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THE STRUGGLE AGAINST

T WS & R

CE ABUSE IN ALBANY

This is a somewhat subjective and certainly incomplete chronology of the ongoing
struggle for community control of the police in Albany. Things have changed

in twenty years, but there has been remarkably little change in regard to the
level of real accountability within the APD and the City administration. The
events of the past five years have placed us in position where we can have an
impact on the incidence of abuse, brutality and racism on the part of the APD.
let's do it. _

1967 the "Brothers" focus public attention on racism and brutality in the APD
(petition drive, rallies, meeting with Police Chief)

1968 publication of Varieties of Police Behavior by sociologist James Q. Wilson
which compared police departments in five cities and concluded that the APD
was characterized by corruption, brutality and racism

1971 creation of Neighborhood Police Units - first effort by City to improve
training and community accountability of APD

197 Keith Ballou, an African-American teenager from Albany, killed by NYS
Police / leads to petition campaign to establish a civilian review board in

Albany
1981 Coalition Against Apartheid formed

1983 Mayor Corning dies after 41 years in office / Whalen becomes Mayor / conflict
develops early between Whalen and the APD

1983 Coalition involved in anti-Klan activities
1983 Coalition and NAACP sponsor "Racism: A National Policy" conference

11/83 independent candidate Sandra Rose Temple defeats machine-backed incumbent
Homer Perkins for county legislature seat representing Arbor Hill

4/84 first Jesse Jackson / Rainbow Coalition campaign
7/8/84 Jesse davis killed by APD officers

7/84-12/84 unprecedented outpouring of coammunity outrage and grief following
death of Jesse Davis, including: community march through Arbor Hill; funeral
service; formation of Coalition Against Police Abuse which initiates petition

for police review board; public statements by groups of white and African-American
clergy; pressure finally forces District Attorney to present case to grand jury:
NAACP drafts proposed legislation to create civilian review board

aftermath of Jesse Davis killing also includes resignation of Chief Burke, revamping
of Internal Affairs Unit and initiation of internal “management study" of the
APD
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12/84 Albany Coalition for a Civilian Review Board established / this group
is focus of activity for 1% years, first developing a concrete proposal, then
engaging in a series of negotiation sessions with the City, eventually leading
to agreement to create Conmunity Police Realtions Board

1984 APD Officer Valerie Von Dollen found liable in federal court for assaulting
Ms. Keyes, a 51 year old, 4'11" tall, African-American woman in Arbor Hill

1985 grand jury issues report in Jesse Davis case: no officers are indicted
/ City does implement disciplinary procedures against three officers, but no
officer was ever disciplined and no officer ever testified publicly about his
role in killing Jesse Davis

7/85 memorial service held on lst anniversary of Jesse Davis' death

5/86 Community Police Relations Board formed; includes Coalition Against Apartheid
and Racism and NAACP; Board has no real power, but does manage to effect certain
improvements in APD caomplaint process

12/86 Jimmie Lee Bruce Killed by off-duty Middletown police officer in Wallkill,
NY / campaign begins to have special prosecutor appointed (still unsuccessful)

12/86 Howard Beach incident

2/87 1st McKever trial - hung jury

3/87 Coalition sponsors forum on police abuse at Arbor Hill Community Center
with Roger Green, Alice Green, Don McKever and others

5/87 most members of Community Police Relations Board threaten to resign; Mayor
averts resignations by agreeing to provide the Board with more detailed information
regarding internal affairs investigations

6/87 2nd McKever trial - Von Dollen found liable for illegal search and ordered
to pay punitive damages

7/87 Coalition initiates campaign to have Von Dollen disciplined / @ 1000 signatures
collected on petition / Community Police Relations Board refuses to take any

action, including simply asking the Mayor to review the matter

11/87 Alonzo Smith attacked in Peekskill / Tawana Brawley case starts

12/87 Thomas 0'Dell killed by APD officers

1/88 Coalition raises racist violence issue at annual MLK march

1/88 Sen. Patterson and Assemblyperson Green introduce package of bills addressing
racist violence and police abuse

1988 second Jesse Jackson campaign

3/88 federal Judge Cholakis orders City to pay substantial attorney fee award
in McKever case
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4/88 Coalition sponsors forum on racist violence and police abuse / speakers
include Elombe Brath, Roger Green, Zoilo Torres

4/88 federal jury awards $407,000 to four former Albany students (1 African-
American and 3 Latinos) who were harassed and abused by APD officers Krasher
(vho had been found liable in another civil rights suit several years earlier)
and Turley / jury explicitly concludes that officers' actions were racially
motivated / damages later reduced by Judge Cholakis to $237,000

6/88 City settles claim of Gregory Baity against APD for $12,500 changing a
previous policy of never settling police abuse cases

6/88 State-wide Lobby Day in Albany for anti-bias bills
7/88 City settles lawsuits brought by Coalition, Vera Michelson and Aaron Estis
arising out of early morning raid on Vera's apartment prior to the Springbok
rugby game for a total of $47,000
/88 City loses police abuse lawsuit in NYS Supreme Court: $35,000 jury award (?)
/BB City settles federal false arrest suit in mid-trial for $35,000

1/89 Officer Turley arrested for assaulting an African-American woman in the
Div. 11 cell-block

Prepared by Mark S. Mishler, 1/8/89.
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FIRST ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING...
EIGHT YEARS IN OPERATION. ..

- SETTING THE AGENDA STRAIGHT.

Thursday, January 26, 1989 at 7:30 p.m.
Urban Leagque, corner of Ten Broeck and Livingston
Albany, New York

Critical planning meeting - make it a priority!

TR TElSEI s
NEWS NOTES

North East Southern Africa Solidarity Network - On March llth, an all day stra
egy meeting is planned for New York City. If you are interested in attendin
as a member of the Coalition or would like to represent an organization to
which you belong (church, labor, community, etc.), please call Celia Bess
Cotton at (518( 436-9234, (See inside for more details)

"Broken Promises: Resurgence of Racism" - On January 29th from 8:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m., Channel 10 will air a program examining different levels and as-
pects of racism in our society - campuses, educational systems, legal system

"The Palestinian Uprising: an Eyewitness Report" - A lecture and slide show by
Greg Craig Morkhiber at 7:30 p.m in Lecture Center 22, Sunya, Albany on
February 2nd.

"Ai. ‘theid and the Tragedy of South Africa" -A showing of tue film "Cry Free-
dom” and a lecture by Donald Woods, exiled South African newspaper editor an
author at Siena College of Jan. 29th. For more information, contact Siena.

See inside for flyer on New York State Rainbow Coalition conference on Feb. 4t
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MONEY TO FIGHT APARTHEID — Naomi Jaffe and | ing struggle against South Africae rule of the lormer
Merton Simpson of The Capital District Coaliton Agawnst n colony of South Wesmt Africa, also known as Na-
Apartheid and Racism hand a check for $1.500 o Monica | mibia The money was given out of & $12.000 settlement
Nashandi (left; deputy chief of the South West Afnica | Coalition co-chair Yers Michelson received in i Case

Prople’s Organization. The group bas waged a long-stand- ! ansing from a police raid on be. apartment
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Namibia Accords - At the United Nations on December 22, 1088, representatives of
Angola, Cuba and South Africa signed accords which provide for the independence

of Namibia. In 1978, U.N. Resolution 435 called for Namibia's independence. The
apartheid regime of South Africa has been illegally occupying this former German
colony and imposing on it the same brutal system as exists in South Africa. Some
100,000 South African troops are massed in Namibia and representatives of SWAPO
(South West Africa People's Organization - the legitimate representative of the
Namibian people with an Observer Mission at the UN) are expressing cautious opti-
mism about the accords. Many other peace plans have fallen through and Pretoria
has used delaying tactics and excuses in the past for not implementing R435.

South Africa has suffered serious military defeats in Angola over the past year
which helped force them to the bargaining table. A long range timetable for with-
drawal can give them time to recover their military position. The success of the
peace accords ultimately depends on just one thing and that is the complete demise
of the apartheid regime in South Africa. And, contrary to most U.S. media reports
it is not the Americans who should be lauded for their efforts in helping Namibia
gain freedom. It has been the continued pressure of Angola and the Cuban forces

In Angola which have forced South Africa to the negotiating table.

North East Southern Africa Solidarity Network - One of the major qoals of the
N.E. Southern Africa Solidarity Network is to set up and expand a regional net-
work ready to work consistently on a plan of action against apartheid. Follow-
ups to the September New Haven Conference have been held in Albany and New York
City. The next general meeting is set for March lith in N.Y.C. An interim &
planning committee meeting will take place on Jan. 28th in N.Y.C. It is a major
task to hammer out a program as one mass movement but it is imperative to the
struggle for freedom in Southern Africa that we do so. Questions or suggestions
for the interim planning committee should be directed to either Tim Johnson (212)
924-2523 or Vera Michelson (518) 436-0562. Save March 11th on your calendar!!

In Memoriam

Mfanafuthi “Johnny" Makatini
Feb., 8, 1932 - Dec. 3, 1988

Member of the National Executive
Committee of the ANC '

Director of the ANC Department
of International Affairs

Former Chief Representative of
the ANC Observer Mission to
the United Nations

A memorial service was held for
Johnny, who died in Lusaka,
Zambia, at the Canaan Baptist
Church in Harlem on Dec. 16, 1988,
Several members of the CDCAAR
attended to pay respect to this
great leader.

Dear Friends in the ANC,

As 1t 1s with so many people around the world, we are badly shaken by
the death of Mfanafuthi "Johnny" Makatini. His passing creates such a tre-
mendous void in the international movement for peace and justice.

Johnny's commitment and untiring enerqgy became a motivating force to
those of us who were fortunate enough to know him. He was equally effective
with heads of state and local solidarity groups.

A comrade who had such high expectations of himself drove others to
strive toward excellence.

We In the Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism bene-
fitted greatly from our direct work with Johnny. His ability to analyze and
problem solve served as a guiding force on many occasions. He was accessible
and took every aspect of our work seriocusly.

We know that the many stories that we can tell about working with Johnny
can be repeated around the world. We know that the struggle continues and we
will all carry on the fight. We know that Victory is Certain. 1It's only
that it's a little harder to get there without our friends.

Z// -mfi?aécm;ﬂu€¢ﬁrxN

(copy of letter sent 12/9/88) Amandla Siﬁgoggcxs Certain

We ~ome to the new Chief Representative to the ANC Observer Mission, 1ebogo
"t " Mafole and his wife. Members of the Coalition have already met with
them and are very enthusiastic about their presence in the New York ANC
office, The discussions have been fruitful and we look forward to a positive
working relationship in the future.
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STEERING COMMITTEE
Vera Michelson, co-chair Bill Ritchie
Merton Simpson, co-chair Yvette Scarlett
Shobhna Gopal Vicki Smith, representative to
Eileen Kawola, newsletter editor Community Police Relations
Mark Mishler Board
Roli Varma, treasurer Anita Thayer

We are a Coalition of several community organizations and of
individual members. We are supported by our members - you!
We have no paid staff or overhead expenses so all funds go
directly to lobbying efforts, education, printing and postage.
The struggle cannot continue without your support. For more
information, or to join the Coalition, call 518-436-0562.
We desperately need contributions to the Coalition - send what -
ever you can afford today to:

CAPITAL DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID AND RACISM

BOX 3002 PINE HILLS STATION, ALBANY. N.Y. 12203

\'ic(or.\' to ANC of South Africa ViC(Of_Y to SWAPO of Namibia
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To the Editor

Your recent editorial, “Peace in Namibia,"
shows a complete lack of ing of
the current situation in southern Africa

You have accused Cuba of adventurism
because of its presence in Angola. You make
referrals to "Marxist” Angola or the Angolan
‘regime” You altach the description of
‘betligerent” equally to Cuba, Angola and
South Africa. You describe Jonas Savimbi as
an anti-Marxist, as if to conjur up an image
ol legitimacy

The reasons that the Cubans are in Angola
are clear In 1975, the Angolans won their
ndependence  from Portugal Soon  after-
wards. South Africa engaged in the highest
furm of adventurisi by attacking deep into
the country beyond Angolan borders It was
only then that the soveregn country of
Angola asked for Cuban assistance to fight
off the South Africans. The attacks against
Angola have continued over the years
causing havoc and destruction and death.
The Cubans have remained in Angola, at the
request of the government of Angola (a
government recognized as the legitimate one
by every country in the world except South
Alrica and the United States) to help them in
their struggle against the brutal destabiliza-
tion policies of South Africa It is South
Africa who must be accused of being the
adventurist and belligerent regime

pgrgpective onthes

e —

The referrals 1o “Marxist” Angola or the
Angolan “regime"” are commonly used in the
western media and are intended (o have us
react negatively and viscerally to the
mention of Angola. There are accurate and
descriptive words you could have used to
describe South Africa, like “racist,” “aparth-
e’ or “regime.” but you chose not to do
that.

When you spoke of Savimbi, you failed to
mention that the South African-backed
Savimbi bas a no base of

among the Angolan people and that the

ituation in Namibia s 7/ Py

atrocities that are committed against the
Angolans in the name of the Unita bandits
have been fully supported by the United
States and South Africa.

The most

sense. The
and no one 1s claiming that they were,

Finally, we must be clear that South
Africa is not doing anyone any favors. They
have been occupying Namibia illegally since
1945 They have been enforcing apartheid in
Namibia. UN resolution 435, which calls for
Namubian independence, is 19 years old. The
South Africans have only now come o the
table because they were being mulitarily
defeated by the Namibians, Angolans and
Cubans. It is these forces that should be
applauded, not the South Africans and not
(U.S. official) Chester Crocker.

The success of these peace accords will
ultimtelydlpudumtﬂqudmm
only, and that is the complete demise of the
apartheid regime. This understanding can
only come when the facts are presented

clearly.
. - VERA MICHELSON
-apital District Coalition Against Apartheid
and Racism
Albany
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Peace in Namibia

Thl‘ Hi‘.u.;;?" ddmifiatration Duas
achieved a toreegn policy sucvess of sorts
in Namubia which 13 located 1n south-
witst Atric. il ane Yy wiopnt B the
name Southiwest Africa There, after
years of Lignting, dSouth Africa. Cuba and
Angola bave agreed o witharaw from
Namibia and ailow that desperate nation
the gutonoriy 1L JUserves

In laree part U Woald  apprar the
Belliperents andg thetr Dacoae s SHND
have boen worn dowa by e fighting
The Soviet T oion eouid ne lunger afford
to support Cuban adventurism in Africa
whiie South Afnicae. faoing increaseyd
opposition ot hore fad sutfered somi
g jof Sethoacks N a0 seties of baltivs in
Alipoha

South Africa. 10 short was ripe for
peaeer if only the rght terms couid b
worhed out bater Chester Crocker e
Assestant Hecretary of Mate for Africa
and s plan to link Samiban frecdon: to
the withdraw o of Cuban trowfs

AL the start of the Reagan term, Cuban
forces in Angola numbered but 15 00U
When the peace agreciment was finaily
coundluged  they had sweided Lo Lo o
For awhie 1t appeared the situation
SR TR AR & TR G (TUNERI S S
Cubans were in Namibia in the st
placy to bolster the Marxist Angolarn
regime.  Nainibia i sitdatesd helwedd
Anguiag Whn'h Las Lo Lhe Lot i a0ut]
Sirican. wha o Hes o the South - The
Angolan Do e MEAnWhine  Waas (S PR
facing tierer berbal eppositiun

Mr Crocsar with the and +f esents
Was aliiv Lo _ﬁl‘f"\h.lth‘ LT iy i=.af1it_;P-lﬂf.‘u L
the fiofilifip (et it Wod S S
terest for il foreadn tiengs (o Wila
draw from Noamhea For s part South
Afriea was pruitased the Tetisva, oo

Cuban troups Irum near its own buriet s
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.
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\—«- SOUTH /
AFRICA  /
Cu! rotectress of Angoli, would v
N Virican troups withdrawn fron.
thia vatt s borders
! ctunately, the Brazzaville agroe

mer ees put bring prace 1o Angola
(seit lhere the anti-Marxist Jon.
Savimbl contipues Lo engage the govern:
ment and Cuban troops for control of the
countryside  [he fighting has been goiny
Woew tor 14 vears and has added

b reahly Lo Angula s perpetual
Aule ol poverty and unde: developrmient

Lot S oCrooker's formuid fur peace In
atiobes couid provide the framework
for sortie sort of peace in Angela as weld
n exchange for the withdrawal Cuban
Loy afid Cuban assistancy the US and
south Alriea should be willing Lo agree
v osuspend  its suppurt  of the anbe
covermape b Unita furces. Lot the Ango
tans Uheiniselves, in other words, deter:
pne Cheit own future I Lheir OWn way

. A% long as the Cubans remain. howev-
er. or otherwise aid the Marxist govern:
ment, L.y aid should continue.

.
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Northeast Southern Africa Solidarity Network - Work is

. . A ’an
Capital DIStrICt (,Oillltl()n continuing on the organizing of this vital network.
" . Interim planning meetings have been held in Albany and
Agamst Aparthcld New York city since the initial September call to action
]R{‘ . in New Haven. The general meeting is scheduled for
and Ihacism March lst in New York City. This meeting will be struc-
Box 3002 - Pine Hilis Stanon tured to implement the three initiatives that have been
Albany, NY 12203 set forth - U.S.éancéiogs campaign, material aid for
e 8 " R SWAPO and the ANC and the international Shell boycott.
A Project of the Socist Justice Centey Organizing this network is critical to the solidarity
R B SRS movement if we are to meet the challenges present to us.
NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING: FEBRUARY 23rd, Thursday If you would like more information about the Network or
7:30 p.m. at Albany Uvban League, Corner of are able to represent your group at the March llth meet-
Livingston and Ten Broeck Albany, New York ing, call Vera Michelson at (518) 436-0562.
Special thanks to Assemblyman Roger Green and to
Topics:  “THE CRISIS IN NAMIBIA: OUR RESPONSE"™ NYPIRG for their help in the organizing effort.
The situation in regard to Namibian independence
is critical. We need to respond to SWAPO's call Shell 0il - HELP WANTED - An assertive student wanted
for increased vigilance and support at this time. immediately to do local telephone research and detective
An educatioenal background presentation will be work regarding Shell Oil. Please call 436-0562.
given. Discussion will center about what action
we can take. Social Justice CEnter - Bowl for Peace - On Saturday, Feb.
25th at the Playdium Bowling Center on Ontario and Park
UPDATE FROM POLICE ABUSE/RACIAL VIOLENCE in Albany, the Social Justice Center will hold the 3rd
COMMITTEE Annual Bowl - A - Thon. This is one of the Social Justice
Note: This committee has recently been reorgan- Center's major fundraisers and the Coalition is putting
ized and meetings have been held. Merton Simpson together teams. If you can participate or can pledge to
and Mark Mishler are co-chairs. Vicki Smith is one of the bowlers, call Celia Bess Cotton at 436-9234.
continuing to serve on the Community Police Re-
lations Board as the Coalition representative. Social Justice Center - Peace Offerings Store will offer
‘ ik . | a pre-Spring sale on Saturday, March 4th from 10 a.m to
The committee plans to monitor the Board and 6 p.m., 33 Central Avenue, Albany, N.Y. 434-4037.

1$ also working on a project to compile informa-
tion about the scope of the problem of police
abuse in Albany. If you know of any incidents
of police abuse, please call Mark Mishler at
462-6753.

Please see enclosed flyer - New York State for a People's
Budget - FOR HUMAN NEEDS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE - Lobby
Day scheduled for Monday, March 6th in Albany

The Coalition is planning a community forum on U.S.
@ foreign policy in Southern Africa - speakers from
ANC and SWAPO - watch fgor details
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WHAT IS SWAPO?

SWAPO stands for South West Africa People's Organization. It is
recognized as the sole and authentic representative of the Namibian
people - by the people themselves, by the United Nations, the Organiza-
tion of African Unity and the Movement of Non-aligned Nations. It is
the national independence movement for Namibia. (Namibia was colonized
by the Germans in the 1880's. During World War [, the Germans were ex-
pelled by the South Africans. After the war, the League of Nations
gave South Africa a mandate to promote material and moral well-being .
and social progress for the Namibians. South Africa promoted it's SAM NUJOMA
brand of white supremacist rule. At the end of World War II in 1945 PRESIDENT OF SWAPO
the newly formed United Nations placed the former Leaqgue of Nations mandates under the
Trusteeship Council to be granted independence. South Africa continued to oppress the people
of Namibia and refused to report to the United Nations or to take steps leading to independence
for Namibia. In 1966 the agreement between South Africa and the United Nations was terminated
and Namibia was placed directly under the U.N. South Africa refused to leave and tightened
its control over Namibia enforcing apartheid as brutally there as in South Africa. In 1978
the United)Nations Security Council passed Resolution 435 calling for the total independence
of Namibia

SWAPO was founded on April 19, 1960. DOuring the first five years of its existence, SWAPO
carried out a campaign of opposition to South African oppression with protests, demonstrations
and meetings. The South Africa regime suppressed the peaceful political activity of SWAPO
by harassment, intimidation, detention and imprisonment of leaders and activists. By the end
of 1963 all of the young independence movement's meetings were banned and much of the move-
ment's leadership forced into exile. The leaders of SWAPO were faced with the reality that
only protracted armed resistance would convince South Africa of the Namibian people's determin-

ation to end colonialism, ;
In August 1966 SWAPO launched the armed resistance with PLAN - the People's Liberation

Army of Namibia. In spite of the strength of the South African army (which currently has over
100,000 troops in Namibia) PLAN has proved ineradiable, SWAPO's liberation ideclogy cuts
across racial, religious, ethnic and cultural lines and mobilizes all Namibians. SWAPO has
extensive political support inside Namibia. SWAPO will win a landslide victory if free, fair
and democratic elections are held.

The accords which were recently signed providing for Namibian independence call for elections

but the question now is how free and fair the elections will be - South Africa is in charge of
the conditions of the elections, the United Nations forces (UNTAG)to supervise the elections
have been drastically cut. SWAPO and the people of Namibia have been struggling against cruel
injustice and oppression for over 100 years. Will this chance for freedom now be real or
another illegal sham perpetrated by the apartheid regime and its friends in the U.57

VIVA SWAPO VIVA ANC VIVA MPLA
FREE NAMIBIA FREE SOUTH AFRICA RECOGNIZE ANGOLA
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3roup protests
move to dismiss
police-bias case

By Brad Keily 3/*'/, Simpson said the decision by Rutnik
Statt writer r“_ o convene a grand jury in the case
ALBANY — The Capital District prevented the public from “knowing

Coalition A Apartheid and Rac- Dow the evidence was actually evaluat-

ism on criticized special ed
prosecutor Chn’:topler Rutnik for “This is but another mechanism by
moving w0 have an assauit which bias-reiated violence perpetrat-
against suspended police officer James ed by the police is whitewashed,” he
Turley dismissed. added.

Turley, a nine-year veteran of the Rutnik was not available for com-
force, was arrested and ch.lrl:’d ll!: ment Monday.
month with third-degree assault : black people
alegedly pushing Peggy Ruffin, of 6 whl:uc{ﬁ?muu:: wfnfor:rchﬂy harassed
Maguire Ave. against & wall and uniawfully arrested on disorderty
dragging her into a holding cell at the thmmm
Division Two police station by her hair after a fight in Arbor Hill All four
on Oct. 9. B have begun false-arrest lawsuits

A l]m h’-ua case - the _
last woek daclioed 10ttt orrey ooy Seaiomt od "
Rutnik to moved to have the criminal “%mm%g N“ﬁg
ha dismissed. Turley remains un- Whalen provide
§, "ﬂ“p“ﬂ“ ustil departmental Community Police Relations Board

¢ sagainst him are resolved. with muowl'uom ndtiulh
p'urz“m“ b with “’f: d%mwmm abuse and bias-related violence.
charges in the Turley case ... is Also a the press conference
another step intended to protect the were Vieki Smith, the coalition's repre-
police from being found guilty of sentative on the police review board:
wrongdoing,” Merton Simpson, co- Alice Green, head of the Albany office
chairman of the coalition, said in a of the New York Civil Liberties Union
pnmmmmatmmaty uamherummmm
Hall. “There are several mnm.munmm
issues in the way the Turley case of the individuals in their false-arrest
been handled thus far.” SIS against the city.

e ————
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Anti-Racism Coalition
Wants Prgbe Continued

& azs erre.
By CATHY WOODRUFF / ® M this case through
g azette Reporter 4”:)?., public and the victims an:l‘{:e':g

G
ALBANY - Representatives of the Capi- | attorneys, as well, are prevented from
tal District Coalition Against Apartheid and knomn, how the evidence was actually eva-
Racism are cnlﬁu local authorities to | luated.” Si Said. “This 18 but another

continue uing rimental and misde- | mechanism which bias-related violence
meanor ¢ rges against a police officer ac- rated by the ice Is whitewashed °
cused of beating a woman in the city lockup. mpson also criticized the “haste® with
despite the refusal of a grand jury to indict | which Rutnik decided to seek the dismissal
him on felony assauit charges. of the 10us assault charge.

. K * Ma Mualu.llatyerndmmberot
Regmnuum of the coalition gathered the coalition, even Suggested that his group
outside City Hall yesterda to urge city and | also could reach the conclusion that the
police officials not to let their investigation | charges against Turley are unfounded if the
of accusations against Officer James E | m were 1o go  trial in
Tur;:y drop with last week's conclusion of & | Police Court. But because of the required
grand jury investigation Secrecy surrounding a grand jury, he noted,
“We want them to know people are watch- the testimony of withesses in the case 1$ not
m’dwho are concerned about the outcome pubiic
Said Merton Simpson, co-chairman of the - - *
coaliuo;:o He and oth:rm membc'n of the Al:}u Gno:o of lt:- New VnrthMI Liber-
also said push for more | ties Union, who 3 attended the news con-
mblcmnwm- !erm.mnparedtbecmmmuyuo
rounding the case. the case of Jessie Davis. a 35-year-oid for-
Turley, 32, remains on suspension without | mer mental patient shot in his Arbor Hill
Pay. Sgt. Robert Woligang, police depart- | apartment in July 1984 after allegedly
spok ymrxy “As far as | twice lunging at police with & knife and
our de_parumnul charges, they're sull in serving fork.
effect,” he said. Police uitimately were cleared of blame
Turley was suspended by the ' partment | in the Davis shooting, but a grand Jury did
onJan.saﬂerbewaamapeunPouce mamquchmam
Court on a misdemeanor reck!. s assault | police procedure and lraining

- charge His arrest followed an 1. cstigation In the Turley case. Green said, “there are

by the department’s Internal Attairs Unit, | some of the same kinds of suspicions that
responding to a formal complain: made by | were raised in Jessie Davis because the
18-year-old Peggy Ruffin of McGuire Ave- community never knows what happened *
nue. Rutnik could not be reached for comment
. . * onlhecm.butwmmlymwme
Turley allegedly drm Ruffin by her | need for a grand jury investigation in the
hair w she was ha ed, pushed her Turley case, Saying there were several
against a wall and knocked her to the floor 'qmumo”m"lurmqmuuf
the Division II lockup. Ruffin's e € was | the wcident.
' ‘I“\’uley‘s Simpson also called for increased support
hn;e‘c;um the lncldc?]t. of Albab:y.“a.Polsce-Cemtauq"tg. ::lﬁ?m
uffin was among ve people arrested | Board yor Thomas M. “$0
Oct. § during a fracas on Second Street Unlpuuruofpou‘mmmhu-fdat-
invol more than 15 people. The fight | ed violence can be identified and incidents
y began after a group of whites ofbmnhuvwlm.pamcuhrlybythc
calling out racial slurs against Tawana | police, can be stopped "
*

Brawley fomodncarcarm‘ng several black * -
Simpson suggested that Whalen could

to !
wﬁmhMmmamW throw his support behind a public relations
mgonwtbccumduuchrmmth campaign designed o residents
conduct and A lom&mmmm police rac-
18 1o the board.

ago. Christopher Rutnik a | prosecy- investigation of Turley will next go to an

tor a ted for the case by District Attor- wmmfwm:umdm'tmm-

:fe!y :LGreoulnr « Said that action uw L S
eclively an 10 criminal 8 tume Turiey

against .Honﬂhww !mullylmndolmhn-m

that the initial reckless assault charg In May 1988, he and fellow m

brough ' Court Krasher were found liable by a federal

i
i
Si

dismissed. for violating the rights of four former col-
Sim yesterday criticized the handii Maupanyum_
ummwmumm# and Krasher were found (o have

decision to impanel a grand jury at the | taunted the students with racial slurs and
hobmo([ftumr].wum Warranted for the | placed plastic handeuffs too tghtly on the
intentional and reckless assault charges, | students’ wrists.

both m&dcmn;on. and harassment, a m“ummmwbw,m in
mere vielation.* mpson said in a prepared y were or-
statement : dered to pay $1.000




AFRICAN STUDENTS ASSOC

PRESENTS

i LT ey
A e L L L L L T it

e L L iyt Al
cranan

SIS BT LTI N ey
smswan

A L L LT e
] .

Yerseranntosay

assmamary

eaen
e e Ry L T et

g
FASARS e r ey

af/Manda PANEL D/ISCUSSION

Feyvary 27

Mornaay,

123//'s

impson .

-

an stivoent

1erron S,
CO~C

(&

A8

SoutH 417

O

.f'/‘s‘
/<

{

Sean . [ei

LC'S

/77

fogeralor

S,

/

)

Mo
SAoU NArtumar

/77,

‘}h

NSt AL

493/

F

Surct coalition

Cap. Ly

pm - 710p/m

nisalion

o

An SA-sponpsored or




AFRICAN STUDENTS ASSOC

PRESENTS:

e e
e e

MMJa
M rebrvary 27 Speakerss

aLlLManda PANEL DISCUSSION

Sean P Lew/s Sowuth 4 can stuoens

[C5 iera Miche/son & Merton SImpson

CO-CHANS -
Cap. O/strrct Coaltion 4 GANIST ApaITHerd & Rac/sm

7,0/77 -7 0,0/77 Mooerator

Sekou Nkrumah

An SA-spopsored vganisalion

R M g e




Brothers and Sisters, .

This is an appeal to you to realise three things : (1) Namibia exists. It is
the last colony on the African continent, and it is colonised by none other than that hateful
apartheid regime of South Africa, which is systematically robbing the country of its
immeasurable wealth; (2) After years of struggle, and thousands of death, Namibia is supposed
to gain its independence on November 1. However, South Africa is doing all in its power to hold
onto Namibia, even though it is pretending to go along with UN Resolution 435, and the western
world is turning a blind eye to South Africa's current list of crimes; (3) You, a citizen of, or
resident in the USA, the most influential member of the UN Security Council, have the power to
support the struggle of the peopie of Namibia and its vanguard organisation, SWAPQ, to gain true
independence, thereby stopping the long war for independence and saving lives.

All we ask is that you read the information below, learn about the struggle
against apartheid and colonialism in Namibia, and support us in our campaign to bring knowledge
of this struggle to the minds and hearts of all the people in the US. The US is the most influential
member of the UN Security Council, which is playing such a crucial role in creating and
intensifying the crisis for the Namibian people.

Come to the African Students Association Forum on February 27, from
7pm to 10pm, in LC 5. Learn more about the struggle in Namibia, and how you can contribute to
liberating a nation.

SUPPORT PEACE AND FREEDOM IN NAMIBIA!

AMANDLA NGAWETHU! ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!!

NAMIBIA UNDER SIEGE

The independence of Namibia is under siege from two fronts. The one front, predictably, is
the racist regime in South Africa. The other front, under the leadership and orchestration of the
United States, is the entire Security Council of the United Nations, including the Soviet union.

SECURITY COUNCIL BLACKMAIL

The Security Council has overtly blackmailed the United Nations to amend. and
significantly weaken Resolution 435, adopted by all these countries in 1978, which is to lead to
the independence of Namibia, under UN supervision. This amendment includes a clause which is
to reduce the United Nations Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG) from 7,500 to 4.650 men.
The UNTAG contains a military component which is to monitor the election process, o prevent
infringements of Resolution 435 and the Brazzaville Accords, signed in December 1988 by Cuba,
Angola and South Africa.

This would mean that there would be more South African soldiers and police in Namibia
than members of the UNTAG, and the UNTAG has to monitor both the South African army and
police, as well as SWAPO. That is clearly not enough, especially when you consider that South
Africa is at present using its police and army in Namibia to retain power. SWAPO and the
Council of Churches in Namibia are desperately trying to convince the UN to maintain the
strength of the UNTAG to ensure free and fair elections.

The Security Council nations are however threatening to stop payment if the UN does not
accept their amendment - BLACMAIL!

SOUTH AFRICA INCREASES VIOLATIONS

The wrangling in the UN has sent a clear message to South Africa; that the most influential
members of the UN are not concerned with peace, security, justice and independence for
Namibia, only with money and with cutting costs, regardless of the human cost and the human
rights cost. South Africa has therefore responded with a sharp increase in the number and the
extent of their violation of Resolution 435 and the Brazzaville Accords.

CHURCHES APPEAL AND SA VIOLATIONS
The Council of Churches in Namibia (CCN) has twice in January sent emergency telexes 1o
the United Nations, appealing to them to note South Africa's atrocities, and not reduce the UNTAG.




Times Union photo by John Carl D'Annibale
CHALLENGE — Booths of the Westchester Black Women's Political Caucus, left, and the Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism were part of the annual conference of the state Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators in the
Legislative Office Building in Albany on Saturday.




presents a Community Forum

"Crisis in Southern Africa“

= Speakers
w.. | South Africa - representative of

B the ANC observer missionto
" the United Nations.

Namibia - Representative of the
SWAPO observer mission to
the United Nations.

Angola - Representative of the
Angolan mission to the
United Nations.

Cultral Preseniations by Students Irom lhe Street Academy

[m For more info, call or write

Endorsers:

Friday, March 31

at
Macedonia Baptist Church
(172 N. Allen Street, Albany) CDCAAR
PO Box 3002
Program begins 7.30pm Alb, NY 12203

Doors open 7.00pm (518) 436-0562




A JEWISH CALL IN SUPPORT
OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE

We, the undersigned American Jews, deeply concerned for the future of
the State of Israel, support the Palestinian right to statehood alongside the
State of Israel. We see this as part of a comprehensive and lasting settle-
ment to the Arab-israell conflict.

We welcome the PLO leadership’s statements in Alglers, Stockholm and
Geneva, recognizing the State of Israel's right to exist, renouncing the use
of terrorism, and supporting a negotiated political resolution of the con-
flict, based on U.N. resolutions 242 and 338. We support the official Ameri-
can readiness to open “substantive contacts” with the PLO, and stand to-
gether with the Israell peace movamem'f%all for the opening of talks be-
tween the Israeli government and the PLO leadership. We are convinced

“that this provides an historic opportunity to advance peace in the Middie
East. We add our voices to the Palestinians, Israelis and Americans who
are champloning the cause of peace. We ask youto joinus.
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Capital District Coatition T—— *
Against Apartheid y s .P'éS’f’AGEG
and Rnc_ism o PALID
A Project of the Social Justice Center Permit No. 501
33 Central Avenue Aibany, N.Y.
Albany, New York 12210 -

B

[H. SOUTHERN AFRICAN CONTRA MAP

gggzgﬁ: A USA financed and controlled puppet army, established for the sole
purpose of overthrowing a legitimate government of the people. The term Was
first used to deSCfibe the band of soldiers, recruited by the CIA in an effort
to overthrow the Nicaraguan government and its revolution. The term CONTRA
means counter-revolutionary. They perform the function of keeping American
businessmen rich and powerful and the peonle ponr and embattled.

ANGOLA: has been under constant
attack by South Africa

UNITA: a band of Angolan contras
Ted by Jonas Savimbi, financed by
the US and South Africa, Unita is
portrayed as 4 group of Black free-
dom fighters. They are not. They
are contras. They attack roads,
railway lines, women, children,
farmland. The Cubans, at the
request of the Angelans, are in
Angola to help the Angolan govt.
stave off the combined onslaught
of SA, USA and UNITA,

i . AMIBIA: has been illegally oce
ﬁ““cupiﬁa by South Africa for over
20 years, Over 100,000 South
African troops are enforcing
apartheid in Namibia...v...
ml ﬂﬂdS TR Shﬁﬂti!ﬁ yonefiO
Black voting rights, etc.

MOZAMBIQUE: 1is also
under attack by South
Africa and RENAMO:

{or Mozambique National

" Resistance - MNR) is the

contra group in the countr:

Renamo is financed and run
by South Africa and is

responsible for the massacres

of thousands of Mozembicans,

Y At this time Renamo is not bein
openly funded by the US but there
are moves in Congress to get this to

happen.




Anti-Racism Coalition
Wants Probe Continued

By CATHY WOODRUFF
Gazette Reporter

ALBANY — Representatives of the Capi-
tal District Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racismn are calling on local authorities to
continue pursuing departmental and misde-
meanor charges against a police officer ac- |
cused of beating a woman in the city lockup,

Turley was suspended by the oartment

Court on a misdemeanor reck! (s assault
charge His arrest followed an ir ostigation
by the department's Internal A  urs Unt,
responding to a formal complair: made by

I
despite the refusal of a grand jury to indict 11* 28-year-old Peggy Rulfin of Mccwire Ave. |
b t

e

him on felony assault charges.

-

- ol ;h&“ i |

on Jan 6 after he was arraign: . 0 Police

Nonday, March 27, 13%% at 1:00ps at City Hall.

complaints of police abuse.
senber of
representative.

