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NOTICE. 

jo due to the Committee and to the public to state thus explicitly in advance the 

fact, that the following report was prepared at intervals between other pressing and 

important engagements; that much of the material out of which it has been framed 

was with great dificuity and labor extracted from (in some instances) e..ceedingly 

vague avd unsatisfactory statistics; and, although our constant desire and endeavor 

has been to render our statements as accurate as the nature of our information 

would allow, still we can hardly hope, in the short pericd that we have devoted to 

this subject, among so many figures, to have escaped occasional errors. We can 

only say, if errors have crept in, that they are purely the result of accident. How- 

ever, on this point we feel less tenacious, as we have given to every one, in eur synop- 

sis, an. opportunity of proving our statements. The Committee regret that a complete 

set of the reports of the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, from 1832 to 1847, were 

not received in season to be published in their place, and we trust that the voluminous 

character of the present report will be received as a sufficient apology for our not 

inserting them as an appendix. At some future time perhaps the omission :aay be 

supplied. 

The following is a correct statement of all the reports of the different prisons that 

have been received by the Association :— , 

Massachusetts, 1833 to 1846; Pennsylvania, Western Penitentiary, 1838 to 1846; 

do. Eastern Penitentiary, 1845 and 1846; Ohio, 1846; Tennessee, 1846; Maryland, 

1838 and 1839; Rhode Island, 1844; Maine, 1843 to 1846; Georgia, 1845 and 1846; 

Connecticut, 1844 to 1846: New Hampshire, 1845 and 1846; Michigan, 1845 and 

1846; New Jersey, 1846; Kentucky, 1845 and 1846; Mississippi, 1¢41 to 1846+ Ver- 

mont, 1843 to 1846; Virginia, 1845 and 1846; Arkansas, 1846; District of Colum- 

bia. 1846; New York, 1846. 

Persons having copies of reports not above enumerated, will confer a substantial 

favor upon the Association, and perhaps subserve the cause of humanity, by sending a 

copy of each to the office of the Association. Besides the reports of prisons which have 

been received at our office, we are jndebted to Dr. S. G. Howe for a copy of his able 

report in favor of the separate system. To W. Parker Foulke, of Philadelphia, and the 

editors of the Boston Daily Advertiser for a copy of George Sumner’s letter to the 

mayor of Boston, in relation to prisons on the separate system in France, and to Thar- 

low Weed, Esq., of Albany, for a report of the trustees of the Albany county prison, 

recommending prisons on the separate system as models for imitation, we respectfully 

tender our thanks. 

N. B. Those prisons disposed to adopt the form of tables recommended in the report 

of the Prison Discipline Committee, can be supplied with books on the same terms that 

~sameller articles can be purchased elsewhere, by sending their orders to the agent of the 

Association, 15 Centre street. . 
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REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PRISON DISCIPLIN 

To tae Executive Committee oF THE Prison ASSOCIATION : 

Tar Committee on Prison Discipline report that, at the approach of their 
second anniversary, it is a source of heartfelt congratulation that the find 
themselves clothed with such legal powers as have enlarged the sphere of their 

operations, and will give force and efficiency to all their future proceedings 
Embarrassed as they were during the first half of the year by their ex cctant 
state, little more has been effected during the remaining portion than to examina 
the powers with which they have been intrusted, and so to organize as to 
hhegislatune. hereafter to carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the 

Immediately after the passage of the act incorporating the Association, the 
committee “pointed a sub-committee to devise and report a plan for the future 
action of the committee, which resulted in the adopti i : tion of 

resolutions, viz. :— ° of fhe Blowing 

1, Resolved, That a committee be appointed isi i i z to visit and inspect, in formi i 
the tables and questions prepared b His commi feo prisons at Sie Stag this i i i tebe a ete ions P ‘ p y committee, the State prisons at Sing Sing, 

2. Resolved, That a committee be a i isi i i ob ppointed to visit and inspect, in conformi i 
the questions and tables prepared by this committee, the several county prisons in the 

inst and Second Senatorial Districts. ° 
_ Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Prison Discipli i isi 7 8 scipline Co 

Penitentiary on Black well’s Island, by a sub-committee, every month, *o visit the 
cot Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Detention Committee to visit, by sub- 
rami ees, the city prisons and houses of detention, once every month. vy 
of ch cesolved, That the committees so visiting and inspecting shall report the results 
ef eir visits and inspections, and that their reports be placed on file, and a digest of 

em pe prepared for the annual report. , gee 
- Resolved, That all necessary expenses incurred b i i : ed, xred by the committees i 

pete ,oxaminations shall be defrayed by the Executive Committee: Provated thet 
° wo rst named on each sub-committee shall alone be entitled to their expenses 

possith eso. ved That for the purpose of extending our examinations to the greatest 
poseib re num ber of prisons, any member of thia committee who may be about to visit 
ace we oe iis State in which a prison is located, be requested to obtain a copy of the 

8 pre i iscipli i examination of sed pre *par y the Prison Discipline Committee, and volunteer an 

. Resolved, That the chairman of th i i _ Reso ie Executive Committee be ted to i any individend nl 1 requestet Invest 

authouty, real of this committee who may so volunteer, with the requisite 

and in the Presentation of the form of tables which have been used in reporting 
ur examinations of county and State prisons.* The examinations of but com- 

* See the Report of Brooklyn County Prison for the Tables complete.  
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paratively few of our prisons satisfactorily proved to the committee that no uni- 

form method of reporting prison statistics has ever been adopted; that in many 

county prisons no record at all, except the keeper’s account for board, or per- 

chance the filing of the commitment, has been preserved ; and that the whole 

matter is in such a state of disorder and confusion that it is absolutely necessary, 

if any variety and uniformity of facts is to be obtained, that tables should be 

prepared, which should embrace all the information which it is desirable should 

< become a matter of record. 

Prepared as the committee were for this state of things in our county prisons, 

and among, in many instances, self-educated keepers, they were totally unpre- 

pared for the more astonishing fact that the medical attendants of our larger 

prisons, some of whom have three or four hundred different individuals under 

their charge during the year, should content themselves with the simple record 

of the name of the patient and the medicine ordered, thus throwing away the 

“fairest opportunity that could offer of solving the great question of the influence 

2of prison life upon disease, thus addin to the stock of human knowledge, and 

perhaps directing attention to those changes in diet, clothing, and accommoda- 

‘ions, which may interest their health and chances of life. 

To remedy these two evils, the committee 

a copy of which they hav 
that they might be adopte 

prisons and those having the authority in o! 

prepared the following tables, 

© sent to every county in the State with a request 

d; and they would here suggest to the keepers of 

ther States, whether it would not be 

advisable, for the purposes of comparison, that they should be generally intro- 

h much care, and though they 
duced. These tables have been prepared wit 

may not be the best that can be devised, it is believed that their uniform adop- 

tion throughout the United States would render them superior to anything that 

has yet been presented, and would afford a mass of comparative statistics on 

the subject of penology of incalculable value. ‘T'o insure the general adoption 

of this or some similar method of recording, we would suggest whether the 

keepers of our prisons should not be required by legislative enactment to keep 

such a record, and we would respectfully invite the Legislatures of other 

States to adopt a similar plan. The further operations of the committee have 

been principally confined to the collection of the reports of prisons throughout 

our country, to the formation of a library, and prison inspections. At an early 

stage in our progress, it seemed to us highly important that, if possible, we 

should collect the several reports of each of our prisons, so that we might on 

all occasions have reliable data to which we might refer; and this necessity is 

rendered more apparent by a recent attack, from a distinguished quarter, upon 

the reports of a sister society. All our endeavors, however, have as yet been 

but partially successful, and we subjom a list of all the reports we have 

received, so that individuals having reports of any of our institutions, not included 

in the annexed catalogue, may, if they feel disposed to further the objects of 

the association, forward a copy to the office of our agent. R
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The by-laws of the Executive Committee impose upon the department of 
Prison Discipline a wide and extended field of action, comprising Health, Refor- 
mation, Financial System, Administration and Supervision, Comparison of 
Prison Systems, and Reforms and Visitation. 

HEALTRE. 

First in the order is health, in examining which we must have regard to the 
different agents which exert an influence upon it, such as diet, dress, cleanliness, 

heat, ventilation, exercise, employments, and medical treatment. 

Upon the general subject, we shall merely state that a patient examination 
of this matter tends to confirm the opinion already hypothetically expressed, 
that notwithstanding the moral effects of imprisonment, “regular habits, sim- 

ple diet, comfortable clothing, proper alternation of rest and labor, and freedom 
from great mental excitements, have the effect, at least upon the wayward 

subjects of prison discipline, rather to increase than diminish their chances of 
life.” We know that this opinion is contrary to the experience of Europe, 
and apparently disproved in many instances by the statistics of our own prisons ; 

nevertheless, the causes for this discrepancy are in most cases so apparent, and 
so evidently the results of maladministration of discipline and the laws of 
health, that, in the face of such facts, we are constrained again to call attention 

to this subject, and to invite for it the serious consideration of those interested 

in the improvement of prison discipline. Its solution is a matter of the highest 

importance to the cause of humanity, as, should it be satisfactorily established, 
it would necessarily Jead to important meliorations of the management and con- 
struction of our prisons. Our object is not to advance theories, but to establish 
truths; and having again brought this subject to the notice of the Executive 

Committee, we shall dismiss it with the remark that the Inspectors of the 
Massachusetts penitentiary, in their last report, even go so far as to say that, 

irrespective of all circumstances, the chances of life in their prison are greater 
than they are among the surrounding population. 

Drier. 

When we reflect how important an influence diet has upon the happiness as 

well as health of man, that with many it seems to be almost the aim and end 
of existence, it is not surprising we should find it one of the most frequent 
causes of complaint among prisoners. Arrested by the stern messenger of law 
in a career of indulgence to which they were prompted perhaps by the seduc- 
tive pleasures of the table, shut out from the excitements of the world, the 

whole aim of their being seems ta be concentrated upon the one point of eating 

and drinking. The gratification of this appetite, however, forms no part of pun- 
ishment ; and thus is it that, while it is the duty of the State to provide good 
and wholesome food, there is no design to cater for indulgence. No doubt that 
generally these complaints originate in the unreasonable expectations and 
desires of the prisoners, sometimes perhaps through fear of making our prisons 

too comfortable, but not unfrequently, we believe, in the neglect of officers, or 

in the cupidity of contractors. Recent investigations have shown that while 
the State pays for prime articles, unwholesome and innutritious food is some- 

times provided, and that officers, whose duty it is to correct abuses of this  
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kind, are either negligent of their duty, or secretly connive at its continu 
ance. Besides the physical suffering thus induced, there is a moral wrong 
inflicted little im unison with the object of punishment. ‘What must be the 
effect on the convict, if by apathy, indifference, or design, a fraud is suffered to 

be perpetrated upon him of the same character as the crime for which he is 
punished. What is its teaching? But, aside from example, the State suffers ; 
for men who are deprived of a wholesome and nutritious diet are unable to per- 
form their accustomed laber, and thus the income of the prison is diminished. 

The opposite extreme, however, though not so much to be apprehen od, ie 
equally to be guarded against. It is natural that men shut out from tl °° di- 
nary excitements and pleasures of the world should fee} an uncontrollable csiro 
to gratify the only remaining source of enjoyment, and hence it is that w ne 
ever an opportunity presents itself, they are inclined to injure themselves by tao 
free an indulgence. In some instances this has been carried 80 far as to amount 
to absolute gluttony; and the physician of the New Hampshire prison, as may be 
seen from his letter inserted in another part of this report,* attributes an unpre- 

cedented state of disease and numerous deaths in that prison to this cause alone. 
However this may be, we have no question but many a prisoner’s nea is 
broken up and destroyed by excessive indulgences of this kind. Although it 
would be wrong to measure the capacity of all men’s stomachs by the same 
standard, still the extremes of repletion and inanition are equally to be avoided. 
In some of the prisons in this State we are persuaded, from an attentive exam- 

ination, that too little attention is paid to the alternations of diet and toa proper 
supply of vegetables. To this cause we are mainly to attribute the prevalence 
of scurvy, which attacked a large number of individuals in Sing Sing prison 
during the past summer, occasioning no inconsiderable pecuniary loss. i 

If, then, such are the results of an improper, insufficient, or badly-regulate 

diet, does not the public interest, as well as the prisoner's welfare, urge imme- 

diate introduction of some plan calculated to obviate these defects 7 And what 
plan more likely to be successful than the appointment of a resident physician, 
whose duty it should be to inquire inte and regulate this matter? But there 
are other weighty considerations which should press this matter on the atten- 
tion of those in authority, and we therefore join with the Committee of Inspec- 
tion of Mount Pleasant prison in recommending its speedy adoption. Any 
increase of expenditure which might be incurred, we are persuaded, would ne 
more than compensated by the increase of profits accruing from, what would 
undoubtedly follow, an increase of health and comfort. 

Dress. 

Many of the employments in our prisons are of that laborious character thet 
seems to require some discrimination, at least, in regard to the quantity a1 
clothing provided, and we believe individual cases of great hardship and su er 
ing are occasioned by a deficient supply. The quantity of clothing, like — 

supply of food, must be adapted to individual wants, and it would be equally 
eruel and unjust to regulate either by a fixed rule. Too little attention, we are 
persuaded, is given to this subject: thus it often happens that prisoners exhauste: 
by a hard day’s work, leave their over-heated workshops bathed in perspiration, 

* See under article Cumparison of Prison systems, the head New Hampshire, 1846. 
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and are exposed without sufficient addition to their clothing, first in the slow and measured tread of the lock-step to various manceuvres in the yard, bleak and stormy though it be, and are afterwards immured, without an opportunity to dry themselves, in cold and damp cells. Neither the safety of the convict nor the demands of justice require this; and though we would dep- recate that excess of sensibility which, in its efforts to elevate the condition of the felon, forgets the objects of his incarceration, still we believe that sound policy, the dictates of humanity as well as common Justice, require that health, and perhaps existence itself, should not heedlessly be the sacrifice of punishment. 

CLEANLINESS. 

The bath, although not so absolutely indispensable in winter as in sum- mer, is at all times refreshing, healthful, and invigorating, and many of the employments in our prisons are of such a nature that its frequent use is de- manded, both to insure self-respect and promote health; for who so lost ag not to feel still more degraded by personal uncleanliness, and what element can we employ more reformatory in its operation than the exaction of habits of personal neatness) To enc ourage such habits, our prisons should be provided with both warm and cold baths, and the prisoners required to use them once or twice a week. With the 
with an apparatus 
York that neither 

exception of Auburn, net a prison in the State ig provided 
of this kind; and it is a lasting disgrace to the city.of New 
at the penitentiary on Blackwell’s Island nor at the City Prison, whevo the facilities are great, and the necessity for its adoption more apparent than elsewhere, it is entirely neglected.* 

The use of tobac 

ducive to health as 
co, which but recently has become common, is as Jittle con- 

it is to cleanliness; and the filthy appearance of many of ‘ the cells in all our prisons, admonish ng that if its use is permitted, it should be so only under the most stringent regulations. 

This matter was 

ouly refer to the fac 

ject, a prison has s: 

Warmine axp VENTILATION. 

treated of so fully in our Jast annual report, that we shall 
t that, notwithstanding all that was then said upon the sub- 
ince been completed at Albany in such a manner that the ventilators, having an aggregate capacity of one thousand six hundred inches, empty themselves into the open air through a chimney of a capacity of only four hundred inches. This, to be sure, may be considered an improvement in prison architecture, as in most other prisons there is no ventilation at all. 

Exerciser. 

The only exercise allowed prisouers, besides their daily avocations, is the brief journey from the cells to the workshops and back again. ‘This, with those more actively emplo: 
with the tailors, file 

yed, such as the coopers and weavers, may be ample; but 
makers, shoemakers, and those pursuing other sedentary employments, opportunities for more general exercise seem necessary. In many, Wwe might say most county prisons, no provision at all is made for exercise; and in some cases, prisoners are for months together confined to their cells, without 

* Bathing-tubs have, we 

cient appropriation has no 
learn, been provided by the Commissioner of the Almshouse, but a suffi- ¢ been made to procure the requisite apparatus and fit for them use. 

16 

i 

~  
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air than such as can be obtained by walk- op / 

Until some better plan can be suggested, Table showing the Occupations previous to imprisonment of those committed in 
id —_— the following Prisons. 

any other opportunity for exercise or 

ing up and down its narrow limits. Sor : 

would it not be well that exercising yards, similar to those introduced at the o 

Bridewell in London, and other European prisons, be provided?   

Blackwell's Sing Sing, 
1846, Island, 1846. 
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Table continued. 

  Blackwell's Sing Sin, 
16.” Island, 1946. 
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cupations . .                       
  
To prevent an unnecessary extension of this Table, the remaining occupations are 

inserted in the following order :— 

Glass-bl ker, 1; Basket-makers, 7; Chi 

Fs comb-maker, ie “farriers, 33 paper-maker, 1; potters, 2 rope-makers, 
2; soldiers, 6; “tallow chandlers As tobacconists, 7 . 

Western Pexitentiarny.—Miner, 1; salesman, 1; wool-carder, 1; brewers, 2; uail- 
utters, 2; whip-maker, 1; circus rider, 1; pilots, 2; shingle-makers, 2; 

tool- -makers, 2; plasterers, 1. 

Mississipr1.—Glass-blower, 1; spinner, 1. 

Sine Sinc.—Of the following occupations 1 of each—Pilot, whip-maker, turner, agent, 
paper-hanger, gas-fitter, artist, confectioner, sealing-wax maker, police- 
man, rope-+ maker, umbrella-maker, comedian, looking-glass maker, leath- 
er-stainer, soap and tallow chandler, planter, sawyer, wig-maker, tobacco 
packer, ladder-maker, overseer, steward, soldier, boarding-house keeper, 

ock-| builder, engine-turner, gold-pen maker, broker, boot-crimper, coach- 
immer. Of the following occupations 2 of each——Carvers, milkmen, 

upholsterers, bar-tenders, porters, ship-carpenters, iron-founders, team- 
sters, market-men, store-keepers, g livery pers, 
sea captains, diamond-cutters. 

“AvzoRx.—Of the following « occupations 1 of each—-Ventriloquist, speculator, scythe 
er, , potter, preacher, 

oysterman, musician, wmillwright, horse-dealer, horse-racer, gilder, fire- 
man, fiddler, dye-sinker, drover, comb-maker, copper-piate printer, clock- 
maker, constable, book-keeper, auctioneer, coach-trimmer, spinner, las. 
terer, wool-carder, iron-founder; circus-riders, 2; farriers, 2 3 gamblers, 
3; manufacturers, 3; soldiers, 2; clothiers, 4, 

BuackweEtt’s Istanp.—Of the following 1 of each—Counterfeiter, brazier, morocco- 
dresser, alk , bra: mi 

New Jersey. 

a er, t 
ker, Seguraneken boot vorimper erp eaeoee, ® 3 riggers, 2; letter- 
carriers, 3; marble cutters, 2. 
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axe anaes . 
xe grinders and 

Basket-makers Polishers 
Blacksmiths 
Brick-yard . 
Barbers 
Brush-makers 
Blind 
Bakers + 
Band-box makers. . Canders (colored wornen) 

| | 

Garriage-shop . . 

Cool . 
Cabinet-makers. 
Chair-makers . 

pastavers and printers” . 
Founder 
Gmshop, or whitesmiths . Hatte 
Harnese-makers . : 
Hosp, attendants, nurses, etc. 
Tnvalids, sick, e 
Tron and brass ¥ workers 
Matri ese: makers 
Painter, . 
Quan 
Shoemakers | 
Seamstresses . 
Sulitary conf. and unemployed 

weav’g, & card’g wool 
utters 

Sewers (white women) 
Toning wheel makers 

Team hands 
Tool-grinders 
Tinsmiths 
Uses . 

ipuvlsterers 

Wheelwright, etc. | 
Vaite : 
ers, Te, MOssengors, Sweep * 
Woodsa ye 8, } Yard hands 2 mpers, ete.  
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Insaniry. 

The experience of snother year, and the accumulated testimony of all our 
i prisons, tends to confirm us in the opinion heretofore expressed, that sanity. 

even in prisons on the Associate or Auburn plan, is of much more frequ mt 
joccurrence than is shown by their reports. Another imstance a an insane pan 

. having been so severely whipped that it probably caused his eatl an ae 

days, has occurred; and the convict Stanton, of whom mention was ma te wn the 

: supplement to our last report, has, after nearly a year more o 8 ins °° fous 

eA] too insane even to be whipped inte propriety, and has accordingly been s 

> ithe oxnination of Auburn and Sing Sing resulted in the discovery of a 
number of cases of mental hallucination, produced ig most instances by mastur- 
bation. In fact, we saw but three or four cases, in either or both of hese prisons, 

that originated in any other cause. As coffee is said Party Stimulate 
the organs of generation, may not the use of it produce this na it, especie, hy 

in sedentary subjects? We cal] the attention of those in aut! ority * a : of 
We think the cause of humanity would be promoted, the discip' ine o! oo 

prisons improved, and all cause for complaint on account of harsh ‘reatmen a 
the part of keepers avoided, if a commission of lunacy, consisting ° emin at 

physicians, should be appointed to assist the medical officers of our m Be is in 

deciding upon cases in which there may be any reason for supposing th 
vidual insane. 

Merpican TREATMENT. 

Besides those genera! laws of hygiene which it has been our endeavor tp 
explain, we know of no treatment which is peculiarly applicable to ne pea ny 

prisoner. Imprisonment may, and undoubtedly does, have some ¢ ect the 
nature, seat, duration, and treatment of disease ; still this effect is no (So muck 
the subject of general laws as of specific acts, every case being more or less 
modified by surrounding circumstances. It is possible that afer fuller ap 
more authentic statements in relation to this whole subject are ans hed by 

the medical departments of our prisons, we shall be able to present to the » on i 
an array of new and interesting facts, which may totally change or greatly 

ify existing rules of practice. . 

mh following tables, shibiting the variety and kinds of disease most commen 
in our prisons, and the causes of death, are highly interesting an impo ants 

when considered in their relation to imprisonment, diet, exercise, emp loym “ 
etc. In making out these tables, we have followed the nosological Arrangemes * 

with slight variations, adopted by the Register-General of Engin + ane . p 
proved of by many of the most eminent professors and surgeons of ft at, eo ays 
among whom we may name Sir A. Cooper, and Sir H. Hal fourd. ve ave 
chosen this arrangement, not on account of any peculiar merits it may e sup 

posed to possess, of either u practical or scientific character, but simply Me me . 

duce a general uniformity in reporting the same facts, which shall ene ou 2 
compare like with like in the different countries. Thus we have a op e o 
most instances, both the general arrangement and the reported names ; ami "8 
always to select such words as will afford not only to the presessionst rea ie 

but to the public at Jarge, the most distinct and definite idea of the disease 
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scribed. The use of a variety of words, to express the same disease, gives rise to much confusion, and as distinct a notion of the particular fact cannot thus be conveyed ; indeed, so many advantages seem to us to follow from uniformity in this matter, that even a positively bad arrangement, universally adopted, seems to us preferable to one even unexceptionable, if only in partial use. The great ctiort of this committee and the Association, the one in which at present they cand do the most service, is to endeavor ta introduce uniformity, not only in the reports of disease and death, but in relation to every other fact which becomes a subject of record in prisons. 
Those conversant with the subject will perceive that, while preserving the same general arrangement with the Register-General of England, we have adopted the term zpnotic for that class of diseases reported by him as epidemic, endemic, or contagious, and have, under this name, distributed these diseases among the different organs or systems to which they seem respectively ta be~ jong. ‘This appeared to us to afford a more satisfactory view of the diseases of the different systems and organs than could be done by arranging them sepa~ rately, and still to retain all the fieilities for comparison. It has been, perhaps justly, objected to the plan prevailing in England, that a portion of the diseases reported as zymotic are almost always, in this country, sporadic. Thus we find croup, diarrhea, erysipelas, thrush, ete., set down among the zymotics— i.e. the epidemic, endemic, or contagious diseases. Now, although each of these diseases has been known to occur as a zymotic disease, yet the oceur- rence is so infrequent as to make this a matter of grave objection on the part of a sub-committee of the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh. The present arrangement, while avoiding some of the objections urged against the system adopted in England, retains all the advantages of their plan; as all the zymotics, under each system, can be readily united for comparison. In preparing this table of diseases in cur diferent prisons, it occurred to us that it might tend to uniformity in our future reports, and to more precise and definite ideas of the facts presented, if, in addition to the diseases reported for vur different prisons, we should add the: names of others, with which man is tost frequently afflicted, and invite for them the attention and consideration of the medical officers of our prisons, and ask, if they meet their approbation, thar they wiil use them, as far as practicable, in reporting the medical statistics of their hospitals. We have been induced to this course by observing, in the records of some of our prisons, entries of this kind—« complicated disease,” ‘inflamma- ton,” “decay,” « enlargement of the glands,” ete. :—terms so exceedingly vague #8 scarcely to convey any useful information. Now, had either of these terms been reported under any one of the classes, we should have a fixed fact, which Would be of some use. For instance, take the term inflammation :” if it had been reported under the « digestive system,” we should have known at least that this inflammation belonged to that system, and thus it would have assisted us in forming a correct comparison between the diseases of the digestive and other systems. But let us suppose that, instead of being reported as inflammation simply, the word stomach or intestines had been added, or the word gastritis or enteritis used, and it would have given great additional value to our record. tn reporting, however, the health of our hospitals, great judgment must be used to prevent an unnecessary multiplication of terms. ‘To avoid difficulties of this char- acter. we have reported many unimportant diseases, such as pain in the side, gas- tralgi Sastrodynia, etc., under the general head of «other diseases,” which we liave introduced under each system. Although unimportant facts may be thus reparted, whenever any of these diseases become sufficiently numerous to lead 
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to the supposition that they depend in any way on locality, or some unknown 
cause, they should immediately be made a matter of distinct notice. All dis- 
eases of organs should be referred to their respective classes, and if no names 
are given, they should be reported, if of importance, under the head of inflam- 
mation, ulceration, cancer, etc., of the respective parts. In cases of a complica- 
tion of diseases—for instance, as hemoptisis with consumption, where hemop- 
tisis has been the immediate cause of death-—it should be registered “ phthisis- 
hemoptisis;” and other diseases in the same way. 
We do not present the following nosological arrangement as the one best cal- 

culated to obtain the objects in view; but where all is disorder aud confusion, it 
seems to us that any uniform method of reporting which may be generally 
adopted, will afford important facilities for the examination of the subject of 
disease. 

In the following tables, we propose to include in the class of diseases of the 
nervous system, under ‘“ cephalitis,” the diseases known as encephalitis, in- 
flammation of the brain, cerebilitis, cerebritis, and ramolissment, ov softening 
of the brain; under “ hydrocephalus,” both the acute and chronic forms of this 
disease; under ‘‘paralysis,” hemiplegia, paraplegia, etc.; under “cephaleagia,” 
vertigo, hemicrania, etc. The term “ opthalmia” we would restrict to the pa- 
rulent form of that disease. 

In the class “organs of circulation,” under the term ‘ carditis,” we propose 
to include pericarditis and endocarditis. ‘Other diseases of’? may include 
syncope, palpitations, etc. 

Under the term ‘‘angina-pectoris” we have included sternalgia, and perhaps an- 
ginosa, asthma, and orthopnea-cardiaea, should be included under the same head. 

In the class ‘ respiratory system,” under the term ‘“ quinsy,” we propose 
to include cynanche tonsillaris, tonsillitis, pharyngitis, etc. Under * pneu- 
monia,”” perineumonia ; under *pleurisy,”” empyema. Under * other diseases 
of lungs” are included pleurodynia, irritation of lungs, etc. Pneumo-thorax 
should be incinded under the disease which produced it; also, hydro-thorax, 
when resulting from a known cause, and reported as follows, viz.: Hypertrophy 
of heart, (hydro-thorax.) Hemoptisis, when evidently arising from tubercular 
disease of the lungs, should be reported as phthisis, (hamoptisis.) ‘* Consump- 
tion” is to be used when that disease arises from inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, and “ phthisis” whon it arises from tubercular disease. 

In the class “ digestive system,” under the term “cholera,” we have included 
severe forms of bilious colic. Under ‘ enteritis” we would include duodenitis 
and colitis. Under “dyspepsia” we have included pyrosis; and under “ gas- 
tralgia,” gastrodynia, enterodynia, enteralgia, gastric irritation, etc. 

In the class “diseases of the liver,” under “jaundice,” we would include 
biliary calculi. 

In the class “ organs of generation,” under the term “ paramenia,’’ we would 
include mismenstruation, amenorrhea, suppressions, leucorrhea, and chlorosis; 
under “abortion,” miscarriage. 

The table ‘other diseases of organs of generation,” includes, for Ohio, six 
reported with diseased testicles. This is a most unsatisfactory method of report- 
ing, as it undoubtedly should state whether it was from inflammation, schirrus, 
or cancer. 

In the class ‘integumentary diseases,” under the term “other cutaneous 
eruptions,” we would include acue, mentagra, ptyriasis, etc. 

In the class ‘‘diseases of uncertain seat,” many diseases are included, 

which, when of a character simply local, should be reported under the classes 
to which they respectively belong. The names of diseases marked with a star, 
are used in the reports of the prisons from which this table was formed, but 
are not recommended for general adoption. 
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Table showing the Diseases of all those admitted into the Hospitals of the fol- 

Diseases, 
| 

i 

Or Tux Nervous System, | 
( Brain. | 

Cephalitis . . i 
itis, 

| 
| 

  

    
Apaplexy . . . . 
Cephalalgia : . . + 
insanity 
Dementia . . : 
Uther diseases of the 

    

Nerves and Spine. 
P; is ” 
Tetanus. : . . 
Chorea . . : . > 1 

eo . : . . en 

   

Sp
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ad
ic
, 

a
,
 

8p 
Myelitis : : 
Delirinia tremens 
Spiual irritation j 
Di of the spine . : . | 
Other diseases of the. : : | 

  

{ 

Gr THe Oneixs oF Sexsr. 
[ Aye. 

Ophthalinia . 
Conjunctivitis 

  

! i . . . 

} Otier diseases of the . 

} i 
Sp
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1 Oo So, 
\ Other diseases of the 

Ov rig Organs or Respiration, 
wy [ Lungs and Pleura. 

Croup . : 
Hooping cough . : 
Influenza. . . : .     

*Cvnanche tonsillaris 
“ Pleuritis . : : : . I 

Pneumonia . : : : : 3 
Congestion of lungs : : 
Asthma and dyspuwa . . : 17 
Consumption ~ 7 : : 6 

a
n
 

17 
* Hemicrania (9) included. 

lowing Prisons for the Years named. 

‘. 
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NY 

  

3 
1 

al 4 
2 
2 

124 
36 

3 
2 

i) 6 

L 

1; aL 

11 | il 
6) 14 
[4 
| 5 

244 | 244 
4 
1 
2 

12 | 132 
4{ 5 

4 

| 9 

‘o73 

4 

15 | 109 
5 

9| 44 
71 77 

2] 30 
34] 62      
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Table continued. 

We
st
. 

Ve
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18
38
-1
84
6.
 

Other Seenses af the 

Or tHe Oroans or CIRCULATION. 

Sp
or
ad
ic
. 

Arteries. 
Carditis 
Disease of cardiac valves 

Hypertrophy 0 of the 
Aneurism 0 

Angina peotoris : 

Ossification of valves, arteries, etc. 

Arteritis 
Phiebitis —- : . . 
Vv aricose ' veins . 
Palpitani 
Other diseases of the. 

Or tux Dicestive Orcans. 

Sp
or
ad
ic
. 

Cholera 

Diptheria 
Dysentery 
Diarrhea 

{Thrash Loo. 
p Stomach. _ Tilestines- Peritoneum, etc. 

Gloss : : : . 
Teething . . . . . 
Pharangitis : : 
Csophagitis . 
Gastritis 
Enteritis 

Peritonitis. 
Colic 
Intersuse sceptio 
Stricture of cesopbagus - 
Ulceration of - 
Dyspepsia . 

Panter’ s colic 
Haematemesis 
Ascites . 
Gas A 

Fistula in ano 
Piles. . 
Constipation . 
Stricture of, etc. 
Cancer of 
Other diseases of the   

Pancreas. 
Disease of spleen . 
Disease of pancreas .   
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, Table continued. 
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Diseases. | 
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Hepatitis 
Jaaudiece . 
Cirrhos' 
Other diseases of the 

i 

1 1 
| 

: : 
i 

i 

Ischuria : : : | 
Pysnria . : : 

E f 
i 

i 
\ 

! t 
| 

Diabetes . . 
Hematuria . : 
Granular disease 
Cystitis 
Stone 

Sp
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. 
“~

 

Gri : 
Catarrh ‘of bladder . 
Disease of the kidneys 
Other diseases of the 

Or THE OnGans oF GENERATION, 

a§ Syphilis 
NQ. Gonorrhea . 

Female. 
Menorvhagia, or flooding : 
Paramenia 
Abortion . . 
Cuildbirth, or parturition 
Prosper al convulsions 
Phlegmasia dolens 
Metritis . 
Ovarian dropsy 
Prolapsus . 
Poly pus uteri 
Leuchorrea : 
Carcinoma 
Other diseases of the female’ organs 

Male. 
Orchitis. . . 
Cancer . 
Other diseases of the testicle 
Paraphymosis . - 
Hydrocele 

Stricture of the urethra 
Onaui : . 
Other diseases of the male organs . 

Sp
or
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ic
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Or THE Orcans or Locomotion. 

Muscles. 
Rheumatism     

  

    Rheumatism, with sovelling o of j joints 
Other diseases of the .          
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Table continued. 

Joints sand Bones. 
Ostitis . 
Periostitis - 
Exostosis 

Uleer ‘of the leg 

Mollitis ossiinn 
Pragilitas ossiu:n 

sense of the hip- joint 

Hydrarthus 
Other diseases of the. 

Op tas Intecumentary SysTEM. 
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Skin. Cellular Substance. Muscles, ¢ ete. 

Scabies 
Porrigo 
Small-pox 

Varioloid - 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlatina 
Mumps 
Seurvy - 
Purpara - 
Erysipelas 

Rosalia . 
Carbuncle. 

Herpes : 
* Diseases of the skin. 
Nettle rash. 
Anasarea . 
Rupia - 
Schirras 
Pemphigus - 
Psoriasis 

Hlephantisis 
Lep! : : 
Other diseases of the . 

Glands. 
Carcinol 
Serofulous disease of . 
Bronchocele : 
Paroti 
Taberenlar disease of 
Prostra' . 
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Table continucd. 
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Glands, continued. 
= § ‘Tabes mesenterica 

Or uscertain Szar.* 
Fever . 

“ catarrhal . 
inflammatory - 
typhus 
synochus . 
nervous 
bilious 
intermittent . 

sudatorious 
puerperal 
yellow 

Hydrophobia 
Necusia . 

Hemorrhage. 
Bloody tamor . 
Serotula . 
Chronic disease 
‘leer 
Fistula 
Abscess 
Stricture - 
Rickets 
Gout 
Plethora 
Anemia - 
Cancer . 
Melanosis 
Hypertrophy 
Tumors, adipose ay and fibrous 
Drops: . . 
Hernia : 
Atrophy (marasmus) 
Mortification . 
Kamollisement, or softening . 
Catacausis . 
Debility 
Malformation 

f Scalds aud burns . 
Wounds, incised 

lJacerated 

  
  
Dislocation . . 
Contusion 
Sore hands, legs, ete. 

Old age 

Ae
ci

de
nt

, 
et

e.
     Suicide (strangulation) to 

cages in which any one of these diseases can 1 be properly referred to either of the foregoing 
divisions, they should be reported under that division. 
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Table. 

] 
. ; Proportion of diseases of different organs 

Average of diseaees. 1 an to whoie numb. of diseases. 

sleet Bel i ae 5 Diseases of +8 =o 8 ae 

23 ey! Ba 
» z= 27 

oR Be i a8 
& 23 = wa 

a2 | 
a | 
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* For only seven months and fourteen days for each yeur. 

arative frequency of the dis- 
rent Penitentiaries. It will 

all proportionate mortality, has a 
that tive hundred, it las more than 

r Auburi, With a population frem 760 to 

<tends only irom the 16th of April to 

Note—The preceding Table presents an interesting view of the « 

    

  

   
       double the number of cases reported cither for Sing 

800; and this, too, although the report of the former p t 

the 30th of November of each yeur, while the report of tre latter includes thy entire year. It is 

difficult at this time and distance to assign a probable reason for this striking ditference, It may in 

part arise from the fact that in the latter prisons only have hecn reported who have be 

admitted to the Hospital, while in the furmer, every individval prescribed for became a rate ot 

entry and report. This opinion would seem to be contirmed by the fact that in 1842 thirt: ven 

4, two hundred and ei: “tga one 

   

    
    

    

   cases of gastric irritation ocurred ; in 

1845, one hundred and eighty-nine; in §846, one hundred and e five ;—of irritation of the lunge, 

in 1842, twenty-three; 1€43, thirty-two; 1844, thirty-three ; twenty-three ; 1846, thirty-rix 
influenza, in 1842, six; 1843, one hundred and sixty-five, etc. wi hether this be true or not, we shall 

find that serious diseases of the respiratory eyatem are extremely nncommon in this prison, and that 

even consumption, the great scourge o' ic s in Gur country, has been the caure of 

only one-cighth part of the deaths ug, the Eastern Penitentiary, etc., if has 

been the cause of nearly one-half of all the deaths that have occurred in these Institutions for the last 

ten years. On the other hand, diseases of uncertain seat, among which are included fevers, seem to 

be of astonishing frequency, and to be oecasioned by the extraordinury prevalence of those of an inter- 

Miittent type. Of diseases of this character there have been reported in the last five years 864 cases, 

viz.: in 1842, one hundred and seventeen ; in 1843, onc hundred and ten; in 1844, one hundred ant 

eighteen ; in 1345, two hundred end twenty-one ; in 1646, two hundred and ninety-eight, We might 

extend these remarks greatly beyond the limits we have assigned to ourselves, should we atterapt 

to designate the various interesting points of comparison which this Table presents. Before dismiss- 

ng this subject, however, it muy be important thet we shouid state in regard to the column for Black- 

well'a Island, that this Penitentiary is the prison of the city and county of New York, and that it 

contains usualiy about an equal number of males and femates, that its report of health embraces 4 

Feport of the venereal patients sent to this prison us vagrants, simply for the purpose of being cured 
of an infectious disease ; and these facts will account, perhaps satisfactorily, for the large numbers 

reported under the respective heads of tae Nervous System and Organs of Generation, 
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Diseage, or cause of Death. 
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i - ge of Mortality among Whites and Colored, 

Table showing the annual per-cenlage 2 1 hites and Cok 
a and the iotal Mortality of both, in the Eastern State Penitentiary, Pa: 

—, an ie 
Per Cent | Per Cent 

po | ; Per Cent | 

: ; | Aver 
M 

i 
Total | Average j 

Average | Number, ; Deaths. tal ntl | sa ones 

is <1. | White | White | Colored | Colored | Colored | Whole 

Prizon. | moners |priscu ra Prisoners. | Prisoners. |Prison’rs.| Prisoners. | Number. | 

— i 

i 
aXe | OF eet Me 

Mortality.| Number. | Deaths. | Mortality. | Mortality | 

Years. 

‘ 

j I 

22 | 4.54 o | 322° 

48 20: 417 | | 5.97 

69 145 2 3} ! ‘0 

29 1.12 : ! oy 
2.73 
2.63 
3.33 
4.39 
8.71 
2.63 
5.42 
4.90 
2.63 
3.29 
3.61 | 
470 | 
i 

for the 
te—C 

S ge of deaths to be 
i le show the average per centage 0: 

Note—Caeulation® frome aut ve tne colored, 6.99; and 3.83 for the whole. 

in this ‘f. i great dis ion of mortali 

Perhaps the most striking feature in this ‘fable is the great disproportion ome tay 

between the white and colored prisoners,—a disproportion that has engage’ saves 

. 
i 2 rolent citizens, am 

i y ost enlightened and benevole: ; 

tion and sympathy of some of our most enlig en vent eee L con judge, 

rise i 3 s for its elucidation; but none of which, 3 can jt 

Speen at ase atnctony 
d means of observation justify an 

at 
- 

. . 
: . . a 

opinion on this question, I would, without hesitation, say that the disparity ner owing 

t i i but entirely to the’ 
jar i f this system on the African race, y 

to any peculiar influence o t ey ind oxtte 

f preserving health, extreme sen: * a 
Ject of the necessary means of p g he 

xr 

ordi tendency to thoracic and tubercular diseases, when transferred from ei 

a ‘ive rons to other regions of the earth. This opinion I believe myself in possess 

nal 
eli ' 

of sufficient facts to substantiate.—Eztracted from Dr. Ginon's Report. 
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The reports of the diferent prisons afford the most cheerimg evidence of the 

reformative influence of imprisonment on the subjects thereof. The warden 
of the New Hampshire prison states that but two out of eighty-six discharges 
from that prison had w the last three years returned, and that a large por- 
tion of the others were known to be doing well. 

The records of our discharged-convict committce show an equally favorable 
resuit, and we have the gratification to know that some of those so unfortunate 
us to come under our ebservation are now commanding salaries of from five 

hundred to eight hundred dollars, and possess the entire confidence of their 
employers. If such are the fruits of the early summer, what may we not 
anticipate us the result of the fill harvest. when all the elements which may 

lead to refurmation are brought inte action, such as classification, religious, 

moral, and ordinary instruction, and the results of isolation and intercourse, 
rewards and punishments, the visitation of friends, friendly intercourse, and 

pardons, properly undcrstood. Before leaving this subject, however, we would 

direct. attention to what we conceive te be a too common error, that of calculating 

the success of a prison by its annual exhibit of profits. It is undoubtedly a most 

desirable object that establishments of this nature should support themselves; 
yet if this cannot be effected but at the expense of retormatory action, it had 

better be abandoned than attempted. The difference between throwing upon 
society individuals thoroughly furnished tor good works, and casting upon it the 

same men with appetites whetted and capacities increased for the indulgence 
of every crime, would soon, even in a pecuniary point of view, create a large 

balance in our favor; but when we add to this the moral influence they would 
exert, the advantage is almost incalculable. This spirit of gain is not without its 
influence on the convict: and when he secs—as see he must—that the State, 

instead of being to him the kind and indulgent parent, reproving to correct, and 

chastising to retorm, is only the stern taskmaster, whom no exertion can satisfy, 

no labor can appease—who offers no hope but the stint, no encouragement but 

the lasli—his heart is hardened to vindictiveness, und bis soul steeled for revenge. 

Out of one hundred thousand dollars, the net proceeds of a neighboring State 
prison for the last thirteen years, not a cent has ever been expended for the 

benefit of the convict. 

Should a portion only of the surplus proceeds of prison labor, after ade- 
yuately providing for instruction, be distributed to them on their discharge, 

how many who now leave the prison with good intentions, and are driven by 
destitution back into crime, might be rescued! What situation can be more 
discouraging and forlorn than that of the convict discharged perhaps in mid-win- 
ter, with no character but infamy, no means but his hands, no friend but the 

avandoned, and with his mental and physical energies paralyzed by confinement 
and suffering ? 

Such a gain-seeking disposition is apparent in some States, that the convicts 
imbibe the idea that the State cares nothing about the prisoner but to make 
nioney out of him. 

CLASSIFICATION. 
Those wedded to the separate systenr of prison government are disposed to { 

sneer ai all attempts at classification, as a matter entirely impracticable and of | 
19  
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no value. Without expressing avy opinion upon the comparative merits of 

their system and the system adopted for this State, we will grant that in the 

separate cell they have a more perfect classification, if such it may be called, 

than any we can adopt; still, from an attentive examination of this matter, we 

are persuaded that, so jong as we adhere to the associate system, we shall not 

hhave done our duty, and developed all its capabilities, until we have secured 

every advantage which may be derivable froin this source. 

INsTRUCTION- 

When the first attempt was made to preach to the convicts at the old Wal- 

nut-street prison, Philade!phia—which we believe was the first effort ever 

made to instruct them in this country—it was done with a park of artillery 

turned upon the convicts, the mateh lighted, aud every precaution taken to pre- 

vent a riot; and even these meusures were scarcely sufficient to quell the tur- 

bulent, ungoverned, and ungovernable spirits which tenanted our prisons. 

Happily the scene has completely changed, and nowhere will you find more 

quiet, attentive, and orderly hearers than within our prison walls. The convict 

js no Jonger Jooked upon as a man without the pale of gospel privileges, and he 

in turn looks upon his violations of law as deserving pusisbment, but not as 

necessarily incurring eternal infamy. He is taught to feet that the broken link 

may be reunited, and that, with a determination to act well his part hereafter, 

society, rejoicing in his rescue, will receive the penitent to its bosom. Although: 

preaching hus been allowed and frequently practiced in all our prisons ever 

since the period stated, the constant services of a chaplain are of comparatively 

modern date, and even now the improvement has not reached some of our 

State prisons. As chaplains have been introduced, prison government has 

improved, till the noisy, idle, uncontrollable, turbulent mitss which used to riot 

in owr prisons can no longer be recognized in the quict, industrious, machine- 

like prisoner of the present day. ‘This change is net entirely, perhaps not 

mainly, attributebie to religious teaching; it is in part the moral effect of 

attémpting to instruct their understandings and enlighten their minds—in part 

the natural result of kindness and sympathy—and perhaps still more the eflect 

of a disciplive that permits no yelaxation, is cver vigilant, ever active. When 

chaplains were first appointed, their duties were mainly confined to preaching 

“once or twice a week, reading prayers daily, attending on the sick and at fune- 

rais. The sphere of their duties has been constantly enlarging, however, il 

at present they comprise those of ordinary and mora! justruction, In most of 

our prisons, Sunday-schools have been opened, where the uneducated prisoners 

have been taught to read and write, and an opportunity offered and encourage- 

ment. given to others to learn the great truths of Christianity. The reports of 

our prisons enumerate many who have first learned their letters in prison, and 

some we know who esteem this privilege worth all their toil and suffering, ant 

we have heard them ina lone corner of the cell, as they supposed unheeded 

and unheard, thanking God for the ignominy which had led them to @ 

knowledge of his word. 
: 

Although an important step bas been taken for the melioration of prison 

discipline, the appointment of chaplains can only be considered as the entering 

wedge to those greater and more efficient reforms which the spirit of the age 
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f Take for example Sing Sing o 
Auburn prison, and let us suppose a chaplain full of health, strength ardor, 

zeal, and energy—and what can he accomplish? f ; 

and the reformation of the convict demand. 

i sure: 

the correspondence with convicts 3 to write, or at tee revel ni thai ° 

to attend to the sick; to preach at least ouce each Sunday ; to take ob ereat 

the Bbraries s examine ind approve the books; to attend interviews betw oi 
convicts and friends; and other duties, besides visiting the cells Nomine an 

averace of twe hou raven a tha se once whieh daily, as the opportunity of the chaplain to converse with 
the pris 1 He 1 is certainly a large allowance, it will only allow him fifty- 

four and a half minutes to each individual per year, or scarcely sufficient ti : 

to gain his confidence. To be of very essential service, there should at least 
be four instructors ia each of these prisons, which then would give about t} ne 

and a half hours for each individual per year. These instructors o ht to 
become personally known to each prisoner, to cultivate a friendship for , h 

become the depository of his secrets, and to fill his mind with new and bett : 
thoughts. He should direct his reading, and endeavor generally t a very. 
thing which may eventuate in reformation. vee LO 

Since the appointment of chaplains, libraries have been introduced and grown 
Bp An most our prisons, vantil, in the Ohio penitentiary, they have over tiree 

housand x plumes. The libraries atSing Sing, Clinton, and Auburn, catalogu 
of which are annexed to our reports of those prisons, are justl este " as 

ainong the inost important ansiftaries to cerrect discipline. _ mes 

fsotavion AND INTERCOURSE. 

Most of the svstems of prison government of modern date attempt to provid 
for the moral isolation of the convict af least, whatever may bo tho fet, in 

respect to physical intercourse. To doubt the expediency of such a meas! ve 

would be striking at the corner-stone of our present system, and to question 
the ut ty of its most distinctive feature. Still an attempt to isolate the convict 

in the midst of society, by imposing absolute silence, is at war with one of the 
strongest principles of our nature, and impracticable in point of fact. The con- 

current testimony of discharged convicts, the confessions of keepers, and the 
ore rience of inspectors, prove this one point, that with the greatest severity 

ae eine wach me ever been exercised in this country—and we all know - 

mr das Doon earticg te a degree of inhurani y, the bare recollection of which 
makes tl om re sicker with such severity, perfect isolation never has been 

a ee aye oly assert, until a keeper is appointed for each individ- 

bein vere ibe ro make laws, then, which violate the social order of our 

nw . z ate ar with the Jaw of our nature, and are impracticable in 

ais s in a systerm by a refined species of torture, suited perhaps 

to the walls of an inquisiti i Walls n inquisition, but not at all in unison wi _ 

breathings of the age. m with the benevolent 

et *S not alone mee severity requisite even partially to enforce this sys- 

Violating Ince Piste. qreater wrong is done the convict; he is incarcerated for 

ished on we nie a he might have respected, and, when incarcerated, pun- 

varianos ‘ith the a Taw at which his social nature revolts. and which is at 

the impossibilit he shnplest dictates of religion. All experience has proved that 

of the) s ' yo sel “restraint, in this particular, is such, that the certain effect 

aw of silence is to encourage deceit and teach fraud, the very vice for  
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which they are imprisoned, making the whole period of imprisonment practi- 
eally a period of instruction, not in obedience to the law, but in stratagems and 
plans, how with impunity they may evade and violate it. Instead of teaching 
self-control, its only tendency is to bring the law into contempt—a feeling in the 
fullest sense demoralizing to the mind of the convict. In the female prison at 
Sing Sing; where the number of the prisoners is small, the law of absolute 

silence no Jonger exists; and although this change was originally adopted as a 
measure of discipline, we would suggest, as it has heen found to work well, 

whether it should not be continued as a measure of principle. We know that 
such a privilege might be liable to many abuses, yet under certain restrictions 
and limitations, with proper vigilance on the part of officers, the abuses to 
which it might lead would be infrequent, and the objections to it wholly avoided. 

The evil effects of intercommunion might be in part provided for: and in cases 
in which this could not be done, the ditference would be, not that communica- 
tion did not take place, but that in the one instance it was obtained through 

violation of law, and in the other with the consciousness of having done nothing 
that required concealment. 

It is a singular fact, connected with the administration of the law of silence ip 

eur prisons, that while the attempt is made strictly to enforce it in one part of 
the prison, in another, where the prisoners are locked up together in the same 

room during the whole night, and are left to themselves during a large part of 
the day, the moral contamination of intercourse is allowed, almost without au 

effort to restrain it. This is the case in the hospital; so that if the previous 
efforts at isolation have been successful, all its good effects are destroyed as soon 
as the convict becomes a subject of this part of the establishment. Here almost 
unlimited opportunities for intercourse exist; and as scarcely an individual that 
passes his two years in prison has not occasion to spend some days in the hos- 
pital, thus, if in no other way, the good resuits of the law of silence would be 
countervailed and destroyed. 

As illustrative of the injurious consequences of such a measure, we may be 
permitted to use the words of a convict. “ Scenes,” says he, ‘of the most 
revolting character and horrid brutality are of frequent occurrence in the hos- 
pital. Twas for a number of months a nurse in that department, and during 
that time, while holding the head of a dying man, I have heard those standing 
by mocking his dying groans, and damning his soul to hell, while others, rude 
and boisterous, were epysing and swearing; and amidst all this fearful scene 

and horrid blasphemy, I have seen still others on their bended knees engaged ip 
prayer.” 

Moral isolation or silence, we know, is one of the ulleged improvements of 

modern times; it is almost the characteristic of the Auburn system. If it is a 
valuable feature of that plan, it should be rigidly enforeed; if it is impracticable 

and worthless, it should be instantly abandoned. We have made these remarks 

rather to draw attention to the subject, than to express any opinion upon its 
merits. ‘The agitation of thought is the beginning of truth.” Error can 
rarely be exposed but by investigation, or facts ascertained but by examine- 
tion. 
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R WAND P 
TH within a fe eit Wain a lew years past, almost the only law hia of the task-master, and th : tue soft word, the gentle re! 
in the prison wal 

of our prisons was the dic- @ only punishment for its infraction was the Jash: buke, the exhortation of love, were never heard thant the oon wall 7 ° hardened and eons were same of the keepers, e Jash, and the cries and groans of the victim, were music Keeper o ? of uur prisons, i i i been heard to exclaim that he wontd ee Bos a cotviee shee tality, “ every blow prodnced an electrie effect upon his eystem—and the writ ing, eons viions, and grimyces of the sufferer produced an agreeable and reas abla sensation, Ty those days, the iron will and the strong arm were the only a nn ve eeehe for in a keeper, and his capacity for governing was measured : bility to knock down and drag out. The progress of civilization i gs aod in many instances has already changed, this false notion va a vd women too, of enlightened minds, warm hearts, and imbued. with aT sympathies, are engaged in the work. The law of love is super. ai law of the lash, and a mild but firm government found not only best pubs Serve the interests of humanity, but the interests of the State, "P i nets treated like human beings are more easily governed, more curely ref : ved, and, what to the sordid views of many may be equally important, ‘are more rade the iis is the concurrent opinion expressed in the reports of all our prisonsy, and veh some still adhere in practice to the old regime, they pay that hor i, be prevailing sentiment of the day to talk gently, though they murder while ae wie ant ie danger of cary ing these innovations too far. As in 

ee vVihnttions of the pendnlam are bar th : stionte of. vate vdeo ae 

at the pendalum : 2 etforts of nature te produce an oe me “ 6 a ve here though we do not apprehend that sige ee ‘eh . I ee pars confine, prison: laws control, and the lina are a pon the convict, he will be in much danger from ee ‘ Pal ww The encouraging Jeok, the approving smile, the ‘Swell » futhtal servant’ of his Keeper, will to the convict be always a reward for efforts to do his d 1 
as ns duty, and though no other reward i i j 

have iis effect. . ° ward should be given, it would 

to thely ears: and an under- 

ny . a he following table of punishments for our prison shows OWenees, and a diminution of punishment. 
a diminution of 

| See the report of the Auburn pri g 5, whit 
ram 

. OS! Prison tur 1345, which speaks of a mila of a character best s ited to the government of prigons. tut Gm gave ent as 

 



COMMITIER ON PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

Table. 
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tit. 

Mth the eat, and #24 without it. oo 
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na 
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§ Corporal punter i 
vt tae dungeon, deprivation of tobacco, a 
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tigation with the « 
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ays of justice, impating ble a 

out of prison, is the del 
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ates of the prisen is often well fo 

The fret is, so far as criminal justice 1s cone 
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A popular cry, 

tedious administratio’ it 

we believe that the cry from the gt 

as that from the world without. 
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2 but few delays take place, execr : tof th fondant 

nee ntrary, many triads are hurried through by the prosecution, w “ , ‘ 

@ CO is LE Hetty ‘ : - " che thos 

om time were allowed to collect testimony, prove character, and mas mt 

aeran . it i rer of the rich to make, wo 
i veaith puts it in the power or fh i 

rrangements which wea! ; 
Me 

cndoubtedly have terminated in the acquittal of the accused. Me en 

: he uses produce the result, it is, nevertiieless, undonbtedly yue, ; 

many of the our suffer justly na recent 

- any of the convicts in our State prisons suffer unjustly. 7 econ 

ona he prisons of Auburn and Sing Sing, the committee 

th of this remark. 
; | 

5 did not allow them time, how- 

except so far as simply 

one who answered “not 
e months te 

antly of hasty procedure} and 

‘ as well founded 

examination of th 

deeply impressed with the trut : 

The hurried examinations of our committees | 

ever, to inquire particularly into the guilt of prisoners, 

\ 

om 

to ask the question if guilty or not; and although every nea 

guilty” had his reason for his opinion, it would have occupied som 

have gone into a satisfactory investigation in every case: \ exercise of the 

i ar look with jealousy upon the general & s 

Disposed, as we are, to ; al exorcise of 

fi the testimony of prison pers 
5 +, our own experience, and > a 

ae ey of. imi hich we have just alluded, convine 
lar to those to which we have } 

the frequency of cases sim! > y ee to, the ends 

1 3 be both consistent with, and necess yt 

us that its frequent use may i With, Bod eT cise At 

justi : this in regard to its proper, not Its ; 
of justice. We speak this in reg : a * uae 

present. it appears to us, the more apparent the guilt, and the greater the 
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the more certain the chance of pardon. ‘This arises, in part, from the fact that 

very long sentences excite the sympathy of the community ; in part from the fact 

that the really vicious have often many accomplices, all exerting an influence 

tipon society, and all interested in the pardon of the olfender ; while the innocent 

victim of fraud or villainy is too often left to drag out an unjust sentence in pris- 

on, and have his after lite embittered by the recollection of his disgrace, for lack 

of those triends and that persevering importunity which accomplishes so much— 
an importunity which too often diminishes in proportion to the justness of a 

cause, relance being then placed on the merits uf the case, and not on the man- 
ner of pressing them. As an evidence of the truth of this remark, we might 
point to the fact, that even in proportion to their numbers, the whites receive 

executive clemency much more frequently than the blacks. This disproportion 
is strikingly illustrated by a statement made to us by the keeper of Sing Sing, 
that only one colaved person, and this one, it is believed, under age, was par- 

sloned from that prison during the past year. 

Under these circumstances, justice seems to require that there should 

be some power whose duty it should be to examine personally every pris- 

ouey in each of our 
aud in cases in which prisoners deny their guilt, to examine the record of 
their trinls, learn the names of the witnesses, and examine them, as well as 

any new testimeny which the prisoner may consider important; and when sat- 
fied of his innocence, te recommend him to executive clemency. This would 
relieve the Governor froni the onerous and unpleasant task of reviewing a large 
number of cases which have no valid claim upon his attention; and, in cases 

State prisons ay often as at least once or twice a year; 

presented for his examination, instead of relying on the testimony of interested 

parties, he would have all the facts carefully and honestly prepared, and pre~ 

sented without prejudice or partiality. Properly guarded, it would prevent 
political pardons. ‘To such a power, a general inspection of the prison might 
he committed, and by it various facts, not now subjects of record, but ex- 

ceedingly interesting to be known, as well as the general management and 

internal police of the prisons, be annually reported to the Legislature. 
Another important duty which might be intrusted to such a power, would be 

an examination of the length of sentences. Observation has convinced us that 
the discretionary power now confided to the judiciary, is so exercised as to oc- 
easion great disparity of punishment for the same offence, and that convicts from 
one part of the State pay a greater penalty for their crimes than those from 
another: and so frequently has this fact been made apparent, that we think it 
entitled to serious consideration. But this inequality in the length of sentences, 
is not perhaps so great an evil as the length of sentences themselves. 

This is a matter of vast importance both in its relation to the ends of justice, 
and the reformation of the convict. To those most familiar with prison discipline, 

it is apparent that in many prisons, and for many crimes, the period of confine- 
ment ig too protracted; and it is a question which we would submit for exami- 
nation, whether the periods of imprisonment in most of the prisons might not 

be advantageously shortened. 
The following table presents an interesting view of this subject. 

Maa
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sf of i the Number 
Table showing ihe Shortest and Longest Periods Seceth of Imprisonment ta to this office, would be a thorough and complete inspection of county prisons, 
of Prisoners confined for Piles we ° Yours. , and obtaining from them facts similar to those required by our tables. Thie 
the following States ye J ° inspection, although partially provided for by taw already, is, so far as the judges 

of the County Courts and supervisors are eoncerned, entirely neglected; and 
the abuses which, under this condition of things, have been suffered to exist, 

are such, that a Circuit Judge in one of our counties, not long since, felt it to 
be his duty to call upon the grand inquest of the county to indict his associate 
ittir de him on the same bench, for its utter neglect. 

