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Summary Information

Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Title: Franz S. Leichter Papers

ID: apap413

Date [inclusive]: 1964-1998

Physical Description: 36 cubic ft. 

Physical Location: The materials are located onsite in the department.

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: This collection contains materials related to Franz S. Leichter's service
in the New York State Assembly (1969-1974) and Senate (1975-1998).

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows:

Identification of specific item, series, box, folder, Franz S. Leichter Papers, 1964-1998. M.E.
Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at
Albany, State University of New York (hereafter referred to as the Leichter Papers).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Franz Sigmund Leichter was born in 1930 in Vienna, Austria and emigrated to the United States with
his father and brother from German-occupied Paris, France in 1940. Leitcher's mother, Käthe Leichter,
was a leading sociologist and feminist who was arrested by Gestapo in 1938, brought to the Ravensbrück
concentration camp, and was killed in 1942.

A graduate of Swarthmore College in 1952 for his bachelor's, Leichter served in the U.S. Army in Japan,
and then graduated from Harvard Law School in 1957. His first political appointment was to the New
York State Assembly as a Democrat in 1968 and continued to be so until 1974, sitting in the 178th,
179th, and 180th New York State Legislatures and representing the Upper West Side of Manhattan.
Leichter's most notable efforts during this time was to draft a bill expanding abortion rights, written with
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Republican Assemblywoman Constance Cook, which passed in 1970, and was the first in the United
States to legalize abortion.

In 1974, Leichter won election to the New York State Senate in the Democratic primary and would
remain in the Senate until 1998; sitting in the 181st to 192nd New York State Legislatures, again
representing the Upper West Side. During his time in the Senate, Leichter would fight for moral and
ethical reform, focusing on New York City's banking and real estate industries and criticizing the
leadership of the Democratic and Republican parties. Most of his efforts surrounded improving living
conditions, from canine waste laws to protecting tenants from unsanitary or dangerous living conditions
and establishing parks and green spaces along the Hudson River. He served as Director of the Hudson
Rover Park Trust Board, which constructed a park along the Hudson in Manhattan. Leichter was also an
advocate for consumer rights, drafting legislation that required banks to directly credit checks to accounts
instead of holding the funds for their own purposes as well as releasing Consumer's Guides to Banks and
Consumer's Guide to Credit Cards, which called attention to hidden charges and fees that the average
consumer may not be aware of.

Most notably, in 1990 Leichter drafted the first state bill in the United States to expand civil rights to
include domestic partnerships, which did not pass but did lay fundamental groundwork for the LGBTQA
+ community. This bill is credited with creating the foundation of the passing of the New York State
same-sex marriage bill in 2011.

In 2000, Leichter was nominated as a Director of the Federal Housing Finance Board (FHFB) by
President Bill Clinton. He was re-nominated by President George W. Bush, serving until his term expired
in 2006. In 2009, New York State Governor David Paterson nominated Leichter to serve on the State's
Banking Board, which was confirmed by the State Senate. He would serve there until 2011, when the
board was eliminated.

In addition to his political career, Leichter was also a practicing attorney for 50 years. He specialized in
commercial litigation and in representing foreign clients.

Leichter died in June 2023 and was survived by his children Kathy and Josh and six grandchildren. He
was predeceased by his first wife Nina Williams and his second wife Melody Anderson.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Content Description

The Franz S. Leichter Papers contain correspondence, issues and subject files, task force files, reports,
campaign materials, diaires/appointment books, newsclips, photographs and slides, and video tapes
related to Leichter's tenure in the New York State Assembly and New York State Senate.
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Arrangement of the Collection

The collection is currently unprocessed and is not yet arranged. Individual items may be difficult to find.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Processing Information

The collection is unprocessed.

Access

Access to this collection is restricted because it is unprocessed. Portions of the collection may contain
recent administrative records and/or personally identifiable information. Please contact an archivist
for more information.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Kathy Leichter, daughter of Franz S. Leichter, donated all materials in this collection in 2024.

Copyright

This page may contain links to digital objects. Access to these images and the technical capacity to
download them does not imply permission for re-use. Digital objects may be used freely for personal
reference use, referred to, or linked to from other web sites.

Researchers do not have permission to publish or disseminate material from these collections without
permission from an archivist and/or the copyright holder.

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright. Some materials
in these collections may be protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) and/or by the
copyright or neighboring-rights laws of other nations. More information about U.S. Copyright is
provided by the Copyright Office. Additionally, re-use may be restricted by terms of University
Libraries gift or purchase agreements, donor restrictions, privacy and publicity rights, licensing and
trademarks.
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The Department of Special Collections and Archives is eager to hear from any copyright owners who
are not properly identified so that appropriate information may be provided in the future.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Leichter, Franz S.
• New York (State)--Politics and government
• Politics and Politicians
• Public Servants


	Title Page
	Summary Information
	Biographical Note
	Content Description
	Arrangement of the Collection
	Administrative Information
	Controlled Access Headings