The Comsunity Police FRelations Board will be weeting on

The public is
invited to attend, provide comments and suggestions and SQDIIF
The Coalition is an otganizationai
the oard and has selected Vickie Smith as the group's

the Coalition urges its wmembers to attend these peblic
seetings vhich vill occur every fourth Nonday of each month, See
rhe pewsletter and the lecal newspapers for the time and place.

-4

-

o

 which Rutnik decided to seek the dis

Representatives of the coalition gathe
outside City Hall yesterday to urgegm!:“m
police officials not to let their investigation
ol accusations against Officer James F
Turley drop with last week's conclusion of a
grand jury investigation

“We want them to know people are watch-
ing who are concerned about the outcome "
said Merton Simpson. co-chairman of the
t:oamu:mlso He :nd other members of the
group also sad they wiil for
public disclosure of the mmumnﬁ?
rounding the case.

Turley, 32, remains on suspension without |

pay, Sgt. Robert Wolfgang, police depart-
ment spokesman. said yesterday “As far as

our departmental charges, they're still |n

effect ” he said

. © B

"By processing this case through a grand
jury, the public and the victims and their
attornevs, as well, are prevented from
knowing how the evidence was actually eva
luated.” Simpson said. “This 18 but another

e

mechanism by which hias-related violence .

perpetrated by the police is whitewashed
Simpson alse criticized the “haste” with

of the previous assault charge .

Mark Mishler. a lawyer and mer.
the coalition, even suggested that hi i
also could reach the conclusion that the
charges against Turley are unfounded if the
misdemeanor charge were to go Lo trial in
Folice Court. But because of the required
secrecy surrounding a grand jury, he poted
the testimony of witnesses in the case 15 not
public

v * *

Alice Green of the New York Civil Liber
ties Union, who also attended the news con-
ference, compared the case in some ways Lo
the case of Jessie Davis, a 35-year-old for
mer mental patient shot in his Arbor Hill

"apartment in July 1984 after allegedly

twice funging at police with a kmfe and
serving fork. o o &

Turley allegedly dra Ruffin by her
hair while she was handcuffed, pushed her
against a wall and knocked her 1o the floor
of the Division [1 Iockur Ruffin's eve was
hurt when she allegedly fell against Turley's
knee during the incident

Ruffin was among five people arrested
Oct. 9 during a fracas on Second Street
involving more than 15 people The fight
reportedly began after a group of whiles
calling out racial slurs against Tawana
Brawley forced a car carrying several black
people Lo stop

Ruffin, who i3 black, was one of the pas-
sengers  the car and was charged with
disorderly conduct and resisting arrest.

A grand jury investigatin case re-
turned “no bill® against Turley one week
ago. Christopher Rutnik, a special prosecu-
tor appointed for the case by District Attor-
ney Sol Greenberg, said that action
effectively put an to criminal charges
against Turley He said he expected 10 ask
that the initial reckless assault charge
brought against Turley in Poli
dismissed.

Simpson yesterday criticized the ling
of the case through the grand jury “The

| decision 1o impanel a grand jury at the
behest of [Rutnik] was not warranted for the |

intentional and reckless assauit charges,
both misdemeanors, and harassment. a
mere violation,” Simpson said in a prepared
statement.

, for wiolating the rights of four former col-

Police uitimately were cleared of blame
in the Davis shooting, but a grand jury did
issue a report recommending changes in
police procedure and training.

In the Turley case, Green said. “there are
some of the same kinds of suspicions that
were raised in Jessie Davis because the
community never knows what happened.”

Rutnik could not be reached for comment
on the case, but previously has asserted the
need for a grand jury investigation in the
Turley case, saying there were several
“questions of fact” surrounding accounts of
the incident.

Simpson also called for increased support
of Albany's Police-Community Relations
Board by Mayor Thomas M. Whalen 111 “so
that patterns of police abuse and bias-relat-
ed violence can be dentified and incidents
of ias-related violence, particularly by the

CRISIS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA .
A COMMUNITY FORUM

On Friday, March 31, 1989 at 7:30 p.m.
representatives from the ANC of South Africa
Observer Mission to the U.N., the SWAPO of
Namibia Observer Mission to the U.N. and a
representative of the Angolan Mission to the
U.N. will discuss the current crisis in South-

police, can be stopped.” . : : : .
iR ern Africa. (see enclosed flyer for details)
S Whalen could Vi 3 . ‘ _
impso Saggestad that This is a very important educational

throw hus support behind a public relations
campaign designed to encou resigents
to report suspecied incidents of police rac-
ism to the board

event for the Capital District. Several crit-
ical questions about the future of Namibia,
Wolfgang said the Police Department s _ , i . . . . i
u:angn of Turley will next go to an the strugple against apartheid in South Africa
ator for consideration of departmen- and future peace for Angola will be addressed
Lex vusconduct charges : . , i
This s the second time Turiey has been by this distinguished panel.
formally accused of mistre suspects We are oncce e N oo e ¥
in May 1988, he and fellow officer Peter € are encouraging evervone to come to
Krasher were found liabie by a federal jury this i1mportant event - to learn more and to
help welcome these honored guests to our
community. The Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism is sponsoring this
event which will take place at Macedonia
Baptist Church, 172 N.Allen Street in Albany.

tege students at a party six vears ago.
urley and Krasher were found (o have
taunted the students with racial slurs and
placed plastic handcuffs too ughtly on the

students’ wrists

The city was ordered to pay $235000 in
damages, and Turley and Krasher were or-

, dered to pay $1.000 I

L T B s e T ——- <Py A

ANTI--RACISM FRONT PROTESTS AGAINST MEIR KAHANE

Approximately 75 people from area organizations gathered in front of Page
Hall of the downtown SUNYA campus in Albany to protest against a lecture by
Rabbi Meir Kahane. Signs were carried reading "Kahanism is Racism,”" "Albany
Opposes Kahane" and "Kahane doesn't speak for this Jew." It was a great ex-
ample of the unity in the Capital District to confront and isolate avowed
racists

Meir Kahane “has espoused a doctrine of violence, hate and racism. He and
his followers pose a threat to the life and liberty of Palestinian Arabs, to
fabric of Israeli society, and to prospects for peace and justice in the
Middle East,.

Many organizations protested in the demonstration - the Capital District
" mmittee for Palestinian Rights, Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism,

adent Committee for Palestinian Rights, New Jewish Agenda, Albany State
Black Alliance, SUNYA Peace Projects and Minority Affairs Council.




There will be war ... in Namibis ...

Until the philosophy
That makes one man inferior
And another ... superior
Is finally ... and permanently
Discredited ... and abandoned
There will be war
( Hobent N. Marley)

The man was wise and spoke the truth. In South Africa there can be no peace until apartheid is
destroyed. In Namibia, there can be no peace until the illegal occupation of the racist South African regime is
ended, and all that remains of apartheid in Namibia is destroyed.

Namibia is the last remaining colony on the African continent. It was initially taken, by force, by the
Germans in the 1880's. Colonial rule changed hands but not substance in 1919, when South Africa was
‘awarded trusteeship' of Namibia by the League of nations. It seems that the western imperialists thought it
their right to dispose of a country and its people as though they were mere pawns in their political
machinations and not people. However, that is done!

South Africa’s trusteeship agreement was that it would develop the Namibian people economically,
educationally, etc to prepare them to govern their own land. South Africa, however, tried to turn its
trusteeship to its own racist advantage. In barbarous fashion, it exploited both people and resources,
violently expropriating rich agricultural and mineral-rich land, crushing all forms of protest. Throughout its
occupation, up to the present the South African regime has systematically been denying Namibians political
rights in their own country. South Africa has raped the land, the people, and even the trust placed in it by the
international community.

The people of Namibia did not accept this passively however. They resisted the German
occupation and they are resisting the South African occupation. Because of their often heroic and always
legitimate resistance, they have been met with brutal repression by these colonial slavemasters. South
Alrica's massacre of aimost 900 unarmed refugees, men women and children, at Kassinga is just one case in

point.

Despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles and overwhelming odds, the Namibian resistance
through its vanguard organisation, the South West African People's Organisation (SWAPQ) has grown from
strength to strength. SWAPQ new has an army, the People's Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN}, which is
taking on the strongest army on the African continent, and scoring victories against it in the field. It has
developed refugee settlements and training camps in neighbouring countries, which produce soldiers,
scholars, technicians etc. - people committed to fighting for peace in Namibia and building a strong and just
country. Even more importantly, it enjoys overwhelming support amongst Namibians, despite massive
attempts by the government and the government-controlled media to discredit it. In the event of fair and
open elections, there is no doubt that SWAPQ will win.

South Africa has been forced to the negotiating table and has finally agreed to end its occupation
and withdraw from Namibia, thus allowing the country to attain its independence. However, South Africa has
used this tactic before. it promises withdrawal to gain time and breathing space, then uses it to launch a fresh
attack on the independence process. The indications are that they are trying to do this again.

The United Nations passed resolution 435 in 1978, calling on South Africa to withdraw and for
Namibia to hold free and open elections under UN supervision. To this end, they proposed that a UN
peacekeeping force be established, consisting of 7500 people, to monitor any attempts by the South
Alfrican police and army to influence or disrupt the elections. Now the UN, under pressure from the USA,
which claims to be interested in democracy, yet has consistently supported South Africa's illegal occupation,
has amended the resolution to reduce the number to 4650. They plead financial considerations. (sic!)

7500 was considered necessary in 1978, when the South African police in Namibia numbered only
600. Now they number 8000. There are over 100,000 South African military personnel in Namibia and
South Africa is still conscripting white Namibians into its South West African Territorial Force (SWATF), which
it pledged to disband. It is clear South Africa's intentions in Namibia are not benign!

The UN amendment to resolution 435 is a recipe for chaos! In order to ensure that democracy,
justice and peace prevails in Namibia, SWAPO and all the other freedom-loving people of Namibia have 1o
fight harder, and we have to work harder in their support, because the liberation of Namibia is another nail in
the coffin of apartheid, and a major step towards the complete freedom and independence of the entire
Alrican continent.

it is for this reason that we turn to you for international solidarity with the people of Namibia. The
peoples of South Africa and Namibia turn to you, not as helpless victims of apartheid and colonialism, but as




proud peoples fighting for their liberation. We need to make people aware of the crisis in Namibia, and we
need to develop structures whereby we can give aid to the people of Namibia. We need to continuously
expose South Africa’s violations of all its international accords, and US hypocrisy, and we have to work to
make this a media issue.

One of the many interesting things said by Kwame Ture on his visit to SUNY was, "if you are not for
this system, you are against it!" | put it to you, "if you are not doing anything about changing the system, you
are for it" and this system includes the superexploitation of Africa, in general and Namibia, in particular,

Come to the tables in the Campus Centre lobby on 29 through 31 March, and find out how
important you are to the Namibian independence process, how it affects you and what role you can play in
this struggle against a combination of apartheid and colonialism - two words that should have died a quick

death a long time ago.

Yours in Struggle

6&(\ P LEN\S

Sponsored by: Africen Students Associstion, Albany State
Univ. Black Allisnce, Fuerze Latine, Minority Affeirs, Pan-

Carribbean Asggociation
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~ By Bernadette Reisert

Fredua A. Ofori-Atg is g 21-year-old junior at
SUNY Albany. Ofori-Atta is from Ghana, West
Africa, He has a double major in communications
and art and was just electod president of the African
Students’ Association ot SUNY Atbany. He came to
Mfmms:mmlmwmnwmgn
SUNYA in 1987. Ofori-Atta is also involved in rhe
Captiol Districs Coalition Against Aparthewd and
Racism, a community-based organization in Albany.

What brought you to an American waiversity?

I he education i3 easier here.
How?

Il Ghana, education is like the British system.
After the equivalent of the tweifth grade, you take
the ordinary level exam. Then you go for a two-year
course, which is the ogquivalent of & community col-
lege here. Then you take the advanced level exams, If
1 seam (0 be a little 100 old for my college status, it's
because | 100k those two years in Ghuna.

You've just been olected president of the African
Stadents’ Associstion (ASA). What other extra.
cwrvicuier sctivithes bave you been lnvolved ln?

L my freshman year, | was the Communications
Chalrperson for ASUBA for one semester. | was also
Wplved in Minority Affairs with George Lewis and
Whwome Fodderingham, as far a8 programming.
Lt yeur | was the tremsurer of the ASA and | joined
the Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and
{(CDCAAR). | was the chairperson for the
*ﬂ' commitiee for the coalition's Namibia cam-
pllgn this past summer. | am also & member of the
Viee President’s Commitiee on Racial Concerns.

What are your goals for the ASA this semester?

Since we're starting a little late, we're basically
soltg 1o Uy 10 educste people about the anti-
Wurunthoutm-\fm.uttuutry
10 incremse our membership. On October 20, we're
platning a fundraiser in the Ballroom. This is part of
the Namibia campaign and we also want 10 introduce
oW organization 10 new students.

ia November, we're going (0 be bringing speakers
ffom the American Commission on Africa, There
will aiso be & visit by student members of the African
Natlonal Congress (ANC), the organization of
Melton Mandels. Student members of the ANC will
qmummmm'ummum
g by here 1o inform us about issues in South Africs.

Vou're siways wearing s @iffercut buttos, bul wsual
FREE NELSON MANDELA butios. Do peo-
COMEER! O QReIlion you abowl (hese’

Bmmmdmocmic movement, which
hamofpaophwhouen;mm'qam Apar-
memm'fofnfmm.
have kept their struggle going for years. We are not
§oing (o be let down, it's hard, but we're not going to
be let down.

memhnnﬁb&hmdhm
ment’y sisunch position on Apartheid?

Thm's a good question. They keep talking
aboul reform and integrating piaces like Johan.
nesburg, 10 what you're saying is true. Those reforms
are & facade. The reality is that these people are
squirming under those sanctions that the U.S. has
imposed on them. If the U.S. and other countries like
Britain and Japan would do more in terms of sanc-
tions, these people will give in. Peopile like Bishop
Desmond Tutu, Winnie Mandels, Albertina Sisuly,
nllhndunoflhanmi-d\pnnmmuulohnnutﬂ
unU.sAmdathumnm-tomthum-
tiom.lhwﬂh:muncﬁomwmhcmm
mu.Thmhﬂylﬂmk.AmnhonM,
I'm an optimistic person, | always like 1o look at the

rauamm"n-mmmmu
Namibla'' campuign?

Tfmhlhcmwuummmmbythc
CDCAAR in March of 1989 to raise funds 10 send to
Namibin. As you know, the UN has finally decided,
under Resolution 439, that Namibia deserves in-
dependence from Sowth Africa. On April |, the
Namibia independence process began and (s schedul.
ed to end Nov, | when there will be voting for the
first time in the iife of Namibians

Other than fundraising, the intention of the
CDCMI'uuMum*onlhewocum.m
(rimes, the killings and the oppression that South
Africa is imposing on the Namibian people. They are
uaummmammwmm
from gaining total independence.

mhnn#dﬂnmm'b—
levest on this compus?

A A R b AR PR A FNG S2657

Campus politics
should concern
everyone, they teach
the fundamentals
beyond the college
campus

U nfortunaiely, there aren’t 0o many students
who tend to be interested in the anti- Aparthesd strug-
gle, Southern Africa, or Africa issues in general, |

Fua Offori-Atta

wish there was more interest because anti- Apertheid
issues should concern everyone.

When you read the Freedom Charter of the ANGC,
It states clearly its non-racial approsch 10 the whole
struggle. But umfortunately, students ses me labling
and some won't stop a1 all. | wouldn't say that it's
always because of my skin color, i’y jast beoause
they have no interest.

This is unfortunate because campus politics is wp-
posed 10 train and prepare you for the community
and the real World out there. That's why we go to
school, (o learn the fundamentals beyond the college
campus.

Do you think these activithes are ws importast s
classroom rxpertence?

Doﬁnitdy, Definitely. The classroom has
given me the theoretical aspect of the experience out-
side. | get 10 analyze it and try to apply it when | step
Out there. That's one of the reasons | became more
involved in community work and want 1o g¢t more
students involved. Because that's where the reality is
We still have to do our studying and apply it to the
real world and ouwr community.

Hn“yuﬂﬂ“xﬂvﬂ-hn‘ﬂm
d-a“hymmrooynmhnu
sacrifice the scademics?

A.ctunuy. I don't know how | do it. I'm not an
A student, but I'm surviving. | love what I'm doing
as far as extra-curricular activities. | don "t know how
I do it though,

What are some of your cbesrvalloms sboui the
U“Mumnmhﬂr

Wd.fummu.mmmuubm
iMumwm.me
nth‘:“&-mﬁvﬁmhmm
& much as in Ghana. There | felt ke family juss
about everywhere | went. 1's not thet the U.S.
citizens are bad people, the rystem just makes them
become more individuslistic

Do you plan 1o go back to Ghans after you finkh
schoal?

4 \holuldy Definitely. | want 10 go back w0
Ohaana. | have 10 go back (0 Ghana and | will go
back 10 Ghana. Afer | get my bachelor's degree |
want 10 go 1o law school and | know the U.S. doesn't
need another lew student like me. They have enough,
and my country doesn’t.

I e e
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The Venceremos Brigade
— 20 and going strong

HAVANA — A longshoreman from Seattle.
an 80-year-old housing activist from New York, a
delivery driver from Boston, a key participant in
grassroots Chicago politics, a long-time commu-
nity organizer from New Mexico: they are among
the 20th anniversary contingent of the Venceremos
Brigade, whose 250 members armived here Sunday .

“Thank you for working to strengthen the ties
between our two people.” Renaldo Gonzalez.
Vice-President of the Cuban Institute of Friendship
with the People, told the Brigade's 1989 contin-
gent Monday evening.

“The Brigade has brought more than 5,000
people to our country over the last two decades.
They have been able to compare Cuban reality with
the systematic lies and distortions about us in the
U.S. media and then return home to tell your peo-
ple the truth. The Brigade has been and IS a vital
link of communications between the Cuban and
North American people.”

Kenneth Jones. an African- American commu-
nity organizer from Washington D C. and member
of the Brigade's Executive Board. said the “Cuban
Revolution will go down in history as one of the
mMOSt important ever, in particular because of its
outstanding social achievements and uncompro-
mising struggle against impenalism. racism and

R s

sexism,

“The U.S. government is terrified that the
people will learn the truth about Cuba, that even f
YOu are poor, you can provide a decent diet. medi-
cal care, education, housing and jobs to al] *

Jones compared the situation in Havana with
that in Washington. “Here there are no drugs, pros-
titution, pornography. There really is no violent
street cnime in Havana and all young people are in
school.

“In Washington we are losing a whole genera-
tion to drugs and violence. . The infant mortality
rate in the Black community is almost twice that of
Cuba.”

Jones brought the crowd to its feet when he
touched on Cuba’s support for the struggle against
apartheid and for Namibia's independence.

"A key job of our movement.” he said, “1s to
end the United States’ criminal blockade and, most
of all, the travel ban that Stops our people from
seeing Cuba for themselves

Jones also observed that the Brigade brings
people together who might not have the opportuni-
ty o work together at home .

During their two-week stay on the island the
brigadistas will pick citrus fruit and help on con-
struction as a show of support for Cuba’s devel-
opment efforts. They will also meet with Cubans
from all walks of life, march in Havana's May Day
rally and tour part of the country

"—_‘“




it's not feir for the U.S. government ~A propagands of lles againat the Cuw
' keap Americans from visiting Cuba.”
Charien  Marshall,

orney)

i

For ghe past 20. years, w.ith calloused hands and sunburned bodies blackened by the burnt cane or whitened by concre:
carried out their solidarity work. It's the Venceremos Brigade, made up of representatives of the U.S. progressive moven

come to understand and then tell others about the Cuban reality "Havana, June

AGAINST ALL ODDS

g - el 14

losa Angeles a+ United Stetes.

“Slogans on this 20th anniversery ol ! sm dismayed by the guppent my Teuth is lacking in US news by vad. The attention givel
ban church Is baing sproead In the the Vencaremos Brigade are ‘Relations governmeant givas to the entiCuba Ra-  casts sbout Cuba  (Patiicis Trowers whal most impres
(Yiima Ramirez, who with Cuba’ and End the blockade = dio Martl" (Shalesh M Balla, journsiist  Johnson, inlormetion specialist. ABC member  (Francis
works lor a New York Protestent (Belven Loule, electionics worker fram  from Durham, North Carolina) v worker lrom Arlzon

church) San Franclsco)
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Revolution. the mr!:m of ¢

e

remos Brigade, representing the best of
U.8. progressiva movement, arrived r
Cube ‘ % .

i
™e contingent consisted this tme of 280
members from 50 cities in 20 states. They
belong to a total of sbout 200 pacifist, women s
religious and other organizations,

As on past occasions, these guests of the
“uban institute of Friendship with the Peooies
(ICAP) were lodged at the Julla Antonio Mealle
intarmnational Camp, in the Mavana municipality
of Caimito, some 30 kilometers west of the
capital, whare they picked oranges and !amons.
and cisared some land for pubilg buildings and
aw agricultural areas.

The Brigade aiso toured schoois, cooperatives
and suger mills in Havana and Pingr del Alo
provinces., and in the capitsl they attended
conferences on Cuban democrscy, culture and
retigion. In addition, the contingent took part
in the Msy Day parade held in the José Marti
Revolution Square.

A BIT OF MISTORY

When the first contingent of the Vencersmos
Brigade arrived in Cuba in December 1969 1o
cooperate with the 1370 sugar harvest etfort,
it was (00 early 10 predict the sventual m-
pertance of these groups in the developmant
of the solidarity shown by peopie n the United
States towards the first socialist revolution of
e western nemisphears.

For over the past 20 years more than 5500
Americans have come (0 Cuba on the Brigade
and cut thousands of tons of sugarcene, picked
citrus fruit, helped prepare land and built homes
for Cuban workers. By doing so they have
Challenged the US. blockade and protested
against the aggressions of the US. government

Brigade membars from the various states are
Jrouped into  regional committeses. through
which thay carry out many activities in solidarity
and friengship with Cuba, These inciude conter-
ances, exhidita and fiim showings

Lately their solidarity work has been extended
toward the Salvadoran, Nicaraguan, Puarto Rican
and Namibian peocples.

But this has been no sasy task. In their work
they have clashed with the Central Intelligence
Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investige
tions and have had 10 put up with thrsaten:ng
phone calls, housebrsaking, mail interception,
bugged teiephones and car sabotage.

And 30, for 20 years with calloused hands
and sunburned bodies blackened by the burning
cane or whitened by concrete, thay nave carried
gut their solidarity work against all odds.

WITH THE BRIGADE MEMBERS

Charies Marshail: This yoar we ser up the
Coalition ftor Free interchange of |deas with
the aim of overturning the US laws banning
free travel to and from Cuba.

Marshall is an old friend of Cubs. He's been
N our country nine tmes. A Los Angeles at
torney. Marshall presides over the local Brigade
regional committes,

1t's not fair for the US. governmaent to set
UP @ wall preventing Americans from visiting
Cuba, while at the same time sponsoring
diversionist radio station unrespecttully named
after National Hero José Martl, to broadcast
propaganda against the Cuban Revolution.

He said that Brigade members have done
radio programs in the United States on life in

country .uuma.
— has Improved meny things. perticular
: living standards and food dlstridution.

“I was in Caimito and in Pinar del Rio
m.muwummmmuw
saw some vegetabls markets selling & ot of
produce that was hard to find before.”

He sdded, “the capital Is siso chenging. More
tall buildings are being put up. in spite of dit
fleulties due to shortsge In some materiais.

| believe. however, that in this fHeld you
shouldnt rush when it comes to finishing
bulldings. The main thing s to complete the
work with good quality, And if you have been
able to make somaething as big as the Revolw
1on, you re surely able to do many other things

perfectly.”

Belven Lowie: ™his young man of Chineas
origin lives in San Francisco. The last time he
was In Cubs wes in 1970, as member of the
Brigade s first contingent.

- 'The changes |'ve seen 80 far in the plsces
‘ve visited are many, | think thers s not &
single spot in Havans where some sort of

mm.mmm:mpmcmmm
roamed Havana streets and chatted with peopie.

‘I havent seen hungry or barsfoot children,
littie beggars. This s the only place | haven't
seen them, because the reaality n other Latin
American countries |'ve visited as a reporter
in intolerable.

And then she added. There may be some
problema in Cube, iike those resuiting from
poor distribution or shortages n some nNonDasIc
products, or due to poor organization and in
frastructure. But you have to D8 very aware
that the basic human needs — food, nousing,
heaith and education — ars guaranteed In this
country.  She said that two pariods in |ife
which require axtra care, childhood and oid
ge, are securs In Cubs.

Viima Aamirez: Of Chilean iGN, she ives
" New York City and works n a Protestant
church as assistant on Latin American and
Middie Eastern affairs

e “t Lo
- - r 3§

construction work isn't going on, be it homaes.
noapitals and day-care centers. it's incradibie
the progress !'ve seen.’

Louie sald that in contrast with all that and
with the increasingly evident supgort of the
Cuban peopie for thewr Aevoiution. it is absurd
for the US. government to continue to entorce
'ta hostile and intransigent poiicy toward Cuba.

‘Owur slogans on this 20th snniversary of the
venceremos Brigade are Helations with Cuba
and ‘End the blockade, because thers is growing
interest on the part of different US. trade and
Industry sectors for rapport with Cuba,

He said that in his own sector. slectronics,
MAnY eaxchanges could take pisce among both
countriss specialists.

‘We must put our intelligence &t the servica
of détents. The US. government shouid think
about this more carefully, instesd of continuing
the astubborn and reactionary policy toward
Cube for 30 years. ™

Shetesh M'Beila: A reporter from the Justice
Speake of Durham, North Caroiine. she said that

Members of the 20th contingent of the Venceremos Brigade. hard at work
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A propaganda of lles dgainat the Cuban
-WICh 13 Deing spread in the United States
‘hara they claim that there 3 no freedom ot
que ‘angion in Luba, which 18 totally false.
w1 th . :
|
Papr, Une way of countering this situation. she
3aid, would be tfor churches in the United
States 10 salarge the annusl tours by US
Fop 2 religious pecple, o put them in contact with
“oy thelr Cuban colleagues
Bringing in more religious people wishing
10 understand the Cuben reality and showing
them how believars live heare and that there 8
'reedom of expression and of ideas.
She said thet for the past four years US
“hurch members made trips to Cuba, but ‘this
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fFroe um.tt the camp.
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should be increased and made bHetler xnown n
the United States

Patricia Trowers Johneon: For - 8 ntorme
tion specialist for ABC television etwork ne
nain thing s truth, which s acking n U3
news bDroadcast about Cuba.

i va taiked with people in Mavana aspecialiy
young peopie, and | ve cieared up &l Ny doubty
about this country and, of the same :.(me T
discoversd that the radio and felavision Bro-
paganda about Cuba 19 all a Dig lLie

Fatricia said that as in many world capilas,
inCiuding those of the industrialized capita st
countries, Havana haa problems. Sha cited poor
urban transportation — thare aren t enough
buses.

But these are temporsry problems for Vs
Jans which can be soived with nime and a
littie effort. It's not like that with the probiems
facing other underdeveioped countries “a
PoOr healith care and facilities. an Jcartam
future for chuldren and unemployment.”

Francisca Cabazos. | met s Jucana so
Cial worker living n Arizona numents Sefors
‘eaving the camp. Smiling, she said (s was
her fourth, visit 10 Cuba and that there was
something which always impressed her nhers

its the happiness of Cuban children .
08N it In their taces in ali my trips 10 Havena.
particuianty whea we visited the Ernesto Lhe
Guevars Pioneers Peiace.

Cuban children are the happiest in the world,
he said. Decause “they dont know about
hunger, an uncertain future or drug use, which
'8 Very conmwmon in my country

We need revolutions like the Cuban Revoiw
tian, capsbie of putting nto practice programs
10 help children. And this is the tegiing every
Venceremos B8rigade mamber over the past 20
years has had after being in Cuba




Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid
and Racism
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March 20,

Joe McDermatt, President

Civil Service Emplouees Association
143 ‘Washington Ave.

Box 7125 Capital Station

Albany, NY 12224

| was recently maage 2ware of ypur Dec.20th letter to Chemical Bank
regarding their financing role 'n trz takeover of Consolidated Gald Fields by
MnorCo (8 South african controllec Sampany)
four asctions in support of the international Jcott of the apartheid
reqime, not only represent the w1l of qour members byt 3lso serve to demon-
strate that CSEA 15 taking the 1::zue Jeyond a rnetorice  level by providing lead-
ersnip in the trade umion movement in New VYark State
b understand that you will also be establishing anti-apartheid com-
> In 2ach CSEA region in the state ‘we were very pleased to hear about all
c i the future to a proguctive warking rela-
tranship with New York State’s 'argest Public Ernployse’'s uUmion
Congratulations on your ejection SUCCRSS

mittees
of these activities and look forward

-

Towards neacse 1n Sauthern Africas
NS 3 new Jay in CSEA

Vo

vera Michelson

Co chalr

$w




hight on schedule

Tienaa Ushon photn by by Dloketsn

A gaggle of geese sweeps in on a final approach for landing on Saratoga Lake on an overcast first day of spring Monaay.

Court rules informer can remain anonymous

By John Caher /; e
Staff writer 3/a1 / 'L
NEW YORK — A federal appeals
court has ruled that authorities may
keep confidential the identity of an
FBI informant whose tip-off to Albany
lice led to arrests during the Spring-
demonstration in 1981

The US. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Manhattan — in a decision handed
down last month — held that Vera
Michelson of Albany and other mem-
bers of the Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism are not
entitled to know the identity of the
informant.

Michelson, Aaron Estis of Washing-

Uﬂm-’? ton, D.C., and several other members

authoriues conspired to prevent them  coalition, was not immediately availa-

of the coalition were arrested in 1981, from staging a peaceful protest ble for comment. Walter bandled the

just prior to their planned protest of a  against apartheid, South Africa's poli-

rugby match between the South Afri-

can Springboks and a club from
Schenectady.

Police had said they raided Michel-
son's 400 Central Ave, apartment
because the informant said the protes-
tors were Communist Workers Party
members planning a violent demon-
stration at the rugby game.

Charges of marijuana and fireworks
possession against Michelson and Estis
were dropped and they filed a civil
lawsuit against the city of Albany, the
FBI and Albany County, alleging

cy of racial segregation.

The city last year agreed to pay a
total of $47000 to Michelson, the
coalition and KEstis, bul an action
against the FBI and Albany County
was dismissed by US. District Judge
Neal P. McCurn in 1987,

McCurn previously refused to order
officials 1o reveal the identity of the
informant, agreeing that he could be in
jeopardy if his identity was disclosed,
according to court records.

Attorney Lanny E. Walter of Albany,
who represented Michelson and the

appulonbehl!ohllmpmnuﬂs

away from that.”

Baseball card
dealers foul
out in Albany

ALBANY — Seven baseball card
dealers were cited Sunday for not
having the documents that allow
them to collect and pay state sales
tax, the state Department of Taxa-
tion and Finance said.

The citations were issued at 11
am at the Polish Community
Center on Washington Avenue, de-
partment spokesman Paul Rickard
said.

The maximum penalty for the
misdemeanor charge of failure to
possess certificates of authority is a
year in prison and a §1,000 fine,
Rickard said.

“Selling these cards, some of
which may be worth considerable
sums of money, is a sale of tangible
personal §  rty subject to sales
tax in Ne s ork state,” Rickard
said.

“If you enter into a show or a flea

2 vie for Cohoes school board seat

COHOES ~ Two Coboes natives are in the running for the
one seat up for grabs in the upcoming Board of Education
election.

John Niedbalec Jr., 42, of Melville Avenue and Joseph
Nadeau, 36, of Western Avepue have announced their
candidacy for the seat now held by board President Stephen
Cowan.

Cowan has yet to announce his intentions in the May 2
district election.

Niedbalec, a 19-year employee of Grand Union, graduated
from Keveny Memorial Academy and served in the Air
Force during the Vietnam war. He is the father of two
daughters who attend Cohoes public schools.

Niedbalec is also a charter member of the Cohoes High
School Parent Teacher Association and currently serves as
vice pregident of the Cohoes High School Men's Association.

for the district.
“Fiscal responsibility and are what
the Cohoes school board W on 1

Nadeau, a former General Electric who pow
runs his own comstruction business, has two children who
attend the Abram Lansing Elementary School,

He is a member of the Abram Lansing Parents’ Club and
has particated in Project Pride.

He said be believes that the board has put good financial
controls in place.

"l‘vewaltedalouumwmand . T would like to belp

£mdhmamvm¢uapmunmmm Nadeau

Board plans third budget workshop

BETHLEHEM - The Bethiehem Scotland. Franz Zwickibaver, district

mol'hatofﬁchk?lg

Central School District Board of Edu-  administrator, noted the rate in New w5ty jtems” are

cation will hold a third public work- Wh»*mﬂmmmo projected

shop session Wednesday on its 1989-90  years.
fundamental operating
compared to the

m MM Mw 50 '.r c‘“’ lw @9 D18 AR« &1 B0 CM o

d tax rate ncrease
another $4.08 lo Bethlehem and $6.45 in

The new budget totals $24,807518 New Scotland, Zwickibauer sald.

present budget of
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City police have said the
mlgl Jackson if it could
Jackson's capture.

An sutopey was conducted
and the cause of Bristol's dea!
County Coroner Paul Marra s

Jackson is being held in Alb

Jorling to spe’

ALBANY - State Envir |
Jorling will be among the :
Northeast Reglonal Office o

'I'be :eovﬂlhr :

Othrm'mu!m
mﬂuemim

Audubon has 80 chapters & .
members satioawide.

State discipli

ALBANY — Two area nurse

Department after
mdthdrmmm

occasions in 1987 at the Eden P
responsible for administering th

State to begin 1

BALLSTON SPA — State 1
fishery technicians will stock b
County beginning Monday and ¢

» to the Burean of Ir
to receive the most trout, 2,500,
300 fish, the second largest amo

Stocl  in these other bodie
trout eacis; according to the fish:
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Shroud Stays

Court Decides

=¥/
ALBANY J*{m ap’a/r €id opponen:s

| have lost another Attempt (o learn the iden.

ity of an FRI informant whm‘t):’p led to
a South

* * K

The 2nd U S Cirewit Court of Appeals last
month turned down 3 bid by Vera Michelson
of the Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism and her former col-
league Aaron Estis 0 overturn a federal
Judge's decision keeping the informant ‘s
o)

h-doam the FBI

informaat, claimed that Michelson had

lan8ed at the Spympolent

protest was planned at ¢ pringboks
maich.

He said no final had
about whether to ask the U.S. Supreme
ourt to rey case
N -




presents a Community Forum

“"Crisis in Southern Africa”

Speakers

South Africa - representative of
the ANC observer missionto
the United Nations.

sl Namibia - Representative of the
8 SWAPO observer missionto
the United Nations.

1 Angola - Representative of the
- N il Angolan mission to the
Partial Endorsers: United Nations.

African Students Associstion

Affirmative Action Office of Student Association [SUNY)
Albany County Centra. Federation of Labor (AFL-CIO)
Albany State Univ, Black Alliance

Arber Hill Democratic Club

A . Philip Randoiph institute e
Association of Black Social Workers-Albsny Chapter. ' S
Albany Public School Teschers Assoc. (AFL-CIQ) ..~ - ™" ..
A Universal Being Inc. j """""""
Central America Solidarity Allisnce (CASA) -~ " .77 0 m oty

Comm for a New Korea Policy T T
FEMSSEASIR DI ™ @090 Rttt

................

Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press TP IR B R T B

..........

Friday, March 31
at

Macedonia Baptist Church
(172 N. Allen Street, Albany)

Program begins 7.30pm
Doors open 7.00pm

...............
...............
.............

..............

---------

Knolls Action Project 7 @

........

Malcolm X Study Network 35 TOREERERPRERY
NAACP-Albany R
NAACP-Schenectady .
National Lawyers Guild-Albany Chepter i
Palestinian Rights Committee
Pan-Camibbean Association

Public Employees Fed ., Div. 165, OD Heck/ERDS
Siena Coliege Black and Latin Student Union
Solidarity Committee of the Capital District

SASU call or write

-----

CDCAAR
Formore info, E PO Box 3002

Alb, NY 12203
SUNY(Albany) chapters of: AKA L#P 2#B, N'V#, #BL KAV, A$A ALT (518)436-0562

The Women's Building
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ain anonymous

coalition, was not immediately availa-
‘ est Dble for comment. Walter handled the
frica’s poll-  appeal on behalf of all the plaintiffs.

‘Court rules informer-¢an'rem:

By John Caher ! /
f NEW YORK -~ A Bl &
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a confidential the ident
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. 'The US. Circuit Court of Aphs
 Manhattan — in a decision han
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. Michelson of Albany and other
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Albany Visitors See ‘Different’ Cuba |

By BRIAN NEARING
| ~ Gazette Reporter
i ALBANY - Several people dressed in
“surgical garb stood at the dissection table,

examining the “patient™ to find out what
killed it. They skillfully cut it open, then
studied the organs.

* *® *

The average age of the surgeons was no
more than 10 or 11 — and their patient was a
chicken. It was f,ust another one the classes
at a special school in Cuba, where other
young children in other classrooms learned
:_mehamcal repair or the principles of den-

istry.

That was just one of the rictum of this
island painted by several Albany residents
who recently returned from a two-week

visit there last month as part of a cultural

program that began in 1969,

It is a portrait they say never comes out in
the US. media, which distorts Cuba as a
prison nation run by a cigar-smoking dicta-
tor, said Vera Michelson.

Rather, said Michelson and six other peo-
pie yesterday, Cuba is a nation in which
education is important, people learn to co-
operate for the national interest and where
no one hungry, is homeless or lacks for
medical attention.