Phe incorporation of this 
fer this evil, if in confer 

A still further highly useful and very important duty which might be attached 

ssociation might have provided an effectual reme- 
‘ring upon us the power, and making it our duty to 

inspect and report, the Legislature had not forgotten to provide the means 
requisite to defray the expenses which would necessarily be incurred thereby. 
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us should receive legislative sanction, it would be a matter 

ef erent convenience to have the notes of the evidence in each trial transcribed, | 
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and sent to the prison with the commitment, there t6 be recorded or so filed as - 

to be accessible ut any time during the prisoner’s confinement. 

e
a
 It should be 

the duty of those appointed to inspect the prison to examine this evidence in all 
cases ia which there should appear to be sufficient reasons for supposing inno- 
eence; and when satisfied of the fact, to submit the case to the Governor, who 

shall have the power to present it to the Judges of the Supreme Court, who 
may, at their discretion, advise a pardon, or order a new trial. 
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‘The following tuble presents the numbev of pardons and their relative pro- 
portions for some of the past years. 
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Table showing the Pardons in the following Prisons for the following Years, 

and HAF Proportion to the whole Number of Convicts. 

Auburn, N. Y..---- ; 
Western Penitentiary, Pa. 

do do 
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District of Columbia 
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. 26 Sing Sing 
Total average Aubarn 

tH Eastern Penitentiary . 

The average, taking the last report from each State, which insures Western Penitentiary 
oS + - 

greatest uniformity, is 5 years, 2 days. In these calculations imprisonment for Miss’ 

iife has been calculated as for 1 years. . ata " 

Many interesting facts are developed in the above table. — Te will be sen af tt Dist 

glance ‘which State inflicts the longest sentences, and which pe the ee ation Bete island 

i for life ya arison with the po ‘ . 
risoners sentenced for life. By a compariso lation oe 

nunnber ori oF crime of those States, some idea may be formed of the infly : General ax erage propor- i 

z vere administration have in preventing or 1" Be 8 One in : 
that long sentences and a severe adminis’ r 3 pr ine 

creasing crime. The tone of public sentiment in the different States may als ; 20 

be discovered from the saime facts. 
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The average of the above table shows a satisfactory dimimation in the amount 

of pardons for the last year. In the first report of this committee the average 

of pardons for a series of many years was stated as low as 1 in 18.95. 

A great disparity is manifest in the exercise of the pardoning power in the 

different states, and many highly interesting facts will be discovered by compar- 

ing this table with the table of ‘Length of Sentences,” and the table of the 

+ Ratio of Crime to Population,” and with the table of **Recommitments.” It 

will be perceived that in Vermont, while the pardons are 1 to every 6, the re- 

commitments ave more than 1 to every 2 individuals. 

FinancraL System. 

Under this head is embraced convict labor, one of the most interesting sub- 

jects connected with prison discipline, whether considered in relation to the State 

or to the individual—interesting to the State, as from this source the prison is 

to derive its revenue—interesting and important to the prisoner, as his hopes 

of reformation and his ability to lead a better life in future, are, in most instances, 

dependant on the trade he acquires in prison. This trade should therefore be 

one as far as possible suited to his taste, competent for his support, its exercise at 

all times needed, and one which requires little or no capital for its commence- 

ment. In this respect, we are content to differ from those who would bar the 

convict from any trade which shall bring him in collision with free labor. We 

consider such policy short-sighted, although it has legislative sanction. Whether 

our prisons do or do not suppert themselves, is a matter of trifling importance to 

the community ; but whether they pour out upon it yearly from fifteen hundred 

to two thousand men, reformed in character, able and determined to earn an hon- 

est and respectable living, or whether, incapacitated by previous education, they 

are thrown upon society as idlers, and obliged to beg, steal, or starve, is a mat- 

ter for serious reflection. ‘Let us suppose that only one-quarter of the smallest 

number that are annually discharged from the prisoris of this State, or three 

hundred and fifty, (amounting in ten years to three thousand five hundred,) are 

idlers, living on the community by the practice of fraud and crime, and we have, 
besides the contaminating influences which evil-minded men thus scattered, 

over the community would exert upon our children, and the loss which is sus- 

tained by the appropriation of other men’s goods to their uses, to add the dif- 
ference between producers and consumers. Let us suppose these men capable 
of earning only one dollar per day—a price which every able-bodied man ought 

to command in this country—and we have added to this moral corruption, a 

pecuniary loss of over one million of dollars annually, besides their depredations 

upon the community, as the difference between the employment of convicts at 

healthy trades, and their being obliged, when discharged, through ignorance, to 

return to their old habits. This burden has to be borne, not by the rich only, 

but by the hard-working mechanic as well, and is a burden which is constantly 

increasing. 
But let us pursue this subject still further. Let us for an instant suppose, 

that the whole productive labor of our prisons is thrown into three or four dif- 

ferent channels. For a year or two, perhaps, there may be an over supply in 

some particular branches of labor, but when this happens, free labor is directed 

to another channel; the increase of our prisons being moderate and constant, 
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everything would be regulated by it, and no inconvenience or individual suffer- 
ing accrue. The only regulation needed on this subject is the abolishment of 
the contract system, and a provision that the manufactures shall all be sold at 
auction, or at ruling prices, so as to prevent the work of those fed by the State 
being sold at an under valuation. Indeed, the only good resulting from the con- 
tract system, so far as we can discover, is its productiveness. Its effects, so far 
as discipline and reformation are concerned, are most disastrous. The contrac- ‘ 
tors goad the keepers and the men to the utmost limit of their capacity, and, 

in most instances, without one thought about anything but the profits, make 
them subserve their own purposes. But while they are thus stimulating the 

labor of the establishment, they not unfrequently interfere with its discipline 
by the liberties they are allowed, and the indulgences they secretly afford. 

The present law in regard to the lubor of convicts, so far as New York is 
concerned, affords a protection to the prison labor of other States; and as New 

York is generally the best market for all kinds of manufactures, it absolutely 

invites the prison lshor ci other States to compete with the free labor of our 
eitizens. 

The productiveness of the different kinds of labor employed in prison, is a 
matter of much interest, but the imperfect data thus far provided, prevents us 
from presenting this subject in as interesting a light as we could wish. It is to 

he hoped that the future reports of our prisons will give us the average number 
of individuals employed at any particular calling during the ‘year, the aggregate 
number of days’ Inbor done, und the yearly net receipts from each employment 

unembarrassed by any other charges. Until this happens, we shall never be 
able satisfactorily to compare the productions of different kinds of prison labor: 
and thus when a change of employment is considered expedient in any prison, 

the advantages of experience in deterinining a selection from the most profita- 
bie, will be lost. 

Expenses anp RevENuEs. 

The manner of reporting these matters are so complex that it is only with 
extreme difficulty we can make any satisfactory statements in this respect. We 

have, however, attempted to compare the different prisons with each other, and 

we present the results of our labors in the following table. 
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  ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION. 

Mode of appointing Officers.—This is similar in almost ail our prisons, and is | 
the origina of inany of the abuses which are found to exist. It is evident that a 
wise and judicious administration can only be secured by the appointment of men 
qualified by nature, habit, and inclination for the important stations they are to 
occupy. A merely political appointment atiords no guaranties for such capa- 

city, and the teachings ef experience have abundantly demonstrated that such 
an event cau hardly be anticipated. Who that las watched the progress of 
events in this great metropolis, uuder our very eyes, for the last three months, 
ean tail to be convinced that the great objects of prison discipline, the security 
of the public. aud the reformation of the oifender, can never be secused while 
the appoiuunenis to cifice are in the hands of mere politicians. Who that has 
wituessed the feciou, from our penitentiary, inartialed under their own keeper, 

brought up to the city, drilled, and prepared te vote down the honest freemen 
of the county: aud lias scen officers, cognizant of, and conniving in the busi- 

hess, still continued ju power, und controlling the sume prison, can fail to be 
eouvinced that the power of appointinents to offices im our prisons should be 

ladged in some other hands tian those of the political authorities, if we wish 

tu secure the purity of our elections, the discipline of our prisons, the reforma- 

ton of the convicts. and the protection ef the public. 
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As understood and practised at present, the duties of the inspectors are ex- 

evedingly circumscribed, extending little further than to the appointment of 
subordinate officers, an inquiry nuw and then of the keeper as to the manage- | 

nent, and a monthly supervision and examination of the accounts. As the pub- ‘+ 

he niind is extremely sensitive in regard te the lust particular, it is almost the 

only one which receives auy attention from their hands. This arises, no doubt, 
from the faet, that almost any abuse will be tolerated sooner than a call upon 
the State for sepport. But the high and responsible trust confided to our 
Mispectors is not tu be acceptably fulfilled by an undivided attention to offi- 
cal uppointinents, or a consideration of mere dollars and cents. They 
moust be ever vigilant, watching within as well as without the prison. The po- 
hee regulitious of the prison—the health, the comfort. and the moral renovation 

ofthe convict, are intrusted to their care. Instead of visiting the prison once in 
one or to montis, and then hurriedly, they should spend weeks at a time with- 

in the prison walls, gain the confidence of the prisoners. make themselves ac- { 

qiuinted with their wants, see that abuses are not allowed to go unredressed, | 

wud that the health and the consort of the prisoner is not sacrificed to the ease 
or interest of the subordinate officers. From an attentive examination of this 
tiatter, we are persuaded that this is the only line of duty which can be pursued 
with marked success, und that as yet it has been but rarely adequately per-_ 

formed. 
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   Comparison oF Prison Systems anp Rerorms. 

The period has perhaps not yet arrived, when a comparison of the several 
systems of prison government can lead to any very satisfactory and determinate 
results. The statistics of our prisons have heretofore been so loosely reported, 
and with such fitful changes, alike regardless of aim or object, that we can do 
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little more at present than to recommend those preliminary measures which 
shall lead to the adoptiou of the same system throughout our country, and that 
hereafter the same facts may be made a matter of record for all our prisons. 
Great discrimination should be used in reporting these facts, and all the elements 

which have a bearing upon the subject thoroughly investigated and honestly 
presented, regardless of consequences ; or else figures will prove but false guides 

to truth, and opinions, supported by a triumphant array of numbers, will never- 
theless be found to be talse in point of fact. Asan illustration of this matter, 
let us suppose that in a given State, by a revision of their criminal code, a num- 
ber of crimes, which hed previously been punished with imprisonment in the 

penitentmry, should thereaiter be made punishable in some other way, or the 
terms of imprisonment should be shortened,—subsequent reports would be 
affected in this manner; and unless this cause of difference was generally 
known, the inference would necessarily be, that an improvement in the moral 

condition of the State had taken place. The same result might occur from a 
lax administration of the law, without such change. 

Not long since, the separate syste:n of prison discipline, in one of our State 
rus denounced in the most unmeasured language, because a fourth part prisens, Vi 

A change, how- of all the convicts became insane under its administration. 

ever, was proposed, and a new system adopted, under which only one-sixth of 
the couvicts that have since entered lave become insan i 

ing that, in both instances, these cases of mental derangement were the results 

either of locul causes or ma}-adininistration. 

To promote uniformity in regard to the facts reported in relation to our 
prisons, we earnestly recommend to each warden, keeper, or other official,’ that 
he yearly cominunicate to the Legislature a statement of the following 
facts, viz: The whole number of convicts at the close of the year; the number 

of receipts and discharges, designating whether discharged by pardon, death, 
expiration of sentence, order of court, or escape; the crimes for which the 
prisoners were committed ; their age, sex, color, occupation in prison, and before 

they entered ; social relations, habits of life, state of instruction, state of health on 

entry ; the number of lunatics, distinguishing cases of masturbation; the numbers 

employed at each particular occupation, and the aggregate number of days so 

employed; number of re-convictions, distinguishing the prisons in which they 
have previously been incarcerated. To this should be added «# simple and plain 
statement of the receipts of the prison from each particular occupation, and 
from every source, so separated and distinguished that no two accounts shall be 
united; and the same course should be taken with the receipts. A distinction 
should be made between the coal and other articles cousumed for manufacturing, 
and that necessary for support. Furniture and stock accounts, and furniture 

and clothing, as is sometimes the case, should never be united. It is exceed- 
ingly desirable that these reports should afford us the means of discovering 
exactly the average cost per day, of each prison, for the support of each con- 
vict; the average daily cost, per head, of the government; and average daily 
expense for miscellaneous disbursements. 

The following tabular forms are recommended for keeping the record of ad- 
missions into our State prisons, aud for reporting yearly the various facts which 
are subjects of record in our prisons. 

  

B.— Tabular Form for Reporting the Statistics of State Prisons. 
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oF THE 

COMMITTEE OF INVESTIGATION. 

SING SENG—FEMAGLE PRISON. 
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Tre State prison at Sing sing cousists of two departments, one for males ae the 

ate pris Sing sing 
ss one | sane we 

sr for fe ies Both are under the contro} of the same board of inspectors, an 

other ed fe b th + nevertheless, they possess a distinct organization re 

vider by the si 3 nevertie > Q Ors \ 

provide tes to their internal police, ¢ Lave presided over, the one by a uale, and the 

: es _ : 
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oe os . female keeper or matron. ke female prison Js an Imposing bailding, con 
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- able of accommodating the female convicts: and on the northern or northwestomn 

wide two large and separate cells, with yards attached, for the purposes of pu 

side are g y 
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. . nae: 

othe prison part of the edifice is surrounded by a high wall. ane internal arrange 

i an} cells, 
i imila 3 ~ prisons on the Auburn plan; the 
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howes ore a er, and the enclosing building more spacious; there are three sayeries 
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i 0 it i vher he children, unfortunately 
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Jecture-room. Underneath i l Ce ae ous 

in pri il of sufficient age to be provided for elsewhere. 
born in prison, are kept until o ge n fo ere. vious 

to the ectablishment of this nursery, every child born in the prison bed vet : a pre sent 

there are three healthy, fine-looking children there, the eldest probably betwee! 

and three years of age. ; ; oe _ 

The saue difficulty exists within as without the prison, in relation to employ its 

females profitably. Till quite recently, on account of the small number which on be 

rofitably employed, much time was devoted to reading in the chapel, and to lec mares 

from the matron; within a short time, however, a contract for mang oa toes 

i 
gag 3 Si ie 

been obtained, and a large portion of the females are now engaged in t is us “ 

A few trim hats. These are believed to be the only employments for females in 
ew e 

rigon that are productive : . . ‘ian 

P The appearance of this prison to a stranger is at once both interesting and pecu rt 

On first entering it he is forcibly impressed with the air of neatness, quiet. and com! 
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which seems to pervade it. Instead of an effort to make the prison as dark, gloomy, and 

forbidding as possible, there seems to be a studied design to make the best of the situa- 

tion, and to embellish it with all those little graces and ornaments not inappropriate to the 

place or the object. This cheerful opening seemed to present to us either a profound 

knowledge of the human heart, or a pitiful display of woman’s weakness. We were 
disposed to look upon it in the former light, and we were pleased to find our atten 

tion atracted on our entrance by a glass box, in which are deposited articles of handi- 

craft made by the women in their leisure hours, and there placed to be sold for the 

benefit of the library. The idea we thought most happy, and calculated in many 

ways to exert an important and salutary influence on the prison. Passing along the cor- 

ridor, we observed, hanging against the wall, sume very large maps used for the inatruc- 

tion of the convicts:—in the windows, now and then, a pot occupied by some choice 

flower :—between them tables at which many of the women were ironing, and a 

« book-case, filled with choice books, for the use of the establishment. To give strength 

to the picture, we may add the quiet, orderly, subdued, and cheerful appearance of the 

convicts; and had it not been for the tall pile in the centre of the room, with its galle- 

ries and grated doors, we might have believed ourselves within the precincts of some 

well-governed boarding-school, rather than within the walls of a prison. 
The law of silence, which for some time was attempted to be enforced, has been 

partially abrogated, and, with certain restraints and limitations, the prisoners are 

allowed to converse with each other. This indulgence has been continued now for 

more than a year, without any evil results; and if we may believe the evidence 
afforded by personal inspection and the concurrent testimony of keepers, convicts, 

aud the record of the conduct books, we may consider it a highly successful experi- 

ment. But notwithstanding all this apparent order, quiet, and good government witbin, 

it is not to be disguised that there are those without who have attacked its administra- 
tion with great violence. These individuals hold such prominent positions in the com- 

munity as make it a duty we owe alike to the State, the prison, and thei, to give their 
complaints a most thorongh and satisfactory investigation. The committee therefore de- 

voted a large portion of their time to an elucidation of this matter; and that they may 
not forfeit the confidence of the community by substituting, in the place of evidence, 

conclusions and reflections of their own, present the entire testimony as taken under 

oath before them. It will be perceived that this testimony is principally confined to 
the defence ; and the committee exceedingly regret that they could not prevail on the 
attacking party, either by persuasion or entreaty, to meet fully and manfully the 

charges they made. 

The following items of evidence, while they explain the different facts in relation to 
the charges made against the prison, will give an accurate view of the past compared 

with the present condition of the prison, and thus preclude the necessity of any remarks 
under this head. 

TESTIMONY. 

The i J their ination by 
ing the following nete to 

the Rev..Mr. Luckey :— 

Sing Sing, Oct. 28, 1846. 
Rev. Joun Lucxer— 
_ Dear Sir: The undersigned, a committee of the Prison Association, appointed to 
inspect and examine the Mount Pleasant Prison, in compliance with an act uf the 
Legislature, passed April, 1846, 2eg leave to infurm you that they purpose to examine 
into the charges made by yuu, in a late number of the New York Sun, against Eliza 

; Farnham, keeper of the female department of the prison; and for that purpose will 
bold a meeting in the Inspectors’ room in the female prison, commencing at 9 o'clock, 
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i inui i *clock of said day, and 

rai _. and continuing until one oc i 

on Theda site. a aed cae tad are juvited to atiend that meeting far the 

ti oe a a phe 2, and you are hereby requested to p-epare 

. ith truth, aud as you way thiak the 
longer if requisite. 

purpose of substan ; 

aud make such other charges 
' 

interests of the prison and the 
JOHN D. RUSS 

One of the Inspecting Commi! ‘ee. 

In, & 

4 i ay from Mrs. Luckey, marked No. 2. 

: received the following answer ! mar vo 

To which they ver the whole eround occupied by Mr. Luckey in bis pablished 

» is believe en : At the same time they received the following 

marked No. 3, formerly assistant matron ualer 
which 

ve 

statement, and to open new Cc sarges. 

communication from Miss Sarah Knox, 

Mrs, Farsham =~ (No. 2.) Sing Sing, October 28, 1845. 

F MMITTEE OF [NVESTIGATIV 
a saaiat 

eee es By request, I farnish for your use the fullowing items of comolalr 
ENTLEME 

2st, 
_ ‘ ‘wou 

oe e against Mrs. Farnbam, matron of the female pr ise ~ in the ehapel, aud ia 

mr . ‘the nse of improper books, both in the morning reading 1D > 

at. ea ‘ " I 

the general distribution amoug the convicts. 

Qn. Mat-administration of discipline. ateb 

3rd. Unlawful use of convicts’ ume um at 2 

indifference to the iaterest of the . . . ‘aon 

te fui the above, I would simply say that her general conse. ia the Pe om 

rt 
ity serving, has been calculatec 

, 
. had an opportunity of observing. caleul pat tay 

zo a 2 al yafluence whic the ‘chaplain might be so happy as to om vi ey 

Zor 

; a 

prisoners. 
(No. 8.) _s 

1'o the Committee on matters pertaining to the Prisons “ Sing Sing ambam, t» my 

i jon to the fact that Mrs. ’ 

Geer nm won Grote year ate ows + also that she employed the wouien 

in the habit of using + g : 0 \ f 2 we mate 

sa wtally to work for herself aud family. She was nujust in her trewtment of Kespers 

unlawful 
amily. as ses earn, 

in her treatment of convicts, aug ; in gouer 

ad amy opinion, had an improper inflrence on the miu Ss 

y i of the late investi 
; i ‘3 1 would reter yon to the minutes 

women, For further particulars y megpecttully, at anor 

gation. 

x. 

October 28, 1846. 
" 

i i eg 

To substantiate these charges the committee first called Miss Knox, who, upon bel 3 

‘tioned refused to answer unless a full investigation of all the ones contained is 

ter letter i ‘i fused, for the following reasons, 
womittee refused, 10 ig 

tter waa entered ito. The col 
‘ e an 

vere those parts of the charges that have already been made the subject of a for 

examination, and passed upot by the Board of sper sndition of the prisna: and 

4 4 investigate the th M : 

. Becanse their object was to invesitg 
¢ . 

net f ihe facts proposed to be proved were charged as having occurred more than & 

most o' 
i investigated. 

vevious, and had all been investigates 
/ . ‘ow 

oud. Because the facts charged as having occurred under one board ° epee 

ore 
i ination of the 

i d; and, after a patient examina! 
ere examined by another board; and, 

i bel 

matter (the testimony jn which investigation was before your committee,) they pa 

lowi i ‘ked No. 4:— 
the following resolution, mar _ | ot 

“ yf 4 That the hoard have seen nothing in the examination connected wit 
Rew ‘ling report, 10 diminish, in the slightest degree, the full au inst entire gow 

ie ee which they have entertained fur the principal matron of this prison during 
lence hav 

connection therewith. 

. 

Miss Knox accompanied her refusal to testify with the following statement of 
iss Kn 

objections, 

UER— 
. Jous D. Russ and Joux D ~ —_ the 

Geet si—-My objections to submitting to an examination before me 2 ive 

P See eeeiation ‘Committee, on the morning of the 29th, I have thoug rt 28! 

in Dy own language, for my own satisfaction. They are as follows. to wit: 

SY 6, pt. z 
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ist. The Committee refuse to allow a statement of those items given before the 
coard at the late investigation. 

ud. Becanse, in my opinion, the end in view could not have beeu answered unless 
the correapouding evideuce coutained in the minutes of that investigation could have 
been faithfully aud carefully examined. 

Very respectfully, . 
October 29th, 1846. SARAH KNOX. 

The Committee next called Mrs. Luckey, wife of the Rev. John Luckey, late Chap- 

lain of the Sing Sing prison, who testified as follows :—~ 

Mrs. Dinah Luckey, wife of the late Chaplain. 

Q. What was your connection with the prison ? 
A. L was requested by the board of inspectors, when Mrs. F. was first appointed 

matron, to assist her in the perfirmauce of her duties. 
Q. How foug did you remain ? 
A. One month. 
Q. Have you ever been an assistant since? 
A. Yes, about three months, between April, 1844, and July, 1845, and have been 

here generally every Sunday since, till last November. 
Q. You state, as lirst charge: the use of improper books. 

of such books, the time when ased, aud by whom u ? 
_A. Nicholas Nickleby and Oliver Twist, aud some miscellaneous bouks, which I con- 

sider improper—do not recollect the name. 
Q. Was the Bible read at all? 
A. [never heard it except ou funeral occasions. 
& Were there any other improper books distributed to the prisoners, and if so, by 

whom! 

A. There were books equally improper, lying about in the prison, and lent to the 
conviets—sneh as Arrah Neal; and I fouud with one of the convicts, the H~—Fami- 

4 ly. and the Wandering Heiress, 
b Q. Were those books distributed by Mrs. F., or had she knowledge of such distri- 
ution 7 
A. She had, or aught to have had. as they were lying about in the prison. 
Q. Have you ever been present when any of the keepers were reading novels to the 

convicts while at work ? 
A. Lhave; and have myself read stories to them, although I did not approve of it. 
Q. What was the character of the stories you read 7 
A. Of a moral tendency. 
Q. Were there any improper books in the library ? 
A. I believe not, after the examination made by Mr. Luckey, which examination was 

made by direction of the Inspectors. Since the examination, the library was ander 

Please state the names 

  Mr. L.’s control, till he left the prison. The examination took place about July, 1845. 
_& Were there any novels or works of fiction left in the library after Mr. L.'s exam- 
ination 

A. Yes, several; and among the rest, Miss Edgworth’s. 
Q. When did yon observe the iutroduction of works of this character? 
A. Not till after a few months bad elapsed. 
Q. Did you remonstrate with Mrs. F, in relation to the introduction of these books ? 

. I made an attempt to do se, at Mr. Luckey’s request, under favorable circuim- 
stances; but Mrs. F. absolutely declined any conversation upon the subject. 

. Do you know any other facts in regard to the introduction of improper books, 
which you wish to state? 

A. think I observed bad effects from this kind of reading upon the minds of seve- 
ral of the convicts: aud I think it bad an unfavorable tendency, as it gave them a love 
fur novel reading averse to labor. Works of this kind were constantly lying about. 

. Was the ini ion of discipline in your judg defective; and if so, in what 
particular? 

A. Defective in system, a8 I could never discover what her eystem was: it was an 
Unjust and capricious distribution of rewards and punishments, Thus, some persons 
were punished for talking, while others were suffered to talk with impunity; w hile the 
law was still in force in regard. to talking. I have seen groups of prisouers talking and. 
laughing, and only slightly reproved if they talked too loud; while others were pun- 
ished for talking.” In fact, the law of silence was unequal or unjust in its application.  
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i se of lax discipline, known to have stated, as an evidence . Were any of the facts you Q. re 

vhic id no i i myself; to which she pai : Th ; rv acquainted with them my elf to a paid no 
dey Mire, F or rene ae ders to one convict ti urge another convict, 

‘sistant | i i scasi iMiculty. penton. ne istant keepers, which sometimes occasione: une ay F. came hero? 
xn eae i ith the course of government a Q, Were you acquainted with the o g 

: intimately acquainted. . | edit? 

¢ it wa sh cn She ai veel oes to Mrs. F.’s entry; bat : f the prison immedtz 2 ss ; eatey 3 bat 
nad rare knowredge wade ame new arrangements, which she found it di 

cen re on oe P ition of the prisoners. i t of the oppos: oposed to cor 
“eo Wh: rate those arrangements, and what were the evils she prop What were g 

: wee ut merely a 
T arrangements to which I have alluded were not disciplinary, but rely 

i iis and seats. There ‘soi ‘he circumstances of the prisoners, such as change of ce: ‘change in the ci ance: “ 

fac ii @ prison wo Have you any oth facts to state, to show the mal administration of the prisa 7 Q. Have you va yenced with au apparent intention, of carrying ou a thon ee et 
A Eee beli she failed in its execution, ¥ 

; Ci pola , i was not pun- wee ane wou or Seeletne: would not obey Mrs. F., and did mot and wasn pane 
wile one wma i ished. There were sume » wh ou i i eakins, were punis 3 te a Ee woe ished, others, for simply suid tite were willing to work for officers: ane ab lisp sition 
aoe gore encouraged hy rue officers, or, at any rate, not diseu ed te be s e , ° : ’ seem } feeling seemed to prevail, and to be iner i imnpropecreniings I yecolects 
oy on rather than the State. To illustrate the effect improper readings 1 Tpeoilect, 
omone t vic gaged in examining gs of | : ons 

asi oral contents engaged. 7 aid she bad a white whieh Jed to 2 conversation among them in regard to dress. ue si etinea id a white 
matin i ich she jled in a single night. Anc ied,  e- 

way loa’ in $3 5 3 whole indi thins aay oe ee Broadway ‘ a white satin dress and sinpers. | be 
ins rit i in PISOM. catiee a feeling little in accordance with what onght to exist it sane enitent, after a 

, ¥ th had observed in a good stat reting, deeply ritent, aller 2 
A woman ae 1 ee her if she felt as she used to do, h 

Be eee eine 5 2 had been reading Rox ci Spot ‘ho. she could not bear it any poner hate the keepers: pen ie 
ovels forth : it is wicked ; 1 hz sib \ vels for the last three months, I know it - : Chine ne well vtonthene te ow 

bod T don’t see why something could not happen . ytlaers, 19 gts ody. 
Tiel and be a fine lady. 

  

    

  

ination, in relation Af days had elapsed, Miss Knox so far changed her determination, ter some day : h d her deter 
to her refusal to testify, as to volunteer the following evidenc 

f which are personally 
. . ve made by Mrs. Luckey, many | a 

one toa anal all of sahoch I have reason to believe are trae, aud wil a a 
wrerenee. wane ding that Nicholas Nickleby and Caristmas: Carela, were taker Aap and 
read in course. metimes half an hour, and sometimes more. __N : ae ham alleen 
en nanaiae nlermand orders of another. One morning charge of the one matron M Novy was hall-keeper. I had ordered two women, ag asl pak 
ne hee arked we if they could do it while Mrs. Farnham | was Tee dings 1 wi 
thes yen This was of frequent ocenrrence. Pretty sonn t ney oa ne a me Ane 
Mal ah d ordered them in. Isaid nothing. Presently one ° prem told me Ms Mallory ha 1 ordered her to her seat, and ordered a very tur’ w en young g «to sorb 

Mallory lac I always chose the most quiet, to prevent annays nee. | When . 
finiched reading Mrs. F. came to shop, and I told her in low fone the mot coming vec 

nen mi bt i in future, not to take notic : 4 five then told her I thought it best, in * . tice of orders not coming d : 
i t take orders from eac t Tc ane from her. She replied, we mus rom each ostes. ates 0" 

red, who should scrub; s ied, the nt nad 
drontioned Tae a did not reprove Miss Mallory for interfer Siked kindig t her 

and. 7 C i refractory ; y i habit. A woman was J i y toe 
ang at last P toll hey chen be obliged to have her punished. She to d me t last I told her E should be obliged 1 hed. She told me 
Fae good, as I had tried to get her punished befure, aad 3 % notiod. WOX. 

As Mr. wi of town at 1 i it t called Miss Sarab he time, the committee next cal! - Luckey was out of t "ume, : 

Mallory, an assistant matron, who, on being interrogated, deposed as frillowa :—~ 
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COMMITTEE ON PRISON DISCIPLINE, 
53 Sarah Mallory has been two years, last April, assistant-matron. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the record of punishments, 

- Were any punishments inflicted wit _4- The course hag always b directed punishment. 
ave you ever personally A. Yes, P , 

‘hout the sanction of Mrs. Farnham? een to refer the conduct to Mrs. F., and she alone 
examined the record since you have been here? Q. According to your knowledge and belief, are the entries made therein entirely 

accurate ? 
A. ‘Yes. 

Do you know, or have you a 
Q. Do 

ny Teason to believe, tha: 
been inflicted not entered on the record ? now of none, and have no reason to beliey. Q. Do you know of any injurious consequences punishment, Pardecularly the gag and straight jacket A. No, 

° 

# any punishments have 
e there have been any. aving resulted to prisoners from 1 

you know of any individual who after undergoing solitary confinement on 
water, or after confieement with gag and straight jacket, was immediately 

Fent to the hospital, where she languished and finally died ? . 
ove uo very distinct recollection of any case of that nature, although I think 

there was one, soon after my arrival, who was taken from her cell to the hospital, but 
she recovered ; and another case of a female who had recently been the subject of pun 
ishment, who was placed in the hospital, where she died in the course of the autumn; 
bat can’t say she i 

ital 
Q. Has there heen an increase or a diminy ments siuce you have been here? A. Diminution very great. Q. To what cause do you attribute the decrease ? cipline, ar an improvement in conduct? A. The latter—to Mrs. F.’s excellent management and discipline, 
S fo you know of any improper books placed at any time in the hands of prison. 

Has there been relaxation in dis- 

ers 

A. Ida not. 
Q. Do yon know of books being used by convicts except such as are in the library ? 
A. Yes. We have all of us lent them our own books, Q. Do you know of any books being brary, or were not lent by officers 7 

lent to convicts that did not belong to the 1j- A. Ido not. 
: Q. )Vhat has been the character of the books lent Mrs. Farnham, or assistant ma- 
rons ? 

A. Ofa moral and religious tendency, Prisoners were, 
Q. Can you specify any books which you yourself have lent to the Prisoners? 
A. Old White Meeting House, and Welcome to Jesus Christ, Silvia Pelico, and one 

volume of Lady of Manor: Probably others, the names of which I cannot now recall, 
Q. How often were books from the library distributed among the prisoners? 
A. Once a week 

To whom are books distributed ? To all who read, and those who do not have 

and suited to the state of mind in which the 

Pe
o 

2 & a picture books given them in their Are any books, at any time, publicly read by Mrs, Farnham or assistants ? 
Yes, formerly, often. 
When does such reading take place + It used ta daily, immediately after breakfast, but has recently been discontinued 

on acconnt of work, 
Q. What is the character of the books 80 read ? A. Such as were adapted to give religious or moral instruction—the Bible, Combe'’s 

Physiology, and i 
and Combe on the Constitution of Man. Tn reading the latter, Mrs. F. mad. 

them text-books for lectures, 
i 

Curiosity Shop, parts of Oliver Twiet, and Nicholag 
Nickleby—these are all T now ri 

rom maga- 
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+ ri of Chillon, and zines; and I particularly recollect the Sexton's Daughter, the mae MALLORY. 
Mrs. F.’s Life in Prairie Land. 

Sing Sing, October 30, 1846. . 
° Alticmed to before ime, JOLIN D. RUSS. . + aie 

The statements made by Miss Mallory are thus confirmed by the testimony o! ig 

Beers :— 

Sj t fifteen months. i has been assistant matron ahont | 
eee Moe aay hao leds of the record of punishment, and by whom it has been 

kept Me sir. It bas not been necessary to keep a condact book since Thave beeu here. 
exce; ting, always, the note which is made on the diary of the petacipal . 3 Zz 3 | : ; 
know nothing about the couduct book, and have never even ey Kedd ito in kind, char- 

Do ou know what number of punishments have been inflicted, ’ 
7 3 . sates , ye vevity, since you have been matron ? . . a. ' 

me ‘The dug and atraighs cket have been applied three or four times i think net re 
exceed ‘jours O.her punishment slight—such as coufinement to cell, deprivatio: 
a 

   

Q. Hew long has any individual been deprived of food at any one time 
. Not more than ene meal. ae . . ° ine 

Q How often is punishment of any kind inflicted? I mean, by punishment, to in 
roof and admouition, . : . do 

olde There are weeks when we do not have even to reprimand prisoners; and I 
beli i rill avera two per month. ot believe the puuishments will average 2 

™ Q. In aulditivn to the punishments already stated. are there any quer njoined: the 
A. ‘The convicts are deprived of books; dress alteved ; absolute silence en} ; 

disapprobation of officers, expressed by hot addressing them. 
. Is the law of silence wholly abolished? . a a. even: 

A Nat entirely. During the hours of labor silence is enforced : but morning oF exe ne 
ing convicts are allowed to walk in the yard abont fifleen minutes, an eau versntion i 
allowed provided they do nut abuse the privilege; but always in the pre: 
keepers, ; vie 
2 Is conversation allowed with one another atany other time ? 
A. Not unless by special permission, and relative to Pansiness. ; 
Q. Are there not frequent violations of the rule in this respect ? 

. Not to my knowledge. oo . ishe 
a Has there been att increase or diminution of the number and severity of pun’ 

ments during the past year? 
A. Considerable diminution. sbute this chance? 

. To what ¢anse do yor attribute this change ? . . . ing the 
= To moral influences, and to the time speut in reasoning with and instructing th 

onvicts. ok . . . ; ving 
. Q. Has there been a relaxation of discipline, or an improvement in conduct, during 
this period 1 . 

it iscipli nh improv. t in conduct. A. No relaxation of discipline, but an improvemen n : . any of the 
Q. Do you kuew of any improper buoke having been at any time lent to any 

convicts 7 ; 
A. Ido not. . . ‘a the 

jo yuu know of any books hav ing been lent to convicts, but such as are in 
library ? 

i . f them books. A. Occasionally the officers have lent some of p . the 
kr you Rucw of books having heen lent 190 convicts that did not belong to 

library, or which were lent by the “fficers ? / 
. ave no actual kuowledge of such fact. . st 

Q. What las been the character of the bouks lent by Mrs. F., or assistant matrons 
: re me inequiri r examinations. . T cannot say, as I have made no inquiries or exam r «on 

Q Have you Sen any books, not belonging to the library, in the bands of the prison: 
ers, or fying abont in Places where the priscuers could get loki of them ? 

. 1 bave seen, occusioually, one. . o . . 
é bid you not consider iv your duty to examine eucls books, so that you might b 

certuin whether they were proper or not to be read by convicts? 

Q. son recollect the names of any books you have so discovered in the hands of 
convicts ? 
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A. Recollect but one—*" Walks of Usefulness.” Q. Do you know of any bouks having been lent to the convicts by the matrons ? A. Never lent any. 
Q. How often are books distributed to the convicts? A. Every Saturday afternoon, to all who can read, except those in punishment. . How often bas there been readiug in the chapel 1 A. Mrs. F. tas read moruings in chapel, which has been discontinued on account of A. Mrs, F. fas read mornings in the chapel, but this has been discontinued ou ace cornt of work, 

Q. What books have been thus publicly read ? A. The Bible, Combe’s works, staudard works, and for v; There have been extracts from other works; course except those named. 
Sing Siug, Oct. 30. 1846. 

Aifirmed to before me, 

‘ariety, Life in Praicie Land. but I know of none having been read in 
CAROLINE L. BEERS. 

JOHN D. RUSS, One of the Inspecting Committee. Jeanette Brown has been assistant matron since the first week of September last, Q. Are any books at auy time publicly read by Mes. Farnhe u A. Qceasionally in the Inorning, and ouce or twice at hoon, but such reading has beeu suspended in part, as I huderstand, as a sort of punishment fur irregularities. au vou naine any of the books se read ? A. The Bile, aud extracts from © Little's Living A been of a moral aud highly interesting character. ib 0 you know of books having been lent to conviets that did not belong to the Ibrary 7 
A. Yes; T lent a “ Kiss for a Blow.” have seen no other since T have been here. Q. Have you any kuowledge of the record of punishments, and by whom it is kept? A. Ivis kept by Mrs. Faruham; bat I have vever examined it. Q. How many punishments bave been inflicted since you have been here ? A. Jane Brown has beeu punished by coufivement iu the outer cell for three or four weeks; and two or three individuals shut up in the prison for two or three days on account of expressing an interest in J. Brown’s punishment. Q. Have any prtnishments been inflicted not recorded in the conduct book ? A. None that f know. 

Q. Has there under your observation been any severity of discipline? A. No; the ponishments seem to be more of a moral nature. Mra, Farnham has now @ person tuder pruishment to whom she does nat speak, and this kind of punish- ment is working more effectnally than even the fag or straight-jacker. It is ber usual practice to come juto the shop, talk kindly, and individually encourage the convicts; and this woman to-day told me she could not bear Mrs. Faruham’s neglect. us she knew she deserved it, It seemed to be a greater punisbment to her than anything else. Q. What modes of punishment are most frequently employed 1 A. Admonition, reproof, takiug away meals, confinement in cells, etc. Sing Sing, Nov. 9, 1846. 

Afficmed to before me, 

  

ge,” and others, al! of which have 

  

JOHN D. RUSS, One of the Inspecting Committee. 
Mary Anne W. Johnson has been ia this prison as assistant matrau two years last April. ave you any knowledge of the record of panishment, and by whom it is kept? A. There is a conduct boak kept by Mrs. Farnham, in which all the punishments are recorded. { had no conduct book myself. bat other ladies had. I was required to keen «# journal, aud noted any irregatarities in it. Q. Why was this method abandoned t 
A. Dean hardly tell: tnt the punishments were so few and far between, that I pre- sume it was abandoned from lack of material, Q. Were any punishments inflicted without the sanction of Mrs. Farnham ? A. Never, except in her absence. - Q. Have vou ever Personally examined the record since you have been here? A. Yes, often. 

. Q. According to your knowledge and belief, are the entries made therein entirely accurate ? 
A. Yes, according to the best of my knowledge. . . & Do you kuow, or bayve you any reason to believe, that any punishment has been inflicted not entered in the record ? have no knowledge of aay omission, and fully believe that every punishment was entered. 
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: . * 
Q. Do you know of any injurious consequences having resulted to prisoners ‘rom 

punishment, particularly the gag and straight-jacket ? 

A. No. 
: Do you know anything about the punishment of Ann Williams 7 

She was in punishment when I first came Into the prison. here? 

. How long did she continue in punishment after you came here ? 

. Ido not recollect. . wtp 

How long was she out of punishment before she went to the hospital > ot tell 

* Twas in ‘the kitchen, and my attention was not called to her, aud I eanno’ . 

Q. How long was it after you came here before she died. 

A. I cannot say exactly, but a long time many moni 2s. 

: hi av C nd 7 
. a know anything of the case of Lavima Ricnmo} 

: Po yo She had been “inwell for some mouths, when she made an attempt to 

escape and thus subjected herself to the punishment of solitary confinement in the 

’ i i é ve pt on bread and 
i ays f which time (about half) she was key 

outer ward for (arty oe eel ti i t ison and worked about two 
xpiration of which time she came into tae prison au ( put t 

weeks Aten welch she was taken to the hospital, where she continned wnt her death, 

ich took after. Her sickness was aggravated, if not produced, 
which took place some months after vated, if t 

by the stings of conscience, as she had been the cause of bringing an innocent person 

ison with her. oo. . 

ar Has there been an increase or dimination of the number of punishments since 

you have been here 1 
A. Great diminution. . . , 

Q. To what cause do you attribute this decrease? 

A. To the moral intinence exerted over the prisoners. duet? 

Q. Has there been relaxation of discipline or improvement of conduct? _ tuets 

A. There has been no relaxation in discipline, but a great improvement in con duc ; 

for while greater freedom is allowed the convicts, more perfect order is preserve “ie? 

Q. Do you know of any improper books placed at any time in the hands of prisoners 

A. None that I deemed improper. _ ; on the 

Q. Do you know of any books being used by convicts, except such as are in 

library? 
; 

‘A. Yes; the officers often lent them books. [have lent them many of my own. a 

Q. What has been the general character of the books lent by assistant matrons, ani 

n yon mention any so lent? ons | 

“ a. Miss Bremer’s works, D’Aubignie, Cheveon, Bunyan’s Pilgrim, Stephens’s Trav, 

els in South America, and a variety of Sunday-school books, and various pamphiets of 

a moral tendency. . , . 4 

Q. How often were books from the library distributed among prisoners 

. A. Generally once a week. _ 

“¢- Q. Are any books at any time publicly read by Mrs. Farnham or assistants ? 

f A. Yes, formerly ; but now suspended on acconnt of work. 
: . . ’ 

Q. What is the character of the books so read 7 . . 

A. Combe’s works, used as text-books for lectares on physical education; some 

of Dickens's works; the Crock of Gold: the Bible; the, Walks of Usefulness + some 

oetical works, and an occasional article from perindicals ; Stephens 7 rave oe 

Pinestine; Life in Prairie Land; besides, the Discovery of Columbus, and Conques 
exico, used as text-books for lectures. : : 

Mer How long do you ever remember a person to have been kept in punishment ? 

‘A. There have been two women who remained in punishment untii their time ex- 

pired ; but how long they were in can’t say, but think between two and three mouths. 

1 yall t 1 i red yater ? 
Q. Were they all the time kept on bread and water ? ; 

A. L dont kuow as to the entire period, but during the last three weeks I attended 

one of them myself, and know she had common rations. : 
yse : 

Q. How often is the gag used a , . 

A. [have no knowledge of its having been used more than twice during last year. 

. How long is the nse of it continued atatine? ; 

a It depends upon the state and condition of the individual. I have known it kept 

in during the night: but we were constantly inquiring of the convict if she would be 

niet if we removed it. 
. 

4 Q. Have you ever observed bad effects from the use of it? 

Q. De you know of any partiality or unjust treatment in relation to any of the 

Te 
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Q. Did Mrs. F. or the officers read all, or ouly a part, of Nicholas Nickleby or 
Oliver Twist ? 

A. These works were generally read, such parts being omitted as were deemed 
objectionable. 
h . Are convicts allowed, or have yeu ever known them to read during work 
ours ? 

. Never except when there was no work for them to do, which has often happened. 
This remark applies only to the shop-women; the hall and kitchen-womtn are allawed 
to read whenever they have done their work. M. A W. JOHNSON. 

Sing Sing, October 31, 1846. 

Affirmed to before me, JOHN D. RUSS, One of the Committee of Inspection. 

Examination of Harman Eldridge, Esq., keeper of male prison, October 31st, 1846: 

. How often does Mra. Farnham visit the male department ? 
A. She occasionally attends church there, and occasionally to give refreshments to 

the sick in hospital. 
Q. Is she in the habit of visiting the male prison without permission ? 
A. Not unless she requires medicine or some other article from the hospital, and 

then ouly when there is no person in the office, and the necessity urgent ? 
Q. Is Mrs. F. allowed any particular privilege in respect to visiting the prison ? 
A. No. She is subject to the same restriction as other individuals. 
Q. Have you ever known her at any time, or in any manner, to abuse this privilege? 
A. Never. But on the contrary, she has always manifested a desire to conform to 

all the rules and regulations of the prison in this particular. 
Q. Have you ever known Mrs. Farnham at any time to enter the male prison with- 

out being accompanied by some one of the officers ? 
A. Never, except in one instance, and then she called at the office, accompanied by 

two gentlemen, to get me fo accompany her, but I was absent { she told the clerk she 
wanted to go through the prison: and he, being very busy, replied, ‘You know the 
way.’ I recollect this visit particularly, because one of the keepers reported her for 
speaking with one of the men. HARMAN ELDRIDGE. 

Sworn to before me, JOHN D. RUSS. 
Sing Sing, Novemher 10, 1846. 

Matthew D. Gordon is chaplain to the prison, a Presbyterian clergyman of the 

presbytery of New York: 

Q. When did you enter on your duties as chaplain ? 
A. Early im the month of August last. 
Q. How often have you religious services in the chapel of female prison 7 
A. Once on every Sabbath. 
Q What has been the general conduct and deportment of the prisoners during the 

service ? 
A. Orderly and attentive. My attention has not been called to a single instance of 

disorder. 
Q. Have you been in the habit of visiting the prisoners during the week in their cells? 
A. Ihave; and they have manifested a general readiness to receive religious in- 

straction, 
Q. Have you had any reason to believe or suspect that there were influences opera- 

ting on their minds, that were adverse to the instruction you desired to give ? 
A. I have had no reason to believe, nor have I suspected, the existence of any such 

inflnence. 
Q. What control do you exercise over the books they are permitted to read? 
A. Ihave the entire control, The library is under my charge as to the choice of 

books; there is a rule that no books shall be lent to the prisoners without my consent. 
. Have you any reason to suppose that the rule that no books shall be lent without 

Your consent has been violated ? 
A. T have known but one instance of that kind. I found that a book, harmless, how- 

ever, in its character, had been so lent by one of the assistant keepers. I mentioned 
the subject to the keeper, who promised that the rule shouid in future be strictly ob- 
served. The other keepers made me the same promise ; and I do not believe that the 
rule has since been violated. 

22  
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Q. Have you known of Mrs, Farnham reading a tract to the prisoners, in the chapel 

ar elsewhere ? . . . . : 

A. The practice has not existed since my connection with the prison. 

Q. Have you been iu the habit of visiting the prison when the convicts were ene 

gaged in work? aud if so, what observations have you made relative to their couduct? 

‘A Such has been my habit. My visits have been frequeut, and I have seen much of 

the prisoners whenever there} most of them have been very orderly—they are basy 

and cheerful. . . 

Q. Have you had any occasion to make any suggestions to (Mrs. Farnham whick she 

has disregarded, or has she shown a disposition to co-operate in your views ? «che } 

There were a few interchanges between us of our opinions and views; she has 

mauifested an entire willingness to heed my suggestions, and has even entreated ine 

to make them; she has co-vperated in my views, s0 far, to the extent of my wishes. 

Q. Are there any meansof justruction for the prisouers beyond the religious serv ves? 

A. There is a Sabbath-schoo! under my control for an hour or more on each Sab- 

bath, which is attended by the larger part of the priscuers, aud in which elementary 

as well as religious instructiousis given. . . . 

Q. Isita part of your duty to visit those who are under punishment in solitary con- 

finement? . . ; 

A. It is a duty that I have constantly discharged, and on no occasion have I heard 

from those so coufiued any complaint of injustice or of undue severity. Lot 

Q. What is your general opinion as to the management and discipline of the prison 

A. I should ’say that it has been well governed, fur it has resulted in producing great 

order, quiet, and cheerfulness. . | 

Q. ‘Have you known that any punishments of unreasonable severity have been in- 

flicied ? : 
A. Nove whatever, to my knowledge. _ . 
Q. Is Mrz. Farniam in the habit of visiting the male prison? . 

A. Occasionally, but uot frequently. T should think nut more than half a dozen times 

in three mouths. . : 

Q. Has she free acceas to the prison at all times? 
A. She is subject to the same restrictions with other persons. 
Q. Is she allowed to converse freely with prisoners? 
A. She is subject to the same restrictious as other individuals. 
Q. Have you ever known Mrs. F. to visit the male hospital 7 

A. All her visits to the prison have been to the hospital . 

Q. What has been, as far as yon know, the object of her visits to the hospital 1 . 

A. To minister to the wants, aud encourage and console the sick. Her visits have. in 

tay opinion. been beneficial ; and if move frequently repeated, wonld be advantageous, 

what manner has she ministered to the wants of the sick 7 . 

A. By supplying those delicacies which the hospital does not affurd. and which, under 

the circums‘auces, are so necessary for the comlort, encouragement, and hnprovemeut 

of its inmates, MATTHEW D. GORDON. 

October 30, 1846. 

Sworn to before me, INO. DUER. 

Burghen Van Horn, dour-keeper of female prison during Mrs. Baird s administration. 

Sometimes during the day, say two or three times a week, there were outbreaks aud 

general disorder, the women quarrelling atnong themselves ;_at other times good order 

existed. There was ove time, iu particnlar, when a large nember of the women engaged 

jn distarbance, and when put in their cells made such a noise as might have been heard 

at the State House. Que of the women, as I understood, was disobedient. Ler keeper 

sent fur Mrs. B., who ordered her to her cell, and she would not obey. M . B. then 

came to me, and requested me to call a conple of the guard, who, ov their art ival, pat 

the two ur three bad women in their cells. On account of the general disturbauce, Mrs. 

B. then ordered all the other women to their cells. ‘This order was not execnied, how- 

ever, without munch difficulty. There was a Sunday School, as near as I recollect, every 

Sabbath. The discipline remained abont the same after Mrs. B. left, till Mrs. F. came 
Punishments were iach more frequeut previous to Mrs. F.’s administration, and disci- 
pline not so good. I have been keeper in this prisou three years and a hall: 
Sing Sing, October 30, 1846. BURGHER VAN HORN 

Sworn to before me, JOHN D. RUSS 
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Having examined the different officers connected with the female department, the 

committee next directed their examinations to the convicts, each of whom was exam- 

ined separately and apart from the keepers. 

x. Phebe Squires, sentenced for manslanghter; aged 29. Has been here 5 years. Has 
never been puvished, When I first came here the punishments were very severe. I 
had a sister die from the severity of the punishment; she having been tied up by her 
wrists for along time: when she was taken down her clothes were wet with perspira- 
tion, and she never was well aft Our food was very bad, and was cooked dowu at 
the other prison. Principal punishments, tying ap by the wrists: and I have known 
women tied up until the blued gushed from their tiugers’ ends. I have known as many 
as ten or twelve punishments tia day. This was duiing Mrs. Emory’s time. When 
Mrs. Baird returued she had net so much punishmeut; but the prisoners did not re- 
spect her. There was still occasional tying up; punishments in cells; deprivation of 
rations; stocks—sometimes kept iv all night. There were frequent outbreaks. On the 
10th of May, 1843, E think the greatest riot took place that [have ever known. Mrs. 
Baird wanted to punish a woman, who resisted, aud Mrs. B. took held of her to put 
her into lier cell, Ten or twelve other women joined in: they swore and cursed, aud 
broke beuches, spoons, beds. every thing they could lay their lands on. The guard was 
ea‘led iu; but the women would not obey, and seized things to strike the gnard. The 
whole guard was called in, or ax many as could be spared from other duties. Lynds had a 
tussle with the women, to put them in the cells, Tuever want te see such another time. 
We got uo diuner or supper: and the disturbance continued for two or three days. 
After Mrs. Baird weut away Mrs. Hammoud had control, aud still a general state of dis- 
order continued. A great deal of profaue and obscene language was used constantly, aud 
could not be checked by the keepers. Sunday School, duriug Mrs, Baird's last ‘term, 
was very uotrequeut. ‘The u was in sucha state that the ladies did not like to visit 
it, We were just locked ap like so many cate, and uo advice or auvthing else given 
us. The first time we were ever advised or talked to, was after Mr. Edmonds was 
amade luspector. When Mrs. F. came slie bad to punish, as there was an attempt made, 
alter she had been ere a dav or two, to sabvert her authority. But afier that there 
was very little pnnisluvent. We have received instruction trom officers lately. Several 
have been taught te read. We lad slates and arithmetic tables, and Mra. F. has lec- 
dred to us; aud she has attempted to make us comfortable, by providing washing ap- 
paratns, towels, aud hard soap. The punishment is net now severe ; aud no woman is 
punisked, except she las beeu remonstrated with. And if the prison had been as it is 
how, many women, who have goue ont of prison. would have been reformed. But it 
used to be, Uhat wousen were absolutely corrupted by being here. Mrs. F. bas read 
very interesting books, the Bible, D’Aubigne, and Columbus. She got maps for us, and 
gave lessous iu geography. 

Mary Smalley, seutenced for an assault with intent to kill; 53 years old. Neither 
the matron or other officers have given. me any _instruetions what to say. Never 
Mentioved your name. I lave been here 5 years. I think the prison was in a bad state 
when Leame. Mrs. Baird was matron, but did uot stay long. The convicts were in the 
habit of fighting and qua ing; panishments—-tying up, shutting up, putting in stocks, 
etc. There is us much differeuce between the order, regularity, peace, and quietness 

f the prison ja its then aud present condition, as between day aud uight. Mrs, Baird 
did not allow talking, but they would talk in spite of her. ‘The moral influences of the 
prison have much improved ; aud I think the prison at present calculated to be of more 
service lo couvicts. There is vow no difficulty in getting along, if convicts will con- 
duet well; and Mrs. F. seems auxieus to do her duty by them. Punishmeut here 
used to muke me feel very bad sometimes. Much more instruction given now than 
formerly, Mr. Tackey never 2 me anything about my situation ; he never seemed 
tu want to converse with me. Every one that gets punished here now, at auy rate, 
must begin it themselves, fur they are never punished without reason. 

Lucy Ann Price, aged 27; white; has been in prison 4 years and 5 mouths. When 
Teame bere, Mrs. Emory bad just entered on the discharge of her duties as matron. 
Wheu I first came here, the prison was ina very good state, but it gradually declined, 
uuil it was in a state hardly fit to meution—such disorder, such foul language, rioting, 
aud cutting each other with kuives-—indeed. you can hardly thick of auything bad that 
was vot practiced. This state continued, with occasional slight alterations, for better 

© woree, until Mrs. Farnham came her. During the administration of Mrs. Baird, con- 
Victs thought nothing of striking the keepers, and this thing oocurred often. The keep- 
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ers could not prevent it, because the convicts ruled the prison. Punishments were, 

: tying up by the w ists, stocks, which consisted in confining the arms outstretched, and 

rendering the posi f the body aud lirabs immovable in this position; they were 

sometimes kept in this syate 24 hours; gag nol used then. Prisoners were shut in cells on 

bread and water—tied up ina blauket, with head out, rolled on flagging, or leitat the head 

of the stairs for persons coming in to see-—handeutted and chained to the floor; there was 

no strictly moral punishment; no books, except Bible and prayer-book ; there was some- 

times a Sunday-school for one hour, held by Mrs. Luckey or sister,and sometimes other 

ladies. I never knew any one to learn to read under this instruction, although there 

might have been; no other instruction. Within the last twe years the discipline has so 

much improved, that I should hardly know how to describe 1t. None of us are afraid 

of our lives, or afraid to leave our rooms, as we used to be. What are now the sever- 

est punishments? Gag and straight jacket; but these are not often used—I should think, 

not ten times in the last two years. There have been one or two individuals often put 

in the outer ward—otherwise there have been but few punished in solitary cell, De- 

privation of food for one meal—change of dress—deprivation of books—have been the 

ordinary punishments. 

‘When there was no work, we have freqnently had school two or three times a week. 

Several persons have been taught to read and write, aud all the convicts have had an 

opportunity of learning. I have never seen books lying about so that the convicts can 

get them, except the library books, and such as matrous lent. Books read in chapel, 

so far as [ can recollect, were the Bible, Mrs. Tanner's Travels, Combe’s Physiology 

which was read as text-book for lectures—Old Curiosity Shop, Life of Columbus, 

Stories about the Holy Land. 

JY should not think the punishments now one-quarter as numerous as they were four 

years ago. They used to try to punish them, but the convicts would make sucha racket 

as to compel them to let them out again. I think there is no greater degree of punish- 

ment than is necessary to keep order: and it appears to me to be painful to Mrs. F. to 

inflict punishment. I have never seen. of late, any injury resulting from punishment. A 

change commenced soon after Mrs. Farnham, the present matron, came, and has cou- 

tinued down to the present time. There is scarcely any pnuishment of a severe char- 

acter now. The convicts obey the matron cheerfully, with very few exceptions; and 

jn vases where punishment js resorted to, all the convicts know jt is deserved. The 

matron, in punishiug, endeavors to show the convict the reasonableness and necessity 

of such punishment for the good of the prison. Cases of severe punishment are now 

hardly ever resorted to. There are not more than two or three cases in a year or eigh 

teen mouths. The prisoners are quiet and obedient, and do their work cheerfully and 

without complaint. Next to disobedience ‘of the rules of the prison, they fear to do 

what displeases the matron. She treats them all with kiudness, and makes them see 

that she is interested in their welfare, not only whilst in prison, but after they leave the 

prison. The result is, that most of the convicts look upon her as their friend, and her 

‘wishes are law with them. LUCY A. PRICE. 

Mary Tenyck.—25 years old. Has been in prison six years and three months. Have 

never been punished, except beiug shut up about twenty minutes in cell, when I first 

came. When I came here Mra. Baird was matron, and the prison was ina pretty orderly 

condition; but this order was maintained by great severity. If a woman was seen to 

move her lips, she was puuished for it, But this order only existed for about six 

months; and the prison felt into considerable disorder before Mrs. B. left. During the 

time of Mrs. B.’s successor there was much disorder—for a large part, or nearly all the 

time. The prisoners quarrelled, talked, and swore, and used obscene language: not all 

of them, but individuals. Mrs. Emory only staid about eleven months. When Mrs. 

Baird returned she did not re-establish perfect arder; but the conduct improved for a 

short time, and then fell off again. But there was never as much disorder as when Mrs. 

E. was here, The number of punishments have materially diminished. Under both the 

matrons I have named, it used to be au almost daily occurrence for convicts to be tie 

up by the arms, 6° that the toes would just reach the floor, and thus remajn for an hour 

and a quarter. If you broke two or three needles in the course of the day, you would 

be shut up for it. We used to be deprived of our food. Women are now coufined in 

outer ward; placed on bread and water; and punished with gag and straight-jucket. 

