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Summary Information

Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Title: Student Success Stories Podcasts

ID: ua610.001

Date [inclusive]: 2019-2020

Physical Description: 6 Digital Files 

Physical Location: Born-digital materials availible online digital repository.

Language of the
Material:

English .

Abstract: Podcasts produced and narrated by UAlbany students and alumni on
successfully navigating their time at UAlbany.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows: Identification of specific item, series, box, folder,
Student Success Stories Podcast Collection, 2019-2020. M.E. Grenander Department of Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New
York (hereafter referred to as the Student Success Stories Podcast Collection).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical / Historical

The Student Success Stories podcasts began as a pilot program supported by the university STAR
(Strategic Allocation of Resources) program.

Proposal: Podcast Pilot Program: UAlbany Student Success StoriesPodcasts as a mode of storytelling
are exploding in popularity. For the teller, stories can be cathartic; for the listener, stories have the
power to both develop empathy and to inspire. The medium of the podcast goes further because they
use storytelling to create a sense of community in listening. To this point, Lexi Mainland of The Los
Angeles Times suggests that podcasts provide an "intimate audio experience in a moment of solitude.
Your headphones — a buffer from the world injecting dialogue into your ear — become a conduit to
your soul."
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In this project, UAlbany students will become producers as well as listeners of podcasts. In narrating
their own stories they will reflect on their experiences at UAlbany. And, their stories will likely motivate
other students to academic and personal success. "Student Success Stories" podcast will be crafted to
reach first-generation college students and students of color, who are new to life at UAlbany. We will
identify six UAlbany students (including some alumni) who can share their success stories and respond
to questions that currently enrolled students might have. For example, what were their challenges?
How did they overcome them? In three words, what's the best advice you would give someone who is
struggling right now? The podcasts, a "conduit to the soul," will undoubtedly help participating students
gain a greater sense of self through the act of storytelling.

Additionally, their stories will inspire other students who may be struggling in their own academic
journeys as well as deepen understanding in the wider UAlbany community about the experiences of
our student body. In essence, student podcasts will build a sense of community, enhance the student
experience, and promote student wellbeing. They will provide opportunities to engage in constructive
dialogue within and outside the campus community. Students' stories will encourage connections
with other students and offer glimpses into the experiences of their peers. They will expand their
understanding of opportunities at UAlbany and of campus life.

Dr. Carmen Serrano (LLC), and Dr. Joanna Dreby (Sociology) will oversee the project. Dr. Alejandra
Bronfman (LACS), Dr. Ilka Kressner (LLC) and Dr. Christine Vassallo-Oby (LACS) will also
collaborate in the shaping of these podcasts.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Content Description

Contains podcasts produced and narrated by UAlbany students and alumni on successfully navigating
their time at UAlbany.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Chronological by episode creation date

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Transferred using Blackboard, by Carmen Serrano and Alejandra Bronfman.

Conditions Governing Access

Access to this collection is unrestricted.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Episode 1: Mauricio and Steven - Chapter 1 "It Takes a
Community", 2020 February 16

Digital Object: 9c67x581j

Episode 1: Mauricio and Steven - Chapter 2 "Failure is not Final",
2020 February 16

Digital Object: s17853871

Episode 2: Kaitlin and Liza - Chapter 1 "Doubt is Part of the
Process", 2020 February 16

Digital Object: nv935m14n

Episode 2: Kaitlin and Liza - Chapter 2 "Being Open to What's
Next", 2020 February 16

Digital Object: b2774d124

Episode 3: Shirley and Thania - Chapter 1: "She Believes in Me,
Which Makes Me Want to Believe in Myself More", 2020 February
16

Digital Object: r207v701w

Episode 3: Shirley and Thania - Chapter 2: "You Have to Keep
Pushing", 2020 February 16

3b70f89a-e14f-4ac9-8790-1ffd9f9e915e
65c30eaf-533b-4b86-8e08-8c61fac544cf
4983389d-4cfc-4609-91b0-0e896e55a42e
7789a17a-1d7b-45d3-8b02-9665f7c7e0c3
9e1c0fb6-4ceb-4f1b-b798-b1f3ac343587
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Digital Object: kp78h165d

59dcbb0d-1780-4b00-8973-ed94d8695efb
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