Michelson and eight other Albanians vi-
sited Cuba as part of the Venceremos Bri-
gade. a group founded in the U $. to promote
awareness of the country by Americans. Be-
cause travel to Cuba is restricted by the U S,
government, brigade members went as
hosts of the Cuban government,

After arriving in Havana, the Albany

wp went to a camp about an hour's bus

2 from the city. There, a total of about
50 people from all over the U.S,, many of

them active in a variety of social causes, |
assembled with the goal of getting a taste of |

Cuban life,

Their visit included work, o that the |

Americans could see how some Cubans

make a living, as well as seeing sites of

special interest, such as the Pioneer Palace,
said Michelson, one of three special schools
in the country where young children can get
ex?osure to practical training in a variety of
fields as a way of helping them choose a
career.

There are three pioneer palaces in the
country. At each school, more than 32.000
children a year will ultimately pass through
for a eight-week course on a specific field,
she said, The weekly sessions are in addition
to regular school.

“In one class, we were observing an
operating theater.” said Larry Mauldin, a
state worker who made the trip. “And there
were four or five kids dissecting this chick-
en. And they were doing it .. the teachers
were just standing off (o one side ... over
here, the most any kid ever dissects is a
frog.” Mauldin was similarly surprised
. when he saw ymm% children in a class on

dental science, where a woman dentist
taught her young charges. “They were
cleaning the instruments, cleaning each
- other’s teeth, and making molds of teeth ..
thez were this tall, no more than 10, he
said. Dezr!;e his m‘rct for the young stu.
dent's abilities, Mauldin did not get into a
e""‘r for a checkup, he added with a

' y

sn Other classes, children learned to run a
sugar cane factory or how to repair and
operate farm machinery, saim
member Celia Cotton.

Tk

rigade

|

Because of her interest in neighborhood
organizing, Vicki Smith chose to visit one of
the country's thousands of Committees for
Defense of the Revolution, The groups,
based on a neighborhood level, are responsi-
ble for a wide variety of social service activ-
ities, coordinating such diverse efforts as
voting drives, sexual education and seeing
to it that housing is built.

There is a CDR in every neighborhood in
Cuba, from the remotest villages to the
heart of the cities,

The Americans were also exposed to the
Cuban notion of work by doing several jobs
during part of their visit. One morning it
was digging house foundations. Later it was
pruning citrus trees. In between, they plant-
ed orange trees.

Each day at the camp, where men and
women were separated in simple dormi-
tories, began at 6 a.m. Brigade members
boarded buses to a prearranged work site,
where they labored until about 11 a m., said
Michelson. The rest of the day was set aside
for visits to various sites, with individuals
often going to those events that personally
interested them,

At each job, they were assisted by Cubans
who had volunteered to work with the Bri-
gade, It is common in Cuba for management
workers to take three years off from their
Jobs to work in the countryside, in agricul—
ture or in building housing. “The Cubans
don't feel that the intellect and manual
labor should be separate.” said Michelson.
“They feel that it creates feelings of superi-

Ori\g&,"
hile the work was mainly symbolie, that
didn’t mean it was easy. One morning, the
group planted more than 500 orange trees,
“We were singing “New York, New York," in
the grove .. it brought down the house,” said
Crystal Comacho. Later, she took part in a
visit to the embassy of the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization. Cuba is the only na-
tion to have a PLO embassy.

ihere, the ambassador spoke with them
at length about the historical background of
the Middle East conflict. “He said the upris-
ing was part of the planned long-term strug-
gle and that the Israeli economy is hurting ...

ut he couldn’t pinpoint the outeome *

Another visit was to a collective furm,

said Michelson, where sbout 210 families

lived and worked. In Cuba, belonging to a

collective is voluntary, and abdut 20 percent |

of all farmers decide not 0. sne said,

The primary crops of this collective were
tobacco and citrus fruits. Collective mem-
bers decide how much of the crop will be
kept for the group and how much will be
passed along to the state, she added.

"We saw no hunger problem anywhere in
Cuba that we went,” she said. "No homeless
either.”

The Americans’ hectic schedule did in-

clude time for themselves 1o do what they |

wished. Some went to the country’s beaches.

- Mauldin decided to visit Havana. Some

parts of the city are deteriorating from lack
of maintenance, he said. “You can tell they
need work,” he said. Many of the big hotels
built before the 1959 revolution still remain
in & contrast Lo the appearance of the other
housing. “Their housing priotity is in the
rural areas,” said Mauldin,

Ci;{‘y- residents were very friendly when
they learned he was an American. he added

“They would ask you about vour Life If you

i

( were hungry, they would feed you,” said
- Mauldin,

Most people showed little interest in talk-
ing about politics or the disputes between
the two countries’ governments. “They
wanted instead to ask about your personal
life, about what you do for a living,” said

Smith, ‘
One thing Cubans were interested in was

American pof music, she added. People on
the street asked whether she had any cas-
settes by such groups as U-2, Michael Jack-
son and Taylor Dane, she said.

Many of the products they saw there came
from the Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc
countries, Most of the cars are Soviet-made
or pre-1960 U.S. models that are well-pres-
erved relics of the pre-revolutionary era.
But there was also evidence of Japanese
goods, such as computers used in some of the
schools, "

Japanese electronics firms have to build a
special computer just for the Cuban market,
because the US. has refused to buy any
computer that is also available to the
Cubans, said Mauldin.
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Yleven Will Go to Cuba

In 20-Year-Old Program

By BRIAN NEARING
Garette Reporter

ALBANY - Two men and nine women
will spend two weeks in Cuba this spring as
part of a cultural program that has been
going on since 1969,

* * e

“'m am% mainly out of curiosity,” said
Larry Mauldin, a state worker who remem-
bers well the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 1
want {0 see for mysaif about this little island
that the US. is so worried about.”

Mauldin and the others are going to Cuba
as part of the Venceremos Brigade, a group
founded in the U S. to promote awareness of
the country by Americans, said Vera Mi-
chelson, another brigade member. Vencere-
mos is Spanish for “We shall overcome,” she
said.

This is the first year a tour has been
organized from the Albany area, she said. A
total of about 200 U 8. citizens are expected
(o make the journey to a camp on the out-
skirts of Havana, where brigade members
from around the world will live.

Mauldin said he is interested in seeing a
Cuban hospital and day-care center after

reading about the state of that country's
health care. “I'd also like to visit a prison.
We're in the muddle of a prison crisis here
and I'd like to see how they handle it there,”
he said

Hrigade visitors will be given tours of a
such other Cuban institutions as farmin
cooperatives, schools and labor unions, sai
Michelson. Travel to Cuba has been restric-
ted by the US. government since Fidel Cas-
tro took power {n a 1989 revolution. "This
trip is completely legal," said Michelson,
noting that travel to Cuba is also permitted
for such professional groups as academics
and writers.

The U.S. visitors are mainly social activ-
ists representing a variety of causes, from
tenants rights and South African apartheid
to AIDS patients and the homeless, said Mi-
chelson, herself a volunteer for the Capital
District Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racism.

Michelson said it will be an interestin
time to be in Cuba because of the recent visi
by Soviet leader Mikhail Gerbachev and the
recentl peace treaty in Namibia, where
Cuban troops have been fighting South Afri-
can forces since the late 1970s.

She said the visitors want to see Cuba for
themselves because they feel US. news or-
ganizations don't present the full story

. about what is happening there. “Why are we

so terrified of this small country?” she
asked. “1t's like nothing has changed in the
30 years since the revoiution”

(ther local people making the tour in-
clude Barbara Allen, Patricia Trowers,
Eleanor Thompson, Crystle Comacho, Celia
Cotton and Vicki Smith.
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Legisiative Department

“# lew York Civil Liberties Union, 132 West 43rd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 Telephone (212) 382-0557

Lagisiative Office

Alice Green, Director
Scott N. Fein, Counsel
James W. Lytle, Counsel March 22, 1989 (518) 436-8594

Capital District Coalition

Against Apartheid and Racism
Box 3002-Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 12203

Dear Steering Committee Members:

1 have had an opportunity to read your letter of March 7, 1989, addressed
to the Albany NAACP Board of Directors and the letter sent to the Times Union.
Needless to say, 1 was personally flattered by your kind assessment of my
work in the community and I thank you. I was even more impressed and pleased
with the tone and focus of the letter. I share your concerns over the
political implications of Anne Pope's actions, but will continue to work
vigorously towards effecting change regarding the police department and other
institutions governed by racism.

Your letter also demonstrated the high level of courage, dedication, and
commitment shared by those in the Coalition. I look forward to our continued
association in our steadfast struggle against racism.

My fondest regards,
¢ A AN

Alice Green

The New York State branch of the Amaerican Civil Liberties Union: Kathieen Peratis, President; Norman Siegel, Executive Director

b o

20 State Street
Albany, NY 12207




Capital District Coalition

Against Apartheid

and Racism

Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 12203

March 7, 1989

To the Board of Directors, Albany NAACP:

This letter is written out of a deep sense of solidarity with the
NAACP, a solidarity arising from the origin of our organization in
1981 during the struggle against the South African rugby team. The

NAACP played a formative and leading role in that struggle. The memberships

of the NAACP and the Coalition overlap to a large extent. We have
worked together on numerous projects since 1981 and the Coalition
is proud to count the NAACP as among its member organizations.

The long and close relationship between the Coalition and the NAACP
makes this a difficult, but necessary, letter. It is offered in the
spirit of friendly, yet serious, criticism.

We were dismayed to learn that the NAACP sent names of three nominees
to Mayor Whalen from which he will select the NAACP representative

to the Community / Police Relations Board. Our dismay is most probably
matched only by the glee with which the NAACP's letter was likely
received by the Mayor. Based on the leadership role Alice Green has
played in the fight against police misconduct in Albany, including

her diligent work on the Community / Police Relations Board since

its creation, we believe the NAACP gave the Mayor an opportunity to
cripple the already weak Relations Board.

Many organizations, including the NAACP in previous years, simply

refused to play into the Mayor's game of purposefully creating an
ineffective Relations Board. The Mayor's strategy is to attempt to

usurp the independence of the organizations participating on the Relations
Board. The primary tactic in this regard is his bizarre concept that

he has the right to choose who represents a community organization.
Unfortunately, the NAACP's action assists the Mayor by permitting

him to diminish the independence of the NAACP and to exploit potential
divisions within its ranks.

We believe the primary obstacle to increased accountability for the
Albany Police Department is Mayor Whalen. His administration was

forced by cammunity pressure - including from the NAACP - into creating
some sort of forum for discussion of concerns about the Police Department.
But, the Relations Board, the result of that pressure, was designed

to be ineffective. It is not a review board. It has few powers and
virtually no access to information. Fortunately, due to the relentless

iﬂ #




and articulate advocacy of Alice Green, the Relations Board has succeeded
in at least being a public forum for presentation and discussion of

issues relating to police misconduct. Alice, along with several other
Relations Board members, has snatched a certain measure of victory

out of the jaws of planned defeat. Certainly the Board can not be
considered a success. But, at least there has been attention focused
on key issues.

]
1

We believe that progress results from the broadest possible unity

and a refusal to accept the status quo as unchangeable. We plan to
continue to be part of building unified action in Albany to effect

a decrease in racism, brutality and arrogance in the Police Department.
We have been proud to work together with the NAACP in the past in

this regard and hope that the NAACP will continue to articulate the
strong positions that have been articulated by Dr.Green up to this
time.

Yours, for unity in the struggle to end police violence,

Steering Committee,
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism

Merton Simpson

Vickie Smith

Mark S. Mishler

Vera Michelson

Eileen C. Kawola

Shobhna Gopal

Anita Thayer

William S. Ritchie

Enclosed: Copy of letter to the Times-Union
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Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid

and Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station

Albany, NY 12203 APRIL, 1989
A Project of the Social Justice Center
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——3 IMPORTANT APRIL MEETING TO PLAN “DOLLARS FOR DEMOCRACY IN
NAMIBIA™ CAMPAIGN.

Thursday, April 27, 1989 at 7:30 at the Albany Urban League,
corner of Livingston and Ten Broeck Streets, Albany, N.Y.

7 On April 1, 1989, the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution
wub calling for Namibian independence began. November 1, 1989 is the date
that has been set for elections in Namibia. There are critical concerns
about how free and fair there elections can be. One of the gravest obstacles
1s that South Africa, the brutal colonizer of Namibia since World War I, is
setting the conditions. (HOW CAN THE APARTHEID REGIME WHICH HAS ILLEGALLY
OCCUPIED NAMIBIA FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS NOW BE CONSIDERED A LEGITIMATE PRESENCE
CAPABLE OF PRESIDING OVER AN ELECTORAL PROCESS THERE?  THIS CRUFL TRONY
POSES A CRITICAL THREAT TO THE ASPIRATIONS AND HOPES OF THE NAMIBIAN PEOPLE)
Some of the real problems facing the electoral
process is that South Africa is setting the vot-
ing age at 21, thereby excluding thousands of
Namibians between the ages of 18 and 21. This

group makes up a large number of SWAPO supporters.\
South Africa is discharging South African soldiers
in Namibia and if they have been there for at

least a year they are eligible to vote! Illiteracy
is widespread as a result of years of apartheid re-
pression of the Namibian people so there is a need
to educate the people about the electoral process.

It i1s generally accepted that the South West
African People's Organization (SWAPQ) can win an
overwhelming majority of the vote if the elections
are free and fair. However, South Africa is deter- G
rgif;ega;.gr?{gvent SWAPO from gaining the necessary South Africs

— .2 "DOLLARS FOR DEMOCRACY IN NAMIBIA" is a material aid campaign being
conducted throughout the U.S. to raise the funds which are critically
needed by the people of Namibia to insure free and fair elections.

The money will go for voter education, election monitoring and other

election processes.




Below find a letter from Hazine Eytina who was accused with a hijacking attempt,
the ostensible destination was Cuba. The Coalition is involved with helping to

U N | ;
COALITION FORUM FOCUSES ON SOUTHERN AFRICA disseminate Hazine's story. oy i
On Friday evening, March 31st at the Macedonia Baptist Church Oéar Frisnds e 4
in Albany, the Coalition presented a community forum: Crisis in | : h hl hed
' < ; - ; " : On Monday, July 25, 1988, 1 was arrested and my house was thoroughly searched.
Southern Africa. Monica Nashandi of SWAPO and Victor Mashabela For my f{rst court appearance, my husband, Mylo, represented me. From then

of the ANC were the main speakers at this event which was attend- . . i1ford. During that time,
¢ed by over 140 people from the Capital District. ;ﬁélagigge:glgg éozgii:epresented Wy Eaeaa 0. %) .
Nashandi reviewed the events in Southern Africa which forced = 5 Y - tarted out
, . | : | o @ ntion hearing, | was denied bail since the prosecution started ou
Lhe Prutaria FRUTHE D nEyotinte peace BCCULnS f“r EIAN E, '5 byAzs?{ngeggr the death genalty and the trial would have been held in Uniondale,
srressing the defeats suffered by the South African forces in- ' N.Y. 1 was afraid that I could not get a trial by my peers so I agreed to a
side Angola by the Cuban and Angolan forces. She also outlined - plea bargain. After working night and day for months with Mylo 1 submitted a
the problems that still lie ahead for the Namibian people as lengthy statement for my probation report. The court read it thoroughly and
Llw:‘aiﬁggg?ghg;sgegﬁngsgisgew of events in South Africa since oh November £, LIS L WES SERUINCAS §8 &TEVE YRGE LT, consist:?g Offs“
: - U ne onthe i ‘ by a suspended sentence and ty four
the state of emergency was imposed by ;he racist government, mfgmz é?gggﬁgztion N5 S ERLAG o i
!r) spite of‘wlde scale arrgsts. detentlpn and oppression, the‘ e Uy am now happy at home with my husband and children. 1 wish to express my
'”‘"‘Of;:ﬁ continue to offer wide scale resistance to the apartheid heart felt gratitude to all of you who have loved and supported me through my
'yk’ -
ordeal. Sincerely yours,

The program also included a presentation by Vera Michelson,

Coalition co-chair, calling on those present to join the "Dollars Hazine Eytina

for Democracy in Namibia" campaign. The funds raised in this (If anyone is interested in maing a donation to Hazine to help offset her
campaign will be used to help insure that the elections in considerable legal expenses, they can make a check out to: .‘
Namibia, scheduled for November, will be free and fair. Hazine Eytina and send to P.0.Box 3002, Pine Hills Station, Albany,N.Y.12203)
Herminio Jacome Rivera, Jonathan Freeman and Brian Brown, stu- _ T
dents at the Albany Street Academy, presented two raps to open District Coalition Asai
the program - A.F.R.I.C.A. by the nationally known group, the | The Coalition continues to do work in m“hh?,:?ﬂm
stetsasonic and Do you Know what it means to be free?, an origi- ' the community to fight against police and several community org i zations and of
nal rap by Brian Brown. The students expressed the belief that racist violence. . individual members. We have no paid staff
rap 1s a good way to teach youth more about the struggle and to | The next meeting of the Coalition's | or overhead expenses 5o all funds go directly
learn who you are for and who you are against in the fight Police and Racial Violence Committee is i lobbying efforts , education, printing and
against racism and apartheid. April 18th at 7:30. postage. The struggle cannot continue
Many people contribyted to the success of the forum which was Vicki Smith continues to serve as the without your support. For more information,
co-sponsored by over 25 student, labor and civil rights groups Coalition representative on the Community or 1o join the Coalition, call 518-438-0309.
in the Capital District. Special thanks to Rev. Leonard Police Relations Board. The next meeting i ks coniriusions, sed chacks w:
Comithier of Macedonia Baptist Church, the Student Association of the Board is scheduled for April 24th. mc";":d"::“c“"""‘“'m
of SUNY and Division #165 of the Public Employees Federation at For more information about these mﬁm“ﬁsm Albany, New
th. 0.D. Heck Developmental Center who contributed $100 for the meetings, call 438-2845 York 12208 i ' "

Lruggle against apartheid and racism.

The information resented by the two main speaker A P | The people of Albany will suffer a great loss now that Alice Green will no
vital to those who .,,gm to ,ea,.f, the truth abwfematsi:thzggez?;gm i:agoutm longer be the NAACP representative to thed Community Police Relations Board.
ern Africa. With the press ‘white' out imposed by the South African regime_ | 2 has been the Board's most consistent and articulate spokesperson advocat-
and the almost total manipulation of news coming from Namibia by the South | Wy increased accountability from the Albany Police Department. The Coalition
Africa ' 5 is proud to have worked with Alice and will continue to look to her for lead-
 frow ership and clarity in the struggle to end police abuse.

QUTrC

ns, it is critically important that we hear of what is really happening

.......




Since April lIst, the date for the beginning of the process for independence in Namibia,
many reports have come from Namibia about SWAPO. Most all of the reports on T.V. and in
the press quote South African spokesmen, in other words, the illegal colonizers of Namibia
for over seventy years are telling what is happening there. To counter some of the false
information, we reprint for you a press statement issued by SWAPO from Harare on April 2nd.

SWAPQ PRESS STATEMENT HARARE, April 2nd, 1989

SWAPO decided voluntarily in September to enter into cessation of the hostile acts with
South Africa. We have honoured that undertaking to the letter.

On March 29th, after I have rec eived my part of the identical letter regarding the ceasefire
from the United Nations Secretary General, I addressed the PLAN combatants regarding ceasefire.
These letters contained terms and conditions of the ceasefire as required by United Nations
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). 1 have duly, on behalf of SWAPO Central Committee,
signed this letter which came into force on April lst at 004 hours GMT. SWAPQ is committed to
honour the letter and spirit of that ceasefire, however, we are aware and we have incontrovert-
ible evidence that South Africa has her own schemes. We have already warned the international
community about these schemes but suffice it to restate a few of them:

1. South African regime through its many spokesmen has vowed that it will never allow the
"red flag" to be hoisted over Windhoek, therefore,no implementation of resolution 435.

2. South Africa's maximum strategy is to engineer and set off events that will lead to the
abrogation of the transition process but without appearing to be the culprit.

3. If resolution 435 is implemented they vowed, through their agents which were created
after 435 was adopted such as Koevoet murder squad, South West Africa Territory Force
(SWATF), ETANGO, Ezuva, Namwe, etc. which are commanded by the South Africa Defence Force
to prevent SWAPO forming a government.

4. They even stated that even if elections are to be held under resolution 435, SWAPO should
not be allowed to win two thirds majority.

5. To achieve the above mentioned objectives, South Africa by necessity has to be engaged in
large scale intimidation, terror campaign, blackmail and finally the rigging of the
elections themselves.

It is against this background that the latest developments must be viewed.

Therefore, the allegations made by the South African government that SWAPO freedom fighters .
have viglated the ceasefire and that there was a fight between South African police and SWAPO

iitﬂ during which 38 alleged SWAPO combatants and 2 £ " :h African police died is figment
of its Imaginations. SWAPQ forces are strictly ordered to vvserve the ceasefire. In this case,
they were attacked inside Namibia and only responded in self defence.

combatd »

Since these allegations, we have extensively checked and the information from Namibia is the
followi
l. Av Jkahange, northern Namibia, SWAPO members who were telebrating the pending implement-
ation of resolution 435 were attacked by South African soldiers and 33 bodies were found.
2. At Okalongo, northern Namibia, seven people were shot dead by members of battalion 101.
3. At Ananghulo and Okadila, northern Namibia, 8 people were killed and many others wounded
when they were attacked by a helicopter gun ship.
4. Today at 1400 hours thousands of SWAPQO members and supporters returning from Windhoek
where they attended a rally yesterday were ambushed between Tsumeb and Oshivelo. Many
were wounded, some seriously and are now in hospitals in Tsumeb and Windhoek.

Many other cases of similar serious nature are taking place all over the country.

Furthermore, what is more distrubing, is that after the permanent members of the Security Coun
cil have deliberately reduced the original UNTAG military components to be sent into Namibia
from 7500 to 4650, the special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General yesterday
agreed to use South African troops, the murderous battalion 10l to murder our people.

SWAPO is dismayed and shocked by the news that we heard that the Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary General has agreed to use dreaded killer squad of the South African
army also known as battalion 101 the very forces against which we asked the UNTAG to protect

our people from, to once again kill and maim our people. We earnestly expect to hear an explan-
ation from the United Nations Secretary General.

Once again, I would like to reiterate the fact that SWAPO abides by the ceasefire it has signed.

Note: Resolution 435 called for United Nations forces to number 7500. At the urging of the
U.S. the number was cut to 4650. Only 1000 were in place in Namibia on April Ist.
And the United STates Congress has yet to release the money the U.S. promised for its
share of the UNTAG expense. The complicity of the U.S. with South Africa in sabotaging
indepenidence amd peace for Namibia cruelly continues. ;

VIVA ANC VIVA SWAPO VIVA ANGOLA
FREE SOUTH AFRICA FREE NAMIBIA RECOGNIZE ANGOLA

L




BLACK MEN'S MOVEMENT UPDATE

Robert Taylor, Arthur Majeed Barnes, and Abdul Hagg have joined the
growing nunbar of political prisoners in the linited States. They were
arreated on July 17th, 1987 in Orange County, N. Y. and charged with
weapons poascssion. Thay were tried, convicted and immediately remanded
in July, 1988 by 1) whites and one Black fn a racist county. This
occurved despite the fact that they were forced to go to trial without
the lowyers they had retained and, {acing certain conviction, still had
made the 70 mile journey to Goshen every day.

The case of the Brothars stemmed from the N.Y.C. Police Intelligence
Division operation called the "Black Dask™. This operation engaged in
widesprcad spving of political activists of the Rlack community who
were involved 1in organizing against police and white racist mob
violence, and particularly focussed on a group of activists formerlv..
known as the New York 8 (8 Black men and women who wera arrested'_F';;,.
tried and acquitted of conspiracy charges in 1985). Robert Taylor, and
the other members of the N.Y.8, along with Majeed and Abdul, arae
members of the Black Men's Movement Against Crack. Thav had become the
scapegoats to covevr the illegal activity of the Black Desk. It is {n
this content Lhat our Brothers were arrested.

Robert and Abdul ave presently incarcerated and serving terms whose
minimi are Ltwo and six years respoectively. Majeed was recently released
on bail pending appeal in the amount of §$50,000 cash ransom. He was
sentanced to one and a4 half year minimum despite tha fact that he had
no prior record.

The case i1s now in the appeals stage. Essential to the appeal are thae
trial trsnscripls. We are asking you to help us force Orange County to
produce these Uranscripts by writing to: Mr. Arnold tdman, Deputy Clerk
Appellare Division, SJSecond Department &t 45 Mource Plsce, Brooklyn,

N.Y., 11201

James B. Campell - Albany Social Justice Activist

The Coalition notes with sadness the death of "Jim" Campbel |
and we extend to his wife, Pearl, and members of his family deep
condolences. '

Jim aqd Pearl have been outstanding leaders in issues of peace
dﬂd'SQClal Justice throughout their lives. Early civil rights
activists, they have been involved in the anti-apartheid movement
as well in other movements dedicated to social change. Jim will
be greatly missed in the community because of the leadership and
example he provided in dedicating his life to making the world
more just.

The Coalition would like to recognize the excellent work being done by one
of ng members of the Steering Committee, Bill Ritchie. Bill, a member of
the “"bany Public School Teachers Association and the New York State United
lgag.rrs, has been tireless in his work with the unions of the Capital Dist-
rict in putting the i1ssue of apartheid on union agendas. The links he has
made with the unions aid greatly in making the struggle one in solidarity.

.

NORTHEAST SOUTHERN AFRICA SOLIDARITY NETWORK ADOPTS PROPOSALS

On March 11th in New York City, over 100 activists representing scores of
anti-apartheid organizations met to solidify the Northeast Southern Africa
Solidarity Network. The Network organizing began in Sept., 1988 at a confer-
ance in New Haven Connecticutt which called for anti-apartheid organizations
throughout the Northeast to work with the African National Congress {ANC) and
the South West African People's Organization (SWAPO) to coordinate anti-apart-
heid efforts.

The Network adopted three proposals. The first is to focus immediately on
national legislation calling for comprehensive sanctions and on efforts to
pressure Congress to release the $150 million in U.S. funds pledged for the
II.N. peacekeeping forces (UNTAG) in Namibia. The Shell boycott was endorsed as
the second campaign with the primary strategy to be the implementation ot
"Shell-Free Zones." Institutions will be urged to boycott all Shell products.
A "Dollars for Democracy in Namibia" material aid campaign was the third pro-
posal adopted. This campaign will solicit funds to held insure a fair election
in Namibia.

The participants also set up the mechanism to continue the work of the

Net k which is vital to stren?thening the U.S. anti-apartheid movement.

I. you belong to an organization - labor, church, student, community - which

does anti-apartheid work and you are not yet part of this Network, please

contact the Network at the following address for more information:

Capital District Coalition Aainst Apartheid and Racism
Box 2003, Pine Hills Station, Albany, New York 12203
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Next Coalition Meeting: April 27th

"DOLLARS FOR DEMOCRACY IN NAMIBIA"

We urge all labor, church. student and community organizations who are
interested 1n helping insure free and falr elections in Namiba to attend

this very 1mportant meeting,

the sttuation in Namibia, as the move toward independence begins, i1s very
critical, Most of the news coming out of Southern Africa is being controlled
by the South Africans., The "Dollars for Democracy in Namibia" campaign is
being set up Lo help aid Namibian independence. COME TO THIS MEETING T0
FIND OQUT HOW YOU CAN BE PART OF THIS URGENT AND CRUCIAI CAMPAIGN .




A Community Forum

presented by
THE CAPITAL DISTRICT COALITION
AGAINST APARTHEID & RACISM

Friday, March 31
at

Macedonia Baptist Church
) & (172 N. Allen Street, Albany)

Program begins 7.30pm
Doors open 7.00pm
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Invocation R
Reverend Leonard Comithier i

Host Pastor i

Macedonia Baptist Church ¥

Welcoming Remarks
Merton Simpson, Co-Chair

Capital District Coalition against
Apartheid and Racism
Cultural Presentation Street Academy Performers

Call for Action®
Vera Michelson, Co-Chair

Capital District Coalition against
Apartheid and Racism

2peakers

Solly Simelane
Deputy Representative of the ANC

observer mission to the United
Nations

Monica Nashandi
Deputy Representative of the SWAPO

observer mission to the United
Nations

Representativeof the Angolan mission to the United Na-
 tions

Question and Answer Period

Closing Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika

“Call for Action - “Dollars for Democracy in Namibia® campaign. This}

campaign is being launched in coordination with the Northeast Southern

Alrica Solidarity Network 1o raise funds for the upcoming elections in§

Namibia. These funds will go to insure that the elections will be free and fair. |
There will be a special meeting of the Coalition on Thursday, April . 1| 1989§

at 7:.30 p.m. at the Albany Urban League to work on this urgent call § tiong
Urganizations, unions, and churches are urged Lo send represenlativesg
Individual participation is also needed 1

Y
e
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NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

SWAPO

{The South West African People’s Organization) represents the aspirations and
inierests of the struggling people of Namibia. 1t is also recognized as the only legitimate
representative of the Namibian people 1o the United Nations.

Its military wing is PLAN, the People's Liberation Army of Namibia.

ANC
(The Alfrican National Congress) represents the struggling people of South
Africa.

\ Iis military wing is UMKHONTO WE SIZWE (The Spear of the Nation). )

# G THE FRONT-LINE STATES E

Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Angola, Zambia, Tanzania. This list does not include

thibia. which is suill a colony of South Africa, against the will of the Namibian peoplc)

™

Proposed in 1978 by the Contact Group, and accepted by both SWAPO and the
South African government, then adopied as a resolution by the United Nations General
Assembly and Security Council.

This resolution provides for the termination of South Africa’s illegal occupation
of Namibia, and the withdrawal of all South African troops and government machinery
from Namibia.

It also provides for open and democratic elections to take place in Namibia under
UN supervision. To that end, the UN Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG) was 1o be
established. The UNTAG includes a military component of 7500 personnel 10 monitor the

( UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 435

| that South Africa will end its aitempt 10 nvade or destabilise Angola, which it has been

1 preveating its implementation, in retum for which, the Cubans would withdraw from

Clecljms and prevent unfair influence, or disruption being brought to bear on mcelecmnsj

( BRAZZAVILLE ACCORDS )

An agreement reached between Angola, Cuba and South Africa, which stipulates

el

‘do._ ince August of 1975.
It would also comply with the provisions of UN resolution 435 and stop

I Tibige o]




NKOSI SIKEL’ IAFRIKA

Nkosi sikele!” iAfrika
Maluphakanyisw’ uphondo Iwayo
Yizwa imithandazo yethu

Nkosi sikelela
Thina lusapho Iwayo

Woza moya
Woza moya
Woza moya oyincwele
Nkosi sikelela

Thina lusapho Iwayo

Morena boloka setshaba sa etsho
Ofedise dintwa le matshoenyeho

O se boloke

O se boleke
Setshaba sa etsho
Setshaba sa Afrika

O se boloke Morena
O se boloke setshaba
Setshaba sa etsho
Setshaba sa Afrika

Language: Xhosa and Sotho

»
-

LORD BLESS AFRICA

Lord give your blessings to Africa
Let her glory rise above
Harmrpleu-ﬂhetmmym
Lord bless

Her sons and daughters

Come spirit
Come qmt B O

Rid it of wars and troubles

Save it
Save it

Untill eternity
Untill eternity

A.FR.ICA.

An anti-apartheid rap for liberation

(Leamn the words - Leam what's behind the
words)

(G. BOLTON, A. HAMILTON)

AFRICA. isarapby the nationally
wn group the Stetsasonic. We urge you to

-mdfeemubu-willhnmwonﬂn
' ludunuﬂmvm-dpmb-
> 1sofowho&uludlhmwdnm.

v wumtmd\whw'wlnmnnim.

Youlhohwewhnwwlmyounfm-m

CHORUS;

A-F-R-1-C-A, Angola, Soweto, Zimbahwe,
Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, and
Botswana
S0 let us speak! about the Motherland

I know this girl whose name is Lola
ShelhuhnmcdhdAMdl
Her president’s name is Dos Santos
AmlnmnmdMﬁuyh'hhm
close
Shauyn“Hoylm&-'.myMy'sha

war, we are
Fightin' rebels backed by Pretoria™
Uponhe.h'mhlwummm
know what?
I went and told the Stet and the Stet said

CHORUS

Yo .. Is Lola's last name Falana
No! Well my cousin lives in Botswana,
Are they in war t00?
%4 heel on a shoe? My man, they know
spartheid like | know you!
ThepruidmtilMﬁm.ﬂncqyiul

- ATELITY

When the fight for freedom is 4 univeras]
tone
So are you with it / I'm in a shadow of douiy
Well, let’s spell it on, spell it on, spell o on
out

CHORUS

I've seen the TV report and | watched it all
week
That Samora Machel of Mozambique
was killed in & crash that couldn’t be
explained
Yo D. | wanna break! Yo, Brother, refrain!
Kenneth Ksunda's in Zambia, I'm in
America
SWAPO's in Namibia, Nyerere's in
Tanzania
Mugabe's in Harare, Jesse just came back
Frmlhelmnelmd.lbemmmdwhhck'
So let's spell it out

CHORLUS

Apartheid is nothing less than CONSPICUOUS
anti-Black and pro-ndiculous
Feel it in ya' heart ‘cause it's so for real
But in the mind it develops and becomes the
deal
As the struggle survives South Africans rely
On us and U-N-1.T-Y
Thinkin' back as a slave, bonded in those
chains
The thoughts of being free was never the
same
Some committed suicide ‘cause times were
harsh
And the ones who survived, they got
brainwashed
From lightning and thunder hails the storm
We can never forget ‘cause the struggle lives
on
Release the chains or history will burst
Mandela, Mugabe, He's first, Freedom's
power
This is Africa’s hour, the unforgotten people

CHORUS
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CONTRA: A puppetarmy, financed and controlled by the USA, and established
for the sole purpose of overthrowing a legitimate government of the people, The
term was first used to describe the band of soldiers, recruited by the CIA inan effort
1o overthrow the Nicaraguan government and its revolution. The term CONTRA
means counter-revolutionary. They perform the function of keeping American
businessmen rich and the people poor and embattled.

Angola

Hamibia mztnbiqn

AT
’’’’’’’

.
South Afry Y
BRI I
u f“:' w ATEIE R
A

ANGOLA; has been under constant attack by South Africa and

UNITA: aband of Angolan contras led by Jonas Savimbi, and financed by the
US and South Africa. UNITA is portrayed as a group of freedom fighters. They
are not. They are contras. They attack roads, railway lines, women, children,
farmiand. The Cubans, at the request of the Angolans have been in Angola since
1975 1o help the Angolan government stave off the combined onslaught of SA,
USA and UNITA.

NAMIBIA: has been illegally occupied by South Africa for 70 years. Over
100,000 South African roops are enforcing apartheid in Namibia: homelands,
... shanties, ... no black voling rights, ... ¢ic.

MOZAMBIQUE: is also under constant auack by South Africa and
RENAMAO: (or Mozambigue National Resistance - M)mmcmngrmp
m the country. Renamo is financed and controlled by South Africa and i
fesponsible for the massacres of thousands of Mozambicans. Al this time,
Batame s ot bemg openly funded by the US| but there are moves in Congress
bt thee o hapgxen

Wt Fieirisars j

o

Endorsers:

African Students Association
Affirmative Action Office of
Student Association (SUNY)
Albany County Central Federa-
tion of Labor { AFL-CIO)
Albany State University Black
Alliance

Arbor Hill Democratic Club

A. Philip Randolph Institute
Assocaition of Black Social
Workers- Albany Chapter
Albany Public School Teachers
Assoc. (AFL-CI10)

A Universal Being Inc.

Blacks in Government - Upstate
¢ Aer

Cewdral America Solidarity
Alliance (CASA)

Committee for a New Korea
Policy

Feminist Action Project
Holding our own: A Fund for
Women

Kitchen Table: Women of Color
Press

Knolls Action Project

Maloolm X Study Network
NAACP - Albany

NAACP - Schenectady

National Lawyers Guild
Palestinian Rights Committee
Pan Caribbean Association

Public Employees Fed., Div. 165,

OD Heck /ERDS

Siena College Black and Latin
Student Union

Solidarity Committee of the
Capital District

SASU

SUNY (Albany) chapters of: AKA,

EOP, 2B, OV, ®BL, KAY, ADA,

AXT
. _{The Women's Building
. {YS . - Albany

(Special thanks to SASU for all

" lof their assistance)

or More Information
About Southern Alrica
Contact

The Africa Fund 198 Broadws as
New York 1003R (2121962 1210
The Mozambique Support Network
343 South Dearborn, Suite 601,
Chicago, 1L 60604 (312)922-3286
The Washington Office on Africa
110 Maryland Ave, N. E Washing-
ton, DC 20002 (202)546-796!
TransAfrica 545 8th Street SE,
Washington DC 20003 (202)547 -
2550

African National Congress of
South Africa 801 Second Ave
New York 10017

SWAPO of Namibia 801 Second
Avenue , New York 10017

Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism, Box 2003
Pine Hills Station, Albany NY
12203

a”w .

 wpdan B sugh a¥t of Afrios

The Cupital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism is s Coalition of
several community organizations and of
individual members. We have no paid staff
or overhead expenses so all funds go directly
o lobbying efforts | education, printing and
postage. The struggle cannot continue
without your support. For more information,
or to join the Coalition, call 518-438.0309,
To make contributions, send checks to:

The Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism

Box 3002 Pine Hills Station, Albany, New
York 12203




il i

—1 Support free and fa

I want to help the DOLLARS fFOp
Flease call me to par

this campaign.
I will come to the

P:m. to learn more about th

is campaign and help plan Capital
District RParticipation.
I will make a Personal financial donation to DOLLARS FOR
DEMOCRACY.