They are also shut in their cells as a punishment; meals, books, etc., are stopped. Per- 

sons have been confined in outer ward two'or three mout hs. I thivk there has been @ 

month at a time that we have had no punishment. There are not ns many punishments 

now as there were eighteen months since; and generally the puuishments have been 
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on the decrease, ever since Mrs. F. has been matron. Ih m the de . Mrs. F. has . have heard C 
‘0 stitution of Man, the Bible, Nicholas Nickleby, Old Curiosity gnbe one 
Twist, Farnham’s Travels in California, History of Columbus. MARY TENYCK 

. Blisa Hunt. Second offence. Grand larceny. Was here during Mrs. Baird’s admin- 
ist ation, in 1839 and 1840. Silence was the rule; bat it was coustantly violated ; for 
hich panis hment was generaliy inflicted. TPu:ishments were, tying up the prisoner 
by het wrists with arms exten ed, aud the body so raised that the toes just touched 
the gronn . aud witient any support on either side; coutfinements to cell; deprivation 
of ne : ow confinements to cell; because they would not take women away from 
wore pox the ears; sit da thie stocks. The prison, at my second entrance, was very 

ous? the womeu use! ad lauguage; cursed and swore ; ‘ > won UageE | ore ; stole from the State ¢ 
qe quoter 3 used foul language. Mrs. Luckey and other ladies used to instruct on 

; uidays 5 ut it frequently lappeued that there was uo Sunday schvol, and then the 
prisoners roamed about, or sat aud conversed together, and behaved as they chose 
Ars. Bird did not rule the prison when she came back the second time, but the pris- 
ouers i i. Every two or three days there was an outbreak ; the prisoners fighting with 
ou ane er, oF striking the matrons. This state of things continued until Mrs. F. 5g arri- 
aren he second day after per ane va i ere was a rebellion among a few of the women, 

vt 2 ven repeated; although, about three weeks siuce, there : 2 : g was some + 
sider able trouble with two or three new comers. But generally, since Mrs. F. has been 
pores the prisun has been as comfortable aud quiet as could be expected or desired. We 
have een instrneted, and great paius taken to instruct those whe could not read; and 

any Lave been taught to read. I was ¢ t th ri h isy g pune of the old rioters, though not as noi: 1 2 e a , l sv and 
upublesome as my we Low have books, which we read, and have opportunities 

L s of talking together, in relation to what we have read. TI fe “ ; Hat : here are few cases 
ol auy Pnutishment now, and when iris ordered the convicts all feel that it is deserved 

. F. treats them all kindly, aud shows that she i ir i ; 
and promoting their comfort. is desirous of rua nUkt” 

M Catharine Smith—has been here three years and two months. Mrs. Baird was the 
air hen I came here. There isa great difference for the b j iti 

of the convicts, since I first cam: W. rollike huwwan bomen Thee o e e here. We are treated more like h bei 
is much less punishment now tha ee atest he 2 n thea, and much less occasion for ish 
convicts are cheerful, and more obedient 1h fi "rhe change for the han when J first came. The ch 
better commenced soon Sarnl 1 Sheree aor the t s after Mrs. Farnham came. The ish as tyi 
in the cell by the wrist, iu rings vi f Pouch the Roor the ames being ist, 28, not allowing the feet to touch the floor, the ii y i y arms b 
extended. Such panishment was continued for an hour and a quarter. " ‘This time vee 

s exceede: t was a dreadful punishment, and ‘ i r : produced great pain. The 
shackles, o were not used by Mrs. B. There was much cursing and obscene Jan- 
guage, and | tequent riots, the service in the chapel being disturbed by them. The 

tts would obey or not, just as they pleased. If the assists ‘ 
order or direction which they did not like! the convicts would tell thems i tied there 
wn business, or something to that effect. Th vi t 1 g . The convicts now are cheerful and obedi ° ; I nd cbedient, 

and quiet ly do whatever they are requested to do, without murmuring or complaint— 
x h only occasional exceptions. There is no complaint ever in cases of punishment, 

eel that it must be deserved, or Mrs. F. woul i 4 2 Y e d, . F. would not order it, as sh 
treats them aul wath Kindness, and seems to be interested in their welfare. Her wishes 

ully obeyed, as much as the laws of th ri ; are © prison. Mrs. F. has much few. 
orga the other matron had, and they are well understood: The Sundays are 
gue no noise ; and each convict attends chapel on Sunday, or reads in her cell. The 
ee ae so better, and has more variety, and is better adapted to those who are feeble 

and sic . ; uy person, on visiting the prison on week-day or Sunday, must be struck 
wih ane cnaege in the appearance and conduct of the convicts for the better. It is very 

shment is now resorted to. Reproof and reasoning wi is t with 
ly sufficient to prevent a recurrence of the offence. ° them je frequent er 

CATHARINE + SMITH. 
mark. 

F The committee having read the testimony of Mrs. Luckey and Miss Knox to Mrs. 

arnbam, and propounded the following question, viz:—What is your system of goy- 

ernment ?7—received the following written reply: ~ 

My system of governm i far as T gs nent may be designated as one of moral influences, adaj 
lar a8 practicable, to the character and condition of each individual under it. Pied, as  
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In investigating a plan for the government of lnman beings, under any circum 8 jor Uy ' 
i i ry present themselves, / wo Taain points of ingttiry presen 3 2 ; . 

arin What is the character of the jaws ” which they ave required to subwit! 
: y inistered ? cond. How are these laws adininis' . . , ; . 

ere pect to the first, it has beea «ny endeavor, in administering the gov ernment of 
this | vison to dispense, as far as possible, with all merely arbitrary ral ee sue nf rex: 
ample as have for their object the convenience or eane of those jn cl harge, OF Reerr 

J desig i display of authority. rave be 3, i 2: to afford occasions for the display ye iN u stn 
one oie pal to institute rules whieh shorld wholly bar Bu nikze, and iniled we 
on f ve have few offences against our laws, wh’! ith the natural law. Hence we have ‘ ig whch 
Oo eine nti of a bigher Jaw, and feit fo be suet id ihnse who participate 
in é m. This gi it is asarily administered, a saue- i i giv rrec when it is necessarily ac ste 
tion which it me a ‘horwise pisses , aud. canses leniency, when it is pradeut ta i ich it could never otherwise 35 ) ! 
seew ieee he valued asa real and substantial good—not the abandonment of a merely , 

tra uirement. . snicati 
onary ules are certain to prodnce one of two results—-either the multiplication of 

‘ structi f individuality of character; both o| t Pes the gradual destruction of indi : : which « 
oe be dreaded that the means of avoiding them ought to be matter of patient aud 

H iutr i sharge of penal institutions, } n udy, to those iutrnsted with the c| ge rstitutic 
crete "iyi couviet, while in prisou, approximates the satnral and trne end an in 

i ive rfeet will be its reformatory intinence 18 ir shonld livg, the tnore perfect wi tovy ih roe ov which vr reason and better feelings can be bent toa degree of vs \ Bich wilt 
1 i + 1 thar ro} | i i better caustitnted minds, to discha' ye pr ly the enable him, with the aid of b ‘ to discharge properly the duties 

ising fr art relations which he must sustain white € : arising from the various re tee : " 9 tecareorated 2s ee 
i as been gained, more esp ly gt that, in most instances, much has ng cl ee eRe 

Pee i f criminals. If he be surrounded with the right it ging to the lower classes of criminals. rer fh 
Cog and sustain this state of things, the greater his liberty the rnore Tepid 

will be hia moral growth. There are few, even of the most depraved, who, 
Pei 4 men, 

iuing, would uot nluamately come to the stature of 1 . nae ai 
othe waaxien that “that is the best government which governs least i a certain 
sense eqnally applicable to suclt tustitations as to States. The larger the liberty, 

          

yeater wopiness al C in obedience to the ates of the best powers, the greater the lrapiness and 
gow wht ow from its enjoyment, Hence F cousider the smaliest nomber of r 

  

with which our prison can be soundly governed, the must favorable for the improve- 
put and elevation of its inmates. . / . admin. 

eat secondly, supposing the laws tu be well and wisely framed : {hen proper adm Ly 
i io x i di: and here, as elsewhere, this ts ac A istration falls uext to be considered : ‘ fbi is at the lege a 

: x cure persous whe are at onc F enlt branch of the labor. To proc! " Crete wens 
i esaful participant in snch tasks must possess mauy e we 
A eT atone eek hace i ko occupation in this kind ifeati js E to been wout lo seek occupa’ i ad qualifications, which bave not hither ‘ ¢ 0e on ay tts Kand 
of Taine, Not to insist upon that intelligence, purity, aud elev ation ot chi a moter, with 
ont which moral ert can ne where be apprehended in its best light, ors rc resa y 
prosecuted, there must be firmness, sofrened by kiuduess; a jively wens. wie i 
Inexhaustible tcrbearance; gond temper and equauimity | vigilance ett ens in 
details; quick perception; ready puderstanding 0 cn cree aul peeiees sal ane 

[ igni ic i isplayiag itsel al] be at nll tines tel an: all, real dignity, which, without displaying i i b 3 : wn 
ner a3 to engage obedieuce and not aronse hustility. To ve rst us “ oudowed he nak 

: is ¢ arati easy; to those uot, wearly jap n al f moral government is comparatively easy; 8 ae , i ane 
government of this prison, with snch assistants—and I eudeavor to have seh only i i 
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w i it he described 10 he—mere caprice. very well seem tike what it hes been descril 0 caprict nase who 
know ‘and will be at the pains to weigh and judge in the nmtter, it will seem fir differ: 
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not conclusive evidence to my mind that it is to be ever thereafter necessary; or t 
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may be very wholesome restraint or indulgence to the mujority, or intolerable to others. 
Thee are a part of the views and opinions wl 

might not be injurious 

    

practice in this institution. The success which has attended the effort may be more Lecomingly spoken of by others. 
for the advancement and elevation of ihe mifortuuate beings who hav charge. have been very far execeded by the Progress they have actaai tal and moral culture, in self-control, ja charity and forbearance towards each other, aul, ludeed. in the cultivation of matty of those virtues which can alone confer happi- 33, ani fit them to live in society without mi esting it, and enjoy the liberty to which they must one day be restored, either for good or evil. 

  

Q. Tn leaving out of your code of Jaws for the government oa! which you considered merely arbitrary, or adopted mor those in ebarge thaa for the henefit of the goverued ; discretion as to ditferent ponishment to different indivi in case of iafraction of your own laws, what has been the effect upon the general de- portmeut of those under your charge; and especially as to obedience and submission to such punishment as yon may thiuk proper to administer ? A. [think the effect of the mode of government I have endeavored to define has been. to secare more perfect submission, a greater degree of cheerfulness in obedience, aud very generally a hearty desire to co-operate with the officers to preserve good order and kindly relations throughout the iustitution. In some cases offenders against onv rules have prononneed their own penalties, and inflicted ahem volautarily upon themselves; and I have no recollection of a case far nearly two years, in which the Jus- tice of any punishment that we have inflicted has been culled in question by the party i any one of her tellow-prigoners, 
neuce of these rules the number of offences has been greatly lessened, cter materially changed. They are less violent and wanton than for- merly. Except in rare instances, indeed, they are little different from those which are An offensive word is rarely utter ed, aud resistance to any requirement is scarcely ever made. When I have extraordi- wry requtremeuts to make. I give the person the reason why they are made, and always endeavor first to convince them, that however disagreeable it may be to them to yield, it is but reasonable and proper for them to do so. The instances are very rare in which such persuasion will not prevail to any necessary extent. It takes away from obedience the character of blind submission, aud makes it an intelligent act. 

f the convicts thase laws 
re for the ease aud comfort of 

and in the exercise of your own 
duals, according to circumstances, 

    

At the close of this examination Mrs. Farnham handed to the committee the follow. ing extract from the Hudson River Chronicle : 
The following letter was received by a clergyman of this are juformed that another of our divines has received one of writer of the one we publish. 

_. As the correspondence refers to a public institution, and those who are charged with its administrativa, we feel that we do not violate the sanctity of private correspondence iu pablishiug it. The reverend geatleman permits their publication at our earnest solici. tation, and we give them publicity in the hope, and with the desire that it may lead to au tuvestigation. 

Here are the letters :— 

place last week, and we 
& similar import from the 

61 Wat-strEet, New Yorx Crry, August 4, 1846, To vire Rev. Me. Mors®, oF THE Bartisr CHURCH, SING SIxg :— Rey. Sie: Tearned, a few days since, with profound mortification and re; Urely respectable, that you have recently found it to be within the sphere of inents, not privately, affecting the official as well ag private character of Mrs. Farnham, the matron of 
the femule prison at Siny Sing, which, if established, would render the continuance of her connection 
with the prizon discreditable to the institution, and highly censurable in those to whom the selection of that officer is intrusted, 

‘The language ascribed to you imports that Mrs, Farnham is herself a roman of ill fame ; that she per. 
mits, or has permitted, improper intercourse to be carried on between the male and JSemale convicts; and 
hat Persons have had access to the female Prison, for a like purpose, at improper hours of the night, with er Consent, 

Of vourse charges like these, coming from so responsible a quarter, involve too serious consequen- 
ces. hoth to her whose character they impeach, and to the institution to which she ia attached, ta be over- looked, at least by those who are charged with the supervision of thia branch of the public service. No person ig brobahly more sensible of thie than yourself ‘annot suppose that these remarks 

2ret, from a quarter en- 
your duty to make state.    

€ could have escaped you, until you had fully satiefied yourself that they imported trutha which it con- that their utterance could in no event work an injustice to the party 

cermed the public to know, and 
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whore livelihood they put in peril, and whose happiness and influence they might destroy, As one of 
the inspectors of this prison, and, in common with mg colleagues, responsible for the official conduce 
of auch of its officers as are subject to our appointment, L nave felt it to be my duty to ask you if T 
ave been correctly advised of the statements you are reported to have made respecting Mre, Farn- 

ham, and if so, that you will have the kindness to furnish me with rhe evidence or authority which 
have led you to entertain them. woe 

1 fee] that I owe,you no apology for this request, for you must be tov solicitous for the welfare of 
the unfortunate creatures committed to this lady’s chi to permit your silence to perpetuate an in- 
fluence which you must esteem fatal to the highest int-rests of those who receive it 

am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servan 
JOHN BIGELOW, Inspector, etc. 

The evident object of the above letter was, to repeat an untrue charge, and attribute 
it to Mr. Morse, supposing that the reverend geutlemen would explicitly deny having 
made such utterance. This was to be published (without the letter which called it 
forth) as a complete refutation of any stories that have been, or herealter may be, 
circulated respecting the character and official conduct of the matrou. How far he has 
succeeded, may be ascertained by a perusal uf the following reply, which we have vb- 
tained for publication :-— 

Sine Sine, August 10, 1846. 
To Mr. Bicexow, Inspector oF THE SraTE Prison aT Sexe Sting :— 
Dear Str: 1 received a communication from you on Tuesday last, making inquiry concerning 

certain statements that you had learned had been made by que in relation to Mrs, Farnham, matron 
of the prison at this place. . 

ean assure you that { was pleased to receive your epietle, hoping that there is a sinerre d2aire on 
your part to ascertain the real state of thi to which you ailude. If this be tho case, 
6elf to do all that I can, consistently. to assist you in this work. Batif you de: ing 
Process that has given the inspectors such notoriety for the past six months, 1 will have nothing to do 

i atter. 
In the meantime, do not entertain the idea that any number of letters addressed either to the clergy 

or other citizens, will render us silent on a subject that cries so loud tor rc aa. 
I will not vouch that there will not be an improvement in the mora’s, t 31 of the matron and cul- 

prits, after a free use of “ Fowler's Sexual Intercourse,” and such like virt.eue books. 
{Ob B, C. MORSE. 

The above correspondence must convince the public that the prison js a sink of pol- 
lution, unfit for the purposes for which it was designed; and we demand an investiga- 
tion on the part of the inspectors. If they will institute an investigation, open and free 
to ail, and allow us to jatroduce and examine witnesses, we will show them that the 
affairs of the prison are grossly mismanaged ; that scenes of iniquity, of horrid cruelty, 
and of excessive indulgence, daily occnr within the prison wails, aud that the actions 
of some of its rulers are unworthy of, and would cast disgrace upon, the most abandone: 
of God’s creatures, 

If the inspectors really desire light—if they, in truth and sincerity, would correct the 
abuses that are known to exist at the prison—they have but to “seek and they shall 

find.” . 
Will they give us an impartial investigation? or must we wait uatil the meeting of 

the Legislature, and then force them to be honest and to do their duty? 
We await your action, gentlemen. 

As the committee, supposing they had finished their labors so far as related to this 

prison, had made arrangements to leave for New York on that afternoon,they could not 

then enter iuto a further investigation. Believing, however, that they should but par- 

tially discharge their duty, if, after having been made acquainted with charges so seri- 
ously implicating the character of the matron of this prison, they should close their 

examination without attempting to discover their truth, they addressed letters to the 

editor of the Hudson River Chronicle, and to the Rev. Mr. Morse, informing those 

gentlemen that they would resume their investigations on a specified day, at the Amer- 
ican Hotel, in Sing Sing, and respectfully inviting each of them then and there to at- 

tend, for the purpuse of substantiating their charges. The Rev. Mr. Morse did not 

even deign to reply. The editor of the Chronicle excused himself for not meeting 43, 

by telling us we did not possess his confidence; that the Association were the tools of 

John W. Edmonds avd Mrs. Farnham; that the then recent change of politics insured 

him an examination by a committee of the Legislature; and concluded by subscrib- 

ing himself, “with all pus respect, etc., etc., J. B. Swain.” 
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Y in this quarter, the commit- to whom they addressed, at his request, a 

Having been foiled in their attempt to obtain testimon: tee next turned their attention to Mr. Luckey, a letter propounding the following questions : , 

ist. Did Mrs. Farnhai i 
min, 

Mrs. im use impro: books, ei 
chapel at arnha Proper books, either for the i ing i ap L ar f ¥ distribution among the convicts, and if so, please state what thee fhe lee t ere ? 
ing the plat year, and ico, any mal-administration of gevernment dur- 3rd. Has any unlawful use of the p: “ime bees all 

< Yl risoners’ ti i and if so, at what time, and on what occasion ne been allowed during the past rents 
4th. Ha: Surin ss Mrs. Farnham shown any marked indifference to the best i, a 1 gement of the prison during thi if 80, howe 

8 at ot 
S the past year, and if so, how, 

5th. Have you ever had reas: A § ion to b. 
i of ae Bible, or discountenanced its ase 1 Farnbam deprived the Prisoners of ee prion coer ay tee 2 introduce any immoral or irreligious works for the 

they wens 
ch you felt bound to ubject, and if 80, please state ‘what 

7th. Supposing the 6th iz query to be answe: i after you had expressed your disapprobation “Hirmatively, 
ham delivered Fow} 

t of the 
and on 

lieve that Mrs. 
hem 

did she urge ¢ 
8th. When Mrs, Farn! 

eee did you understand or 
ence, and that she wag 

‘isoners ? : 

ection and control? 
@ committee, in i inguiries, limi 

fist 9 * making these inguiries, limited their j 5s _Yeat, as at the close of that period Mr. Luckey, soasion particularly to express his entire satisfaction r of the inspectors, 
1 f th 

o a 
's of the pri fe ms Mr. Luckey replied that the Limitation above made dered mm to respond te some of our questions i ; Harities of the case required,” Hes ¢ , 

oon he might have to make on this subject, ended our correspondence, and with it, the exami c > male department of the Sing Sing prison. 

ineir investigations to the last 
in his annual report, had taken 

not only in regard to the condnet 

directly to the Legislature. 
nation of the committee of the fe- 

JOHN D. RUS: 

: JOHN DUER, Committee 
8, 

ABNER BENEDICT, i 
of 

Investigation. 
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preserving order, two keepers, provided-yvith moccasins, are quietly perambulating the 

corridors, checking attempts at disorder, aiid attending 1o the wants of the convicts. 

Having thus generally described the prison and the ordinary routine of its opera- 
Hions, we shall, before leaving this branch of the subject, pot out some of its most ob- 

vious defects. These arise from the size of the cells, a want of proper ventilation, a 

want of light, too low a temperature, and in a portion of the cells, dampness. 

First, then, THE s1ZE OF THE CELLS.—These, like all those in prisons on the Auburn 

plan, are constructed for the one great object of securely packing, in the most econom- 

ical manner, the greatest number of human beings in the smallest possible space. To 

ain this end, each cell is about 7 feet long by 7 feet high, and 34 wide, affording just 

roon for standing’ or lying, having an aggregate capacity of only 176 cubic feet, which 

of course is materially diminished by the furniture of the room and the individual occu- 

paut; so that, withont an efficient ventilation, all the air in the apartment would be 

breathed ever and rendered unwholesome in less than two hours. This air, as im- 

portant for the health, vigor, and support of the system as pure water or wholesome 

food, is further vitiated by the emanations from the body, the remains of the supper, 

znd the exhalatious from the night-tubs. The ouly chance for the renewal of the air 

is that affurded by the half-grated door, and a ventilating shaft about four inches 

square, in the back part of the cell, near the tap, which in most instances possesses no 

alanght, or when it does, serves as a means of communication between the adjoining 

cella, Sucli, however, is the imperfect nature of the ventilation, that the cells in the 

ing have a most disagreeable and repulsive odor; and if the testimony of the con- 

vos may be taken as evidence of the fact, in many iustances the air isso con- 

d that the cells are rendered still more unwhclesome by the exhalations and moist- 

frum die body and lungs, which, condensed, may in the morning be seen trickling 

émwn the walls iu streams. This defect, no donbt, is a prolific source both of consump- 

tion aud ybermatism, diseases so common in prison. 

2 supposing the ventilation to be perfect, so far as the cells are concerned, yet, if 

siculate the entire area of the cuclosing building, it will only give 400 cubic feet 

of air for each cell, or a fall supply for four hours only, which, in cold weather, when 

the doors are shut, is vitiated and consumed by a number of stoves kept con- 
stantly heated. This air, it must be recollected, warmed by the stoves, ascends into 

the upper part of the prison, there to be covled, and fall back on the stoves, re-heated, 

and ascend; so that the upper part of the prison is constantly supplied bya continually 

deterivrating atmesphere. The most effectual method of ventilating and heating pris- 

ons, seems to be on the plan adopted at Pentonville, near London. 

The next important defect which we observed was a want of light, both natural and 

artificial. The latter want may be easily supplied by directing attention te the subject; 

and it seers to us both expedient and necessary, that this should be accomplished at once. 

In the winter season, from five to nine o’clock might be, by many of the convicts, devoted 
toreading and study, and still leave ample time for rest. This would also afford an admi- 

rable opportunity for the chaplain and other officers to converse with the convicts, and 
exert those moral influences which are calculated to produce good results. The de- 

fect, however, in regard to the natural light is not so easily corrected. Something, per- 

haps, might be done, by increasing the size of the windows. Still the evil will, in 

this way, be but partially remedied, and perhaps can only be completely relieved by 

8 re-construction of the entire prison. As it now is, a large portion of the convicts can- 

not see to read, excepting during the hour at breakfast and at dinner, and then only in 

clear weather. 

While examining the cells our attention was directed to another matter equally ne- 

cessary to the comfort of the prisoners, viz: their bedsteads. Where such numbers of 

individuals are collected together, all using the same atmosphere, experience teaches  
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that it is next to impossible perfectly to guard against the encroachments and attacks of 

those foul vermin which are so disgusting to every cleanly housewife. Ina prison, where 

the only means of purification js the white-wash brush, no hiding-place should be 

allowed them; and on this account we regretted to observe, that in the cells, instead of 

iron bedsteads, pme boards were provided, which, from the long period many of them 

had been in use, must necessarily have afforded a harbor for swarms of those pestifer- 

ous little animals. Unless the attacks of these animals are considered and intended asa 

necessary part of punishment, we would suggest the immediate adoption of those mea- 

sures most calculated to rid the prison of their presence. 

Worxsnors.—The slight examination we were enabled to give this department, and 

the limited knowledge of the committee in relation to mechanical operations, will not 

allow them to give an opinion as regards the adaptation and arrangement of the differ- 

ent workshops, for the different purposes for which they are employed. It appeared, 

however, to the committce that improvements might be suggested, which might add 

to the convenience, and at the same time administer to the discipline, of the prison. 

There is, however, one subject connected with this branch, on which they feel compe- 

tent to speak with more assurance, and that is, in regard to the closeness, and confined 

and poisonous air of almost all the workshops. This was apparent in the State-shops, 

weaver’s-shop, and particularly in the fileshop, where, added to the exhalations from 

150 men, the air is further contaminated and consumed by a couple of blacksmiths’ fires 

or forges. 

Hosritat.—The same defect was apparent here which we have noticed in other parts 

of the establishment; a defect the more inexcusable, as good air is as necessary for a 

speedy restoration to health as good food, or medicine itself, Without it the exercise 

of the greatest skill, the most wnwwearying attention, and the most appropriate remedies 

will frequently prove unavailing. We cannot but think it reflects great negligence on 

the part of the medical attendant, never to have presented this subject for the consid- 

eration of the Inspectors and the Legislature. 

Besides an imperfect ventilation, the room appeared to us deficient in that exact and 

perfect order and neatness which ought to exist in such a place. The wails were 

* eracked and yellow, discolored by flies and lamp-smoke, and cobwebs were discovered 

in different parts of the room, some of which seemed of long standing : the floor was also 

very dirty. The beds appeared to be tolerably comfortable, but they were spread upor 

cots, and of course subject to the same objection as the bed-boards in the ceils. No 

apparatus is provided for bathing, and no attempts seem ever to have been made to 

enforce personal cleanliness ; in fact, several of the prisoners informed us that it was 

frequent recurrence for prisoners to enter the prison dirty, from the workshop, and die 

without being once cleansed. 

The intelligent physician who presides over this department is surely well aware of 

the importance of cleanliness in a medical point of view; and it is a matter of astonish- 

ment that he should have allowed such a state of things to exist. His own reputation, 

as well ag the interests of the prison, are materially affected thereby. 

Many cases of great hardship and suffering, arising from a want of medical advice 

daring the night, came to our knowledge ; and from all tve could gather, we are pet 

suaded that the medical officer should be a resident of the prison, or in juxtaposition 

with it, so that he might be called at any hour of the night. Two or three recent eases 

of individuals being attacked in the night, and lying in great agony aud suffering until 

the morning, were named to us: and in two cases, one of apoplexy aud the other of 

cholera, life was absolutely endangered by the delay. Other advantages, beside that of 

being always ready, might be secured by such an appointment. As convicts frequently 

feign sickness or insanity, it would afford the physician a better opportunity of judging 

of the fact. And with his attention constantly directed to those general laws of hygeine 
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su cssential to be observed in the management of a prison, he would be enabled to aug. 

‘ ot those alterations and changes in diet, dress, and employments, which the healthof 
the prisoners and the profit of the State require. He might also afford i he | / : g able assistance 

to the chaplain, as a moral instructor. ; It appears to t at sa Pr 

ted yearly to such an object, would be profitably Teena thousand dellars eppro- 

Crotmxe.—The clothing of the prisoners seems generally acceptable. It consists of 

a jucket, vest, pantaloons, and cap, of white and black striped cloth, with cott “shi 

woollen socks, good shoes, and in some i: : hte are 
sometimes made in this pe 

in may 

acter. 

tances drawers, etc., cic. Complaints are 
e ticular, and we have no question but these complaints are 

, ances wi aaa iacden tentar 3 } : ny Instances well founded. Particuiar attention sould be pail to cases of this char- 

a The owy general complaint, in regard to clothing, seemicd te arise from the want of 

she an pillows. To supply this deficiency the prisoners are driven to varioug 

impertect substitutes, which consist for the must part in nsing their clothes, and s . 

es shoes, for this purpose; the shoes are placed tue to toe, at the heads of the beds, 

me he clothes throwu over, to keep them in place and render them more agreeable, 
Ge shoes sine . P git . . . ° . 

nae Shoes being made of stiif leather, answer very well in winter; but when summer 

rales of the prise 

sianding our vi 

are worn without stockings, they become exceedingly offensive. The 

m make it imperative upon the agext to furnish pillows; but notwith- 

: sit was at least three months after the mle was adopted, no effort had 

pen made 0 coinply therewith. Sheets do not appear so absolutely necessary as pil- 
ows; but wher we consider the izing effe f these li 

withhold our opinion that they ore onaunalinely for vant ae ven at dive fine, We withbal inion. ¥ are ey gly nt as means of discipline. We 

see all about us, in lite, how ezsy it is to elevate, by delicate attentions, cleanliness, and 

comfort, and how easy to brutalize, by neglect, and filth, and wretehedne ‘. mee 
Diet.—-The coustant fault-finding, in regard to provisions, as well as the evidence of 

night otherwise have made. tis a vepronch to any eficer placed over an establish: 

ment of this kind, that le should, with the daily me ms of detection in his power allow 

frauds to be committed upon the poor prisoners like t which will appear from our 

oxtracts from the kitchen-book, and which are rendered still more enormous by the 

facts proved by the testimony of the keepers and eur owt inspection, that provisions 

were not only poorer in kind than those contracted for, but were in some instances so 

bad in quality as to be even offensive to the senses of taste and smelling. But let th 

timony speak. ” ° 

TESTIMONY. 

John C. Neill, agent for Hotchkiss & Sinith, carpet department + 
eye tL wT i i @ i lease state your knowledge in regard to the food of the prisoners ? 

3 t appears to be uearly right at present, although about four or five 
it was far from being right. . 

& What has been the general fare of the pSseners during the year? 
bien - Thave not takeu notice of the food throughout the year: but my attention has 

en occasionally called to it by seeing large quantities of swill leave the prison, which 
a pot Deen the case lately to such an extent. , 
. Mas are any thing else that attracted your attention to this subject ? 

to uber ve | ailing off of the men in their work, which they attributed to want ot ability 
eater gn a provisions, and also that their food, such as it was, was not 

Q. Haw long did the failing off continue ? 
A. From the time I cume here I have found the m ini i i 

within the last four or five weeks. n_complaiting occasionally, unt 
. pe ihe men now work better than they did before? 

eget more work out of them row, in the same time, th: i ; now, same , than we did before, 
they do nearly as much work as they did when days were longer, res BA 

weeks since 
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Q. Do you know whether the prisoners were provided. with fresh provisions or not? 

A, My belief is, that there has been no fresh provision provided, except for the 

ic 
Q. Are there any other facts you wish to state 1 | 

A. My opinion is that if the table system was introduced, it would remedy most of 

| the evils complained of; the present method of mixing up all the food in one kid, like 

| pouring swill into a trough, disgusts, in many instances, the prisoner with his food, and 

: 
GON 

brutalizes the man. 
JOHN C. NEEL. 

John Mead.-—Am keeper of the machine shop; have been there since about the last 

week of October. Have been keeper in the prison three and a half years. T he first 

three months I was relief keeper about the yard; then I was put into the mache 

shop; from thence to the kitchen ; was there from October Ist, 1845, till October 23rd, 

18. My duties in the kitchen were to superintend the men in the kitchen and the 

ns. There was nota barrel of bread or meat opened without iny seeing it. 

The provisions were coutracted for fast year the same as the present year; same cons 

tractors, I believe. The provisions of 1846 were generally good, with only one or two 

A large part of the potatoes rotted and injured the balance. There was, 

perhaps, twenty-five barrels of the beef quite salt—very salt. The last v s 

jn the kitchen there was ten or twelve barrels of pork shoulders which was a little 

tainted near the bone. The flour, generally, during the year 1846, has been good. 

There were sume few barrels witch I iuspected, w: tich had worms in its probably 

eight or ten barrels which contained worms. No sour flour was ever used whilst I 

was in the kitchen. TT fouud » parrel of four sour, I sent it back, as T did with oth- 

ers which had been wet and was packed bard. The rice used in the prison has heen 

a fair article, but broken and wormy, which E had lecked over and washed. Mr. EL 

dridge freyuently comes into the kitchen, examines the provisions, sometimes two or 

three times a week. As to the provisions ft over in the kids, if itis not d, it is 

saved and served up next day——bee ad bread, pork au 

finally goes into the tubs for the sv 2 contractor, who pays, as fam informed, 

per auran, which L suppose isa fair price for it. The keeper im the kitchen never 

received any compeusation other than his salary. Fresh provisions were not served 

half a dozen times during the time 1 was in the kitehen. ‘Tbe convicts were either 

furnished with potatoes, turnips, onlous or cabbage for eight mouths out of twelve.* 

They had_cabbages. raw, cut up, for two or three times a week, for about three 

weeks in September. ‘Tho scurvy lroke out in the prison in July or August, and no 

vegetables had been served the convicts for about six weeks prior thereto. 
JOUN MEAD. 

Lorenzo Stanshury.—tlave been a keeper in the kitchen in Mount Pieasant Prison 

since the 22nd day of October Just. Then I first came futo the kitchen, [ took up the 

same plan as I had understood my predecessors had adopted. But £ found that the 

boiled rice was not geuerally eaten, but returned, 1 commenced, luwever, giving 

them dry rations, }yread aud ineat, which they seemed to like better. When L first 

went in we had but few vegetables of any kind, except tarnips. Now we have pota- 

toes, beets, carrots, onions, nud cabbage. When I came in there were about 35 barrels 

of pork shoulders, which the men ce: mplained of, and which [did not consider was 

quite what it ought to be. ‘The morning meal now is bread, meat, and rye-cuttee + the 

dinner is beef or pork, with potatoes or some other vegetables, beets or carrots. 

have had fresh meat abont twice in ten days—a little ofrener than once a week. 

meat has been beef, consisting of “ cargg.” “ clean meat,” © shin,” and “ check 

3g aration of bread: the yation cousists of half a pound of bread. Such convic: 

uire more, are served with extra rations of bread. The quantity of meal is in 

about one-half. ‘The ratiou in the morning is the same iu quantity as at noon, being 

about three quariers of a pound to each meal. There were four or five tierces of bat 

rice, which liad worms, which J endea vored to clean by sifting, and then I mixed about 

one-third of that with other goed rice. The quantity of molasses is 15 gallons to 700 

men—being a little less than half a gi to each man. The quantity of mush is at least 

three pints to a common ration —the extra, two quarts. The evening meal is mash and 

molasses, without any change. ~ 

‘As to the barrels, Mr. Radtord gave me to understand that if I could take care of the 

good ones for him, I might have the old ones. As to any meat or other articles which 

* Sce on the next page the memorandum from the kitchen-book, which, we helieve, was kept ‘by Mr. 

Mead, in relation to this subject. 
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YT might want, I was to keep an account and pay fo: i i S x the same. 
used for about a mouth, as the Inspectors said st yas not ood. The rice T have not 

LORENZO STANSBURY. 

Jokn P.Trucks.—I am a keeper in Mount Pleasant Prison, in the hospital and hall 
Have been there four months. Vinegar is served up to the convicts whenever they 
have vegetables which require it—about a gill and a haif ata time. Rye-coifee, ab 2 

pint, is served at every cell in the morning, and is generally drank. Ever: "cell i 
provided witha straw bed, bunk, and doar blankets; a book-shelf, with a Bible and 
Prayer Book ; knife, fork, spoon, tin and asinall enp for vinegar. and a wood 
cau win pe amber of the cell on it, which is the furniture left in the cell. The have 
a aught and kid, which they take out in the morning. Pillows are not provided by 

The meat used i spital L fc going there, was v1 i. afte used in the, hospital i found, on going there, seas every bad. I considered 
i for any . ce that time I have got better meat. The bread used in 
the hospital is made of eheat middlings, and is not proper bread for sick people or in 
dds, Vor the last three months there were two deaths in the hospital Ewing and 
Skiver—who were admitted to cots, and died of consumption. In the hospital the 
have ‘nattrasses, sheets, and pillows. ‘The inmates are lccked up in the hospital a 

hour in the morning, an hour and a quarter at noon, and from halttpast 4, P. M,, to 7, 
A. M., without any officer of the prison being with them. The average number of in- 
mates in the hospital is about twenty. The drugs and medicines used in the hos; ital 
are of fair quality. The sick are sometimes seut from the hospital, or other sho: , to 
the State shop, with a ticket for no work. They are often as comfortable thi E hs 
would be in the hospital. JOHN P. TRUCKS y 

The monthly consumption of meat, allowing the number of prisoners to be 800, which 

probably is less than the true average, would be, for prime beef, 24,000 Ibs. and for 

merchantable inspected prime pork, 18,000 Ibs. By the kitchen book however it 

appears, that instead of the articles thus contracted for, there was supplied to the 

prison the following descriptions of meat in the following quantities :— 

| | 
i 
! 

  Fresh | Salt Smoked | Sb 
mutton. | mutton, | Pork. | shoulders. shouldere, 

4,742 

Pork : shoulders, Fresh beet. 
  

; December,1845, 7,593 
6. ‘January, 

t 3,898 
12,000 

4,400 3,477 

4,800 14,000 
15,000 ‘September, do 

October, do | 8,400 16,600 
        

| 

| 

| 7,290 | 28 

| 
| 

| 

| 
1,000 | 

| 
! 14,200 7,593 16.742 | 9.708 | 44.538 20,077 
  

From this table it appears that the prison was supplied for four months and two- 

thirds with pork; that for seven days they were supplied with smoked shoulders, 

equal, or perhaps superior to the requisitions of the contract; that for two months and 

a lulf they were probably supplied with rations in accordance with the contract; and 

that for three months they were fed three-sevenths of the time on pork shoulders ; 

aud the remainder, being four-sevenths, they were fed on pork short shoulders, or, in 

other words, pork of the very poorest kind: in addition to this, for one-third of a 
month they were supplied with salted mutton, an article always ‘bearing an inferior 

Price in the market. Whether the contractor was benefited by this deviation from the 
strict letter of his agreement or not, is not material for the committee to inquire ; but 

we fact of such a deviation, they have believed it their duty to bring thus distinctly to 

he knowledge of the Association. The supply of vegetables, although answering to 

the letter of the agreement, can hardly, we believe. be in accordance with its spirit.  
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The three and a half bushels of potatoes per hundred rations, provided for in the contract 

for the first six months, has resulted in a full supply of vegetables for the first four 

months of the year only: in June, a partial supply for fifteen days; July, for four days; 

and in September, for eleven days. In the other months no vegetables were supplied. 

The following extract from the contract for rations, made by Philip Earl, of the city 

of New York, with Hiram P. Rowell, agent of the Mount Pleasant State Prison, com- 

mencing November 1, 1845, and ending October 31. 1846, will show the quality of the 

provisions provided for by the contract, and the extract from the kitchen book, previ- 

ously given, will show the actual supply :— 

Each hundred rations of said supplies shall consist of one hundred pounds of good 
merchantable inspected prime beet, slaughtered and packed this coming fall and win- 
ter, or seventy-five pounds af merchantable inspected prime pork; fifty pounds of good 
merchantable sifted Indian meal; two gallons of good molasses; two quarts of good 
cider vinegar; two ounces of good ground pepper; one quart of fine salt; and three 
and a half bushels of potatoes, or their equivalent in beets, turnips, carrots, onions, peas, 
beans, and rice, at the agent’s discretion, and two quarts of rye in the grain. 

The contract for 1847 differs from the foregoing only in making the provision for 

supply of vegetables discretionary for the first six months, instead of absolute, and in 

providing for a supply of fresh meat twice a week during six months of the year, at the 

rate of 87 pounds per 100 rations. 
Cuzanuixess.—The rules of the prison require that each prisoner should be provided 

with a packet handkerchief or a towel. Both these articles seem indispensable ; and 

certainly little can be said in favor of an arrangement which provides but one article for 

two such discordant purposes. The use of blankets, instead of sheets, te want of pil- 

Jows and pillow-cases, the difficulty of obtaining the means necessary for personal eb- 

lution, all encourage and teach uncleanly habits. And although weekly provision is made 

for clean shirts and stocki: and the floors of the cells, besides being occasionally 

swept, are almost daily besmeared with whitewash, this is only making clean the outside, 

We trust all these things will be remedied as soon as the Croton is introduced. 
The washing of the establishment is performed by the convicts, in rather a primitive 

manner; and although it is often shockingly ill-done, it nevertheless answers, and will 
perhaps be considered good enough for convicts. But whatever may be the facilities for 

washing, there is no proper arrangement for drying, at least in the winter season ; so that 

frequently the galleries of the priron are necessarily crowded with wet clothes, thus 

rendering the air impure, and filling tee cells with moisture, making them unhealthy 

and disagreeable. An establishment like this should, without doubt, possess a drying- 

room, as well as a proper apparatus for washing. 

Epucativx.—By an examivation of the prisoners in the prison at Preston, England, 

it was shown that, ont of 146, 135 were found who could not say the Lord’s prayer, 

and 116 whe could not answer ithe question, Who is your Saviour? This startling fact 

Jed us to similar inquiries in this prison; and although iu every instance In which we 

supposed there conid be any reason to doubt the assertion of the prisoner, we insisted 

upon his attempt to repeat it, we only found about one in every ten that could not 

repeat it perfectly; a most striking and decided difference in favor of the education 

of our prisoners. But notwithstanding this flattering comparison, much remains for us 

to do, in properly diffusing moral, religious, and ordinary inswuction. The sentiment 

of the poet, “ Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring,” seems peculiarly appli- 

cable to the case of prisoners; for while small draughts intoxicate, we may with safety 

rely on drinking largely to sober them again. Many of the prisoners show an anxious 

desire for information, and in some of the cells we found libraries of trom ten to thirty 

volumes, of the higher branches of mathematics, physics, and philosophy. These pri- 

sonera had been a long time in confinement, and had made most of their proficiency in 

these branches while in durance. 
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To afford all the necessary opportunities for instruction, the number of teachers 
should be increased five fold; and, in fact, every keeper and officer of the prison should 
not only be competent, but required to take part, at stated times, in the particular in- 
straction of the convicts, while his daily conversation and demeanor should be hourly 
and constantly conveying the great lesson of moral duty and obligation. More atten- 
tion should be paid to procuring and selecting a library for the use of the convicts, We are persuaded that much good might result from assembling the convicts daily, morn- 
ing and evening, in the chapel, for five or ten Minutes, for prayer. 
Orricers.—-A great change has been effected in the officers of this prison, within the 

last two years, and a higher order of intellect been sought for and obtained, than was 
ever hefore employed. Some few keepers, to be sure, still remain, on whose brow 
nature has written “animal ;” but these only hold their places by an uncertain tenure 
and occasion will only be wanting to fill their places more acceptably. We fear, 
however, that the standard is not yet sufficiently elevated, and that their pay is 
inadequate to the imposition of those high and important functions te which we have 
just alluded. 
Contract System.—This system, under ignorant, weak, or dishonest officers, seems 

best suited to advance the pecuniary interests of the institution; but with a judicious 
capable, and energetic officer, it is only paying to another the profit the State ought 
itself to realize. Besides, it is liable to so many objections, on account of the various 
ways in which it interferes with the discipline, and consequently with the reformation, 
of the convicts, that it is questionable whether the pecuniary gain is not more than com. 
peusated for by the moral loss. 
Heattu.—So far as the appearance of the prisoners is an indication of their state of 

health, we should not expect to find a very high standard in this prison. Constant con- 
finement to the cell or the workshop, with previous exposure, undoubtedly prevents 
that high tone of bodily vigor which is so frequent among a free population. This, how- 
ever, is an evil incident to imprisonment, and common to all prisons; but this prison 
falls far beneath the average of our prisons in point of health. the deaths last year 
amounting to almost four in every hundred of population. To what cause is this in- 
creased mortality to be attributed? Is it to be mainly ascribed to the greater number 
of Prisoners; the piling of gallery upon gallery; to diet, discipline, or medical treat. 
ment? 

The diseases of the past year seem to have been similar to those of former years, with 
the exception of the scurvy, which attacked between thirty and forty of the prisoners, 
but which was, in most instances, speedily conquered. There is, however, one young 
man in the hospital, who has been rendered a cripple for life through this disease, and 
is obliged to walk on his knees. ‘ 

It is a disgrace to the State, that, in the midst of a country producing such a profusion 
of vegetables, they should suffer the convicts to be deprived of the necessary and health- 
giving aliment until such results are produced. 
Kitcuen.—Next to providing good food, is the necessity of having it well cooked. 

Indeed, poor food may be rendered palatable by proper attention to the manner of 
preparing it, and good food rendered unpalatable and disgusting by carelessness and 
indifference. The convicts in this prison have to submit to the infliction of one of these 
evils constantly, and to both occasionally. This indifference about preparing the food, 
has an undoubted influence on the discipline ; and we have no doubt but by improving 
the cooking, the discipline would be improved. 
if it is necessary for punishment that men should live on disgusting or unwholesome 

fond, it is equally necessary, for productiveness, that their diet should be comfortable 
and wholesome. The practice of carrying their food to their cells, there to be consumed, 
seems highly objectionable, as the food, however well it may be cooked, becomes 

24 
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cold before it is eaten, and is thus rendered unpalatable ; and in ile winter season, we 

are informed, it is sometimes frozen before it is used. The table system seems to be 

decidedly preferable to the present plan of eating in the ceils, and we would urge its 

adoption, both for the purpose of economy and comfort. 
Means or Costmusrcation.—The attempt to enforce the law of silence has given 

} bivtht ay Stratagems and devices, how most effectually and sately its penalties may 

§ be avoided. ‘That it is utterly impossible to prevent communication, is apparent from 

the admitted fact, that any unusual occurrence, or interesting intelligence, is known 

thronghont the prison within twenty-four hours after it happens. Tt would be impos- 

| sible for us to describe all the various plana that ingenuity has devised, for the purpose 

‘of defeating the intentions ef the Jaw. We shall, however, enumerate a few of them, 

for the purpose of showing haw frequent and various are the opportunities thus afforded 

them for communicating with each other. Altera short novitiate prisoners learn to con- 

verse without moving their lips; so that, amid the din of the workshop, with their eyes 

fixed steadily upoa their work, they are frequently able, in this way, to hold free com- 

inuuication. This also happens in the lock-step, where they are thrown, into such close 

proximity. Another mode ef communication is, by means of notes scratched upon lea- 

ther, written with chalk or coal ou chips, or with pencil on scraps of paper, and hand- 

ed along the line while manmuvrhig in the yard. Those in adjoining cells communicate 

by means of pieces of paper tied to a string, and thrown from one cell-door to the 

other. Notes are occasionally written on slates or pieces of paper, and left with direc- 
tions to the hall-boys tu carry to such or such a cell, and get an answer or not, as the 

case may require. Besides these indivect methods, there isa vast deal of direct commu- 

. nication. 
Pusisuuents.—The rates of the prison, established m September last, by the in- 

spectors, provide that all punishments shall be ordered by the principal keeper, and 

Jimits their kind to the following, viz.: Privation of food—privation of bedding, of 

books, of tobacco—change of work, of dress, of rations—solitary confiuement—shower- 

bath—the lash. The penalties of the lash and shower-bath can only be inilicted in the 
presence of the keeper. 

Previous to the adoption of these rules, the keeper of the prison had himself com- 

menced the work of reform, in which he has steadily persevered to this moment; and 

it is gratifying to know, that while the discipline of the prison is perfectly maintained, 

the nwmber of offences and amount of punishment have rapidly decreased 

Under these circumstances, and with the confident belief that the present keeper in- 

tends most strictly to carry out the good work which he has so auspiciously begun, 

we feel sorry to be obliged to call attention toan occurrence which perhaps was, more 

than anything else, instrumental in bringing about the very melioration we have just 

described. We should not, however, have performed our duty as faithful examiners, if 

we had omitted to notice so questionable a use of power. The following testimony is 

therefore presented. 

Extracted from the journal of the keeper, Harman Eldridge :— 

January 29, 1846. Opened in good order. Mr. Coates sent for me about half-past 
two o’clock, and informed me that two of his negroes had been quarrelling. I informed 
him that relief should be sent him, and directed him to take them into the hall and 
punish them. When Mr. Coates arrived in the hall with Orange and Johnson, Orange 
refused to be punished, and threatened the life of any person that should venture to lay 
hands on him, and drew his knife. After striking at Mr. Coates, he retreated into his 
cell, tore off a piece of the bunk, and succeeded in taking a pole, about six feet long, 
from Mr. Coates, all of which he had in his cell, and swore that he would die or take 
the life of some one before he would yield. Various efforts were made before we 
could secure him. After a desperate etiort, Orange was taken from the cell, and pun- 
jshed about 5G lashes. I then puta pair of shackles on his ankles, and placed him in 
the outer ward. Thus ended the moat unpleasant afternoon I ever experienced. : 
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The testimony of the man Orange.—A man down im stone-shop smashed my fin- 
gers. I told him he ought to take care, and when he went out doors he struck at me}; 
Ifeinted off; he struck often; I dodged, and the barrow man finally jumped between 
us. I don’t think I struck Peter, but believe I kicked at him once. The man had a 
mallet, and said he would kill me. Mr. Coates came out; I went into the shop. Mr. 
Coates ordered me to stand by the stove while he took the other man to the shanty 
and talked to him. Mr. C. and the man then returned and sent for Mr. E. .E. 
did not say anything to me. After Mr. E. left, Mr. Coates ordered me to the hall to 
be flogged. I told Mr. C. I had been fiogged once or twice, and I have now done 
nothing worthy of flogging. Are you going to flog Peter, too? None of your business, 
was the reply. He then told me to pull off my jacket. I told him I had done nothing, 
and did not calculate to be tied up and beat this way. You won't pull off, then? * 
told him I would leave the case to the inspectors, but I would not pull off. Mr. C 
did not say anything more, but Mr. Van Wart hauled off and struck me over my head 
with a club. They sent for Mr. E., and he told me he would give me five minutes to 
pull of. I refused. Guards were sent for, and Mr. C. struck me with a club. I 
strack Mr. Coates. The guards pricked me with their bayonets, and I ran into the 
cell. T have three scars where { was stabbed. I was in the cell; they asked me to 
come out. I told them they might as well kill me in the cell as out, They sent for 
hooppoles and punched me till 1 could not stand. They then caught me by the heels 
and dragged me out, tied me up, whipped me, and then put me here. Three of them 
whipped me—gave me about fifteen lashes apiece. I was kicked in the head when 
dragged out of the ccll by Mr. Van Wart. While I was in the cell Mr. Eldridge fired 
at me with a pistol, which took effect in my wrist. After the whipping they put me 
in here, and Kept me on bread and water eight months. My legs were shackled. 
The shackles were only removed yesterday. My wrist is not sound yet. After the 
eighth month I had the ordinary ration. 

The above narrative was taken down by one of the committee, in Orange’s cell, and 

as nearly in his own words as possible. 

John Coates, assistant keeper, deposes and says:—Pete Orange was sent to my shop 
to work about ten days before the occurrence I am about to relate. I was coming 
down to the shop and saw him and Johnson scuffing. When I arrived at the door, 
one barrow man had one, aud another the other, parting them. J called them into the 
shop and inquired differently, and wrote a note to Mr. Eldridge, wishing him to 
come io my shop (stone.) Mr. E. came in and said he would send relief, and ordered 
me to take the man into the hall and punish him. 1 took Orange first, aud then fetched 
Peter. I told 0. we should have to whip both. He wanted me to whip Peter first, 
then he would pull his shirt off. I ordered him, peremptorily, to take his shirt off, 
and he refused. 1 then sent for Mr. E., and he came and ordered him to take it off, 
and he disobeyed. I think Mr. E. repeated four or five times the order, and the last 
time told him he would give him five minutes to consider, and if he did not have it off, 
then he would bring some one that would force him; and he brought two guards with 
bayonets. Mr, E. directed the guards to close in on Orange for the purpose of getting 
his shirt off. They did not act as I should, and got him ina position where we could 
not get at him; got him up against a wall; we could not get at him, and I struck him 
with a stick, with intent to break his arm, but my stick broke, and he made a jump at 
me wich intent to jam me against a post, and I cleared him; he struck at me at the 
same time; by that means he escaped the guard and got into the cell, and he was 
requested to come out, and he got the knife that was in the cell, and bunk leg, and 
swore he would kill the first man that entered. I tried to strike them out of his hand, 
but could not succeed. Mr. E. then requested him to come out. He replied he would 
die first. I went into the blacksmith’s shop and got a piece of iron for the purpose of 
pulling him down. We did not succeed; and Mr. E. told him if he did not come out 
he would shoot him; and gave him some time to deliberate. He still refused, and 
Mr. E. fired twice. We could not get him out thus. The door was shut when Mr, E. 
f _ We then sent for hooppoles: with these we efiected his subjugation by beat- 
ing him down, Land Mr. Van Wart then went in and dragged him out. We were 
then directed by Mt. E. to take his clothes off, which we did. Mr. E. flogged him. 
Guess he gave ‘him about twenty cuts. I don’t recollect whether Mr. Van Wart 

flogged him; I can’t say whether I did or not. I flogged Guinea Pete, I know, often. 
After being flogged, he was shackled and leg irous put upon him, when he threat- 
ened, if ever he got clear, to take the life of some of us.  
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What effect wonld it have had upon the discipline of the prison to have lett him 
in solitary confinement? 

A. I think it would have been very ruinous, as the cell did not belong to him, and 
we should have been obliged to have turned another convict out of lis place; thus 
showing that we had been foiled in an attempt to 

Experiment had already been made upon him in n solitary confinement. 
Sing Sing, November 10, 1846. JOUN COATES, 

Sworn to before the Inspecting Committee. 

Mr. Stephen Van Wart. assistant keeper. Mr. Coates called me into the hail, and 
asked Tom why he would not pull olf his shirt; he said he would be damned if he 
would. I told him it would be worse for iva if he did not; and he said his clothes 
fitted too snng, and he would uot pull them off for any man. TJ told Lim we wonld get 
some black fellows and have his clothes taken off; then he said, t want you to under 
stand one thing, I caleakite to die before I get ont of this, and some of yon have got to 

be buried with me, you inst imiuke up sour minds to that. Then Mr. Coates came in, 
and I told him he had better go alter Mr. Eldridge. He then asked me what T was 
going to do with a club Theld in my band. I told him very probably he woul ger it, 
unless he yielded. Upon thar, tic stepped pe towards me. aud 1 told hia # he raised 
his hand 1 would Ist his b eau. By this time rv. Coutes 

gaye liim 1 mimes to pull his | oat off, or wee he world have 
ie said he preferred trouble. Then Mr. ©. oma four black fellows to seize 
They refiised, bee ¢ lw had a kuife, (they saw hin have it before le came 

from the shop.) aud he made up his mind to kill Romebody, (Gardiner saw Robiu- 
son, Peter Jolinsou, Re another Mr. EL said, If that is the case, I will seud for a 

guard. Guard came. Mr. BR. asked again if he world give up; he said ne. Mr. E. 
told guard to shove him up to the ring, but he would not budge only as they pusbed 
him with their bayonets. ‘They shoved him up to the ring, and Mr. Coates mack hin 
with a hickory club, uot as big as a man’s wrist, which broke in two on his arm; and 
he struck at Mr, Coate » but ‘did not hit him. Coates’ hat fell off. Tien deponent 

struck him with a sual cane. Upon that, he jumped into the coll aud tore a ley off 
one of the bunks, with which he kept us at bay. After he got in he three ntened. our 
lives; swore he would be the denth of us. Then we told Mr. Ey Idridge it was no use, 
he would not submit, and the best way was to shoot him. Mr. E. said le did not 
want to kill him if he could cripple him so as to subdue him. Finally Ale LE. poked 
his pistol through the grates, and fired at him twice—tired at his legs, a3 near as { could 
judge. Mr. E. then asked him if he would give in; he said, No, by Jesus Christ, 1 

won't. Mr. E. again demanded if he would give up, and he said, No, by God, 1 won't 
give up; and Mr. . fired at him again. Then “Mr. E. sent after Mr, Rowell ; ; so he came 
and talked to him, and got no more satisfaction than the rest. Mr, R. then said, It is 

nO use talking with him, we must have him out, dead or alive. Mr. R. sent to the 
cooper’s yard. ‘and got a conple of hoop poles aud four good-sized green hickory clubs; 
Mr. Coates got on one side of the door, and myself on the other, and the guard pu edt 
him with these hoop poles, and he pari tly fell down, and Tran in; aud [ kept. 
him, as hard as I could, on the head, to keep him down. While I was striking hin, 
a knife fell out of his hand, which, Sith my foot, I kicked out of the cell. I kept on 
striking, an r. Coates’ guard caught hoid of his legs and dragged him out of the 
cell, I beating him the while, to keep him down. 

After we got him out we asked him again if he was going to give up. He said no. 
We asked him if he would pull his clothes off. He said no. So we undertook to tear 
them off; and what we could not tear off we cut off with the knife that dropped from 
him. This was acase knife. When asked if it was not the knife that belonged to the 
cell, he said he should think not. The barrowman said he had a knife in his coat. We 

stripped him, and two of us held him up to the ring while he was tied. Mr. E. took 
the cats and flogged him; ut how many lashes he’ gave him I cannot tell. Then I 
took the cats and took a turn at him. not give in then, and Mr. Coates took 
the cats. ‘inally Mr. E. said, It’s no use, he does 1 not give in. We will untie him 

and put a pair of heavy shackles on him. Then, after he § got his shackles on, he looked 
und and said, By the eternal Jesus Christ, if I ever get these shackles off, and get my 

Liberty, I will have your lives. We got four or five black fellows to carry him into the 
new prison, where we left him. I know not whether the shot took effect, or whether 
bayonets pierced the flesh. Saw blood on his arm, which I thought came from a blow. 

Sing Sing, November 10, 1846. STEPHEN VAN WART. 

Sworn to before the Inspecting Committee. 
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Mr. Hiram P. Rowell, being examined, deposes aa follows:—I knew nothing of the 
case until Orange had made his escape into the cell. When I first saw him the cell door 
was shut. He was being remonstrated with, to induce him to come out. He was ina 
towering passion. 1 went to his cell door and remonstrated with him, and told him, in 
strong terms, of the folly of his conrse—said to him he would have to be subdued, for the 

e of order and government—I think I said, at all hazards. He answered continually 
with oaths and blasphemy, and swore that he would not come out of his cell alive. 

him ke would have to come out—if persuasion could nat induce him force must; 
that he had not the sympathy of his fellow-canvicts, for that many were ready to assist 
in enforcing obedience. He still persisted in swearing that he would not come out. I 
then left and came to the off Soon after Mr. Eldrid ge again sent for me, and when 
I got there Mr. E. said he believed he shonld have to slioot ‘him. I should have men- 
tioned, that when I first SAA “hin he was armed with the leg of a bunk iu one hand, and 
a knife in the other—Lam aure he had a knife, as I saw the. glitter. When I went into 
the hall E tald 3dr. i if it was possible to subjugate without ‘shooting him, it would be 
best, and went to cell door aznin, which, [ believe, was still closed, and ‘yeasoned, re- 
monstrated, and Uireatcned. and was still auswered with oaths, and refusal on his part 
to come out, T taen lett Mr. E., with the remark, that although it would be a source 
of regret ot cd uot ah ave to shoot him 

utier T went to the hallagain. Iwaa then informed by Mr. E. that he 
with intent to wound or meim him—I think he said twice. He thought 

he hac hit t + Salt he wonkt not yield. The negro stood in an angle of the cell, 
band pressed against his groin, making considerable ado, as though he had 

been hit. spoke to hin again, requesting him to come out. He answered, with an 
oath, that he would die first. [ then directed one of the waiters in the hall, with Mr. 
H.'s cousent, to go to the “coopers! yard aud get two sinall hooppoles, with some half’ 
dozen ends’ of hooppoles for clubs. When they came, I directed the guard to punch 
him in the side, for the purpose of making him dvop his kuile aud bunk leg, so that we 
eonld get at him and secure him, As svon as they had secured him I came away. I 
ought to state, that I was making arrangements to go to Albany, and was so much oc- 
cupied as io make it diteult for me to be present during the whole atlair, which lasted 
over two hours. 

f want to say, in relation to this man, that, in all my experience in prison matters, I 
have er ‘er seen a man that possessed so much of the demon as this. senerally, when 
Mr. E. leaves the prison, its management rests with me; and I have had difficulties 
with him before. and have never yet fannd one so utterly incorrigible and hardened 
against reproof, remonstration, or rebuke, as this Orange. 

Why, when Orange was shut in his ceil aud secure from injuring others, was he 
not left to he subdued by solitary confinement, without farther violence ? 

As far as my own opinion 18 concerned, solit tary coufinement had been tried, tomy 
knowled ge, without having produced any beneficial result. 

. What effect would the Jeavinug him in the cell, under those circumstances, have 
had upon discipline ? ? 

ould, I think, have been almost destructive of good and efficient discipline. I 
remar hed to Orange that he would have to be punished, to prev ent hundreds of others 
being punished for similar cause. HIRAM P, ROWELL. 

Sing Sing, November 10, 1846. 
Sworn to before the Inspecting Committee. 

Orrice State Prison, Mr. Pleasant, 3 
January 12, 1847. 

Doctor Joun D. Russ: 
Dear Srr:—Your note, dated 5th instant, containing i inquiries in regard to Orange, 

was duly received, but a press of business prevented me from answering until the pre- 
sent moment. 

You ask me to state the probable effect upon the discipline of the prison, if, when 
Orange ran into the cell and the door was shut upon him, he had been left to himself? 
I answer, that it would have entirely destroyed the discipline of the prison; because 
some thirty or forty of the convicts saw and heard all Orange said and done. The: 
heard him bid defiance to the keepers, and threaten the life of the first man that should 
lay his hand upon him. They heard him say there would be a funeral to-morrow. 
They had seen him armed with a knife and a billet of wood. They had seen him aim 
a deadly blow at one of the keepers, and heard him roar like a madman, uttering the 
fonlest imprecations, so loud that he could be heard all over the prison.  
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It was a case that required prompt action, although it was met in the most cautious 
manner, as you will perceive by the testimony of Mr. Rowell, eur Agent. 

was determined to subdue him, and without injuring him, if I could. I parleyed 
with him along time. So did others. I counselled with our Agent, and finally we sne- 
ceeded in taking him from the cell, and secured him, so that he could neither injure 
himself or others. And I have no doubt it has learned the inmates* of this prison the 
lesson, that they cannot resist the authorities of the prison with impunity, and thereby 
has prevented a recurrence of a similar outbreak, and perhaps saved the lives of both 
Keepers and convicts. 

