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Summary Information

Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Title: Graphic Communications International Union Local 10-b, Of Albany,
New York, Records

ID: apap020

Date [inclusive]: 1892-1989

Physical Description: 2 Reelss 

Physical Location: The materials are located onsite in the department.

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: The Correctional Association of New York Records includes records
from the Board of Directors, annual reports, prison visit files, Narcotics
Committee files, program and bureau files, project files, subject
files, and publications. The only records of the organization available
from the nineteenth century are the annual reports, which have been
microfilmed and are available in the University Library.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows:

Identification of specific item, series, box, folder, Graphic Communications International Union
Local 10-b, of Albany, New York, Records, 1892-1989. M.E. Grenander Department of Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New
York (hereafter referred to as the GCIU, Local 10-b, Records).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical History

First chartered on June 15, 1892, the Book-binders Society of Albany, Local Union No. 10 of the
International Brotherhood of Bookbinders, was probably formed by bookbinders who withdrew from
the Albany Typographical Union No. 4, but neither the records of Local 10-B nor the records of the
Albany Typographical Union prove this to be the case. Local 10 had a close relationship with the Albany
Typographical Union, however, and the latter encouraged the bookbinders to join the area Joint Allied
Printing Trades Council in 1914. In 1972, the International Brotherhood of Bookbinders merged with the
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Lithographers and Photoengravers Union to form the Graphic Arts International Union. At this time, the
local became GAIU Local 10-B, with the B designating "Bookbinders." When the GAIU merged with
the International Printing and Graphic Communications Union in 1983, the local became Local 10-B of
the Graphic Communications International Union.

In 1907, Local 10 met with the international president to discuss the eight-hour movement, and by the
end of the year the local had reached an agreement with the employers on the eight-hour day. Despite this
success, Local 10 was unable to organize shops in Schenectady and Troy that year.

The composition of the local changed as the years progressed. In 1909, Local 10 began considering the
inclusion of all machine operators as bookbinders but rejected a proposal that would have organized
them. By 1914, the local encouraged folding machine operators to join the union, and by 1917 the
folding machine operators and sheet men were ready to be admitted to the union. The union realized the
necessity of broadening its base if it wanted to continue to represent all workers in the bookbinding trade
in changing technological times.

Another change in the composition of Local 10 was the introduction of women. Organizing females
became necessary in an industry with a good percentage of women workers. In 1909, the union voted to
accept women as members [5], but the women remained junior members for years. Early on, the local
tried to restrict the tasks women could perform, such as feeding cutting machine. Even as a shop of
"bindery girls" was being organized in 1917, the local decided that the women would not need to attend
meetings. However, by the 1930's women had become much more active in and integral to the union, and
this change eventually led to full membership for women.

By 1952, another change had affected Local 10's membership. Semi-skilled workers in the binderies
were coming under the jurisdiction of the local. In 1960, when a labor law mandated it, the semi-skilled
workers held elections for their own officers in an affiliate of Local 10, the Semi-Skilled Branch. Semi-
skilled workers began attending Local 10-B's meetings (instead of holding separate meetings) in 1974.
Later that year, Local 10-B voted to accept the semi-skilled workers as members who earned only
women's benefits. The semi-skilled workers joined 10-B the following year. Because the international
union had none, Local 10 began formulating a pension plan in 1952 that would help its superannuated
members, and that plan began in January 1954. This pension plan was adjusted over the years, and as
the local's international merged with other internationals the plan merged with other pension plans and
eventually became known as the Inter-Local Pension Fund.

This local was involved in few disputes over its nearly 100 years of existence. In 1920, it struck for 9
days to force employers to enforce scale. The strike was successful, and the members returned to work.
There were also other small strikes and walk-outs.

^ Return to Table of Contents



Graphic Communications International Union, Local 10-B (Bookbinder); Records

- Page 5-

Scope and Contents

The minutes are the most important of the records of Local 10-B, and these have only one gap, though
that gap is a significant one: all minutes from 1892 through 1906 are missing, probably having filled a
single minute book at one time. Except for those initial years, the minutes of Local 10-B are complete.

The minutes contain general information about the history of the local: the union's decision-making
procedures, the presence of guests at meetings, the course of elections, etc. The integration of women
into the union is one of the best delineated of the changes affecting the local. The minutes often include
copies of agreements between employers and the local as well as other information about negotiations
with employers. Besides regular meeting minutes, the minutes sometimes contain minutes of meetings of
members from the semi-skilled branch or minutes of meetings of workers at one plant. Also included in
these minutes is a considerable amount of discrete information about other labor unions in the area.

Besides the minutes, the records of Local 10-B contain a copy of the original 1892 charter, copies of the
local's and international's constitutions and by-laws, and a few printed contracts between the local and the
firms employing its members.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement of the Collection

There are no series.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Revision Description
Converted to EAD Encoded in EAD by Mark Wolfe 2015 December 2015
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Processing Information

Processed in 1990 February 2 by Geoffrey A. Huth.

Acquisition Information

All items in this manuscript group were donated to the University Libraries, M.E. Grenander
Department of Special Collections and Archives, by the Bookbinders Local 10 of the Graphic
Communications International Union and subsequently microfilmed as a part of the Harry Van
Arsdale, Jr., Labor History Project. The originals have been returned to GCIU Local 10-B.

Access

Access to this record group is unrestricted.

Copyright

Per the microfilming agreement, the M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives
may allow research use of the filmed records and grant permission for the scholarly non-commerical
publication of quotes from them. Rights to the materials still reside with the Graphic Communications
International Union Local 10-b, of Albany, New York, Records.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Labor
• Albany, New York
• Labor union locals
• Graphic Communications International Union Local 10-b, Of Albany, New York

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Charter, 1892 June 15 Reel 1

Constitutions and By-Laws of Local 10-B, 196019681982 Reel 1

Constitutions and Laws of the Graphic Arts, Undated Reel 1

International Union, 19761979 Reel 1
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Contracts, 196219651969 Reel 1

Minutes, 1907-1928 Reel 1

Minutes, 1929-1950 Reel 1

Minutes, 1950-1958 Reel 1

Minutes, 1958-1973 Reel 2

Minutes, 1974-1980 Reel 2

Minutes, 1981-1989 Reel 2

Timeline facts from the minutes of GCIU, Local 10-B, 1909
October 12

Reel 2

Photoengravers on strike, 1910 October 11 Reel 2

Committee from ITU Locals 4 & 6 spoke to Local 10, 1910
November 08

Reel 2

Albany Central Federation of Labor was reinstated by the American
Federation of Labor after complying with the law and unseating the
Electrical Worker delegates, 1910 June 13

Reel 2

Junkmen's union strike, 1911 February 13 Reel 2

Amsterdam broommakers strike, 1911 April 10 Reel 2

Boilermakers and helpers on strike for seven weeks, 1911
September 11

Reel 2

Boilermakers and helpers still on strike, 1960 September 24 Reel 2

Troy Typographical Union No. 52 to celebrate its 100th anniversary,
1963 October 26

Reel 2

Stereotypers & Electrotypers Local 28 of Albany, International
convention in Albany, 19641969 December 20

Reel 2
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