I would like my church, labor union, school,
erganization to par

ticipate in this project,
me. The name of My organization is e
Flease send me

(insert number) brochures for me to
share with my friends and Co~workers.,
OTHER -~ List octher ways you will help.

Flease cal}

| s | PHONE ;
ADDRESS; | | |
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~ dent’s abilities, Mauldin did not get into a

Albany Visitors See ‘Different’ Cuba

By BRIAN NEARING
Gazette Reporter

ALBANY -~ Several people dressed in
Jurgical garb stood at the dissection table,
examining the “patient” to find out what
killed it. y skillfully cut it open, then
studied the organs.

& * *

The average age of the surgeons was no
more than 10 or 11 — and their patient was a
chicken. It was just another one the classes
at a special school in Cuba, where other
young children in other classrooms learned
mechanical repair or the principles of den-
tistry.

That was just one of the rictures of this
island painted by several Albany residents
who recently returned from a two-week ‘
visit there last month as part of a cultural
program that began in 1969

It is a portrait they say never comes out in
the US. media, which distorts Cuba as a
prison nation run by a cigar-smoking dicta-
tor, said Vera Michelson.

Rather, said Michelson and six other
pie yesterday, Cuba is a nation in which
education is important, people learn to co-
operate for the national interest and where
no one hungry, is homeless or lacks {or
medical attention.

Michelson and eight other Albanians vi-
sited Cuba as part of the Venceremos Bri-
gade, a group founded in the U.S. to promote
awareness of the country by Americans. Be-
cause travel to Cuba is restricted by the .S,
government, brigade members went as
hostd of the Cuban government.

After arriving in Havana, the Albany
“roup went to a camp about an hour’s bus

2 from the city. re, a total of about
-« + people from all over the U.8., many of
them active in a variety of social causes.
assembled with the goal of getting a taste of
Cuban life.

Their visit included work, so that the
Americans could see how some Cubans
make a living, as well as seeing sites of
special interest, such as the Pioneer Palace,
said Michelson, one of three special schools
in the country where young children can get
e_xi)osure to practical training in a variety of
fields as a way of helping them choose a
career,

There are three Eioneer palaces in the
country. At each school, more than 32.000
children a year will ultimately pass through
for a eight-week course on a specific field,
she said. The weekly sessions are in addition
to regular school.

“In one class, we were observing an
operating theater.” said Larry Mauldin, a
State worker who made the trip. “And there
were four or five kids dissecting this chick-
en. And they were doing it .. the teachers
were just standing off to one side .. over
here, the most any kid ever dissects is a
frog.” Mauldin was similarly surprised

- when he saw voung children in a class on

dental science, where a woman dentist
taught her young charges, “They were
cleaning the instruments, cleaning each

- other's teeth, and making molds of teeth ..

they were this tall, no more than 10" he
said. Despite his respect for the young stu-

ghair for a checkup, he added with a

. Jsther classes, children learned to run a
sugar cane factory or how to re%air and
operate farm machinery. said rigade
member Celia Cotton.

Because of ner interest in neighborhood
organizing, Vicki Smith chose to visit one of
the country's thousands of Committees for
Defense of the Revolution. The groups,
based on a neighborhood level, are responsi-
ble for a wide variety of social service activ-
ities, coordinating such diverse efforts as
voting drives, sexual education and seeing
to it that housing is built.

There is a CDR in every neighborhood in
Cuba, from the remotest villages to the
heart of the cities.

The Americans were also exposed to the
Cuban notion of work by doing several jobs
during part of their visit. One morning it
was digging house foundations. Later it was
pruning citrus trees. in between, they plant-
ed orange trees.

Each day at the camp, where men and
women were separated in simple dormi-
tories, began at 6 am. Brigade members
boarded buses to a prearranged work site,
where they labored until about 11 a m., said
Michelson. The rest of the day was set aside
for visits to various sites, with individuals
often going to those events that personally
interested them.

At each job, they were assisted by Cubans
who had volunteered to work with the Bri-
gade. It is common in Cuba for management
workers to take three years off from their
jobs to work in the countryside, in agricul-
ture or in building housing. “The Cubans
don’t feel that the intellect and manual
labor should be separate,” said Michelson.
"They feel that it creates feelings of superi-

ority.”

W‘;zile the work was mainly symbolic, that
didn’t mean it was easy. One morning, the
group planted more than 500 orange trees.
“We were singing “New York, New York." in
the grove . it brought down the house,” said
Crystal Comacho. Later, she took part in a
vigit to the embassy of the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization. Cuba is the only na-
tion to have a PLO embassy

There, the ambassador spoke with them
at length about the historical background of
the Middle East conflict. “He said the upris-
ing was part of the planned long-term strug-
gie and that the Israeli economy is hurting ...

ut he couldn’t pinpoint the cutcome *

Another visit was to a collective farm,

sawd Michelson, where about 240 families

| tved and worked. In Cuba, belonging 1o a
| coliective s voluntary, and abdut 20 percent |

of all farmers decide not 10, sne said.

The primary crops of this collective were
tobacco and citrus fruits. Collective mem-
bers decide how much of the crop will be
kept for the group and how much will be
passed along to the state, she added.

“We saw no hunger problem anywhere in
Cuba that we went,” she said. "No homeless
either.”

The Americans' hectic schedule did in-
clude time for themselves w do what they
wished. Some went to the country’s beaches.

- Mauldin decided to visit Havana. Some

parts of the city are deteriorating from lack

- of maintenance, he said. “You can tell they
. need work,” he said. Many of the big hotels

built before the 1959 revolution still remain
in a contrast to the appearance of the other
houging. “Their housing priority is in the
rural areas,” said Mauldin,

City residents were very friendly when
they learned he was an American. he added.
"They would ask you about vour hie I you

i a‘iﬂ‘
- R
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+ owere hungry, they would feed you,” said

Mauidin. .
Most people showed little interest in talk-

ing about politics or the disputes between
the two countries’ governments. “They
wanted instead to ask about your personal
Life, about what you do for a living,” said
Smith, LE

One thing Cubans were interested in was
American pop music, she added. People on
the street asked whether she had any cas-
settes by such groups as U-2, Michael Jack-
son and Tfa&'llgr Dane, s?:e said. i

Many of the products they saw cam
from tge Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc
countries, Most of the cars are Soviet-made
or pre-1960 U.S. models that are well-pres.
erved relics of the pre-revolutionary era.
But there was also evidence of Japanese
goods, such as computers used in some of the
schools. )

Japanese electronics firms have to build a
special computer just for the Cuban market,
because the US. has refused to buy any
computer that is also available to the
Cubans, said Mauldin.




inda Quattiebaurn was with a friend
in Gibby's Paradise Lounge, a
popular Arbor Hill hangout, early in
the morning of Friday, May 12. The
Alhany police were beginning a series of
re” 18 that would soon be highly publicized.
1ds lasted through the weekend, and
: they were done, more than 80
peaple, most of them black, would be
arrested,

"1 was situng at the bar having a drink
when the police came busting into the bar,”
Quattiebaum recalls. They announced it
was a raid. She was knocked to the floor by
a cop who pushed her out of the way as he
jumped over the bar to arrest the
bartender. Police ordered the patrons to
stund with their hands on the bar

"1 was fussing because they knocked rme
down,” Quattlebaum says, “so another cop
came over and apologized. " That's when
she realized that they all seemed to know
her name. But because of her complaining,
she says, a policeman called her a “hitch.”
At this point, the police were patting people
down, arresting and handcuffing some,
releasing others, “"'When they got to me,

they said, "We have to strip
search this one,” and they
demanded that | take my
clothes off,” Quattlebaum
SaVs

At lirst she protested, but
then, in an expression of her
growing {rustration, she
started to take off her shirt,
The police stopped her and
told her to go into the
bathroom with a woman
officer. The officer examined
her clothing but did not
conduct a body search. Nor
did she look at the contents of
Quattlehaum's purse. "I feel
they stripped me just to
b e, Quattiebaum

raid at Gibhy's over,
Quattiebaum went to Otis’,
another Arhor Hill bar,
Artiving just in time 1o be
caught up in another raid She
recognized some of the
officers from Gibby's, It was
there that uhe learned that
her 22.vear-old son, Mark
“Sharkie’” Johnson, had just
been arrested, picked upon a
sealed grand-jury indictment
for two coumnts of third-degree

criminal sale of a controlled o ey -
substance. According to a8 M
police, Johnson had sold Black youths ave waiched by police on Albanv's Orange Street

cocaine in Albany on March 9 i e i .

and 22

Jehnson recently gained notoriety when
he was arrested with boxer Mike Tyson
The pair had been caught speeding down
Central Avenue in separate vehicles

When Quattlebaum heard that her son
had been arrested she began tocery, A
friend who was with her said the police had
delivered the news in a sarcastic tone
"How does evervone know my name?"
Quattiebaum asked, still miffed by her
seeming notoriety among the police. She
was told that they had been watching her
“So { asked why,"” she says, "if you've
been watching me, then you know I'm
clean.'” She says that the police officer in
charge of the raid told her he agreed.

But down at the Division [T lockup,
"Sharkie” Johnson was having a rough
tme. "In the cell, they told my son that
they had just fucked with me ™
Qustlebaum says, "They told him  was a
» " Johnson later told his mother that
i been beaten aftet his arrest and that
one police officer had *'taken hold of his
balls" and squeezed them until he “cried.”

“I'm mad,” Quattiebaum says. “'I'm
afrayd that they might continue bothering

#‘l / Nl S

BATTLE
TAGTIGS

Are blacks’ rights belng trampled
as Albany fights Its drug war?

(U

By leff Jones
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the man was a private investigator, hired
by two Albany criminal-defense lawyers to
check out reports that police were routinely
stopping black and Hispanic males getting
off buses at the Grevhound terminal

“1 was annayed because | hadn't been
doing anything." Haley says. *‘I was just
picked out of the bunch. | felt upset and
scared. "

When the police were done with Haley,
they flushed the roach down the toilet and
told him to get dressed. ““They didn’t give
me an apology,” he complains,

ast Sunday night things were quiet

at the Greyhound terminal. Buses

arrived from New York City, Long
Island and Glens Falls, People got off, met
friends or grabbed cabs and were on their
way. No one was stopped by the police and
questioned,

But that's not the way it was during the
last week in March, according to private
investigators hired to monitor the gctivities
of Albany's undercover naroetics police
working the bus station

This very unusual situation--after all.
how often are private detectives hired to

g watch undercover police
Vi operations—resulted from the
concern of two local criminal-
defense lawyers, Terre %
Kindlon and Joseph Donnelly
Both grew suspicious after
hearing from clients the same
repeated complaint, raising in
the attorneys” minds the
possibility that police were
using a profile consisting enly
of one category —race or
ethnicity—to stop and
question people at the
terminal

According to the detective
agency's report, released last
week, the private detectives
did not see one black or
Hispanic male pass through
the bus terminal without
being questinned when the
undercover police were in the
station. The censored report

~Kindlon covered over any
reference that could have
been used to identify the
undercover police officers
before releasing the
dovument--lists a series of
incidents between March 20
§ and 30.

Throughout the week a
rotating team of investigators
was in the terminal for up to
four hours a day. Thev saw

me. But [ don't use drugs or deal drugs. |
drink occasionally. There is no reason for
them to hother me ™

Quattiebaum has decided to file a suit
against the city of Alhany, charging that
her civil rights were violated by the strip-
search at Gibby's

ames Haley stepped off the

Greyhound bus at the Albany

terminal and did what he always does
whesn he comes to visit his mother, He went
to the phone, called her to come and pick
himn up and stepped outside to wait. It was
7:15 PM on March 24. He was coming
home for Easter. Snow was falling. There
was nothing to de but hang out at the
station

Just then, Haley was approached by two
plainclothes Albany police detectives.
“They came up and started asking me
questions,'’ he recalls. "' "What are you
here for? Who did you come to see? ™
At first, Haley was surprised. What's

going on? he thought, *'They didn‘t pull out
any badges until they had asked a few
questions,” he says. "“They didn't identify
themselves as police officers right away."

The two white male cops didn't geem
threatening—just “odd," Haley says. He
grew up in Schenectady and comes often to
visit his mother, who now lives in Albany.
The 29-year-old Haley operates a forklift
and other heavy equipment for a company
near his home in central New Jersey.

“"They asked me, ‘Did | have anything? **
Haley explains. He knew what they meant,
and he answered yes, Haley had a roach in
his pocket, less than one-half of a marijuana
cigarette, He had never been in trouble
with the law, but figured if he wanted to
avoid a trip "downtown,”" he'd better come
clean. The police patted him down, then
told him to bring his bag and follow them
into the terminal’s men's room.

There, Haley emptied his pockets. His
bag was thoroughly searched. “They didn’t
throw anything around, but they were
looking pretty hard,"" he says.

“Alter they looked through the bag, they
asked me to drop my pants. They just
looked down into my pants and at the floor,
They didn’t do anything,” Haley says.

While Haley haid his pants down, a man
entered the men's room, looked around and
left. Neither Haley nor the police knew that

the arrival of the 7:15 PM bus
from New York City on Friday, March
24. “A number of white individuals,
sotne of them rather shabby and
suspicious looking, got off the bus. One
clean-cut black man got off the bus, they
paid no attention to anyone but him " the
report says. He was followed to a pay
phone, where he called his mother. It was
James Haley.

According to the report, three police
officers approached and questioned Haley,
then led him into the men’s room. A female
otfficer stood outside the door, but when her
attention was diverted, one of the
investigators went inside. He saw Haley
standing in the middle of the room with his
pants down around his shoes. His luggage
had been opened and spread out on the
counter, The police ordered the
investigator to leave the room and he
backed out.

By week’s end, the police were aware of
the countersurveillance, The investigators
reported to Kindlon and Donnelly that
activity of the type they observed during
the first week had subsided in the terminal.

> 12

R e i oot




12 « METROLAND « May 25-31, 1989

BATTLETACTICS « 11

"'After several days, the activity at the bus
station had dropped off to 2ero.** Kindlon
says.

But not before there was one incident
between police and the investigators. Ina
second report that Kindlon showed
METROLAND on Monday, the
investigators claimed that on March 30,
two of the undercover police officers sat
down next to an investigator and engaged
in a mock conversation, loudly saying that
all private investigators were
"“homosexuals.’’ At this point, the
investigator left the terminal followed by
three police officers. According to this new
report, the investigator was "pursued”’ by
the police when he left the area in his car.

"We don't want to embarrass the police
force or the ~ity of Albany," Kindlon savs.
He thinks an' the private investigation
forced a stup to the practice, which he
considers a clear violation of the
Constitution’s Fourth Amendment
protections against ilegal search and
aeizure. "But then," says Kindlon, the
police activity "started again." This led to
the lawyers' decision to release the report
to the press, and to their suggestion that
(Gov. Mario M. Cuomo consider appointing
a special prosecutor to investigate they way
the Albany police department is conducting
its war on drugs.

o one interviewed for this story
dispuied that there is a drug crisis,

or that the drug war has come to
Albany, In a multipart series that has run
this week, the Tymes [/mion has
documented how deep the problem has
embedded itself in the Capital Region. In
Albany's black neighborhoods, notably
Arbor Hill and the South End, a clear shift
is perceptible, especially among teenagers
and young adults, from the casual usage
several years ago to small-time dealing
today. Bat is the drug problem
concentrated in the black community, as
the palice response seems to indicate?

Not everyone is satisfied with the way
the Albany Police Department is
conducting its war on drugs. In recent
weeks, fueled by the drug sweeps and the
bus-terminal report, there is an increasing
fear that the target is not “rugs, but
Albany's young blacks. V' th summer
vacation only a month away, anger and
tension are rising. In numerous interviews,
METROLAND, like attorneys Kindlon and
Donnelly, heard repeated stories too similar
to discount, indicating that police are
engaging in generalized harassment of
young blacks that could involve significant
viclations of constitutionally protected
rights (see Heroines and Heretics, page 7)

Most of those interviewed refused to give
their names or allow pictures to be taken,
some out of fear of retaliation from drug
dealers, but most from fear of police
retaliation. There are reports of police
using excessive violence, stealing money
from suspects, making ractal slurs. And
there is evidence of the arbitrary use of
police power, too, One black teenage
student swept up in the raids was kept in
the Albany County Jail for a week, simply
because an officer said ahe had a “"bad
attitude.” When she finally appeared
before a judge, the charges against her
were dropped.

Most alarming, perhaps, are the reports
of police activity directed at children 12 and
13 years old.

It is now common knowledge that drug
dealers are using young children as
couriers, because they cannot be
prosecuted as adults. But reports-like one
called in to Alice Green of the New York
Civil Liberties Union earlier this week by a
mother whose 12-year-old son came home
traumatized after he was stopped and
queftisncd by police while running an
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The Albany Greyhound terminal

errand for her to the corner store—raise
questions that must be answered hy the
officials in charge of Albany's war on
drugs. Is police practice creating hostility
and fear among the city's children? Are
seeds being planted that will ripen into a
crisis deeper then the one now faced?

“We don't feel we've averstepped our
bounds,'” says Albany Police spokesman
Sgt. Robert Wolfgang. *“Whatever we've
done, we feel that we're working within the
Ruidelines set by law "’

Wolfgang maintains that there were "3
lot of problems’ with the Kindlon-Donnelly
report on palice activities at the Grevhound
terminal. As for the report’s allégations, he
says, "I don't know that they show any
wrongdoing.” He also defends the use of
Albany police officers at the Amtrak
station in Rensselaer as an example of
cooperative relationghips with other
jurisdictions, *'We are not limited to the
City of Albany,” he explains.

But many people, especially in Arbor
Hill, remain convinced that something has
gone wrong. A number of people contacted
this week told of different community
responses being planned.

Merton Simpson of the Capital District
Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism
says that his group is working to compile a
list of complaints of police abuse of a racial
or discriminatory nature. According to
Simpson, the coalition wants to meet with
the polive officers identified as causing
problems, as a way of increasing
community dialogue. “We are not ina
position to represent individuals who have
complaints,”” Simpson says, ""but to
document concrete evidence which would

Alice Green of the New York Civil Liberties Union fields complaints of police harassment

then be presented to the Community Police
Relations Board and the Mayor.” (Those
who wish to contact the coalition should
write to PO Box 3002, Pine Hills Station,
Albany, NY 12203.)

Lenora Graham and Lois Willis are two
women whose concern has led to action
They have recently formed Mothers
Against Drugs and are among those
planning for a communitywide meeting
next Tuesday (May 30) at the Trinity _
Institution in Albany's South End. “We're
trying to get the people involved citywide
in what's going on,"” Graham says. "Now
it's just being focused on one group of
people." Graham said she was hearthroken
by some of the stories she heard about the
recent police drug raids. “'I'm not saying all
the police are bad,”" she says. “But the few
that are cause people in the community to
lose respect for the rest of them."”

Graham believes there is a drug problem
in Albany. “The drugs are there,” she says.
“We're just mothers, and we're trying to
stay away from politics. The thing that
hurts me, | see the young black youth being
sacrificed.” Graham says that some of
those arrested in the raids were innocent
children who were just in the wrong place
at the wrong timne.

Willis said the upcoming meeting would
focus on the need for jobs for young people.
This year, like last, Albany Mayor Thomas
M. Whalen [l has announced that the city
will provide a summer job for any young
person who wants one. “They want jobs,”
Willis says. " They don't want to be out
there selling dope.”" But young people don’t
see an alternative, Willis continues. ""They
go looking for a job and they find the door
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slammed in their face ™

' artha isn't her real name. But like
80 many others, she’s afraid
She's a professional, working in

the legal field and raising two children in
Arbor Hill. It's her 18-year-old son ahe
worries about the most.

""He was stopped once, around the
beginning of March, walking down
Livingston Avenue with his sister and some
friends," Martha says. "“T'wo cops stopped
him because there had been some trouble
up the street.”” They frisked him and let
him go,

Another time he was stopped and asked
his name and where he lived because, the
police said, he looked like a robbery
suspect. “‘He politely told them he was
coming from che’  shearsal " Martha
says. Her sonis )" Lident of the Junior
Choir at their church. “They didn't bother
him any more. But | was petrified because
you don’t know what they ave going todo,”

Martha believes her son when he says he
is not into drugs. He will graduate from
Albany High School next month. He has a
job, working with computers. Recently he
was invited to perform a rap song he wrote
in Atlanta, at the Martin Luther King Ir
Center for Nonviolence. But she worries.
not about her son being into drugs, but
about the police. “He is a healthy young
black man,” she explains, ““He wears his
hair in a gumbhy but he has no rold."* Her
fear is that sometime this summer, her son
will be caught up in a police sweep. Mayhe
he'll get pushed around. Maybe he'll be
called a “nigger.” Maybe he'll fight back
Then anything might happen.

Whether her fear is groundless or not_ it's
real.

“1 almost wish he was not in the area for
the summer,” she says. ' Everyone is out
school. There is nothing to do. The Arbo
Hill Community Center does not provide as
much recreation as the young people need
and are interested in. My son has said.
‘Mom, | don't want to go out of the house .’
because he doesn't want to be stopped.

“It’s the innocent people like us that are
getting a big portion of all this stuff "
Martha says. “Why are they after the little
people? They are not the suppliers. Some
suppliers are white. ! just don't . hink that
Arbor Hill should be the focal point, We
should not be condemned because we are
black."

One last time, Martha is asked if she
would allow her real name to be used

"We are not dumb,"” she says. “And we
know that if the names get out, we will be
harassed.” She is worried about drugs
being planted, especially on her son. "]
really wish ! didn’t mind the name aspect of
it. But I am so afraid. I am afraid for my
child.""®

Photographs
By

Michael
Ackerman




I recent vears, trade unions have become one of the
main tareets of the Sowth African government i iy
artempt o destroy opposition and to entrench white
donvnation.

Ihe Narional Partyv govermment intensified ity sup-
pression of trade unions last vear when # ena tedd
harmitul restrictive amendments to exosting labor laws;
andl, atier peaceful protests by more than 3 million
werkers, then e viended the viate of emergency lor a
third vear

One wion that v certainly unpopular with the
govermment is the banned National Educanion Umon of
South Alrica the country s most mditant anti-
apartherd teacher organization,

NECSA S president. Curtis Nhondo, whoin 1977 led
the mass resignation of lundreds of high school reachers
i Semse¢to Jem H\}H_]l :‘u;*rr:h'k! BCIHHH’H‘IH iexy, recerit
Iv vistted United Teachers headguarters in Athany as
part of a U8 sty tour

I ane mrerviesw wirh thie Sew York feacher, Moondo
describes Sowth Africaas g nation ray by a government
Perrt or dleprosistrating o w hutes that it ix in orntred, He
Vg .-"H'}:f.'\ errment-controlled cducation systenm as “a
weapon of domimanon.”

Fxcerps from the merview follow

Vew York Teacher: How does the government-
controfled education system suit aparthewd’s goal?
Nkosdo: Supporters of apartheid behieve that whites
have God's given rnght to rule by virtue of having
overthrown the blacks.

fo fulfitl this, the nationalist government introduced
Bantu education. which s a powerful weapon ol
domination, a weapon that will keep blacks hewers of
wood and drawers of water.

Apartheid’s philosophy 1y that blacks must not be
trained in such a way that they will aspire to the same
level as whites or graze in the green pastures of the
whites.

And as a result of that philosophy. the nationalist
government immediately introduced the “bantustans,”
or homelands, |

Blacks are dumped into those homelands. They are

'Y Teecho G/R0/87 f
A South African teacher union leader speaks out |

Curtis Nkondo visits with NYSUT First Vice President Antomia
Cortese and Charles Saniglh, NYSUT durector of policy and
program developmant ‘Photo By Rick Flemming, NYSUT
Fublic Retations) ;

'

dumping grounds of the unemplored and the aged

, _. \ . "
New York Teacher: W here do teacher organizations fit

into this crisis! :

Nkondo: Immediately atter the introduction of Banty
education in 1954, teachers orgunizatons were relevant
i the sense that they worked with revolutionary
moyements, | '

But because ol rcprt:xxmtté; ar opportunisin, some
people decided to take the ligg of least resistance and
came up with organizations tNBt were acceptable to the
government, that toe the ideoldgical hine. Those organ-

wations still prevand today, !{

New York Teacher: Why does the government fear your
union?
Nkondo: NEUSA came ingg bring as an indictment of
racial education. Because it pdobilizes both white and
black teachers, it s seen as a threat to apartheid.
Except for NEUSA, the rest of teachers organizations
are divided along ethnic. tribdl. or racial lines so that
vou find white teachers organifations, colored teachers
organizations, ete, ,

speak of a majority. It wants to refer to any groupings as
minorities. That is why P W. Botha has said there is no
majority in South Atnca. Its a divide-and-rule policy.

NEUSA has become a victim of repression. Members
have been killed, some have been banned. others
detatned.
New York Teacher: Tell us about detention.
Nkondo: You can be detained indefimitely. without
charges or trial. There's detention under section 29
solitary confinement. There you are harshly inter-
rogated. The government subjected me to electnic
shocks to get what they termed “the truth.”™

In detention, they give you a hist of various organ-
vattons to which vou allegedly belong and leave you
alone in the cell. You have to write about all ol thesé
organizations. whether or not vou belong to any ol
them. hey try to persuade you to admit that, in tact,
vou do belong to organmizations that are agamst the faw,
like the Afncan Natonal Congress

W sou dont admit to this, your peniod ol detention is
lengthened. I vou continue to resist. they will use other
methods. So suddenly you may be a member ol an
organization to which yvou don’t belong, because vou
st want to be reheved ot the torture

New York Teacher: W hat mostimpressed you about our
educational structures?

Nkondo: For the first time in my hile | have tound
teachers and parents working harmonously together
for the development of education. This doesnt exint in
my country. It wouldn’t be allowed to exist,

Fach ume NEUSA comes up with a democratic
process. that process is swatted. They dont want a
democratic process. They want control. Education,
whether for whites or blacks. s a means of control

New York Teacher: What's the next stage? o

Nkondo: Everything depends upon what the govern-
ment ean do to get out of their crisis. We have made our
demands and our demands are clear, loud and clear.
And there is no way in which we can change our
demands. We shall not. We have made those demands
because we are fighting for justice. knowing very well
that with justice we shall have peace. but without justice
there 1s no peace.

-

et Sl PG,

e e - T R




President of the National Education Union of South Africa
e s
Vice President for the Transvaal United Democratic Front (UDF)
- "'-"""-,---'_:- i
Chairperson for tho Release Mandela Campaign 1980-83

Patron of the Alexander Arts Center; Committee Member of the
Alexander Arts Center

Member of the Board of Trustees for Dynamic Images
Member of the Board of Trustees for Open Schools

Member of the Board of Trustees and Patron of Commmity Based
Bducation

Member of the BEducation Information Center
Member of the Cultural Desk

Member of Dorkay House

Member of the South African Musicians Alliance
Co-Developed Indepent School System
AMvisor to Sage Wood School - (Non-Racial School)

Author of Several Articles on Education and Politics which impact
on the State of the Nation

One of 16 Leaders of the UDF Charged with High Treason in 1984
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THE BLACK MEN’S MOVEMENT THREE!

Three of the Black Nation's staunchest freedom fighters,
Robert Taylor, Abdul Haqq and Arthur Majeed Barnes.

Dear Judge Haight,

It has been nearly two years since papers were first filed in your court
concerning illegal police surveillance of Black political activists in
New York City. This surveillance by the New York Police Dept.
Intelligence Division’s "Black Desk” clearly violates the Handschu
settiement over which you preside.

Members of our community have suffered and continue to suffer because
of this surveillance. You have the power to stop this unconstitutional
activity by holding the Police Dept. in contempt and releasing the
surveillance documents to the targets. We cannot afford to have the
current victims (the Black Men’s Movement Three) of this latter-day
COINTELPRO program find themselves in the same situation as other
political prisoners, as in the pending case of a political prisoner,

who, despite clear evidence of illegal FBI activities, cannot obtain
redress and discharge from prison because the legal system took over 10
years to force the FBI to release the documents. Judge Haight, you
should not make yoursell an accomplice of this current illegality.

DECIDE NOW ON THE HANDSCHU CONTEMPT MOTIONS!
RELEASE THE SURVEILLANCE DOCUMENTS

From: Name
Address
City State Zip

To: Judge Charles Haight
40 Foley Square
New York, New York 10007




Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid

and Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station

Albany, NY 12203
A Project of the Social Justice Center

June, 1989

Two Important Meetings

A ————

@ NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING:
Thursday, June 22, 1989 at 7:30 p.m.

Urban League - Corner of Livingston and Ten Broeck, Albany

AGENDA: SUMMER PLANNING MEETING

Coalition actions in response to OTB Tennis Tournament
In Schenectady (South African players)

National sanctions legislation - report on meeting
with Rep. Michael McNulty

Follow up discussion on Community Police Relations Board

and Albany's drug arrests (see details for meeting
on this issue below)

This is an important planning meeting to determine Coalition work for the
summer - please make your attendance a priority.

# COMMUNITY POLICE RELATIONS BOARD - public meeting on Monday, June 19,
1989 at 7:00 p.m. Crenshaw Memorial Community Center (near Division 2

on Morton Ave, Albany
A PUBLIC MEETING TO ADDRESS POLICE METHODS IN MAKING DRUG ARRESTS.
The Coalition plans to raise the ?ollowing questions:
Has Albany suspended the 4th amendment?

What about the rights of the innocent? of family members?

g what alternatives to jail are offered petty offenders?
What is Mayor Whalen doing about the need for treatment programsf

The issue of drug use is critical - s0, too, is the question of police
methods in drug busts. Your attendance at this meeting will send the

__essage to the city politicans and police that there is deep community
%“toncern about the city's response and accountability.
(Vicki Smith is the Coalition's representative on the Board. Complaints
can be made to Vicki at 449-8875)
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AMNESTY LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN FOR PRISONERS IN SOUTH AFRICA... ,"

Please sign and mail the attached letter to South Africa. 3

The Amnesty International group in Albany currently has a committee working
on behalf of prisoners in South Africa and is participating in a worldwide
South Africa campaign. Amnesty International is an independent worldwide
movement working impartially for the release of all prisoners of conscience,
fair and prompt trials for political prisoners and an end to torture and
executions. It is funded by donations from its members and supporters
throughout the world. It works mainly through the use of letter writing
campaigns.

Thousands of letters are arriving in Pretoria, South Africa these months,
showing that the world knows about the men, women and children in South
Africa's prisons. Since the state of emergency was declared in July, 1985,
more than 30,000 South Africans have been detained, many only because of
their non-violent work against the violent system of apartheid.

Some of the prisoners on whose behalf we have written have been released
which encourages us to continue the work and also to ask you for help to %li
increase the number of letters coming from Albany, New York.

Please sign the attached letter for Eric Molobi and mail it to the

address shown. Include your return address. (postage 45¢ airmail)

Thank you,
Verena Diemer, Albany Amnesty

THANKS TO THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION OF SUNY (SASU) FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT

MEL KING SPEAKS ABOUT HIS TRIP TO PALESTINE
By David Aube (518) 434-4037
Capital Dist. Committee for Palestinian Rights

Mel King, National Rainbow Coalition activist, former Massachusetts State
Assembly Member and former Boston mayoral candidate, presented a talk and
slide show recently at the Trinity United Methodist Church where he discussed
his trip to the West Bank and Gaza Strip (Occupied Palestine)

The presentation expressed the determination of the Palestinian youth to
resist and remove the occupation and to create a sovereign Palestinian state.
The beauty of the landscape was evident. The slides from Arab (East) Jerusa-
lem and villages, surrounded by endless olive groves, displayed the rich and
settled history.

Mr. King reiterated the position of the Rainbow Coalition, which has support-
ed a "two state" solution - a Palestine State alongside Israel. .

The presentation was organized by the Capital District Committee for Pa!
stinian Rights and co-sponsored by the Rainbow Coalition (23rd and 24th -
trict), American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, Coalition Against Apart-
heid and Racism, SUNYA Student Committee for Palestinian Rights and the Nat-
ional Lawyers Guild.
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Angola, Cuba, S. Africa

sign pact

“Southern Africa will be trans
formed into a zone of peace and interna-
tional cooperation in the near future” if
the historic peace accords signed by
Angola, Cuba and South Africa are faith-
fully carried out, says Angolan Presidenmt
José Eduardo dos Santos,

The accords provide for an end o

South Africa’s repeated invasions of

Angola, mdependence and free elections
for Namibia (illegally occupied by South
Africa), and withdrawal of all Cuban
troops from Angola,

Angolan leaders believe the ac-
cords will reduce the human suffering
and economic destruction which have
plagued southern Africa and allow An-
gola to begin national reconstruction af-
ter 13 years of nonstop South African
attacks. The attacks began shortly before
independence when South African torces
opened the way for Unita and were fi-

nally stopped just 100 miles short of

Luanda.

The government of Angola dem
onstrated s good faith in sending home
the first 3,000C uban soldiers three months
ahead of the April | deadline set by the
agreement, signed a few days before
Christmas at the United Nations, South
Afnca’s agreement 1o end its attacks on
Angola, and its pledge to allow independ-
ence for Namibia, where over 50,000
South African roops have been based
along Angola’s southern border, will
remove the threat to Angola’s security
which led the Angolan government to
seek Cuban military assistance.

The long negotating process,
which included meetings in Brazzaviile,
Cawro. Geneva, and New York, was
mediated by U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State for Afnican Attairs Chester Crocker,
Former Secretary of State George Shultz.
as well as United Nations Secretary-
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, attended
the signing ceremony and both the U.S.
and the Soviet Union are taking partin the
SUPETVISING COmMmission,

Reprinted from Angola Update, February, 1989

The U.S. anti-apartheid movement must take on the task of aiding in the
process of peace for Angola and ultimately bringing and end to the white
minority system of apartheid in South Africa.

We must demand that the U.S. stop funding the contra terrorists of Jonas
Sv...mbi and UNITA. i _

We must demand that the U.S. government grant immediate recognition to the
legitimate government of the MPLA of Angola

(See attached article for background on Angola)




EVENTS TO INDEPENDENCE IN 1975

*Angola, on the west coast of Africa, was one
of the countries most devastated by the slave
trade after Portugal settled on the coast some
500 years ago. At the beginning of the 20th
century, Portugal also brutally conquered the
African peoples of Angola's interior.

*From 1961 to 1974, Angolans fought a war for
independence. The fascist government of Portu-
gal refused to negotiate and arrested and
killed Angolans struggling for liberation.

In 1974, the army of Portugal, weary of fight-
ing colonial war, staged a coup and overthrew
the government of Portugal.

*This opened the way for negotiations for
independence for Angola and Portugal's other
African colonies of Mozambique and Guinea
Bissau. Three major nationalist movements
emerged during the struggle for Angola's in-
dependence from Portuguese colonial rule:
the National Front for the Liberation of
Angola (FNLA), the Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola (MPLA), and the National
Union for the Total Independence of Angola
(UNITA}). (Today, the FNLA no longer exists,
the MPLA has led the legitimate go' r~nment of
Angola since 1975, and UNITA exist. as a
terrorist guerilla organization seeking to
destabilize the country with South African and
U.5. help)

*In January 1975 at Alvor, Portug. , the
three movements negotiated with the Portuguese
to reach an accord on the date and arrangement
for independence. They agreed to share power
with Portugal in a transitional government and
hold elections after independence day which
was set for November 11, 1975.

*Angola is rich in oil and strategically lo-
cated so it became a prime target for outside
intervention. The apartheid regime of South
Africa and the United States intervened to
block the nationalist movement which they saw
as the most significant threat - the MPLA.

*The Alvor Accords were destroyed just two
weeks after they were signed when the U.S. CIA
gave military aid to the FNLA and convinced
them to attack the MPLA without provocation.
The CIA also enlisted the support of two Zair-
ean battalions to support the FNLA. The U.S.,
with the support of conservative settlers in
Southern Angola, also encouraged and funded
UNITA to attack the MPLA. UNITA also appealed
to South Africa for support, and with CIA en-
couragement, South Africa invaded Angola,
first in August 1975 and then with thousands
of troops in October 1975. The CIA funded the
FNLA and UNITA forces with over $30 million in
covert aid., This onslaught led the MPLA to
call for large scale assistance from Cuba and
Cuba responded by sending thousands of troops
to Angola to help repel the South African in-
vasion,

*On November 11, 1975, Angola became independ-

ent under the MPLA government but war has con-
tinued unabated since that time.

WAR CONTINUES

*Within a year virtually every country in the
world except South Africa and the United
States had recognized the new People's Repub-
lic of Angola. The U.S. still has not granted
recognition to Angola. This fact is a shame-
indication of a natural affinity between the
U.S. and the apartheid regime of South Africa.

*South Africa has viewed Angola as the great-
est threat to the regime's attempt to dominate
the Southern Africa region. Angola is the
country in Southern Afria least dependent on
South Africa and could provide an example of a
successful ruled majority ruled nation. Ango-
la's vast mineral and agricultural resources
provide a base for a potentially strong econo-
my. The Southern Africa Development Coordin-
ation Conference (SADCC) has focused on Ango-
la's port and transportation facilities as a
means to lessen the entire region's economic
dependence on South Africa. Angole . the only
country is Southern Africa with significant oil
resources. These oil deposits are, of course
extremely attractive to South Africa and could
help extend the apartheid system for years.

For all of the above reasons the de~*abiliza-
tion of Angola has been a top prior..y.