Ido not know what more I can say on this subject, than has already been said to you 
by our Agent, Mr. Rowell. It was asad affair, and ought to have been seen to be well 
understood. I have no desire, however, to ever witness the like again. 

Tintended to have sent you, with this, a statement in regard to the employment of 
our men, but I cannot possibly get it ready before the day after to-morrow, say 14th. 

Tam truly yours, 
HARMAN ELDRIDGE. 

The following testimony in favor of a mild system of prison government, will be read 

| with interest, as it embodies the experience of individuals best qualified to judge: 

David Dakin, keeper of coopers’-shop. Has been keeper since 15th October. 
Q. Do you keep a conduct book ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What is your usual course in keeping this book ? 
A. I minute down the offence, namo of informant, the hour of complaint, and time 

of commission, etc. 
. Do you minute down every offence ? 

A. No. Trifling offences, I admonish. But every serious infraction of the rules is 
reported. 

Q. Do you know of any punishments being inflicted that are not noted in the beok? 
. No. A . 

Q. How many men are in your shop? 
A. Forty-three. 

. Have any persons been whipped since you have been in office ? 
. Only one, for lying and general misconduct—seven lashes. 

DAVID DAKIN. 

Martin Marcley, keeper in the file-shop, deposes and says, that he has been keeper 
three years an lf. 

h Q. Has there been any change in the government of the prison since you first came 
ere f 

A. Very great. Icame in under Elam Lynes, and have continued up to this mo- 
ment. 

Q. Will you please state in what that change consists ? 
A. In the discipline and government of the prison. The government of the prison 

has been administered in a more kind and humane manner; but the discipline of the 
prison has been kept up. 

Q. Do you think that the government and discipline are as good now as under the 
severer system? 

. Better. 
Q. Do you think that the men do as much work now as under the former method ? 
A. Ido. And perhaps I may say they have done better. At any rate, they have 

gone to their duty more cheerfully. 
Do you feel positive there has been no falling off in the amount of work done? 

A. I think I am, so far as my shop is concerned. I keep the time book of the shop, 
as well as the job book, and besides, the contractor expresses himself well satisfied. I 
have occasion, often, to inquire of him, and he has often expressed this opinion. 

Q. Do you keep a conduct book ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What is the nature of the conduct book ? 
A. To keep an account of the offences; the time and manner of their occurrence. 
Q. What is the use of the conduct book ? 

* The whole scene was undoubtedly communicated throughout the prison within twenty-four hours 
after its occurrence. 
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A. It is to report to the keeper, who orders the punishment, the conduct of the pris- 
oners, 

Q. Does the keeper witness the punishment ? 
A. In cases of a shower bath, the lash. or any punishment of this nature, he is al- 

ways present, either in person or by deputy. 
. Bow long since this plan has been adopted ? 

A. It was adopted with the conduct book. Previons to its adoption every keeper 
had the privilege to punish, but each assistant keeper wrote a note to the principal 
keeper, stating the offence and the manner of the punishments. 

Q. Was there any infraction of this rule ? 
A. Perhaps so, oceasionally. I recollect once neglecting to do it in season myself, 
Q. Do you know of any keepers having punished a prisoner, and then reported a less 

number of stripes than was actually inflicted 1 
. Not persouaily ; although some of the keepers have told me that they had done 

ing of this kind can occur, because the head keeper notices in the 
conduct book, the kiud and manner of punishment, and its infliction takes place in the 
presence of both the keeper who made the complaint, and the principal keeper or his 
deputy. 

o Do you know of any complaints having been made in relation to food ? 
A. Sometimes, but not very often. A few wecks since there was some complaint, 

but none now, 
Q, How many men are there in your department? 
A. There are 150 men in the fileshop, but I lock up 48. There are, in all, about 

75 men under my charge in the shop. Punishments by Pegging have much diminished 
since the last year, 

Q. Do you report, in your conduct book, every offence 7 
A. No. There are some trifling offences for which I admonish the convict and da 

not report. The cases which are so called up and admonished are about one-fourth of 
the whole. 

MARTIN MARCLEY. 

The preceding testimony and the corresponding tables embody the result of our ex- 
amination. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Committee of Inspection. 

CYRUS CURTIS, 
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Tassie XITI.— Receipts. 

  

From labor on contracts _ . : . aa77it 

From other labor by convicts . . . 16 
  

Total from labor of convicts - . $57,398 

From convicts’ deposits* : : : 18 1 96 

From the State treasury . 1008 

From rent of house and farm . . . a 

From sale of swill and soap-grease . . 

Tok. $76,965 
      

* Whal ey a prisoner may have at the time of his commitment, is received by the Agent, 

ied in’ ‘io his general ccount, and’on the prisoner’s discharge ia paid to him. Where the amount 

exceeds $10, it draws interest for the convic' 

Tasue XIV.—Manner in which Prisoners were eraployed at the date of the 
Inspection. 

a 

MALES. 
Productive. Unproductive. 

the fil tracts : . 148 | On the water-works : 

Weaving carpets . : 106 | Sick and infirm . : 

Making “boots and shoes . . i Ini kitchen. . . 

aking saddl hardware : alters 

Making hats . ny : . . 25 | Making and mending clothes . 

Cutting fur . : Working about yard Vand quarries 

On the cooper’s ‘contract Coopers : at work for State . . 

Painting shades , . . Total : 

Quarrying and cutting st atone 
Carpenters - . 

Bisekemichs 

Total 

FEMAEES. 

Productine. Unproductive. 
Making buttons « . Sick and infirm. 

indi: . ‘ . aiters 
Binding hats - At work for the prison 

Total. 
Total. 

    

Pei 
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TaBLe XV.—The Receipts of the Prison, for the Labor of Prisoners during 
the Year. 
  

! On Contracts. 
{ Coopers shop : : . $5,099 
t Boot and shoe shop . 5,685 
: Fur shop : : . 4,302 

Hat shop 
Brass shop . 
File shop 

. 7 

Button shop . $47,711 
  

Miscellaneous Labor. 
Stone shop and quarries 8 
Smith shop + . . 95 8,951 

  

Total earnings $56,663     
  

Tapie XVI.— Total Cost of the Prison under the following Heads. 

Total cost of prison diet 
ospital 

of board of lunatics 
of clothing, bedding, and ‘furniture « 
of fuel and lights 
of stationery and postage 
of tobacco 
of payments to discharged convicts” 
of officers’ s . 
of sundries not ‘mentioned . .   

$71,345 Total expenses of prison for the year, not including additions, alter- 
ations, and re: 

6,122 
pair: 

Repairs, alterations, a and additions, in in and about ‘the prison during 
the year .     Total expenses of the prison for the year : . . $77 ,A67       
  

Note—Prison diet per head per eooum, $28 00 
thing and bedding ditto, 9 96 

Taste XVIL— Total Expenses of the Prison for the Year. 
  

Total expenses for the year, not including repairs, alterations, a and. $71,345*| 29 

Total receipts, excluding payments from the State treasury . 59,965 | 19 

$12,380 | 10 j Actual cost to the State, not including repairs, alterations and addi- } 

: : . : 6,122 | 51 | Repairs, alterations, and additions   
| Total cost to the State for the year 

  {——_—|—__ 
: . | $18,502 | 61 i 

* This sum, divided by the aggregate number of days for which the whole of the prisoners have 
been in custody during the year, will give a little over 22 cents and a half aa the cost of each prisoner 
Per day, or $82 67 per annum. 

Taste XVIII.—Clothing and Bedding: showing the Number of Articies 
isqued to each Prisoner. No retw  



90 SING SING STATE PRISON. 

Tanue XIX.—Salaries, Fees, Emoluments, etc., of Officers of the State Prison 
at Sing Sing. 

MALES. 
  

Names. Office. 
| 
Age. appointed. 

Salaries 
per 

Annum. 

Nature of Fees and 
Emoluments, 

and Amounts thereof, 

  

Hiram P. Rowel 
Harmon Eldredge 
Levi L. Lockwood 
Adrian K. Hoffman 
Matthew D. Gordon 
John Mead 
Edward P. Agate 
Jonathan Knapp 
Oliver Westcott 
Martin Marcley 
John Coates* 
John Leggett, Jr. 
Erastus Hemenway 
Ward Acker 
Comfort Cropsey 
Daniel 8. Hornbeck 
J. Malcolm Smith 
William Hadden 
A. W. Burhans 
R. W. Smith, Jr. 
John P. Trucks 
Edwin Van Tassell 

Lorenzo Stansbury 
Wash. D. Lockwood 
Sam Bond, Jr. 
George W. Lawton 
Jeremiah O'Sullivan 

Philip Whitney 
James Fannin; 
Timothy Little 
Abraham See 
Joba 8. An: gevine 
Edwin Cr: 
Gilbert ‘Martin 
Thomas Hitchcock 
George Minnerley 
Seth Lounsberry 
Jesse Hoyt 
Thomas Sherwood 
William Wilt 
William Hunt 
Samuel Dingee 
William Davids 
James Mikels 
Andrew Lyon 
Clark Minnerley 
Isaac Van Wart 
Benjamin Lynes 
Edwin Ven Tassel 

Agent 
Keeper 

‘lerk 
Physic. and Surg. 

haplain 
Assistant Keeper 

Sergeant 

  
“ 0 

Act’g as As’t Keep. 
“ « «| 95 

' 

I 

  

June, 1843 

Dec. 1843 
June, 1843 
Mar, 1844 
June,1844 
June, 1845 

Apr. 1846 

“ 

June, 1840 
Sept. 1846 
Oct. 1846 

Sept. 1846 
Oct. 1846 
Nov. 1846 

“ 

Awaits app. 
“ 

  

$1200 
1200 
800 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
600 
500 
3500 
500 
500 
500 
500 

    

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
60 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00} 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
06 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

House and Fuel. 

Private Practice. 

  

  
  

  

[EUS ot 2, 
SING SING STATE PRISON. 

Tarte XIX.— Continued, 
  

Namea. Office. e 8 0 

When Salaries Nature of Fees and 
appointed. per Emolum 

Annum. | and Am'ts » thereof. 
  

Henry D. Storms 
Isaac F. Brown 
Nathaniel Foster 
James L. Wheeler 
George Washburn “ 
Isaac Skidgel “ 

Guard 

Substitute Guards* 

wW
is

iw
 
e
w
 

B
t
 

OO
 O
o
 

  
360 00 
360 00 

$1 pr. day. 

“   &   
  

FEMALES. 
  

Eliza W. Farnham | Matron 31 
M. A.W. Johuson | 
Caroline L. Beers 
Agnes Gordon 
Sarah Sedgwick | 

  Acting as do. 
“ “ 

; Assistant Matron ; 33 
“ “ 30 

6 

$800 00 
350 00 
350 00 
350 00 
350 00 

Apr. 1844 House and fuel 

Aug. 1845 
Awaitsapp. 

“ ‘     
* They perform no duties on Sunday, and are engaged on the Croton Works. 

Taste XX.—Miscellaneous Inquiries as to the state of the Prison. 

  

Cells. 

Number of cells or rooms. 

Dunensions of them. 
Average temperature. 
How lighted. 
How warmed. p

o
m
s
 

1 
| 

a . How ventilated. 

. Cost of construction of prison. 

. Cost of each cell. 

. How many confined in one cell. 

. What books for prisoners. 

. What classification. 

. Visitors to prisoners. 

. Clothing, how often changed. 

. Clothing, any uniform dress. 

. How often fed, and where. 

- Supply of water, and how used. 

Bedding, how often changed.   

1000 in male prson; 81 in prison for 
females. 

No account kept. 
By windows in the outer wall. 
By cast-iron stoves,burning anthracite coal. 
By the air which enters through the 

grated doors, passing off through a 
flue to each cell. 

Prison for males, ; for females, 
$80,000. 

Never more than one. 
Vide catalogue annexed. 
None, except among females, and these 

according to conduct. 
At the pleasnre of the principal officers, 

and almost daily. 
Shirts and stockings once a week. Oth- 

5 er things as occasion requires. 
3 Pe aely and white stripe running horizon- 

hee mes a day, in their cells. 
Supply deficient,and used very sparingly. 

5 In summer, bathing i in the river. 
As occasion requires. “No specified time.  



    
INSPECTION OF AUBURN STATE PRISON. 

TT 

Tax committee appointed to inspect the State prison at Auburn, visited the prison in 

November last, and made a minute, and what they intended should be a thorough ex- 

amination. In addition to the statistical tables aunexed, the committee have a few 

suggestions to make in regard to its condition, moral and fmancial. . 

Its financial condition is very prosperous. The prison more than supports itself by 

: ts own industry, and has, for a short period, accumulated a surplus. This is owing 

mainly to the system of contracting out the labor of the convicts; but while that sys- 

tem is thus attended with this benefit, it has its evils, which operate upon the moral 

and physical condition of the convicts themselves. ; 

The sympathies of the officers of the prison are more naturally with the contractors 

than with the prisoners; and the performance of the allotted labor becomes naturally 

the great and most important object of the overseers. So faras the health of the pris- 

oner is necessary to the performance of this task, it is the interest of all to care for it— 

no farther; but his moral condition, being no ways material to that end, is naturally 

and almost inevitably neglected. i, . . 

This result, apparently so natural, is strongly developed in this prison. Every thing 

connected with its finances is in a very prosperous condition, while almost every thing 

connected with the moral improvement of the prisoners is sadly neglected. There 

is a chaplain, a Sunday school, a very meagre library, with very limited opportunities 

of using it, and thatis all. It would surely be suggested by justice, as well as good 

policy, that some of these accumulations of the prisoners’ earnings should be devoted 

to their moral improvement, so that they, as well as the community, should realize 

some benefit from it. : ; 

More extended instruction (for there are many who can not read or write), an addi- 

tional library, with more light to enable the convicts to use it, would be of great valuo 

to them, and could well be afforded out of the surplus earnings of the prisoners. 

There is less regard for the physical wants of the convicts displayed at this prison 

than at either of the others, and q ly more i jon to the preserv of 

their health. 
; ; 

This arises mainly from the imperfect construction of their dormitories. Built at an 

early period, they have none of the recent improvements as to’ space and ventilation. 

The work-shops are spacious and airy, but ‘the Halls,” that is, the buildings contatn- 

ing the cells, and where the prisoners spend most of their time, are dark, contracted, 

and very illy ventilated. The consequence is, that the prisoners feel that, while they 

are laboring for the advancement of the contractors’ interest, they are indulged with 

airy, spacious, comfortable rooms, but that when confined to their cells, where they 

may labor for their own benefit, they are condemned to dark and gloomy abodes, 

with no occupation for their minds, with no opportunity for mental or moral culture. . 

The evil of this state of things is apparent to the experienced eye, the moment itis 

cast upon the prisoners, and is seen in their gloomy looks, their desponding air, their 
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listless manner—and is very much to be regretted, because go inimical to moral refor- 

taation. 

This utter neglect of mental occupation is attended with-another evil, quite apparent. 

Onanism prevails to a great extent, and works its injuries to the mental and physical | 

health. This is the besetting sin of all prisons, and is found to prevail most where | 

least attention is paid to mental culture aud occupation. Its existence is very marked ¢ 

at Auburn, and is doubtless one exciting cause of much of the insanity which has pre- 
vailed there. So ignorant are the prisoners in this regard, that we found some who 

thought that they must, for their heaith’s sake, indulge the practice, and were astonished 

when informed, by us for the first time, how injurious it was. 

These evils, arising out of too great parsimony, and a desire to hoard and increase a 
fund for the prison. could easily be corrected by the judicious expenditure of small 

sums which could very well be afforded. 

And while this econcmy is practiced in this respect, in other respects it would seem 

to be somewhat neglected. 

The purchase of materials during the year generally amounts to about $30,000. 

About half this amount is for provisions which are supplied on contract, and the resi- ° 

due is bought in detail, in small parcels, of the shopkeepers in the neighborhood. The 

making of these purchases seems to be the principal oceupation of the agent. We did 

not enter into any scrutiny to see whether these purchases were judiciously made. 

The opportunity thus afforded of introducing a system of favoritism among the traders, 
at the expense of the state, was so manifest, that we took it for granted that it did not 

escape the attention and watchful care of the inspectors, especially as it could be guarded 

against only by constant watchfulness, One thing, however, in this connection, we did, 

observe—viz., that it often happened no one looked to see, and no one knew, whether 

the articles delivered at the prison were the same which the agent had bought and : 

paid for. The law has been careful to provide for this; and it is enacted, that for all 

such purchases the agent shall take a bill, which the clerk shall enter in a book, and 

the clerk shall carefully compare the articles delivered with the bill. Thus, peculation 

on the part of the agent, and fraud on the part of those with whom he deals, has been 
carefully guarded against, through the instrumentality of an officer receiving his au 

thority directly from the governor and senate. This duty is not properly performed at\ 

Auburn. The agent and clerk seemed to be unconscious, indeed, of the requirements © 

of the law in this particular; and even if they had known them, it was evident that so 

many of the agent's duties had been already thrown upon the clerk, that it would be 

almost impracticable for him to find time for the performance of this appropriate duty 

of hisown. There is, therefore, no security that these large purchases are in all respects, 

either in quantity or quality, what the bill represents. Thus is a wide door opened 

for fraud and peculation; and in many instances, without doubt, not only the poor 

convict, but the State, made to suffer. 

Great abuses may, and undoubtedly do sometimes, exist in the manner in which the : 

provision contract is performed. The inducements to substitute articles of inferior 

quality and value for those contracted to be supplied are so frequent, that great vigi- 
lance is necessary on the part of the agent and his clerks to prevent frauds of this 

nature. Indeed, so adroitly do these men manage, that abuses have unwittingly been 

even sanctioned by the agent himself. Thus we found, upon examination, that for a 
considerable portion of the year mutton had been supplied to the prisoners instead 

of beef, and that this had been done with the knowledge of the agent, the quantity 
of the ration having been slightly increased, so, as was supposed, to equalize the value 

between the article contracted for and the article supplied. A few moments’ examina- 

tion of the subject, however, sufficed to convince both the agent and ourselves, that 

injustice was thus done the prisoners and the State, and that an actual advantage of  
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several hundred dollars had resulted to the contractors therefrom. With the excep» 

tion of some few weeks in the early part of summer, when a bad lot of fish happened 
to be procured for the prisoners, we heard no complaints in regard to diet; the pris- 

oners, with wonderful unanimity, expressed their satisfaction in this particular. 

The table system for feeding prisoners has been adopted in this prison ; and to it may 

be attributed, we think, much of the satisfaction which is so apparent in relation to the 

food. There is something more humanizing, or at least less brutalizing, in having the 

food served. upon plates, spread upon a common table, with the knife, fork, salt, pepper, 

and all the uszal adjuncts spread before them, than to have the same food all thrown 

promiscuously into a kid, mixed up together, and eaten in the solitary cell from off 

the knees. In the former case, if one man has more than he can eat, the waiter gives 

it to another who has less, and thus the wants of all are attended to, and instantly sup- 

plied; while in the latter, every man’s appetite must be gaged by the contents of 

his kid. 

The severity of the discipline of this prison has been materially relaxed since the 

} appointment of the present keeper; and although both habit and education prompt 

* him to the ase of the “cat” as the most speedy and effectual instrument of punishment 

in almost every case, the natural benevolence of his disposition prevents the commission 

of those revolting acts of barbarity and cruelty which haye sometimes been inflicted 

for purposes of punishment in our prisons. The convicts spoke of him in the kindest 
manner, and all agreed that a great change had taken place since his appointment. 

‘** When I came here,” says one, “ there was no attention paid to our private warts, 

and no man was allowed to bring his complaints before the head keeper, even thought 

he should be treated with the greatest injustice.” 

In passing through the institution, we were struck with the large number of persons 

‘laboring under partial insanity, whuse cases seemed to have entirely escaped the notice 

of the physician. Some few of the most excitable were, we understood, under treat- 

ment, This is said to be a great improvement on former years, as heretofore almost 

every one, however insane, has been whipped into labor, without much regard to this 

jisease, 

The health of the prison was, for a period during tho last year, most seriously at- 

fected by an epidemic, which raged for some weeks with great severity. It broke out 

on the 11th of January. It was a congestive fever, of remittent type, and during its 
continuance attacked one eighth of the whole population of the prison. Those attacked 

with other diseases seemed to feel the influence of the epidemic; and two cases of con- 
sumption, and one of cancer, were apparently hurried by it to a fatal termination. It 
also attacked one man brought in with rheumatism. The causes of this disease were 

moat of them of a local nature. The depressing effect of imprisonment was perhaps, 
with some, a remote cause ; a more immediate cause, undoubtedly, was a vitiated state 

of the atmosphere, arising from a want of proper cleanliness and ventilation of their 
cells; and a still more immediate or proximate cause may be found in the fact, that the 

galleries of the cells were used as drying rooms, and the clothes of the convicts hung 

in them both day and night, filling the halls and cells with vapors and effluvia arising 

therefrom, which, mingling with the constant exhalations from such a number of human 

beings, without any attempt on any occasion properly to ventilate and purify the estab- 

Ushment, even by opening the windows, produced this result. This total neglect of 
the most common rules of Hygiene, exhibits a reprehensible indifference, on the part 

of keepers and medical attendants, to the welfare of the institution and the interests 

of the convicts, and shows the importance of having a resident physician in all estab- 

lishments of this character, whose apecial duty it shall be, among other things, to watch 
over and regulate this matter. 

We feel it a duty, in this connection, more particularly to call attention to the sub- 
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ject or Fentation, a8 we are persuaded it has an important influence, not only u he eal ut the discipline of our prisons, Every prison that we have visited von. eed upon the oe plan, is deficient in this particular; and though it is nota herent to the plan, it is, unfortunately. an al j . 

é A ’ most constant adjunct. BY its tendency to promote diseases of the lungs, we believe it hag a decid: a ff Hevdes ducing that nervous state of the system which leads, “(in con ith A : . ty with other causes), to the disgusting habit to which we have previously alluded, and i res most prejudicially with that equanimity of mind so essential to good di ot pune. Attention should be immediately directed to this subject, and those j ve. ments and alterations suggest 
; shest degres . e to our prisons the highest d 6 Z Viseinline af wht ° 9 st deg of health and discipline of which they are susceptible, _ gree 

in pro- 
not unfrequently (in conjunction 
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Patients admitted into the Hospital of Auburn Prison faring one Year, from 
October 1, 1845, tilt September 30, 1846 

  

  

  

  

  

    
  ¢ Pardoned. } Not cured. 

Admitted. Names. Diseases. Discharged. Location. 

1845 
Oct. 1 | John Munro Cancer of pen: *Mar. 22, 1846 | Tailor. 
woe obn Levis duration of testicles Oct. 21, 1845 | Spin. 
«| Homer M. Allen Malignant ulcers of leg Still in Hosp. | Wing. \ 
«© | John Suyder vacture of the os femoris duly 3, 1846 | Shoe. 
«+ | George Strait Latent pneumonia Oct. 9, 1845 | Cutlery. 
«2 | Isaac Lampson Contusion Oct. 8, 1845 “ 
«  « | James Dorsey Debility tOct. 9, 1845 | Wing. 
«10 | Thomas Lynch Gastric derangement Oct. 14, 1845 | Brussels, 
«13 | John Lashop “ “ Cabinet. ‘ 
«ol « “ Latent pneumonia Oct. 18, 1845 

«  « | Charles Jones Cholera morbus “ “ Cutlery. 
“ 21 | Cromwell Anthony {| Ophthalmia Nov. 24, 1845 “ 

+ 93 | Charles E. Blanc “ “ “ “ 
er 5 = “ 95 | George Lancaster Contusion, lac thy tion, & } Dee. 1, 1845 “ 

* 96 | William Jackson, Fracture of rib, ete. Dec. 9, 1845 | Cooper. 
Nov. 5 | Charles Moran, | erangement Nov. 20, 1845 | Brussels. 

» «1 Benj. Van Dyke Nov. 12, 1845 | Cutlery. 
«7 | Samuel Hubbard Abscess of arm, strangury | Dec. 15, 1845 { Shoe. 
“7 | John Higgins Fastric derangement Nov. 1s, 1845 | Spin. 

12 | John M‘Arthur Phthisis pulmonalis Jan. 25, 1846 | Cabinet. 
14 | William Vaux Colic and diarrhea Nov. 18, 1845 | Brussels. 

“17 | William Woadcock | Plenrit: Dec. 1, 1845 | Kitchen 
* 18 ) Benj. Van Dyke Cynanch tonsillaris “ “ utlery 
“99 | John Maley Abscess Nov. 24, 1845 “ 

«| Reuben Clark Rheumatismus Jan. 5, 1846 | Cabinet. 
Dec. 1 | John Hooley Gastric derangement. Dec. 5, 1845 | Weave. 

« § | John H. Riley “ Dec. 11, 1845 | Spin. 
« 8 | William Jewett Congh Dec 11, 1845 | Wing. 
* 10 | Charles Shaffer ame given Dec. 28, 1845 | Cutlery. 

« 14 | Thorrit M. Nichols Gastric derangement Dec, 15, 1845 | Carpent. 
* 17 | Charles Jones euritis Dec. 19, 1845 | Cutlery. 
“19 | Wm. B. Waterman | Dropsy of knee-joint tMay 22, 1846{/ Hospital. ; 

4} William Smith ge Dee. 26, 1845 | Tool. 
“99 | Walter B. Clark No disease named Jan. 5, 1846 | Weave. 
“ 93 | William Adams Gastric derangement Dec. 29, 1845 | Cutle: 
“ 98 | William Vaux No disease named “ “ Brussels. 

1846 
Jan. 2 | Joseph Drew Latent pneumonia *Mar. 4, 1846 { Tailor. 
“6 | George Itley Gastric derangement Jan. 7, 1846 | Machine. 
“7 Stephen D. Crippin Jan. 12, 1846 | Cutlery. 
«8 | Samuel Hubbard Bheamatismus Feb, 20, 1846 | Shoe. 
“9 | William Torrey Gastric derangement Jan. 28, 1846 { Cutlery. 
“ 16 | Flisha Carpenter mya; Jan. 14, 1846 | Brussels. 
« « + Horace Hildrith Ulecr (fetal) not cured Jan. 30, 1846 | Spin. 
“ «| Joseph Mason Pleuritis Jan. 13, 1846 | Shoe. 
“ 32 | George Strait ic Jan. 16, 1846 { Cutlery. 
“13 | Gasper Barnhart Pnenmonia, febris remit. Feb. 13, 1846 | Cabinet. 
“13 | Israel Bowman Neuralgia—16th, feb. rem.) Feb. 23, 1846 | Cutlery. 
“14 | Salomon Dorsey Febris remittens *Jan. 21, 1846 Spin. 
“15 | Jairus Lape Gastric derangement Jan. 19, 1846 
“17 | William Throop “ “ Jan. 22, 1846 | Cooper. 

“ | David Drain Notnamed—19th, feb. rem.[*Jan. 31, 1846 | Cutlery. 
“ 19 | Jeremiah Willard | Gastric derangement Jan. 28, 1846 | Dye. 
“ 99 | Melvin Hatehkiss | Canker in fauces Feb. 11, 1846 | Hame. 

* Died. 

 



AUBURN STATE PRISON. 

Names. 

Charles 8. Plumb 
William Caple 

winam 

97 | Cornelius Collar 
28 | John Kingsbury 

Franklin “Merrick 
William Vaux 

30 Morgan Nichols 
Peter Nix 
8. J. B. Watson 

31 | Benj. Babcock 
Emannel Pritz 

1 | John L. Gillson 
« | Emerson Sargent 

Morgan Nichols 

6 | John. Watki ins 

7 | Charles Kuowlion 
Hiram Pierce 
Thomas Armstrong 
John H. Riley 

William B. Carr 
to | Jabu T. Brown 

11 | William Hiers | . 

Johu Kine; 
Isaac Dra 
Francis Mambo 

Jacob Salzman 

William A. Carr 

William Torry 
Henry Barnes 
Stephen i Morrey 

Debility and diarrh., feb. r- 

Diseases. 

Gastric derangement 

Debility—23 , feb. rem. 

Febris intermit- —29th, ; 

; onia 
Latent meumonia 

Gastric detangent- ., 
feb. r- 

Latent pneumont 
Gastric derang wement 

“ “ 

Rheumatismus 
a t 

Febris intermitteus 
s) 

Debility 3d, feb. remit. 

Pain in head—-3d, feb. rem. 

Gastric der.—4th, feb. rem, 

Gastric derangement 
$ dth,teb. rem. 

Debility—6th, eb. remit. 
Li atent pneumonia 

stri¢ ngement 

“ 

Yr nenmonia—oth, 
Diaphragmitis 
Febris remittens 

i Gastric derangement 
Constipatio a and congh 
Pneumonia 
Gastric derangement 

Ast 

ide and 9 

feb, reml Feb 

on" 
tric der.—153th, feb. ro | Ma 

aa der. ti 

Lm a4, 34, 1846 Shoe. 
Jan. 28, 1846 Weave. 

Feb. 5, 1846 Brussels. 

Be. 10, 1846 cope 
Jan, 31, 1846 Brussels. 

Feb. 3, 1846 Cabinet. 
Cutlery. 

Mar. 

Feb. 5, 1846 
eb. 20. 1846 

ted. 17, 1846 . 
tIuly wt Shoe. 
Feb. 7 Mei 

Feb, 
Mar. 
Feb. 11, we Machine 

846 Spin. 

3 “ 

Feb. 13 8 3G 
| Feb. 11, 1846 Machine. 

| vel. t 
1 Ly 18, 1846 
Lat » 1846 baci 

| 

de 4 Ye 
Fe ” as rewnitens Ae 

der ateth, feb. re: 
remittens 

ritig-—18th, feb. rem. 

remittens 
—-18th, feb. rem. 
emitiens 

Gastric der. —20th, feb. 
| Pain in side and cough ; Ke 

—20th, feb. remit. 

Rel ris s rernittens 

Samuel Hubbard 
Stephen D. 
Tsaac Churdher 
Henry Brown 
Martin Hip 

Crippin Gastric “lerave gement 
Ophthalmi ia 
Gastric derangement 

th, 

Mar. | 7 
Feb. ar, 1B. 6 

Feb. 24, 1846 
Mar. 6, 1946 | Cutlery. 

Feb. 2 246 Machine. 

Tar, 6. 
3, 1840 Weave. 

Machine. 

M: 
r. | Feb. 

27, 1845 

Feb. 2 20, 1846 Caer: 

T. 

. 4, 
Mar. 20, 1846 |Rug- 46 | Rug: 

~~" } Pardoned. 

  

IB 44 pha, 
AUBURN STATE PRISON, 103 

  

Admitted. Names. Diseases. Discharged. Location, 

  

Jacob W. Colburn 
Heury Brown 
Morton Sterns 
George Walker 
James Walker 
Jeremiah Wildey 
Daniel Burt 
William Welden 
Nathaniol Haskins 

es Bar! 
Yeaae Lampson 
Chester Alden 
Justus Tease 
William Gall 

Feb, 24 
rrr 

Joseph, Mason 
Richard Viucent 
Robert Flint 
Theodore Boosha 
Joseph Hodge 
Jolin Simpson 
Ira 
Benj. R. Thompson 
William Jackson 
Alonzo Beard 
William Caple 
Rich. J. A, Juhnson 
Hiram Hazzard 
John Bishop 
Henry Atkims 
Robert Coy 
Benjamin Dearborn 
Asa Doty 
Walter Odell 
Lawrence Coles 
William Vaux 
Horace Hildrith 
James Snyder 
Robin Humeston 
William Adams 
Orrin Stetson 
Samuel Bowen 
Hiram Reed 
James Willson 
Nathaniel Walker 
Morgan Nichels 

oo 
Fo

o 
cy

 t
r 

William Willis 
Frederick Holland 
Ami Burdic! 
Orrin Stetson. F

o
o
   

Gastric derangem., feb. r. 
“ 4 « 

Febris remittens 
“ “ 

Gastric derangement 

Gastric der. —3d, feb. rem, 
Gastric derangement 
Febris remitrens 

Febris remittens 

Cynanch tonsil. —6ih, fr. 
Pneumonia 
Febris remittens 

Gastric der. ~ oth, feh. r. 
“« —Jith, feb. r. 

Paini in breast—11th, feb. r, 
Gastric der. —1ith, feb. r. 

—12th, feb. x. 
“ “ —14th, feb. r. 

Gastric deran gement 
—14th, feb. r. 

“ 

Latent pneumonia 
Gastric derangement 
Contusion 
Debility and pain in breast 
Gastric derangement 
Rheumatismus—19th, f. r. 
Febris remittens 
Bilious colic~--29th, rheum. 
Gastric derangement 

« Fs 

Ac. rheumatismus 
Phrenitis 
Gastric der.— 26th, feb. r. 
Gastric derangement 

Gastric derangement 
« “ 

Incised wound 
Latent pneumonia 
Gastrie der.—9th, feb. r. 
Nervous apoplezic 

Gastric der. —Joth, feb. n 

Diaphragmitis—28th, feb.r. 

Gastric der.—3d, feb. rem. 

* Mar. 25, 1846 
Mar. 4, 1846 

*Mar, 8, 1846 
*June 2, 1846 

ae 20, 1846 
, 1846 

ae. 26, 1846 

Mar, 10, 1846 
Mar. 2, 1846 
May 18, 1846 
Mar. 4, 1846 
Mar. 10, 1846 

*Mar, 19, 1846 

Mar. 20, 1846 
April 7, 1846 
Mar. 17, 1846 

*Mar. 22, 1846 
Apr. 17, 1846 
Mar. 17, 1846 

* Mar, 23, 1846 
Mar. 14, 1846 

*May 31, 1846 
Mar. 18, 1846 

“ 

Mar. 26, 1846 

Mar. 19, 1846 

"April 3, 1846 
May 19, 1846 
April 3, 1846 

Mar. 20, 1846 

April 2, 1846 
April 1, 1846 

April 4, 1846 
Apr. 9, 1846 

*April21, 1846 
|. dbril 20, 1846 

April 8, 1846t 
April 19. 1846   “« “   i 1 i rheum. 
May 5, 1846 
Apr. 14, 1846 

Brussels. 
in. 

Catlery. 
Kitchen. 
Tool. 
Cooper. 
Brussels. 
Tailor. 

Yard. 

Cooper. 
Cutlery. 
Rug. 
Spin.   Cutlery. 
Brussels. 

“ 

  

ied. 
; on expiration of sentence, in perfect convalescence. 
{ Died at 3 o'clock, P. M. He was unwell for about 10 days. 

but the Doctor could not discover any disease 
Ugo, debility, appetite and thirat excessive. 

about the man. 
Called several times at the Hospital 

Ss: me—headache, nausea, yer-  



104 

Admitted. Names. 

Apr. 11 Edward H. Rulloff 
Robert Porter 
William Corson 

17 | William Vaux 
19 | George B. Loumis 
20 George Henry 
22 Stephen Morrey 
93 | Lawrence Smith 

Daniel Casement 

8 | Henry Weaver 
12 | William Prentiss 
« | Nicholas V.S. Wood 
19 | Dyanthin Strecter 
29 | Jacob Smith 

June 1 | Elisha Slatert 
«4 | Ephraim Race 
« 7 | Joseph Welch 
« « | Thorrit M. Nichols 
“ 10 George | French 
« 16 | John 
“17 | Joab Philips 
« « | Jeremiah Wildey 
« 19 | Anthony Young 
«  « | John Crotty 
“ 21 | Thomas | Arn mstrong 
« «| James 

Thomas Campbell 
24 | Miles Wiesmore 
« | John Reed 

« 9813.8. B. Watson 
July 1 | John Featherly 

“ John Reed 
47 | Jacob Howell 
23 | Sumuel Bowen 
94 | John Wells 
29 | Samuel Forsyth 
30 | Cromwell Anthony 

John Thompson 

aa 

William White 
8 | William McCoy 
« | Joab Philips 
«| Martin Schutt 

—_— 

* Died. 
Attempted to commit suicide by bleeding, 

ks after hia fourth commitment was a few ted 
{ Attempted to commit euicide 

places. "AE present in the Lunatic 

AUBURN STATE 

: 

PRISON. 

Diseases. 

Latent pneumonia 

Inflamed testicle 
Rheumatismus 
Gastric derangement 

fe 

Latent pneumonia 
Gastric derangement 

e “ 

Dislocation of shoulder 

Plewr its 
derangement 

Bhe niatismus 
qastric derangement 

Gastric derangement 
“ a 

Debility 
Pneumonia 
Gastric derangement 
Lacerated finger 
Hemoptysis 
Gastric derangement 

a ‘ 
“ 

Gastric derangement 

—25th, feb. r. 
Gast ic derangement 

Cholera morbus 

| Gastric derangement 
Hermoptysis | 

: Gastric ° dex augement 
: Dia 

' Gastric  der-—11th, feb. r. 
} Gastric derangement 

| Discharged. | Location 

| Apr. 23, 1846 Cutlery. 
Sine 
‘Apr. 23, 1846 
Apr. 20, 1846 
Apr. 27, 1 Catlery. 
Apr. 23, 1846 | Shoe. 
Apr. 24, 1846 | Machine. 
Apr. 27, 1846 | Dye. 
Apr. 28, 1846 | Tailor. 
May 4, 1846 | Spin. 

“ “ ls Brussels. 
Shoe. 

Brosscls 

May 14, 1846 
May 4, 1346 

” “ Wear e. 
“ “ Kitchen. 

May 7, 1846 | Machine. 
a lay 12, 1846 | Cooper. 

9, 1846 | Cutlery. 
y 13,1846 | Kitchen. 

1846 | Cabinet. 
May 21, 1846 | Cooper. 

3u, 16: 46 | Cutlery. 
“ 

Jane 1, iets “ 
June 4, 1846 | Spin. 
June " 1846 | Cooper 

1846 | Weave. 
3, 1846 Carpent. 

2, . 

Jane 17, 1846 | Spin. 
June 20, 1646 | Cutlery. 

, Weave. 
“ aa | Tool. 

“ “ Tailor. 
June 24, 1846 Machine. 

June 30, 1846 Eabinet. 
June 25, 1846 | Shoe. 
June 26, 1846 | Weave. 
June 30, 1846 Cabinet. 
Jaly 
July 
July 20, 1246 | Cutlery. 
Aug 8, 1846 “ 

\ July 2 a7, 1846 Weave. 
Aug, 
‘Aug. 
Aung. 4, 1846 | Spin. 

6, 1846 | Catlery. 
9, 1846 “ 

ig. 11, 1846 “ 
8, 1846 | Kitchen. 

. 12, 1846 | Cutlery. 
Aug. 11, 1846 | Cooper. 

2, 28, 1346 Cutlery. 
g. 10, 18 Brussels. 

shortly after a vain attempt to escape from prison. It 

by cutting hie throat and severing veins im each arm in several 
Asylum at Uti 

Aube RN STATE PRISON. 105 

  
Admitted. Names. Diseases. Discharged. Location, 

  

  

George Itley 
William Reed 
Joseph Rounds 
Icbabod Peavy 
Jonathan Goble 
Orrin Munn 
Pati 

Them 1a baraahell 
Nelsou Stewart 

n 

> nilar 
Isaac: Haddock 
Willian Mather 
John Yank 
Tra Ralph 
James Barlow 
Joln Allen 
William Selden 
Villiam Troop 
Benjamin Babcock 
Jeremiah Decker 
Augustus Wells 
Lewis Wood 
Stephen Wood. 
Ephraim Race 
George Williams 
Rufus White 
Joha Peterson 
Steph. Wainwright 
Anderson Rowley 
8. J. B. Watson 
W. A. Carr 
Ichabod Peavy 
Samuel Bowen 
William Troop 
George Comstock 

William Woodcock 
Daniel Jourdan 
Henry Denton 
John Barnes 
John Carlton 
William Torry 
Jonathan Handy 
John Low 
Harrison Elsworth 
David C. Hoose 
Nathan Garner 
Charles Simmons 
John Kinley 
Morgan Nichols   

Gastric derangement 

“ ts 
oe a“ 

Cholera morbns 
“ “ 
“ “ 

Gastric derangement 
Pain in breast 

remo, i 
Cholera morbus 
Diarrhea 
Gastric derangement 
Cholera morbus 
Diarrhea 
Cholera morbus 
Diarrhea 
Cholera morbus 
Diarrhoea 
Gastric derangement 

i “ 

Diarrhea 
Cholera morbus 

“ “ 
““ as 

Gastric derangement 
Cholera morbus 

“ “ 

Gastric derangement 
Cholera morbus 

“ “ 
“ 7 

Gastric der.—20th, feb. r. 
“ “a 

Cholera morbus 
Diarrhea 
Diarrhea and rheum. 
Ophthalmia 
Debility and lumbago 

Diarrhea and debility 
tis 

Diarshoea 
Gastric derangement 
Diarrheea and debility 
Diarrhea 
astric derangement 

“a 

Incised wound 
Febris intermittens 
Gastric derangement 
Latent pneumonia 

iarrheea 
Gastric derangement 

m_9th, feb. r. 
Sciatica 
Cholera morbus 

ebilit   
* Died. 

Latent pneumonia 

Aug. 10, 1846 
1846 
1846 
1846 

Ang. 10, 1846 
Aug. 11, 1846 
Aug. 10, 1846 
Aug. 17, 1846 
Aug. 26, 1846 
Aug. 14, 1846 

‘Aug. 12, 1846 

“ “ 

Aug. 13, 1846 
“ “ 

Aug. 12, 1646 
Aug. 14, 1846 
Aug. 13, 1846 
Ang. 14, 1846 
Aug. 13, 1846 
Aug. 14, 1846 

Aug. 15, 1846 

Aug. 17, 1846 

“ 4“ 

Aug. 19, 1846 
* Aug. 23, 1846 
Aug. 24, 1846 
Aug. 19, 1846 
Aug, 24, 1846 
Ang. 26, 1846 
Aug. 98, 1846 
Aug. 27, 1846 

Aug. 29, 1846 
“a “a 

Sept. 4, 1846 
1846 
1846 
1846 
1846 
1846 
1846 

Sept. 19, 1846 
Oct. 3, 1846 
Sept. 17, 1846 
Oct. 5, 1846   *Nov. 25, 1846+ 

Soap. 
Weave. 
Cooper, 

Cutlery. 
Hame. 
Cutlery. 

“ 

Cabinet. 
Tool 
Wing. 

Brussels 
Cutlery. 

“ 

Brussels. 

Cutlery. 

ame. 
Tailor. 
Hame. 
Machine. 
Cooper. 

  Sept. 15, 1846 

+ A marked case. He died of phthisis pulmonalis, 

28 

Brussels. 
Machine. 

Machine. 

Machine. 

 



STATE PRISON. AUBURN 
 
 

 
 

a‘qay 
pug 

"ud 
s
e
r
i
a
 

-duinguos 
a
v
m
o
r
o
q
n
,
 

‘alunasoqny 
s
e
d
 

‘agoazou 
wixo[dad 

y 

" ” 
“usyeur 

s
u
a
j
y
u
i
e
s
 
"oy 

‘aquad 
Jo 

ra0uLKg 
s
p
y
e
a
o
w
n
d
 

asta 

“
u
d
u
 
e
u
a
y
t
u
o
s
 

“qa 

“
s
y
u
m
o
m
p
n
d
 
s
i
s
t
a
 

” 

‘udieur 
s
u
a
y
 

I 

‘ayyenomynd 

‘atteur suayyyutas 
‘qq 

‘aluuowmnd 
sIstaYg 

“ualec 
s
u
a
y
r
u
a
s
 
“
e
y
 

Fel 
a 

OFBL 
‘SB 

OFT 
‘TS 

Ady 
oval 

‘9 
wady 

poop 
p
a
d
s
 

y
o
n
 

wes = DromasrtouMrranw Rata we 
SoSnssososcoocoortscoesoeesSoCosEs 

“
u
d
u
 

savyyngy 

Ss 

f
o
 
w
a
y
 

JOBE, 

 
 

sduaquy 
“
d
m
g
,
 

a
n
g
 

sduay, 

duriagy 
‘
d
u
n
,
 

n 

‘dutoyuy 

“duty, 

duroquy 
“duu 

“di unqu] roa 
su 

rear 

“aq 
09 

pro;xo| 

‘eB 
Aosiop 

AWN 

"09 
punpo; 

‘oo 
voupuoug 

“on u
d
u
 Ag 

‘oa o
u
t
e
a
 

“AN 
upuny 

“oo 
ssaTOINGL 

p
u
r
p
s
a
n
y
y
 

W307, 
 
 

“Kimunog 
paeapq 

asvoyy 
“Q 

Pavg 
“
a
t
a
,
 
enn 

* 
aenaog 

WOgOY 
+ 

doyle yy 
081004) 

* 
+ 

doystg 
a
y
o
 

| Hogawy, 
s
e
}
 

sary 
“9 

aofuyy 
+ 
SUING 

WOZOTY 
a
a
i
q
 

udasor 
PLoqoY 

Woqoy 
U
M
O
M
A
T
 

ProypEag 
S
U
M
O
 

‘gq 
#9804 

quasieg 
u
o
s
z
e
w
;
 an 

u
u
 

“9 
A
m
a
z
e
 

* 
apooqug 

unaefuog 
S
a
n
g
e
z
a
r
y
 
uyor 

+ 
u
n
a
 
pang 

amyyoqg 
wyor 

quay 
septa 

* Kaatog 
uomolog 

 
 
 
 

  
“ype, 

Jo 
saneg 

109410 
Jo 

‘ogpasiq 

“
y
a
 

jo 

a
e
d
 

    ‘dsoqy] 
wostig 

ul 
UOISSTEPY 

JO 
a
 

ae 
1 

karen 
jo 

  arg   quag 

“YAU, 
D
Y
V
   ‘aula   

      
“aoqudasag)   

“TAM, 
oO     

“Ananey. 0         

0% Japa 

 
 

    
 
 

“OER 
‘T 

‘AON 
S
m
n
s
o
[
o
—
c
P
A
T
 

‘T 
“AON 

S
u
r
o
w
a
u
m
0
g
,
 

“DIK 
a
y
y
 fo 

asanoa 
ayj 

ua 
syjvAgT—'T1X 

IIAV, 

 
 

AUBURN STATE PRISON. 

Wing. 
Weave. 
Shoe. 

.16, 1846 | Cutlery. 
Yard. 
Cooper. 

1846 

Sept. 10, 1846 
Sept.21, 1846 

Sept.17, 1846 

7, 
Sopt 25, 1846 

Sept 
Dec. 

Machine, Sept. 18, 1846 

« 

Cabinet. 6 
Still in hospital | Wing. 

1846 

“ 

Sept.21, 

 
 

Diseases. 

‘0 (cacitas) 8 
natica 

erty Vv 
Se 

Cholera morbus 
Pain in breast 

Diarrhea 

Incised wound 

ric derangement 
Ulcers 
Gast 

 
 

  

iggine 
John Sampson 

William Torry 

Fred. E. Bedunt 

John H 

 
 

“ 

“« 

14 | James Perry 

16 | John Cook 

il “ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

Sept. 9 

  

18 | Nicholas V. S. Wood] Gastric derangement 
17 | Charles Kuntz 

24 | Homer M. Allen 
29 | John Higgins 

“ 
“ 
“ 
“   

<L.—Criminal Lunatics. TABLE 

Where 
sent. 

 
 

if if 2 |ima’no} Femoved, 
Date of 
becoming 
Insane in 

this 
Prison. 

or| 
known to have] 
E Insane on, tate of 

Health 
8 

Date 
ot 

vemoval, 

at 
pres. 

is cell. i 

 
 

been go pre- 
vious to Adm. 

No 
Probably 80 

Yes 
No 

No 

Probably so 
Idiotic | 

on. 
Admiss. 

Bad 
“ 

Good 16) Partially idiotic 
No 

Idiotic 
14| Unknown 

Good 

ISO! Imperfect 1 

to the practice of masturbation. 

 
 

ipped, but did not even know the number of bi 

 
 

  

hilip Senate 

  

Robert Butler* 

Charles Shiifler 
William Gillie* 
‘William Page* 
Adam Williams* 

PI 

George Comstock* 

Ambrose H. Bacon 
John Pettibone 
George Thomas . 
Patrick M'lntyre 

William Pierce 

jaya an el rides him oif every night, and brings him back in the morning and he is to live y' ang : 
yeare, 

He has been often whi S . . a 
* The names marked with an asterisk are 0 
{ Refused to answer. 

  

i 

 
 

 



1846 , pt. 2. 
AUBURN STATE PRISON. AUBURN STATE PRISON. 10g 

Taste XIIL.—Receipis. 
  

Taste XV.—The Receipts of the Prison, Sor the Labor of Prisoners during 
e Year. 

From labor on contracts : 
From miscellaneous labor by convicts : : 62 

From visitor . . . . 2 On Contracts. | 

From convicts’ deposites . . . : . 4: Cabinet-making . 
$6,192 

Machine-making 
Shoemaking 

  

  
Total . . . t . 
Balance on hand from previous year   
Total receipts during the year : : a7 6 Tool-making . 

Cutlery 
Expenditures during the year, exclusive of repairs and additions Coopers shop 

  : . Of Tail g . 5 Excess of earnings over expenditures . : 2 E Tailoring 2, $55,099 
  

Miscellaneous Labor. 
Cotton-weaving - 

Taste XIV.—Manner in which Prisoners were employed at the date of the Silk works . 

nspection. Stone shop. 
a Pamp-making 

Sundries. . . . . 4,633   CONTRACTS.         Total earnings of prisoners . $59,732 
  Able-bodied. Infirm. 

  
Mode of employment. Fan | Partl 

pay. | pay. | 0% at, | TO Tanur XVI.— Total Cost of the Prison under the following Heads. 
  

  

Cooper shop - 

Tool shop . 
Carpet-making 
Hame shop 
Shoemaking - 
Tailoring 
Cutlery - 
Machinery . 
Cabinet- making 

Prison diet - . . . $14,326 
Clothing, ‘edding and d furniture . . . . 4,624 
Expenses of hospital . : . . 717 
Fuel and lights . . . . . 3,829 

Printing and stationery . . 16 

Expense of manufacturing : . : 801 
Salaries of officers . . 23,076 
Sundries not mentioned. . . . - 2,361 A

e
 
R
W
N
W
S
u
e
 

  
    © i       Total . : 35 | 24 Total expenses of prison for the year, not t including alterations 

and repairs . $49,845 
Repairs, alterations, ‘and additions . . ‘ ‘ 2,637           

STATE HANDS AND IDLERS.   Total expenses of the prison for the year . . - . $52,482 
          

Productive. Unproductive. Note—Prison diet per head per annum, s2t 9 
Clothing and bedding ditto, 

  

Mode of employment. . 
Time: 
Jost. 

Able- bodied. Infirm. | Useless. Total.   , | Infirm. 

  

Cooper shop . Taste XVII.—Total Expenses of the Prison for the Year, ete. 
Shoemaking 

e 
cope making : 

Total cxpenses of the pris prison for the year, and not including repairs, } $49,845 

State weaving Total receipts of ditto - . . . . . 62,912 
Carpenter shop . 
Kitchen : Annual. profit to the State, not including repairs, alterations, and 

  

  
In dormitory $13,067 
Hospital . Repairs, alterations, and additions . . . : . 2,637 
Washing . 
Soap-house . : Balance of profit from year’s earnings : $10,429 
Barbers shop - 

          

  jote—These sums divided by the aggregate number of days for which the whole of the prisoners 
Total have been in custody during the year, » pares 21 7-10 cents as the cost of each prisoner per dey.                         
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Taste XVIII.—Clothing and Bedding: Number of Articles issued to each 
risoner. 

No account Kept fither of the raw materials, of the manufactured goods, or of the articles made 
from them. In an time they pass # through several hands—keepers and convicts. No account 
kept of the bedding ‘made or distriputed. Each cell has 2 quilts, 2 2 blankets, & ud mutress—no pillows 

nor sheets. . No more is given nm out except by Sector! ‘8 orders. bedsteads are generally wood—all 
except 200, which are of ir frames with a sacking bottom, Hinges and quilts are made in prison. 
Socks are now very deficient —130 short of making : ‘a complete change. ‘The clothing is changed ina 
smali room, in the presence of a keeper, and 12 or 15 of them change in each other's presence. 

Tapie XLX.—Salaries, Fees, Emoluments, etc., of Officers of the State Prison 
at Auburn. 

  

Salaries { Nature of Fees 

Names. a . | When appointed. per and Emel, and 
Annum. | Am'ts thereof. 

  

Russel Chappel g' 3 | June 2, 1845 j$1200 00 

David Foote 2 : 9 | Mar. 16, 1846 3 00 | House, etc.* 

Jonathan Hubbard r May 1, 1844 00 

Alonzo Wood i August, 1845 00 

Lansingh Briggs sci Sept.29, 1846 00 
i May 15, 1845 50 00 

June 11, 1846 50 00 
Barnabas King May 27, 1845 50 00 

Samuel W. Odell 1 | May 15, 1845 00 
James Davis April 15, 1846 00 

Matthew Sittser June 24, 1845 5 oo 

Zachariah Aedrick May 15, 1845 | 550 00 

James M. Servir “ 30 00 
William Polson “ 00 

Francis C. Rich Aug. 22, 1846 00 

John R. Lucar . 1843 00 

Ebenezer Allen 14, 1845 00 
3 1846 00 

1844 00 
1845 00 
1843 00 

Isaac M. Chadderdon| a 1846 50 00 

Silas Baker 5, 1843 530 00 
5, 1845 00 

1845 50 00 
1846 00 

John M. Conger “ 1845 | 360 00 

Bartlet Hallett 1845 00 

Thomas J. Winsor . 1846 | 360 00 

Dewitt C. Miller . 1846 50 00 
Hiram Judson 1845 30 00 

1843 00 
, 1843 50 00 

Laughlin M’Cartin 1845 30 00 
Titus Parsons . 16, 1843 00 

Philip Depuy . 1845 oo 

Alonzo Munsell . 1846 00 

Calvin C. Phinney 1846 00 

William R. Taber y 16, 1845 00 

Sohn Richardson 1845 30 00 

Marcus De Condry 5 50 00 

Oliver Drake . 00 

William M. Lee J . 00 
Peter Mills 1 . 5 360 00 

Stephen Sumrix Dec. 2, 1844; 360 00 

          
  

* Lights and fuel, two servants, a gardener, and grass for cow; valued at $242 50. 
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Taste XX.—Miscellaneous Inquiries as to the state of the Prison. 

1. Cells. 
2. Number of cells or rooms. 

3. Dimensions of them. 

4. Average temperature. 

5. How lighted. 

6. How warmed. 

7. How ventilated. 

8. Cost of construction of prison. 

9. Cost of each cell. 

10. How many confined in one cell. 
iL What books for prisoners. 

+ What classification. 
is Visitors to prisoners. 

14. Clothing, how often changed. 

15. Clothing, any uniform dress. 

16. How often fed, and where. 

17. Supply of water, and how used. 

18. Bedding, how often changed. 

770, and 5 dark cells. 
; 4 feet wide, 7 feet long, and 7 feet high, 

equal to 196 cubic feet. 
No account kept. 

iB 'y windews in the outer wall, and by 
lamps at night. 

; By cast-iron and sheet-iron stoves on the 
areas, heated with wi 

yn ot at all,—only such air as 8 geta in and 
out through the grates to the cell-doors. 

Estimated at 3600, 000. 
5 $775, including cost of work-shops and 

out-buildin; 
Never more ‘than one. 
Vide catalogue of library. 
None. 
All who pay 2 shillings. 
Shirts and stockings once a week. Oth- 

er things as occasion requires. 
Yes, wee and white running horizon- 

ble, supper in their cells. 
Abundant, men wash in shops and in   § re times a a day, twice at common ta- 

summer bathe in reservoir occasionally. 
As often as they get dirty. 

 



  

  

INSPECTION OF PRISONS, 

CLINTON PRISON. 
er 

Tue approach to Clinton Prison, from Plattsburg, 17 miles distant, on Lake Cham- 

plain, is by a road distinguished for roughness and hard travelling. It is an almost un- 
interrupted ascent, through deep sand, broken rocks, and water-worn gullies. The 

engineer appointed to survey the route, in his report correctly remarks :—“ In rela- 

tion to the character of this road throughout its entive distance, there is but one senti- 

ment. The adjective comparison applies, bad, aworse, worst.” Cadysville, on the Sara- 

nac river, the only settlement on the route, is situated 7 miles from the prison, and 

consists merely of an inn, and a few log honses for the accommodation of the laborers 

engaged in sawing lumber at this place. In a word, the entire region is composed of 

rocks and woods. 
« The soil, composing some two-thirds of its distance, is a deep and loose sand, with 

paving stones sparsely imbedded. One-half the residue is clay loam, easily liable to 

deep ruts; and the remainder isa simple dugway through the soil in a state of nature, 
made by vehicles heavily laden, among stones, stumps, roots, and quagmires.” 

Nearly six hours were consumed by us in traveling the seventeen miles. The to- 

tal ascent from the lake to the sill of the prison gate is 1,330 feet. 

It is the opinion of the engineer, that the only feasible method of putting this road 

in decent traveling order, is by planking it with 3inch plank, which is estimated to 

cost $3,000 per mile. From the personal observation of the committee, it is very plain 

that, for a long time, every article of food and dress, every instrument of labor, and 

all the household furniture used, not only in the prison, but in the httle settlement 

growing up around it, must of necessity be transported for many miles, at heavy cost. 

Transportation to Lake Champlain cannot now be made for less than $2 75 per ton, 

and will often cost more. From the Lake the cost of transportation must be greatly 

above this, perhaps double, and is as great from Plattsburg to the mines, as from Al- 

bany to Plattsburg, a distance of 180 miles. 

The method of ventilation adopted at Clinton Prison is decidedly better than none, 

yet it must be admitted to be not what it should be. The plan, (if such it can be 

calied,) consists merely, when reduced to its simple elements, of perforations in the 

ceiling, both of the halls and cells, with openings at the eaves of the building commu- 

nicating with the external air. The effect of these latter apertures, so far as ventila- 

tion is concerned, is precisely the same as if there was no-foof, and a communication 

existed direct through the apertures in the ceiling, between the halls and cells on 

one side, and the open air on the other. We have therefore, simply, at this prison, 

a large building, with cells for the accommodation (so far as finished) of 252 prisoners, 

with openings in the roof for the escape, or more properly speaking, for the cooling, 

of the heated air within. It is plain that, with this arrangement, the only motive 
power for the exhaustion of the impure air, is the difference of temperature between 

the internal and external atmospheres, and that there is no other means for the intro- 

duction of pure air, a copious, systematic, and well-regulated supply of which is essen- 
tial to a good plan of ventilation, 

As described by the Agent, ‘‘ The plan adopted for ventilating this prison is as fol- 

lows:—A pipe of sheet iron, 4 inches in diameter, passes from the back of each cel) 
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near its ceiling, into the centre wall, where it is surrounded by masonry, and continued in the wall to its top in the garret. The outer wall of the building, and that on the front end of the cells, is carried 3 feet higher than the top of the upper story celle. On 
these two walls rest the timbers supporting the ceiling of the hall. This elevation of 
the ceiling forms a pit-like recess over the whole block of cells iu the garret. In the 
ceiling of the hall there is a row of ventilators, 18 inches square, and 20 feet apart. 
A full supply of fresh air is received into the garret through openings made in the pro. 
jections of the roof over the building. The aggregate capacity of the ventilators in 
the ceiling is about three times greater than that of those of the cells.” 

The manner in which the process of purifying the air of the cells is supposed, by the 
Agent, to be carried on, is thus:—‘ The fresh, cool air of the garret falls into the pit 
above the ceils, from whence it descends into them through the ventilating pipes: it 
there meets and mixes with the warm air from the stoves in the hall, which readily 
passes through the lattice-work of the cell-doors. The vitiated and over-heated air 
passes off, through the more elevated apertures in the ceiling of the hail. 
heated air from the stoves in the hall enters the cells with a temperature raised in pro- 
portion to their elevation, and its heat is there counteracted by its union with a current 
of descending air, reduced in temperature, and increased in quantity, in a similar pro- 
portion.” 

