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Summary Information

Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Title: Hans Tischler Papers

ID: ger009

Date [inclusive]: 1935-1982

Physical Description: 3.5 cubic ft. 

Physical Location: The materials are located onsite in the department.

Language of the
Material:

German , English .

Mixed Materials
[Collection]:

X

Abstract: Hans Tischler was an Austrian born musicologist who held doctorates
in Musicology (Vienna University, 1937) and Yale University (1942).
This collection contains publication and essays, musical scores,
correspondence, and research notes.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows: Identification of specific item, series, box,
folder, Hans Tischler Papers, 1935-1982. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and
Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York (hereafter
referred to as the Tischler Papers).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

Hans Tischler, musicologist, was born in Vienna, Austria, on January 18, 1915 to Joachim and Grete
Spitz Tischler. In 1938 he married the pianist and musicologist Louise Hochdorf who died in 1957. One
year later he married the organist and music librarian Alice Bock. In 1933, having studied with Eduard
Steuermann, Bertha Jahn-Beer, and Paul Wittgenstein, he received a Piano Pedagogy Diploma from
the Vienna State Academy of Music, and then Master's degrees in Conducting under Oswald Kabasta
and Composition under Franz Schmidt, respectively in 1935 and 1936. He earned his first Ph.D. in
Musicology from the University of Vienna in 1937, under Robert Haas, Robert Lach, Leopold Novak,
Alfred Orel and Egon Wellesz, with a dissertation entitled Die Harmonik in den Werken Gustav Mahlers
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(Harmony in the Works of Gustav Mahler). A second Ph.D., from Yale University, under Paul Hindemith
and Leo Schrade, followed in 1942, with a dissertation, The Motet in 13th-Century France.

Hans Tischler began his professional career in 1938, doing conducting research at the British Museum
for Gustave Reese's book, Music in the Middle Ages. After several years as piano teacher and pianist
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and service in the U.S. Army (1943-1945), he became Professor of Piano
and Music History and Head of the Music Department at West Virginia Wesleyan College (1945-1947).
From 1947-1965 he was Associate Professor of Music History at Roosevelt University in Chicago, where
he founded a chapter of the International Society for Contempory Music. During his time in Chicago,
he also guest-taught at the University of Chicago and at several universities abroad, and he began a long
career of publishing books and articles. In 1965 he accepted the position of Professor of Musicology at
Indiana University, Bloomington.

As Professor Emeritus since 1985, Dr. Tischler continued his research and publication, concentrating
primarily on the music of the late 12th and 13th centuries. Since about 1950 he published some fifteen
books and multi-volume editions as well as about 80 shorter studies. They ranged from a volume of
analyses of Mozart's Piano Concertos (1966) to a 15-volume edition of the songs of the 12th–13th
century trouvères (1997). Other titles were: The Montpellier Codex (3 vols., 1979), The Earliest Motets
(3 vols., 1982), The Parisian Two-Part Organa (2 vols., 1988), and The Parisian 2-Part Conductus (2
vols., 2005). His articles appeared in The Musical Quarterly, Journal of the Musicological Society, Music
and Letters, Acta Musicologica, Die Musikforschung, Orbis Musicae, Revue Belge de Musicologie, etc.
These studies range from medieval music to Mendelssohn, Bruckner, Mahler, Hindemith, and Samuel
Barber.

Hans Tischler received several honors for his work, including grants from the American Philosophical
Society in 1955, 1962, and 1965, a Guggenheim Fellowship for 1964-1965; grants by the Chapelbrook
Foundation (1965, 1969), an editorial grant and a fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Humanities (1971, 1975-6). He belonged to the American and International Musicological Societies,
was an honorary member of the Austrian Musicological Society, was the President of the Midwest
Chapter of the American Musicological Society, and was a member of the Mediaeval Academy of
America and the Medieval Association of the Midwest (past president). He is listed in many reference
works, such as Grove's Dictionary of Music and Musicians, Who's Who in America, Who's Who in
American Education, Who's Who in Music, Who's Who in Austria, International Who's Who in Music,
and Dictionary of International Biography.

Tischler died on November 18, 2010 in Bloomington, Indiana.
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Scope and Contents

This collection contains publication and essays, musical scores, correspondence, and research notes.
Tischler's musical compositions are represented in the collection, as is his correspondence with
colleagues at other college and university music departments throughout the United States, Europe, and
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Israel. Notable correspondents are linguist Samuel Rosenberg; musicologists Jurg Stenz and Israel Katz,
and Bach scholar Gerhard Herz. This collection also contains a series of letters between Tischler and
Gwynn McPeek of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, written throughout 1973, detailing a debate
regarding the distinction between modes and scales in medieval music.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is unprocessed and is likely disorganized. Individual items may be difficult to find.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Revision Description
Collection level finding aid created by Sheri Sarnoff 2020

Processing Information

Processed by unprocessed.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

The majority of the records were received from Hans Tischler in May 1977. Additional materials
were donated by him in 1981 and 1983.

Conditions Governing Access

Access to this collection is restricted because it is unprocessed. Portions of the collection may contain
recent administrative records and/or personally identifiable information. While it is likely that
portions of the collection may be viewed, access must be managed by an archivist.
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Conditions Governing Use

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of copyright. Whenever
possible, the M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives will provide
information about copyright owners and other restrictions, but the legal determination ultimately
rests with the researcher. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be
discussed with the Head of Special Collections and Archives.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Tischler, Hans, 1915-2010
• sheet music
• Correspondence.
• Research Notes
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