*From the time of Angolan independence, South
Africa has followed a plan of "total strategy”
- mobilizing all forces, economic, political,
military and diplomatic against neighboring
states. Pretoria's campaign against Angola has
been almost completely military. Countless in-
vasions by South Africa since 1975 have brought
widescale destruction and destabilization to
Angola. In addition to direct attacks, South
Africa has funded and trained UNITA rebels as
a means of maintaining a surrogate army in An-
gola. The Angolan economy has been devastated
by the costs of this war with billions of doll-~
ars in damage to Angola's infrastructure.

South Africa and UNITA forces have sabotaged
schools, health clinics, farming areas, oil
refineries, storage and transportation facil-
ities and the Benguela railroad.

*South Africa began its involvement with and
support for UNITA during its August, 1975 in-
vasion (at that time, P.W. Botha had been Min-
ister of Defense). In 1979, when P.W.Botha
became Prime Minister of South Africa, the
apartheid regime began to give massive finan-
cial aid and military support to Jonas Savim-
bi's UNITA forces.

*In 1976 the U.S. Congress discovered the
role of the CIA in Angola and passed the Clark
amendment to prohibit American support of any
of the groups involved in the war in Angola.

In 1981, Reagan adopted a policy of “construct-
ive engagement." This policy worked in tandem
with South Africa's "total strategy."” In 1985

Congress repealed the Clark amendment and
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direct aid to UNITA was resumed, This aid
still continues and George Bush promised in
January 1989 that the support will go on.

*One of the Reagan administration's justi-
fications for supporting UNITA forces was its
opposition to Cuban troops in Angola. Note
that the MPLA of Angola requested Cuban help
after South African troops had invaded Angola
and after the CIA had funded UNITA and the
FNLA. Cuban troops have remained in Angola at
the request of the legitimate government of
Angola and have served as a rear guard for
Angolan forces against UNITA bandits and the
South African troops. They also have been
used to guard U.S. oil installations in An-
gola. An irony exists here that the U.S. is
Angola's largest trading partner and that oil
installations in Angola are American. U.S.
tax payer dollars finance UNITA attacks on
the U.S. companies!

*The government of Angola professes social-
ist principles but the constitution and the
government preserve a mixed economy with state
cooperative and private sectors. U.S. invest-
ment there exceeds 500 million dollars. From
the onset of independence, the Angolan govern-
ment has encouraged friendly U.S. trade, eco-
nomi¢c and political relations. Yet the U.S.
funds the forces determined to overthrow that
government using anti-communist and cold war
arguments as rationalization.

It is time that the U.S. recognizes the
legitimate government of Angola apd stop
trying *# dictate to the people Angola
whom theés should chose to govern them and
how they should be governed.

*The campaign of terror and destruction
carried out in Angola by the rebels of UNITA
under the leadership of Jonas Savimbi is fin-
acced a assisted by the apartheid regime of
South Africa and by the United States. Savim-
bi boasts of recognition from many nations
but his support comes from right wing regimes
around the world. The only country on the
African continent that acknowledge support of
of UNITA and Savimbi is South Africa. He is
viewed as an opportunist and collaborationist
throughout the rest of Africa and by freedom
loving people throughout the world. Savimbi
was an honored guest at the 1984 inauguration
of P.W. Botha. In 1986 he appeared on the
CBS program "60 Minutes" and said "...I see
the Executive President of South Africa as my
friend." In addition to his South African
allegiance, he has been a frequent visitor to
the U.S. and was warmly greeted by Reagan.
The American people need to know that aid to
Savimbi is aid to South Africa. To the slo-
gan "Savimbi has no bank in the bush" can now
be added “Savimbi has a bank in Bush."

*Throughout his career, Savimbi has been the
ultimate opportunist. There is documented evi-
dence that he collaborated with Portuguese
colonialists. In the 1960's he asked the So-
viets for aid and when refused aid he denounced
the MPLA for its socialist views. He then
sought and found support in China and adopted
Maoist rhetoric. Later he joined the CIA pay-
roll and appealed to South Africa declaring
himself anti-Marxist and pro-west. He has sur-
vived because he has made himself useful to
the forces opposed to self-determination in
Africa - the South African apartheid regime.

*Savimbil has been denounced by the Organiza-

At 2 Washington news conterence, Rev. Ben Chawis displays a photo of U.S. iand mines

suppiied to Unita. Rufino Otawiano, 11, lost both legs to a Unita rmine, while Fernando

tion of African Unity (0AU), the Frontline
States of Southern Africa and by most of

the countries of the world. By continuing
support for Jonas Savimbi, the U.S. places it-
self in the nefarious company of those who seek
to maintain white minority control of Southern
Africa and the destabilization of the whole
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Segunda. 15, lost one. Both are being hited with prostheses. (Photo. Wiliam E. Carter)

It is ti  for all Americans who have any
regard for vuman life to demand an end of U.S.
support of Savimbi and UNITA and their policy
of human terror and economic devastation.

*UNITA op~rates mainly out of southern Ango-
la. Sinc 981 the intergration of the South
African Defense Force and UNITA has been espec-
ially close. A "stage-set" capital was built
at Jamba near the sparsely populated area near
the Namibian border. From this location UNITA
and South African commandos have attacked stra-
tegic economic targets and waged a war of ter-
ror against civilians. UNITA attacks medical
workers, health facilities and vehicles carry-
ing medical supplies. This policy fits in per-
fectly with South Africa's policy of terroriz-
ing Black Southern African countries. UNITA
regularly plants U.S. supplied Claymore anti-
personnel mines in fields and paths used by
farmers and children. This limits farming and
has created severe food shortages. It i1s a
systematic strategy aimed at causing famine and
terror. This strategy has created a population
in Angola of over 20,000 amputees, the highest
rate of amputees in the world. UNICEF has esti-
mated that over 50,000 children in Angola die
yearly as a result of South Africa and UNITA's
war. Over 25% of the population has been dis-
placed.

*Savimbi claims to be "fighting for freedom"
in Angola. He is, in fact, an evil agent of
apartheid. When the U.S. aids Savimbl in his
dirty war, the U.S. is collaborating with
apartheid South Africa.

Eileen Kawola | ‘
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid

and Racism, Albany, New York

(Sources: publications from the American
Committee on Africa, Washington Office on;
Africa, Angola Update, U.S5. House of Rep.
Select Committee on Hunger)
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Next regular Coalition meeting: June 22, 1989, 7:30 p.m., Albany Urban League
Angolan President Dos Santos:

“A just and honorable

peace for all”’

In December 1989, Angola, South Africa and Cuba
signed the Tripartate Agreements calling for
independence for Namibia, the removal of South
African troops from Angola and the removal of
Cuban troops from Angola.

See inside for an article on Angola... President José Eduarde dos Saitor
It is time now that the U.S. anti-apartheid movement demand that the U.S.
government immediately stop funding the Angolan rebel movement, UNITA, led
by Jonas Savimbi. Americans who have any regard for the quality and sanct-
ity of life must force the U.S. administration to stop its support of the
terror and devastation in the sovereign nation of Angola.

It is time that the U.S. recognizes the legitimate govenment of Angola |
(which is recognized by every country in the world except the U.S. and 4
South Africa. The U.S. must stop trying to dictate to the people of Angcla j
whom they should choose to govern them and how they should be governed.

E ottt 5,

The recognition of Angola and an end to aid for UNITA must not be linke "o

any more conditions imposed on it by the U.S. or by South Africa. e
VIVA ANC VIVA SWAPO VIVA MPLA

FREE SOUTH AFRICA FREE NAMIBIA RECOGNIZE ANGOLA




Feminist Action Network (FAN) presents...

GUATEMALA AND CUBA TODAY

A presentation on a pre- and a post-
revolutionary society with a focus
on race, gender, and class issues.

with Judith McDaniel

and Vickie Smith ]

RESCHEDULED

(to be announced)

WHY RESCHEDULE ?

We rescheduled this event due to an important public meeting of
the Community Police Relations Board that one presenter, Vickie
Smith, must attend. The Board has asked the Albany Police
Department to address reports of police harassment in Arbor Hill
and the South End. The police have also been asked to discuss
police strategy when investigating drug-related crimes.

Our presentation should not conflict with this important meeting.
We urge everyone to be present at this Community Police Relations
Board meeting.

DATE: MONDAY, JUNE 19th
PLACE: CRENSHAW COMMUNITY CENTER
7 MORTON AVENUE
TIME:  7:00 pm i

MORE INFO: call 434-5184

This is your opportunity to ask questions about recent drug busts
and police conduct in making these arrests.
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW !!!
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Lexington Avenue in Arbor Hill bad just
been raided and Gibby's was next.

The nightclub owner said he greeted the
officers led by Fargione at the door of his
| establishment and asked them what was the
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‘Storm Trooper’ Raid

send a report to the State Authority
aod “do everything be to close me
Gibeon that the pe pres-
e et 5
chilling effect on business,

He further alleged that the
mmmﬁ:ﬁwmum cub

“I'm sure they were disa to learn
’t::; all of my paperwork is in order,” he

* * %

Last night, Fargione fielded questions
abowt how his unit conducted drug invest-
gations and heard complaints and com-
ments about the behavior of police on the

job.

nity Relations Board, who asked If the police
department had utilized a " in mak.
ing searches and arrests o le, mostly
black and Hispanic, at the hound bus
station. Fargione denied that kis unit em-
ployed any "profile” based on color, creed or
ethnicity to make arrests or searches at the
bus station.

“That’s not true,” the police officer re-
?ondod when asked why only blacks and

ispanics were stopped and searched at the
bus station. "We stop any number of whites
and any number of " based solely on
;gd!caton“ of potestial criminal behav-

“To say that we targeted any

‘grwfhmdoncohr,emodorm specific
ethuic

background is patently false,” he
said. “We do not use profiles. We use a
number of indicators. Each case is taken on
its own merit.” Fargione was reluctant to be
specific with what constituted an "indica-
tor," fearing that what he revealed might

complained that
. Are they ail
the director
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‘Storm-trooper

. By By Gary Sheffer
o DAl wrner

' . ALBANY - A city tavern owner filed a formal
. complaint Monday with the Community-Police
' Relations Board, saying police used “storm-trooper”
+ tactics in a May 12 drug raid at his bar.

William B. Gibson, owner of Gibby's Paradise

E & meeting at Crenshaw Memorial to discuss alleged
‘tpllce abuse of the rights of minorities, particularly
!

on a drug sweep in May in which more than 80 people
were arrested.

L 8gt. Thomas Fargione of the police department's
I Investigations Unit answered questions from

prd members and the public at the meeting, at

residents accused officers of singling out

' and Hispanics as drug suspects and of police

. brutality.

Gibson's complaint states that the officers threat-

m harassed black patrons while a white
was ignored and that detectives threatened
have the state pull his license.

71 do not believe the officers would have acted as
did if | was a white person and if the patrons of

-
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Tuesday. june 20, 1989

my bar were predominantly white,” Gibson said in
an affidavit attached (o his complaint.

Three people were arrested in the bar during the
raid, according to the affidavit

Since the raid, Gibson said his business has
suffered because of fear of police harassment.
Gibson claims on May 30, about 30 minutes after
detailed his complaints at a communily meeting,
detectives came to his bar and asked o see his State
Liquor Authority permit.

Fargione said at the meeting he differed with

Gibson's account of events of that night but was cut
off by Gibson and others.

Fargione denied that police use a “drug courier
profile” based solely on race or ethnicity Police do
use “indicators” during surveillance based on
individual situations to determine suspicious behav-
ior, he said.

For instance, an indicator could be someone who is
excessively nervous or who separates themselves
from their luggage after getting off a bus, though he
said he could not be more specific for fear of
endangering the narcotics unit's operations.

“IUs not about color of skin," Fargione said “It's

S ———

& |
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drug raid tactics assailed

about are they drug couriers or are they not drug
couriers?”

“Ymmmmlndu'lhnanyhadnﬂ.'
(intbepolicedeparmnswhatisludmm
hlhcmunumylouy‘whthmlnlmdﬂlh.l
complaint?” " Michaelson said, -

mnunmmm.mmotmm

In a separate at City Hall, Ninth Ward
Horans who. heat

theComnq
Comlpolicecunnuuu.loldaldenm
m;hl!hnthctoundnoevidemnlclvﬂr

#
n noted that no complaints had been filed
then with the department's Internal Affairs Division,




inda Quattiebaum was with a frnend
I inn Gibby's Paradise Lounge, 3
popular Arbor Hill hangout, early in
the morning of Friday, May 12 The
Albany police were beginning a series of

raids that would soon be highly publicized
The ‘s lasted through the weekend, and

e v were done, more than 80
pe 108t of them black, would be
an d

"1 was aitting at the bar having a drink
when the police came busting into the har, "
Quattlebaum recalla. They announced it
want a raid. She was knocked to the floor by
a cop who pushed her out of the way as he
mumped over the bar to arrvest the
bartender. Police ordered the patrons to
stand with their hands on the bar

"1 was fussing because they knocked me
down,'” Quattiebaum savs, "so another cop
came aver and apologized "’ That's when
she realized that they all seemed to know
her name  But because of her complaining
she says, a pobeceman called her a "'bitch.”
At this point, the police were patting people
down. arresting and handcuffing some,
releasing others ""When they got to me,

they said, ‘We have to strip
search this one,” and they
demanded that | take my
clothes off "' Quattiebaum
save

Al first she protested, but
then, in an expression of her
growing frustration, she
started to take off her shirt
The police stopped her and
told her to go into the
bathroom with & woman
officer The officer examined
her clothing but did not
conduct a body search. Nor
did she look at the contents of
Quattlebaum’s purse. | feel
they stripped me just to
bother me, " Quattiebaum
%3

dd at Gibby's over

& ebaym went to Ous'
another Arbor Hiil bar,
arrving just in time (o he
caughtup in another raid. She
recognized some of the
officers from Gibby's, [t was
there that she learned that
her 22 vear-old son, Mark
“Sharice” Johnson, had just
been arrested, picked upon a
seaied grand-jury indictment F’
for two counts of third-degree |
criminal sale of a controlled P
substance. According to

pohce, Johnson had sold Black youths are walched by police on A dany's Ovange Strest

Are blacks’ rights belng trampled
as Albany fights its drug war?

SR
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the man was a private investigator, hired
by two Albany criminal-defense lawyers to
check out reports that police were routinely
stopping black and Hispanic males getting
off buses at the Greyhound terminal

"1 was annoyed because | hadn't been
doing anything," Haley says. “'1 was just
picked out of the hunch I felt upset and
scared.”

When the police were done mth Haley,
they flushed the roach down the toilet and
toid him to get dressed. ' They didn’t give
me an apology,” be complains,

I ast Sunday night things were quiet
at the Greyhound terminal Buses
arrived from New York City, Long
Island and Glens Falls. People got off, met
friends or grabbed cabs and were on their
way. No one was stopped by the police and
questioned.

But that's not the way it was during the
last week in March, according to private
investigators hured to monitor the activities
of Albany’s undercover naromtics police
working the bus station

This very unusual situation—after all.
hmr often are private detectives hired 1o

i watch undercover police
operationy—resulted {rom the
concern of two local criminal
defense lawyers, Terrence
Kindlon and Joseph Donnelly
Both grew suspicious after
hearing from clients the same
repeated complaint, raising in
the attorneys’ minds the
poasibility that police were
using a profile consisting only
of one Calegory—race o
ethnicity -~ to atop and
question people at the
terminal

According to the detechive
agency's report, released last
week, the private detectives
did not see one black or
Hispanic male pass through
the bus terminal withouy!
being questioned when the
undercover police were in the
station, The cenacred report
~Kindlon covered over any
reference that could have
been used to identify the
undercover police officers
before releasing the
document—lists a series of
incidents hetween March 20
and 30

Throughout the week a
rotating team of investigators
was in the terminal for up to
four hours a day. They saw

cocaine in Albany on March 9
and 22

Johnson recently gained notonety when
he was arrested with boxer Mike Tyson.
The pair had been caught speeding down
Central Avenue in separate vehicles

When Quattebaum heard that her son
had been arrested she began tocry. A
friend whio was with her said the police had
delivered the news in a sarcastic tone.
“"How does everyone know my name”"’
Quattlebaum asked, still miffed by her
seeming notonety among the police. She
was told that they had been watching her,
“So | asked why, " she says, "“if you've
been watching me, then you know I'm
clean ' She says that the police officer in
charge of the raid told her he agreed.

But down at the Division [1 lockup,
“Sharkie’’ Johnson was having a rough
time. “‘In the cell, they told my son that
they had just fucked with me "
Quattiebaum says. “They told him | was a
\ " Johnaon later told hia mother that

been beaten after his arrest and that
olice officer had “'taken hold of his
baus' and squeezed them until he “cried.”

“I'm mad,"” Quattiebaum says. “I'm
afraid that they might continue bothering

me. But | don’t use drugs or deal drugs. |
drink occasionally. There is no reason for
them to bother me.”'

Quattiebaum has decided to file 2 suit
against the city of Albany, charging that
her civil nghts were violated by the strip-
search at Gibby's

Greyhound bus at the Albany
terminal and did what he always does
when he comes 0 vigit his mother. He went
to the phone, called her to come and pick
him up and stepped outside to wait. [t was
7:15 PM on March 24. He was coming
home for Easter. Snow was falling. There
was nothing to do but hang out at the
atation.
Just then, Haley was approached by two
pia;ncicthu Albany police detectives.
“They came up and mrted asking me
questions,” he recalls. * “What are you
here for? Who did you come to gee? ™
At first, Haley was surprised. What's
going on? he thought. " They didn't pull cut
any badges until they had asked a few
queations,”’ he savs. ""They didn’ tzdennfy
themseives as police officers right away.'

J ames Haley stepped off the

The two white male cops didn't seem
threatening~just "'odd.” Haley says. He
grew up in Schenectady and comes often to
visit his mother, who now lives in Albany
The 20-year-old Haley operates a forklift
and other beavy equipment for a company
near hus bome in central New Jersey,

"“They asked me, ‘Did | have anything”
Haley explains. He knew what they meant,
and be answered yes. Haley had 3 roach in
his pocket, less than one-half of 3 martjuana
cgarette. He had never been in trouble
with the law, but figured if he wanted to
avoid & tnp “downtown,” he'd better come
clean. The police patted him down, then
told hirn to bring his bag and follow them
into the terminal’s men's room.

There, Haley emptied his pockets. His
bag was thoroughly searched. **They didn't
throw anything around, but they were
locking pretty hard, " he says.

“After they looked through the bag, they
asked me to drop my pants. They just
looked down into my pants and at the floor,
They didn’t do anything,” Haley says.

While Haley had his pants down, 3 man
entered the men’s room, looked around and
left. Neither Haley nor the police knew that

the arrival of the 7:15 PM bus
from New York City on Friday, March
24. " A number of white individuals.
some of them rather shabby and
suspicious-looking, got off the bus. One
clean-cut black man got off the bus. they
paxd no attention to anyone but him ' the
report says. He was followed to 3 pay
phone, where he called his mother. it was
James Haley

According to the report, three police
officers approached and questioned Haley,
then led him into the men's room. A fermale
officer stood outside the door, but when her
attention was diverted, one of the
investigators went inside. He saw Haley
standing in the middie of the room with his
pants down around his shoes. His luggage
had been opened and spread out on the
counter, The police ordered the
investigutor to leave the room and he
backed out.

By week's end, the police were aware of
the countersurveillance. The investigators
reported to Kindlon and Donnelly that
activity of the type they obhserved during
the first week had subsided in the terminal.
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“After several days, the activity at the bus
station had dropped off to sero,”” Kindlon
says. :

But not before there was one incident
between police and the investigators. In s
second report that Kindlon showed
METROLAND on Monday, the

investigators claimed that on Mareh 30, -

two of the undercover police officers sat
dmmttom'mmﬁntormdmm
m:m:mmﬁmhdhumm:
all private investigators were -
“homosexuals.” At this point, the
investigator left the terminal followed by
three police officers. According to this new
report, the investigator was ““pursued’’ by
the police when he left the ares in his car.
“We don't want to embarrass the police
force or the city of Albany,"” Kindlon - .
He thinks that the private investigatio®
forced a stop to the practice, which he
considers a clear violation of the
Constitution's Fourth Amendment
protections against illegal search and
seizure. “But then,” says Kindlon, the
police activity “started again.” This led to
the lawyers’ decision to release the report
to the preas, and to their suggestion that
Gov. Mario M. Cuomo consider R
4 special prosecutor to investigate way
mammmthm
its war on drugs.

0 one interviewed for this story

disputed that there is a drug crisis,

or that the drug war has come to
Albany. In a multipart series that has run
this week, the Times Umson has
documented how deep the problem has
embedded itself in the Capital Region. In
Albany’s black neighborhoods, notably
Arbor Hill and the South End, a clear shift
is perceptible, especially among teenagers
and young adulta, from the casual usage
several years ago to small time dealing
today. But is the drug problem
concentrated in the black community, as
the police response seems to indicate’

Not everyone is satisfied with the way
the Albany Police Department is
conducting its war on drugs. In recent
weeks, fueled by the drug sweeps and the
bus-terminal report, there is an increasing
fear that the target is not drugs, but
Albany's young blacks. With summer
Vacation only a month away, anger and
tension are rising. In oumerous interviews,
METROLAND, like attorneys Kindlon and
Donnelly, heard repeated stories too similar
to discount, indicating that police are
engaging in generalized harassment of
young blacks that could involve significant
violations of constitutionally protected
nghts (see Heromnes and Heretics, page 7)

Most of those interviewed refused to give
thewr names or allow pictures to be taken.
some out of fear of retaliation from drug
dealers, but most from fear of police
retaliation. There are reports of police
using excessive violence, stealing money
from suspects, making racial shurs. And
there s evidence of the arbitrary use of
police power, too. One black teenage
msdemtwptupinth-md:mkcpt'm
t}nAJhuyCmntyhﬂfwnwm, simply
because an officer said she had » *“‘bad
attitude " When ahe finally appeared
before a judge, the charges against her
were dropped.

Most alarming, perhaps, are the reports
of police activity directed at children 12 and
13 years old.

It hmmmuntnawhdgedmdm
dealers are using young children as
coursers, because they cannot be
prosecuted as adults. But reports— like one

The Albany Greyhound terminal

errand for her to the corner store—raise
queations that must be answered by the
ofﬁchhinchnrgeofAlhmy‘nmm

drugs. [s police practice creating hostility -
and fear among the city's children? Are -
seeds being planted that will ripen intoa  «
crisis deeper then the one now faced? .

“We don't feel we've overstepped our '
baunds,” says Albany Police spokesman
Sg:. Robert Wolfgang. “Whatever we’ve
done, we feel that we're working within the
guidelines set by law ™

Wolfgang maintains that there were 2 _
lot of problems” with the Kindlon-Donnelly
report on police activities at the Greyhound
terminal. As for the report’s allegations, he
says, "l don’t know that they show any
wrongdoing. ' He also defends the use of
Albany police officers at the Amtrak
station in Rensselaer as an example of
cooperative relationships with other
jurisdictions. “We are not limited to the
City of Albany,”" he explains.

But many people, especially in Arbor
Hill, remain convinced that something has
fone wrong. A number of people contacted
this week told of different community
responses being planned

Merton Simpson of the Capital District
Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism
says that his group is working to compile s
list of complaints of police abuse of a racial
or discriminatory nature. According to
Simpson, the coalition wants to meet with
the police officers identified as causing
problems, as a way of increasing
community dialogue. “We are not in a
position to represent individuals who have
complaints,”” Simpson says, "“but to
document concrete evidence which would

then be presented to the Community Pofice
nahmmwmm."m
who wish to contact the coalition should

write to PO Box 3002, Pine Hills Station, ~ .

Albany, NY 12203) ~. "oy

- Lenora Graham and Lois Willie are two
women whose concern has led to action .

They have recently formed Mothers .
Amme'wuaudmnmu .o

planning for 3
next Tuesday m T:r;h.

" Institution in Albany’s South End. “We're

trying mgetthemhmm
invht’ctoiqm."Gnhmm"Nw
it'lhmha'uhcmdmmmd
people.” Graham said she was
mmammmmum
recent police drug raids. “I'm not seying all
are cause people comummmity to
lose respect for the rest of them ™
Gﬂhmhtﬁrm&utilldrum

* in Albany. "“The drugs are there,” she says.

“We're just mothers, and we're trying to
stay away from politics. The thing that

hurumc.lmtheymbhckmﬁhq'

sacrificed.” Graham says that some of
mmmudmthnnidamw
children who were just in the wrong place
at the wrong time.

Willis said the upcoming meeting wouk!
tmmthenudfw,'ohfumm,
mM.&zhtM’NﬂN“ﬂu
u.mmmmmmmy
will provide a sumuner job for any young
person who wants one. “They want jobs,
Willis says. “They don't want to be out
there selling dope."" But young people don't
see an alternative, Willis continues. *
pkmﬂn.iouiobudthybdlhdw

— alammed in their face. "~ . -
artha ian't her resl name. Bot like
80 many others, she's afraid.
Sht'uMW
the legal field and raising two children

Arbor Hill, It's her 18-year-okd 80n she
worries about the most. .

="He was stoppad once, around the

WNMhmdm

mys. Her son is presiden t of the Junior
Choir at their church. ““They didn’t bother
hum any more. But | was petrified because
you don't know what they sre going to do.”
Martha believes her son when he says he
8 not into drugs. He will graduate from
Abany H}zh School next month. He has a

not about her son being into drugs, but
about the police. “He is a heaithy young
biack man " she explaing “He wears his
hirinntumbywthehuno(dd."ﬂu
fear is that sometime this summer. ber son
will be caught up in a police sweep. Maybe
h'nmwm.mhmm
called & “nigger. Maybe he'll fight back.
Tbenuyth'n.mi.htham
ml'hthhfnrumn&ummit‘a

"Idnmwiahhewunotinduuutw
the summer,” she says. “Everyone is out o
school There is nothing to do. The Arbo
mwn&nmdmmm
mxhrmuﬁonuthermpeopkm
and are interested in. My son has said.
‘ledw'tmtmgomldmm.’
hmnhdoun’tmtwbeow.
"lt‘nd:ﬂnnocentpeapk&emthnm
getting a big portion of all this stuff ™
lednnn,"Whyarethnlﬁulhlink
people? They are not the suppliers. Some
suppliers are white. | just don't think that
Arburl{ﬂllhmldbethefnmlpdnt.w:
nhwumhmemmdm“m
Onehsttime.erﬂniukadﬂlhc
'mldlﬂuvhurulmmembetmd_
“We are not dumb, "’ ahe says. “And we
tnowthutiftheumuntwt.nwﬂlbe
M."suu-w.wwm
btmlphntad.upedn.ﬂyouharm."l
mnywhhldidn'tmindthemmof
itBut!.mnolhid.Imewm

Photograph




TEMPERS FLARED MONDAY NIGHT
at a special session of the Albany
Community- Police Relations Board held in
response to complaints about police
behavior in Albany’s drug war. Some 30
Albany residents came to the meeting at
the Crenshaw Community Center to listen
to and question Sgt. Thomas Fargione,
head of the narcotics squad. Fargione, a
17-year veteran of the police force,
appeared at the board’s request.

The meeting was an outgrowth o¥
criticiam leveled at the Albany Po, %
Department’s Narcotics Squad following
the release last month of a private
investigative report charging that black
and Hispanic males were routinely stopped
for questioning—and in some cases strip-
searched—at the Greyhound bus terminal
earlier this year. Complaints intensified last
month following a series of police raids in
Arbor Hill and the South End that resulted
in more than 80 drug arrests.

Fargione denied that police used a racial
or ethnic profile to determine whom to
stop. “We use a number of indicators,’’ he
said, but would not disclose them,
maintaining that it would endanger the
police to ““tell you trade secrets.”” Fargione
explained that his unit was targeting drug
1sers and small-time dealers now in an

ffort to dry up the market for the big
dealers who so far have been able to avoid
capture. The sergeant also told how he and
his men had undergone ‘' hundreds of
hours” of sensitivity training to help them
better relate to various different racial,
ethnic, sexual-preference and lifestyle

groups.

After generally polite questioning from
several board members, the Rev. Robert
Dixon, the board’s chairman, allowed
questions and comments from the
audience. Fargione was asked about
persistent reports that police have abused
young black males in their custody,
including taunting detainees with racial
slurs and beating them while they were
handcuffed. Lenore Graham, a founder of
Mothers Against Drugs, told Fargione of
one report she had recently heard about an
alleged incident in the Division IT lockup.
There, she said, the beating of a
handcuffed black man was suspended by
officers when Fargione entered the room
where it was taking place.

That type of activity will not be tolerated,
Fargione said. But he added that “*if that
type of activity went on, it will be dealt
with in-house.” Fargione noted that such
an incident would be a criminal act.
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to discuss it in detail until he learned from rneme/a

Green’s statement that the NYCLU was e th
comideringachu—nctionhwaﬂtmimt

:lnAIblnypoﬁoemtmdmedty

or “"conspiring to violate civil rights of

African-Americans and Hispanics."’

Accwgliutocreen.tludvil-liberdu

group will seek an injunction *“to enjoin the

police from the use of such illegal tactics in

the future.”

Fargione did say that he had been
mﬁmhmmmd pocions e
ghﬁqatﬂt(l:ﬁmedﬂtpﬁnhe
investiga .whichminithtedbymo bmrdwfthuknmymphm i
A!hnydefemuttauy., Terence police abuse and misconduct -te;:nrixn]:s
Kmdlonandjo.ephnmunym from the raid on his bar the recent
Chlrl!ddntdmin;alodaypeﬁodinhw dee-weepinamnm.Amingm
March, every black and H male who  Gibson, police raiders, led by Fargione
passed the station while the ; mmﬂnhnneeltlz-wmonuaylz
Ptm'ltt were there was l‘n"’u‘m ' t for the arrest
;mdlnd@mﬁmd. dmmwhomfmndmthabu But
lrliomwmﬂnotuythtthempm | bGib.on,thcymhndeve}y
contained deliberate falsehoods. he ”mmmhb.mmrutmm
mmhmedthtminc:denhlndbeen Were arrested on cocaine-possession
misunderstood by the private investigators charges.
and others misrepresented. [ Gibson, who called Fargione 3 * " had
portions of the report were “‘absyrd " he cmmu'mmrthem

incident several weeks

beeninvolvedinﬂieuly 12 raid. -
—Jeff Jones
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By John Caher

‘Statt writer -

‘- ALBANY — A 34-year-old Slinger-
nds man was sentenced Friday to a

istate prison term for assaulting a

police officer.

John M. Hoffman. also known as
Carl Kaufman, of 210 Font Grove Road
was sentenced by Albany County Judge
John G. Turner Jr. o 1 (o 3 years in
state prison for attacking a police
officer Jan. 28 at the Auberge Suisse
Restaurant at 1903 New Scotland
Road, Slingerlands. Under a plea
bargain arrangement, he admitted
attacking the officer and pleaded
guilty to attempted second-degree

assault, a felony, in an incident that
left the officer injured.

In other cases Friday

@ Steven Dressel, 31, of 1328 8th
Ave, Waterviiet, was sentenced (o
three years on probation for assaulting
and injuring a Watervliet police offi.
cer. Dressel pleaded guilty to third-
degree assault, a misdemeanor.

@ Patricia A. Hankins, 21, of 286
Orange St, Albany, pleaded guilty
before Judge Thomas W. Keegan to
petty larceny, a misdemeanor. She
admitted that on April 5 she stole
clothing from a store at Colonie Center
by forging a check. Sentencing was
scheduled for Aug. 17,

® Alfonso K. Clark, 25, of 449
Livingston Ave, Albany, was sen-
tenced by Turner o six months in Jail
and five years on probation for third-
degree burglary, a felony. He admitted
that on April 17 he illegally entered a
building on Central Avenue. Albany.

® Terry Drake, 21, of 271 Clinton
Ave,, Albany, was sentenced by Turner
10 a 1-to-3-year prison term for selling
cocaine. Under terms of a plea bargain
agreement, Drake had pleaded guilty
to altempled felony third-degree crim-
inal sale of a controlied substance in
an incident March 14 on Lexington
Avenue, Albany

Man sentenced for assaulting police officer

® Elnora Patton, 26, of 353 Orange
5L, Albany, was sentenced to 60 days in
the county jail and three years on
probation for fifth-degree conspiracy,
a misdemeanor. Patton admitied (o
Turner that on March 24 she agreed to
distribute cocaine and transported
another person for the purpose of
purchasing the narcotic. :

® David M. LeBron, 26, of 23 Swan
SL, Schenectady, pleaded Jumy before
Turner to two counts attempted
third-degree criminal sale of a con-
trolied substance, a felony. He admit-
ted that on Dec. 29, 1987, and Jan. §,
1988, he attempted to sell a drug
Sentencing was scheduled for Sept. 11.
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DEMONSTRATING — Picketers ;::rotesting the presence
Teletheatre on Central Avgnue in Albany Friday, as the OTB's i

of players from South Africa circle
nternational Open Tennis Tournament opening gala goes on inside.
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Times Union photo by Tom Lapoint

in front of the Off-Track Betting

Anti-apartheid protesters picket tennis playérs

By llaina Jonas
Statt writer

ALBANY - About 40 members of
the Capital District Coalition inst
Apartheid and Racism picketed out-
side the Off-Track Betting Teletheater
on Friday to protest the participation
of South African tennis players in the
OTB Open Tennis Tournament.

_ "Thi;t:partollhedlorthytbe
international community to isolate
South Africa in every venue, includi

“norts, culture and economies,” said

Merton Simpson, coalition co-chair-
man.

The group, whose members carried
placards reading "Sports and Politics
Do Mix” and “No it's not OK.” among
other slogans, circled in front of the
711 Central Ave. facility, where spon-
sors and tournament players were
attending the association's annual gala
inside.

“We're out here today, mainly pick-
eting the promoters of the tourna-
menl,” Simpson said, “the people who

are really responsible for the players
being here”

The coalition was formed in 1981 in
response to a rugby match sponsored
by the Eastern Rugby Union that
brought the South African Springboks
to Bleecker Stadium.

The match gained national attention
angd became a focal point in the heated
debate concerning sports and politics.

Though Capital OTB President Da-
vis Etkin mcr he sympathized with the
prolesters’ stand against apartheid, he

ing in the OTB Open, he said.

said picketing the tournament was “the
wrong forum.”

“It would be discrimination to say a
persen couldn’t participate because of
the country they're from,” Etkin add-
ed. “(The players) enter as individuals.
The don't represent a country.”

The OTB Open is one of 75 tranchises
within the Nabisco Tennis Association.
According to the association's rules, no
player may be excluded because of
nationality, Etkin said. -

There are five South Africans phy-_;
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MIXED TROUBLES

“OTB, YOU CAN'T HIDE/YOU

support Apartheid” was the predominant
chant of some 40 protestors gathered
outside the OTB Teletheater in Albany last
Friday evening.

For the third consecutive year, the
Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism staged a protest
against the inclusion of South African
players in the OTB Tennis Open in
Schenectady.

The protest came in response toa
continuing appeal from the majority of
South African people for other countries to
isolate the apartheid state. South African
players are not allowed by the governments
of Canada, Holland, Scandinavia and
Eastern Europe to participate in tennis
tournaments in those countries.

“I'm in sympathy with their cause,” OTB

_ oresident Davis M. Etkin said during the

semifinals on Sahyday. “But they've got
the wrong format. Players come as
individuals. They don't represent a certain
Cmt.r)‘."

Tournament organizers have stuck to
tiat argument throughout the protests, but
the coalition insists that sports and politics
do mix and that South African players’
participation lends credibility to their
government.

“They're trying,"” said Merton Simpson,
co-chairperson of the coalition, “to deny
the connection between sports and politics
that was established, really, at the 1936
Munich Olympics when Hitler did not
welcome Jesse Owens. [Tennis players are]
part of an effort by the South African
government to normalize relations with
other countries, [t's a desperate act by a
dying regime."

The coalition chose to demonstrate at the
Teletheater—rather than at the tournament
itself, as they had in years past—to
specifically target sponsors of the
tournament, The demonstrators picketed
on the sidewalk outside the entrance as
elegantly dressed sponsors, organizers and

players made theig,way inside for the
tournament's annual dinner gala.

But the change in venue appeared to do
little to sway the opinion of tournament
officials.

“Those who demonstrated had every
right to,"” said Etkin, “‘ just think it's
misled.”

'] get a little annoyed at the
inconsistency of people who protest against
South Africans,” said South African player
Michael Robertson, who maintainsa U S.
residence and will soon be a U.S. citizen.
“It seems that it's sort of in vogue to pick
on South Africa. But there are [players
from) other countries with human-rights
situations that are much worse, Waw don't
they protest against them?

“Don’t get me wrong," he continued.
“I"m not condoning it. What happens in
South Africa is wrong. It's just that you
don't have people protesting players {rom
other countries where the human rights
situation is just as bad.”

Simpson, informed of Robertson's
comments, said, "“There probably is no
place worse than South Africa in terms of
the laws of a government literally making
the majority of the population noncitizens.

One of the coalition's main points during
the protest was that white South African
tennis players are seen as representatives

LL

Merton Simpson
meels the press af the
.. OTB Open prolest.

of the country while blacks are given
almost no chance to play.

1 personally know people in the South
African tennis union who are trying to help
black players,”” said Robertson. *'The thing
is, they can't do too much without getting
in trouble with the law, The union tries to
support black tennis but a lot of times their
hands are tied."”