‘There is, in regard to this matter, a singular confusion of ideas: heat is confounded 
with pure air; reduction of ip is made as with ification of the 
atmosphere ; the stoves are made to radiate not heat, merely, but heated air, and the 
latter is spoken of as if it were fresh air heated ; while, both in the verbal description 
and in the illustrated diagram, two currents of air are simultaneously, and at opposite 
puints, made to enter each cell—the one, heated, through the grated door, and the 
other, cool, through the ventilating tube—which is plainly an impossible thing. 
_ Much impovtance is attached to the fact, that there is a difference of only one degree 
in the temperature of the air at the floor and at the ceiling, or between the lowermost 
and uppermost tier of cells—all being warmed by the same fires, on the floor of the 
hall; while in ordinary stove-heated rooms the variation is from 10 to 20 degrees; and 

from this is inferred, though it is not expressly asserted, a regular purification of the air 
of the prison, The apertures in the ceilings, both of the halls and cells, most certainly 
give exit to the heat from the stoves; and so far they are the opposite of economical. 
But it isa great error to suppose, that in Proportion to the escape of caloric, there is also 
aremoval of the impurities of the air. A high temperature does not necessarily indi- 
cate impurity of air; neither is a low temperature synonymous with purity. In short, 
the thermometer affords no test of the chemical condition of the atmosphere. The calo- 
rie may, and does escape through the solid walls, while the air within them is un- 
changed in every thing but temperature. As applied to the case before us, the reduc- 
tion of the temperature of the air of a cell, by mingling together two currents (suppos- 
ing this possible in the way mentioned) of different temperatures, does not imply a 
removal of the atmospheric impurities. 

Upen a subject of so serious importance, it is unfortunate that any error should have 
been committed, in a new prison, where there existed such abundant facilities and ma~ 
terial for the construction, in the most economical manner, of an apparatus which would 
answer the desired end perfectly. The method of ventilation adopted at the Penton- 
ville prison might here be very easily introduced. There the air is drawn off from the 
cells, by means of a fire kindled in a ventilating shaft, with which all the cells are con- 
nected by tubes, at an expense of one-eighth of a penny per diem for the fzel for each 
cell, in summer; in winter it costs nothing, the shaft being heated by the escape heat 
of the furnace fires. 

The expense of such an arrangement at Clinton prison would be much lees than at  
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Pentonville; for if the escape heat of the engine and forge fires could not be used for 

this purpose, the fuel necessary for the purpose, lying about as it does in exhaustless 

profusion, would cost only the trouble of collecting it. Butto the suggestion here made, 

of using, for this purpose, the waste heat of the fires employed in the labor of the insti- 

tution, there cau be no yeasonable objection. Que or more of the forge fires could easily 

be connected with a ventilating shaft, and. as in the manufacturing operations of the 

prison it is designed to operate ‘with the fires night and day, there will be furnished the 

means of a most complete and constant renovation of the air of the prison buildings, 

day and night, without the expenditure of a farthing beyond the first cost of the appa- 

ratus, for constructing which all the necessary material is now on the ground. In the 

meantime, before the forges are at work, the waste heat of the steam engines might be 

used for this purpose. 

To complete this important sanatory arrangement, there would only remain to be 

added the means of a regulated supply of air, from without, into the prison, warmed in 

winter; and then, with the pure air of its mountainous altitude, in this particular Clin- 

ton prison would stand unrivaled. 

The condition of the health of the prisoners was found to be, in general, very good, 

and such as might be expected in persons at regular labor, with good and wholesome 

diet, in a general atmosphere of the greatest purity ; excepting the fact of their being 

prisoners, at involuntary labor. With regard to the influence of this circumstance upon 

their physical condition—an influence of a marked and deleterious character, according 

to the reports of most prisous—we found here very little trace of it, in either depression 

of spirits or bodily disease. There was a general aspect of cheerfulness, nn elasticity 

and vigor of mind and body, a willingness to acknowledge the justness of the punish- 

ment, a determination to endure patiently to the end, and a composed and quiet sub- 

mission to the discipline of the institution, much more general, we think, than is to be 

met with in the other State prisons of this State. 

We believe it will be admitted, @ priori, that a system of governing by kindness and 

firmness combiued, resorting to javsh measnres only when actually necessary, and. sub- 

stituting for the “ cat” and the cane, the dungeon, and privation of physical comforts, 

and thus not only avoiding the excitement of passion, hatred, and revenge, but actually 

giving opportunity for, and inducing a spirit of reflection aud composure of mind, is far 

more likely to exert a beneficial influence ou the badily health than the opposite course- 

Where the lash is resorted to on all uccasions, both trivial and serious—where mau is 

regarded as having no more mind than a male, and is to be reduced to obedience by 

similar means—it can form no matter of astouishment that his feverish and excited mind. 

should react on his corporeal fanctions, ina manner to engender diseases of the most 

serious character. 

The most severe and effective punishment resorted to in Clinton prison is aolitary col- 

finement, with total deprivation of light, and diet of bread and water. This is the wiz 

ma ratio, and js practised only on the most refractory. Withreference to its influence 

on the health of the convicts, the physician of the prison makes the following very just 

observations :-— 

“The immediate effect of solitary confinement, together with 

doubtedly, to lower the vigor of the system: and as a corresponding 

is inevitable, this mode of treatment is admirably calculated to restore that ca 

equal state which the violent passions of some destroy,even to the producing ofa kind 

of temporary fever or frenzy. Insuch cases—and such cases are the proper subjects 

of this plan of punishment—the effect, both morally and physically, is alike beneficial; 

for a state of great moral excitement cannot long be maintained, without producing 4 

proportionate physical derangement; and that discipline is best which allows opportu: 

nity for calm reflection to take the place of violent passions. In cases of jong-continued 

confinement, the total deprivation of exercise might be injurious, were it not for the 

accompanying diminution of diet, which forms an essential part of the plan.” 
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The obj abli oe abiect of we establishment of a new state prison, and its location in that region 

7 e mining of iron ore, and the producti ii of the * ; a production of iron therefrom. Wi 

oo ea net aoe known as the Skinner Vein, including 200 acres of land, vas 

ed for ,500. The stockade wall of 1h i i t wrcha , prison yard includes th 

this mine. The erection of the Udi > fo one or ide necessary buildings was commenced i i orn hort tine previe gs nced in the spring of 1845. 

ug to the purchase, as the commit! i thi a ee Snort time Previon . , omittee are informed, this mine 
y its proprietors, after the expenditure nd y . of a large ai f 

money to put it in working order and bring it P oor thie aben if 3 produce to market. Wh i 

donment was rendered neces: ise Ms sey of wean r scessary by a discovered or supposed defici 

of yield, or an inferior quality of i ee neverthclon: beine creat the iron, a demand for ore, i ° 7 y theless, being 
in that region, or by the heav: i Samal Se the weaines r + y cost of transporting the ore to rk 

tion of the ore was never attem . * rociely informed, A | pted on the spot), we are not precisely i 

sentiment prevuils very extensively 1 ‘i peat tees nee haa r xtensively in that region of the State, that all ext ‘ 7 these causes h: 

combined to compel this abandonment, while it is believed by many that the saterior 

anal ¥ and deficient quantity of the ore are the causes which, principally, render this 
ne less valuable than some others in its immediz ieini ly i iate vieinity. The Sail: id 

mine, a few rods distant, has been in s i mein . successful operation many years j , i ; tho 

to precisely the same difficulties and expenses of transportation. , r though subject 

woe Ceinion (we believe honestly entertained) prevails extensively among capable 
nat section, that the iron is of an inferior quali i 1 ality, the ore too h mi i 

foreign matters to r i i cand ¢ wt panite at the reign mat! o render its working productiy t : i productive, and the extent and capacity of 

mine very uncertain; and hence it is maintained i paclty oF te Lihat Cv Iethe ane alone, at the prison can never be supported 

, Au Investigation of these important points the committee did not deem it necessary 

© enter minutely into, as it is not probable we w. : y : s i e would have been able to elici ” , cit an - 

per information than has already been spread before the Legislature and the sek 

eC reports of the commissioner, and agent, aud other papers. Though. it order to 
. | spas 
procure the stone necessary for the buildings, the mine has been uncovered to a farthe: 

extent, and a few tons of ore sold, y i ‘ 4 , yet nothing has been done towards erecti " oF or n ecting the s 

aroting apparatus, or forge; and the questions of the capacity of this mine te afford a 

wih cient amount of ore for the steady employment of 500 men, for 50 or 100 cars, 
. 4 an . , 
en whether the quality is sufficiently good to justify the enormous expense necessary 

. se ' re whole in operation, are yet undecided by any practical workings, by which 
alone they can be. We must, howev : hil l . er, state, that the present agent, i i : : while commi 
sioner to consider the expediency of establishing a new prison in this region, did inti 

woe 

wite experiments for the purpase of ascertaining the quality of the iron: ‘and ‘his report 
: noe , 

: rcon appeared to satisfy the authorities, who, accordingly, purchased the vein. It 

is t timed by the opponents of the scheme, that these experiments were insufficient. 

va is entire region, Clinton and Essex counties especially, abounds in iron; some 
‘eins, as that known as the Arnold vein, being so ri ' e 0 r > g 80 rich as to be reducible in the forge 

withent undergoing the previous process of “separating.” The Palmer or which 

per conse of iron, though quite rich and valuable, is much below the Arnold, 
is, nevertheless, much above the Skinner or pri in, 1 i , ¢ uch abov prison vein, in this respect, judgi 

specimens taken indiscriminately from the beds, by our own hands that ‘eae he 
a . : e 

prison vein being admitted by the agent to be a fair specimen, 
Clinton county. , 

te committee, desiring to obtain the best judgment, and most reliable information 

pos . on these topics, addressed a letter to Prof. E. Emmons, State geologist, who ° 

: ma ea protracted examination of this whole district, requesting his opinion on the 

ooted points. ‘The correspondence is herewith submitted :— 

These mines are all in 

; . . ALBA. O 
on Dear Siz: I am chargeable with neglect in regard to your awa oo roa 

y I have not returned an answer before, is, that I was in hopes I chould be able  
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to visit this mine thi: advanced that there is no prospect o 
this fall, but the season is so far 

it now. { will therefore proceed at once to say what my opinons were after having 

i i i te. 
examined the Clinton mines as a geologist for the State. - as not fully exposed at the 

r g which had then been 
all the material which 

i i the iron te establishment. The quality of t ire 

ij ig remarkably good, being quite ductile, 

wots be been mare from the ois reduced with less coal than that of the Avorill 
talleabie, an agh ; 7 

: 

vein, whiet is aa the establishment of the prison at this place as one of the 
5 

31 ee whether we gi i ts of 
y 1 we have a regard to the interests 

best measures of the State gov ernment, t s h te int ty 

i the criminal. 
i easure designed to benefit ale. tion, 

eee ee more Table to fail from an incompetent agent than from soar roity of may 

tM The State is certainly well served in the person of the presen ‘3 ups intendent 

ged ‘cent; and if his services are contiaued uatil his plans are comp! : 

doubt. the entire plan or scheme will be eminently snecess ‘a “servant, 

Lam, sir, with great esteem, your mos SER EMMONS. 

: so eat . £ 

P. §. The only difficulty 1 could observe in regard 0 this hep was the existe of 

ap ¢ yein— st of whic: € 
y ich cuts through the vein—the effec w on the or tree: 

2 a Se eal not be seen or ascertained at the time. This is a point on w 
ion , COU ‘ 
you are a3 able to judgo as myself. 

. fork. 
Dr. Jno. H. Griscos, New Yor 

Of the trap dyke, alluded to in the above postscript, and which, together with the 

vein, has eon more exposéd since the examination of Professor Emmons, it is co! 

‘ 
i i i Vs ae. 

it vi eriously impairs the value of the m _ 
tly asserted that it very seriously 

ban 
ao before stated, 252 cells only have been completed, (one-half of the original P = 

d estimate,) in the prison building. Of the two buildings to be Placed at the ° 

he ; 7 1 svellings, offices, guard-room, 
1 iding— the agents’ and clerk’s dvvellings, 

the prison building—one for gents’ Tne Nicos Eee bos 

kitchen, dining-room, wash and ba’ 5 ; 
store-room, etc., the other for ki . ere wash Pe 

i i e the latter was abo 
oF —the former has not its foundation laid, whi . 

Pie eh an f i f the i tion; and no arrange- the time of the inspect ; 
leted, and not ready for the root at Hon : range 

nents for furnaces or forge fires, or for an apparatus for preparing the or . eo 2 ue 

tion, have yet been made. Yet three several appropriations of $30,000, $75,000, 

$50,000 have been made—in all, one hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars lan 

It is supposed that at least as much more will be necessary, to carry out the p! a 

i i i its 
completion; aud the best that can be said of it, then, will be, thet the Prospect 5 is 

i inne i ithout further drafts upon the public tre; , 
being sustained by its own labor, wi rafts: a 

without employing the convicts at some other labor, is still a matter of doubt and unce! 

~ . 

i i fore mentioned. | 
tainty, from the circumstances be! ; : sae it 

acite from the uncertainty attending the success of the experiment, rendering 

doubtful whether it is worth while to incur the additional expense necessary for ee 

Jetion of the plan, there is another consideration which presses itself upon 

attent i i d that is, that the prison ought not to be con- 
attentio#of the committee as important, and that 1s, i 8 eee cison 

: structed on a plan of having more than 250 inmates. Allexperience shows, tha! ae 

of that magnitude can be more easily and better governed than one of pre me 

° 
i 

7] \- 

sions. The best prisons in the country (on the Auburn plan) are those where t ° 00, 

‘ber of inmates is less than 250; and the worst are those where the number is ove: 

: ink i ber approaches 1,000. . 
and they sink in the, scale as the num ¢ . . ; 

Thies important in a moral point of view. There is another important roe “he 

financial aspect. The prison is conveniently located for prisoners convicte in se 

counties of Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery, St. harem see 

ratoga, Warren, Washington, and perhaps Schenectady and Rensselaer. T'! eect 

of transportation to and from this prison, from other counties, must be melt oe 

than to the other prisons. These counties are mostly agricultural, and send few P 
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“mers in proportisn to other parts of the State; and it will be difficult, from these coun- 
vies, to keep the number of inmates up to 250, Any farther addition to that number 
winst be attended with unnecessary expense. 

The establishment of this prison was wise, because it tended to reduce the number in 
he other prisons, (already too large,) and that wisdom would be perfected in this 
respect, if the Legislatnre would adopt the policy of confining its number within 250. 

The organization of the government of this prison is different from that of the other 
prisons. Tt has no permanent Board of Inspectors, and the same person exercises the 
duties which, in the other prisons, are divided between the Agent and the keeper. The 
latter arrangement is, unques onably, an improvement. 

The system of inspection provided for this prison, must be quite an idle ceremony, 
anid ineffective in guarding agi 
Up to the time of our visit, the inspectors had never been to the prison. 

yet, to our knowledge, arisen from this, and probably will not under the govern- 
znent of the present Agent. What it might be in other hands 

20 fear, from what hus occurred at the other prisons. 
The moral government ot the prison is deserving of high praise. It is wise, and , 

therefore it is humane. Itis efficient; for cruelty is unknown, and disobedience in- 
frequent. Men are taught the lesson of self-control and self government, not by phy- 
sical means ouly, bat by mind operating on mind. The minds of the prisoners, in- 
stead of being left to brood on an evil past or a gloomy future, are fed daily with that 
which gives them something better to think of, and is calculated to make them wiser 
aud better. The advantage of this was displayed to us, not only in the ease with which 
the power of the officers is exercised, but in the behavior and deportment of the pris- 

oners, unlike that ef any otlier institution for males that we have visited. And we left 

e prison impressed with a sense of what was due to the intelligence and humanity 
hich had devised, and in a great measure, carried into operation, a reform in prisen 

discipline which it is earnestly hoped may yet prevail in all prisons. 

JOHN H. GRISCOM, 
J. W. EDMONDS, 

, we have abundant cause 

New Pork, August, 1846. } Committee. 

After the inspection, the following letter was received from the assistant keeper 
having charge of the kitchen, and is published in this connection for obvious reasons: 

Curxton Prison, August 24th, 1846. 
How. Jonny W. Epoxns: 
Dear Sixr:—While you were at this prison, yeu requested, and I furnished a hasty 

Statement of the amount and kinds of food given the men confined here. Thinking, 
lowever, since you left, that it might be quite too imperfect for your purpose, I have 

taken the liberty of sending you a statement which will enable you better to under- 
stand Mr. Cook’s system of feeding the men confined under his charge. 

For Breakfast.—The men receive what they wish of the following articles, viz :— 
Graham bread; barley coffee: potatoes; boiled beet; gravy, made from the fat gath- 
ered from boiling meut, and thickened. 

For Dinner.—Boiled pork ; bread; bean or pea soup; potatoes; vinegar. 
; For Supper.—The men have their choice of mush and molasses, or bread and mo 
ASSES, 

On Sabbath and Thursday.—Fresh beef, with rice soup, is served for dinner. 
n Friday.—Codfish instead of meat. . 

The above comprises, I believe, the manner in which the men are provided with 
food in this prison; and, so far as my experience enables me to judge, its effects are 
most happy. On my first acquaintance with the prison, and the system of furnighing 
the table, I was led to believe that it would induce prodigality, but I am perfectly sat- 
istied that where men can have all they want to eat, and that of a good, wholesome 
quality, there will be little or no disposition to waste or destroy. 

am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.T MARSHALL. 

Hox. Joun W. Epmuonps. 

gainst the evils which are so ap®to creep into our prisons. * 

No injury | 
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Taste X1V.— Manner in which Prisoners were employed at the date of the 
Inspection. 

The convicts are principally engaged in the construction of the prison. 
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TaBLe XV.— The Receipts of the Prison, for the Labor of Pri: mers during 
the Year. See Table XIII. 

‘o
ns
um
pt
io
n.
 

C
a
n
c
e
r
 

in
 

th
e 

st
om
ac
h,
 

C Tapte XVI.— 7 ‘otal Cost of the Prison under the following Heads. 
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Tastz XVIII. —-Clothin, and, din. sho ng the Number 9) Articles 

BL 
Beddt: wn gS of 

ti BS ant e BF 

deed 
ithout any restriction or regulation, } or i inde 

kept, ‘The articles are dealt out wil 
‘er 

Mo TN aecept the will and the word o¢ the Agsistant Keeper in charge of this 

‘Taste XIX.—Salaries, Fees, Emolwmenis etc., of Officers of the Clinton State 

SON. 

Salaries | Nature of Fees 
i id. Emol., an 

Age. | When appointed: Auman, ‘Am’ts theteot, 

« § House rent 

Ransom Cook May 7, 1844 [$1500 00 } and fuel. 

h Clext ga} June, 1945 | 80000] 
Joon ee Br , May, 1845 | 500 00 | Priv. pract. 

o “ 400 00 

ooo 800 00 
500 00 

Agent & keeper 

Chaplain t 

odgson Assistant Keeper 6 . 

joan Te Marchal | 33 | Jae, 1845 | 500 00 
Milote Baker* “ . i 290 00 

Harry 8, Hates w/e “ 500 00 
Russell W. Ransom : : * 500 00 

Danie) See July, 1846 | 500 00 
Ezra Hal 

Ys 

* Gince removed 

Taste XX.—Miscellancous Inquiries as to the state of the Prison. 

ee 

ells. 1 059 
\ f ry YOOMS. 252. 

Sane ° of them 4x8x8, containing 256 cubic feet. 

+ Dimension’ . In winter 60 to 62. Tn summer no ac- 

. Average temperature. ant kept. / 

vr wrong’ grated door, 14 feet fom 

ig dow Windows are 3 feet 5 inch. by 

How lighted. i 6 feet 8 inch. 

\ By cast-iron stoves burning wood, with 

- How warmed. \ ; ‘long sheet-iron pipe. 

How ventilated. ‘Vide separate report on this subject. 

” Cost of construction of prison. , Not yet t completed. 

Cost of each cell. Not yet completed. 

: many confined in one cell. Never more than oue 

it What books for prisoners. ! 4 very good library. lately bought. 

. | vil, only as the nature of their Tabor may 

2. What classification. t 5 cause it, 

13. Visitors to prisoners. ‘All who ask it. 

14, Clothing, how often changed. gnee a week 

15. Clothipg, any uniform dress. Yes. ; table. 

e. Three times a day, at a common 

16. How often fed, and wher 1—frnm mountain springs. No 
They wash each morning, and 

ve each meal. Fach prisouer has 

his towel and comb. 
No regulation. 

7. Supply of water, and how used. 

18. Bedding, how often changed. 
19. Convicts" mouey in Agent's lauds. 

—_— 

le 4b, At z 

MAINE STATE PRISON, 

A 

OF ALL THE REPORTS OF THE DIFFERENT STATE PRISONS N THE on oe encomernenernrvcnnineninecigil nc ae 
UNITE STAT COPIES OF WHICH HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE 

ASSOCTATTON. 

Tr was our intention to have presented in this connection a complete synopsis 

of all the prison reports that have ever been published in this country ; 

but the most diligent inquiry and indefitignble exertions which a sincere desire 
to promote this object hus been able to effect, have only plaecd at our disposal the 
following reports, from which we beleve we have extracted every important 
faet which can be necessary for the elucidation of the subject. 

vt synopsis of the reports of the Maine State Prison for 1848, 1844, 1845, 
1846 

The report of the warden of the Maine Penitentiary, for the year ending 
. 3 sents the whole number of’ prisoners o be 63, or an 

“aur, Which tis attributed to the f t “that many of 
, at the close of the last yeur, awziting their trials.” 

has beet uncommonly good, and but slight pun- 
vents infeted tom: n good order. Tho convicts are generally healthy 

0 than would expected, situated as they are in those badly-con- 
cells which they are compelled to oce upy. . 

e has been erected a new external prison building. apon the Aubur 
i ag of the old ceils, aud adjoining the house vecupied 

e and dimensions to contain 108 cells. The 
119 feet, 47 feet wide, and 25 feet high to the beams or 

1 granite. well Jaid in line mortar, the walls 
ick, well seenred hy breaking joints at every course, 

and breadthwise. ‘This building contains thirteen large glas. 
sin the wulls, of 9 by 

be the purpose of properly ventil ating and fighting the cells, which are to be 
upon the Auburt plan within this builling, made of spiit granite well 
dtog iid in cement, with doors made of iron” gratings, to 

$ h. and pve cells abreast in each story. The space he- 
eon the « outer wall and the s, will be eleven feet wide and twenty-five feet 
hy and when completed, firmly plastered, so that placing four stoves in the 

area, be eat exch corner of the cells, with funnel passing over or near the 
Hoary, will warnt all the cells, while the light from the windows in the outer 
walls will be sufficient ta enable the conviets to read in their cells. This build- 
ing is entively a fire “proof building both inside and outside. 

“The whole amount expended on the new prison, including some alterations 
in the prison, occasioned by the erection of this building, is $5,439 93, of which 
stun you have in the general account... ~~. ---- -$3,692 26 

R4 days of convicts quarrying and fitting stone, etc. 
aid overseer to work and oversee convicts... 
‘for powder and tools, etc., for same... 

by convicts to Jordan and others in labor. 
“for extra guard five and a half months 
ue 

$5,439 93  



  

128 MAINE STATE PRISON. 

It is the opinion of the undersigned, that the whole cost. of this building, when 
completed, including the cells and other fixtures connected therewith, will not 
vary much from $12,000. 

The State has appropriated $2,000, and if an appropriation of $5,000 should 
be made early this winter, making in all $7,000, [ am fally of opinion it will 

complete the new prison on the Auburn plan. 
It is believed the financial affairs of the prison stand as well as at the close of 

any former year. Although much attention has been given to the new prison, 
yet. all the departments have been carried on without much inconvenience, not 

withstanding the small number of convicts in each of them. The State hae 
paid for the prison, for officers’ salaries, (including $1,042 75 due on the fourth 
quarter of Jast year, 1842,) and appropriated during the last year, $7,238 25. 
The prison, to meet that charge, piid for new prison $5,439 93. Paid in debts 
$626 93, and has on hand demands due over last year of $531 74, and also paid 
out $166 for wharfage on lime rock that is now in suit, together with some 

i ich could not properly be made to appear in the tables. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
BENJAMIN CARR, Warden. 

From the report of the Inspectors we leurn the following facts :— 

Srruavion Asp EMPLOYMENT o¥ Convicrs.—The conviets are required to be 
constantly at work, during the day, (except while taking their dinner,) under the 
immediate inspection and care of an overseer, at such work as they can perform 
to the most advantage. The operations of the prison are carried on by depart- 
nents, as the Shoemaking, Wheelwright, Blacksmithing, etc. ; by thus having 
several departments or shops, it gives an opportunity for such as have a trade 

to be usefally employed as soon as received into the prison. 
To insure obedience to the rules of the prison, and to instruct novitiates, an 

overseer is allotted to each department, by whose constant assistance and in- 
struction, a convict wholly unacquainted with the business of the department is 

1» enabled to employ his time with advantage to the State, and profit to him- 
self, as he is acquiring a knowledge of a trade that may yield him an honest 
support after leaving the prison, that may enable him to abandon the haunts 
of vice and misery, and become useful and respected. It is also the duty of the 
overseer to keep a correct account of all work done in his department, which 
account the clerk carries at least every week into the general account of the 
prison. By adopting this plan, it is very easily ascertained whether a depart- 

ment is a source of profit or loss. 
Foon or Coxvicrs.—-The food of the convicts is simple and wholesome, and 

served to them in sufficient quantities. The morning and evening meals con- 
sist invariably of corn meal pudding and molasses, or corn and rye meal bread, 
instead of pudding, if desired by the prisoner. 

For dinner, the prisoners are furnished with salt beef, pork and beans, dry 
and corned fish, with a sufficient quantity of bread and potatoes, and frequently 
during the fall, fresh meat soups are served up for them,—all the provision of 
the convicts is in good order, and of good quality. 

There has been sold from the subsistence department, during the last season, 

several barrels of beef, for family use, out of the same lot and precisely of the 
same quality that is used by the prisoners. 
Ciorsine.—The clothing of the convicts consists of coarse satinet pantaloons 

and jackets, with woolen shirts in winter, and cotton ones in summer; they 

are furnished with woolen stockings, aud thick shoes for those who work in the 

shops, and thick boots and mittens for those who work in the yard. Their 
clothes are frequently washed and always kept in good repair. 

The following facts in regard to the former lodgings of the prisoner's is im- 

portant as a matter of record, as its influence upon health must be great, and as 
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a change to better lodging has since been it is i c g made, it is i i 
future statistics of the prison. ‘nporant to relation tothe 

Lopeine.—lt is anythi i ; GING. thing but pleasant to be obliged to record ituati I NG 1 g the 
‘he uuntor Hette conviet, while confined during the night in such cells as are now 

use at the prison. hey are cold, wet, poort i ; ; | »: tilated, and 
as to render it alinost impossible to ke he ifficie ? » render theaa eep them sufficiently cl 
healthy ; as there is no i ot be wren em 

Ny way of warming them, they cannot b i the winter without endangeri u t vpnviet, by oxvecnee teas 
u 1 ; gering the health of the convict, by exposur i tional moisture until they become dry, from the cold and frost ti with oh they are surrounded. ye with which 

Discrptixe.—-The discipline in this prison is perhaps i 
on 4 a gter fa the €o ntry. The punishments are almost univpesclly eke meres. ie fubee ned eos apasments for the past year shows them to be fewer in nu R or gree than in most any former y: Ce punishment seems to be almost obsolete; it has not b infletod erat 

punishmant ms te ] flicted for several yeurs past in this prison. The mode of ‘ptnishment alo ti ‘i ote 
1s solitary confinement in a cell for a few days, which i vieaye header ned 
Is solitary cont for a fe ays, w hich is always found sufficient fo subdi sae most stubborn. Experience has fully shown that the old 

form the ¢ minal, but veal Cone ay enough i Pahoa wri never re- 
% : inal, 7 a seep liv. ighti ii 
1 Be right spirit now seems to prevail upon this subject The erie ees 
reated as a reisouing being, and he sees that justice » i 
even iv punishments, and that the officer wider whose ‘care he is ol ced governed by the lows of kindness and humanity. ° 18 Placed, is 

Formaries or Carminats.—This result should never be i 
yo me we palculited to produce it should be Jeft untried. The tae hae and by When a prison was regarded as a place of torture, and the keeper and” hi 
i nts were required to be morose, cruel, and tyrannical, in orden t incr 2 
thie punishmeut: of the criminal, and to render his abode more terribl] repulsive 
In order to reform the criminal, it has been found that kindness from ‘his off cers, npathy, and good wholesome food during health, with careful treatm nt in sickness, with the privilege of religions instruction upon the Sabbath, da st é 
ply of moral and religious books during the solitary confinement of his « I wall 
call into action the finer and more noble feelings of his nature while the f ror 
course of tyranny and oppression had the direct tendency to stifle and bury the 
better qualities under the dark and blighting cover of revenge. - *y the 
f A powerful means of refurming vicious persons when confined in prison, is to 
urnish them with books of a character to engage their attention, convey i ‘ 

tion, and at the same time inculcate moral and religious sentiments. “In tho 
solitude of the cell the mind needs relief from the burden of self, and th inward 
work of seif-examination should be softened and guided b the aid f howard 
excellent. works which can be furnished at so trifling expense ontne many 
fibre ation to the Bible, with which every prisoner is furnished, the prison 
qt = ye tains quite a number of books well calculated to benefit the convict. a Qf ved that convicts frequently leave the prison with a full determination 
‘ emp oy themselves in some honest and honorable business, and if possible, 
again to merit and enjoy the confidence of the community—but how are they 
fn 4 ly met by those to whom they apply for work or assistance, often stating 

° esily and frankly that they have been inmates of a prison? It is generally 
ther ends unfeeling repulse, which at once chills for ever the better feelings of 
that at are, and rouses within them a spirit of revenge. It is undoubtedly true 
they en sa rse of treatment towards discharged convicts is one great reason why 
mete often recommitted, having been once confined in prison, as it is ve ee able, even in our country, that the convict is occasionally almost driven to ries of We of crime for want of any means to furnish himself with the necessa- 

3t  
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Parpons.— When an individual is about to commit a premeditated offence, 
and studies his chances of escape from detection and from punishment, if de- 
tected he undoubtedly takes the probability of being able to procure a pardon 
into consideration, and assuredly he is justified in so doing, while it appears by 
the records of the prison, that more than sixteen per cent. of all who have been 
committed have been discharged by pardon. 

‘While the convict flatters himself with the pleasing hope of being the subject 
of executive clemency, his mind can hardly be brought to think seriously of his 
situation and his crimes ; his attention is constantly abstracted from the work at 
which he is employed, thus very much retarding him in acquiring a knowledge 
of a trade which might be useful to him when liberated ; his mind is ever rest- 
less, and he is constant in his importunities with his friends for assistance to ob- 
tain his liberty, and this he does not on the score of merit, but almost as a mat- 
ter of right, because others no more worthy than himself have been pardoned. 

It is believed, that to give a convict a claim for pardon, there should be very 
stroug mitigating circumstances in his favor. He may have been convicted on 
false testimony—his health may be so much impaired that there can be no hope 

of his recovery—or perhaps having been sentenced for a long time, his conduct 
may have been so universally good and exemplary that a short portion of his 
sentence might not be required to be served out. 

Pecuniary Strrvarioy.—By reference to the annexed statement of resources 
and liabilities for the last year, it will be seen that we placed as a liability the 
amount that we find charged on the prison books to building and repairs ; while 
as a resource we have placed the same building, the value of which is estimated, 
by the amount charged to it, the amount charged te other departments, but ac- 
tually expended for the building, and the amount of convicts’ labor upon the 
same. 

The labor of the convicts has been estimated at the same rate that they would 
have earned in the different departments, while many of them have performed 
as much labor upon the building as would have been performed by men, whose 
wages would have amounted to double the sum allowed them, if the State had 
been obliged to employ other persons for this purpose. 

In the statement of present resources, we have shown an excess of resources 
amounting to $17,684 34; but this cannot all be considered as available, as much 
of the stock consists of furniture and tools; nor is it probable that the whole 
amount due from individuals will be collected, although we are satisfied 
that the warden, in eflecting sales from the prison, has been very careful to 
have the payment for the same well secured. 

Having settled the warden’s account, we find that he has received— 
From the State treasurer during the year 7,238 25 
From sales of manufactures during the year. 2,770 46 

10,008 71 

-- 11,754 33 
-- $1,745 62 

His credit for same time is 
Making balance in his favor... 

The above balance is included in the amount due to individuals on account, in 

the statement of Jiabilities, and makes more than one half of the whole amount 
jae. 

JOHN MERRILL, 
GEORGE A. STARR, } Inspectors of Maine State Prison. 
BENJ. F. BUXTON, 

Marne State Prison, January 13, 1844, 
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frou the Chuplain’s report we extract the following + Durin; : igi bee 
nach Seba est years two religious exercises have been hel Chere eee rvice at eight o'clock, A.M., the oth 

This arrangem i 
his a gement, as to time, ap 

comlort of thee nes | 2H > appears necessary to pro cee ol dao cclein purely human beings, of flesh und bicod tea pnd 
a es during a long wi ni 

 iktone 

nee cold ells | S 4 long winter night of betweer i a comfort oe esos fully embrace the hour that gives them oreen oi cixteon 
tare we wi mt oon. Without this exercise and warmth, the arene polntment of the Hop sarily pervert the wise design of our Create inthe oe. £ Phe IY Sabbath, by regarding its approach @ curse athe han fortable cells capnen fee tion. therefore, of the new building, contatai ean 
the coving, nc pro fal to be a subject of pleasing contem lati not sake by . y all who possess the kind feelings of hamanity. nor only by 

id in the Chapel 
er at half-past 

38. 

: Perjury... 
Burglary . 2 Malicious mischief. 
Adultery : qunslaughter 
Passi : Murde. 

Murde 

Larceny 
Arson. 

: AGES WHEN C rp 
From 10 te 20 Fears... Counrrrsn. 
“20 to 20 06” “om 46 to 50 years 

30 to 40 6 50 to Go" 

i 
“ 
“ 

‘“ 

Sraremenr i ‘ ENT of Commitments for the last eleven years, with the numb ti against Property and Persons. ember of Crimes 
36 committed cri i Mme—against pro; x mn it gainst p perty 33 and persons 3 
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Report of the State Prison for Friday, December 29, 1843. 
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Present on duty... . 
Absent on duty   

Se
 

Laborers in the Quarry 
“ n the Smith-shop 

Shoomakers . 

Shoebinders .. . 
OKS «2. - 

1 
0 | Visitors. 

A report like the above is made every day by the deputy warden, examined 
by the warden, and recorded by the clerk. 

Stary MENT of the time spent by the Convicts in different situations during the 
last year.   Days. 

5,974 | By Lumpers 
--41,334; “ Barbers 
--2,355 | “ Quarrymen . 

« Sickness 
489 | Tn cells on account of storms and 

- 616' holidays 
- 300 In solitary, for punishment. 

462 : Labor on new prison. . 
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Extract from the Report of the Inspectors for 1845. 

By reference to the tables it will appear that the present liabilities of the 
prison are fess than they were the last year, by the sum of $532 34, while the 
amount due to the prison on notes and accounts, exceeds the amount of last year 
by the sum of $1,024 81, and the present amount of stock exceeds that of last 
year by the sum of $400 33. . 

It may be proper to state that the actual expense of the new prison is less by 
about $309 than appears by the tables, as an engine-honse has been erected, 
and a cistern constructed of granite and cement of sufficient capacity to contain 
about one hundred hogsheads of water. In addition to this, two pieces of wall 
have been made, and the whole expense charged to the building and repairs 
department. 

As the Warden has given a minute description of the new prison in his re- 
port, the Inspectors will not so into the details of its construction. 

In their almost daily inspection as the work progressed, they have had an 
opportunity of seeing the character of the work and materials, and have no hesi- 
tation in expressing their opinion that it has been done ina faithful, permanent, 
and workmanlike manner, and fully to their satisfaction; and while expressing 
this opinion of the character of the building, they are gratified in being able to 
communicate the fact, that the whole expense hag fallen below the estimate 
made by the Warden and Inspectors before commencing the work. 

It must be as cheering te the philanthropist to hear, as it is to the Inspectors 
to announce the fact, that Maine has now a prison that is not a disgrace to her 
—one thet is second to none in the country for convenience, comfurt, and secu- 
rity. The cells are neat, easily warmed, ventilated, and inspected ; and while 
perfectly secure, the doors are so constructed as to adinit a sufficient degree of 
Hight. 
*Since the removal of the convicts into the new cells their behavior has been 

good; they now dread solitary confinement, as it is inflicted by removing from 
the new cells and placing them in old ones, which they soon find by the con- 
trast to be a‘ terror to evil doers.” And it requires but a very short confine~ 
ment in these dark, damp dungeons, to bring even the most refractory to good 
behavior. 

JOHN MERRILL, 
GEO. A. STARR, 
BENS. Fk. BUXTON, 

Chaplain’s Report for 1845. 

As to my duties, and the religions order observed in the prison, no material 
alteration has taken place since my last report. 
We have had two religious services on the Sabbath, one commencing at eight 

o'clock A.M., the other at three P.M. The Sabbath-school is in connection 
with the afternoon service, and has consisted of four classes—two Bible classes, 
the other two are instructed from the spelling-book. Of those who form the 
classes, most of them appear much interested. 

It is well Known that such was the damp state of the cells in the old prises, 
that books were soon injured, and in many cases rendered unfit for use, hence 
no addition has heen made to the library for some years. As this state of things 
ho Jonger exists, if appears to me necessary, and I would respectfully recom- 
mend that some addition be made to the prison library. 

I take great pleasure in being able to say that the new prison cannot fail to 
meet the wishes and desires of a humane and feeling community, who have 
long regarded the old vells as inflicting that species cf barbarity on the unfortu- 
nate that should never exist among a civilized people. _ 'Lius spacious building 
reflects honor on our State, and much credit is due to those who have had the 

Znspectors of Maine State Prison. 
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bianagement of its construction. Those who have friend: 
n x . s her ail who have not visited the prison, may rest assured that itis over: a ight, warmth, neatness, and comfort, that a prison possibly could be. veneg Ie 

_ JOB WASHBURN, 
Chaplain of the Maine State Prison. 

Svaremeyr or Convicts. 
Number of Convicts in prison 

Dec. 31, 1843 
Received since... 

‘Whole number of Convicts re- 
ceived since July 5, 1844 

44 | Discharged on expiration of 

Discharged on expiration of ardoned . . Pacey? wees | Escaped and not retaken ardoned emaining number 

Remaining number, Dec, 31, °44, 7 

Crimes. 

5 | Passing counterfeit mone 
46 | Perjury ¥ 

- 3 | Murder, sentence commuted 1 
- 5 | Murder, awaiting sentence of death 1 

-- 3 | Cheating 
1 

Total 

Aexs or Coxvicrs wen Commirren. 
From 16 to 20 years il | From 50 to GO years 

* 20 t0 30 + as 35 “60 to 70 
30to40 «+ ---21 
40 to 50 * 

During life 
Por 15 years .._. 

12" «& 0 | 
7 

6 - 1 

5 | 
4 

Report of the State Prison for December 31, 1844. 
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CoxvictTs. 

i 3 ‘Washers Laborers in the Quarry 5 oo 
i Smith-shops_ Attending sick .- “ in the Smith-shops Attending 

Lumpers . - 
Sick in the Hospital 

Aggregate 

A report like the above is made every day by the Deputy Warden, examined 

and certified by the Warden, and recorded by the Clerk. 

‘ ine § i Dec. Extract from Warden’s Annual Report of the Maine State Prison, Dec 
Bist, 1844. 

In examining the records, I sce there is an Inevease of twelve convicts Goring 

See thet tie rhs ine eae the awe wore revised about that time, and since that time it has increased, as E ‘ j i ay time, ne 
ar y sent here for a less term than one year. — 

art change Taae otters hen pisoners come into the prison with suitable 

sentences they can be put Io a trade, so that when they are liberated they are 
ake honest living by it. 3t is almost universally the cas 1 t é 

oe ee ee the prison they wish to be put fonts de, and their wishes 

i i rovide: ir sentence will warra . : 

FO need eevee cumpleted agreeably to the intentions of the Legis- 

% ini sis, built of split granite. The building is three stories 

ee e containing 108 cells story, twee abreast, with a longitudinal wall of bricks 

forming the backs of the cells. Each cell has a ventilator carried u b separ ae oly 

through the wall, and which empties itself into a granite dreass w He 1 passes 

the whole length of the building. On this trough are v ced re cet . cys 

which carry off all the bad air from the cells. The ce’ is are 7 eet Jong 7 feet 
high, and 4 feet wide in the clear. Each cell contains an von eds ms me 
frame of which is made of one inch vound iron, and filled with nuerew hoop iron. 
When the convict is not in bed. this is turned up aud fastened, so that nearly 

room is had te walk th. . | 

nee calls as before stated, are made of. split granite. 1 foot thick, dowelled 
together with iron bolts, and clamps of iron drilled into the front one, and also 
into the partition stones. Over th doors 38 placed awalk of split granite, oie 

wide and 6 inches thick, 1 foot of which is laid in the wall of the cells. he 
wall of the cells being laid upon this walk holds it from canting. ‘The same is 
done to both stories. At the edze of these walks is placed large round irons 
posts 10 feet apart, into + are drilled and a screw cut so that eye 
bolts are screwed in which receive the railing, made of inch round iron run- 
ning the whole length of 90 feet of cells. The cell dcor is made ot an jron 
frame, the back part near the hook or hinge is 11-2 inches square, the ror 
and two ends ave 1 1-2 by 5-8 inch, and in the centre are two cross bars a 
11-2 by 5-8 inch. These middle cross bars are drilled with inch holes, throagh 

which pass seven bars of inch round iron and also pass throngh both end bars, 
with the holes on the outer side counter-sunk and riveted firmly. Two large 
bars for hinges at equal distance from the cross bars bolted to the large bar, and 
also to each bar as it passes across the door, and are riveted to the front bar. 

A plate of iron 6 inches wide is bolted to the cross bars, to which is affixed = 
large Jock which locks the door in the centre. Over the doors passes a. large 
bar of iron in a horizontal direction, which moves on rollers. This bar at a sin- 
glo move of 4 inches Jocks all the doors of one division of eighteen cells ; there- 
fore each door is locked twice, and the convicts made pertectiv secure. These 

doors are so open as to adinit plenty of ight and heat. 
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The area between the outer prison and cells is 11 feet wide and 25 feet high, 
well lighted by large windows. The windows move on pulleys and weights, so that each morning the prison is aired by dropping the windows, which drives 
the bad air up the flues of the cells and Jeaves the prison pure and clear. The 
whole inside of the outer prison is plastered with three coats of lime mortar, 
and all the cells, both inside and outside, are well whitewashed. The floor in 
the area is also made of split granite, and whitewashed. The windows have green blinds on the inside for the protection of the night watch. The doors, 
railing, ete., are painted black, all which make a very good appearance. The 
cells are warmed by four box stoves placed in the area. 

The new prison, as completed, has cost $13,177 44. This includes some $300 paid out for building an engine-house and two sections of wall about 60 
feet in Jength in each, adjoining the prison on each side, forming a part of the 
prison yard fenee. This wall is built 3 feet thick, laid in Hme mortar with the 
joints cemented. If the entire prison yard should be built of this kind of fence, 
it undoubtedly would be to the interest of the State. 

One more improvement I would suggest for the consideration of the Legisla- ture. There are now lett twenty-two of the old cells. These are adjoining the guard-room. If about six of these cells on the western end should be taken, und the granite split up and built into a small house upon the top of the next 
eight cells, it would make a beautiful hospital, divided into about four rooms 
tor the sick, besides a small room for the nurse. It would be on the second story where the fresh air would circulate. Then there would be left eight cells for punishment cells between the hospital and guard-room, a sufficient 
number for that purpose. The present hospital is as inconvenient as the old 
cells, being located on the ground floor and adjoining the old cells. 
We are now nearly out of debt, stand $1,957 48 better than at the close of 

last year, and it is confidently believed that the prison, for the year to come, will not ask for an appropriation for anything, salaries of officers included. We 
now have as good a prison as is in the Union, and one that will not cause the 
the officers to blush for shame while they are conducting visitors thr 

There has been received from the treasury of State during the last year, 
$8,692 50 in al! for the two appropriations and officers’ salaries. The prison has due in demands, over and above outstanding demands, $6,190 40. The 
prison has more than paid its expenses by $1,900, after allowing the amount paid out for new prison or building and repairs, which is considered as property of the State. 

BENJAMIN CARR, Warden. 

Crimes. 

Arson, . . 5 | Passing counterfeit money, . 
Larceny, . . 46 | Perjury, . : : . 
Burglary, . - 3 | Murder, sentence commuted, .. 
Adultery, . . 5 | Murder, awaiting sentence of death, 
Forgery, . : 3 | Cheating, . . . . » 1 
Assault to kill, . 1 
Assault to ravish, i Total, 75  
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Annual Report of Benjamin Carr, the Warden of the State Prison of the 

State of Maine, 30th Sept., 1846. 

The last annual report was made to the Legislature, 31st of December, 1844. 
By reference to that report, it will be seen there was then in confinement 75 
prisoners, and a decrease since that time of fifteen in number, or twenty per 
cent. We should be glad to believe that crime had also decreased in the same 

roportion. It must be a happy reflection, when we are informed that our 
State, numbering 500,000 inhabitants, has in our State prison no more than 60 

pr isoners. Other States, we are sorry to say, are not so fortunate. Some of 
them have in their State prisons, some three and four, and even as high as 
fifteen hundred prisoners, besides a large number in houses of correction. 

‘The condition of our prison, as it regards health and comfort, never was bet- 
ter. Our former anticipations in this matter are fully realized. Now all of 
the convicts have good warm and dry beds to sleep in. The new prison has 
heen in operation about eighteen months, and the comfort which the prisoners 
must have enjoyed during the two cold winters, is worth all the expense of 
erecting it. 

The finances of the prison a are ina good condition, as much so as could rea- 
sonably be expected, when we take into account that it is sixteen months since 
uy last report, which includes two winters. In the winter our expenses are 
much more than in the warmer part of the year. In looking at the general 
account, a large item of expense will be seen in the article of wood. Before 
the erection of the new prison our expenses in winter were more than in sum- 
mer, and since that time have been increased, as we consume a larger quantity 
of wood in the new prison, fires being kept during the night to warm the pris- 
oners. The price of wood for the last year has been much higher than for 
many years. There is another cause for enhancing our expenses, which is the 
scarcity and high price of potatoes, as well as that of corn, etc. 

In my last report, I then ventured to predict that the prison would not need 
an appropriation for anything, including officers’ salaries; but the reasons just 
given, I trust, will be sufficient to show that we have needed and received the 

salary of officers. 
The prison now owes $8,395 00, and has due $11,089 78, leaving a balance 

in favor of prison, of 33,694 78. Some portion of this sum will not be collected, 
as in all such demands a portion will be worthless. A large portion of the 
prison liabilities are due to individuals trading with the prison, which are ar- 
ranged for and all its debts are paid at maturity. We have in stock and tools on 
hand, at this time, $17,437 89, which is an increase from last year of $4,215 59. 
The prison has paid all its expenses during the last sixteen months, and 
31,822 80 toward officers’ salaries. 

The question is now asked, as it has been before, if the prison pays its way, 
why call for the salary of officers? The answer is, the surplus of $3,694 78, 
added to $17,437 89 in stock, and the new prison of $13,177 44, you have the 

sum of $34,310 11, and about $9,000, occasioned by fire, etc., in 1841; in this 
you have $43,310 11. The State has paid in appropriations and to subordi- 
nate officers at the prison, since 26th of April, 1839, the sum of $41,014 59. The 
stock on hand, on the 26th of April, 1839, was $9,554 28, to be added, which 
is $50,568 87; from this deduct $43,310 11, and you have $7,258 78, total loss 
or expense more than income, in seven years and four days, since the present 
incumbent took charge and has been in charge since, except one year. 

There are some $2,000 00 more to be deducted from the $7,258 76, that the 
prison has in property on hand, such as new lime-kiln sheds, and other repairs 
of real estate about. the prison, and making over the entire fence about the yard, 
etc., ete. Then the whole expense will be $5,253 7 

BENJAMIN CARR, Warden. 
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Convicts. 

i 
f commitments 

ts, December Whole number o 

are arh somes . . . 75 since july 2, 1824, : : 881 

_ ince, : : 99 | Discharged on expiration of 
Received since, . _29 | Discharged on 6s 

104 | Pardoned, . . . 134 

i irati = Died, . . . . 2 
Discharged on expiration of sen Fick ed,and not retaken, 6 

Pardoned , ‘ : | Present number, April 30, 

i ey 2 | leg. + 

Diet alo — 881 

Remain’g numb’r, April 30, 1346, 60 | 

CriaMEs. 

. : . 1) Murder, sentence commuted, . 

Raper with intent to kill, - 1 | Murder, awaiting sentence of death, 

Larceny. . : | Murder, in the second degree, - 
La +o : . " 

Arson, : . . . | Forgery, 
1 
| 
| 
\ 

| 

- * abitat . 

Burglary, - . . Lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 

Adultery so _ + . 
Passing counterfeit money, 

Report of the Inspectors. 

victs is sixty, bei decrease of fifteen since the 
resent number of convicts is sixty, being a decrea 2 a 

last anoul report. This is a very small number, taking into consideration the 

lation of the State. 
; a, 

porto almost universal inquiry in regard to the prison has been concerning 
ts 

fary situation ; seldom have any questions been asker 

pecuniary situation spline of its i * nor has it been considered of much 
the health and discipline of its inmates; 70r | i ’ red of met 

z ty a conviet, while serving his term of puns . 

ed fo thot freqmenty , Ith ‘+ he may have been of but little 

obtained for himself a good trade, and although ¥ boon oF oat to 

i State, is enabled, after being discharged, 
or no pecuniary advantage to the State, is_ atte tint ea ct idle. 

FOU! loyment; thus keeping him from his tormer 

Pre Or cipation, ‘ ing his r ri fier a short absence. 
issipe : turn to prison & : 

ness and dissipation, and preventing his re rison eyo prast sixtoct 

ears from the records of punishment, that during a 

menthe the whole time spent by the convicts in solitary confivemen for pre 

i d and twenty-six days, equal to t 
ishment, amounts to two hundre y al 46 te 

i 3 is i ly punishment that has been in! > 
days to each prisover ; and this is the only p n see econ 

i i 1 hipping, which was inflicted ups 
th the exception of a single case of whipping, 4 ° 

viet after having spent at different times, in solitary confinement days. “ich 

4 i ild and humane treatm 
Experience shows very plainly that mild iment wo 

i i i iti the vicious, and encouraging those w 
toward improving the disposition of » and en i " 

i i : th harshness and cruelty 
ious for reformation ; while prisoners are treated wi A n 

by their officers, without receiving from them one encouraging word or fool 

feeling themselves as the subjects of revenge, and onteasts from soe WE h ne 

ting with a kind friend after serving 

Pro ees but that a salutary and permanent 
nt, there is but little reason to expect tnat t and 

aerorenation of character will be the result, but me fair Pew is that ane 

i i i i revenge, 
{ll improve the first opportunity to gratify the teenng a 

their confinement has been suppressed, but not subdued, and thei reed, 3 

i i lothed, fed, 
i may be daily expected. But let the prisoners be wel 

Todzed 5 Tet proper ettention be paid to cleanliness, and Overy mea . 

y i i ituati received in . 
rve their health; place them in a situation, when t “ 

fearn a trade; let them be kindly instructed and encouraged by their overseers, 
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and be made to feel, if possible, that by applying themselves to such trade they 
may still make useful members of society, when discharged; let them be well 
supplied with useful books to occupy the time while in their cells, with suitable 
moral and religious instruction; and in many cases a thorough and permanent 
reformation in their character will be the result; and although the immediate 
result may not be so much to the State in dollars and cents, yet crime will 
diminish, the number of prisoners be reduced, jails relieved, and the criminal 
dockets in the courts of justice very much lessened. 

The Inspectors are satisfied from a careful examination at their frequent 
visits, that since the prisoners have occupied the new building, where they can 
enjoy the privilege of sleeping in clean, dry and warm beds, and have good light 
evabling them to read the Bible and other useful books, with which the cells are 
supplied, that thes have been more obedient and willing to perform their work 
to the satisfaction of thei overseers, than they were after having spent the 
night in the cold and wet ceils or pit-holes ef the old prison; and consequently 
but little pnuishment has been required. 

{f individuaus would pay their Habilities to the prison, with anything like rea- 
sonable proiptness, there would be no need of calling upon the treasury even 
fur afficers’ sularies. The Inspectors are confident that under the prudent 
management of the present Warden, the prison could meet every demand from 
Hs own resources, were it not for the time, trouble, and expense, that is too 
frequently spent in collecting debts ; but still it will not do to abandon the barter 
trade, as the sales for cash ulone would be exceeding small. 

it appears from the present situation of the prison, that its income has paid its 
expenses and $2,522 40 towards the officers’ salaries, which amounts to 
35,783 83 for the last sixteen months. There has been received from the 
treasury the sum of $5,681 for the payment of salaries, (except the Warden’s;) 
but $1,235 of this amount was for the quarter endmg December 31, 1844; the 
amount of salaries for the quarter ending in March, 1846, has not been received. 
In addition to the above sum paid toward officers’ salaries, should be added the 
amount paid for conducting the suit in Massachusetts; then taking into consid- 
eration the increased expense for fuel for two winters, while the profits of the 
summer cannot be shown, the pecuniary situation will be good. 

From the Chaplain’s Report. 

Our Sabbath-school has been conducted as usual, in which nearly one half 
are brought under instruction. 

As many of them appear interested in reading, I would respectfully recom- 
mend an addition to the prison library. 

JOB WASHBURN, Chaplain. 

BALANCE IN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS. 

Balance in favor of Wheelwright department, $2,091 
Balance in favor of Shoemaking department, + 3,872 
Balance in favor of Blacksmiths’ department, 1,305 
Balance in favor of Lime Quarry department 976 
Balance in favor of Team department, 9 88 

$8,275 81 

Balance against Subsistence department, $2,980 28 
Balance against Fuel and Light department, 1,107 48 
Balance against Clothing department, 418 03 
Balance against Expense Account department, 1,010 13 

——-—— $5,515 92 

Balance in favor of Income department, $2,759 89  
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Receipts AND EXPENDITURES NOT ABOVE STATED. 
Received from visitors, . : . - . $144 49 

“ convicts admitted, . . 6 45 
“ building and repairs, 35 22 $186 16 

Expended for convicts discharged, - $439 04 
“ building and repairs, - 684 6 $1,193 65 

Balance, . . : . . . . . $937 41 

Sravement or Stock anv Toots. 

1844. 
Dec. 31. Amount of stock and tools as per stock book, $13,222 30 

1846. . , . 
April 30. Amount of stock in Wheelwright Depart’nt, $5,370 84 

“ “ Shoemaking, “ 4,781 91 
Blacksmiths’, vere 88 

Lime Quarr. 
jane @ % “ "465 00 
Subsistence, “ 1,275 39 
Fuel and Lights, 111 34 
Clothing, “s 1282 se 

t Expense account, : 17.437 89 

Balance in favor of this year, $4,215 59 

Sraremrentr or Nores anp Accounts. 
1844, an 

Dec. 31. Amount due from individuals on notes and ac- 
counts, moe . . . . 

Amount due to individuals on notes and ac- 
counts, ’ . . 

$9,308 58 

. . . 3,118 18 

Balance in favor of prison, - . $6,190 40 

pri indivi $1,070 02 April 30. Amount due from individuals on potes, beats o6 
Amount due from individuals on books, ; 812,080 78 

Amount due to individuals on notes, . 4 
Amount due to individuals on books, $8,395 00 

Balance in favor of prison, - . . $3,694 78 

Sratement or Convicts. 
icts i i icts re- ber of convicts in prison Dec. Whole number of convic' 

Num 1844, . P . . 75 | ceived since July 2, 1824, 881 

Received since, . : 29 

Discharged on expiration of 
sentence, . . . 

Pardoned, . . . 
Died, : . . . 
Escaped and not retaken, - 
Remaining number, « . 

Remaining number,   

EAL. pr, 
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CRiMEs. 

Adultery, - . 4 | Murder, second degree, . . i 
Assault to kill, . 1 | Murder, sentence commuted, . 1 

Arson, . . 4| Murder, awaiting sentence of death, J 
Burglary, . . . 5 | Passing counterfeit money, 

Forgery, « . . : 3 | Rape, : . . . 
Larceny, . . . : . 

Lewd and lascivious cohabitation, i Total, 

Aces or Convicts wuen CommitTeb. 
From 10 to 20 years, . . + 11! From 50 to 60 years, . 

“« 20to30 « . + 2%i & G60to 70° « 
« g0t040 *@ 2  . 42! 
* A40to 50 *% : . . 8; Total, 

Term or Sentence. 
During life, . - 7 |For 3 years, 

For 15 years, . . »- Tp“ @ « . . 
“72 . we Te 6 months, 

“ “ 1 . . . 
Sentenced to be hanged, . 

1G 
7 

6 . 
5 . . . . 
4 ‘ . . . . 

Numer or Days occuriep By Coxvicts IN DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS, FROM 
DecemBER 31, 1544, To APRIL 30, 

In Quarry, . : : 3,207 | Washers, . 
In Smith's shop, . . 1,673 | Waiters, 
In Shoe shop, . : - 13,200: Lumpers, . 

In Wheelwright’s shop, —- 2,964 | Hospital, . . . . 
Tailors, . : : 1,412 | In solitary confinement for pun- 
Cooks, : . . . 872 | ishment, . 

_ 
T
e
e
 
e
w
e
 

Total, . . . . 

We have omitted the tables in each report in which convicts’ names are re- 
corded, and would suggest whether the constant exposure of their names in the 
yearly reports does not throw an additional impediment in the way of their 
reformation, without producing any good result. The following letter, directed 
to the secretary of the Prison Discipline Committee, affords additional inter- 
esting matter. 

Currx’s Orrick, Marve Strate Prison, Tuomaston, August 5th, 1846. 
Dear Sre: Yours of the 20th ult. was received, and also the “ second report of the 

Prison Association.” Ihave examined the report, and have not noticed any material error in relation to our prison. Some of the blanks I have filled as follows :— 
No. of prisoners. Deaths. Pardons. No.of prisoners. Deaths. Pardons. 

73 Q 3 In 1841 42 0 & 
68 0 10 |“ 1842 57 0 6 
68 3 6 : 

I forward you the warden and inspector’s reports for 1843, 1844, and 1845, to April 30th, 1846. “I regret that I am not able to procure the reports of former years. 
Number of recommitments in 1846 was 6 | Number of recommitments in 1838 was 8 

“ “ in 1841 « “ “ in 1838 “ 5 
“ “ in 1840 “ 7 “ “ in 1836 “ 7 
“ “ in 1839 “ 8 

Namber of recommitments from 1842 to 1846, see reports. 
Any other information in my power will be cheerfully given. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
BENJA. CARR, Warden. 

Per A. PERKINS, Clerk  
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Synopsis of the Reports of the New Hampshire State Prison for 

the years ending June, 1845 and 1846. 

1845.—Warpen’s Rerort. 

i i t of the receipts and 
transmit to your honorable body the following accoun 

disburaomonts, ihe statistics and condition of the prison, from Jane ee 

May 31, 1845, inclusive, together with the reports of the chaplain and physician. 

CasuH Account. 

  

  

Cash on hand, June 1, 1844, - - : . $329 37 

* yeceived the current year, . . . . 5 81 55.073 98 

« disbursements for the year, . . : . $7,998 86 

« on hand, May 31, 1845, - . . . . $0,073 98 

IxcomE AnD DISBURSEMENTS. 

Income from Smith shop, - - . . . . $1,968 64 

oe oe . Cabinet, : . . : : 1.999 45 

co « Shae, . . . . . . . 2,22. 

“ « Steam-engine, : . . : . a0 33 

* « Visitors, : . . . . : as a 

“  -yeceived for manure, - . . . 90 46,519 78 

DisBurSEMENTS. 

