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Summary Information

Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Creator: Miller, E. Melton

Title: E. Melton Miller Papers

ID: mss090

Date [inclusive]: 1904-1910

Physical Description: 1 Vol. 

Physical Location: The materials are located onsite in the department.

Language of the
Material:

English .

Mixed Materials
[Collection]:

X

Abstract: Journal kept in 1904 describing a trip in 1901 to Ecuador by E. Melton
Miller of Plymouth, Massachusetts.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows: Identification of specific item, series, box, folder,
E. Melton Miller Papers, 1904-1910. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and
Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York (hereafter
referred to as the Miller Papers).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Sketch

Edgar Melton Miller travelled to Ecuador in 1901, working as a correspondent for the Ecuadorian
Association Limited, a British company that took over the American Guayaquil and Quito Railway
Company. The Guayaquil and Quito Railway company invested in a national engineering project that
developed and improved railway infrastructure within Ecuador, to connect the Capital, Quito, with an
important coastal economic hub, Guayaquil.

Miller titled his manuscript "The Ecuadorian Association Limited from Plymouth Rock to Quito,
Ecuador. – Or a Yankee's Glimpse of South America. – Description, Travels and Incidents of Actual
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Experiences with Adventures, Facts and History, Civil Engineering in the Cordilleros los Andes
and Border Sketches in the Interior of Ecuador, N. S. de Colombia and Peru by E. Melton Miller. –
Correspondent." In the margins, Miller explains that notes made on his journey from March through
December of 1901 were rewritten in October of 1904.

Throughout the manuscript, Miller provides detailed political and social histories of the countries and
regions he passed through. His journey started aboard a steamship and he set sail from Ellis Island, New
York. After stopping briefly in Havana, Cuba, Miller then sets sail for Colón, Panama. After traveling
across Panama, Miller sails to Ecuador from the Pacific Coast of Panama. While in Ecuador, Miller
describes in detail the natural environment, the Indigenous people he encounters, the agriculture and
economy of the nation, and the difficulties of engineering the railway through the Andes mountains.

Miller was also the author of "The Socialist Party in the U.S. of America in 10 articles," written around
1910.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

This collection contains E. Melton Miller's journal that he kept in 1904 describing a trip in 1901 to
Ecuador. This collection also contains "The Socialist Party in the U.S. of America in 10 articles," written
by Miller around 1910.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement of the Collection

The collection is unprocessed and is likely disorganized. Individual items may be difficult to find.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives
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Revision Description
Collection level finding aid created by Sheri Sarnoff Andrea Lurie 2020 2022

Processing Information

Processed by unprocessed.

Access

Access to this collection is restricted because it is unprocessed. Portions of the collection may contain
recent administrative records and/or personally identifiable information. While it is likely that
portions of the collection may be viewed, access must be managed by an archivist.

Copyright

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of copyright. Whenever
possible, the M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives will provide
information about copyright owners and other restrictions, but the legal determination ultimately
rests with the researcher. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be
discussed with the Head of Special Collections and Archives.

Acquisition Information

The collection was purchased from dealer Swan in 1967.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Railroads -- Social aspects -- Ecuador
• Ecuador -- Description and travel
• Socialism -- United States -- 1900-1910
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