“I'm not necessanly aware of any
specific efforts by the tennis union,” said
Simpson, ' But any token effort would be
just that." v

Simpson said he felt the coalition had
accomplished its goal of putting pressure
on tournament sponsors. The protest, he
said, was not designed to be a boycott of
the tournament; in fact, at least one
member of the coalition attended the
tournament the afternoon after the protest,

“We'd like to reach a point where we can
call for [a boycott],” Simpson said. *“But
we're not at that point yet.

“Qur specific focus was to deal witha
root understanding. [ The inclusion of South
African players] is an insuit to the
international community. The international
boycott is something to be taken seriously.
And it's too bad that OTB organizers don't

take it seriously.”
~—Mike Goudreau

THURSDAY, JULY 27

Lecture: Controlling the Technology of
" Medicine: A Dilemma for Patients and
‘lealth Care Providers, College Center

Auditarium, Uinion D ollege, Sehenect Ty

AGENDA

University, +f the South in Sewanee, Tenn.
Continues Eaturday at 10 AM and 8:30 PM,
and Sunday at 10 AM. Open to the public, but
those planning to attend are asked to call in
advance to reserve g space 717 8407,

Forums, lectures, meelings, rallies and other political events.

UESDAY, AUG. 1
«ecture: Sanitizing Social Spaceas:
Public Health and Private Bodies,

Ce + e Center Auditorium, Union Co lege,
Schinactady 790 DET T s

BACHTO
THE FUTURE

THE MEETING WASOVER IN SIX
minutes. Sitting in special session at School
24 Monday afternoon, the Albany School
Board selected a new superintandent to
lead the troubled district.

After conducting an extensive
nationwide search, receiving 77
applications, paying at least $8,000 in
consulting fees to a New Paitz firm and
personally interviewing five or six
candidates, the board found that the most
qualified candidate was here all along: John
M. Bach, the district’s former deputy
superintendent and acting superintendent
since June 30,

Bach, 59, who was Albany High School's
principal for 18 years, more recently served
as deputy to David Brown, the
superintendent who retired at the end of
June. With family and friends in the
audience anticipating the announcement,
Bach waited as Robert Callahan, chairman
of the school board's search committee,
nominated him for the $85,000-a-year post.

“"We have exceptionally qualified people
in this district,” said Callahan as he
defended the board’s history of selecting its
superintendent from within the school
system. Callahan cited Bacl's
“administrative abilities, his knowledge of
the district . . . and his ability to work with
the board," as among the reasons he was
selected over other candidates.

According to reports, other finalists
included Bruce Crowder, the state N
Education Department’s assistant :
commissioner for quality assurance,
Reginald Mayo, an associate
superintendent in charge of instruction for
the Baltimore City School District, and
James Clarke, superintendent of the
Poughkeepsie School District.

School-board candidate Leon Van Dyke
called the appointment "outrageous,” and
an example of "promoting failure.” Under
Bach'’s tenure at Albany High School, Van
Dyke maintained, the student body had
averaged poorly compared to other high
schools in the state.

Paul Murray, one of three candidates
running for election to the school board this
fall as part of the reform slate endorsed by
Albany Citizens for Responsible Education
{CARE), called the selection process
“seriously flawed."” He objected to the
board's refusal to include parents, teachers
and other concerned citizens on the search
committee, They chose ““to conduct their
deliberations behind closed doors,"” Murray
said

B o




The "Albany" Plan: Effective Law Enforcement or
Public Relations Boondoggle? il

One year after Mayor Whalen announced, with much fanfare, the
"Albany"™ Plan we must ask what has been accomplished.
Has drug traffic been stopped (or even slowed) in Albany?
No. ”
Have any major drug dealers been convicted for transporting large
quantities of drugs into Albany?
No.

Has there been any significant expansion of treatment facilities
and opportunities in Albany?

. No.
Has the Albany Police used a "profile®™ of young African-American
males as the basis of stopping and searching citizens?
Yes.
Have the Albany Police swept up innocent citizens in drug raids

Yes.
Have citizens been strip-searched without any legal basis by the
Albany Police?
Yes.3
Have the Albany Police adopted a policy of making "minor
intrusions into what would otherwise be considered conatitutionally
Protected rights" as Proposed by an Albany County Assistant District
Attorney?4

The information and evidence available suggests, that the

answer is “yes",

What can we do about this situation?

The Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism

proposes:

l. Medical treathment and substance-abuse treatment
should be available to anyone who requests {¢t.

(Perhaps some of Albany's approx. $30 million surplus
can be used to accomplish this goal.)

2. An independent civilian review board should be
established immediately to hear complaints of police
misconduct.

3. The Mayor, the Police Department and the District
Attorney's Office should immediately condemn the use of
racial or ethnic "profiles™ in police actions and
investigations.

4. The community should be permitted significant involvement
in the development and implementation of a real plan to
combat drugs.

-ﬂmmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ P . N — —— —r

station. ' f
Based on statements made by witnesses to arresta.
3Metroland, 5/25/89. P8 4

ARsa’t. D.A. James Banagan, a quoted in the 5/15/89 §ghcngs£adz
Gazette.
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Another view

To the Editor: -

Your recent editorial “Nursing home
drain” was right on target concerning the
spend-down process — that is, rules that
require persons to exhaust their personal
assets in order to qualify for Medicaid
support to pay for long-term care.

All of us who are committed to meeting
the needs of New York's elderly share
Governor Cuomo's and your newspaper's
concern that the elderly not be “reduced to
poverty” by the spend-down requirements of
Medicaid.

Revision of those guidelines to allow the
spouse living at home to retain a higher level
of assets is certainly an appropriate step to
take. The state should find the resources to
bring this to pass.

However, your editorial seriously misses

the mark when it stites that there is a
danger that this change in the Medicaid
eligibility requirements “will result in a
wholesale ‘warehousing’ of people in nursing
homes — even if their condition would allow
them to live at home.”

Given the state’s strict certificate-of-need
process, along with a severe personnel
shortage being faced by the long-term-care
industry (and not just hospitals), there is
little danger of inappropriate placement in
nursing homes.

Yet another safeguard which exists to
make sure that families simply do not
“condemn” their elderly relatives to nursing
homes is the scrcening process involved in
nursing home placement. Called a “patient
review instrument,” or PRI, the screening

form assesses the patient's physical and .

mental abilities. This PRI leads to a

~ reimbursement category for Medicaid pay-

ment (called RUGs — for resource ytiliza-
tion groups). The higher the RUG category,

the more care the patient requires, and
hence, the higher the reimbursement level
the facility receives from Medicaid.

The average occupancy rate for nursing
homes in New York state is well over 95
percent. In many areas of the state, people
await nursing home placement for several
months. We have been advised of some cases
where patients waited for a bed to open for
more than a year. It is simply not possible,
given the state's strict regulations, that

people who do not need what your editorial

calls “the constant vigilance and care that
only a nursing home can provide” will be
“warehoused in nursing homes.”

In fact, the opposite condition prevails,
and given the changing demographics within
the state's ation, facilities cannot
expand quickly enough to meet the ever-
increasing demand for nursing home beds,

The state Department of Health keeps
nrychnhhmtbenurﬂnghmladﬂry.
New York state is the most highly regulated
state in the Union when it comes to n
home care. The Department of Hea
properly makes finding community alterna-

Hewal anea o town nrinrity for

. ment to the community.
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Letters to the Editor |
The Times Union
Box 15000
Albany, N.Y. 12212 |

Brief letters will be edited least,
aithough all letters are subject to
editing for taste and accuracy.
Include daytime phone number.
Only letters written specifically to
The Times Union will be used —
and only if the writer's name can
also be published.

Investigator needed

To the Editor: Times Um-‘"‘ 622"

We all want a drug-free society and are
deeply concerned about the proliferation of
drugs in the city of Albany and the Capital
District.

More, we all realize the difficulty of being
a police officer in these times of automatic
weapons. However, I am distressed over the
accusations of police misconduct (racial
slurs, excessive use of force, beatings) raised
in the recent sweep of Arbor Hill and the
South End and the purported selective
arrests and harassment in the Greyhound

‘bus terminal. |
© Although more than a month has passed,

there is still widespread distrust and animos-
ity directed toward the city police depart-
ment in our community. No one wants a
“long hot summer” where feelings are
exacerbated and polarized. The individyals
who seem in my own opinion to be in the
most stressful sitvations are our minority

. police officers (they must live predominately

in two worlds).

In order to bring this situation to rest we
must have assurances that there are no
cover-ups or clandestine agreements. There-
fore, 1 support attorneys Terrence Kindlon
and Joseph Donnelly and call for Mario
Cuomo to appoint an investigator to review
these allegations and present a final docu-

-

In addition, 1 support Alderman Brace’s

call for the Common Council's Police

Comimittee to investigate the charges. I am
not making accusations. I am only stating
that there is widespread concern and that it:
needs to be addressed. The situation must not
be allowed to fester but must be addressed
quickly and impartially, %

JAMES H. BOULDI
Albany

Editor’s note: The writer Is an Albany

"' County legislator representing the 3rd Dis-
ﬁ'k.‘f._ FUICO 5, F 3 Lidr et T

. ¥
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Protecting environment

To the Editor:

Ward Stone, a wildlife pathologist at the
Department of Fnvironmenial Conservation
(DEC), has been making a good deal of news
lately. Public outcry followed certain actions
by Gov. Cuomo and DEC Commissioner

" Thomas Jorling regarding Mr. Stone's role

and responsibilities at the department. In the
past couple of days the commissioner has
made some new announcements regarding
the Stone matter and thereby hopefully put
an end to the immediate controversy. Before
the Ward Stone story slips into the past,
however, we should reflect on its implica-
tions with respect to the enormous environ-
mental crisis that confronts this state, the
nation, and indeed the entire world.

First, we should recognize that without
sufficient resources DEC cannot begin to
fulfill its environmental protection responsi-
bilities. The immediate battle over Ward
Stone began with the governor's veto of an

v appropriation by the Legislature for the

wildlife pathology unit Stone heads. Whatev-
er the arguments for and against that
decision, DEC badly needs significantly
more personnel and financial resources than
it currently has if it is going to be even
modestly successful in combating the envi-
ronmental problems we face.

Second, we should recognize that confront-
ing serious environmental problems in Nev
York state requires a strong DEC and tha.
the department cannot be strong without a
powerful and effective commissioner. To
some extent the Ward Stone controversy has
raised the question of whether the commis-
sioner really controls the DEC bureaucracy.
I would urge people to understand that if the
commissioner does not have broad and
flexible authority to direct that bureaucracy
and to set its priorities, whoever holds that
office will not be able to muster the
resources and power necessary to deal
successfully with the enormous environmen-
tal problems facing us.

Third, we should recognize that people
need to be bluntly and repeatedly reminded
that human activities are inflicting enor-
mous havoc on the natural world, that our
actions are generating a series of interlock-
ing, multi-faceted environmental dangers
and not just a series of random and
unconnected problems, and that solutions to
the environmental crisis will not come easily
or cheaply. Throughout a notable career,

» Ward Stone has provided a clean, often loud,
- and sometimes strident voice about the

seriousness and complexities of the environ-
mental damage we are causing

' RICHARD 8. BOOTH
Associate Professor
Cornell Universit;

! Ithaca «»

‘The color purple




Capital District Coalition
A gainst Apartheid

and Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Stanon July 1989
Albany, NY 12203
A Project of the Social Justice Center

*NEXT REGULAR COALITION MEETING:
JULY 27, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. (Thursday) at the Albany Urban League, corner of Livingston

and Ten Broeck Streets, Albany, New York

This will be an important planning meeting for two important campaigns in which the
Coalition is currently involved. We need your involvement to be successful.

GETINV
POLICE AND RACIST VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN OLyg
The Police and Racist Violence Committee of the Coalition has been working to J

make the city of Albany and the Albany Police Department accountable to the
community for actions taken in recent drug arrests. There are many questions
about how these arrests have taken place and concerns about how the city 15§
combating drug problems in Albany. The Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism

is proposing the following:
1. Medical treatment and substance abuse treatment should be available to

anyone who requests 1t.

2. An independent civilian review board should be established immediately to
hear complaints of police misconduct.

3. The Mayor, the Police Department and District Attorney's office should
immediately condemn the use of racial or ethnic "profiles" in police
actions and investigations.

4, The community should be permitted significant involvement in the development
and implementation of a real plan to combat drugs.

We need your input at the July meeting to discuss strategies for implementation

of these Coalition proposals - GET INVOLVED!
For more information about the Police and Racist Violence Committee, call

M ' 457-5183.
erton Simpson at 457-5183 GET INVOLVED

DOLLARS FOR DEMOCRACY IN NAMIBIA CAMPAIGN
This very critical campaign 1s part of an international effort to guarantee

that there will be free and fair elections this November in Africa's last
colony, Namibia. South Africa, Namibia's illegal occupier, continues to sabo-
tage attempts for free apd fair elections which SWAPO (the South West Africa
People's Organization) would unquestionably win if the will of the Namibian
people is allowed to prevail. The Dollars for Democracy campaign, a project
of the North Fast Southern Africa Solidarity Network, of which the Coalition
is a member, has the full support of SWAPO which has asked the international
community for help.

GET INVOLVED! Real independence for Namibia will bring freedom and an end

to apartheid there and also will bring freedom for all the people of Southern
Africa a step closer. At the July meeting we will discuss the progress of the
campaign and present an update of events in Namibia.

For more informationabout the Dollars for Democracy Campaign, call

Celia-Bess Cotton (Religious Organizing Committee) 436-9234

Mabel Leon (Labor Organizing Committee) 372-153l

Fredua Ofori-Atta (Student Organizing Committee) 436-0562

Everett Joseph (Media Committee) 436-9695

Get Involved! The struggle cannot take a summer vacation
Come to the July Coalition meeting




Feminist Action Network (FAN) presents...

GUATEMALA

A presentation on a pre- and post-
revolutionary society with a focus
on race, gender, and class issues.

Date: Tuesday, July 25, 1989

Presenters: Judith McDaniel
Vickie Smith

Place: Crenshaw Community Center
7-Morton Avenue
Time: 6:30 pm

:rlides
& photos

CO-SPONSORS: Feminist Action Network, Albany Sanctuary
Committee, and the Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism

a project of the
Soclal Justice Center over




ANIVERSARIO DE LA
REVOLUCION ‘ﬂ
— NICARAGUA i NICARAG UA

y
CUBA

SI !

N3N
CELEBRATION !

A cultural presentation to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Cuban
revolution & the 10th anniversary of the Nicaraguan revolution. Slides
photos and lots of music - caribbean, salsa, afro-cuban, jazz !! Food &
beverages will be served. A donation-of $5.00 is suggested - more if
possible, less if not. Join us in learning about and celebrating the
anniversaries of these post-revolutionary societies.

#

DATE: Friday, July 28, 1989
PLACE: First Presbyterian Church
362 Staté Street
(corner of State & Willett)
TIME: 7:30 PM

SUGGESTED DONATION: $5.00

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 463-0777 OR 272-0501

CO-SPONSORS: Central American Solidarity Alliance, Companera Project,
United States/Puerto Rico Solidarity Network, and the Coalition Against
Apartheid & Racism/20th contingent of the Brigada Venceremos

a project of the Soctal Justice Center over
labor donated
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DELANGE'’S
WINDING ROAD

TODAY, JOHNNY DELANGE IS ONE
of only a handful of white South African
lawyers willing to defend those accused of
terrorist acts against that country’s
apartheid government. Even more unusual
is his background: DelLange, 31, is an
Afrikaner. Afrikaners are descendants of
the early Dutch settlers and are the
backbone of the segregation system. He
grew up in a poor, working-class family in
South Africa’s Natal Province. Until he was
6, many of Del.ange’s playmates were
young Zulus. But then the rigid apartheid
system took over. “'You live separate lives
that never touch—never,"” Delange said
during a visit to Albany last week.

Speaking to a group of about 40 at a Pine
Hills meeting last Wednesday, his message
was that the anti-apartheid movement's
divestment campaign, along with
international economic sanctions, is
working. “It's the South African
government that says that divestment and
economic sanctions are hurting blacks,"”
DeL.ange said. But ‘even if sanctions may
hurt us, apartheid kills us,”" he responded,
repeating a currently popular anti-South
African government slogan.

More than 100 U.S. companies have
divested their holdings in South Africa: 13
have pulled out completely. With the price
of gold currently in decline, the South
African army forced to retreat following a
historic defeat by allied Angolan and Cuban
troops, and the difficulty in obtaining new
weapons— particularly advanced fighter
aircraft--the government of President
P.W. Botha has been looking for ways to
improve South Africa’s world image. One
result was the meeting two weeks ago
between Botha and jailed African National
Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela.

"“Botha is using Mandela to get world
pressure off the government,”’ DeLange

DeLange with Albany attorney Anita 1 Rayer.
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said. Botha would like to exchange
Mandela’s release— he has been jailed for
more than a quarter-century—for an
increase in foreign aid. But the move
presents a dilemma for the government.
“Releasing Mandela would mean
unbanning the ANC,” DeLange said.
explaining that there would be no way to
prevent Mandela from speaking or to
restrain the crowds that would come to
hear him,

Delange graduated from high school in
1976, the year more than 600 blacks were
killed in Soweto, a group of segregated
black townships outside Johannesburg.
The uprising refocused world attention on
the apartheid system. It passed me right
by; I had no political context to understand
it," he said. But those days of unawareness
are gone. Currently Delange is one of four
lawyers representing 14 people accused of
terrorist activities connected with the

military wing of the ANC,

The trial, taking place in Cape Town
Supreme Court, has been dubbed the
""Rainbow T'rial”” because it inchudes black,
white and mixed-race defendants. DeLange
took advantage of a recess in the trial to
speak in the United States at the invitation
of the National Lawyers Guild. The local
N&I;EG chapter sponsored his one-day visit

The turning point in DeLange’s life came
while he was a lieutenant in the South
African army. Military conscription is
mandatory for all white males in the
country. While serving in northern Namibia
and southern Angola, DeLange saw combat
with troops assigned t6 block the return of
fighters affiliated with the South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWA PO)—
Namibian freedom fighters—who were
attempting to re-enter their country from
guerrilla bases in neighboring Angola. '
saw the wastage and what they were doing
to the Namibian people,”” DeLange said of
the military’s occupation policies. He saw
the Namibians’ huts and crops burned, and
on one occasion witnessed the wholesale
slaughter of one man's herd of hundreds of
cattle, ‘

“We were told to kill any cattle we
encountered,” he said. The South African
troops had been led to believe that all the
cattle in the area had an infectious lung
disease and should be destroyed. One day
he heard shooting and went to investigate.
He observed an elderly man and his family
begging a South African military officer to
spare their cattle. “Obviously they had
worked all their lives [to build up the
herd],"” DeLange said. *'I realized it had
nothing to do with lung disease.” The
military's plan was to create a wasteland,
where there would be no people, no crops
and no food to support SWA PO,

After he left the army, DeLange entered
Cape Town University, where he studied
law, graduating with a degree to practice
law in 1985. At the university, he
independently decided to study the set of

laws that were in effect for South African
blacks. Under apartheid, there are different
laws for different races.

Young white lawyers are not taught the
black laws, and there is no economic
incentive to defend blacks. But DeLange
decided to dedicate his life to defending
blacks and working for the defeat of the
apartheid system. “[ tried to change my
life, in terms of racist and sexist values.”” he
said.

In April 1988, DeLange was elected to
the executive committee of the Cape
Democrats, an anti-apartheid group
affiliated with the United Democratic
Front. The next month he became an
officer of the National Association of
Democratic Lawyers, a group formed in
1987 following an escalation in government
repression.

“The South African government is as
weak as it has ever been,” Delange said.
"It is badly managed and run. Its only
function is to uphold apartheid.” Delange
believes that the next three years are the
most important in terms of sanctions and
divestment. “Foreign aid goes to pay for
the army and the police,” he explained. By
pressuring the U.S. government to increase
economic sanctions, the anti-apartheid
movement here can help save lives in South
Africa.

Following two decades that have seen the
end of white minerity-ruled governments in
Africa's southern cone, South Africa is the
last one remaining. ““They have no place to
80,” DeLange said. “They realize they are
next."

-~Jeff Jones
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HISTORY

NAMIBIA

Violent and repressive colonization of Namibia, a
country of 1.5 million on the southwest Atlantic coast of
Africa, began in | 884 under German rule. With the defeat
of Germany in 1915, South Africa became the colonizer
of Namibia and has maintained brutal rule over the

Namibia people ever since,

DECADES OF SOUTH AFRICAN
OCCUPATION

A mandate, issued initially by the League of Nations and
then by the United Nations (UN), assigned
responsibility for Namibia to apartheid South Africa,
South Africa has perpetrated a seven-decade reign of
tlerror and occupation on the Namibia people, turning
Namibia into a huge military garrison with upwards of
100,000 South African troops. Thousands of Namibians
have been murdered and kidnapped, including more than
600 people massacred at Kassinga in 1978, South Africa
has made billions of dollars of profit from the massive
plunder of Namibia's mineral wealth and fisheries.

SWAPO OF NAMIBIA

The South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO),
founded in 1960, has been leading the struggie for
Namibia's independence and is recognized by the
Namibian people and the international community as the
authentic representative of Namibia. In 1962, in
response to intensifying South African oppression,
SWAPO formed its military wing, the People's
Liberation Army of Namibia (FLAN).

INDEPENDENCE PLAN:
UN RESOLUTION 435
In 1978 the UN Plan for Namibian Independence was
adopied and embodied in UN Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 435, UNSCR 435 calls for:

« South Africa w cease its illegal occupation

* acease-fire

* the repatriation of refugees

» the repeal of apartheid laws

« the election of a government of the Namibian

people's choosing.

Until the elections on November 1, 1989 South Africa
will continue to administer the temritory and will have
undo influence over the election laws, voter eligibility,
procedure for voter registration, and the 'security’ of the
country. This is like having the fox guard the chicken
coop.

IMPLEMENTATION OF UNSCR 435
Implementation of UNSCR 435 was officially set as
April 1, 1989. It was an ominous beginning: on thai
day South African forces massacred returning SWAPO
personnel and Namibian civilians. Since then, with the
presence of forty-five hundred UN Transitional
Assistance Group (UNTAG) forces, the situation has
somewhat improved. South Africa has agreed 1o pull out
its troops by mid-July so that only fifteen hundred
troops will officially remain. In reality, however, there
are large numbers of military personnel disguised as
police so that the number of South African forces is
actually much higher. SWAPO's PLAN personnel, on the
other hand, are not allowed inside the country until the
elections.

ZAMBIA
Lusaka ®

Pretoria
3

SWAZILAND
LESOTHO

SOUTH
AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICAN SABOTAGE
South Africa's perpetual bad faith has been exemplified
in many ways by:
« the Apnl 1st massacres of Namibians
* issuing Namibian identity cards to thousands of
UNITA forces (contm forces South Afnca supports in
Angola) 10 enable them 1o register 1o vote in Namibia
« the incompleie repeal of apartheid laws
* the use of Koevoet forces (Namibian secret police)
10 continue the harassment and intimidation of the
Namibian people, especially in the north.
These actions are attempts 1o intimidate SWAPO
supporters and 0 put collaborators in place who will
continue apartheid and swengthen the base for the future
destabilization of Namibia.

DOLLARS FOR DEMOCRACY
IN NAMIBIA CAMPAIGN

The people of Namibia are fighting against
tremendous odds to achieve free and fair
elections.

One dollar from you, your family, friends, neighbors,
your church, school, trade union, or community
organization can help make a difference.

To prepare for the November 1 elections SWAPO
must conduct a massive voter education campaign 10
educate the people about the registration and election
process. Resources are needed to travel

this huge country to distribute the election
information 10 the dispersed Namibian population,

YOUR DOLLARS WILL

* enable the printing and distribution of |
voter education materials throughout
the country

» purchase a public address system,
audio visual equipment, transportation
vehicles,

Since its formation SWAPO has cared for tens of
thousands of refugees. Disabled war vicims, women,
children and older people will be returning to Namibia
in the coming months. Their resettiement will
require massive rehabilitation programs.

YOUR DOLLARS WILL PROVIDE l

« medical supplies and food

« rehabilitation facilities

* housing and resettiement facilities
* child care and counseling

EVERY DOLLAR, LIKE EVERY
VOTE, COUNTS! SUPPORT FREE
AND FAIR ELECTIONS IN
NAMIBIA!

WHEN SWAPO WINS. . .
WE ALL WIN!




WALTER, THAYER, LONG & MISHLER, P.C.
LAW OFFICES
ONE COLUMBIA PLACE
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207
(518) 462-6753
¥ August 2, 1989
.
ANITA THAYER
To: Vicki Erenstein LANNY E. WALTER
Bill Goodman MARY JO LONG
MARK 8. MISHLER
Re : 7/12/89 visit to Albany, N.Y. of
Johnny DelLange, NADEL
From: Anita Thayer

Capital District NLG/Southern Africa Committee

Enclosed: 2 press clippings

Johnny DelLange's 21 hr. visit to Albany on 7/13 - 7/14/89
was successful in obtaining media attention, educating NLG

Johnny's schedule was as follows:

7/12/89 mid-day arrived in Albany by Amtrak train

afternoon (1) lengthy telephone interview with
WAMC Radio, the local P.B.S,
affiliate.

(2) Interview with Schenectady Gazette
reporter, a daily newspaper with
circulation in both Albany and
Schenectady; the second daily in
importance in this area (clipping
enclosed).

(3) Interview with Metroland reporter,
local alternative news and enter-
tainment weekly (clipping enclosed).

(4) 3 min. live interview on largest
adult A.M, Radio station at 4:50

P-M. as the "Newsmaker of the Day"

Both radio interviews focused on the death penalty issue and
tied into N.Y.S. campaign against the death penalty (Johnny's
visit followed Gov. Cuomo's annual veto of death pPenalty bill).

T.V. coverage and/or interviews were solicited but without
success,

evening (1) Johnny ate dinner with 3 Guilad
Officers, Co-Chair of local anti-

apartheid Coalition and a South
African Student active in anti-
apartheid work.

ULSTER COUNTY OFFICE: 1237 VAN VLIERDEN ROAD SAUGERTIES, NEW YORK 12477 e (914) 246-1959
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Vicki Ernstein & Bill Goodman
August 2, 1989
Page 2

(2) A reception and discussion was
attended by about 50 People including
many Guild members not familiar
with Southern African issues,
and local anti-apartheid activists.
Nearly everyone stayed until
end of Johnny's presentation.
Questions were broad and far-
reaching and uniformly answered
in a helpful, serious manner,

Areas which were discussed that

I recall included (1) the impor-
tance of the divestment campaign
over the next 2 or 3 years which
is when many of South Africa's
debts again become due; (2) the
sports boycott (Johnny's visit
preceded by 5 days of planned
tennis protest in Albany); (3) the
manner in which discussions about
the future of South Africa take
place illustrating the meaning and
practice of non-racialism in the
movement and as a program for the
future: (4) the legal system and a
specific trials in which Johnny is
one of the defense attorneys (ie. an
Advocate).

7/13/89 Departure for Boston.
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“We were on a mission in Angola _ _ burn.
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Warns of Bloody Military Solution

apartheid group formed in the wake of the
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that “if we found an cattle, we were to kill
them. That they some kind of lung dis-
ease ”

None of cattle he saw appeared sick to
Ll!lfl One day he came upon a large
area filled with dozens of cattle surrounded
by soldiers. “Mrwumoldmm
ing the troops, ‘Please don't kill m
caitle Hemdhewumheﬂo -
bia and would remain &

But South African soldiers pushed the old
man away and shot all the cows. *That was
all he lived and worked for." said X
“There was no | . ... We were
making sure that if [guerrilia hmlm
by.yvenwouldlnmhadhrm.

When DeLange finished his two-year miti-
lm? service, which is mandatory for all
white South Africans. he went back Lo school
to linish his law de ~ and educate him-
self about the polities of apartheid. Al the
University of Cape Town, he read much as
he could about the laws that affect blacks.
“Most lawyers didn't learn those because
they couldn’t be used to make any money,”
he said. Many books that anal the im-
pact of those laws were ba bw l::‘-
frnment, which made learning about :
even more difficult.
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After becoming an advocate, the South
African term for a defense lawyer, in 1988,
he bef:n Laking cases. Under South African
law, the most junior advocates are assigned
the mast serious cases, such as murder, rob-
bery and assault Advocates at that time
were paid 75 rand [about $25) a day to de-
fend someone; the salary has since risen to
about 300 rand.

Three years ago, DeLange taking
“political trials” of mhwmlrylu
Lo overthrow the government. Many defen-
dants were accused of working with the
African National Congress, a mavement de
dicated to abolishing the system of apart-
heid and replacing it with a one-man,
one-vole dnmwntz.‘.':‘m]b:t that time
my civil praclice said
w?l'h a crgoted smile. i Mg

DelLange is involved in the so-called
“Rainbow Trial” of 14 people accused of a
rorism 1o runaing Hilgal e ety
ror
the defendants are black and four are “col-
ored,” the South African government's term
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DELANGE’S
WINDING ROAD

TODAY. JOHNNY DELANGE IS ONE
of only a handful of white South African
lawyers willing to defend those accused of
terrorist acts against that country’s
apartheid government. Even more unusual
is his background: DeLange, 31, isan
Afrikaner. Afrikaners are descendants of
the early Dutch settlers and are the
backbone of the segregation system. He
grew up in a poor, working-class family in
South Africa’s Natal Province. Until he was
6. many of Del.ange's playmates were
young Zulus. But then the rigid apartheid
system took over. ‘'You live separate lives
that never touch—never,"' DeLange said
during a visit to Albany last week.

Speaking to a group of about 40 at a Pine
Hills meeting last Wednesday, his message
was that the anti-apartheid movement’s
divestment campaign, along with
international economic sanctions, is
working. “‘It’s the South African
government that says that divestment and
economic sanctions are hurting blacks,”
DeLange said. But “even if sanctions may
hurt us, apartheid kills us,”" he responded,
repeating a currently popular anti-South
African government slogan.

More than 100 U.S. companies have
divested their holdings in South Africa; 13
have pulled out completely. With the price
of gold currently in decline, the South
African army forced to retreat following a
historic defeat by allied Angolan and Cuban
troops, and the difficulty in obtaining new
weapons—parti advanced fighter
aircraft—the government of President
P.W. Botha has been looking for ways to
improve South Africa’s world image. One
result was the meeting two weeks ago
between Botha and jailed African National
Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela.

“Botha is using Mandela to get world
pressure _ -he government,” Delange

DelLange with Albany attorney Anila ‘| haver.

said. Botha would like to exchange
Mandela's release— he has been jailed for
more than a quarter-century—for an
increase in foreign aid. But the move
presents a dilemma for the government.
“Releasing Mandela would mean
unbanning the ANC,"” DeLange said,
explaining that there would be no way to
prevent Mandela from speaking or to
restrain the crowds that would come to
hear him,

Delange graduated from high school in
1976, the year more than 600 blacks were
killed in Soweto, a group of segregated
black townships outside Johannesburg.
The uprising refocused world attention on
the apartheid system. “‘It passed me right
by: | had no political context to understand
it.” he said. But those days of unawareness
are gone. Currently DeLange is one of four
lawyers representing 14 people accused ~*
terrorist activities connected with the

MICHAEL ACKERMAN
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military wing of the ANC.

The trial, taking place in Cape Town
Supreme Court, has been dubbed the
“Rainbow Trial"’ because it includes black,
white and mixed-race defendants. Delange
took advantage of a recess in the trial to

in the United States at the invitation
of the National Lawyers Guild. The local
::LG chapter sponsored his one-day visit
re.

The turning point in DeLange’s life came
while he was a lieutenant in the South
African army. Military conscription is
mandatory for all white males in the
country. While serving in northern Namibia
and southern Angola, DelLange saw combat
with troops assigned to block the return of
fighters affiliated with the South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO)—
Namibian freedom fighters—who were
attempting to re-enter their country from
guerrilla bases in neighboring Angola. *‘
saw the wastage and what they were doing
to the Namibian people,”’ Delange said of
the military’s occupation policies, He saw
the Namibians’ huts and crops burned, and
on one occasion witnessed the wholesale
slaughter of one man’s herd of hundreds of
cattle. |

“We were told to kill any cattle we
encountered,” he said. The South African-
troops had been led to believe that all the
cattle in the area had an infectious lung
disease and should be destroyed. One day
he heard shooting and went to investigate.
He observed an elderly man and his family
begging a South African military officer to
spare their cattle. “‘Obviously they had
worked all their lives [to build up the
herd),” DeLange said. '] realized it had
nothing to do with lung disease."” The
military’s plan was to create a wasteland,
where there would be no people, no crops
and no food to support SWAPO.

After he left the army, DelLange entered
Cape Town University, where he studied
law, graduating with a degree to practice
law in 1985. At the university, he
independently decided to study the set of

l

laws that were in effect for South African
blacks. Under apartheid, there are differen
laws for different races.

Young white lawyers are not taught the
black laws, and there is no economic
incentive to defend blacks. But DeLange
decided to dedicate his life to defending
blacks and working for the defeat of the
apartheid system. *'] tried to change my
life, in terms of racist and sexist values,” h
said.

In April 1988, DeLange was elected to
the executive committee of the Cape
Democrats, an anti-apartheid group
affiliated with the United Democratic
Front. The next month he became an
officer of the National Association of
Democratic Lawyers, a group formed in
1987 following an escalation in governmen
repression,

“The South African government is as
weak as it has ever been,"’ DeLange said.
“It is badly managed and run. Its only
function is to uphold apartheid.”” Delange
believes that the next three years are the
most important in terms of sanctions and
divestment. *‘Foreign aid goes to pay for
the army and the police,” he explained. By
pressuring the U.S. government to increas:
economic sanctions, the anti-apartheid
movement here can help save lives in Sout!
Africa.

Following two decades that have seen the
end of white minority-ruled governments ir
Africa’s southern cone, South Africa is the
last one remaining. '‘They have no place to
go,” DeLange said. “‘They realize they are
mt’ """

—Jeff Jone
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FROM: Anita Thayer
Capital District National Lawyers Guild
RE: July 13, 1989 Visit of Johnny De lange
to Albany, New York
DATE: August 2, 1989
Expenses:
£1) Postage for special mailing provided by Albany NLG and
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism
(2) Refreshments $ 25.00
(3) Travel paid to Johnny
One-way Amtrack ticket $ 46.00
(NY to Albany)
ticket to Boston __50.00
Total $§121.00
Income:
(1) Collection at Reception $127.00
(2) Donation from local NLG __94.00
$221.00
Net monies forwarded to NLG
Southern African Committee $100.00
/4
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Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid

and Racism
Bex 3002 - Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 13303

Report on "Dollars for Democracy 1in Namibia" campaign
submitted to NESAN - 11/18/89

March 31, 1989 - Public Forum ANC/SWAPO
At this forum tear offs were distributed to audience asking people

Throughout the Summer, 1989
e general Dollars committee met every 2-3 weeks. Subcommittees
met in between times. Subcommittee reports were given at the
general Dollars meeting. Committee coordinators and Coalition
Co-chair consulted regularly.,

AUgUSt 25th Committee established
ommittee establise to organize for major fundraiser "Party with a

Purpose - Do the Right Thing." Arproximately $2,300.00 raised.
Article was done 1in a4 reglional glossy magazine - Capital.

Religious Action Committee -
Eetters and Dollars brochures sent to selected clergy and rabbis

asking for meetings and time for video showing "Voices from Exile -
Hidden Tears.™

Individual dlscussions took Place with selected "active" clergy
and religious leaders regarding Strategy. Outreach was done in a
broad way. Presentations were made at Emmanuel Baptist Adult Educa-~
tion Class, Council of Churches Social Justice Committee, Interdenom-
ilnational Ministers Conference. Future presentations have been
Secured at two other churches., A proposal has been made to the Inter-
denominational Ministers Conference that a Joint clergy/coalition
committee be established to develop on going programs of actions around
Southern Africa.

Students
College students from SUNYA, Siena and St. Rose participated in the
Dollars campaign. These students were ¢ritical to the development
of the campaign. SUNYA students were particularly involved. Students
took primary responsibility for the raffle and can drive. The raffle
netted $425. The can drive brought in $110. There was an effort to
increase the organizing skills of students through concrete example
and joint planning.
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page two - CDCAAR Report on Dollars campaign

Labor Subcommittee (incomplete)

Initial discussions with key labor leaders took place early in the
summer with an eye toward develcping a labor strategy. Other labor
activists were identifled.

The Black Caucus of PEF sent out 500 DPollars brochures to its
members., The A. Philip Randolph Institute and Institute Albany
Chapter took brochures to local meetings and distributed brochures
at their Labor Day parade. Presentations were made to the Albany
Solidarity Committee - they passed resolutions and donated $50.00,
Albany Central Labor Federation - they passed a resolution and
donated $100.00, the Union of University Professions - they passed
a resolution and donated $300. Coalition labor coordinator was also
in contact with CSEA statewide representative and local CSEA reps who
were also in also involved in the campalign. Space was offered in the
Solidarity newsletter.

Tabling -~ Tabling was done at: International Festival in Albany,
Mel King speaking at event sponsored by Committee for
Palestinian Rights and Labor Day parade.

Political Education

7 ¢ people attended.
CDCAAR Mailin

Ten-fifteen minute political updates were done at every Dollars meeting.

A workshop/discussion,w&I glven for Dollars organizers Approximately

)

A ?ﬁndra%sing appeal letter and the Dollars brochure were sent to the
Coalition mailing list. Approximately $600.00 raised.

General

Presentation made to Amnesty International.

GENERAL NETWORK BUSINESS

July, 1989 - Cuba/Nicaragua celebration netted $120.00 for the Network

0 ractioners - $500.00 contribution towards Network.