Paid for clothing ana pedding, - : : : . oe Ba 

«6 provisions, - . . . . . . . 

ese ealaries, fuel, oil, etc., - . : . . zeae a 

ra epee improvementy tt 34.81 $6,460 61 
. . : . 

SraTEMENT OF Convicts. 

Number of convicts, May 31, 1844, - . . . . . 89 

* received since, . . . . . . . . i4 103 

Sentence expired and discharged, - . - : . . u 

Pardoned, . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

ied, - » : - . . : - . . . 

Cre carried up to supreme court and judgment reversed, - : at 

In confinement, May 31, 1845, .- . . . . . . 1 as 

EMPLOYMENT. 
° 

Cabinet shop, - . . . 23 | Steam-engine, - . . : ° 

Smith shop, . ‘ - : 24|\Holl, f . . : i 

Shoe shop, - . . . 25 | Old and infirm, . . - - ot 

Cooks, - . ’ . . 2 
a 

‘Washing and mending, . . 2 

Taumpery « , Daily expense of prisoners, 21°85. 

Natives oF ° 

hi : : . 52| New York, - . . . 

aie aie roel : : : 7 | Pennsylvania, - . . . i 

Maine, .- . . . . 5 io, : . - : i 

Vermont, : . - . 4 | Connecticut, . . . i 

Canada, - . . . . 2 
a 

Europe, - . . . . 6 
New Brunswick, - . . 
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Crimes. 
Stealing, . . : . 27 | Murder, sentence commuted, 1 

“ horses, . . . ' in second degree, . 4 
s sheep, . : . 24 we attempt to. . . 3 

Perjury, swbornation of i | Manslaughter, . . . . 1 
Forgery, - . . : 4 | Passing counterfeit bills, - . 5 
House and store breaking, : 6 | we “ coin, . . 2 
Burglary, . . . 2, Counterfeiting, . : . . 1 
Rape, : . : . 3) Larceny, - . . . 2 

“attempt at . * . 4; — 

Arson and burning, - . 6) 81 

SENTENCES. 

For life, . . . 11 | For G years, . . . . 4 
“15 years, . . . . 1 wR . . > 14 
“ . . . 1 wa . - . 5 
“12 . . : . 1 eB FH » . . . i38 

“10 . . . By we Qe . . . . 7 
st 9 ec . . . 1 be ve oe . . . . 1 

os 3g : . : : 4 - — 
“7 : . : . & 81 

AGES WHEN ComMrrren. 

From 10 fo 20 years, . . 14 | From 60 to 70 years, . . 3 
“« 20to 30 « . : 33 “« 79tosd0 “« ,. . . 1 
* 30to40 * + . 17 — 
“40 te 500 . 9 BL 
* 56to Gd « . . 4 

ComMitvans THIS YEAR. 

From Rockingham county, . 3 | From Sullivan county, . . 1 
* Stafford “ . 3 “Grafton “6 . . 3 

“ favroll “ i “ Coes “ : . 1 
«  Hiilshorougk = . z — 
* Cheshire o . 1} 14 

The operations of the prison the past year, it will be seen, have resulted as 
favorably as could reasonably have been expected. The prices of provisions 
and other articles of consumption at the prison have ranged low. A slight ad- 
vance on soine of the leading articles might have caused the dishursements to 
exceed the income. It is, however, to be leped that more favorable contracts 
inuy be obtamed for the labor of the convicts the ensuing year. The order, 
industry, and good feeling existing among the convicts has been, to me, highly 
gratitying, and [am more than ever convinced, that they can appreciate kind- 
ness, aud of its happy influence upon their minds and conduct. There doubt- 
less are cases that require decision and severity 3 but these, I think, will be less 
frequent under a mild than a rigid discipline. The gelden rule, ** Whatsoever 
ye would that men shonid do unto you, do ye even so unto them,” is as valuable 
in as out of the prison. The nearer J have kept rayself and others to this rule, 
the more successful have I been in the government of the prison. All require- 
ments of the officer should be reasonable and proper to secure a ready and 
willing obedience. 

“My endeavors have been, that the government of the convicts should be free 
from insolent domineering and overbearing harshness; that the deportment of 
all the officers should be gentle and kind, and that all proper and prompt obedi- 
ence should be yielded by the convicts; and happy am I to find the concurrence 
of all the officers with me in the opinion, that this is not only proper, but prac- 
licable ; not only for the good of the convicts, but for the best interests of the 

33 

3       
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jnstitution ; and their ready co-operation has been to me & source of much grate 

fication. 
In Massachusetts, provision js made by Jaw for the removal of insane convicts 

to the State Lunatic Bospital. Cases of insanity exist here; and J cannot 

think you will shrink from any humane and merciful provision that, under the 

circumstances, may be proper. SAMUEL G. BERRY, Ward y . Bi 2Y, arden. 

Extract from the Chaplain’s Report. 

Pwo religions exercises have been maintained on the Sabbath. The atten- 

tion of the convicts has uniformly been interesting and solemn. 

The remaining portion of the day has been devoted to visiting at the cells, dis- 

tributing books, papers, and tracts, and imparting such moral and religious in- 

struction as time and occasion have seemed to justify, and occasional opportuni- 

ties on the week day have also been improved for the same purpose. 

In these personal interviews, I have encouraged each man to lay aside all 

embarrassing restraints, and open his feelings to me as his friend. 

These visits have, ja most instances, been very welcome to the prisoner. OF 

all other places in time of health, the solitude of the cell is calculated to wake 

up the mind to reflection, and call forth the strong sensibilities of the soul; and 

there it is that kind counsel and Christian instruction may often be given, when 

the niind is in a favorable condition to receive it, and to be profited thereby. 

In the two cases which proved fatal, the individuals were men of reflecting 

minds. One retained his reason until the close of life, and was exercised with 

a deep concern for his spiritual welfare; and both expressed an earnest desire 

to enjoy some tokens of the mercy of God 

, Several of the less informed, who are capable of it, have been taught to read ; 

several also have been taught to write, and a few bave made some proficiency in 

common arithmetic. 

The prison library; which had been commenced during the preceding year, 

has been considerably augmented, principally by the liberal donations of be- 

nevolent individuals in the towns of Concord and Portsmouth. 

Fach convict has been furnished with a weekly temperance paper, and during 

the last six months several religious papers have been circulated and read with 

interest and profit. 

Some attention is now being paid to the improvement of our singing. In- 

struction in that branch is given by one of the convicts, under the superintend- 

ence of the chaplain, which we hope will add increased interest to our devotional 

exercises. 

Those who have left, with some few exceptions, have embraced the princi- 

ples of total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks ; and as their taste for strong 

drinks has been corrected by the simple course of diet used in the prison, and 

their minds have become informed on the subject by a constant course of read- 

ing, something, it is hoped, has been done to secure them from an immediate 

eourse of intemperance and crime. 

Tam happy to state my belief, that the humane course of treatment, together 

with the moral influence exerted, and the moral and religious iustruction im- 

parted, have been attended with great good in relation to many. One fact is 

here worthy of notice- OF forty-eight, the whole number who have been lib- 

erated within two years past, not oNF has been yecommitted to this or any other 

prison, and a large proportion of this number are known to be steadily engaged, 

either as farmers or mechanics, in obtaining an honest livelihood. 

Tt may not be possible to ascertain all the causes which lead to the commis- 

sion of crime ; but some considerations are So prominent in the history of those 

committed to our penitentiary, that they cannot be mistaken. Some of these 

causes may be remedied, others can never be. 

Many of these men were almost or entirely destitute of early moral and relt- 
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zlous instruction. Some few v i were the offspring of gious ins om 2 1 pring of parents, ove o1 i 
¥ eee rofessedly religions 5 but in most of these instances there povdenenten 

gros nee ject of parental instruction and discipline. © Is evidence of 
a ser 4 ¥ 1 . eiple here a scrupulous regard of right and wrong is early inculeated, the pri 

ciple necomes 3 fixec on 2 an Operates as a powerful pratection to the mid ig 

ee Tam *y, o oat convicts were the subjects of such early m Y im 

Soccral, fan re exceedingly iGoficient iv a knowledge of Bible inotrectians 
vera ould not read; a still greater t 

write; and but few are found ; sani cteed neeo who possess an i ion. Many * 3 enlight 
isp have peer permitted to grow up without restraints ened education. Many 

vill readily be admitted that the ity i , coe ren 1 / e propensity in some men t jet 
course o crime is. much stronger then in others; that there are 2 pare 
common natura per er sores and recklessness of mind, cannot be doubted: but 
vo anes cases of mere , much might have been effected by early cultur ; nd 
Pee ets men @ young man who now shares the fate of a felon's 

n tra r other ci $ i c respetbl towsling in society, circumstances, might have occupied a 

ome few cases exist, wher i tura dens ; » where crime seems to be the result 
te foot of the mind, approximating so far towards idiocy as to nee diff i 

ie aotermine whe er the person is morally accountable for his conduct oot 
eecione and pee cases, something more might have been done to rest nin the 

spions and’ ain je mind a correct bias, by proper parental influence. tain the 
h , then, is irresistible, that the onviet i . noaa’ 1 esis * e convict is an unfortuni -bei 

pee vee our pity aud our friendly commiseration. Though uitty aed Bilees 1 
rose ma hes a ° eels and the effect of human sympathy and ‘Christian ki m 
pess may be to touel some chord of the soul which has refused to vibrate to 

's ds, Y exercise some int mt parstier s 7 : ne remaining portion i 
vnldhood, falloced bya formant under the withering iptluence oF aelocted 

Idho y a cours i x ini Ptive cantions e of crime and the rough administration of retri- 

JOHN ATWOOD, Chaplain. 

1845.—Puysician’s Report. 

Since my report of last year, os 1 year, two deaths have occurred at 

Stef Th Hay eee was emo Se s, following a severe a 
3 ver, after about two month's confinement in the hospital. “Tho second, ea 
tem me ie fate 17, 1845, of pulmonary consumption. ran 

aut Tike the as official year, has been an unusually sickly one. In th 
Sieh ok ty phe al out one in every five of the whole number of convicts 8 

wore very venus ovens making in all about seventeen cases, some of which 
were very sever “hn I ere has, indeed, been an unusual amount of fever in th 
own of Concord, du ring the years 1843, ‘44, but nothing like the proportion th ‘ 

Besides the laree aumher of fe f : ; : fever cases of the 
ple te together wit pmount of bowel, catarrhal, hewnerie gad d mare nee ma 

‘ith a few cases of erysipelas, and some cases in mere. 
E. CARTER, M. D. 

1846.—Wanrpen’s Report. 

The warde: i condition rden 1 of the State Prison respectfully submits the following statement of th 
sateen and me gement, receipts and profits, expenses and disburseme! ts, of that i 

The n, since the period of the last annual report. mae tia 
2 number of convicts remaining 1 ri 

number received into prison siuce May 31, fed5is 301 mo ie ite was 81; whole , .  
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i6.—Dy expiration of Moy 31, 1846. By 

wing the year ending 
ation o 

Discharge anes on ae nce, 225 by cog ainnent to Insane Hospital, ry 

sentence, 1’ remls: 

Sent To 
May 31, 1846, 74 Total, 1 - 

Waele ae Ts 
gh ee ny ae males and 2 females; 0 are whites and 5 

OF those now 
72 a « males 

colored persons. prison at any, one time daring the lost your 28 

last year, ¢ u 

Nest number of convicts in prison at any one time during the y ; 

smatles z 

we 

oe 
i +—-Under 15 years, 1; be 

daring 7 ose 
of their commitment 

3 ib 

Ages of ino mor eee oo {0 aud 30, 3 30 and 40, 14; 40 and 50, 33 50 and 60, 
§ 

(ee arceny, 38; horse stealing: 85 ; imurder, 4; rape, 
sow. 

2 kill, 
burg} 4; co atone bills. 35 attempt wk as ue s brai 

3: breakin id entering house, etc., in night time, 25 zane mina . 

2 breaking 10 ot mauslaughter, 15 assault with intent to com as ea 

Y jterfeit i" lei > Att pt at rape. 

ete say erfelt¢ doin, 1; counterleiting coi, an ae ont te compat rape, I: otal, 74. 

mma 1: abusing female child, with tent ’ on as 

tween 15 avd years. 

mation of perjury, 
oor | yee 

3) 

voor tf 2 entenices of es eee a at for 9, ‘ for 10. 45 tor 12,13 for 14. 

for 4, 6; tor op GF 2 Ae foe 

90, 1; for life, 10: total, 7 ; cee Tammshire, 41: 

‘ for ed a eecries of ahich those in prison are ne tie ese : wee ms ae ee 

wach 
72N ark, 23 aule a, 5 

Maine, 7; Vermont, ¥ 
si nd 5 

Ma: ise of Man, Ys France, 1; Upper Canada, 1; New Bruns ; 

gia > ; ¢] 17; Hills- 
74. i: ison were committed,—Rac! vkingham, 

j phiel se now in prison we ¢ we Aevrimack, 53 

Counties fr om, whic fles wormed. 8; Cheshire, 53 Salliven, 52 Mer 
boroug) h, . lit : total, 74. 15; 

Coos, 3; Belknap, 13 Caeroll. sksmiths, 21; Hatters, Cabinetmakers, i 

Employment of those in in " seamstresses, 23 5 ole au a "wal rE 

shoemakers, 10; cooks, 25 ao each T; engineer, 1; fireman, 1: otal, 

5 r barber washer oe rson, L; burglary. 

Eee of ae Imprisoned J for life. —¥or murder, 4: rape, 43 arse ,; giary 
trimes 0, 

: 
eretofore been 

(third term) Ts torah the 74 convicts now in the prison ry ates ch oretar justia: 

ecomme © 0 } are kuown te be gre 

tion, while 7 over saiy one is a third comer, 
inmates of this instita’ > ‘tted to this prison, ¢ cnly : 

° OF those recomm! YE $6 convicts discharged 
tions in other States. vierm of service. OF 86 € i 

their second ter : ; and only 

the other six being eats, but a single individual has been recoinmt ite ee 

within the last own oe believed, te to the prisen of any other State ar . 
one, so far a3 13 ‘ 7" 

ischarged, ardoned, deceased. and escaped, 

Number of Conviee i ee Ge taint of hd ine! titntion, in 1312 

ne oe ° Par- Died. In Commit- Dis: a zeny Died. ES a 
- _& 2 Dis 

Yeu. wat oman orga. doncd. a. prison, “ted ean. don 

1 1 
12 1 
a2 sy 
23 
48 
59 
69 
62 
61 
65 
57 
66 
62 
66 
59 
48 

“ 

d and 

ey aor 

the continued ant 
be again able to report the 

os ee sed, prospe oof th raion Prison a during the past year, pec miary, 85 

even saicte: 
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eid oa the ner An all of the pr ya 

E46, pt. 2, 
HAMPSHIRE > TE PRISON, 

Tuere have becu un atte rupts at escrpe, no Pr ance of 
of the regulations of the instintions, G eat good feeliug, 

nnept to order, a ¥, have preva ailed 
Vith occasions $ nost uninter- 
continned improved healih of the | conv . £ attribute mainly to 

ulated and move lar . 
yeur lias ouly t cont: rel aimy convictions of 

: of u mild, though firm and 
cts, not mer ely as 

ded. ud vicions it may be, but still men—uot utterly 
scapable of iuiprovement fond reformation, bat pus- 

jons of the race: i 
and hearts 1 fecl and appreciate, and osi- 

2 jast and kind treatment. Certain I am—if the 
tie: can be spekea of with cer that three- 

shits. of all the conv. rome under niy coutrol, are 
erned aud contemled, bat far more nih thoroughly 

Sand hunanity, than they could be by any sys stem of severity, or 
iutliction af panishmeut. 1 sincere convictions 5 

sty na t 

fouriha, if 
not only tore + 
selorined by kindi 

aud T have. therefore, 

v divest the government of the prisoners 
$8, OF crnelty te teach them, 

80 in whose charge they are 
y or wantonly the hardships of 

condition, or “to render them move unhappy than “confiuement to hard Jabor and 
ions np L misconduct may m: ike them. jo this eflort. T have tr nd the coun- 

stunce of the officer 
overseers of the several shop 

eonsing dabors and vi 
exhil hiding nlore falls 

* past year. as 
" aolence, arbir 

Rane 
Senile, aud chert 

4 plain. to whose ac ccompanying 
idition oF site convicts, 

he result of our labors 
comfort, and happiness; and Iam 

x were hetter disposed, more dil never was a time when the couvict 
sen they gave mare certain indications p! and obediont, than now, oy wi 

eu condnet, Men uPording anepportt 
mnatlating something with w witch to au 

3 oF the eae, ‘the services of the convic! 
y left 10 their cimployers to carry this principle into practice. 

h , and wpen snch prisoners, & as they thought ninst proper, or 
most conducive to their own inte vests, Tr one ot the shops from what } deemed an 

judicions disposition af the rewards, lmost exclusively to a 
.apparent disreg: os 

" ose services were loxa profitable. it 
vestigated the facts, and in January last directed the system to be alto- 

bandoued in that shop. In the other departiments of the + it has been 
sd move or less generally tll the preseut time, end with very  eneouraging 

enue4us exertions 

isfaction ensued. 

wt the convicts have been iudnstriously and almest continuously employed during 
ar. Wil conclusively appear from the subjoined statements of ‘the financial opera- 

he prison. Notwithstanding a very cousiderable advance in the prices of pro- 
nd some other articles ' of necessary consumption, ov cr those of last year, 

wil be seen Vthat the aggregate surplus of the earnings of the prisoners, after paying 
vi fs 

The cutize x of the new prison has been slated. A new fence has been construct- 
ard. A new steam-boiler. with the necessary ap- 

tei iron chinmey, have been procured. The whole ex- 
ud improvements was $1,568 22. Towards this sum, I 

ied from the State Treasurer, $1,291 03. The Dalance, $277 14, T have 
gs of the institution for the past year. 

n noticed in the statement of the numb 
sou, “that, two females are included. 

an elevated and 

ser of convicts now Toumaining 
I have Leen considerably embarrasse 

ng of these prisoners, from the want of suitable apartments for their accom-  
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150 NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PRISON. 

P c vice of the Directors, prepared rf want of better, I have, under the advice o 7 
modati Ror the want of be in the attic of the prison house, where they are jnost 
of the tn e em loyed in sewing, They eat in the house, and are not in fact com ined 

at all within the walls of the prison itself It rs te be hoped, thal this class of of enders 
i i Nd increase, L would suggest whe it mig t 

rey ea eke Monae ecient for their suitable accommodation within the prison ex] 

Ca 5 i h received during the year, — hand May 31, 1845, $81 10; cas! luring 
7. salts total, 7 500 os ‘Cash disbursements for the year, $7,442 26; cash on hand, 3 : , 7,962 23, : 

E 97: total, 7,962 23. . sara an. . 
Me aeeipts and Exponiiturese Received from saith shop, $2.07 4 o25 cabinet ‘shopy 

ye 1,051 33; hat shop, 1 297 74; steam-eng ue, 2 3 BQ 5 1 

oe 103" gee of manure, 20 00; ‘from debt of E. Townsend, 359 89; cash 
2 ay 5 : total, $6,905 18. y 31, 1845, 81 10: total, $6,905 1 a ; : on ne diieree Paid for clothing and bedding, Soi9 38; prov isons, ete. 2/489 63 5 

aries, fi il, ete., 2,650 30; repairs aud improvements, 362 44; est, 
expenses, salaries, ioe ‘mor close of last year, 168 88; due from Fish ; f stock now more than at close o: year, é ft i 

2a Mipenel conured by bond, 70 Ii; cash on hand, being excess of receipts over : 
i 97: total, $5,905 15. . - _— . . 

CoE a by Directors.—Paid for steam-boiler, apparatns, and fr wight $778 oo; 
i i 5 ; building new fence ou north wall, 19 225 2 

paring root of new prem Pe aes 29, Cash received from State T peasorer, in 
fos fee bregoing, $1,291 08; cash taken from the funds of prison, 277 14: total, 

1,568 22. 

  

SAMUEL G. BERRY, Warden, N. H. P. 

  
1846.—Puysician’s Report. 

1 y 0, The present year has been characterized by a very general state of health bimons 2 
1 roni s, have mainly cons icts. Ids, casualties, and chronic cases, have mai nst > t 

ot ‘ckness during the year. We have had but little fever, or severe aonte Gisease of 
a * i d, conse nently have not often had occasion to open the hospita' , or e re cep- 
tion oft stients 4 Ordinarily, a short confinement to the cell, with a moderate quantity a . arily. a nit e] a 

f medseine and a regulated diet, has been snflicient to effect a cure: anffevine, Watson 
° On the 26th September, after a severe and somewhat protracted sui erin sv at on 
Cla died of a tenor, which was of malignant character, and consequently of ja 

er onat ‘an Nelson, an old man of broken constitution and infer health: oie oped 
; ri p affected with dropsy of the abdomen, and was ts ; to the prison, became affected wi 5 b n, and y a 

bat he erates again accumulating rapidly, he was pardoned by ee rectors on accou: 
r a ’ iw ine days after leaving the prison. . of sickness. I understand he lived but uine days Te CAREER, Physicion. 

1846.—Cuaruain’s Report. van 
religi @ the convicts have heen regularly asa moral and religious teacher among ct sularly 

ae eee the year. Religions worship in the chapel has been regularly main. 
tained on the Sabbath. Probably but few assemblies can be fornd whieh are more 
attentive to the exhibition of divine truth, or manifest a greater satislaction in a ig 

igi ‘ices. ; . velivions enb- 
reel the Sabbath has been devoted to personal conversation on, religions sab 
jects a portion to the cultivation of sacred music, and a portion to the distribu 

7 soe 

, books, and religious tracts, ; . of 
Peach convict has been supplied with a weckly temperance paper; and as many of 
them can trace their misfortunes to the use of the intoxicating cup, it is 2 

i ded a profitable course of reading. ; hic 
of te ere library has been increased. to rising of four hundred volumes, from which 

i vho Wishes it, receives a book once in two weeks. — ; 
ar oe attention has been given to the less informed in learning them to read and 

write. All Seho are capable of being taught are able to read comfortably well seve al 
have attended to writing, and a few have pursued the study of common arithm 

: ‘ined 1 > from are those who have left have embraced the principles of total abstinence 
intoxicating drinks. 

  

  

E46, pt. 

it affords uo small 
who have left within 

2, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PRISON. 

15) 

' 
degree of satisfaction to state, that of eighty-six, the whole number three years, only two have been re-comuitted to this or any other prison. A few ave known to have made a public profession of religion; and a large proportion are settled in life, and Pi 

It should be kept in re. 
the human brotherhood 3 
and a soul that will outliv: 
reach of human effort and the grace of Go, 

The fact that nearly 
their confinement to m 
elfort should be made to draw them off fr them to the walks of virtuous life. 

The following 

Dear Sirn:—tI regr 
trom giving earlier att 

wax prison is upon 
cell serving tor both 
wide, and 6 1-2 feet 
of the prison to each ¢ 

    

through the cell doors, which are grated 
divisions, 3 tiers of eel 

le, 

   
   

  

  an 

  

1€ can be sentenced 
at all, would be accider 
masturbation is probably the most rolilic, PB '¥ p 
on, from 1828 to 1846, 

the rest of 
think about as many ha 

  

others in confirmed phthisis have been pardonec 1844 and 45, we had an unusual amount of sick 
1 attribute it, to a considerable 
administration of Mr. Coolidge 
and cry was raised that 
satisfy myself in regard 
the daily rations of one convict. He di 
good salted beef, bread of rye and Indian meal, 

term of his admiuisiration,) the men were remarkably health Years, cectainly, not a case of fever, and but Hittl i m particular, [ had no occasion to o 
7 

letter from the physician of the New us some new and highly interesting 
government of that prison :— 

e classed as jusane, and two idiotic, 
nd ¢wo removed from prison to the I cently vested by the Legislature in the g 8 of the prison,) to teanster such prisoners as are clear at the hospital at the expeuse of.the State. Under our lay 

of chronic disease of various kinds— 

ursuing a course of honest industry. imembrance that the convict is our fellow-man ; a member of possessing a mind that can reflect, and a heart that can feel, ¢ all time ; and though fallen and guilty, he is not beyond the 
all now incarcerated within our prison wails are to go forth from ingle with society at no very distant period, demands that every om a@ course of vice und crime, and restore 

JOHN ATWOOD, Chaplain. 

Hampshire State Prison, affords 
facts in regard to the management and general 

Coxcorp, N. H., October 19, 1846. 
ret that the pressure of professional business has prevented me ention to your favor, which was duly received. the solitary plan, so far as meats and lodging are concerned, one purposes, for one convict only. They are 7 feet long, 3 1-6 feet igh, ventilated by a flue 4 inches square, extending from the top cll, and also more or less from the windows of the outer prison, attop. The camer prison is composed of six Is ou each side, 120 in all, and 20 in each tier—separated on all - prison by a broad aisle for the guard and other 

sé or box stoves and long funnels 
i¢ in this prison for the last 16 years would probably e in the proportion ef about 3 insane to 1 idiotic. The pres- is 71, the luwest num er ior several years. Of these, one per- i Que or more insane was discharged not 

usane Hospital in this town, under au- 
overnor and council, (who are ex officio 

ly tusane, to be supported 
"8,0 person known to be in- 
an ocenrrence, if happening 

es which produce insanity after confinement: 
Daring the time [ had charge of the pris- 13 died. Three or four of these died of tever, and nearly all 
two of a malignant character. T should ve died in prison of disease of the lungs as of fever, and a few 
2 on account of sickness. During the years 

ness generally, and fever particularly ; 
extent, to an increase in the daily rations. Under the ge, the present warden’s immediate redecessor, the hue the discipline was too strict, and the rations insufficient. To to the latter charge, I requested the deputy-warden to weigh id so, and reported it at 11 pounds; consisting of 

otatoes, Indian mush, and molasses, 
Inder Mr. Coolidge, for three years, (the 

y- One or two of the 
le other sickness, occurred. One year, pen the hospital during the entire year; a short with some medicine and appropriate diet, being all that was 

  

tu the penitentiary—of course such 
ntal. Of the caus 

  

needed. The present warden, upor his induction, j adopted the slack discipline. During his first tw 
fever, aud other sickness 
these men will eat all that 
have no doubt many convicts would live longer, 
out. Many come to thi 
greatly deranged, the 

Piration of their sentence 

  

tion, increased materially the rations, and 
i is © years, we had nearly 40 cases of in proportion. I believed the men eat too much. Many of is set before them, even were it enaugh for three men.. I 

and enjoy better health zn prison than 
is prison with constitutions more or less impaired, and health T consequence of intemperate or irregular habits, and various Vicious indulgences, who, in ti , in time, become well men, and are so discharged at the ex- - About half who have died in prison were invalids on enter 
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i die of a sort jug, the other half apparently in good heath. Two, I recollect, seemed vo die off a sort 

t ih ne-sickness or mental dejection ; at least that appeared to be e pi tmary cause 

of sickness and death. And in one of these cases, even a post mortem Cxé 

i o adequate cause of death. . ; ; _ . 

discos den nays he cannot, without much time ard labor, and ev en the nm nut with 

ti ° accuracy make out the highest and lowest pamper in prison, ay ng ge sear 

since. ‘0 i 2 by taking the mean munber of eac 
i an a ate the average by taxing ich tw 

. You can approximate the averag ‘ mean numbe acl 

succe ee years, as given in the wardeu’s reports. That, for instance, would give wh 

as the average for 1846 As appears by his report for 1846, (in whie p he gives the 

‘ ber in pei ny ti ri p vear, average nM 
highest and lowest yumber in prison at any time daring the ear rine ave mage nn mber 

is 7 . reports, the highest aad lowest namber during the yeu § 
8. In former reports, the Ing est number durin as not been 

een I pe now, I believe, answered all your inquiries, “0 in a erosional 

re t ‘ on able to do it sooner. An unustal pressure rofess 
at L have not been able , sual wre ; at 

beeine et ust plead my excuse. Tf T ean aid you farther in the subject of your inves: 
usiness iy C3 id y 

igati vii} please command my services. 

Bgarions, you Mo ith great regard, vours, ete.. | 
° “ FB. CARTER, 

Synopsis of the Reporis of the Vermont State Prison, for the years 

, 1843, i844, 1845, 1846. ~ 

sport i 
Dre received 

6 i nt the ys expiration of sentence, 

daring ue sa wy ve 2 + diseha weed he the Governor, 8; takeu for new 
5 pardoned, 15 died, by arg yu ree Tanen i 

tal ty order of conrt, and veinrned on new sentence, 2: 1, 815 leaving in prison, 

vl, 1843, 65. a. oa a: 
Oethee present employment and condition are as follows :-—39 in the fon Shon eae 

the blacksmitl’s shop, T in the gnn shop, 7 e ‘ Skot ae aed 

cook room, 1 tailor, 1 painter, 1 cooper, 1 washer, ‘ us ry 

prison ¥v aiter, 1 hospital waiter, 2 Immpers, 31m cell 

and 1 in solitary confinement under tence of death te : 

The conduct of the enuvicts + puerally has been good ’ nen severe 

punishment unnecessary (9 € e obedience and esta pe Re 

of punishment, however. | been varied, according to the nae 

the disposition of the offender, as in my bramble jrdzment w oak Tae wt fect 

ation. In parsitauce of this object, T have Li a pe ulus to b 1 coe 

water, on the plan of the Auburn prison, which hus serie: a vers ; inlue pee 7a 

subduing the refractory, saving time and the loss of heal’ cab dy rme 

itary confinement. . 7 as 

Or he okt wooden bedsteads in the cells were found to contain paniaee : insects, which 

infect such places not uscully well cleansed, and notwithstanding the com nis sed 

‘means were resorted to 10 destroy them, in a few weeks att: es 1 bnineuse iu 

were again found, as to be swept ap by handsfull. In order, thereto: ; rlean 

sweep, L removed the wooden bedasteads, and. substituted others pen ia thelr Dee 

The convicts able to work, with few exceptions, have been in v ne ¢ ape pent of the 

State, manufacturing such articles only as could be done by tie cousies fens a 

and such as could find a veady market in exchange for the produce | at n comes in 

The tannery is of little or uo value in connection with the " x0 Me t suce reded a 

renting it the past year for fily dellars, but the lessee has aband oned t he ce upe ion or 

jt for the want of water; and could this evil be nemounted, I amo Pe vat 
could not be carried on by coavict labor successfully, situated as it is ont of f 

son: 
7 ‘ ney ay 

ee aang this report with the reports of the prison for soveral of the Inst preceding 

years, a greater pecumury loss will uppear to be sustained in the manag en dine 

prison this year; while the fact is otherwise. During the last five years preces ng 

my appointment, there has been, by appropriations of the State and mw ron a 

Treasury, the sum of twenty-five thousand nine hundred and ninety “one dotin Sand 

sixty-five cents, to defray the expenses of the prison in those yea the averse eg 
more than five thousand dollars per annum: still leaving a balance of the debt 

ng frecqmient and severe 
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contracted and yet unpaid, of more than three thousand dollars; and no part of said ap- 
propriations has been applied to the expenses of the present year. Some may suppose 
that the income of the present year is less, and the expenses more. than has been abso- 
lutely necessary ; yet Iam confident no reasonable foundation exists for such an opinion, 
and will appear so, on takiug iuto consideration the fact that many of the most effective and profitable convicts have been discharged during the year; several others were re- 
ceived incapable of earning their food and clothing. ‘The sickness already alluded to, 
taken in connection with the small number of laboring convicts, while the same num- 
ber of officers and more facl and lights were of necessity required, these and other 
Hike eanses heave unavoidably operated to reduce the income, and conseqnently leave 
the e sof the pris owt the same asin other years . 

CHIPMAN SWAIN, Sup’t V. S. Prison. 

Propertu.— Finished work, stock and tools in carriage shop, $3,260 75; ditto in gun 
shop, 1,275 37; ditto in shoe shop, 7,66 furniture, fire and steam-engines, and 
sundry articles of personal property under the head uf “Prison,” 1,711 00: clothing 
and bedding on hand, 582 42; fucl aud lights en hand, 846 49; provisions on hand, 

rds, ete.. for repai > OO; cash on hend, 22 44; notes receiva- 

total. 

rhe 

766 $0; balances due on book accounts and contrac 8,995 738: 
13. 

on book, 6,878 35: total, 

Eapenditures for the year ending Oct 1, 1843.—For provisions. $2,254 353 Clothing 
and bedding, 258 00; repairs, 16 07; fel and lights, 568 52; expense account, 
3.G63 ¢ Jotal, 86.760 39 

fneome for the year ending Oct. 1, 1843.—From carriage shop. $744 64; gun shop, 
62 87; shoe shop, 1.904 14; prison account, 201 71; admittance fees, 146 25; con- 
tract acconnt, 930 63; tannery account, 12 50: balance, being loss, 37 65: total, 

00 39. 

1843.—Cuapiarn’s Revorr. 

Since the first of December, 1842, when my duties as Chaplain of the State Prisou 
commenced, the usnal religions services, daily, and on the Sabbath, have been regularly 
minintained. 

The services on the Sabbath have v 
staat ‘A * 

ally heen those common in our churches, ex- 
cept that In most case 
er 

instead of a seman in the morniag. an expositery lecture has 
th:titeted, at the close of which isoners have been encouraged to make 
os relating io the chapter or passage under consideration. 

The prisoy have also been visited from cell to cell, in sickness and in health. as 
elrenmstiaices seemed to reqnive; and a considerable uumber of them have been under 
aregnlar course of instruction in reading. 

5 -es of the Sabbath may proceed in a becoming aud impressive manner, 
that a choir of prisoners sbould be able to sing in such a manner as at 
iurh religions feeling and serious attention. Measures were therefore 

ken at once, and have been regnlarly pursned, to instrnet and discipline a choir. Such 
of the prisoners as gave promise of deriving advantage from it have been pot under a 
regular course of instruction in the principles of voeal music, with suitable exercises. 
Tt has been an object to make the jnstraction thorough, and to enltivate snch habits of 
accarite thought aud correctness in execution as can hardly prevail in,regard to any 
employment without a salutary inflaence npon the general character. This important 
object, it was found, could be secured without interfereuce with the business or disci- 
pline of the prison. The members of the choir have been interested in the study ; and 
the result, as sven ja oar Sabbath services, is de dedly happy. 

The number of inmates in the prison is rapidly diminishing. Other causes may have 
inflacuce in producing this result, but it must be attributed mainly to the diminution 
ofcrime amuncus. While onr population is increasing, the number of convicts, instead 
of keeping pace with it. diminishes; showing a greater actual diminution than a mere 
comparison of the aunual State Prison returns would suggest. 

Another noti ole fact is, that of the whole number of prisoners, only about one-third 
ives of this State; and that the number of foreiguers—unatives of Canada, Eng- 

land, and ireland—is greater than that of those born among us. _ This fact shows that 
the number of convicts under our laws does not do the State justice as an index of the 
character of our population and the tendency of our institutions, The uumber of per  



i 
SE
 

N
c
 

154 VERMONT STATE PRISON. 

sons of foreign birth among us is comparatively very small ; and yet that small number 

farnishes one-third of the convicts. . . . ; . 

Facts warrant the belief, that but for intemperate drinking, one-third, at least, of the 

present inmates of the prison, might have been saved from the paths of crime and we 3 

and we are strongly admonished of the impolicy, to use no stronger term, of giving the 

sanction of our civil or judicial authorities, in any form or in the least degree, to a traffic 

i i dent spirits as a beverage. . 

lke that in a » ° F. C. TRACY, Chaplain. 

1843.—Puysician’s Report. 

The only death that has oceurred among the convicts within the past year, is 

Wheeler, an old man, who suffered for several months with chronic brone litis. eral of 

The whole amount of sickness has been mach greater this year than for severa o 

the preceding years. The hospital, which had been closed fon many months, was 

opened very early in the winter, and has remained so. nearly ali the time Since. mn ° 

have generally had from four to six patients all the time. In the y bar of he 

summer, more than half the convicts were under treatment for influenza, and nearly the 

whole force of the prison was engaged in taking care of the sick. - . * tame, with 

This most singular outbreak of sickness was nearly coincident, in polit of time, with 

a similar occurrence in the Ohio State Penitentiary. Although several of the cons jets 

were in a dangerons situation, yet none of them died. Some of them, however, have 

not yet recovered from the effects of the disease. Sega - 

Peter La Force and Irwin are both of them likely to remain liv alids. Peter is un- 

able to work at all, and is the subject of convulsions. Irwin, althongh in the shop, is 

coming more and more feeble, and will not be able to do mucli more labor. ; He 

would probably be much improved in health if he could he retnrned again toe be é or i. 

Peter, too, would be more likely to recover if released. He is hecoming c i € ish, and, 

upon the whole, would be better under at care of his natural frieuds than here. is 

ind is evidently becoming affected by clisease. . . . 

mien maar also te returned asa pevmanent invalid; he is loaded down, with disease 

Varicose ulcers of the leg, fistula in ano, aud chronic disease of the lungs, wi \ be his 

companions for life, aud in their deadly embrace he must seoner or later sink. e 

wishes much to go free, and doubtless is as deserving of execitive clemency as auy 

re. 

. 

eae pent of a good hospital has been felt this season very severely. The patients 

have been well taken care of as it now is, but we are compe ed in case of sie ess 

to draw off the most efficient hands in the prison to take care of the sick. Were the 

hospital within the walls of the new prison it would be otherwise, and would be carrie 

on with much less expense ED. E. PHELPS, M.D, Physician, Vt. 8. Prison. 

1944,—SurerINTENDENT’S Report. 

At the commencement of the year there were in the prison 65 convicts, and 30 

have been received during the year, making 95. Of these there have been discharge 

by expiration of sentence, 13; by Governor, 11; and by death, 1; making 28; leav- 

ing in confinement, September Ist, 1844, 67. 6: cut 

Their present employment is as follows :—In shoe shop—shoemakers, 36; ou ° 

ters, 2; curriers,2; in carriage shop—wood work, 8; blacksmith, 3: painter, i 

1; cooper, 1; basketnaker, 1; tailor, 1; in gun shop, 1; cook room, § 3 

washer, 1; yard waiter, 1; prison waiter, 1; lumpers, 23 female seamstress, 1; 1 in- 

valid, blind ; and I in solitary confinement under sentence of death: total 67. . 

‘The following tables wilt exhibit the age, color, number of convictions, nativity, year 

received in prison, crimes, terms of sentence and counties from which they were sent. 

Age when received in Prison Eon 15 to 20, 75; 20 to 30, 29; 30 to 40, 17; 40 to 

+ 50 to 60, 7: 70 to 80, 1: total 67. 

20 ander of Convictions.—For 1st sentence, 51; for 2nd, 9; for 3rd, 4; for 4th, 3: te 

67. 
Color. —White male, 63; white females, 1; black males, 3: total 67. . 43 

Years in which Received.—In 1837, 1; 1839, 2; 1840, 3; 1841, 8; 1842,15; 1843, 

14; 1844, 24: total 67. 
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Place of Nativity —-Vermont, 31; Massachusetts, 8; England, 4; New-York, 3; 
Canada, 7; Georgia, 1; New Hampshire, 4; Ireland, 4; Connecticut, 3; France, 1; 
South Carolina, 1: total 67. , 

Crimes.—Rape, 2; murder, 2; horse stealing, 5; assault to kill, 2; burglary, 8; ar- 
son, 2; manslaughter, 2; receiving stolen goods, 1; forgery, 6; theft, 13; couuterfeit- 
ing, 5; adultery, 3; stealing. 3; larceny, 8; obtaining goods by false pretences, 2; 
incest. 1; polygamy, 2: total 67. i / 

Number received from each County.—Windsor, 11; Caledonia, 4; Washington, 5; 
Chittenden, 3; Franklin, 6; Addison, 5; Rutland, 18; Bennington, 5; Orleans. 8; 
Lamoille, 2: total 67. 

Perms of Sentcnce.—¥or life, 1; under sentence of death, 1; for 15 years, 1; for 
10,2; for 7,4; for 6,4; for 5,8; for 4,12; for 3, 19; for 2,6; for 14,1; for1,7; 
for 6 months, 1: total 67. 

he excess of the expenditures over the income of the prison, or in other words, its 
net cost to the State, is not so large as it was last year by about nine hundred dollars. 
And this excess would have appeared still less, but for the lower appraisal of the steam- 
engine and some other articles that might be mentioned, and the smaller amount re- 
ceived from visitors. 

The balance of expenses this year over the income, is not half as large as its aver- 
age annual cost to the State from the first. And this gratifying result, it should be no- 
ticed, has been obtained with an average number of convicts less than that of any pre- 
vious year, while the expenses for fuel, lights, pay of officers, etc., are about the same 
that they would be were the prison full. 

The business of the carriage shop has been somewhat increased during the year; aud 
the Director's Report shows that its profits have been greater in proportion to the num- 
ber of men employed. than those of the other shops. But the business in that shop 
cannot be much extended. 

ln regard to the discipline of the prison, we have aimed to have it energetic and 
prompt, and yet to avoid every thing like cruelty. By endeavoring to secure conform- 
ity to the rules, by appeals to the reason and judgment rather than by force, punish- 
ments have been rendered very seldom necessary. 

Since the passage of the existing law in regard to punishment for murder, a new 
class of convicts has been added to those already in confinement in the State Prison: 
and the introduction of this new class causes embarrassments not heretofore existing. 
Solitary confinement for months and years requires a differently arranged establish- 
ment fron: what we now have. 

CHIPMAN SWAIN, Superintendent. 

Property.—Finished work, stock and tools in carriage shop. $3,776 29; ditto in 
shee shop. 7.913 57; ditto in gun shop, 1,062 12; clothing and bedding on hand, 675 39: 
fuel and lights on hand, 460 00; furniture, steam-engine, fire-engine, and personal 
property under the head of “ Prison,” 1,343 635 timber, boards, etc., for repairs, 27 00; 
inedicines and furnimre belonging to the medical department, 84 50: cash on hand, 
295 78. Bills Reecivable.—Notes receivable, 2.484 11; balance due on beok ac- 
count 9,205 96: total 11,690 07; grand total 27,328 35. Liabiléties—Notes payable, 
$12,971 91; sundry credits on book, 5,938 91: total $18,910 82. . 

Fxpenditures and Income for the Year ending Sept. 1, 1843. 

Expenditures.—For provisions, $1,658 44; clothing and bedding, 540 07; repairs, 
187 70; fuel and light, 699 03: prison department, 589 48; medical account, 38 89; 
expense account, 3,190,18: total 6,903,79. Income.—From carriage shop, $1,970,14 ; 
shoe shop, 2.802 66; admittance fees, 99 50: gun shop, 43 97; contract account, 
$120 34; balance—being less, 1,867 15: total $6,903 79. 

1844.—Prysician’s Report. 

The physician of this institution in reporting upon its medical affairs, would mention 
4s @ pre-eminent thing, the construction of a new hospital room; and one, which now 
meets the wants of the establishment. 

The want of a convenient and safe place to put the sick has long been felt; but we 
may now, I think, give them as good accommodations as is obtained in many hospitals 
disconnected with a penitentiary.  
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Within the last year a single death has ocenrred among the convicts and jhat one 

was Ball, uuder sentence of confinement tor life. * He died of influenza, ear x the 

winter. "About the same time a few cases of endemic erysipelas occurred, bu since 

that time we have had nothing bnt cominon enses of disease. There ave no inva 

i : notice f 2 at this time, - that need amy particular notice from ime a ED. E. PHELPS. M. D. 

1844,.—CuapLatn’s Report. 
243. 

My labors in the State Prison commenced the first of December, A. b. 1343. | pines 

that Time I have attended prayers with the convicts at the close of cach day, (with 

exceptions,) and performed the religious services, common in our ghee on the Sab 

bath. I have also visited them from time to time, at their cells and elsewhere, in s 

ess and in health, as occasion has reqmired. ee . 

" The afternoon of the day of our anual state fast was dev oted to conference on the 

subject of temperance. A somber epuke with much feeling ju regard to i en prese ‘ 

degradation as connected with intensperance, and T should think wwo-th ° ty * hole 

number of convicts gave their names to the pledge of total abstinen! mall bites 

cating drinks. / aa, , 

he place where we assemble for worship is not the most agree able. It has all the 

gloom and dread appearance of a prison, and for the purpose of confinement itis well. 

But when we meet to worship God, it is desirable that the plece where we assembie 

8 re cheerful aspect. . . 

should present a more ° THOMAS KIDDER, Chaplain. 

1845,.—SureninTENDENT’S REPORT. 

‘The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, September 1, 1844, 67 ; received 

jnto the prison during the year, 26+ total, 93. . che ee meeteett — 

Discharged from prison during the year ending August 1, 1945, by expiration of sen 

tence, 13; by remission of sentence, 12: total, 25. 
Remaining in prison, August 31, 18 . . . aittter Oe 

Counties Som awhick sené.—Windsor, 115 Rutlond, 133 Caleduni 4 Chittenden. 

13; Orleans, 10; Frauklin, 4; Addison, 63 Orange, Washington, 2; 2 rgton, 43 

Lamoille, 2: total, 68. . . oe te Mace . 
“Place of Netivil y.—Vermant. na5 M8 asettis. 5; New York. 4: New aml 

shire, 2; Ireland, By Canadas, 7; Connecticut, 4; France, 1; England, 3 Seotland, 1: 
total. 68. . ae ep 

Terms of Sentence.—For life, 15 under sentence of death, 1: for 10% ears, 3 fer o 
2; for 13,1: for7,3; for 6,3; for 5,8; for 3,21; for 4, 10; for 2,10: ior 14, 13 
for 1, 6: total, 68. ea ae ae. 

A re —From 16 to 20, 11; 21 to 30, 27; 30 to 40, 16; 40 to 50, 7: 50 to 60, 5; 60 es. % 2 11; 2 
to 70, 1; 70 to $0, 1: total, 68. - .. an. 
Crimes.—Theft, 14; horse stealing, 7; burglary, 10; forgery, 65 a son, 3: pols ga 

my,2; connterfeiting. 6; larceny, 83 assanit with Intent to kill, 34 rape, a maiied ees 
obtaining goods by false pretences, 2; impeding officer, L; receiving stolen goods, 1? 
total, 68. . . — 

Insane, 2; invalid, 1; old and infirm, 1; solitary confinement, 1: total, 5. 
Recommitments.—Second sentence, 10; third do., 35 fourth do., 3. . en. 25 
Employment.—Shoe department, 36: carriage department, mi tailor, 1; cooks, 2; 

1 ; 43 val 3 ger, 1: total, 63. washer, 1; lumpers, 2; prison waiter, 1; messenger, dt 63 ; ; 
The largest nambor of convicts in prison at any one time during the year past, was 

75, and the smallest number 64. The average number has been about the same as a’ 
resent—68. oo 

® The earnings of the prison the year past have been much larger than in either oe fhe 
last preceding years; and the expenses, also, have been larger on account of the hig er 
prices of provisions, especially corn and potatoes, which are always heavy items in pr 
vision account. — 

In the appraisal of the prison property, the valuation in the aggregate has been «on 
siderably reduced from that of the last appraisal. A comparison of the actus on ley 
for the support of the establishment for the last current year with the proceeds 0 
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same year, will show the difference between the two accounts to be some hundreds» 
of dollars less than in the year 1844, and in this respect the operations of the prison for 
the year now ended, have been much more gainful than in either of the two years that 
preceded it. 

Considering the disadvantages this prison labors under, of remoteness from market, 
tke expense of transportation, charges of commission on sales abroad, and the nar- 
row limits as to the kind of profituble employment the convicts can be put to; and 
cousidering also the great diminution in mtimber of the convicts from what it was in 
former y: while the expenses mnst continue substantially the same, except clothing 
and provisions—it will be fonnd, T believe, that this establishment is sustained more 
cheaply than the avernge of like iustitations in the United States. The superintendent 
failed to obtain a contract for making brogans at 10 cents per pa 

CHIPMAM SWAIN, Superintendent. 

1845.—Dinecronrs’ Rerorr. 
To the Auditor of Accounts :— 

Having recently made a ferther and fall examination of all the business of the prison, 
we are fully of the opinion, that a contract might be niade for the labor of the convicts 
for a number of years. which would he highly advantazeous to the Stato, and not b@ in- 
jurious to the goverument aud discipli { the prison. The Directors have recently 

ceived an application for terms of a contract for five years, in which encouragemeut 
given that the State should be judemmified iroz all expenses cf the convicts, but 
Jirectors have no authority by law to contract for more than three years. 

ABNER FIELD, 
JOUN PORTER, Directors. 
WILLIAM SANBORN, 

the 1 

Prope Finished work, stock in carriage shop, £4,402 16; im shoe shop, 13,971 46; 
in gnu shoo, 405 12; clothing and bedding ou hand, 633.63; fuel and light on hand, 
315 08; furniture, personal property under the head of “ Prison,’ 790 275 medicines, 
ete. belong al department. 152 43, 

Bilts receirable.—Notes veceivable, $3.599 68+ from which deduct notes not coliect- 
able, 1,612 24, doubtful, 242 943 1,744.50: balance due on book, 9,044 39; from 
which deduct accounts not collectable. 718 46, doubtful, 852 81; 7,473 12: to- 
tal. property and bills receivable, $29.9 7. 

i, —Notes payable, $20,216 74; sundry credits on book; 8,965 94: ta. 
y,082 68. 

1845.—Puysicran’s Reporr. 

The medical affairs of the prison present during the past year nothing new or worthy 
of general notice; some individnal cases. however, reqnire special consideration. T 
allude to those of Clifford, Lambert. and Frost. 
any. donbt that all these are insane.. 

If insane State convicts are within the pale of bumanity, some provision should be 
made for better treatment than can here be practiced, under our present arrangement. 
But if our lawgivers consider them jedicially excluded from any more humane usage, 
than constant confinement to the narrow limits of the celis of a prison ike ours, no far- 

su on the subject will be required. The effect of these lunatics upon the dis- 
cipline of the prison, requires no remark from the medical officer; but I have to say 
that the interrupted rest. and consequently the health, of the other convicts, calls loudly 
fur a removal of them, who seem to rest not day nor night. 

Perhaps it ought generally to be understood by our citizens, that confinement to labor 
is not all the punishment that is included in commitment to the penitentiary ; but that 
whether rest is obtained here by convicts must depend upon the coincident silence of 
several lunatics. 

In my own mind, there is little, if 

ED. E. PHELPS, M.D. 

1845.—Cnapiain’s Report. 
An impression has obtained to some extent among convicts that their character is 

lost, that there is little or vo hope of their rising again to respectability. To eradicate 
this impression, I haye pointed them to individuala, who, by their industry and correet  
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habits, have become respectable and worthy citizens. have also assured them that 
its, dation of such anticipations may be laid heres that there is a ; ton in 

et . wer be placed, where character is more highly appreciated, or her 

ee miade more available to their own personal benefit, than in their present situa 

it ci 

fon THOMAS KIDDER, Chaplain. 

_— 

1846.—SUPERINTENDENT’S Report. 

On the 1st Dec. last, when I entered upon the duties of my office. the business com- 

iti ison was as follows: 
o - 

dition Of he Pied ‘comected with shoe shop, $14,247 845 with carviage shop. goat 

Rl; with YN department, 1,391 553 with clothing, 312 83% with provision om 5 

ith fuel tind Heht, 103 30; with medical, 82 22. Leaving a pro ba ie ava ble sum 

Fro aunts receivable of 6,931 47. Amount of liabilities, Dec. 1, 5 3, 2 ri 

oduct 2 ts, 29,277 G2; showing an indebtedness of the institution, exclusive ne 
deduct anes amount of assets, of 4,854.95. The business affairs of the prison 2s ee 

ite by appraisal and inventory of Directors in Sept. 1, 1846, leave the institutio’ 

i i ser ass 992 52. 
Jusive of interest, over asscts, only $222, a ; 

deere fortunate result in the business of the shoe shop, is ina ueasnre accounted for 

by the loss on brogans sold in Boston, and ghe deficiency in leather, appraise ey es. 

i i erie: z t these losses occ ; x 
h was then in the tanneries. Had no fn 

He eof the year, over income, would have appeared about $850 less. das follows: 

Peon the Ist of Dec. I found 58 convicts coufined in the prison, emp oyed as ollows « 

‘J 34+ in catriage shop, 10; cooks, 2; washer, |; prison we 12; bell 

meee peers hatters, 23 Sr pbers, 2 ; in kitchen, 1; in cells partially deranged, 23 
41s ars, 23 | 

i i ement, 1. . oy ; . 

in ality ot hore ja no one confined in the hospital ; and f think it may be truly said 

that the health of the prisoners for the last pine months has been unusually good. 

H 

  

[RAM HARLOW, Superi tendent. 

i 7 «ots in confinement Dec. 1, 1845, and Sept. 1. 
¢ showing the number of convicts 1m con! 

; 
Blo the umber received during the nine months endmg Sept. 1, 1846, {he Counts 

from whence they were sent, the number discharged by expiration of sentence | nd bY 

Governor, and how employed: In confinement, Dec. 1, 1845, 58; since receive 1, 237 

total, 81.. Discharged by expiration of sentence, 9; by Governor, 4: total 13. 
, 81. 

gi i ent, Sept. 1, 1846, 68. . = et . . . 
mE ties from “hich ‘sent.— Windsor, 3; Washington, 25 Franklin, © 3 Addison, 8: 

Chittenden, 1; Bennington, 3; Windham, 2; Caledonia, 2; Orleans, 2. uw 

ived since Dec. 1, 1845, 23. ._ a. cate 

oe Employment.—Tn carriage shop—wood work, 19; ton work, 3 j _ painting 2 to 

tal 24. In shoe shop—shoe manufacturers, 32; currier, 1; tatlor, Ji ora : Bell 

waiter, 1; prison waiter, 1; washer, 1; woodcutter, 1; cooks, 2; jobber, li g 

dener, 15 kitchen, 1: in solitary, 1: total, 10. 

1846.—Drrectors’ Report. 

i iminuti ge te of the assets of 
that while there has been a diminution of the aggrega 

the puron during the three months ending anys 18s * of #460 71, there bas been ae 

i f liabilities amounting to the sum © 4,549 89. ein at 2 

sponse of the prison and. loss beyond the income, has been $5,010 60, for the three 

ing Dec. 1, 1845. 
. 

monte ending however, to remark that this apparent balance has been increased ~ 

some oxtent by a diminished value placed on some articles of the rope’, embrace a 

i f Dec. 1, and especially of those pertaining to the shoe de; at iment, and 

eee ie the mount of property destroyed by fire in the carriage shop, which was up- 

y din November last. ; . as 

formate oooreen who has paid attention to the affairs of the prison, it is evident that 

there has ‘been some fallacy in the annual reports of its condition. For while the Je 

wis show an expenditure over the income, in 1843, of $2737 65; 1844, of 1,86 Pant 

Teas of 1,989 06, Total in the year ending Sept. 1, 1845, 6,693 86. A compar! 

3 to- 
Bi 
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of these reports with each other will show the actual expendituve or loss to be as fol- 
lows: In the year ending Oct. 1, 1843, $6,760 72; eleven months, ending Sept. 1, 
1844, 4,107 52; one year, ending Sept. 1, 1845, 2,845 48; three months, ending Dec. 
1, 1845, 5,010 GO: total, $18,724 32 

The Directors have not felt authorized to make particular investigation into the 
causes which have produced this apparent discrepancy. ‘They have felt the delicacy 
of impugning the correctness of the reports of their predecessors. Nothing has come 
to their knowledge to justify the conclusion that the errors were produced intention- 
ally, or from iinproper motives in any person concerned. It has probably arisen fron: 
the complex mode of keeping the books of the prisou. Payments on account of interest 5 
alyo claims which at the time they occurred, were uot placed on the prison books, and 
liquidated by payment or uote in subsequent years, and not charged when paid or set- 
tled to the account of expenditure of the curreut year, in any of the departments into 
which the business of the prison is divided, may account in part for the discrepancy, 

The discrepancy before mentioned Jed the Directors to cause an account to be 
opened on the prison books, under the head of “Old Account,” on which to enter all 
payments made, or sums received or accounts adjusted, which the prison books did not 
show when the balances were taken Dec. 1, 1845, or when they shall be taken at any 
subsequent time. 

They have also taken a /arge amount, considered bad, from the inventory of de- 
mands, and placed them in a suspended account. 

They feel it their duty to express their approbation of the willing and efficient aid, 
which appears to have been afforded by the convicts, in rescuing the property of the 
carriage shop from destruction by fire, and in arresting its progress. 

In December last inore than half the convicts were employed in the shoe shop. 
Though convinced that the business of manufacturing brogaus had been pursued at a 
loss, nearly if not fully equal to the amount of labor employed in making them, we 
did net. after fally considering all the circumstances connected with the business, 
deem it expedient to direct that the business should at once be relinquished. There 
was a very large amount of stock on hand and in the process of manufacture, much of 
which was more suitable for that than other work; and after the loss of the carriage 
shop there was not rooom to employ the cunvicts at other branches of mechanical !a- 
hor. We directed that hands should be drawn from the business us opportunity of 
fered, to employ themselves otherwise. When the stock shall be worked out which 
is proper for that kind of work, we think it should be materially curtailed or aban- 
doned, unless the market for the article shall improve. 

The loss of the carriage shop very much embarrassed the business operations of the 
prison, and the profitable employment of convict labor during the winter and spring. 
‘rhe Directors authorized the Superintendeut to commence rebuilding the shop as soon 
as the season wonld permit. The building, embracing a blacksmith’s shop and carriage 
shop, was completed about the middle of May, at an expense to the State, including 
839 of convict labor, credited to the shoe and carriage shops, at 25 cents per day, of 
S497 25. 

On examination, the roof of the dwelling-house was found in a dilapidated condition, 
and the building was otherwise out of repair. A new covering and cupola, or belfry, 
has been put on, and the house otherwise repaired, at the cost, including $28 of convict 
labor from the carriage shop, at 50 cents per day, of $208 07. All other repairs, by 
ihe books of the prison, amount to $97 92. 

An act was passed at the last session of the General Assembly, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of insane prisoners in the State Prison,” which, though general in its terms, * 
was passed with particular reference to two convicts then confined in prison, who 
were supposed to be insane. They did not deem it their duty to cause either of them 
to be removed to the Asylum; and they now have the satisfaction of reporting both 
the convicts in question appear fully restored to their reason and able to labor with 
ibe other convicts. 

The police and discipline in the prison “so far as it came under the notice of the 
Directors” meet their entire approbation. Order and system appear to prevail in a 
high degree, and_ they cannot but express their satisfaction with the cleanliness, neat- 
ness, and quiet which characterizes everything about the prison and prison yard. The 
effect is not only salutary as regards the health of the convicts, but is calculated to ex- 
ert the most beneficial influence on their dispositions aud feelings, and in the discipline 
and management of the institution. 

rom account of sales of brogans, recently received from Boston, it appears that the 
prison has suffered a loss in the sales from the December appraisal of over $600. 
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~ Wispsor, Vr., Sept. 28, 1846. 

Mar. J. D. Russ:—Dear Sir: Yours of the 20th July was duly received, and in 

reply for an apology will say, we had not the materials on hand so that we conid eve 

ona correct reply at that time. The present Superintendent came into office ist 

December last, and found that there had not been any reports filed back of 1845 in ns 

office. We have been able, by inquiry, to obtain some old ones, at the Town Clerk's 

. chi ss as follows 
Office, back as far as 1839, which we copy as 

September J, 1839, the number of convicts was 86; 1840, the number of convicts 

: ‘ 
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was 87; remissions, 8 5 recommitted on 2nd and 3rd offences, 4; 1841, the number 0 

convicts was 87; deaths, 1; 1842, the number of convicts was73 + deaths, 2; rem 

gions, 6; 1843, the number of convicts was 65; deaths, 1; 1944, the number o or 
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viets waa 67; deaths, 1; remissions, 11; 1845, the number of convicts was 67; 18 6, 

the number of convicts was 68 + remissions, 4; recommitted on Qnd and 3rd offences, 2 

We also forward you what numbers we have on hand. 

Very respectfully, yours, : 
H. HARLOW, Superintendent, 

per A. L THOMPSON. 
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Synopsis of the Reports of the Massachusetts State Prison, from 
September 30, 1882, to September 30, 1845, inclusive. 

1833.—Inspectors’ Report. 