Sept., 1989 - Presentation at annual conference of N,Y. State Coalition
f Nurse P
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The Extra Guest

xtra Guest dec ided
Hwas iime lor some
thing ditferent
Please. not another
canary -chowr benefit or soup
label opening. It was time
tor something withowr choco
ate fondue and strawberries
And so it was that on a
cool late-summer Friday eve
mng, E.G. jumped into the

Merton Simpson at Holidaze.

i 4

car and headed tor Holhidaze.
Aibany s new dance club on
Central Avenue

Fhere the Capital District
Coaliton Against Aparthed
and Racism was throw INg a
‘Party With a Purpose' ' — 4
tund-rasser for the inde
pendence of Namibia

Namibia? What and
where, you ask. 1s Namibia !
A\ in geography tor
you. It 1s a nation in the
southwest part of Africa that
has been held under the
colomial rule of South Africa
tor more than 70 vears. But
the days of racist South
Alncan control may be en
ding. Under a U N, agree
ment, Namibia s finalh
having its first election start
ing November 7. But E.G
hasn 't notced any cheers for
Namibian democracy com

PMHOTIGREAPY ¢ TISMO T HY AR HiBAL |

g from the American
pohiticians. (After all it not
Eastern Europe. ) | mean.
mused E.G.. one can't expect
them 1o let sillv old free eleg
tons mnterfere with serious
tree trade

Ihe tund-raser at
Hohdaze was part of the Dol
lars for Democracy Cam
pagn aimed at massive voler

education, medical care and
housmg tor thousands ol
Namibian refugees

LG handed a ucket 10
the doorman and found Met
ton Simpson, co-chair of the
coaliton, just inside greeting
the arnivals

There ' be a rep trom

SWAPO coming up from
New York tonight. " Whoa!
\ real hive revolutionars
from the South West Afnican
People’s Organization. This
Is the group that had been
tighting South African o
Cupation—politically and
mihtanty —«tor more than 238
YEUrS and W as now working
1o ¢ledl ¢ anchdates in Now cm
ber. E.G. was impressed
Fhe Albany coulition must
be pretty nght with The
Front

MMPson. i gray tweed
and g black shirt and slacks.

vOHTTAK’i

Suck 1o his post by the door
making the guests welcome
with the quiet assurance of
well a . a. . funeral directeoy
You know, death to the op
pressor and all tha

It was a Innllt‘_\ Crew
everything trom T-shirts and
eans to sober business suits
with most of the ¢ rowd in
natty casuals. And 1t was
Albany s own rainbow coali
uon, trom the white lawvers,
Amta Thaver and Mark
Mishler, 10 the black profes
sors, Japhet M. Zwana and
Vivian Gordon. Further
down by the dance floor. the
three DJs—Pedro. Kool
Kriss and Sir Walford—1o00k
turns spainnung music from
FERRAC 1O rap to keep the fat
tops by wping. E.G 2rooved
a bit and then wandered
upstairs

This was a different
world. Quiet. Couched and
carpeted. with a hitle bar at
one end. In the center of the
room. a man and a woman
sal facing cach other across d
cotiee table, absorbed 1n the
drama on the marble chess
board i front o them. F G
tOOK & seat at the bar and or
dered a beer. In w altked Sir
Waltord Alhany 's reggae
DJ and perenmal (selt)
promoter grinming hike the
C heshire cat

I i’.'- ] l '-\”Il!‘.i SO Yol

sdid the 1))

i HOoks hike

here tomight
mngrattatigly
WE e gomg to have g vood
turnout.  On this, vou had 1o
nsten to the DJ. When it was
all over. the coalition would
Clear about S2.000. 1in spite
ol the mere hive-dollar nicker
price. So there must have
been more than $(X) people
Back by the front door
E.G. found Simpson, Vera
"Mike ' Michelson. the
other co-chatrperson of the
coaliion. and Kuin Thpan
gandjara, The Man From
SWAPQO. T wumed out to be
a small, bookish man with
wire-nms and 4 short, gray
ng atro. He was pretty guiet
Michelson. however. with
her red earmings danghing,

{

Was as exuberant as ever and
A tiew moments, she swept
everyone outside where they
could talk

Fhe eveming had grown
uncomiorntably cool and the
patio was almost empty
Fhey sat down and T
taunched mto his story The
UN. had passed a resolution
in 1978 that called for a
cease-twre, South Afrnican
withdrawal from Namibia
ind free elections for
Namibians to select their
OWn government

LN special repre
sentatives were to overlook
the whole process. ™ Ty sawd
It was a story he had told
often, tn his thick, chipped
aceent, but s feeling held
He sat with his hands
tolded, fingers laced for
warmth

Ihe UN

been marginalized. ' he
South Afnica is
runming the elections. ' The

s rode has
went on

U N never sent the forces
they had promised. nor did
South Atrica withdraw s
troops. On top of this—and
partially because of 1
South Afncan authorities are
domg just about all they can
(O rg the electons

Ihe clection PrOCEsS 1Is
Lajor departure from what
weagreed tomn 1978, T

sard quietiy Ihere s not

CROouUgh tme 1o correct CVery -

thing. " His analy sis was
clear-headed. unsentimental
Each new dey clopment musi
Mmply be met with the ap
prapriate steps
'm optimistic.” he

Want on, with more convig
ton, " But at the same tme
I'm apprehensive. South
Anca has broken so many
igreements, byt | believe
they can be torced 1o meet
agreements. That can oniy
te done with help of the i
wernational commumny

On this mght, at teast
E.G. thought with 4
A lbany
Was part ol that com
munuy —on Kuir

Tipangandjara’s side. J

little sdiistaclion

ARIT AL NOVEMBER

|l Y%V




Dear

We ar
for t

odds

N . o o ™ 540
| Cupntal District Coalition
| A gainst A partheid
and Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 12203
A Project of the Social Justice Center

Friend,

€ making an urgent request for Yyou to make a small sacrifice
he people of Namibia who ri ght now are fighting a gainst tremendous
tO achieve their freedom.

Namibila 1s Africa's last colony. Violent and repressive colonization

of Namibia, a country of one and a half million people on the southwest
Atlantic coast of Africa, began 1n 1884 under German rule. With

the d
of Na
o) V E:'; r

efeat of Germany in World War I, South Africa became the colonizer
mibia and has maintained brutal rule over the Namibian people

Slnce.

Namibia has been occupied and plundered of its mineral wealth and

f1she

ries. Thousands of the people of Namibia have been terrorized,

Kidnapped and massacred by the racist South Africans.

NOW,
has a

with the 1mplementation of U.N. Resolution 435, South Africa
greed to end 1ts occupation and withdraw f rom Namibia, On

November 1, 1989, the people of Namibia are scheduled to hold an

election for a qovernment of fRhe people’s choosing. However, South
Africa will continue to administer the territory until that time

and 1s using this advantage to unfairly influence election laws,

voter eligibility, and procedures for voter registration., South
African military and police violence are still being used to intimidate
the Namibian people.

-




It 1s for this reason that we turn to you for international solidarity
with the people of Namibia who are proudly fighting for their liberation
Help 1s needed tOo assure: -

**that there will be free and fair elections;

**that a massive voter education campaign will be conducted
to inform the Namibian people about the registration and election
process;

**that tens of thousands of refugees will be able to return
home; and

**that there will be effective programs for resettlement,.

Your help 1s crucial. It won't take more than a few minutes of
your time and a few dollars from your pocket -- and 1t 1s, quite
literaily, a matter of life and death. If you add your committment
to that of thousands of other Americans, you become part of the
Tiberation struggle of Namibia.

The Dollars for Democracy in Namibia Campaign depends on you for
success. Every dollar counts. An end to South African apartheid
in Namibia will also be a major step toward freedom in South Africa.

Please just take a moment to send as much as you can. The response
of the American people 1s critical.

In Sclida:tfy.
Mendon. ,

VM
Merton Simpson, Co-chair
Vera Michelson, Co-chair

—— ] — et et e e — — e———— ) Rl — - — ——— e e e, -— —c — — . —— - e e r— man —— e — ——— - P —

YES! I will contribute toward the freedom of Namibia. Enclosed is
my check for $ \

(Please write checks to Progressive Education and Research
Associates; memo: Namibia.)

Sorry I can't contribute at this time, but I'd be interested in
participating as a volunteer in the campaign. Please contact me.

Name _ Phone

Address

Please mail in enclosed envelop to Capital District Coalition Against %
Apartheid and Racism, Box 3002 Pine Hills Station, Albany, NY 12203. |
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NORTHEAST SOUTHERN AFRICA
SOLIDARITY NETWORK

The Northeast Southern Africa Solidarity Network
came out of a conference in New Haven, Connecticut.
in September, 1988, Representatives from fifty-five
anti-apartheid and anti-racist organizations in the
Northeast came together to discuss how 1o organize
more effective mass support for the African National
Congress (ANC) of South Africa, the South West
Africa Peopie's Organization (SWAPO) of Namibia
and the Front Line States, (Angola, Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Tanzania and Zambia). The
network includes organizations from 12 states in the
Northeast, from Maine to Washington, DC.

These organizations work on a vanely of issues:

» a just and peaceful resolution of regional
Southern Africa conflict

« cessauon of U.S. ard to Jonas Savimbi and
UNITA forces

« divestment and sanctions

« corporate, cultural, academic and sports boycotts

« ¢ducation and mass demonstratons

« lobbying at all levels of government

« support of labor unions and the mass democrauc
movement in South Africa and Namibia

« exposure of South Africa's nuclear industry in the
production and relinement of uranium from
Namibia

« technical assistance in development and education
to the Front Line States

The current period 1s a critical point in anu-apartheid

and pro-hiberation work 1a the United States. We
welcome vour membership and support.
NORTHEAST SOUTHERN AFRICA
SOLIDARITY NETWORK (NESASN)

P.O. Box 1322, New Haven, CT 06505

(203)776-1970

Local Contagie

ON NOVEMBER 1, 1989 THE PEOPLE
OF NAMIBIA WILL VOTE FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN THEIR MORE THAN

CENTURY-LONG COLONIAL
HISTORY.

Millions of dollars are pouring into
Namibia from South Africa and beyond to
sabotage the elections and derail
independence.

One dollar or more contributed by tens of
thousands of people can counter the South
African war machine.

All who believe in democracy must come
together in support of free and fair
elections!

A project of the
Northeast Southern Africa Solidarity Network




HISTORY

NAMIBIA

Violent and repressive colonization of Namibia, a
country of 1.5 million on the southwest Atlantic coast of
Africa, began in 1884 under German rule. With the defeat
of Germany in 1915, South Africa became the colonizer
of Namibia and has maintained brutal rule over the
Namibia people ever since.

DECADES OF SOUTH AFRICAN
OCCUPATION

A mandate, issued initially by the League of Nations and
then by the United Nations (UN), assigned
responsibility for Namibia to apartheid South Africa.
South Africa has perpetrated a seven-decade reign of
terror and occupation on the Namibia people, turning
Namibia into a huge military garrison with upwards of
100,000 South African troops. Thousands of Namibians
have been murdered and kidnapped, including more than
600 people massacred at Kassinga in 1978, South Africa
has made billions of dollars of profit from the massive
plunder of Namibia's mineral wealth and fisheries.

SWAPO OF NAMIBIA

The South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPQ),
founded in 1960, has been leading the struggle for
Namibia's independence and is recognized by the
Namibian people and the international community as the
suthentic representative of Namibia. In 1962, in
response to intensifying South African oppression,
SWAPO formed its military wing, the People's
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN).

INDEPENDENCE PLAN:
UN RESOLUTION 435
In 1978 the UN Plan for Namibian Independence was
adopted and embodied in UN Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 435. UNSCR 435 calls for:

» South Africa to cease its illegal occupation

* & cease-fire

« the repatriation of refugees

* the repeal of apartheid laws

* the election of a government of the Namibian

people’s choosing.

Until the elections on November 1, 1989 South Africa
will continue to administer the territory and will have
undo influence over the election laws, voter eligibility,
procedure for voter registration, and the 'security’ of the
country. This is like having the fox guard the chicken
coop.

IMPLEMENTATION OF UNSCR 435
Implementation of UNSCR 435 was officially set as
April 1, 1989. It was an ominous beginning: on that
day South African forces massacred returning SWAPO
personnel and Namibian civilians. Since then, with the
presence of forty-five hundred UN Transitional
Assistance Group (UNTAG) forces, the situation has
somewhat improved. South Africa has agreed 1o pull out
its troops by mid-July so that only fificen hundred
troops will officially remain. In reality, however, there
are large numbers of military personnel disguised as
police so that the number of South African forces is
actually much higher. SWAPO's PLAN personnel, on the
other hand, are not allowed inside the country until the
elections,
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SOUTH AFRICAN SABOTAGE
South Africa’s perpetual bad faith has been exemplified
in many ways by:
» the Apnl st massscres of Namibians
* issuing Namibian identity cards 1o thousands of
UNITA forces (contra forces South Africa supports in
Angols) to enable them to regisier 10 vote in Namibia
« the incomplete repeal of apartheid laws
* the use of Koevoet forces (Namibian secret police)
W continue the harsssment and intimidation of the
Namibian people, especiaily in the north.
These actions are attempts 1o intimidste SWAPO
supporters and o put collaborators in place who will
continue apartheid and strengthen the base for the future
destabilization of Namibia.

DOLLARS FOR DEMOCRACY
IN NAMIBIA CAMPAIGN

The people of Namibia are fighting against
tremendous odds to achieve free and fair
elections.

One dollar from you, your family, friends, neighbors,
your church, school, trade union, or community
organization can help make a difference.

To prepare for the November 1 elections SWAPO
must conduct a massive voter education campaign o
educate the people about the registration and election
process, Resources are needed to travel throughout
this huge country to distribute the election
information to the dispersed Namibian population.

YOUR DOLLARS WILL

» enable the printing and distribution of
voter education materials throughout
the country

« purchase a public address system,
audio visual equipment, transportation
vehicles,

Since its formation SWAPQO has cared for tens of
thousands of refugees. Disabled war victims, women,
children and older people will be returming to Namibia
in the coming months. Their resettlement will
require massive rehabilitation programs.

YOUR DOLLARS WILL PROVIDE o

« medical supplies and food

« rehabilitation facilities

« housing and resettlement facilities
*+ child care and counseling

EVERY DOLLAR, LIKE EVERY
VOTE, COUNTS! SUPPORT FREE
AND FAIR ELECTIONS IN
NAMIBIA!

WHEN SWAPO WINS. . .
WE ALL WIN!
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Capital District Coalition
A gainst Aparthcid
and Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Stauon September, 1989
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Next general Coalition meeting: Thursday, September 24, 1989, 7:30 p.m,

Albany Urban League, corner of Livingston and Ten Broeck, Albany, N.Y.

Presentation by Rob Jones, representative of American Committee on Africa
(ACOA), anti-apartheid organizer and friend. Rob has jJust returned from
a three week visit to South Africa where he met with many people in the

Mass Democratic Movement. He will give a brjefi at our meeting which
) yrovide g nvaluable update about what 15 really happening inside
South Africa today - 2 growing repression o e governmentl and Lhe

growing defiance of the people.

Update on the “"Dollars for Democracy in Namibia" campaign

Note the date for the October meeting of the Coalition is October 26, 1989 at
7:30 p.m. at the Urban League. (No October newsletter)

Some background on SOUTH AFRICA NOW!

The struggle against apartheid in South Africa has been intensifying 1in
recent months. The Defiance Campaign of the Mass Democratic Movement(MDM) 1in
Soulh Africa reached a climax during the week of September 3rd when hundreds
of thousands of Black workers observed a two day stay away called to protest
the whiles-only elections. The Defiance Campaign was called by the MDM a few
months ago to defy apartheild laws and to defy the restrictions placed on anti-
dapartheid organizations. Blacks have gone to white hosplitals demanding medi-
cal treatment, protested on whites-only beaches and planned political rallies
to defy the restrictions. The government responded to the legitimate demands
of the oppressed majority by arresting hundreds and killing 29 people on Lhe
¢ of the election. This killing of 29 is the largest number of killings by
twe police in a single clash since the Sharpeville massacre when 69 people

(continued on next page)




SOUTH AFRICA NOW! (continued)
were killed.

These recent events make It clear t¢ the rest of the world thal dellerk 1c né
ditterent from any of the past racist presidents despite hils language of re fop

The Bush administratioh has yet again very clarlv stated 1ts support for

apartneid by sending congratulations to deKierk on his “wvictory." Thus 1t 1<
tncumbent upon all Americans to put pressure on the Lush administration to 150

iate the racist apartheid regime and i1mmediately 1mpose comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions. Meaningful change in South Africe will come about only
when the demands of the oppressed majority are met,

These demands are articulated in the unifying perspective of the MDM
. On2 person-one vote in a united, democratic, non-ractal South Africa,
. the lifting of the state of emergency,
. & living wage for all,
. freedom of association and expression,
. press freedom, :
the unconditional release of political prisoners. ~ji
. the unbanning of the ANC and other banned organizations.

NN B WP
-

The Mass Democratic Movement is the will of the people of South Africa.
At our September meeting you will have an opportunity to hear of the strength
and resolve of the people in South Africa NOW!

W 5801 Duluth St., Suite 105a
Minneapolis, MN 55422
(612) 544-5327

The Coalition 1s In receipt of a letter from Solly Simelane, Deputy Chief
Representative of the ANC Observer Mission to the U.N,asking us to join in
a national effort to assist the people of South Africa. An independent,
non profit organization, the South Africa Freedom Fund, has been formed by
a group of U.5. volunteers to raise funds for South Africans who have been
forced into exiie by the threat of detention, torture or death by the apart-
helt regime. Funds are being sought for the ANC's Solomon Mahlangu Freedom
Colt. and the Dakawa Development Center - programs where exiles can find
medioqt help, food, shelter, training and, most importantly, the strength of

a community struggling to bring closer a non-racial democracy in 5nulh nfrlaa;

If you are interested in supporting the South Africa Freedom Fund or
would like more information, contact the Fund at the above address. If you
can provide names of other potentlal supporters ,that 15 also of vital
importance. -

Respond quickly - every day the seriousness of the situation in Sof
Africa intensifies and the need for international support grows.

"The ldbor movement, traditionally, has
been the only haven for the dispossessed,
the uespised, the neglected, the down-
trodden, and the poor."

== A, Philip Randolph, tounder of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and an
Arerican civil rights leader all his life,
speaking at an AFL~CIO convention.

COALITION NAMIBIAN LABOR COMMITTEE REPORT

The Coalition has set up a Labor Committee to work on
the "Dollars for Democracy in Namibia" campaign. The
committee has contacted many local and state wide union
leaders and union members active in the anti-apartheid
movement. Articles describing the situation in Namibia
R e and the urgency of the campaign for free elections are
______ ”'adulpd to appear in the state-wide publication of the Civil Service Em-
ﬁTByev'& Association (CSEA). The Black Caucus of the Public Employee's Fed-

eration (PEF) has mailed the brochure requesting dollars directly to 1ts
members, Details about the campaign will be published locally by the Solidar-
ity Committee of the Capital District in its next newsletter.

The Albany County Federation of Labor (AFL-CIO) has led the way in
supporting free elections in Namibia. At 1ts September, 1989 meeting the
Federation recognized "Namibia's desperate need for help in resettling refu-
gees and...the need for a massive voter registration.” The members of the
Federation further resolved to bring th situation in Namibia to the attention
of their members and support the "Dollars for Democracy" campaign. During
the discussion at the Federation 1t was pointed out that the 40,000 member
National Union of Namibian Workers, the chief union federation, had joined
the outcry against South African actions in Namibia, particularly the blame
placed on SWAPO for violating the peace accords. The NUNW stated:"We wish
to remind the entire international community of who the aggressors are in
the Namibian conflict. South Africa is the murderer, the thief and the
criminal. Let the falsification of facts not deceive you." And the NUNW 15
putting 1ts clout behind SWAPO, The delegates to the federation were inform-
ed that the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) and the National
Union of Miners of South Africa (NUMSA) have sent delegations to Namibia to
help train monitors for the elections and to develop strategies to contain
violence in the north,

On Labor Day the Coalition Committee staffed a table at the Troy Area
Labor Council 125th Anniversary Rally and Picnic. Members were excited to
find the CSEA Anti-apartheid committee present with pins, teeshirts and
anti-apartheid i1nformation. The CSEA tablers expressed a strong interest
B he Dollars campaign.,
ihe Labor Committee is shaping up into a strong component of the Dollars
Campatgn. fo get involved, call 462-2542. Next meet ing: Oct. Il at 7:00pm

at the Albany Public Library. ie and_Mmbel Leon




ELECTION PROCESS IN NAMIBIA:
Appeal for support and assistance to SWAPO

e ARISE [SymMeR 1959

By Gabriel Uahengo and
Shekutanmba VV. Nambala

or over a century the country of
Namibla has suffered the burden of
, first at the hands of Ger-
many and now by South Africa and its
apartheid and racist regime. Since
World War |, South Africa occupied
Namibia as a mandate of the League of
Nations and as a trustee of the United
Nations. However, In 1966 the UN
General Assembly revoked the mandate
status over Namibia and South Africa
was supposed to leave and grant
Namibia freedom and peace.

For the past 23 years South Africa has
retused 10 leave Namibla and has con-
tinued to viclate the United Natlons
resolutions and the desirs of the interna-
tional community. South Africa con-
tinues to occupy Namibia legally in
defiance of the law. Indeed, the history
of Namibia has been traumatic and

tragic.

in spite of the adamant refusal position
of South Africa to leave Namibia,
Namiblans under the vanguard of their
liberation movement, SWAPQ (South
Wast Africa Peoples Organization),
fought a bitter war of national liberation
against the Hlegal occupying racist
troops of South Africa.

Because of this colonial war imposed on
the Namiblan people, many lives and
properties have been lost and
destroyed. However, Namibians con-

tinue to demand their right to be free and
independent. Similarly, the international
community through the United Nations
and other organizations all
over the world raflied together in an affort
to bring peace with justice to Namibia
and to end colonial rule.

in 1978, the UN Security Council passed
a resolution known as UNSCR 435. This
resolution calls for fair, free and
democratic elections in Namibla under
the supervision of the United Nations to
provide an atmosphere for the Namibian
people to design thelr future and elect
whom they want to govern and lead
them. Unfortunately, the implementation
of R435 was hamperad by South African
delaying tactics in collaboration with her
allles.

The years 1987-88 brought about many
changes and factors which led South
Africa to the negotiation table. One of
these factors was the heavy casuaities
South Africa suffered t the battle of Culto
Cuanavale In southem Angola during
one of South Africa’s infamous Invasions
into the Peoples Republic of Angola.
This battie was fought by the joint forces
of FAPLA -the national forces of An-
gola, Cuban Revolutionary Army and
PLAN combatants of SWAPQ.

The negotiation table led to the signing
in New York of a Tripartite Peace Agree-
ment between Angola, Cuba and South
Africa on December 22, 1988. This
agreement not only allows for a chance
for a ceasefire between Angola and
South Africa, but also includes the im-

plermentation of R435. This decoloniza-
tion process and implementaticn of the
decade-old resolution was to start on

Apri 1, 1989,

it Is long past April 1 now and we have
seen that day mournfully pass, taking
with it many Namibian lives. Over 300
innocent Namibians were killed by

South Africz” 8 scupation * 98 since
then. Most the dead were cold-
bloodedtly shot execution-style.

April 1, 1989 caught many Namibians by
great surprise. in thelr hour of joyous
anticipation for peace, bullets once
again shattered their swelling jubliation.
Death swiltly descended on the nation,
a sober reminder that South Alrica has
no intention of lsaving Namibia In peace.

Through long and hard maneuvers,
thanks to the efforts of the interational
community, today the slectoral process
is back on track. The hurdles to over-
come are numerous. South Africa, the
vary country that Namiblans have been
and still are vigorously opposing, has
been allowed by the United Nations to
design and run the electoral process. it
seems, alter years of vehement opposi-
tion to South African ruleé over Namibia,
the world body found itself victim to
political favoritism which maneuvered
and tugged at the United Nation's purse
strings — ultimately, it can be said that
the Uinted Nations botched the process
because of financial strain.

% inciples, aba
Wakre run, make . a docu-
ment full of gaps and concessions to

nwhich

South Africa. Of these concessions, the
most disturbing are South Africa’'s
“tagal” right to register voters and the
fallure of the United Nations to address
the question of Walvis Bay. As Rt is, South
Africa could withdraw any number of its
forces 10 Walvis Bay (which is “South
African teritory”) and so be within one-
hour flying distance to any point in
Namibia.

Today, the reallty in Namibia could not
be more frightening. South Africa clearly
runs the show. As r retumn home,
some local pastors In the Owambo
region have aiready wamed the retur-
neas not to go home and meet their
families, because South Africa’s
notorious Koevoef Squad (a counter-in-
surgency unit) lies in walt for them.
Families wish 10 see thelr children, Dt
are also worrled about their safety.

The UN-supervising force has only 188
police monitors in the whole of Owambo
and Kaokoveld reglons, which are the
size of about one-third of the state of
Minnesota. Most of the Namiblan
population {ives in these regions.
Church workers from Omundaungilo in
eastern Owambo said thaey have not yet
saen any UNTAG personnel.

Clearly, South Africa has no more inten-
tion of leaving Namibia than it had a
decade ago. it Is, for Instance, no
surprise that South Africa donated over
$10 miltion to a puppet and pro-South
Alfrica party in Windhoek already for their
glection campaigns and costs. South
Africa is ever determined to out-spend

SWAPQ and s0, at the very least, prevent
SWAPQ from achieving the required
two-thirds majority in the elections.

In view of South Africa's intention in the
election process, SWAPO has pulled all
its resources together to carry out an
effective campaign. As a result, most of
SWAPOQ offices around the world have
been dombyl;\: only lhwci)'se that are
maintained good of ce-
loving nations and afwuzatlonspea

Nevertheless, the cost of preparing for
the elections and maintaining health
programs and housing for the returnees
and other !aduhs Is pmvmg astronomi-
cal. 0 fic i1y
that we tum m aur

: support H any kind. -

: | |
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Recently you received a
special mailing from the
Coalition asking you to
join the “Dollars for
Democracy"” campaign.

Please heed this request.
The chance for real
independence is at hand.
Funds are needed for voter
education, repatriation of
exile, refugee resettle-
ment.,

South Africa 1s out to
sabotage this process.

As a member of the inter-
national community you
can help Namibians on
their road to freedom,

EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS!




REPORT FROM THE Co-CHaIR: CBse Mucholaon

The struggle did not take a summer vacation. We are pleased Lo repurt
that the CDCAAR maintained a high level of political activity this summer. We
approached the summer with a well-thought out plan for implementing the "Dollars
for Democracy in Namibia" campaign. The "Namibia/Dollars" committee of Lhe
Coalition has been meeting every other Wednesday in the Albany Public Library.
Sub committees function between regular meetings. New and old CDCAAR members
have been working very hard to involve the labor, religious and student community
in Southern Africa issues with a focus on Namibia. This work continues.

Our "Do the Right lning ~ Party with a Purpose" event on August 25th was an
oulstanding success. Everything worked: the music (house, Reggae, Latin,
Calypso and African), the crowd (approximately 400 people attended, the spirit
was warm), the D.J.'s (there were 3 - Kool Kriss, Pedro and Sir Walford. They
never missed a beat), the venue (Holidaze was great. Thank you to Kenny and the
Holidaze staff, Special mention to Tyrone at the door for being so kind and
looking out for us).

People were talking for 'daze' about the event. Congratulations to all of
us. But in particular to the party committee - Sharon Cole, Larry Shajuyigbe,
Paco Duarte and coordinator Theresa Williams. They did the right thing by any-
one's standards.

Thanks also to Kuiri, our friend from SWAPO, for coming up from New York
City to bring greetings of solidarity,

Anyone with outstanding tickets and money should call Theresa 1mmediately
at 426-7966.

We would also like to take this opportunity to mention a number of committed
students who were active this summer: Verena Diemer, Scott Hughes, Amber Thomas,
Fredua Ofori-Atta, Tom McBrien, Varsha Saxena, Judy Krebs, Hassain Blackshear,
Fermin Espinosa, Martin Matthews and Elba Matos.

The students represent SUNYA, Siena and St. Rose. They put the “S" in
struggle. We look forward to solid community/campus links this fall.

Acknowleagements also go to old and new Coalition members who are taking an
active part in the Namibia campaign: Celia Bess Cotton, Coordinator of the
Religious Committee, Mabel Leon, Coordinator of the Labor Committee, Everette
Joseph,Media, and Lois Daley, Natasha Reeder, Mary Moore, David Aube, Sandra
Lamb, Eileen Kawola, Naomi Jaffe, Deb Maxwell, Connie Owens and our friends at

SASU. SOUTHERN AFRICA

IT IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED THAT SWAPO, THE LEGITIMATE
REPRESENTATAIVE OF THE NAMIBIAN PEOPLE CAN WIN THAT
COUNIRY'S (AFRICA'S LAST COLONY) FIRST ELECTION ON
NOv MR 5 1989 IF THE ELECTIONS ARE FREE AND FAIR.
i i1 ARS FOR DEMOCRACY"™ CAMPAIGN BEING CONDUCTED
THROUGHUU I THE NORTHEAST IS TO RAISE FUNDS WHICH ARE
CRITICALLY NEEDED BY THE PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA TO INSURE
THAT THE ELECTIONS ARE FREE AND FAIR.

If you can join in this effort on any level, call
vera Michelson at 436-0562..

Seuth Africa
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Next meetings of the Namibia Committee are scheduled at 7:00 at the
Main Branch of the Albany Public Library, Washington Ave.,Albany on
October 11 and Movember 8. If you can join in this critical work ,
your attendance is welcome,

In addition to the Namibia campaign, the Coalition organized a larye
demonstration in front of the OTB in Albany to protest the inclusion of South
African tennis players in the Schenectady OTB tournament.{The Coalition is
in receipt of a letter from the Australian Anti-Apartheid Movement which
has been active in their opposition to the appearance of South African players
in the Australian tennis open). Over 50 people joined the protest in Albany
and gained widespread media attention., Les Davis coordinated this event with
dssistance from Merton Simpson, Cherly Permberton and others.

CDCAAR also worked with the National Lawyers Guild Albany chapter to pro-
mote a reception for Johnny DeLange, South African a.torney who is active in
the anti-apartheid movement in that country. Delange is Assistant National
Secretary of the non-racial National Association of Democratic Lawyers (NADEL).
The State of Emergency in South Africa has resulted in a virtual blackout
of news about the intensified repression, prosecutions of political activists
and the imposition of the death penalty in unprecedented numbers. Johnny
brought tirst-hand information which was greatly needed,

Another valuable presentation was given by Curtis Nkondo, United Democratic
Front representative who was on tour of the U.S. this Spring. At a Spring gener-
al Codalition meeting he gave a valuable presentation of what is happening in
South Africa now.

Well, well, well...You remember Patrick Swindall, the former Georgia repre-
sentative who spend most of his time in Congress getting involved in drug money
laundering on the one hand and trying to suppress the anti-apartheid movement on

the other hand?
You remember the usnsuccessful Swindall amendments which falsely branded the

ANC as a terrorist organization?

You remember the unsucessful Swindall amendments which attempted to limit
U.S. travel of ANC represenative to 30 miles from the U.N.?

wWell, on June 20th Swindall was convicted on nine counts of lying to a grand
jury regarding evidence in an undercover drug operation. Swindall was videotaped
negotiating an $850,000 loan to finance a million dollar house he was building in
Atlanta. He was repeatedly told by an undercover IRS agent on the video that the
money was coming from drug profits. On August 28th, Swindall was sentenced to a
fine of $30,450 and a sentence of one year. New federal guidelines insure that
Swindall will only spend a few days in prison.

Two points to be made here. In Bush's war on drugs, a high ranking public
official will get a few days in jail for a deal of almost a million dollars.
Hypocrisy remains public policy. And secondly, the self righteous accuser of
the ANC should be asked now, "who 1s the real terrorist?”

In closing, we evoke remembrances of Huey Newton for his contribution to
the movement and to Yusuf Hawkins - he was only going to buy a car and he
was murdered...with a candy bar in his hand. The struggle continues.

i o
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IN MEMORIAM
TUSUF s "Racism is as American as Apple Pie"
August 23, 1989 — AR Ly

Another victim of racist | . . |
violence in the U. S. Report from the Co-chair: ?Nealor Wm

With the recent "lynching" of Yusuf Hawkings, a 16 year old African American in Brooklyn,
vew York on August 23rd, there is renewed discussion on the status of racism in America. The
crotblem is that Americans as a group are for the most part ahistorical and apolitical. The
widely held belief is that racism is to a large extent synonymous with individual prejudice.

[n reality, nothing could be further from the truth,

Racism 1s a subliminal omnipresent central element of the collective unconscious of the
majority of the world's population of European ancestry and this belief system has been internal-
1zed by people of color all over the world who have been the victims of white supremacy. The
internalization of the effects of a racist belief system manifest itself in a sense of powerless.
ness, inferiority and autodestructiveness on the part of people of color.

[t needs to be understood that the capitalist value system of western civilization is dis-
tinguished from the value systems of most aboriginal peoples of the world, in that the capitalis
value system reduces everything to property whether it is people, land, the air, the sea,
marriage, etc. In contrast a large proportion of the rest of the world is motivated by a sense
°f spirituality and an understanding that human beings are an integral part of nature. So for
example, the so called "American Indians" found it impossible to comprehend the European notion
that the land could be pruchased for the exclusive use of an individual or a particular racial
Jroup at the exclusion of others. To get a better understanding of the complexity of racism, I
recormend the following books: The Psychohistory of White Racism by Joel Covel; Black Athena
by Martin Bernal; The Cultural Unity‘%?'Black AfFrica by Cheikh Anta Diop; Stolen L&gacy by
seorge G.M, James, and The Cress Theory of Color Confrontation by Dr. Francis Cress WelSing.

Acritical element of racism in our lifetime 15 the wHite Supremacy doctrine by which the
value of life is put on a hierarchial scale with various Europeans at the top and people of
color at the bottom, with Africans at the lowest end of the spectrum.

As Carol Taylor points out "No white has ever been executed in America for killing a Rlack
mate. [ say don't preach to me about the flag, the national anthem, the Constitution, civil or
human rights, the Statue of Liberty, how you're not racist or "justice" while the names of mur-
lered African males pound against my heart!" And to the list of names we now add a young Black
nile named Yusuf Hawkins.

In the Yusuf Hawkins "lynching" we see the classic white supremacist modus operandi,

awk ins «1s attacked and fatally wounded when the gang of white youths, who thought either he or
s frierjs has been dating a white girl, encountered the Black youths in "their" neighborhood.
[f you think such thinking is reserved for the KKK, then you have failed to understand racism in
our time. As Francis Welsing points out "lynching is all about the business of castration."”
Ltastraticn of the Black male, who in the white supremacy system has been identified as the super
masculline mental, 1s necessary because of the primal fear of genetic fear of annihilalion on the

part of white supremacists. ' _
Another less publicized case of racist violence occured on July 20th when Ronald Smith, an

African American inmate at Clinton Correctional Facility was allegedly beaten to death by guards
AS usual, the preliminary investigations have found no cause of death. So convinced were other
inmates at the facility of Smith's murder that over 600 of them refused to go to the mess hall
L0 24t for the entire day of July 23rd. The inmates have called for an independent investiga-
Lary body to look Into the death of Smith and others. The Coalition Against Apartheid and
macism urges all people of conscience to write Governor Cuomo to demand an independent investi-
jation and a definitive determination for the cause of death.

(o Albany, the New York Civil Liberties Union is looking for people who feel they have been
Jne victims o of police abuse particularly in the recent bus station drug sweep. If you have any
intormation contact the NYCLU at (518) 436-8594,

The Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism is a member of the Community Police Relations
Board of the City of Albany. The Board was created as an attempt to develop and maintain
in atmosphere of t.,.t and respect between the Albany community and its police, In addition,
The Beard is to conduct a complaint review process to protect the rights of the community.
ihe more the community shows their concern about the actions of the Board - and the police-
the greater the chance for accountability. GET INVOLVED. The next four meetings are schedule
to take place at Trinity Instituion, 15 Trinity Place, Albany. They begin at 7:00 p.m.
Jates: Monday, September 285

Monday, October 23

Honday, November 27 ar
“onday, December 18 1 The Capital Drstrict Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism is & Coalition of
several community organizetions and of
For more information about the Board and individual members. gw'hmm,m.mn
about Coalition involvement, call 434-5184 or overhead expenses so all fumis go directly
ey o lobbying efforts , education, printing and
Capital District Coalition | e i ot s e b o
QL AbDartheid Co-chairs: or to join the Coalition, calf 518 438 0309
A gainst Apartheid oot e e
und R ac is m s R The Capatal District Coalition Against
o RO Merton Simpson | Apartheid and Racism |
Box 3002 - Pine Hilis Station Rox 3002 Pine Hills Station, Albiny, New
Albany, NY 12203 Yok 13003,

A Project of the Nocial Justice Center




Farewell Function for SWAPO members returning home to Namibia...

At the end of June, several members of the Coalition attended a farewel |
in New York City, with a large contingent of anti-apartheid activists and
friends and supporters of the ANC and SWAPO from various parts of the North-
east. It was a happy and a sad occasion. Everyone was elated for those
members of SWAPO who have been in exile and who can now return home after
years of exile., But there was a sadness at saying goodbye to friends.