At the beginning of the year there were two hundred and twenty-seven convicts in 
tke prison. During the year, seveuty-nine have been discharged by expiration of sen- 
tence, and seven by remission of punishment, and four by order of court, and six have 
died. In all, ninety-six, The whole number received during the same period is one 
hundred and nineteen, so that the number now here is two hundred and fifty. 

Of these, eleven are patients in the hospital, or otherwise incapable of labor, and 
uineteen are engaged in those necessary menial services which yield no profit. The 
residue, two hundred and twenty, are profitably employed. 

The number of days lost by regular admission to the hospital for fixed disease, has 
been nineteen hundred and ninety. The number of days’ labor lost by those invalided 
for a day, has been twenty-six hundred and twenty-six; making, altogether, forty-six 
hundred and sixteen days. To this sum should be added the time lost by individuals 
invalided to light labor from some slight complaint, or as recovering from iliness—a la- 
bor, the profits of which are next to nothing. The number of days lost in the manner 
last named for the present year, is twelve hundred and seven; so that the whole amount 
of labor lost by indisposition must be considered as 5823 days.* 

Of the number received the last year, five are blacks, and six mulattoes. 
Of the one hundred and nineteen admitted, seventy-seven are natives of New Eng- 

jand, of whom seventeen only could not write at the time of their admission Of the 
forty-two natives of other places twenty-five could not write. 

During the last year, the conduct of the prisoners has been distinguished by order, 
decornm, and industry, and the punishments have been very few and. very slight. 

It _has been thus stated—that the inferior officers of this prison have the right to pun- 
ish the convicts at discretion. This is not so, and never has been so since our connec- 
tion with the prison. The Warden alone, or the deputy warden in his absence, can 
inflict any punishment whatever. Even this is only done after formal and deliberate 
hearing of the charge, and allowing the accused party an opportunity for denial, ex- 
planation, or apology. And the power of the Warden himself is limited by law to the 
mfliction of ten stripes, and commitment for ten days to solitary imprisonment. All 
punishments, and the reasons of them, are placed on record, and submitted to the In- 
spectors, who visit the prison in a body every month, and one of them every week, 
au onvict who wishes to have a private interview with them, or either of them, 
may obtain it. 

For any officer to raise his hand against a convict in any other manner excepting for 
the mere purpose of defending himself against assault, or of subduing resistance, has 
always been deemed a grave offence in this prison. 

With regard to the financial accounts of the year, we have pursued the same course 
as heretofure, causing the annual statement to be founded upon an exact account of 
stock, taken by a competent person having no connection with the prison, and care- 
fully examining ourselves every charge and every voucher before the statement is de- 
posited at the treasury. 

We will now submit the result of all the annual statements rendered since the estab- 
lishment of the present Board of Inspectors. 

In the year ending September 30, 1828, there was a loss of $12,167 07; 1829, 
7,599 70; 1830, 6,897 02; 1831, 477 31; 1832, a gain of 4,192 32; 1833, the past 
year, a gain of 6,995 57. 
phe Inspectors recommend that more appropriate apartments should be provided for 
the hospital, and the purchase of a stone quarry. F. C. GRAY, 

“™ P any S. LELAND, } Inspectors. 

1833.—Puysician’s Report. 

The number of patients admitted to the hospital of this institution during the year 
ending September 30, 1833, is 146. The aggregate number of days lost by residence 
in the hospital is 1,990. In addition to which, 1,486 days have been abated by advice 
of the Physician, for trivial complaints and temporary disabilities. 

* On comparing this report with the report of the Physician, a difference in relation to the number 
of days’ labor lost by the convicts is apparent.  



    

  

182 MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRinuN, 

Six have died* during the vear. Of this number, three died of pulmonary consump- 
tion, one of typhus fever, one of dtopsy of the chest, and one of wounds voluntarily in- 
flicted upon himself in the vain hope of counterfeiting insanity!! The disease most 
prevalent during the year has been fever, of a low typhoid character, from which con- 
valescence has been, in some cases, slow and tedious. . 

WILLIAM J. WALKER, Physician, Mass. 8. Prison. 

1833.—Warven’s Report. 

‘The Warden of the State Prison has the honor to present a statemnent of the general 
affairs of the prison. . _.. 

Ages of those remaining in prison.—From 15 to 20 years, 19; 20 to 25, 523 25 to 30, 
53; 30 to 35, 39; 35 to 40, 37; 40 to 50. 38; 50 to 60, 9; 60 to 70, 23 70 to 80, 1; 
making 250. ; 

Terms of Sentences of those remaining.—6 months, 6; 1 ye 
5; Qh. 1: 3,973 34,43 4. 16: 43,35 5,915 5h. 4: 
10, 105 113, 1; 13.1; 14,2: 15,2; 17, 1; 26, 

States and countries of which they are nat. 
Massachusetts, 110; Vermont, 4; R 
New Jersey, 1; Pennsylvania, 5; Maryland, ginia, 2; La a2, ; 2 
Columbia, 1; Florida, 2; England, 31; Ireland, 26; Scotland, 8; British Provinces in 
North America, 5; France, 1; Belgiam, 1; Italy, 2; Naples 1; Sweden, 2; West 
Indies,1; total, foreigners, 58; total, Americans, 192—making 250. . 

Crimes.—Larceny, 150; assault and larceny, 2; passing or having counterfeit money, 
25; assault with intent to kill, 12; felonious assault, 3; assault and battery, 1; murder, 
sentence commuted, 3; poisoning with intent to murder. 1: attempt to poison, 1; at- 
tempt to rape, 6; common and notorious theft, 8 ; burglary. 21; forgery, 63 adultery, 
4; beastiality, 1; burning barn, 2; malicious burning, 1; cheating, 2; obtaining goods 
under false pretences, 1. 
Employment.—Stonecutters, 

whitesmiths, 3; blacksmiths, 18; shoemakers, 1 ) 8, 38: 
brushmakers, 29; coopers, 3; hatters, 6; tinmen, g, washing, and baking. 
8; waiters and messengers, 3; barbers, 2; sweepers in N. prison, 2; wood sawyers 
and lumpers, 3; attendant in hospital, 1; patients in hospital, 10: mbecile, 1; making 
250. 
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    ; Carpenters. 2; team hands, 15; tool grinders, 
2: tai       

Of the convicts remainining im prison, 15 are negroes, 15 mulattoes, and 1 Indian. — 
On the 23rd of February, 1818, an act was passed by the Legislature, subjec' 

those convicts to an additional sentence who shall have been discharge i 
and re-committed on new offences. The following statement g 
commitments, and also the number of re-commitments, each year, commencing October 
1, 1818, and ending September 30, 1833, namely, September 30, 1819, 96 committed, 
19 re-committed ; 1820, 73 itted, 16 d; 1821, 85 d, 16 vs. 
committed ; 1822, 89 committed, 21 re-committed; 1823, 106 committed, 20 re-com- 
mitted; 1824, 86 committed, 13 re-committed; 1823, 96 committed, 27 re-committed ; 
1826, 81 committed, 24 itted ; 1827, 80 dd ¢ ited; 1828, 
102 committed, 13 re-committed; 1829, 79 committed, 15 re-committed; 1830, 115 
committed, 19 re-committed ; 1831, 72 committed, 14 re-committed; 1832, 76 com- 
mitted, 15 re-committed ; 1833, 119 committed, 15 re-committed. . 

Since the first of April, 1828, 506 convicts have been discharged from this prison-— 
of that number but 33 are now in confinement here on re-commitments. 

The institiution has been favored in the perpetuation of the wholesome, though rig- 
orous, discipline enforced upon its inmates; and, notwithstanding itis the duty of the 
Warden to carry into execution the wise and judicious laws which have been enacted 
by the Legislature, and the rules and regulations of the prison, it has always been de- 
sirable to accomplish that object, as far as is possible, through the instrumentality of 
moral influences, rather than by the exercise of coercive measures ; and it is with much 
leasure that he can state, that in no instance since having charge of the prison, has he 

Bund it necessary to inflict punishment to the extent of his limited authority. . 
“*®To those who are more immediately engaged in the government of the convicts, it 
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* Jun. 25, John Lewis, aged 37—pulmonary consumption ; April 21, James Riley, aged 33—pul- 
monary consumption; May 26. Benjamin Thompson, alias John Dean, aged 38—pulmouary consemp- tion; May 26, George Bennett, aged 42—~dropsy of the chest; Aug. 16, Joseph Johnson, alias Sylvanus Blanchard, aged 25; Sept. 24, Timothy Braley, aged 21—typhus fever. 
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JARED CURTIS, Chaplain, Mass. 8. Prison. 

1834.—Insprctors’ Report. 
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doubtful debts, and a large part of them will probably be wholly lost. It has appeared 
to us inexpedient to retain the amount of these in the annual exhibits, as it may tend 
to give an erroneous impression as to the resources of the prison. That portion of the 
debts which we think donbtful, is $2,671 09. This amount will not appear as an item 
of property in the annual statements hereafter. It will be entered in the books of the 
institution in a form indicating its uncertain character. With the exception of the above 
amount, ($2,671 09,) which has been accumulating since the year 1822, we believe all 
the debts are guod, and will be paid as they become due. ; 

The erection of the uew prison, the wise regulations connected therewith, and the 
increased facilities fur restraining and governing the convicts. are among the principal 
causes of the present prosperity of the institution. Its history to the present time, es- 
tablishes the trath, that in a public penitentiary, favorable pecuniary results ave best 
secured by attention to the moral objects of imprisonment for crime. Rigid discipline, 
founded on known rules, uniformly enforced, strict temperance—the prohibition of all 
social intercourse among the convicts—solitary confinement by night and at meals, with 
daily religious instruction, reform or improve the character of most of the prisoners, and 
make them obedient and industrious. 

Of the 277 prisoners now here, 70 are foreigners, of whom only 
uralized. Of the 119 received the last year, 35 are foreigners, and o: 
der sentences for larceny. 

During the past year, in addition to cur monthly meetings, one or more of us have 
visited and carefully examined the prison every week. The convicts have generally 
been cbedient, and very few instances have occurred reqniring any portion of the 
slight punishment which the Warden is authorized by law to inflict. 

‘We are not aware of any changes necessary in the discipline or regulations of the 
prison; we feel assured that they cannot be relaxed with safety, and they appear to us 
to be as rigid as is consistent with the welfare of the convicts and the designs of the 
establishment. The regulations are few, simple, well known, aud uniformly enforced. 
Obedience to them is easy; every convict knows what is expected of hini, and what. 
he may expect; and that while certain punishment will follow te commissiou of any 
offence, good conduct will as certainly secure kind treatment. 

We think it expedient that some change should be made in the accommodations for 
those employed as blacksmiths, and that the shop now occupied by them should be 
enlarged, or that a new one should be built. The present building is so small, that in 
warm weather the convicts in it suffer severely. 
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JOHN R. ADAN, 
5. LELAND, 
CHARLES WELLS. 

1834.—Warven’s Reporr. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in confinement October 1, 1893, 250; re~ 
ceived during the year ending September 30, 1834, 119: total, 369. Discharged during 
the period above mentioned, by expiration of sentence, 66; by remission of sentence, 
17; by order of court, 4; died, 4; escaped, 1: total, 92. Whole number in confine 
ment, September 30, 1834, 277. 

Ages of those remaining.—¥rom 15 to 20 years, 24; 20 to 25, 57; 25 to 30, 575 30 
to 33, 38; 35 to 40, 44; 40 to 50, 38; 50 to GO, 16: 60 to 70,2: 70 to 80, 1: total, 277. 

Terms of Sentences.—For 6 months, 3; 8 months, 3; 9 mouths, 1; 1 year, 35; lyear 
and 6 months, 2; 2 years, 64; 2 years and 6 months, 2; 3 years, 37; 3 years and 6 
months, 2; 4 years, 27; 5 years,25; 5 years and 6 months, 2; 6 years, 6; 7 years, 16; 
8 yeara,4; 9 years, 1; 10 years, 13; 11 years aud 6 months, 1; 15 years, 2; 17 years, 
13 20 years, 3; for life, 27: total, 277. ‘Of the 27 confined under sentences for life, 
1 received the sentence for having been convicted and committed to this prison three 
different times. 

Crimes.—Larceny, 184; common and notorious theft, 3; passing and having in pos- 
session counterfeit money, 19; assault with intent to kill,7; assault and battery with 
intent to murder, 2; murder, sentence commuted, 3; attempt to poison, 1; attempt to 
rape, 7; burglary, 21; forgery, 10; adultery, 6; beastiality, 1; burning barn, 1; mali- 
cious barning, 1: obtaining goods under false pretences, 1; escaping from the house 
of correction in Suffolk county, 1; assaulting, beating, and biting, 1; burning a dwell- 
ing-house, 1; felonious assault, 2; assault with intent to rob, 1; manslaughter, 2; fele- 
nious assault and battery, 1; felonious assault with intent to kill, 1: total, 277. 
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Place of Nativity.—Maine, 13; New Hampshi: 

. 
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. 31; Massachusets, 110; Vermont, 
li New Jersey, 2; Pennsylvania, 5 ; 
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mae number of commitments to this prison, have been precisely equal in each of the jast we years, and have cousiderably exceeded the annual average number for the ten peceding years :-—whether this is owing to an increase of crime in the Commonwealth 
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on he eHorts that are made to secure a rigid adherence to the rules and regulations thes pei am ere is probably much more difficulty attending the accomplishment of me. >} et, than is usually experienced in similar institutions which are favored with an Ore arrangement of workshops and other buildings constructed particularly with ref- euce to the wants and necessities of such an establishment. By enlarging those de, 

m an actual average decrease of 7 , and a proportional 

oes would be removed, and the discipline could be enforced still more effectually improved fen ected 0 ite wholesome restraints, That part of the premises, usuall a g is; g I i i wuch too contracted for present comenence, Giferent dimensions of rough granite, is mien estimates which have been made, it is presumed that an addition of 10,600 feet 2 ‘6 nee mac e to the wharf, in the course of four or five years, at an expense, for labor ofthe teria s not exceeding $1,500, a sum which might be realized from the means mad prison treasury, without impairing its ability to meet the usual demands annually ne upon it for the support of the establishment. isbursements.—To cash paid for provisions, $7,946 65; clothing, 3.962 97; hospital 
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; rs’ salaries, 13,735 553 
3 52; fuel, and other expenses, 2,130 68; officers sa , 13, 

oeeenere discharecd, 345 25; transportation of convicts, 745 73; sales of sty sO 

chandize, 33 39; repairs of real estate, 300 04; pa Toe oe profits, excepting . 

‘tn the foregoing report, 7,646 28: total, $57, 1~< US- . ' 
as stator in oe stone departnent, for profits, $23,543 19; labor, 11,631 77; fees of ad 

mittance, 1,013 00; coopering department, 217 88; fixtures and tools, 49 88; profit 

sities for interest, 666 34: total, 37,122 06. Balance, $7,646 28. 

1834.—Puysictan’s Report. 

i i i i his institution, during the year 
ber of patients admitted into the hospital of 1 , g a 

end got September, 1834, is 174. The aggregate number of days’ residence in 

the hospital has been 2,537, to which add 268 days abated for teivial complaints, not 

iri ssi i ospita ve 2,805 days lost sickness. In additi 
Jence in the hospital, we have 2,803 days y 1 

to this, the ‘physician has cometimes advised that convalescents should for a time be on 

light labor, and that the employment of other convicts should sometimes be changed 

on account of temporary inabilities. The number of days’ labor in this manner changed 

or lightened, is 1,437, making the whole number of days’ labor lost or lightened, by 
S vo 

ice of the physician, 4,242 ; : : 

Meee patients have died during the year, as by obituary annex ed. The disease most 

troublesome within this time has been fever; which prevailed extensively during the 

g ts . 
. 

months of August and September. WILLTAM J. WALKER, M.D. 

i i i i tery glands, 
bituary.—John Gibson, aged 44 years, induration of pancreas, mesen glands, 

and cxtontice disease of the lungs; John W. Bowers. aged 33 years, fever; Thomas 

Marr, aged 31 years, consumption; Charles White, aged 34 years, fever. 

1834.—Cuapiain’s REPORT. 

The Sabbath-school has been sustained as in years past, with a great degree of be- 

nevelent interest on the part of the teachers, and, it is hoped, with much profit to those 

who have been instructed. The average number of teachers has been about 25, and 

that ef the scholars about 120. The attention of the convicts to the customary public 

exercises of the Sabbath has also, as a general thing, been marked, unconstrained, and 

exceeding]. tifying. . . . 

The Chaplain thas ‘also devoted 2 large portion of his time to private conversation 

with the convicts—obtaining a knowledge of their history, studying their character and. 

disposition—giving them individually sach instractions, counsel and advice, and ad- 

inistering such reproof, as their several cases seemed peculiarly to demand. . 

mm ~ m JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 

1835.—LIyspectors’ Report. 

Most of the convicts received since our last report have been sentenced for violations 

of the rights of property, and only 14 for deeds of violence to the person. Of 279 now 

in the prison, 59 are foreigners, and 43 of them are under sentences for larceny. of 

the 116 received the past year, 23 are foreigners, and of them 18 are under sentences 

for larceny. . 
itis the opinion of some, that every penitentiary is, or may be made, a school for 

moral reform, and that they who make it a place merely for punishment perform a very 

small part of their duty. Few convicts, however bad they may be, can witness the 

constant efforts made for their present and permanent welfare—commune for years. by 

day and by night, with their own thonghts for their only companions—review again 

and again the history of their past lives, and see and feel the suffering and disgrace 

brought upon them by wickedness and crime, without some improvement. We feel 

assured that many have thus been made better, and have returned to society with good 

resolutions, which they have carried into execution. Still, we know how very difficult 

it must be, and is, fora convict to take and maintain a decent rank in society when he 

quits such a place. The mere tact that he has been confined in it will generally render 

it very difficult for him to obtain honest employment, and idleness will be followed by 

pad company. Among the first persons seen by a discharged convict who has no em- 

ployment, are the very beings who were instrumental in consigning him to this place. 
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or persons of as bad character. In such company, all the inducements to crime are 
ugain spread before him when he has no virtuous friends whose advice or example may 
shield him from temptation ; and it is not matter of surprise if he yields to it. When 
we reflect that this is probably the situation of a majority of those discharged every 
year, we must consider it a remarkable fact that the number of recommitments is 80 
small, and that it affords a stroug proof of the good state of moral discipline in this insti- 
tution. Stil it is a subject deserving the most serious attention of the friends of hu- 
manity, to ascertain what can be done for the convict when he quits the penitentiary. 
Perhaps, at the present time, legislation cannot effect much; but the wise and good 
men, who have successfully labored to improve the places of confinement for the in- 
sane, for the poor debtor and for the criminal, have here a field open for their exertions, 
in which we believe a harvest may be gathered of praise for themselves, and security 
and happiness for the wretched. 

In determining the value of the property belonging to the prison, the usual mode has 
been adopted of having it appraised by persons of competent skill, wholly disinterested, 
and whose judgment is entitled to fall coniidence. Since the year 1831, no funds have 
been drawn from the public treasury for the prison. 

Most of the occupations of the convicts are such as they may pursue with advantage 
after they quit the prison. 

The business done in the stone department has many advantages. It is healthful; 
those engaged in it are easily kept ander constant and close inspection ; it is a profita- 
Lie employment for them when they leave the prison; and it is more lucrative than 
any other pursued here. 

As the prison is carefully examined by one of the Inspectors every week, and by 
all of them every month, it is not easy for any mismanagement or neglect of duty to 
exist long without our knowledge. 

JOHN R. ADAN, 
8. LELAND, Inspectors. 
CHARLES WELLS. 

1885.—Warpen’s Report. 

In compliance with the requisitions of law, the Warden has the honor to submit a 
statement of the general affairs of the State Prison. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison October 1, 1834, 277; received 
during the year ending 30th September, 1835, 116; convict retaken who escaped in 
1834, 1: total,394. Discharged from prison during the year, by expiration of sentence, 
99; by remission of sentence, 13; died, 3: total, 115. Remaining in prison Septem- 
ber 30, 1835, 979. 

Ages of those in prison.—Under 20 years, 19; 20 to 25, 63; 25 to 30, 63; 30 to 35, 
49; 35 to 40,26; 40 to 44,28; 45 to 50,12; 50 to 55, 6; 55 to 60, 6; 60 to 65, 4; 
79 to 75, 1; 75 to 80, 2. 

Terms of Sentences.—8 months, 1; 1 year, 27: 1 year and 6 months, 5; 1 year and 
10 months, 1; 2 years, 43; 2 years and 6 months, 2; 3 years, 49; 3 years and I month, 
2:8 years and 6 months, 2; 4 years, 36; 4 years and 3 months, 1; 5 years, 28; 5 
sears and 6 months, 1; 6 years, 10; 7 years, 16; 8 years, 4; 9 years, 2; 10 years, 12; 
11 years and 6 months, 1; 12 years, 2; 14 years, 1; 15 years, 3; 17 years, 1; 20 years, 
4; during natural life, 25. 

Crimes.—Murder, sentence commmuted, 3; manslaughter, 4; assault, with intent 
to murder, 11; robbery, 1; assault, with intent to rob, 3; attempt to poison, 1; arson, 
2; burglary, 21; attempt to rape, 7; adultery, 4; polygamy, 1; bigamy, 2; bestiality, 
1; lewd exposure of person, 1; passing, or having in possession with intent to pass, coun- 
terfeit money, 17; forgery, 16; receiving stolen goods, 1; obtaining goods under false 
pretences, 3; larceny, 173; common and notorious theft, 6; escaping from house of 
correction in Suffolk county, 1. 

States and countries of which they are natives—Maine, 12; New Hampshire, 36 ; 
Massachusetts, 113; Vermont, 11; Rhode Island, §: Connecticut, 9; New York, 14; 
New Jer: 2; Pennsylvania, 4; Delaware, 1; Maryland, 33 District of Columbia, Q3 
Virginia, 2; Ohio, 1; Louisiana, 2; Missouri, 1; Florida, 1; British Provinces in North 
America, 7; West Indies, 1; England, 11; Scotland, 3; Ireland, 33; France, 1; Hol- 
land, 1; Germany, 1; Africa, 1. Foreigners, 59; Americans, 220: total, 279. Of the 
convicts remaining in prison, 18 are negroes and 14 mulattoes. . 

Employment.—Stonecutters, 86; carpenters, 3; team hands, 12; tool grinders, 4; 
blacksmiths, 26; whi iths, 3; st 1k, 10; cabi ik 43; uphol  
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9; brashmakers, 21; coopers, 3; hatters, 7; tinmen, 5; tailors, 7; cooking, washing, 

and baking, 11; waiters and messengers, 3; barbers, 2; sweepers in new prison, 23 

wood sawyers and lumpers, 4; invalids on light labor, 2 superannuated, 1; in cell, 
1; attendants in hospital, 2; patients in hospital, 12. ; 

Crimes of those sentenced for ife.—Macder, sentence commuted, 33 arson, 1; rob- 
bery, 1: burglary, 73 passing, or having in possession with intent to pass, counterfeit 
money, 4; additional sentence, for having been convicted and sentenced three differ- 
ent times to this prison, 9: total, 25. . . 

The following table shows the number of convicts received from each county the last 
year, and also what portion of them are foreigners, or native citizens of this, or the other 

States of the Union. 

  

. . Natives of Natives of this 
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Recommitments.—Second time committed, 11; third time committed, 2: total, 13. 
The concerns of the prison have progressed with their accustomed regularity the past 

ry ndustey has not been permitted to slacken its hand, and good order and obedience 
have been at all times maintained. _It is gratifying to remark that this state of things 
ig not secured by the hope of reward or the granting of indulgences, nor is it by the 
mere exercise of arbitrary power—breaking down the mind and will of the convict by 
painful privations or corporal sufferings. It is rather the result of a healthful moral 

a to a resolve, passed at the first session of the present Legislature, the build- 
ing occupied by the blacksmiths has been enlarged and repaired, in a manner calcu- 
lated to afford greater facilities in the performance of labor—better means of inspection 
and oversight, and more comfort to those employed therein. The labur was performed 
by the convicts, and a valuable addition has been made to the prison property, at an 
expense for materials of $499 44. oe 

It has often been a subject of remark, that this institution, in regard to the work- 
shops, and some of the other buildings, suffers in comparison with the best regulated 
establishments of a similar character, in other States. | | 

The limited extent of the lands do not afford a good opportunity for necessary im- 
provements ; still, some improvements in buildings might be made within the present 
inclosure, and it is to be hoped that the wisdom of the Legislature will, ere long, au- 
thorize the accomplishment of an object so desirable aud necessary for the promotion 
of good order and discipline. . . oo, 

With a view to avoid competition with mechanical labor in this vicinity, efforts have 
been made to secure the means of employing the convicts from distant parts of our 
country. A large portion of our contracts, therefore, for furnishing hammered granite, 
have of late years been obtained in this way. 

Several accounts remain open, and are subject to charges and expenses, which, if 
closed at this time, would materially lessen the balance exhibited in the schedule of 
disbursements and income. It ia considered that the sum of $1,464 94 is amply suffi- 
cient to meet all those charges and expenses, and aleo to cover any liability on account 
of doubtful debts contracted the past year.   
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Deducting this sum from the nominal balance of profits, it will appear that the insti- 
tution has gained $7,000 the past year. 

Disbursements.—Cash paid for provisions, $8,505 72; clothing, 3,263 97; hospital 
expenses, 313 63; fuel and other expenses, 2,006 66; prisoners discharged, 411 28 ; 
officers’ salaries, 14,066 55; transportation of prisoners, 933 72; sales of sundry mer- 
chandize, 8 52; fixtures and tools, 28 32; repairs of real estate, 1,244 96; balance, 
being profits, excepting the sum of 1,464 94, alluded to in the foregoing report, 
8,464 94: total, $39,248 97. 

Income.—Stone department, $25,590 62; labor, 12,216 86; fees of admittance, 
1,163 25; profit and loss, 277 54: total. $39,248 27. 

CHARLES LINCOLN, Warden, Mass. 8. P. 

1835.——CHapLain’s Report. 

The past year has been one of undisturbed quiet. The hum of systematic and well- 
directed industry has been constantly heard during the hours appropriated to labor, 
aud the strict, though wholesome and salutary, rules and regulations of the institution, 
nave, with as little variation as can reasonably be expected, maintained their ascen- 
dency, and secured the results designed and anticipated. It must therefore be most 
obvious, that such a state of things could not be produced and habitually maintained 
without a constant and untiring vigilance and fidelity on the part of the chief executive 
officer of the institution, and of those who are employed in subordinate stations, subject 
to his direction au 

Private conversations have been almost daily had with more or less of the prisoners. 
Morning and evening of every day in the week, the Sabbath excepted, the Scriptures 
are read and prayers offered in the chapel, at which time all the convicts are assembled 
who are able to attend. On every Sabbath during the months of July, August, and 
September, there are two public religious services in the chapel; the one at about 8 
o'clock, A. M., and the other at about 5 o’elock, P.M. This course has been adopted 
during these three months, that the prisoners, during the warmest and usually the most 
sickly part of the year, may enjoy greater advantages for air and exercise than are 
found necessary at other seasons. In all other parts of the year, the morning of the 
Sabbath is occupied by the services and instructions of the Sabbath school, in which 
are assembled about one-half of the whole number of the convicts. 

Here many, who were unable to read _at all when they entered the prison, are taught 
to read the Scriptures of divine truth. Many others who could barely read, and whose 
minds were darkened by ignorance, have been greatly improved and enlightened. 

This school is under the immediate superintendence of the Chaplain, although either 
the Warden or his deputy, and one subordinate officer of the prison are always present. 

The school is instructed by from twenty to thirty suitably qualified individuals, who 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, according to previous arrangement, attend for that purpose. 

At 12 o’clock, after the close of the exercises of the Sabbath school, the labors of 
the sanctuary commence, when all the prisoners are required to attend, After the 
close of these services, the prisoners return to their cells, where every man has a 
Bible, and where he is left to his own reflections until the dawn of the ensuing 
morning shal! summon him to his accustomed labor. 

JARED CURTIS, Chaplain, Mass. 8. P. 

1835.—Puysician’s Report. 

The number of patients admitted into the hospital of this institution, during the year 
ending September 30, 1835, is 163. The aggregate number of days’ residence in hos- 
pital, 2.996. In addition to this, 281 days’ labor have been abated by the advice of 
the Physician, for slight accidents, and sickness of short continuance, making the whole 
loss of labor chargeable to the hospital, 3,277 days. . 

Three patients have died during the year, namely, October 4, 1834, John Quinn, aged 
years, of fever. On the 13th of the same month, William Fowler, aged 25 years, of 

isis pulmonalis. September 21, 1835, Ebenezer Shannon, aged 47 years, of 
phthisis pulmonalis. 

At the close of the last year, there existed in the hospital several cases of typhus fe- 
ver of somewhat aggravated type. The same disease in a mitigated form has been 
more or less prevalent during the year, yet has it proved fatal in one case only. The 
treatment pursued has been by no means active, and the Physician attributes success 

36  
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more to an early resort to treatment, to the rest and quiet which have been afforded 

the sick in this institution, and to the perfect control which is held over the appetites, 

excitements, and injudicious indulgences which the sick in private life are subjected to 

by those about them, than to any drugs administered. ; 

WILLIAM J. WALKER, Physician, Mass. S. P. 

1836.—Insrectors’ ReFoRT. 

The number of convicts now in the prison is about the same as has been found here 

at this season, during the last three years, but is much less than the average number 

on every 30th day of September during the last sixteen years. When we consider this 

fact, the very small number of recommitments, only seven for the past year. and 

i f our population, we find strong ‘and gratifying evidence that the 

We think this decrease may be attributed partly to the 

his place, which reforms some. gives habits of industry and obe- 

deters most convicts from the commission of crimes which may 

at. t er causes are also in operation to diminish the 

amount of crime. Among the most effectual, are the success of the cause of temperance, 

the establishment of institutions for the care, protection. aud education of the poor— 

for the rational punishment and reformation of juvenile offenders—and the efforts 

made to assist the poor, in the best possible mode, by giving them the means of earn- 

ing an honest livelihood. This diminution of crime is also to be attributed, in no small 

degree, to the general prosperity of our conntry. Should that prosperity cease, the 

number of the poor, the jdle, and the intemperate will jncrease, and thé number of 

prisoners in out penitentiary and jails will increase also. 

In an institution of this kind, it is desirable to know the average daily expense of 

maintaining each prisoner. Charging them with their food, clothing, the hospital ex- 

penses, fuel, salaries of officers, moneys paid on the transportation and on the discharge 

of prisoners, irs, the expense per man was about 34 cents, 8 mills, in the 

year ending 30th September, 1835, and about 38 cents, 8 mills, in the year ending 30th 

September, 1836. The daily expense per man, for food and clothing only, were about 

11 cents, 3 mills, in the first of said. years,—and about 11 cents, 4 mills, the last year. 

On the night of the 17th day of September last, seven prisoners effected their escape 

from the hospital, one of who has been re-taken. and is now at labor in the prison. 

this escape was effected by means of talse keys. 

1 balance to the credit of the prison is $17,485 74. From this. the su 

of $1,813 33 is deducted on account of unsettled demands; and we have also deemed it 

prudent to make a farther deduction of fifteen per cent. or $2,244 16 from the appraised 

value of the stone, as we apprehend a decline in the value of that article. But after 

these deductions, there still remains the sum of $13,428 25, as the net gain of the prison 

on the business of the last year. 

The Legislature, at its last session, appropriated $3,000 for filling up part of the flats 

adjoining the yard. It is probable that the flata may be filled up in part during the en- 

suing year. 
During the last session of the Legisleture, a conditional act was passed for adding 

$50 per annum to the salary of each tarnkey and watchman,—and also_ allowing fuel. 

to the officers residing within the precincts of the prison. We respectfully recommend 

that this addition to those salaries be made without condition. 

The annual salary of each turnkey is now $550, and that of each watchman is 400. 

The law prohibits every officer, (excepting the inspectors, physician, and chaplain,) 

i i ment, The services required of the watchmen an 

turnkeys are arduous. Jaman must be on the walls one day out of two 

through the year, and frequently on the night watch. When not on guard, they are 

constantly employed in some service for the prison ;—and, like all other officers, must 

attend to any duty which the warden or his deputy may assign to them. All the 

watchmen and turnkeys must be in the prison soon alter sunrise, and remain there tll 

t about thirt allowed them at each meal. 

ften on duty as a watchman during part of the night, and some one 

te 
overseer of the convicts in each workshop, and he can 

are there, unleas relieved by another officer. To direct 

acquainted with the business done for the institution in 

  

LEYL pt a. 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON. 171 

his department. To i . secure t i i i te ecpent their inganee heir good behavior, silence, and constant industry, and 
to prevent thet | jar ig or destroying any property intrusted to them, his vigilance 
must be uncea Og an e must puffer no conversation among them unless by his permis- 

, ce; for that would encourage idle: I i i jon a esence i fo ge ness, lessen the severit: 
Pu inst rmerts and ey © facilities for them to demoralize each other, and oro. plane for 
ety na nee ¢ u ey lahor together, they must never converse, excepting under the 
rer one e ave mentioned. This is one of the most important principles in the 
ome re g are he turnkey can hold no conversation with a convict except 
to rect, bin iat is Jaber: at he or any other officer receive any gratuity from a con- 

ic s , grant him any favor, it is a serious offence. The 
6 " : s (like all others here,) must have perfect selfcommand. If a prisoner is carclese ine 

tent, rel ractory o even jasolent, the turnkey or_watchman can only report him to the 
c e may punish him. No inferior offic rf mnvi i wardel ; wD er can strike a convirt unless a 

oerat Every officer must be a person of perfectly correct habits. His ote dee 
portmen ms e such as to have a good influence on the prisoners. One. officer of 
amoral babi “ or who speaks with disrespect of any of the officers of the institution 
or of lite ipline, will exert a bad influence over the convicts under his care. which 
ann be counteracted. In conclusion, it is the duty of every officer to watch ‘e 

be sou within its precincts, to report, witl ont delay, to the inspectors and warden 
Shntever com ne knowledge prejadicial to it, and to endeavor, by all his words 

a tions, at ina laces yi r , obj and notions, af a ? , to secure the welfare and promote the objects 

Bene are the requisitions in regard to these officers; and the welfare of the institu. 
rict and full compliance with all of th i t 7 allofthem. It must_be ol 

these persons moet pe. men of character and abilities,—that great oS donce wa rated 
them, eir duties are numerous and sev i is tt in ! . ere. We think that, at this t 

pad ‘salaries are, not an adequate compensation for their services. We cannot peliews 
Fees maat objets of thes sa to be sonnd poliey but that, on the contrary, it will defeat 

gre: 2 he institution, whether we regard the reformation a e e whe g io. a 
fare of the prisoners, or the peenniary interests of the State. mand moral wel 
wh, e800 me attention or the Legislature to the salary of the clerk of the prison 

ich is er annum, and which we think insuffici i i ) Pe ietihe privok ore : think insufficient. The clerk is required to 
t is n duties connected with his office, fi i pe) ¢ qQ ¢ ted | J , from an early hour in the morn- 

ing until the evening. eonring this time he is constantly ocenpred in keeping the 
8, g 8, settling accounts, etc., and is liable, by d i t called to perform any d ig a » etc., s le, by day and by night, to be 

y duty which the interest of the pri ire. 
careful examination and consi i is servi re of opinion that some addi : nsideration of his serv ini i eee na arion and consiaers ervices, we are of opinion that some addi- 

JOHN R. ADAN, 
&§. LELAND, 
CHARLES WELLS, 

, Inspectors. 

1836.—WarpeEn’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining i i > mn ar of i emaining jn prisor October 1, 1835, 279; wl 
Bamber of convicts received Anto prison a urmg the year ending Soptenber a we 
27: total, 376. ischarged from prison during the year ending September 3 , : 
by expiration of sentence, 81; by remission of sentence, 6; by pardon Ts Gian: 
caDed aoe retaken, 6: feral. 98. Remaining in prison September 30. 1836 378. 

a of those in vison.—Under 20 years, 14; 29 to 25, 65; 25 33 t ; 492 38 40 3h, dete 2p , 14; to 25, 65 5 25 to 30, 65; 30 to 35, 
70% 75.413 “ad over 2 ; 45 to 50,12; 50 to 55, 10; 55 to 60, 6; 60 to 65, 3; 

‘erm Sent —— 5 3 2 youre oS Sentences 7 8 months, 1 i year, 20; 1 yearand 6 months, 4; 2 years, 37; 
581 oo ent , 1; 2 years and 6 months, 4; 2 years and 9 months, 1; 3 years, 
oars ya ns an month, 1; 3 years and 6 months, 1; 4 years, 37; 5 years, 98: 5 
3 Joan ve months, 3; 6 years, 15; 6 years and 6 months, 1; 7 years, 17; 8 years, 3; 
ven a i. @ years, 14; 11 years, 1; 11 years and 6 monthe, 1; 12 years, 2 : 14 
3 nn 3 years, 33 17 years, 1; 20 years, 3; and during natural life, 23. 

7 2 7 3. Jauct ith i t oN +P nat 7: assault, with inte: 
g murder . 8s robbery, 2; assault, with intent to rob, 25° attempt to poison, 1; ment 
°i pony: 93 attempt to rape, 6; a lultery, 3; polygamy, 1; bigamy, 3; passing, 
seinen ae possession with intent to pass, counterfeit money, 11; forgery, 18; re. 
sen s 01 on goods, Q5 obtaining goods by false pretences, 2; felonious assault, 1; 

3 burning, 2; breaking a house in the night time, 1; breaking a house in the  
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day time, 1: embezzlement and larceny, 1; assault and battery, with intent to commit 
a larceny, 1; attempt to steal, 1; common and notorious theft, 7; larceny, 173. 

Places of Nativity.—Maine, 12; New Hampshire, 28; Massachusetts, 118; Ver- 
mont, 11; Rhode Island, 8; Connecticut, 10; New York, 11; New Jersey, 1; Penn- 
sylvania, 6; Maryland, 4; Virginia, 2; Qhio, 1; Louisiana, 2; Missouri, 1; District of 
Columbia, 2; Florida, 1; British Provinces in North America, 7; England, 15; Ire- 
land, 30; Scotland, 2; France, 1; West Indies, 2; Carthagena, 1; Germany, 2: for- 
eigners, 60; Americans, 218. . . 

Employment.—Stonecutters, 85; carpenters, 43; team hands, 16; tool grinders, 3; 
blackamith: ; hi iths, 4; sk kers, 13; cabinetmakers, 46; upholster- 

ers, 6; hatters, 10; tinmen, 5; tailors, 4; coopers, 3; brushmakers, 22 i cooking, 
washing and baking, 10; wuilers and messengers, 3 ; barbers, 23 sweepers in solitary 
prison, 2; wood sawyers and lumpers, 5; invalid, on light labor, di superanpuated, 1; 
in solitary confinement, 3; blind, 1; attendant in hospital, 1; patients in hospital, 7. 

Of the convicts in prison, 18 are negroes, and 10 are mulattoes. 
This institution was first opened for the reception of convicts on the 12th of Decem- 

ber, 1805. 
The whole number of convicts received from that date to the 30th September, 1836, 

ig 2,968. The whole number discharged during that period of time, by expiration of 
sentence, order of court, or who had escaped, is 2,072. ‘The whole number discharged 
by pardon, or remission of sentence, is 458. The whole number deceased, ix 160. 
Remaining in prison September 30, 1836, 278: total, $2,968. . 

The affairs of the prison are in a condition, at this time, uot less favorable and grati- 
fying than it has been our privilege to represent them in former reports. A high state 
of order and subordination prevails in every department. The officers are faithful and. 
attentive in the discharge of duty, and the convicts generally, are obedient, orderly and 
industrious. The laws, rules, and regulations are duly observed, and the police regu- 
lations continue to be sustained in a very satisfactory manner. This discipline, how- 
ever, continues to be kept up under the disadvantage of inconvenient and badly con- 
structed workshops, and of accommodations for the sick, which are but little, if any 
better adapted to the wauts of the establishment. Probably there is not one of the 
well regulated penitentiaries in our country that is subjected to so much inconvenience, 
with respect to buildings, as is felt in this mstitution. For several years past the pub- 
lic mind has been more than ordinarily interested in the snbject of penitentiaries. 
Two systems of discipline and modes of confinement are now in the full tide of experi- 
ment: that which was first introduced in the State of Pennsylvania, and under whiel: 
the convicts labor in solitude,—and the Auburn system, established in the State of 
New York,—in conformity to which this institution is now governed. Each of those 
systems has its ardent advocates, and each its opponents; both of them have some ob- 
jectional features in their organization, but both afford great opportunities for the moral 
improvement of their inmates. Which of the two will be found by experience.to pro- 
duce the most favorable and permanent moral results, in the minds and hearts of that 
unfortunate class of our fellow-beings who shall from time to time be subjected to their 
restraints, time alone can determine. The experiment, it is believed, hus not yet been 
of sufficient duration to enable the impartial philanthropist to decide the question with 
strict justice to each. It is a question, however, of some importance to the character 
of this Commonwealth, whether this institution is possessed of all the advantages it is 
capable of receiving, to enable it to meet the competition successfully, or whether far- 
ther improvements, in buildings, would not place it on still higher ground, and secure 
to it a rank second to uone inthe country. Of this, however, the wisdom of the Le- 
gislature ia most competent to decide. 

It will appear, by reference to the schedule of disbursements and income at the close 
of this report, that the financial concerns of the prison, for the past year, have resulted 
most favorably for the interests of the institution. The balance of profits, after paying 
all the expenses of the prison, including repairs of real estate, exceeds the result of any 
previous year since the first establishment of the institution. 

A circumstance, which, while it favored the prison treasury, resulted, it is to be 
feared, in a considerable loss on the part of those who furnished the supplies. The 
contracts of a similar kind are not at present quite so favorable. The lowest bid for 
supplying rations will increase the cost, if it shall be continued through the year, for 
the articles of subsiatence alone, to an estimated amount, exceeding three thousand five 
hundred dollars; other articles of supply have also advanced in price, compared with 
those of the last year. 

Disbursements.—Cash paid for provisions, $7,824 29; clothing, 4,164 11; hospital 
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expenses, 331 10; fael and other ex is 
es, 331 10; ‘penses, 3,610 75; pris is officers! aiaries, 14,300 00 Transportation of Prisoners, 781 of . sales of ete 253 *, Se i repairs of real estate, 571 71; amount of i ; 

ba ee pain . ; nt of unsettled demande, 1,813 33; Sar ies oe ig pro ‘or the year ending 30th September, 1836, 13,428 25: total, 
Income.—-By stone department, $30,193 61; ] admittan 

: a 7 19 3 labor.14,685 05; i 
1,858 00; fixtures and tools, 71 12; profit and loss, 879 a : total rie 25. mance, a » $47,182 25, 

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jn., Warden. 

1836.—Puysician’s Reporr. 
The number of patients admitted i i i 

tp nto the prison hos Pepsember. 1836, is 149. OF this number, 4 have diel a oo0) Vitam H. Rhea, aged 24 years, of pulmonai i 
2, Hhea, ag: 5 c ; Don ae 83s Milton Brown, aged 18 years, of apoplexy Pon tha Soh ot Non “ per 2, Arihnr Conway, aged 2] years, of pulmonary cousumption ; and by 2 10th june, 1836, Thomas Luther, aged 32 years, of empyema. , on the 10th e aggregate number of days’ residence in the }; it i add. 196 days lost by invalids, and we have, as the sean was been boron ean or pokness, during the year, 2,668 days. soe mor on account _ Phe experience of some years now warrants the beli disease in this institution have been developed and. obvigted al by low is healthy and judicious; and finally, that the lod practised, is at once such as humanity, and a just regard to 

|, during the year ending 30th ied, viz:—on the 14th of October, 

any of the causes of 
3 that the diet prescribed 

ging and clothing, as now 
economy and reformation of vice would seem to dictate. 

WILLIAM J. WALKER, Physician. 

1837.—-Insrectors’ Report. 
During the past year, th i 

hoo ing pe Pasty the whole number of convicts has never exceeded 303, nur 
The financial operations of the y ave i i 

The fit al operations « year have resulted in a deficit of $9 it we credit the ingtation prith the amount of cash paid from its ‘own ‘incaseny for the y workshop, $2, 3, and for repairs of real estat 1 net gain of $806 81. _ The expenditures have been heavier met oes sage, as been a luring the past than in the preceding year. That excess of ex e) rations, $3,851 67. for officers’ salaries, $2,228 29, and in the department f 1 $8,008 74, while the net income from the stone department during the same ti ne has ech £10,336 64 Jess than in the year ending 30th September, 1836. tine has © Conduct of the prisoners has generally been very satisfactory. e obedient, judustrious, and have yielded without hesitation to the discipline ea Ton “ aeays a few whise yiolence and obstinacy cannot be wholly subdued form good behavior. ose who know pest and cause least trouble. It is a great mistake to suppose that the poreene’ oemeee ere are very shrewd and intelligent. A few of them have shown coura, et od nee unity in the commission of crimes. Their evil deeds have obtained for them oo oS. and oalbane ded many to believe that most of the prisoners are also daring. shrewd, reltniormed. But it ia not so. Many of them are ext ly 5; f : not even read and write. A well-educated per: i ‘dor recen here. Tene ise a graduate of any college amung the convicts ccopting one [rom Prehend, Foren 
‘ 

. ting one from England. Good cation, selfrespect, deference to public oj inion, an a ra sling fiends, are as close companions as ignorance, bad comy any, ead internets of ihe pant 
Bee esO8e 0 3 . pany, and itemperance. And the firet pus iy cure Obedience to the laws as the last lead on to crime and ignominious 

There is evidence, on which w The 2, we can rely, that many who have b tay hy mec their former pa courses, on in Tospectable puree ong ned mere ers of society, leading exemplary lives. Such men should b aged and be Pot oe feel that the community consider they have paid the penalty ‘of x iprisonment here, and that they re-enter the ld wii i Spportunity to earn aud maintain a sood characte! P, i publ thnk a fair 
z ¢ ae xr. We doubt ic thi i ously enough of this. We believe that many a case of relapse ocoure enous dae or 
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i 1 Ors victs because they find no encouragement given to their first and honest endeav: com Mt © 
honest livelihood. ; 

to ge well an sae lam nenrrtad of the Legislature made a thor Reh thee eae 
pri i anishments to w! ‘ 7 of the treatment of the risoners—their food, the pt aves the wianlineas, cepert 

jected, and the general discipline of the institution; and i ved the true prineioles 
Jean t committee, “ that the government seem fo have discovers pects of the office 
: c ‘ i 3” that “the annual re F discipli ly them with success ; thy ; e officers 
or See ieee fully sustained by the examination 3” and that “ the Massachn. 
® 11s State Prison ranks as high as any prison in this country. + short allowance of 
oe The punishments at this prison consist of solitary conf mement, Hee cakeete ad 
‘ood, ipes, In regard to corporal punishment, a spel 1 
yond oe inctie with those of the people of this State, as shown in our, erimina code. 
Wa epee os it whenever it can be dispensed with—and it is never inflict di where 
eee hope of subduing the convict by mild means. But in ee ses it is una there is @ ver offender must be subdued thoroughly, and his fe ow uviets must 

know ie ‘or there will be au end of all discipline. ptt generally the mere. kno veda ° 1 au a . 
the power to inflict stripes, will r : r 

aa arte te comapitice were also satisfied that the prisoners are treated hu. unnt . 

me, ratifying to know, that the excellent discipline of the Prison is maintained by 
oral fia religious influence, rather than by corporal punishment at a time, which ne almost every prison of this kind, the convicts have put one dress 2 every Sanich 

is 1 i il it is worn out. Their under dress only ig " 
This se reared te us to be wrong. We have, perelore, made ayrangements for 

i i Jditions i hes, to be worn only on ath. ‘i hem with an additional suit of clot 8, t 
Pre ane to distinguish it, and prevent its being worn on other days, but, in othe 

it is the same as their common dress. | ; veTThe Tnspectors, Warden, Chaplain, aud Physician, are appointed py the Ey rernor, 
i i d consent of the council, an eir ¢ luring a 

Seth ye tied “The deputy warden and all other officers of the prison, ore appointed 
% “ho Warden ‘subject to the approval of the Inspectors, and bold their o i ices during 
the leasure of the Inspectors and Warden. If the Warden thin 8 any Chow ter 

ght to be removed, and the Inspectors shall not consent thereto, he a den ma 
apse: 1 to the governor and council, who, after reasonable notice to t he aspecte sa y 
make such removal, The board of Inspectors is required to visit ihe pris a once 8 

i it needful, and one of them must visi 
Fre ote oe tor the poems Ca her thi gs) of ascertaining if the officers are i ry week, for the purpose (among other thing ig ‘ ° 
«competent and faithful’ as ° penitentiary can prosper unless smnose officers, w ho are 

i ii rt a re faithfu 7 i he convicts during all their hours of labor, a 7 aud of an 
Sromaplary character. We must be cautious what examples we present for imitation 

om we would reform. . the 
ete tact that articles secretly sent from the prison had been sold io aeconnt of the 
convicts, and money, tobacco, letters, newspapers, etc., brought into re P Naoto wa 
use, led to the removal of certain officers who, it was supposed, mus! 

2 . . . wae 

izant of these violations of prison discipline. ; a 
one law of the Commonwealth provides, that if any pilices or Ca tony oat oy 

r i 10 be delivered, , i at the prison, shall deliver, or procure to_ ret mny 
2 ote eee, is shall conceal in or about the prison Pe Hicle, swith intent {hata 

1 i i t the knowledge an: n0 convict shall receive the same, without J g d r ‘nthe cont jell 
i ished by imprisonment in this prison. or y an inspector, he shall be punished by v x nar in 

me ite cabjoer Se he ve 2 ae oSibere “Jotomaination that, while we are this subject we have formed our 1 1 n¢ 
Inspacteny we will have no officer here of whose capacity or fidelity we have @ reason 

, t appoint anew to his office i r t r ¢ able doubt, or whom we would no ap) w to Pere net caret 
i 7 gh reputation it has, and we believ ij ' with the prison. We know the hig! p it we believe it enjoys it 

it it have been, or will be, omitted by us to m ntain it. rightfully. No exertions Pe vil maintain it. But we 
i e well know the trouble < must be sustained by all the officers. ’ KLOW rouble incident to these 

i ter in the investigation proved to the nitte removals. We felt it the last win ig Fee ee ote od 
“ got up” by means of anonymous newspaper ar . : 

officers and their ‘riends, and by anonymous letters proved to have gone from the sam 

on ov i i val: es the government duty of making removals expos go In every way, the exercise of the r ig ms fe government 
ti it i t be performed conscien’ iy to mach vexation. But it is a duty, and it must be p 1 y, 

firmly—for thereon depend the welfare and character of the institution, The power 

  

     
MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON, 175 

of removal rests where the law has placed it, and we hope in safe hands. The In- Spectors act under no influence in such cases but a desire to serve the institution. We are as desirous of having and retaining good officers here, as such persons can be of re- maining here. The judicious and humane exercise of this Power is, therefore, secured by our interest, daty, and feelings. 
Tt may be said, that subordinate officers should not be removed, without being in- formed of the accusations against them, and being permitted to defend themselves, The law requires nothing of the kind, bat directs immediate removal. are not cases for éria/, to determine the fact whether the accused officer convicted of the charges against him. The question is only, Warden have or have not entire confidence in the officer ; 

can be legally 
whether the Inspectors and 

unanimously decide against him, a trial could hot restore our confidence in him; and, of course, he would derive no benefit from it. So far as regards his reputation, it would in many cases materially injure him. Whatever might be the result of such a trial, it would give the accused no right to retain his office. tain his office for a moment. All hold their places during the pleasure of th lug power ;~and that tenure of office is destroyed if the right to remove at denied. 
There are other objections to the trial of a subordinate officer. The law supposes the charges against him to be exhibited to us by the Warden, and that he is the com- plainant.” Of course the Warden will never exhibit charges which must be investiga- ted by us, and may be examined by the executive department of the State, unless he has strong reasons to believe them true. If, on thorough inquiry, we concur in opinion with lim, and yet the accused is not removed, merely because he cannot be shown to be incapable or unfaithful by such plenary proofs as would insure his condemnation in a court of law, the Warden will feel that he is net sustained, and that he has an enemy instead of a supporter in every such officer. The effect of this would be to loosen the reins of discipline, diminish the influence and power of the Warden, and tempt him to overlook the offences and excuse the incapacity of officers, instead of notifying us of them promptly. It isa very serious objection, ‘that if the accused is not to be removed without trial, he must remain in performance of the duties of his office after we believe him unfit for it. His brother officers and the convicts in his department may, and probably will, know that his conduct is under investigation ; and while that coutinues he will have very little influence or power with them, and the institution will be sub- ject to all the consequences of his want of capacity and fidelity. If, tuo, one officer has a right to a trial, all have; and thus we may be compelled to retain a person in office for weeks or months, while his trial is in progress, even if we believe him guil of larceny, or any other indictable offence. Besides, the information against the accused ay come from other officers, for they are required to make known to the government everything they know or believe to be wrong. But their communications are made in confidence,” They are examined with care; other proofs are sought for, and our 

tion of the accused and his friends. Again, the first information ma: come from sey- eral convicts wholly separate from each other, employed in different epartments, and between whora there can be no concert or communication. If thia is stated to the ac cused, the convicts will be persuaded or terrified into a withdrawal or a contradiction of their statements, or they will be abused for having told the truth. Such things have occurred, and in this prison. 
ese are among the reasons which have led us, after much deliberation, and years of experience, to resolve in no case to inform an officer of the cause of his removal. He 3s told that the institution has no farther need of his services—and no more. This ecision is never made on slight grounds; and with such proofs as we exact, and after such examinations as we make, before ordering a removal, nothing could restore our confidence in an officer whom we hed unanimously decided to be unfit to remain here 
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He would ever afterward be a suspected man, and no such person ought to hold office 

here for one hour. JOHN R. ADAN, 
8. LELAND, 
CHARLES WELLS, 

t Inspectors. 

1837.—Wanrpven’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1, 1836, 278; whole 

number of convicts received into prison during the year ending 30th September, 1837, 

99: total,377. Discharged from prison during the year ending 30th September, 1837 : 

By expiration of sentence, 66; by remission of sentence, 14; by order of court, 1; 

died, 5: total, 86. Remaining in prison, September 30th, 1837, 29%. 

Ages of those in Prison, —Under 15 years, 1; 15 to 20, 17; 20 to 25, 66; 25 to 30, 

57430 to 35, 58; 35 to 40, 307 40 to 45, 18; 45 to 50, 175 50 to 55, 123 55 to 60, 53 

60 to 65, 5; 65 to 70, 25 3. 
Term of Nenfences.—1 year, 27; 1 year and 6 months, 1; 2 years, 44; 2 years and 

6 months, 2; 2 years and 9 months, 13 3 years, 52; 3 years and 1 month, 1; 4 years, 

35; 4 years and 6 months, 1; 5 years, 32; 5 years and 6 mouths, 1; 6 years, 15; 

6 years aud 6 months, 1; 7 years, 22; 8 years, 4; 9 years, 3; 10 years, 12; 11 years, 2; 

11 years and 6 months, 1; 12 years, 4; 14 years, 1; 15 years, 4; 17 years, i; 20 

years, 3; and during natural life, 21. 

Crimes.—Murder, punishment commuted, 2; manslaughter, 7; assault, with intent 

to murder, 8; robbery, 2; attempt to poison, 1; arson, 35 burglary, 17; attempt to 

commit a rape, 8; adultery, 6; polygamy, 1; bigamy, 3; passing, or having in posses- 

sion with intent to pass counterfeit money, 10; forgery, 195 receiving stolen goods, 2; 

obtaining goods by false pretences, 4; felonions assault, 2; malicious burning, 3; break- 

ing a house in the night time, 1 breaking a house in the daytime, 1; embezzlement 

and larceny, 1; attempt to steal, 1; shop breaking, 23 assault and battery, with i- 

tent to commit a larceny, 1; lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 1; common and notori- 

ous theft, 12: larceny, 174. 

Places of Nativity.—Maine, 16; New Hampshire, 26; Massachusetts, 120; Ver- 

mont, 10; Rhode Island, 9; Connecticut, 13; New York, 8; New Jersey, 1; Penn- 

sylvania, 6; Maryland, 33 Virginia, 3; Louisiana, 2; Missouri, 1; Ohio, 1; Florida, 1; 

District of Columbia, 1; British Provinces in North America, 8; Carthagena, 1; West 

Indies, 2; England, 14; Scotland, 2; Ireland, 38; France, 25 Germany, 3. 

Employment.—Stonecutters, 925 carpenters, 4; team hands, 93 tool grinders, 5; 

lack iths, 20; hi ith 3. st | tailors, 7; cabinetmakers, 40; 

upholsterers, 6 ; brushmakers, 26; hatters, 8; coopers, 5; tinmen, 5; cooking, wash- 

ing and baking, 14; waiters and messengers, 5; barbers, 2; sweepers in solitary 

rison, 3; wood sawyers and lampers, 5; invalids, on light Jabor, 5; superannuated, 1; 

in solitary confinement, 3; attendant in hospital, 1; patients in hospital, 9. 

Of those in prison, 17 are negroes and 7 are mulattoes. 

During the past year, 13 of the 99 convicts received, have been confined here on 

former convictions and sentences. 

A good and convenient brick workshop has been erected, and is now occupied by 

the convicts who labor in the brush, hat and coopering business, and is a building, 

which, for comfort, health and general adaptation to the wants of the establishment, 18 

a specimen of what is still needed on the sites of the old and inconvenient shops, con- 

structed long anterior to the period when improvements began to be introduced, to 

carry out the discipline almost universally adopted and practiced in all well-regulated 

State prisons of the country. 
The past season was selected, as a fit time to engage in more extensive repairs than 

usual, and which became necessary for safety, in consequence of the very decayed 

state of the wood-work forming the palisade and the plank walk on the external wall 

of the main yard; and also the picket fences, gates, and gate-posts of the front entrance 

yard. Substantial repairs and improvements have been made in this as well as in 

zome other parts of the establishment at considerable extra charge on the general ex- 

penses of the vison. All the labor performed was accomplished by the convicts, an 

js not included in the statement of expenditure. 

Disbursements.—Cash paid for provisions, $11,675 96; clothing, 4,515 14; hospital 

expenses, 612 31; fuel and other expenses, 2,027 41; prisoners discharged, 336 803 

officers’ salaries, 17,528 29; transportation of prisoners, 702 28; sales of sundry met- 
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chandize, 89 97; fixtures and tools, 2 ; i 
to greet new shop, 2,013 73: total. gi0sr3 we of real estate, 1,566 72; materiale 
11d OO, peek departm t ment, $19,864 ory labor, 14,771 84; fees of admittance, 

Joss, 1, : , ,499 50; bal f i : 
grand total, 40,278 14: balance, being deficit of expenditure over freon #778 . 

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jn, Warden. 