And all present are aware that hard work and struggle lie qhedd. -

The main speaker of the evening was Helmut’Anguld, chief representative
of the SWAPO Observer Mission to the United Nations. Mr. Angula thanked all
those present and those who could not come to the party, for the support they
have given to the people of Namibia. "Your struggle was not for personal gain
but for the liberation of an oppressed people,” he said.

Mr. Angula spoke about the many problems which lie ahead for the people
of Namibia in the stuggle for real independence. (Over the summer we continrue
to see the many ways in which South Africa is attempting to subvert the 1 o
ingependence process). He encouraged those in attendance to continue their
support. "With your efforts South Africa and Namibia will be free."”

The Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism has been active, as part of the
Northeast Southern Africa Solidarity Network, in a "Dollars for Democracy

in Namibia Campaign since the Spring of this year. See elsewhere 1n this
newsletter an update of that campaign and check your newstand in November for
CAPITAL magazine which will carry an article on the "Dollars" campaign.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY OF THE CAPITAL DISTRICT - A CALL 7O ACTION...

The Council of Churches of Namibia has been in the forefront of the
struggle to educate people around the world about South African atrocities
in Namibia. The Council has denounced South African attempts to sabotage the
election process and call on the international community for assistance.
The Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism has mobilized
a "Dollars for Democracy in Namibia" campaign. The Coalition is looking for-
ward to working with local churches in this effort and is appealing to clergy
and church members to respond to this call. The Coalition has videos, bro-
chures and speakers who are available to address meetings and congregations.
Remember that the election will take place in Namibia on Nov. 1, 1989 so time
is of the essence. If you are interested or for more information, call
Celia Bess Cotton at 436-9234,

#

VICTORY TO SWAPO - FREE NAMIBIA VICTORY TO ANC - FREE SOUTH AFRIEKP

»

WHAT'S HAPPENING. ..

Former South African Detainee, Nomgcobo Sangweni, to speak in Albany on
October 4th at the Albany Public Library at 7:00 p.m. Sangweni, a Black
sSouth African jailed by the white racist government,was released after
Amnesty International intervention. For information, call 436-049].

Harlem Renaissance - Art of Black America -~ An exhibition and program at
the New York State Museum running through October 29th. The exhibit
celebrates the achievements of pioneering artists of the Harlem Renaiss-
ance, the film series includes classics from the period and the lecture
series explores the artists and their times. Call 474-5877 for info.

“Cry Freedom and Justice: An Unfinished Agenda® - Siena College Fall
Lecture Series. November | at 8:00 p.m. "Race and Canon: An American
Idea™ by Henry Louis Gates. December 5 at 7:00 p.m. “Journey to Free-
dom - a dramatic portrayal of the lives of African Americans.” Admission

s free, but reservations are strongly recommended. CAll Siena Ticket
Office at (518) 783-2527 Monday through Friday.

National March for Housing Now! October 7, 1989. A march to end homeless-
ness, fund the creation of affordable housing, restore funds for federal
housing programs. Buses will leave Albany on Friday evening at 11 p.m.
on October 6 and return at midnight on Saturday, October 7th. Tickets
are available 1n Albany at the Social Justice Center, the Coalition for
the Homeless and United Tenants. CAll 436-5612 or 434-4037 for info.
Non-violent Civil Disobedience Action on Friday, October 6th. - if you
want more information, call Donna DeMaria at 434-4037.

African American Theatre in the Community -a panel discussion on Wednesday,
September 27, 1989 at 8:00 p.m., Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center
at Sunya. For more info,, call 442-4200

ALL OF THE ABOVE EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

SPECIAL NOTE: The Rev. Alan Boesak, South African anti-apartheid leader will
be appearing at Siena College in January. More details in the
next newsletter.

SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER of Albany, the umbrella organization for peace and
justice groups in the Capital District,is holding the ANNUAL PEACE AND
JUSTICE AWARDS DINNER on November 3rd. For more information, call 434-403/.
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Next Coalition meeting

September 26 at 7:30 p.m. 4 i
Very important briefing on: Mu m Ww

9’fdk'tk ’inL; ACT NOW - SEND THE POSTCARD

Enclosed in this matling you will find a
|s PLNK ,ug‘_\,klrr.:l dddressed Lo Governor Mai
‘o“ﬂ Luomo asking that he enact selectiv

purchasing legislation dagainst the apartheid

jovernment of South Africa by refusing to
M’ﬁ' do0 business with the companies that 40 busin
l with South Africa.

You only have to sign and stamp and mail
the card to let the Governor know that
you don't want your tax dollars supporting

apartheid.

ACT NOW...
Free South Africa Free Namibia Recognize Anqgola
Victory to ANC Victory to SWAPO and the legit1® o

MPLA governments




.Pretoria plans

fall short, says
apartheid foe

By Catherine Clabby

Statt writer

ALBANY - An anti-apartheid activ-
ist on Thursday said that Americans
shouldn't settle for the ruling party's
version of what the future holds for
South Africa

Even though the Bush administra-
tion is embracing the National Party's
plans to dismantle some segregation
during the next five years while it
resists a one-person, one-vote system,
South Africans opposed to apartheid
will not settle for that, said Rob A.W.
Jones, projects director for the Ameri-
can Committee on Africa.

“We need to pressure our govern-
ment to respond to the will of the
people of South Africa as opposed to
supporting the National Party as it
snails its way along the course of
history.” said the Jones. 28, who is in
Albany to address the monthly meeting
of the Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism.

During a recent trip to South Africa.
Jones said he observed a complex web
of political organizations — built by
artists, unions, students, women and
others — working to make apartheid a
thing of the past. Many have partici-
pated in the non-violent demonstra-
tions of the current defiance campaign
that has grabbed the attention of the
world. It's their aims that Americans
should be supporting, said Jones.

Merton Simpson, co-chatrman of the
local coalition, said Americans are
obliged to push their government to
lend assistance to cha in South
Alrica, where the National Party

icy
1948, and in other southern African
nations struggling for their footing.

“It is the combined forces of the
international community that allows
South Africa to be the international
pariah that it is.” he said

The coalition was organized In 1981
to protest the appearance in Albany of
the Sout® African Springboks rugby
team. St ce then it has sponsored
progroms opposing racism  and the
apartheid ystem
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SAME AS THE
OLD BOSS

WHEN ROB A.W. JONFS, PROJECT
director of the American Committee on
Africa, visited South Africa for 17 days in
August and September, he found that the
apartheid regime no longer stamped
""Honorary White" on the visas of visiting
American blacks. The stamp has heen
replaced by a more subtle har code.

For black South Africans. the ongoing
Defiance Campaign and the pressure of
sanctions from abroad have led to an
erosion of the most overt forms of racism,
Jones said last Thursday at the monthly
meeting of the Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism. For
example, black South Africans can now
ride Johannesburg buses. Jones said. Yet
"‘the symptoms of change nverlay a base of
business as usual ' he stressed,

On the mid-September day F.W . de
Klerk was inaugurated as president of
South Africa, he delivered a “"message of
hope'’ to ““all reasonable people,” urging
“"unity within our diversity " That same
day, however, more than 30 peonple were
killed protesting the apartheid system.

“De Klerk hardly comes to the
presidency with clean hands,”* Jones said.
During de Klerk's 10-year tenure as
minister of education, hoth fu nding and
educational achievement decreased, while
the military budget—chiefly for the
suppression of township uprisings—soared.
"“"Nowhere in de Klerk's rhetoric of

cooperation is a commitment to transition
to a nonracial society based upon one
person, one vote,"" Jones said. ‘‘Nor has he
allowed the opposition to speak.”

Although the new president projects a
reformer’s image, in the few weeks since
his inauguration, more than 40
demonstrations have taken place. Since
roughly 1983, the townships, home to most
black South Africans, have been
ungovernable by the state, Jones reported.
Peoples’ courts and street committees have
successfully taken the place of the state

government in townships such as Soweto.

According to Jones, the 11.S. Rovernment
appears to be wavering in its support for
the government, He cited
President George Bush’s White House
invitation last summer to Alhertina Sisulu
of the anti-apartheid United Democratic
Front. It was the first time a South African
anti-apartheid activist had received such an
opening.

“Liberation seems not far away." said
Jones. ““Not 10 years, not five years."

—E.E. Taylor




Capital District Coalition
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436~-0562
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26,1989 MONTHLY MEETING

CHANGE OF TIME
CHANGE OF LOCATION

The October membership meeting of the Capital District
Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism will be held
THURSDAY ,OCTORER 26, 1989 AT 7 p.m. at the ALBANY PUBLIC
LIBBRARY. The meeting must start promptly because we must
leave the library by 9 p.m. when the library closes., (Plcase
check at the Reference desk for the exact room locatlion.)

AGENDA includes important reports on the Dollars f(cor
Democracy in Nambia campaign, the “"window-dressing reforms"®
recently being coughed up by DeKlerk and his cronies in South
Africa to avoid the real changes being demanded by the ANC, the
Mass Democratic Movement, and the international anti-apartheid
movement (see flyer on reverse),plans for the Coalition®s 12/2
anti-racism, police abuse forum, other news of recent and
upcoming Coalition activities.

-

Upcoming events:

Saturday, October 28, 1989
"Music for a Free Nambia®, a benefit for SWAPC, 8 p.m. at the
Triplex Theater, Boro of Manhatten Community College, Tickets
are $20, at the door, Roy Ayers, Hoel Pointer, Bobbli Humphrey,
etc.

Sunday, November 5, 1989,

Channel 17 (probably at 2 p.m., call 356-1700 for exact time.)
SOUTH AFPRICA NOW —~a special weckly news program that wiil air
weekly. This program was added to channel 17°as schedule after
:resnurc from community leaders and the lpmciul efforts of BUNYA

ofessor and Coalition member Iris Berger. A special thanks to
Iris and Channel 17 Officer Charles Toohey for this important
eontribution to anti-apartheid education,

satutday. December 2, 1989
Save this date for a special Coaltion forum on police abuse.
Attorney Terry Kindlon and Alice Green are confirmed members of
this program; other rakers have been invited but are not yet
confirmed. See the next Coalition newsletter for more details
or call Mert Simpson at 457-5183 or Ann Prasier at 432-5977 for

more information or to work on tgﬁw;lanninq of this event.
T ANITA THAYER 462-2542




It is essential before any negotiations can take place that the necessary climate for nego-

tiations be created. Thc following conditions have been adopted by the African National
Congress (ANC), the people of South Africa, and the Organization of African Unity in
Zimbabwe on August 21, 1989.

The present regime should, at the very least:

o release all political prisoners and detainees
unconditionally and refrain from imposing
any restrictions on them,;

o lift the bans and restricrions on all persons
and organizations.

e remove all troops from the townships;

e end the state of emergency and repeal gl
legislation, such as and including the Internal
Security Act, designed to restrict political
activity;

® end press censorship; and,

e cease all political trials and political
executions.

: "‘?‘.’."‘:‘: "'":'.‘.‘,' "‘F‘F "'F"i,' "@‘ ' i =% _ These measures are necessary to

produce the conditions in which
free political discussion can take
place - an essential condition to
ensure that the people themselves
participate in the process of re-
making their country. These

g measures hsted above should

produced by the Capital District Codtmn
 Against Apartheid and Racism
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AFRICAN STUDENT'S ASSOCIATION

Invites You To

D A-ID - Y
AFRICA]
STYLE" /

~ome, enjoy our culture with us

Friday(October
SU Y Albany

Jance to
African, Caly bs0, Latm

AND HOU oE SI

CaSh Bar & Free Buffet
Drawing of Raffle For CODCAAR Namibia Campaign
Doors open at 2:00 pm
Donations - $ 3.00 for Students with ID

S 4.00 for all others
Proper |ID Required For Drinks

Donations to the raffle courtesy of
Earth’'s Beauty Supply, Phi Beta Sigma SUNYA Chapter, Taishi Florists and
The Sitar Restaurant

AFRICAN STYLE PARTY AFRICAN STYLE SA FUNDED PARTY AFRICAN STYLE PARTY AFRICAN




~atastrophic surtax

To the Editor:

I read “Catastrophic coverage” Oct. 13 and
Catastrophic losers” Oct. 30 and realized
our writer has an obsession. He wants the
eniors to pay a surtax.

The writer says “fair enough but the idea
i+ e tax is hardly new.” I know his
“no & ge of the catastrophic law is limited
but he should know “user” by definition is
“one who uses." Use the Thruway, pay the
Ise tax. etc. A surtax is “an extra tax on
omething already taxed.” Where is the

nalogy between the two? Millions of non-
sers would pay.

For your information, medigap premiums
iready have soared approximately 133
sercent. Carriers raised their rates during
he first and second quarters of 1989. The
‘atastrophic law was in effect al the time.
fhe law that was supposed to reduce
nedigap rates drastically. Mr. Writer, tha
part of the law also was flawed I'm sure that
new increases will come and the blame be
placed somewhere, probably on the seniors.
rising costs, Congress. or whatever can bear
the traffic.

The sleight of hand was done by Congress
The law transferred many services paid for
by the state from Medicaid to catastrophic,
saving millions. The surtax would finance
these changes. Did you think it fair to apply
the 1989 $6 billion surtax surplus to the
federal budget deficit as planned by Con-

fm? The poor certainly would not benefit
rom this. .

There is much more to this issue than the
surtax rebellion. The problem is the Medi-
care program. Insurance companies are
goug'  “e public. A 133 percent raise in one

ear . .eyond comprehension. Had it not

Len for the senlors raising the truth, this
law's flaws never would have come to light,

GEORGE J. BREIGLE

West Sand Lake

Article praised

To the Editor:

I would like to express my sincere -
albeit belated — g lation for the
excellent job that Whitaker did in
Titian the Sept, 26 Science article entitled,

Letters to the Editor
Sunday Times Union

Box 15000
Albany, N.Y. 12212

Brief letters will be edited least,
although all letters are subject to
editing for taste and accuracy.
Include daytime phone number.
Only letters written specifically to
The Times Union will be u —_
and only If the writer's name can
also be published.

Whalen overpraised

To the Editor:

Mayor Tom Whalen should not get credit
he does not deserve. The appointment of
John Dale as chief of police should not
“appease” anyone. In addition, the appoint-
ment should not diffuse any criticism of

‘Mayor Whalen and his response to charges of
‘police brutality levied against the mayor's

police department.

Why wouldn’t Dale 1«! the appointment”?
He is eminently qualified, he came up
through the ranks, he was next in line and he
was the logical choice.

I the mayor had not appointed John Dale
to the position he would have had a lot of
explaining to do. The appointment does not
get the mayor off the . Getting rid of
abusive police might.

VERA MICHELSON

Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism
Albany

No fan of Ralph'’s

To the Editor;

I have read Ralph Martin's column for the
last time. I am bored with his negative
approach, which I attribute primarily to
trying to stimulate controversy. His articles
are filled with untruths, especially the recent
one on education.

ANTHONY RICCOBONO

m

Pro-choicers targeted

To the Editor:

Regarding the 2,000 names published in a
recent centerfold as part of an ad by Planned
Parenthood, I thank you and them for this
service. It will be much easier now to choose
doctors in other fields, organizations, etc. in
which to place my trust and loyalty.

Such an ad is somewhat dismaying when
one thinks of all the tragedies in this world
and all the social good that needs to be done
It appears that the only one to benefit from
this is the newspaper which rightfully will
profit from selling its space.

Of 2l the things one might be remembered
for and known for, I find it difficult to
understand why someone would want to

irresponsibility and the taking of &
m'fm.cmu&’xmm%m

of those who signed would be willing to live
with an abortion law that allowed abortion
for the life of the mother, rape, incest or girls
under 137 The numbers are not complete
since are not required but records
compiled by the state long have shown
several thousands abortions performed an-
nually over the six-month gestation period
A little self-control, a little more parental
responsibility and a little less extra-marital
relationships certainly would go a long way
in cutting the “need” for a . The “me”
people not only are taking the life of our
most innocent, they ultimately will be found
to have done themselves in as I, for one,
believe they ultimately will be responsible
for all our actions. And, I might add, only
2,000 names?
LOUISE C. ALBERTSON
West Coxsackie

Farley thanked

To the Editor:

For a long time we have wanted (o
publicly thank state Sen. Hugh T. Farley for
his great interest and help in the struggle to

guurve Grant Cottage in Mt McGregor,
llton, and hope this is the proper way to do
it

We believe the cottage to be one of our
stale’s most valuable sites, and we shall
always be grateful to the senator.

FRANK and JEANNE JONES
.Ballston Spa

The writers are volunteer tour guides at
Grant (nttase




Sponsored by The Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism

"Stop Police Abuse: Do the nght Thmg
. . « @ community forum to address the over rzpresmtaﬂ'on of
Blacks and other minorities from Albany County in the state

fpmon system and the ongoing praé[em of police abuse as a
actor

.

10 % of the Black male population
in Albany County is in the state

Speakers:

Alice Green

prison system; and yet Blacks
represent only 4% of the entire
county.

The rate of incarceration is 12 times
higher for Blacks than Whites in
Albany County.

South Africa has the highest rate of
incarceration of Blacks among all
nations - and Albany County' s rate

is 4 imes higher than that of South
Africa.

Executive Director, NY
Civil Liberties Union

Terence L, Kindlon
Attorney, mvesngated the police

drug sweeps at the Greyhound
bus station

William Payne
Private Investigator and former
Albany police officer

William Benton
Clinical Supervisor/Alcoholism
Services, Whitney M. Young
Health Clinic

Saturday, December 2, 1989
Arbor Hill Community Center
150 Lark Street, Albany
from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
(doors open at 1:00 pm)
light refreshments and Meragcs will be provided

Call 434-4037 for more information

8 provect of the Social Sustice Center
dh&w domated




pital District Coalition Against Apartheld & Racism

Box 3002. Pine Hills Station; Albany, New York 12203
- A Project of the Social Justice Center

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Struggle,

Our Sincere and deep thanks to you for the support you have given to the Capital
District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism since our beginnings in 1981. As you know, the
struggle against apartheid and racism goes on. It has been your generosity in time,
money and other resources which has made it possible for the coalition to continue the
work., BuUl the MG e ) NS Counin D QO 10Iewore., | e ; 1

: Q e C
noyement ior change o . adication and long
ARSI el .|

MM . COMIT tment of many pec 1€ Yg _
nity organizations and individuals. We are

We are a coaqlition of several commu
currently involved in many projects including:

¥ an educational campaign around the issues of police and racist violence in New York
State

5" membership on the Albany Community Relations Board

%" educational forums and study groups on apartheid, Namibia, South Africa and the
Frontline States of Southern Africa

% membership in the Northeast Southern Africa solidarity Network - a network of anti-
apartheid organizations in a twelve state region

I&” solidarity work for the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa and the South
West Africa People's Organization (SWAPQ) of Namibia

5" a legislative campaign for sanctions against South Africa and for U.S. diplomatic
recognition of the legitimate government of Angola and an end to U.S.A. aid for UNITA

%" support for the Mass Democratic Movement in South Africa
I[¥ an ongoing commitment to strengthen and expand the movement in this country
L& a monthly newsletter mailed to approximately 1,000 people and organizations

As a recipient of the monthly newsletter, you are aware that there have never been
dues to be a member of the coalition. Until now, money we have raised to do the work
has come from fundraisers, mail appeals and other donations. However, we are now
asking you to renew your commitment fo the struggle by accepling the enclosed
membership card and paying a yearly membership fee of $5.00. Of course, any larger
contribution will be gratefully accepted since the needs of the anti-racist, antl-apartheid
movement are great. The receipt of your dues will insure continued mailing of the
newsletter and announcements of coalition events. (We have no paid staff so all funds go
directly to organizing efforts, education, printing and postage.)

Thank you for your continued support.
In solidarity,

M(/i/ia 7&4&%40’2*1 } Y hordrn

Vera Michelson, Merton Simpson
Co-chairpersons




Capital District Coalition Agcainst Apartheld & Racism l
Box 3002. Pine Hlils Station
Albany, New York 12203

Enclosed is §

Yearly Membership Dues for the Coalffion are S500 (More wif he greatly apereciote)

Name:
Address
City _ State
Phone #

Make Checks Payable fo:
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism

Mall fo:
Box 2003. Pine Hills Station; Albany New York 12203 in the enclosed Envelope
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olice
racism
alleged

Too little Change,

city activists say .

By Christoper Ringwald
Staff writer .

ALBANY - Civil-rights activists
charged Saturday that neither. in-
creased recruitment and hiring of

minorities nor department-sponsored
sensitivity training has diminished

racism among city police.

The war on drugs is being used, said
Alice Green, executive director of the
New York Civil Liberties Union, “as
camouflage to keep up the destruction
of black people.”

Green spoke at a forum on police
abuse and the high proportion of.
Albany minorities in state

e

wit 60 people attmded the event,
msored by the tal District.
Coalition Against A and Rac-’

ism and held at the Arbor Hill
Community Center. |

cluickly reviewed institutional
rncbm a legedly perpetrated by po-
lice, courts and prisons. She noted
dramatic increases in incarceration’
among blacks after slavery was oul-
lawed, saying that imprisonment and
capital punishment were simply ha- i
rassment and lynchings carried on by v
other means.

The majority of state prisoners — u :
percent ~ are minorities, according tng
statistics the coalition based on state.

Co:h:f Correctional M&:
res. on figures indicate i
gli“cb in Albany County are arrested )
at a rate five times that of whites.

Of the county's 285908
counted in the 1980 U.S. census, 1

me all said, was the
versial use by p & profile of the
7 skaman. R

£

f

Lo L7

Though not a designated spokesman,
Lt. Robert Grebert, an officer assigned
to the city police detectives unit,
wondmd why no one from the depart-

was mvited He cited dramatic
in hiring of minorities ~—

.which panel members noted — and a .

program fto help them take civil- -

“Ihnvuproblmwlthmmyu{lhe
things said here,” Grebert remarked
afterward. Countering charges of a
failure to discipline racially abusive
officers, Grebert said, “A lot more than
two officers have been disciplined.”

Though he was working Saturday,
Grebert said he attended the session

I pen SIS

“because | read about it and was
interes

He and Kindlon, who investigated an
alleged pattern of racially based
arrests at the Greyhound bus station in
downtown Albany, exchanged some
barbs over the guilt of the suspects
arrested and the mercenary instincls
of attorneys.

Kindlon admitted that most had
pleaded guilty, albeit to reduced
charges, but maintained that racism
still directed many police decisions on
the streets.

“Avoiding the problem is not just a
matter of avoiding drugs,” Kindion
said. "The war on drugs is being used
as an excuse for this sort of conduct ™

Among steps to eliminate insitution-
al racism, Green said, was replacing
the existing Community-Police Rela-

ttons Board, which she claimed “does '
nothing " =

Hampering efforts of the board, said _
Vickie Smith, a member of the board
as well as the coalition, was that few, if *
any, citizens attend meetings. “ltl
yery frustrating,” she said, 7

The 15-member board handles com-
plaints about police behavior and
policy, which are then in ted by |
the department’s internal s sﬁ;-1
Green also called for “serious |

vention efforts” in fighting dnlgam

“We have to take responsibility for..
our children and make It unacceptable
lo use these things,” said §impson. He
also said the legacy of slavery and
racism was a high level of domtic
abuse among blacks and other q&lf
destructive behavior,

One of the more immediate :teYA
suggested was providing a camera

(ity Court for defense lawyers to} '
photograph clients they t were s -

”CG,. =

luliﬂi‘.“
\-—-—-—-—-—h-ﬁ—-n--‘\--dﬁﬂ

beaten or abused while in, po]!ce
\ -

custody.
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MALIGNING
WOMEN

TOHEAR FORMER NEW YORK
siate frooper Robert O Bennet! tell
things are getting rough for men when
cpely i longer tolerates symbaols of
VIO TIOE AREINET W

Kentet o Moy fo 8 dn B wiar
tor rape. Bennett higraed hy predilems on
the warnen s tovernen? suggesiing that
fermmsm has croated a climate in which a
woman can frame a man on rape ¢harges
and get awae with i

Bt the 36 vear old Bennett who chiims
he was the wicthim of such & frame-up weni
furthey choosing o eather bigyrey
thastration of his point He rederred to the
surcesstul presaure brough! by area
terminasts on Prive Chopper supermarkets
to et it of & loge in which a woman’s head
was being spht open by an ax (The head
was supposed (0 represent a stlver dollar 3

St bike that a man doesn’t have
anvihing to stand on” Beanet! was guoted
Ay |AVING 1 cogr!

The supermarket chain
cimreerny of the Alhanvy ares l"?l,"[.‘:f" o the
Nufion T 'Wornet iNOW?

Price Chopper's
THCe Prograr two vesrs
Cring that the campaign was

Boweed o thy

g1 Chrptiatnes

intended to combat prepadcr femnsts
thengght the ax dogo inaporopriate
according to Cared Reichert, board membset
of the chapier

“The ax dovsn't mean a whole Jo bt it i
a symberl " saad Rewhert, who observed
"It's interesting that it's something
Bennett felt so strongty ahos?

“What's & man to do if b can't bhest s
woman im Lhe head?” she acofiod Wi
can b besh oo the head

LH A more aevone sote Foo et
remarked ahout Bennett, A jury has fognd
b guilty not ondy of the actua! crime of
rape but of abusing tus authority When
somaone who is an authority figure sbuses
hig offlce and then laments the fact that
demonstrations of violence againit women
are no longer accepted, 1t makes it that
much worse "'

Mawde Easter. commenting on behalf of
the Women's Building, said the group
applauds the courts taking rape serioosly
and welcomes changes in community
athtudes from court decisions o “svmboly
actions’’ like the Price (hopper logo
change

Feminiam may indeed have besss rough
on Bennett, whose probiems wod women
apparently predate the current case for
which he was sentpaced - the rape and
sotomy of a B0.year-oid ¢ r..‘-!}tﬂf' prifessor
he stopped on the Northway in 1088

i 198R. accordimy 1o published reports
Hennett was suspended for 90 davs from

the state police force for allegedly
haraswng s gwrlinend . AT the same time his
wite ¢harged hm i Famidy Court with
phymcal abuse

The state palice, for their part, are
distancing themseves as much as poasihie
frowmn any statements made by Bennett, who
lost his trooper statos on his conviction
Asked whether state troopers are trained in
penaitivity to wormen and minorities, a
department spokesman said various types
of mensitivity traiving are given at the State
Police Academy

“We don't consider his [ Bennett's]
remarks to be anything other than the
remuarks of a person who's been convicted
of & felony and s shing out 2l anvone who
b can lash out ot sutd troopes Ed Dver,
public information officer with the New
York State Police 4t Troop 6

HOUSING
START

ALTHOUGH ALBANY'S COMMON
Counctl pansed the city's 1990 budge!
Maoncday without any allocstion for
affordable bousing, area housing sdvorates
are bopetu! Por the fivst time the city &
serinisly examining sffordable housing as a
budge! wsue. due 1o mounting pressure by

FRIDAY. DEC. 8

Meeting Ammm;‘hh&mm
Deswnstgtes Mertmg Roes, Seratogs
Public Library, Brosdway, mmm
R PR e on the agonds inchete o teview
| ol the Now 34 anti-hur maaech s Ay,
- panning for additiona) suth-far svents, &

2 wmﬂm#wmm
el

Forums, lectures, meetings, rallies and pther

TUESDAY, DEC, 12

area Citipens’ grompy

In Otober, housing advorates hlasted
the city's plan to alboegie 5 mathew 1 T
1990 budge! 1o renovatione 4t the Al
Musucrpal Golf Course while sponding
nothing on affordahle housig . and
demarncded that the city maton the golt
atlocation with funds for Bekesivg As
autlined by Roger Markovics of the | nted
Tenanty if Athany - which has coordinated
the progposa! along with the Hrorme oo
Action Committee and the Hunger
Orvgarining Progest— funds were regpests
fou the fotlowing progects $1 million for
sngle roimm eecupanes hogsing
§1.25 mithion for 30 twis tos three-beed o
faenily urats, $600 000 for goquisitions of
vacan! building and vacant land that couid
be renovated and developest $100 00 (o
an moreased city staft 1o handle
administration of these prowcols aoed
’\50.&!]' for an eviction {rreventiog
aned at ansisbng tenants who are o 3t
to make rent payments due o short eem
svomamic difficulities

Inatend of voting on the propasal as
the coancil opied to further sramine (h
wsue before taking a stand

“The origival proposal is b kong o
detatl,” sasd Joseph Buechs, ( ommos
Council president pro tem ©We couldn
consder it because of a bk of
iformation '

Buechs, bowever added that the comps!
8 in the process of digesting inframation
i an attempt to " figure ot what diree e
to take” in dealing with tw affordable
honasing wssue in Afhany

""We recognize that there 1 2 pirehle ey
Huechs sad ' Niow we have Lo fhare vyt
the most a;mr:ﬁrmw way 1o sabve 1

Demna DeMaria of the Home oo At
Comnmitiee saxt that members of 0
Commen Counci! have aiready me: with
reprosentatives Irom variogs housing
advocacy groups 10 discuss the s 4
sand that another meeting i planned for
Dec. 11 And although the propeosal was not
comnsidered for the budige! at last Mondas <
coundil meeting, DeMaria and her follow
bousing sdvocates are hopeful that the way
has beer paved for future progress

“It's a pomsstive development tha! the
Common Council has boen lonking mio the
esue and oweting with us as well as othes
commitiees " DeMarw said “P'm
concerned about the direction they mught
take, but al the same time. | feel there's
some hope '

o Bunnn Mehalick

THE COLOR
OF JUSTICE

WHENEVER ALICE GREEN ASKS A
group of Afvican Amencans how many
have fnends or relatives they have whi've
been arrested or imprizoned, a
disgroportionate number rame their hands

They did so Saturday at an Arbor Hill
commmunity forum on police abuse
sponmored by the Capita! Distret Cioglition
Against Apartheid sod Raciare

"M you have a son, a brother s hushand
oy 3 friend,” obmerved Green legislative
director of the New York Civil Liberties
Linion who was & panelist gt Saturday s
event, ""vhances are if he is walking on the
streets of Abbany - it doesn't matter how
he's dressed - if he is black chances are be's
gomng to e stopped by police

Green's assertions, amd the show of
hands. are supported by some startling
Alany County-wide statistics. where the

1
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rate of black arreats s five times that of
whites and where nearlv 52 peroent of
people sent In prison are black --sven
thaugh hlacks make up only 3 percent of
the connty populatson (19 600 eyt of

JR6 H0M

The figures. coflected from the state
departmernts of Crminal fostice Services
and Correctional Services and distributed
by the coalition, indicate that close to
10 percent of the black maie popalstion is
imprisoned every vear and that blacks go
1o il 10 times maore often than whites

What the farares don't show s that
AThany Coumty ranks second only to
Munhattan in rate of minority
incarcerations for New York counties with
mare than 106 000 people That's
according to James Murphy, executive
dhrector of the Coalition on Criminal
lustice, who gathered them from somwe of
the same sources

In Janpary 1989 actording to Marphy
Albany County had a rate of 1 515
minorites i prison per 100 0G0
population - highey even than the Bronx
whose rate was | 274

Even South Africa— where racism w
lewatly sanctified - has a rate one third of
that with 5G4 minonty incarcerahons per
10 500 according to Murphy . wha noted
that Albany County's rate had nsen to
I B84 ae of thie past June

The quality of legal representation
avariable to Blacks ar compared 1o wintes
whites’ greater acoess to drug
rehabilitation services and vanous forms of
“pubtle exglasion’ of blisck peopte—such ax
thewr abwence from Albany s "ald boy"
network —all contribute to these
disproportional retes, Murphy said

UIt's not onty overt racismn. he sad. it's
also the fact that imprisonment s often
tmes tied to whether vou have a public
defender who mav only be able tospend X
amoynt of Ume on the case as opposed o a
private attormney

Anvone who still assumes that the
differences are due to whiles committing
less werious crimes than blacks should
study the rate at which whites are offered
alternatives to incarceration compared to
minovities. Whites are 1.5 to 1.7 fimes as
likeiy as minorities to get probation for
felony offenses. For example. in 1987 (the
most recent viear for which Murphy had
figures) therr were 54 percent more whites
on felony probation (509) than 1n prison
(3213 in contrast, there were ¥ 4 times as
many blacks in prison (345) as on protation
{143)

Actording to Green. prisons have nhow
hecome s0 integral 16 the economies of
some communities that they must depend
upon black and Hispanic males for their
survival, and currently rely on the specter
of drugs toward that end. At the same fime,
she contended, the idea of rehabilitation
hais been replaced by warehousing.

“"Often tones they [ex-inmates | come
back worse than they were when they left."”
she said *“They learn to be angry because
the system raakes them angry '

- Rekha Hasu

ALBANY MEDICAL CENTER
officials say the hospital i simply trying to
provide & service 1o the community, but
local environmental groups counter that the
venter is trading air quality for cash.

The medical center burns abogt 70,000
pounds of its ows medical and nonmedical
wasie in ils incinerstor each week. For
more than a year now, the hospital has been
burning an additional several thousand
pounds of medica! waste from outside
medical facilities

Until recently. New York state law did
pot require that hospitals report their
indinerator emissions. State guidelines now
mandate that hospitals install pollytion
contrisls and be tested for pmissions once a
vear Tohelp pay the $700,000 price for
those modifications—which must be in
place by 1992 the medical center has been
negotiating a deal with Browning. Ferrs
Industries (BFD), a Houston-based firm and
the largest waste hauler in the Capital
Region.

nder the agreement, BFT would prepay
500,000 to the medical center for the right
to tramaport 25 000 to 30,000 pounds of
autside medical waste to the hospital's
mcinerutor each week (ur the next five
vears That proposed agreement has citisen
and environmental groups up in arms.

“Thts is an instunce " suye Lava Levine
of Athany Waork on Waste, " of a heaith
institution buying their emissions control
with our air '

Opponents of the agreement — which
would reguire that the hospital burm waste
fomr 1o 5ix eore hiours 8 day—aay that the
incteaned burning, coupled with incinerator
emissions al other hospitals in the
immediate area. could severely affect air
quality i the neighborhood

Claude D Rounds, vice president of plant
management at the medical center, savs
that the new pollution controls are intended
to ankure air M:L

"Both now and the future,"’ he says,
““there needs to be an accepled disposal of
medical waste At this time, the only
acoeplable disposal method 1n New York
state is incineration '

Revisions of state Department of
Environmental Conservation guidelines tn
recent years have required that doctors,
dentists, funeral directors, hospitals—any
producer of medical waste - diapose of the
waste almost exchusively by incineration

“Doctors and funeral directors formerly
dropped their waste in the trash can,'' says
EnCon's Wally Senntag. who wrote the
state's new hospital incinerator guideiines
“Something has to be done to deal with
waste in the area '

Opponents of the medical center's
proposed contract with BF] have alaso
guestioned the waste hauler's
environmental and legal track record.
Ahcia Culver of the New York Public
Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) points
st that BFT has violated anti-trust law and
Culver expresses concern that BF1 could
attempt to expand the medicsl conter
operstion once it got its foot in the door
She characterizes BF1's environmental

attempl to cut down on its use of plastics
mmmmmw.@m

“'We do have a game plan for recycling
some of our wasie "’ says Rounds "We
intend to recycle cardbuard, for instance,
and we're looking a1 doing a waste audit [A
waste audit is one of the measures
environmentalists are calling for at the
medical center. ]| The use of disposables is a
major part of bealth care in this country
And it's not purely economic. There are
also implicstions concerning infectious
control '’

Rounds adds that the hospital must
periorm a risk-assessment study on s
modified incinerator for EnCon Opponents
are caling for a more extensive heaith
study of the cumulative effects of all
incinerators i the area, but Rounds says
“we are concentrating on what we have to
doat Albany Medica! Center.”

“It would certainly make some sense
says Sonntag of EnCon, for howpitals to
consider other incinerators in the area
when modeling their own_ (Presently, three
hospitals in close proximity to the medical
center operate incinerators-- St Peter's
Hospital, the Albany Department of
Veterans' Affairs Medical Center and
Child's Hospital )

Citizens’ concerns about mcreased
burning in their neighborhood has rased
the imsve of a centralised incinerstor that
woukd serve the entire region. The concept
i & common aiternabive to dilemmas like
the medical center’s, but a regions]
intinerator could create more problems
than it solves.

“'Regional incinerators are ke
motherbood. "’ says Sonntag. “'Everyone
likes the idea—except for the neighborhood
where it's going to be built ™

— Mike Goudrean

FOR THE FIRST TIME, THERE IS
hope that Albany County will consider »
private group's proposal to preserve the
okhuemﬁwmdurh
19th-century in the city of Alhany
The bulldings, at Division and Green
strests near the Knickerbocker Arena,
were scheduled for demolition until
Historic Albany Foundation filed a lawsut
last June seeking to compel the county to
comply with the city of Albany's Histerc
Resources Commassion Ordinance and the
state Environmental Quality Review Act.
The move lemporarily saved the buildings.
pendmg resclution of the case

Last Friday, in discussions between
attorneys for both sides i the chambers of
state Supreme Court Justice Paul
Cheeseman, the county maintained it had
never formally declined 1o go before the
Historic Resources Commission The
foundation then indicated it would drop its
suit if the county would agree to prepare sn
environmental impact statement and
submit it to the comeussion.
Meanwhile, foundation executive
director Lynn Dunning: Vaughn took ssue
with County Exevutive Jim Coyne's
assertion in last week's METROLAND
that “no one kas come along o preserve”
the buildings. “"We had over the
course of the last six i 1o sit down
with the county,” Dunming. Vaughn said.
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T e 7 Days A Vs
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208 Troy-Scherectady Rd  Latham
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Prize Winming Jeweln
Desygmer ai Noon £ 3 PM
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