1837.—Cuapiain’s Report. 

| ihe subscriber asks leave to introduce a few facta, 
institution, in his intercourse i institution, and conversations w: 

ede umber of individuals who have been thus questioned, some of whom have si 
been di hare ir m1 prison, is three hundred and thirteen. These facts and rien, 
oe are ere vas they were stated P the writer, who presumes them to be, in eeneral, 

stantiall st. is not to be Ss i r sae act iaion of error. supposed, that, in all respects, they are free from 

Could read well when the i / e y came to prison, 243; could read bu 7 

rend only in easy lessons for children, 11; could not read at all 34 Poort 2 cond 84: di qd bot understand arithmetic sufficiently to keep accounts, 96; used not write, 

cs ng drinks, Saari and in many cases, habitual drinkers. but did not drink 
. : : ually intemperate, 190; use of intoxie: in: ii ; x t Y xicating di 

CT eaenecnal ecu Yaprisonment, 156 j state, that when children hey ee 8 
i et r by one or both their parents, 64; ’ i 

temperate, £8: left home before the age of 21 yeara, bor teh bene te arents out 
oe 151 ; left home without consent of parents, 70; had been addicted Consent 

pillering nen young, 465 in youth, commenced learning some regular basin petty 

trade, 187 3 did ‘hot continue in said business or trade the time agreed 64; hi ve 
be A parents iving. 973 have father only living, 34; have mother only. hi ing nee 

of I ° fat ier, by death, before they were at the age of 21 years 119 ; dep ived 
of mother, by death, before they were at the age of 2i years 68 nh ¥ i epee 
132; have wives now living, 102; have children living 0 ks eee married Ten tage waves ue 102; have ¢ nildren living, 101; whole number of childr , 

one Baa we at one child, 36; have only two children, 21; greatest numb of 
ghildven | longing agauy prisoner, 9 A number of prisoners who have brothers or sie: 
ue ng, » 286; who have brothers and sisters living 3 i sere ih b . v 0 and sisters living, 1,414; have liv 

2o1 pe, before coming fo prison, in habitual disregard and toluene of tee Sabbath, 
22); gambling, 65; have associated with le 23; forei 5 
whe could pet read. when they came to prison, 13; cole eae ea foreigners 
son en hey were first imprisoned, 17; owned some real estate when impri ed, 
feat nag { themselves worth $100 when they came to prison, 82; stat hat ibey 
ney ecelt imprisonment has prodaced a favorable effect on their minds 191 av whey 

© have attended the Sabbath school in prison : OF this number, 
there are, who think themselves benefited, and their Toads torproved 0. number, 

re ig but one conviet in prison, and he a forei, : , t : oreigner, Wi 
completed a course of education at any college or nies “tates, that he has ever 

S$ 2£ respects occupation or employment, ver: rrati: 

lie institudton, have been thoroughly bred to bustiess af any kind. | Much the seat 
eed tee have confined il to no one professi or vceapations ne here 

a i i i i c gage for the time being, in the business which appeared the most faviting of i" the 
The an, may often be found the farmer, the sailor, the shoemaker, the ma eto. 

forr 'y have been a kind of floating population, confined to no one pl: ‘ tong ank 
2 occupation. Place and to no unk =D? 

erent yt is true, have been regularly educated to business; but the number is not 
sre srowery many, have, in early life, engaged in some regular business or calling, with 
cra cepwed in-entior P foc ing themselves in it; but have pursued it only long 
fee beeo ere jotches. ‘With this, they claim often to belong to the regular 

prineigl y Lu © profession or calling, when, in fact, they hardly understand ita first 
aed coup fence, it will be goon, that men, regularly and thoroughly trained to any 
awi ling, but rarely become tenants of our pri i 
aries, But these remarks need not be protracted. Prisons and peniten- 

JARED CURTIS, Chaplain, Mam. 8. P. 

, elicited from the inmates of th 2 P e 
ith them during the summer and 
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1837.—Pnysictan’s Report. 
4 ing the i i ital of the prison, during jents admitted into the hospi son, during the 

me Ties goth Rentomber 1837, is 228. The aggregate mamber oF ‘ ays sid 
oo orn ne been 5, ‘fhe namber of invalids for y Bas Teal, 

mm the hospital has pees have died namely, on the 110 of ete mos Teal, Dariug the year, five ary consumption; on the 10th of January need as eae 
aged 46 yes on PO es the 1st of February, James Chipman, ne 8 soa Theal, aged 29 years, ption 3 on the 25th of June, Theadore enn nore, 88 ead Sy uf 
panacea x; op the 17th of July, Jonas Pierce, alias George + f hydrothorax; on t oe 

palmonary So mmontts of February, March, April, May, and J' ane, many of soey oroane 
es eT te ewer attended with sub-acute inflammation of q3 

cau ret iss of labor 10 the ne VILLTAM J, WALKER, Physician, Mass. 8. P. 

1838.—Insrrcrors’ Report. 

i ter number than bi twenty-five recommitments during the year, a greal ve been S 2 : th 

isbn tne soos fF pable pr Oi heat shovel nite such confinement and aut 
"Rona Popatitionl ile at the same time il Fe er aat ith f the offence, while at Ss i reformed 4 rom a repetition o! y : ota usefel mem 

a a ale oem Link on his discharge, an innocent, it a ‘The labors uf the the offender, hi institution anites these requisites in a grea Begree, The ee Logiste. 
chopla « i the Sabbath school which was sanctioned | ye mi, aot © to those, the pur. 
ture, are of i di asing usefulness; and if, see ee 

vellsclected books me ized, the Juspectors ku: ee rates ks might be authorized, w ot [+ ted books might k tors uo chase of 0 ee ee eee tine or instruction, that they wyould at Rr re vnentee derived 
Prout there i iveumstance which counteracts the its that might pe dorivee 

wn the diecipline sd i in promoting individual reformation. The convict 
oe ae id punishment in PI ig haractor. Tis fiends sham, a 

from the discipline va ty, and with a blasted character. Fiend shan, and 
eaves Pe avol rie What ishe to dot Solitude, meditation, moral on wel with a ngers avoid him. done their work, and the convict may return to ne or ate struction, he sity as well as the wickedness of his former cou Se, ani behind hie and 
nation to lead a v4 industrious life. The prison vind Tim ane 

Mo ad aati i bdued for want of objects, ie fds Hnwelf sta ted. Passions, subdue iis, become 
oe dee bes i Vant presses upon him, L 

he finds himself alone a See. cen mabd ned (or ue 

; cr situation dey i i: loyment, or comp: Seeger hie bene i ion deprives him of his employ: mpels him 
commence #iik ion by an act of deceit i seesce a he y and life of reformation by | it in order 

et circumstance sed that he adds anoth 
to conceal his history, and cc Jie of reformation Py: svar 

in i uch circumstances, eee et pe ee to obtaiu it, Under st peace ae we fo ee oe . pot 

to be done te pen rovide for the wel 
to the list of recommi cure an asylum, or p the. the ght to be done to pro y , sroeid be given by 
this clase of individ ide whether such assistance she wn 

e oentions oF the be ilanthropic, They cou is 
this class of individuals, . Doscvatentand stantiron They 

on ord eee Re fi their situation, cam 
State, or left to the exert ne duty to thoes een ee az 

qr they Ta act call he i f the public to the necessity 
however, feel they had " ay to Soee vio feo sa 

Ives, if they did not cal a ne Pie fo ne ne ; speak for themselves, f the discharged convict, an 8, i ine hope 
ns ro oo mach hes O deaf, the blind, and the hatin State whe h has been done for the deaf, | Sea 

Ct of aiding the wi desirous of turning 

that in a State where so mi Wing the wicked mac weken dosker ory 
i devised of aiding the ' r ns of turning 

ee ee ees and of encouraging and supporting him in kh m his , : ght, 

Jr., What i lewfal and rig a URLAN Dee * \s nspectors. 
SAMUEL GREELE, J 

1838.—Warpen’s Report. 

; whole ining in pri ber 1, 1837, 291; w icta remaining in prison, Octol D , 30, 1833, The whole rine received wate prison during me year ending senor 30 1838: 
Tid: total, 405. Di ison during the year ending ter oO 

eee pon Pree n 3 died, 6; suicide, 1; de 
314: total, 405. Disc! : ission of sentence, 21; died, 6; ete 

be orPiatiog of fame hs nora Remaining ia prison, September 30, 1838, in j yy orde: Ae 

  

   
MASSACHUSETTS sTATRE PRISON. 179 Ages of those in Prison.—Under 15 years, 1; 15 to 20, 10; 20 to 25, 64; 25 to 30, 

7; 30 to 35, 65; 35 to 40,23; 40 to 45, 22; 45 to 56, 18; 50 to 55, 12; 55 to 60, 4; 

60 to 65,6; 65 to 70,3: 75 and upwards, 2, Term of Sentenees.—For } ear, 28; 1 year and 6 months, 4; 2 years, 51; 2 years 
and 6 Months, 2; 9 years and 9 months, 1; 3 years, 45; 3 years and 4 months, 1; 4 
years, 32; 4 years and 1 month, 1; 

2353 7 years, 24; 3 years, 5; 

9 years, 4; 10 years, 13; 11 years, 3; 11 years and 6 months, 1; 12 years, 5; 14 years, 
1; 15 years, 3; 90 years, 3; during natural life, 18. Crimes.— Murder 35 arson, Ist degree, 25 arson, 2nd degree, 2; manslaughter, 73 
assault, with intent to kill, 6; attempt to commit a rape, 9; attempt to poison, 1; felo- 
nious assault, 2; robbery, 4; adultery, 7; lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 33 bar. 
gary; 16; attempt to commit a burglary, 1; malicious burning, 4; breaking @ house ia 
the night time, 3; breaking i i 1; entering a house in the night 
time, without breaking, 1 4; forgery, 18; passing, or having in pos. 
session with intent to pass, counterfeit mone 8} perjury; 1; fraud 1; escaped from 
the House of Correction in Sutfolk, 1; receiving stolen goods, 3; obtainj 
false pretences, 7 3 attempting to cheat and defraud, 1: embezzlement and larceny, 1; 
attempt to steal from the person, 1 i common and notorious theft, 18; larceny, 166, 

Place of Nativity.—Maine, 18; New Hampshire, 21; Massachusetts, 132; Vermont, 
12; Rhode Island, 11; Connecticut, 10; New York 13; Pew ryland, 
1; Virginia, 33; North Carolina, 1; Louisiana, 23 Missouri, 1; Florida, i; District of 
Columbia, 1; British Provinces in NY America, 6; West Indies, 1; 
England, 19; Scotland, 5; Treland, 29; France, 2; Germany, 1; ital 
Malta, 1. 
Employment —Stonecutters, 87; ca blacksmiths, ~~; whitesmiths, 5; shoemakers, 15: tailors, 5; cabinetmakers, 45; 0 

holsterers, 6 ; brashmakers, 35 + hatters, 5; coopers, 4; tinmen, 6; cooking, washing 
and baking, 13; waiters and messengers, 4; barbers, 3 ; sweepers in the solitary prison, 
23 wood Sawyers and lumpers, 4; invalids, 4; Superannuated, 1; deranged, 2: attend- 
ant in hospital, 1; patients in hospital, 10. 

rpenters, 3; team hands, 16; tool grinders, 4;   

are mulattoes. Of this number, 4 negroes 
and 4 rulattoes were received the past year, ot one dollar has been drawn from the tr easury of the Commonwealth, since 1832, 
10 meet the expenses of this Institutios Disbursements.—To 

cash paid for Provisions, $12,336 37; for clothing, 4,529 1] 3 for 
hospital expenses, 444 57; for fuel and other expenses, 3,722 96; to prisoners discharged, 
408 40; for officers’ salaries, 16,171 91; for transportation of prisoners, 757 90; for 

repairs of real estate, 525 90: total, $38,947 19, fueome.—By stone department, $93,695 46; by labor, 14,033 62; by fees of admit. 
tance, 886 25 ; by fixtures and tools, 276 24; by profit and loss, 183 49: total, $39,004 06. 

By balance, $56 94. 

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr., Warden.   
1838.—Cuaprain’s Report. It is gratifying to know, that many who have left the institution have been eatly 

improved in’ their character and habits, and are maintaining a respectable standing in 
society, 

The number of recommitments during the past year has been unusually large; 

almost double the average number for several suc essive years past. 
one hundred and eleven questioned, there were, who could read well when they 

came to prison, 86; could read, but 
i id enly in easy lessons for 

children, 3 3 could not read at all, 9; could ‘not wri i 
i 

‘ave been married, 60; Prison, had lived in habitual disregard and Pprofanation of the Sabbath, 
addicted to gambling, i e habit of companying with lewd women, 
dost both parents by death before the age of 21,11; 

e! the 

of 21, 4 
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It appears that of the one hundred and eleven persons questioned as aforesaid, only 

ye are found who, 
statements, did not, before coming to 

prison, indulge, to a greater oF less extent, in the use of intoxicating drinks. | 

Of the three hundred and fourteen examined the ye revious, but nineteen claimed 

to be men of strictly temperate habits, all the others acknowledging that they had 

been addicted, more or less, to the use of this deadly poison. . . 

In order, a3 accurately as possible, to ascertain the causes which led to the convie- 

tion of those who have been recommitted to the prison the past year, three questions 

have been proposed to each individual. 1st. As to the use of intoxicating d k. Qnd. As 

to the difficulty of getting employment. 8rd. As to any, previous arrangement with 

their fellow-prisoners to mect them after their discharge. The following are the results 

of the inquiries made :— . . a . 

No. 1. For many months was strictly temperate. No intoxicating drinks were to be 

obtained in the town where he lived; got along well. After a while he went into 

another town to live; went into a store where liquor was sold, was there urged to 

drink, and gave way to the temptation. After getting a taste, his old appetite returned, 

and it was this habit which led him to crime, and brought him pack to prison. 

Says he never found any difficulty when sober in ing profitable employment ; 

and that a want of employment had nothing to do with the commission of the offence 

which caused his recommitment. Had no arrangement with any prisoner to meet after 

discharge, nor had he any associate in the offence which he committed. | 

No. 2. After his discharge, drinked occasionally, and used a great deal of opium ; and 

ander the influence of opium and strong driuk committed his crime. Never found any 

difficulty in getting employment. Says he never made any arrangement with a fellow- 

prisoner, before leaving prison, to meet him for any purpose, nor was any one connected 

with him in his offence. 

No. 3. Drinked occasionally, and had it not been for liquor says be should not now 

be in prison. Found no difficulty in getting work. Made no arrangement with any 

visoner to meet after discharge, nor had he any associates with him in the crime which 

led to his recommitment. 
. 

No. 4. After leaving the prison, became intemperate. Used to get drunk on cider, 

and was under a cider excitement when he committed the crime of which he was 

convicted. Found employment without any serious difficulty, and was not tempted to 

gin from lack of employment. Never made any agreement while in prison, with any 

prisoner, to meet outside ; nor was any one connected with him in his offence. 

No. 5. Intemperance led him again to crime and to prison. Want of employment 

had no agency in getting him into trouble. No arrangement ever existed between him 

and any other prisoner to meet after they should be discharged, nor while at liberty 

was he concerned with any. 
. 

No. 6. Drinked to excess; and this was the leading cause of his running again into 

crime. Never found any such difficulty in obtaining employment as to tempt him to 

the commission of crime. Before discharge, no prisoner ever agreed to meet him, nor 

after discharge was any one concerned with him. . 

No. 7. Says he did not drink. Had employment ecough, and was not tempted to 

do wrong from lack of means to live. No understanding with any other convict to 

meet after discharge; neither did be company at all with any such. Says he is not 

legally guilty, and ought not to be here. 

‘No. 8. Owes his present unhappy condition to strong drink. Found employment 

enough without difficulty whenever he was in a condition to work. No arrangement 

was ever made to meet a fellow-prisoner outside; nor did he ever meet one for any 

unlawful purpose. 

No.9. The habit of drinking brought him again to prison. Never found any difficulty 

in getting business when he was sober. No arrangement made to meet any other pri 

oner after being set at liberty, nor was any one connected with him in his offence. 

No. 10. Was in the habit of drinking to excess, and committed the offence under the 

jnfluence of strong drink. Was not led to the commission of crime by any want of 

Never had any understanding with any prisoner to meet after discharg? 

rison; por was any one associated with him in his offence. . 

No. i1. Drinked hard ; drink brought him back to prison. Found no difficulty i 

getting honest employment. Was concerned with no one he had known in prison in 

the commission of crime; and never made any arrangement, while confined, with any 

one, to meet him for any purpose. 

No. 12. Drinked to excess, and but for this habit is confident he should not 20W be 

here, Found business enough outside to support him without resorting to crime- Had 
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no understanding with any prisoner, while in confinement, to meet after discharge; nor pl 7 1 i F4 ww ¥, = . 2 5 
vas any one he had known in prison associated with him in ‘is crime. , a r , 

No. 13. Drinked habitually ; and to this owes his recommitment. Never found any 
difficulty in getting profi ad f ying profitable emplo cane follecpriscner ab yment. Never made any arrangement for meeting, 

N 
ior was he connected with any in his offence. 

in 0. 14. vid strong drink freely, but not to intoxication. Does not think drink wa 
the envse of bie joing a8 he did. inet causes, rather than this, led him to commit the 

k fi g as never troubled to get hon ‘ ; ig. Wa est employ 
P rson was associated with him in his offence; nor did he ever agree wih yee tsonee 
<0 ject him after his discharge. greomwn HOY Prisoner 

Yo. 15. Drinked habitually and i v5 ase of hiv gotting pally m | intemperately ; although he cannot say that this was 
anse of his een K again. | Foond no difficulty in getting employment, and 

scharued | now wae anys nm arrangement with a prisoner to meet afie! 
a 2 uch person conc i im i i ich cestoned iin procont ny such p erned with him in the transaction which 

No. 16. Drinked occasional i i ) s ly, but in moderation, W: i ote nu . tion, as not led to cri 
of aun ong ok Although, at times, he found it difficult to get Sinplosment hada 
hee ie in Jeading him {9 crime. No understanding existed between him and any 

ve et outside, nor was an: i im i i 
tations of law of which he was convicted ¥ one concomed with him in any of the vio- 

No. 17. Was in liquor when he c it is cri _ No. 17 ‘ommitted his crime. Met with 
in Ending employment, and was not tempted to sin from this cause me NO. men 

g 2 ‘ween him and any other i Y ing 5 meiated menveen him nd any | prisoner in regard to meeting, nor was any one 

wht o 38 : becky drink brought him back to prison. Always found employment enough 
‘ at . gement for meeting outside was ev i i 
any prisoner, wor was he concerned with any one in his offence. or made by him with 

befen oT is man died soon after his recommitment. As he was not interrogated 
ee bis death, nothing can be stated as coming from himself. o8e 
No. 20. Was strictly temperate. Met with 1 am ( ite. with no trouble on the score of 

and of ‘course, cannot Plead this in excuse for his sin. Before leaving the. Poymer 
s u anding with a fellow-prisoner, who was to be di , 

same time with himself, to meet him in the city * for ony ante fal portote They did meet, bat . im in the city, but not for any unlawful pur 
soon separ: ve i Ye’ was aney did meet, bo parated, and he afterwards saw him no more. He was 

No. 21. He drinked_ habitual. i icati . . ly, but not to intoxication. Says he was not guil 
the pllence of which he was convicted. Could always find yemployment Shee te 

i - eaving pris i i Nished it ee g prison, made no arrangement with any prisoner to meet him 

No. 22. Owes his downfall and ret i i olny e 2 | return to prison to strong drink. Foun - 
2 ny mene at his trade without difficulty, and did not sin “from any eee Noo 
enten ‘0 any arrangement with any prisoner before his discharge to meet afte! 
ards, nor was an, e concerned with him in his offence ° * 

. 23. Drinked occasionally, but not to intoxication. “ s i ; ~ bu 3 . ays he is not gui’ 
ma a te be here. Found business enough while out, and worked well, Newee 
had ¢ i uding with any prisoner to meet him w : J 
nection, with any during the time he was at liberty. hen at large, and had no con- 
ame aa fully did aeivk drink, and got along well. After a while, was urged to 

: and got rum crazy. That v ig i 
and stole. The next day was aj % Whar sent’ beck hore agen . . vas apprehended, and tes ad aie ores y PP! , and soon after sent back here agi 
: prison found work enough without troubl . i rex stead beet Prison found ut trouble. No understanding ever ex- 

Y r a y other prisoner to meet ir di was 
cue concerned with him in the offence he commited their discharge, nor uy 

Nos mployeent. bebe at all in the use of intoxicating drinks. Was never troubled 
; ecause he neither wished for it i 

snight have found regular em 2 an tite petite bis dinchores, 0 ployment, had he made an effort. fe is di 
had an understanding with one or two i Te tore tn teave the prion ne d 1 ig) 1 or two other prisoners, who were to leave the pri 
ine ethene {ime with pimselt, to meet after their discharge, for the purpose Ect. 
ing toget A mmission of crime. They did meet, i : 

and aid a the crimes which brought him back to prison. 7 and he had their company i . 
digo iy no ae we for the perfect accuracy of the statements made by these 

. ance with these men, and the k. led, i ae : it an know e I have it 
gard to most of them, lead me to believe that they do not vary materially from the 

ischarged convicts sometimes meet with very serious difficulties in find-  
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ing suitable employment, and from this cause are induced to resort to unlawful means 

for the supply of their necessary wants. But this is by no means the cause which usu- 

ally leads them to the commission of crime. . . . 

In regard to those recommitted the past year, if their statements are to be credited, 

no one was led to the commission of crime from any insuperable difficulty in finding 

lawful employment. 
. i. 

Again: it is not maintained that it is an uncommon thing for those who commit crime 

to have associates in their guilt. The reverse is the fact. After all, it is unquestiona~ 

bly true, that much the greater proportion of those who commit offences punishable 

by the statute, have no immediate associates, and act without any concert with others, 

ircumstances and temptations may prompt. 

ae cio ean ” ve YARED CURTIS, Chaplain, Mass. 8. P. 

1838.—-Puysician’s Report. 

The number of patients admitted to the hospital of this institution during the year 

ending 30th September, 1838, has been 218. The aggregate number of days’ resi- 

dence in the hospital has been 3,288. To this should be ‘added 412 days abated to in- 

dividuals, and 1,076 days of light labor. , 

Seven have died, namely, three of pulmonary consumption, one by suicide, one of 

pneumonia, two at 69 and 78 years of age—these may be said to have died of old age, 

having no marked disease upon them at the time of death. . 

During the year, one man has, in the estimation of the Physician, become insane. 

Three of the seven deaths have been of palmonary consumption. Gut of twenty- 

three deaths which have occurred during the last five years, ten have been of this com- 

plaint. The Physician has not been able to trace this complaint to any discipline or 

employment of the prison. Among the causes most likely to produce consumption it 

those predisposed, none are more powerful than a dissipated and profligate course of 

life, a despondent state of mind, and close and protracted confinement. Let us then 

compare the ten deaths above referred to with these observations. First, we find by 

the prison records, that one of these ten had been confined 1 year and 9 months; one, 

; one, 2 years and 9 months; one, 3 years; one, 4 years and 4 months; one. 

5 years; one, 10 years and 4 months; one, 13 years and 6 months; one, 14 years and 

5 months; aud one, 24 years and 2 months. ‘Again: of this number, three were on 

their first commitment, four on their second, two on their third, aud one on his fifth. 

Again: three of this number entered the prison with the disease fixed upo them, 

while a careful examination of the list of pardons for the time above alluded te, 

warrants ure in saying, that no one has received the executive clemency during this 

time, who was sick of consumption or any other disease threatening his life. 

WILLIAM J. WALKER, Physician, Mass. 8. P. 

1839.—Warpen’s Report. 

‘The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1st, 1838, 302; recom 

mitted from the jail in Boston, 1; whole number of convicts received into prison dur 

ing the year ending 30th September, 1839, 104: total, 407. Discharged from prison 

during the year ending 30th September, 1839: By expiration of sentence, 77; by re 

mission of sentence, 7; died, 5: total, 89. Remaining in prison, September 30th, 

1839, 318. 
Ages of those in Prison.—15 to 20 years, 11; 20 to 25, 60; 25 to 30, 66; 30 to 35, 

62; 35 to 40, 41; 40 to 45, 29; 45 to 50,24; 50 to 55,73; 55 to 60, 6; 60 to 65,73 

65 to 70, 3; 75 to 80, 2. 
Term of Sentences.—1 year, 23; 1 year and 3 months, 1; 1 year and 6 months, 7 + 

2 years, 52; 2 years and 3 months, 1; 2 years and 6 months, 3; 3 years, 53; 3 years 

and 3 months, 2; 3 years and 6 months, 2; 4 yeas, 36; 5 years, 34; 6 years, 18; 

7 years, 28; 7 years and 5 mouths, 1; 8 years, 6; 9 years, 4; 10 years, 414; 11 years, 

2/11 years and 8 months, 1; 12 years, 5; 13 years, 1; 14 years, 2; 15 years, 33 20 

years, 3; during natural life, 16. 

Crimes.—Murder, 3; arson, Ist degree, 2; arson, Qnd degree, 23 manslaughter, 8+ 

assault, with intent to kill,6; attempt to commit a rape, 9; attempt to poison, 1; felo- 

nions assault, 2; robbery, 5; burglary, 14; attempt to commit a burglary, 1; adul- 

tery, 8; lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 1; open and gross lewdness, 1; polygamy. 2+ 
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malicious burning, 2; breaking and enteri i natici o . 1 . ring a dwelling-house, 5; entering a house i 
' 4 night time, without breaking, with intent to steal, 2: shop. breaking £ 3 * preaking 
tnd entering a warkshop in ihe, house of correction, in Suffolk County, in the night 
‘ime, ealing therefrom, 1; forgery, 14; passing, or having i i ith i 
tent to pass, counterfeit money, 10; counterfeiti ne ing ioolk for maki with te nt t 2 ing, and having tools for maki 
Jerfeit money, 1; attempting to mak di Ki molt in, Lt ‘ _ atte ig ea tool or die, for making counterfeit coi a die, oin, 1; 
periary, te escaping from the house of correction in Suffolk County, 1; receiving 
# olen geo ls, 4; obtaining goods by false pretences, 7; attempting to cheat av © 
frond a conveying tools into jail with intent to facilitate the escape of prisoners, 1; 

nberz lement and jarceny, 2; common and notorious theft, 23; larceny, 172. _™ 
. ‘aces F Nativity.— Maine, 24; New Hampshire, 31; Massachusetts, 123; Ver 
moat, 13 ‘ pihode Island, 8; Connecticut, 11; New York, 17; New Jersey, 1; Penn 
svivania, 13; Maryland, 1; Virginia, 4; North Carolina, 1; Louisiana, 1 ; ‘Missouri : 
tlorida, 1; District of Columbia, 1; British Provinces in North America, 4 ; West in 

; Germany, 2; Italy, 1; Sweden, 2; Norwa: , 2 y, 1; Portugal, 1. 
paiement —Stonecutters, 835 carpenters, 33 team hands, 16; tool grinders, 4; 

c 20; Ww 8, 55 ! 20; tailors, 6; cabinetmal up. 
holsterers. 15; brushmakers, 38; hatters, 8; coopers, 4 : tinmen, a5 ames wake 

Zs ste, 14; waiters and messengers, 5, barbers, 2; sweepers in solitary prison, 2; 
Wood sawyers and Jampers, 3; invalids, 3; superannuated, 1; deranged, 2; in cella, 

serv: . * . : a - > 

in hospital ~ ion, 3; in cell, under punishment, 1; attendant in hospital, 1; patients 

of the 318 convicts in this prison, 19 are negroes and 8 are mulattoes. 
hose received the last year, 40 were convicted at Boston; 9 at Concord ; 

Cambridge ; 1 at Salem; 4 at Ipswich; 2 at Newburyport; 2 at Woreestor : fat 
Northampton; 8 at Springfield; 1 at Greenfield; 7 at Lenox; 2 at Plymouth; 6 at 
New Bedford: 9 at Taunton; and 5 at Dedham. , 

tappears the number of commitments are 10, and that of i i € recommitments 15, J 
than during the year 838. The whole number of convicts, however, is greater by 16 

e e close of that year. e i i i inci y Hone eich oso of that es. increase is occasioned, principally, by the few par- 

There have been no commotions nor tumults, nor i i t any occasion for extraordinary 
punishments on the contrary, good order, industry, anda general observance of the 
wholesome rules and regulations, established for the government and discipline of the 
institution, have een maintained. Still, there have, occasionally, been refractory sub- 
jects, who, disregarding uot only their own comfort, the repeated admonitions of the 
officers. but also the frequent exhortations of the Rev. Chaplain, are so stubborn and 
s -willed, as to render a resort to coercive measures absolutely necessary to reduce 
hem to submission, and to sustain the discipline and good order of the institution. But 

when punishment is resorted to, it is never carried to an extreme; the entire submis- 
sion of the offender is the rule of graduation in most cases. A sound discretion is ever 

exercised in regard to punishments, and instead of going beyond, it is invariably our 
practice to keep within the dictates of an enlightened humanity. 

After meeting all the expenses of the institution, there has been an excess of income 
over the expenditures, amounting to $4,633 27. 

ishursements.—Cash paid for provisions, $14,031 74; for i is 08 clothing, 3,501 01; for 
hospital expenses, 272 17; for fuel, and other expenses, 3,060 07; ‘to prisoners dis. 
sayrged, 344 50: for officers’ salaries, 15,948 46; for transportation of prisoners, 
‘noes for repairs of real estate, 440 70; to balance, being profits, 4,633 27: total, 

iIncome.—By stone department, $22,629 43; by k i : + $22,626 ; by labor, 18,919 30; by fees of admit- 
tance, 1,158 50; by fixtures and tools, 63 99; by profit and toss, 214 10; by rents, 

00: total, $43,225 32. By balance, being profit, $4,633 27. 
CHARLES LINCOLN, Jx., Warden. 

1839.—Cuapiain’s Report. 

wit 104 individuals, 103 have been minutely questioned on various topics connected 
wa their previous history. The remaining individual is, apparently, laboring under 

legree of mental alienation, and for this reason, no statement waa taken from him. 
This man is one of ii vi i the number recommitted, and was, when before in ii i ‘taation ’ + befor the prison, in the  
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rd to the 103 persons questioned aa above: 83 can read quite well; 73 can 

boll read and write; a can read, write, and cypher; 10 can read put poorly, and 10 

cannot read at all; 5 of whom are colored persons. OF the whole number, 53 were 

habitually intemperate ; 44 were occasional, and in many cases, habitual drinkers, but 

did not drink to intoxication; 6 were strictly temperate ; 44 left home in early life, to 

be instructed in some business or trade; 24 of this number did not serve out the time 

agreed on; 46 bave been married; 25 have children living; 15 have been gamblers; 

47 have, to a greater or less extent, companied with lewd women; 74 have lived in 

habitual violation of the sanctity of the Sabbath; 25 had lost father before the age of 

21; 12 had lost mother before the age of 21; 12 had lost both parents before the age 

of 2 

of “the number recommmitted, omitting the individual already mentioned as being 

partially deranged, 7 were habitually intemperate; 1 was an occasional drinker, an 

1 was strictly temperate. ; . . . . b 
‘All affirm, that previously to their leaving the prison, no understanding existed be- 

tween them and any other prisoners to meet after their discharge. 
One states, that when he committed his offence, he had an accomplice whom he bad 

known while in prison—with whom he accidentally met a number cf months after his 

discharge. . . . hoy 

Eight of this number state, that they found no great difficulty in procuring employ- 
ment, and were not led to the commission of crime from any lack of honest employment. 

One, a man of very weak mind, states that he could not get employment, and in his 
discouragement committed the larceny which brought him back to prison. 

This man, before the commission of his offence, called at the prison, and requested to 
be admitted and furnished with employment and a home. b iti | meets 

Of the 104 received the past year, only 29 were native born citizens af Massachusetts. 
Past yeas, only JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 

1839.—Puyvsician’s Report. 

The number of patients admitted to the hospital of this institution, during the year 
ending 30th September, 1839, is 112. The aggregate number of days’ residence in the 

hospital is 1,788. To which should be added 223 invalids, each for a day, and 286 
days light labor. . 

During the year 5 have died, namely: June 21st, Thomas Whitney, aged 32 years, 
of pulmonary consumption; June 30th, Ebenezer Carr, aged 63 years, of ossitication 
of the arteries; August 2nd, John Hefferin, aged 32 years. of cacheccey; August 19th, 
John Thompson, aged 56 years, of pulmonary consumption ; September 17th, John 
Nourse, aged. 32 years, of typhus fever. . . . 

Three of the above convicts were sick of the diseases of which they died, on their 
ission to the prison, and had performed little or no labor. . 

aduniesion to p ® WILLIAM J. WALKER, Physician. 

1840.—Warven’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1, 1839, 318; whole 

number of convicts received into prison during the year ending September 30, 1840, 

103: total, 421. Discharged from prison during the year ending September 30, 1840, 

by expiration of sentence, 83; by pardon or rene ion of sentence, 14; died, 2: total, 
. Remaining in prison, September 30, 2 
on of those in prison — Prot 15 to 20 years, 11; 20 to 25, 563 25 ta 30, 793 30 to 

35, 60; 35 to 40,43; 40 to 45, 30; 45 to 50,22; 50 to 55,73 55 to 60, 4; 60 to 65, 43 
65 to 70, 4; 70 to 75, 1; 80 and over, 1 ; 

Term of Sentences.—1 year, 20; 1 year and 3 mouths,2; 1 year and 6 months, 93 

2 years, 54; 2 years and 3 months, 1; 2 years and 6 months, 6; 3 years, 53; 3 years 

and 3 months, 2; 3 years and 5 months, 1, % years and 6 months, 2; 4 years, 323 9 

years, 33; 6 years, 18; 6 years and 6 months, 2; 7 years, 28; 7 years and 6 months, 13 

8 years, 6; 9 years, 5; 10 years, 15; 11 years 3; 11 years and 6 months, 1; 12 years, 

5; 13 years, 1; 14 years, 2; 15 years, 3; 20 years, 3; during natura! life, 14. | t 
Crimes.-—Murder, punishment commuted, 3; manslaughter, 7 ; assault, with inten 

to murder, 6; felonious assault, 1; robbery. 5; attempt to poison, 1; arson, first, de- 
gree, punishment commuted, 2; arson, second legree, 2; malicious burning, 4; a 

glary, 13; breaking and entering a dwelling-house, 4; shop breaking, 5; breaking an 
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entering the Granite Bank, 1; breaking and entering a workshop in the House of Cor- 
rection in Suffolk county, in the night time, and stealing therefrom, 1; passing, or hav- 
ing in possession with intent to pass, counterfeit money, 10; counterfeiting, and having 
tools for making counterfeit money, 1; attempting to make a tool or die for making 
counterfeit coin, 1; forgery and perjury, 1; perjury, 1; obtaining goods by false pre- 
tences, 3; receiving stolen goods, 4; embezzlement and larceny, 2; common and no 
torious theft, 21; larceny, 176; attempt to commit a rape, 9; polygamy, 2; adultery, 
10; lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 3; open and gross lewdness, 1; kidnapping, 1; 
escaping from the Honse of Correction in Suffolk county, 3; conveying tools into jail 
with intent to facilitate the escape of prisoners, 2; forge 5 

Places of Nativity.—Maine, 22; New Hampshire, 26; Massachusetts, 127; Ver 
mont, 16; Rhode Island, 7: Connecticut, 10; New York, 20; New Jersey, 2; Penn 
sylvania, 11; Maryland, 3; Virginia, 3; North Carolina, 2; Missouri, 1; Indiana, 1; 
Florida, 1; District of Columbia, 1; British Provinces in North America, 5; Carthage- 
na, 1; England, 20; Scotland, 4; Ireland, 29; France, 2; Italy, 1; Germany, 2; 
Sweden, 2; Portugal, 1; Switzerland, 1; Poland, 1. 

Em ployment.—Stonecutters, 87 ; carpenters, 2; team hands, 20; tool grinders, 5; 
blacksmiths, 20; whitesmiths, 5; st : 23; tailors, 5; cabinetmakers, 46; up- 
holsterers, 15; brushmakers, 29; hatters, 9; cnopers, 4; tinmen, 5; cooking and wash- 
ing, 12; waiters and messengers, 4; barbers, 2; sweepers in solitary prison, 2; wood 
sawyers and lumpers, 4: invalids, 5; deranged, 5; in solitary, under sentence, 2; pa- 
tients in hospital, 10; attendant in hospital, 1. 

OF the 322 convicts in this prison, 20 are negroes and 13 are mulattees. Of the 103 
convicts received the past year, 18 have been previously confined in this prison. 

The old method of punishment, by solitary confinement, on a diet of bread and water, 
has again been tested, and found to answer no better purpose in subduing stubborn 
affenders than was accomplished by it in the earlier years of this establishment; some 
other and more effectual means became necessary to maintain order and to secure 
prompt obedience. To avoid, therefore, if possible, the necessity of again resorting to 
corporal punishment, the ‘shower bath” has been introduced, and is now in a course 
of experiment. At present, it seems to answer, to a good degree, our wishes and an- 
ticipations; but it ts, at least, doubtful, if it proves sufficiently effective to restrain the 
old and hardened offender; and it is most probable that cases will arise which will 

render it necessary to inflict a moderate amount of corporal chastisement; a mode of 
punishment which seldom fails of producing the most decisive and salutary results. 

There are, in confinement, several convicts, who are either deranged, or so far defi- 
cient with respect to their mental faculties, as to render it very difficult, if not actually 
impossible, to keep them under the restraints required by a rigid discipline. They are 
a constant tax upon the institution; for if they are put to labor, their earnings amount 
to little or nothing; and several are in a condition which renders them very unsafe per- 
sons to be at large in the yard. For the latter class, we have no suitable accommoda- 
tions; consequently, they are very likely to be made worse, rather than improved in 
mind, by a continuance in this place. It may not be improper to remark, that of the 
five convicts who are suffering under the effect of deranged intellects, to an extent 
which requires them to be kept in close confinement, but one of the number became 
reduced to this situation since his commitment to this place. The others were de- 
ranged before they came here. 

The following schedule of disbursements and income shows, after all the debts are 
paid, that there has been a small deficit of income necessary to meet the expenditures 

of the year, amounting to $179 43. 
Disbursements.—To cash paid for provisions, $12,803 65; for clothing, 2,988 17; for 

hospital expenses, 271 63; for fuel, and other expenses, 2,518 01; to prisoners dis- 
charged, 386 12; to officers, for salaries, 15,950 00; for transportation of prisoners, 
885 55; for repairs of real estate, 404 39; profit and loss, 444 01; to bills chargeable 
to the stone department, not yet due, 4,237 79: total, $40.889 32. 

JIncome.—By stone department, $21,348 36; labor, 18,171 91; fees of admittance, 
1,092 01; fixtures and tools, 97 61; balance, being a deficit, 179 43: total, $40,889 32. 

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr., Warden. 

1840.—Cuapain’s Report. 

Results, as encouraging and happy, have been witnessed, as the fruits of religious 
and moral culture, during the past year, as in almost any preceding one, since the 
present organization of the institution has exis! 

38  
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There will always be some, whom no kind offices can move, and whose minds can- 
not be reached by any influences which can be brought to bear upon them. But in 
very many instances, an affectionate attention to their wants, sympathy in their afflic- 
tions, advice and counsel, faithfully and affectionately given, suited to their condition, 
and religious instruction in conversation, and the more public exercises of the Sabbath 
school and the sanctuary, produce, habitually, a very salutary effect. The heart is sof- 
tened, the passions are brought under control, serious and salutary reflection induced, 
and resolutions of amendment formed and strengthened. 

JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 

1840.—Puysician’s Report. 

The number of patients admitted to the hospital of this institution during the year 
ending 30th September, 1840, is 136. The aggregate number of days’ residence in 
the hospital is 2,314. To this number should be added 385 invalids for a day, and 310 
days of light labor. . . . . 

During the year, 2 have died, namely, April 5th, Joseph Francis, aged 33 years, of 
bydrothorax; May 20th, John Saunders, aged 26 years, of pulmonary consumption. 

If we take the whole number of deaths for seven years, and compare it with the 
average number of convicts for the same time, we shall find the mortality to be as one 
to sixty-eight and two-fifths. A very favorable result, especially if we consider that, 
during the above time, no one has received the executive clemency who was at the 
time sick of any disease threatening his life. . ' . 

During the past year,a general vaccination has been practiced in prison. Of the 
whole number inoculated, (304,) forty-one only had the disease going through all its 
stages in a regular manner. And no one whe had previously received vaccination or 
small-pox was of this number. From the above data, we learn that only about one in 
seven were unprotected from small-pox, and, as I believe, that a single vaccination is 
as good a guarantee against small-pox as can be afforded by any number of inoculations. 

WILLIAM J. WALKER, Physician. 

1841.—Inspectors’ Report. 

The Inspectors have, during the past year, regularly visited the prison, and minutely 
examined every part of it, and the condition, treatment, and employment of the pris- 
oners; and they have also inspected the journals of daily occurrences, and all the con- 
cerns of the prison, as often as the law requires. . . 

The discipline of the prison has been effectually preserved without resort to stripes, 
(except in a very few inatances,) by the use of mild punishments. The prisoners are 

fficiently fed with whol food, fortably clothed, and treated with humanity 
and mildness. . . 

More space within the walls is very desirable, but this cannot be obtained without 
great expense. The enlargement, however, of some of the workshops, is practicable, 

very desirable for the health and comfort of the prisoners. 
WILLIAM MINOT, 
SAMUEL GREELE, } Inspectors. 
BRADFORD SUMNER, 

1841.—Warpen’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, September 30, 1840, was 322; 
whole number of convicts received into prison during the year ending September 30, 
1841, 131: total, 453. . . 

Discharged from priaon during the year ending September 30, 1841, by expiration 
of sentence, 86; by pardon or remission of sentence, 26; by order of court, 2; died, 8+ 
total, 122. Remaining in prison, September 30, 1841, 331. 

Ages of those in Prison. —15 to 20 years, 21; 20 to 25, 66; 25 to 30, 58; 30 to 35, 
72; 35 10 40, 38; 40 to 45,27; 45 to 50, 21; 50 to 55 years, 14; 55 to 60, 6; 60 to 
65. 4; 65 to 70, 2; 70 to 75, 1; 80 and over, 1: total, 331. 
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Term of Sentences.—1 year, 51; 1 year and 3 months, 3; 1 year and 6 months, 4; 
2 years, 48; 2 years and 1 month, 1; 2 years and 3 months, 1; 2 years and 6 months, 
3; 3 years, 48; 3 years and 3 months, 1; 3 years and 5 months, 1; 4 years, 32; 4 
years and 6 months, 1; 5 years, 37; 6 years, 13; 6 years and 5 months, 1; 6 years 
and 6 months, 1; 7 years, 22; 7 years and 5 months,1; 8 years,5; 9 years, 4; 10 

years, 20; 11 years, 3; 11 years and 6 months, 1; 12 years, 5; 14 years, 2; 15 years, 

4; 17 years, 1; 20 years, 3; 35 years, 1; during natural life, 13. 
Crimes.—-Murder, punist 1,35 Jaughter, 6; assault, with intent to 

murder, 9; felonious assault, 2; highway robbery, first degree, 1; second, 9; arson, 
first degree, 2; arson, second degree, 2; malicious burning, 4; malicious mischief, 2 ; 
burglary, 16; breaking and entering a dwelling-house, 4; breaking and entering the 
Granite Bank, 1; forgery, 10; passing, or having in possession with intent to pass, 
counterfeit money, 6; counterfeiting, and having tools for making counterfeit money, 
1; perjury and forgery, 1; cheating, by false pretences, 5; receiving stolen goods, 2; 
embezzlement aad larceny, 1; attempt to commit a larceny in a dwelling-house, 1; 
breaking and entering a workshop in the house of correction in Suffolk county, in the 
night time, and stealing therefrom, 1; larceny, 190; common and notorious theft, 28; 
attempt to commit a rape, 9; polygamy, 1; incest, 1; adultery, 7; lewd and lascivious 
cohabitation, 3; kidnapping, 1; escaping from the house of correction in Suffolk 
county, 2. 

States and countries of which they are natives.—Maine, 24; New Hampshire, 26 ; 
Massachusetts 126; Vermont, 21; Rhode Island, 13; Connecticut, 15; New York, 22; 
New Jersey, 1; Pennsylvania, 7; Maryland, 5; Virginia, 2; North Carolina, 2; Mis- 
souri, 1; Indiana, 1; Florida, 1; Carthagena, 1; England, 21; Scotland, 3; Ireland, 
26; France, 3; Italy, 1; Canada, 1; Germany, 3; Poland, 1; Sweden, 1; Switzer- 
land, 1; Malta, 1; Portugal, 1. 

Employment .—Stonecutters, 93; carpenters, 2; team hands, 14; tool grinders, 4; 
blacksmiths, 23; whitesmiths, 3; shoemakers, 19; tailors, 6; cabinetmakers, 52; up- 
holsterers, 19; brushmakers, 33; hatters, 10; coopers, 5; tinmen,7; cooking and 
washing, 14; waiters and messengers, 4; barbers. 2; sweepers in solitary prison, 3; 
wood sawyers and lumpers, 5; invalids, 2; in cells, deranged, 3; in solitary confine- 
meut, 3; in solitary punishment, 1; attendants in hospital, 2; patients in hospital, 2. 

Of the 331 convicts in this prison, 22 are negroes and 14 are mulattoes. 
Of the 131 convicts received the past year, 16 have been previously confined in this 

prison. 
_ The number of commitments during the past year exceeds that of any preceding year 
in the history of this institution, excepting the years 1817 and 1818, a period when the 
State of Maine formed a part of this Commonwealth. 
_ A very large proportion of all the convicts annually received have had no experience 
in the mechanical trades carried on in this prison, and from their previous habits and. 
pursuits in lite, it is very evident that most of them have but Kittle, if any inclination to 
engage in such employments. 
Dishursements—Cash paid for provisions, $11,050 35; clothing, 3,996 78; hospital 

expenses, 297 41; fuel and other expenses, 2,862 85; prisoners discharged, 424 00; 
officers’ salaries, 15,947 75; transportation of prisoners, 1,304 40; repairs of real estate, 
385 53; profit and loss account, 587 05: total, $36,856 12. 

Income.—Stone department, $16,573 49; labor department, 18,085 96; fees of ad- 
mittance, 1,180 75: total, $35,840 20. Balance, being a deficit of earnings to meet the 
expenses, $1,015 92. CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr., Warden. 

1841.—Cuapiain’s Report. 

A new, and it is believed much improved organization has recently taken place in 
the Sunday school, by which competent teachers have been secured to take charge of the 
several classes, steadily and for the season. By this arrangement a change from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath is avoided. The teachers will now become acquainted with the mem- 
bers of their classes—know better than they otherwise could how to adapt their in- 
structions to their capacities and wants, and be made to feel a deep interest in the spir- 
itual and moral improvement of those intrusted to their charge, while, at the same time, 
the members of these classes become strongly attached to those whose Christian benev- 
volence brings them from Sabbath to Sabbath to their prison-house, in performance of 
their labor of love and compassion. The appearance of the school has never exhibited 
80 muuch of cheering promise as at the present time.  
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It will doubtless be gratifying to your excellency amd honors to learn, that very many 
who have been discharged from this institution in years past, are now sober, industrious, 
and respectable members of the community, and some in regular and good standing in 
our Christian churches; and it is thought, that of those who have been discharged the 
past year, a greater number than usual seemed honestly and resolutely determined, 
with the help of God, to live lives of sobriety, industry, and virtue. . 

It is highly important with this unhappy class of men, when they shall be discharged 
from their confinement, and shall manifest a disposition to make amends for the past— 
shall be seeking for employment and manifest a desire to regain a reputable standing in 
society, be taken by the hand, and by all appropriate acts of kindness, be patronized 
and encouraged to persevere m the ways of well-doing. Let them not, by frowns and 
chilling repulses, be disheartened, and from unkind treatment be forced to draw the 
conclusion that they are doomed to be outcasts, and thus driven in despair back upon 
their former vicious and ruinous courses of lite. There is a wonderful charm in Chris- 
tian sympathy and _kinduess, to win back tu virtue the wayward and the wandering. 
A kind hand extended, a look of compassion, or a smile of approval and encouragement, 
will do more to allure to, and secure in, the path of virtue and peace, than all the frowns 
and rebuffs and reproachful epithets with which some may be disposed 10 treat them. 

The whole number of prisoners received this year is 131, only 55 of whom were na- 
tives of this Commonwealth. 

To the length of sentences to hard labor in the State prison, where such sentences 
are for a term of years, and not fur life, the undersigned has given much thought, and 
has studied to come to a correct conclusion in regard to it. He has carefully watched 
the operation of confinement and wholesome discipline on the minds and hearts of those 
subjected to their influence, as the term of their sentences has progressed, and he is 
tree to say, that the conviction has been strengthening in his mind, from year to year, 
that many of the sevtences are unnecessarily and injuriously severe. It is believed 
that the cause of humanity would be subserved, and the authority of the laws at the 
same time maintained, by a very material change in most, or even all, the longer sen- 
tences, for a term of years, as at present established by our criminal statutes. 

Correct principles of prison discipline aim to reform as well as punish the offender. 
When discharged from his confinement, they would send him back into society with a 
renovated character, prepared to bless his friends and the community of which he 
may be a member; and while our laws should be sa framed as to be “a terror to 
evil-doers,” they should never lose sight of ultimate benefit and the best practical re- 
sults, to all those whom they may subject to penitentiary discipline. The undersigned 
cherishes a confident belief that it is neither the duration nor the severity of punish- 
ment, to which we are to look for thoze results which are designed to be produced by 
our present improved system of prison discipline, but rather to its nature or kind, and 

@ manner of its infliction. He is furthermore satisfied, from long and careful obser- 
vation, that in a great majority of instances, whatever may be the length of the sen+ 
tence to which the convict is subjected, where a hopeful reformation or change of char- 
acter takes place, the work is accomplished in a comparatively short period of time 
after his commitment to the prison. If the first two or three years pass away without 
any sensible and hopeful transformation of character, the anticipations of the future are 
always painful. It is true there are occasional exceptions, but they are comparatively 
few. By long confinement the mind becomes accustomed to its condition, and ordi- 
uarily becomes more and more insensible, and consequently less and less impressible, 
whatever means or motives may be applied to waken its sensibilities or move it to 
penitence. 5 

In connection with these remarks, the undersigned would suggest, whether the 
penalties of 20, 14, 10,7 and 5 years, may not, wisely and safely, be changed to 10, 
7,5, 4 and 3 years, or to something not varying materially from that ratio,—leaving 
sentences for life, and those for confinement for 1 and 2 years, to stand as they now 
are. Such a step would, it is believed, very soon materially lessen the number of con- 
victs in our prison, and furthermore greatly reduce the multiplied applications now 
made to the executive department of the government for pardon and remission of sen- 
tences. In fact, very few, whatever may be their term of sentence, are retained in 
prison beyond the period of 7 or 10 years. Would it not be better, then, to lessen by 
statute the term of confinement, than to burden the executive with the labor of exer- 
cising the pardoning power as frequently as it is now considered a duty to do it, in 
consequence of the severe operation of laws framed to meet a state of things very dif- 
ferent from that which now exists, and which existing circumstances do not seem to 
call for? JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 

  

MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON. 189 

1841.—Prysictan’s Report. 
The number of patients admitted into the hospital of the Massachusetts State Pri during the year ending 30th September, 1841, is 144. The aggregate number of ‘days residence in the hospital is 2,504. In addition to this, 357 days labor have been abated to invalids for a day, and 298 days light labor have been advised by the physician. During the year, 8 have died, namely: November 15th, John H Swinton, aged 32 years, of pulmonary consumption; January 7th, Levi Parker, aged 17 years, of chro- nic tubercular peritonitis; February 4th, John H. Ashburg, aged 24 years, of pulmonary consumption; March 5th, John Crowell, aged 41 years, of tubercles: March 16th, Henry Comstock, aged 31 years, of pulmonary consumption; May 6th, William Brown, aged 47 years, of dropsy; May 10th, John Finnemore, aged 28 years, of hydrothorax ; August ‘5th, Obediah Gurdon, aged 66 years, of dropsy. ’ hs oy this number, 3 entered the prison sick, and far advanced in the diseases of which ied. 

W. J. WALKER, Physician. 

  
  

1842.—Inspecrors’ Report. 
The prison has lately sustained a pecuniary loss, (the exact amount of whic at present be ascertained,) by the failure of the Phanis Bank, in Charlestown Te junds of the prison have, for several years, been kept in this bank, which, from its its Iecality, was a very convenient place of deposit, and which was considered, by the pubic Senerally, as well as by the Warden, to be as safe as any other bank in the Com- 

Deranged persons and idiots are sometimes committed by courts, who are undoubt- edly ignorant of their actual condition; and occasionally convicts are deprived of their reason during their residence here. The prison affords no means of relieving these wouappy prisoners; as they cannot safely be employed in labor, and are not the sub- petset discipline, they are necessarily confined in solitude, which generally aggravates 

In this prison the insane are forgotten by the ublic, and sequestered fr - manity of their friends and kindred, and doomed b spend years in hopeless mecge The Warden has, for two or three years past, dispensed with corporal punishment, (except in very rare instances,) and endeavored to preserve the discipline of the prison by mild coercion, and by a kind regard to the feeligs and comfort of the convicts... This has had, generally, the desired effect, to make them healthy, contented, and obedient. Yet all remedies occasionally Jose their efficacy, and new mades of coercion, and other inducements to right conduct, must be resorted to. , 
WILLIAM MINOT, 
SAMUEL GREELE, Inspectors. 
BRADFORD SUMNER, 

1842..-Warnen’s Report. 
The whole number of convicts in prison, October Ast, 1841, was 331; whole number of convicts received into prison during the year ending September, 30, 1842, 85: to- tal, 416. Discharged from prison during the year ending September, 30, 1842: By expiration of sentence, 112; by pardon or remission of sentence, 9; by order of court, 

6; died, 2, (1 by suicide,): total, 129. Remaining in prison, September 30, 1842, 287. 
Ages of those in Prison.—15 to 20 years, 21; 20 to 25, 44; 25 to 30, 66; 30 to 35, 57; 25 to 40, 38; 40 to 45, 24; 45 to 50, 14; 50 to 55, 13; 55 to 60,4; 60 to 65, 3; 

65 to 70,2; 80 and over, 1. 

Term of Sentences.—1 year, 27; 1 year and 3 months, 1; 1 year and 6 months, 4; 
2 years, 373 2 years and 6 months, 3; 3 years, 48; 3 years and 6 months, 1; 4 years, 37; 5 years, 35; 6 years, 12; 6 years and 6 months, 1; 7 years, 22; 8 years,5; 9 
years, 4; 10 years, 17; 11 years, 3; 12 years, 5; 14 years, 2; 15 years, 4; 17 years, 

3 20 years, 3; 35 years, 1; during natural life, 14: total, 287. : 
Crimes.—Murder, 4; manslaughter, 5; assault, with intent to murder, 7; felonious assault, 1; highway robbery, first degree, 4; highway robbery, second degree, 4; ar- ton, Ist degree, 2; arson, 2nd degree, 3; malicious burning, 3; maliciously setting fire 
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to a manufactory, which was destroyed, with its contents, 1; burning a barn, 23 age 
sault to maim, 1; assault and larceny, 1; assault and robbery, 1; assault, with intent 
to rob, 1; kidnapping, 1; burglary, 18; burglary and forgery, 1; breakiug and enter- 
ing a dwelling-house, with intent to steal, 4; attempt to commit larceny ina dwelling- 
house, 1; breaking and entering the Granite Bank, 1; breaking the Norfolk Bank, in 
Roxbury, and stealing therefrom, 3; breaking and entering the Merchants’ Bank, in 
New Bedford, 1; forgery, 4; forgery and perjury, 1; forgery and larceny, 1; forgery, 
and cheating by false pretences, 2; passing, or having in possession with intent to pass, 
counterfeit bank bills, 7; counterfeiting, and having in possession tools to make coun- 
terfeit money, 1; cheating by false pretences, 3; receiving stolen goods, 2; stealing from 
the person, 5; common and notorivus theft, 29; larceny, 138; lareeny in a shop in the 
House of Correction in Suffolk County, 1; shop-breaking, 1; escaping from the House 
of Correction, in Suffolk County, 1; attempt to commit a rape, 7; incest, 1; bigamy, 1; 
adultery, 5; lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 6; polygamy, 1: total, 287. 

Places of Nativity.—Maine, 24; New Hampshire, 27; Massachusetts, 114; Ver- 
mont, 16; Rhode feland, 8; Connecticut, 8; New York, 215 New Jersey, 33 Penn- 
sylvania, 4; Maryland, 6; Virginia, 2; North Carolina, 2; Missouri, 1; Indiana, 1; 
Ohio, 1; Canada, 1; Nova Scotia, 1; England, 15; Scotland, 4; Ireland, 16; France, 
2; Germany, 5; Sweden, 1; Malta, 1; Portugal, 2; Isle of Bourbon, 1: total, 287, 

Employment.—Stonecutters, 66; Carpenters, 3; team hands, 10; tool grinders, 3; 
lacksmitl 93; whi itl 3 sl Y 13; tailors, 5; cabinetmakers, 50; 

upholsterers, 20; brushmakers, 18; hatters,11; coopers, 6; tinmen, 83 cooking and. 
washing, 14; waiters and messengers, 3; barbers, 2; sweepers in solitary prison, 3; 
wood sawyers and lumpers, 5; invalids, 7; in cell, deranged, 1; in solitary confine- 
ment, 5; attendants in hospital, 2: patients in hospital, 9: total, 287 

Of the 287 convicts in prison, 56 are recommitments, viz.: 38 are “ second comers,” 
13 are “ third comers,” 3 are “fourth comers,” 1 is a “ fifth comer,” and 1 is a “ sixth 
comer.” 

Of the 56 recommitments, as above specified, only 7 took place the last year; of this 
number, 6 are “ second comers,” and 1 a “ third comer :” 6 were convicted of larceny, 
and 1 was adjudged a common and notorious thief. 

There are 20 negroes and 12 mulattoes in this prison. 
During the ten years from 1820 to 1830, the year that the improved discipline was 

fully established, the total number of commitments to this prison was 997, averaging 99 
and seven-tenths per annum. Of this number, 198 were recommitments, and averaging 
19 and eight-tenths perannum. The whole number committed during the twelve years, 
from 1830 to 1842, was 1,234, averaging 102 and ten-twelfths per annum. Of this 
number, 169 were recommitments, averaging 14 and one-twelfth per annum, and show- 
ing a very considerable improvement compared with the period first named. The 
results of the past year are still more favorable; and, compared with the preceding 
year, there has been a reduction of commitments amounting to 46, and of recommit- 
ments 9. In the year ending September 30, 1841, 56 of the number committed were 
natives of this State; the past year the number was but 28. 

eventy-one of those committed the past year, were convicted of crimes against 
property, and the remainder, of various other offences. Thinking it might be interest- 
ing to know, occasionally, the amount of property involved in cases of theft, and other 
kindred offences, some pains have been taken to examine the copies of indictments on 
file in this institution, with a view to ascertain this fact. 

It appears from these documents, that the amount of property which was stolen, or 
otherwise obtained by dishonest practices, is $25,389 07. Of this aum, it is believed, 
from such information as could be readily obtained on the subject, that not less than 
$21,000 was finally recovered by the rightful owners of the property. In addition to 
this, three individuals were convicted of having in possession, with intent to pass, or of 
actually passing, feit bank bills, ing, in the agg to the sum of $38, 
Three others were convicted of maliciously setting fire to buildings, which were con- 
sumed. The total loss of property in these cases is snpposed not to exceed the sum of 
$5,000. From these statements, it appears that the total loss of property to the com- 
munity, by the offences proved against seventy-one of the convicts committed the past 
year, does not exceed the sum of $9,428. This, however, does not include the ex- 
penses attending the arrest and conviction of the offenders. 

One of the number was convicted of stealing $16,000 from the Salisbury Manufac- 
turing Company, and was sentenced to 5 years hard labor. The money stolen was 

ally recovered. Nine were convicted of taking property, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to $4,906 25; eighteen, of the sum of $3,360 48; eight, the sum of $545 82; nine, 

} 
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the sum of $299 67 ; eighteen, the sum of $272 25, and two did not succeed in taking any property. The smallest sum specified in any indictment was $2, a larceny com mitted in a dwelling-house. The sentence in this case was two years at hard labor The convicts who stole the highest and the lowest sums specified, are each 17 years 
ise. 

During a large portion of the year, an unusual degree of seriousness seemed to per- vade the minds of a large number of the convicts, and a deep interest was apparently felt on the important subject of religion. It was cheering to the heart of the Christian, and cause for gratitude to God, to witness the deep feeling of penitence, and the ap: parent contrition of spirit, of some of the most hardened sinners, who had resisted every entreaty, and disregarded, with almost perfect indifference, the most touching appeals to their hearts and their cousciences for years—now with the meekness and. docility of child ren, sitting down to learn the first principles of the religion of our blessed Sa- viour. We cannot but hope, that many who were thas affected during this most re- markable season of religious interest in a prison, will be permitted, at last, to unite in 
the song of redeeming love in heaven. 
Dishursements.—C li paid for provisions, $9,578 78; clothing, 3,365 28; hospital 

» 245 29; fael and other expenses, 2,605 18; prisoners discharged, 433 75; cers’ salaries, 15,950 00; transportation of convicts, 619 98; repairs of real estate, 286 60; ills Payable, 1,144 oe poral. $34,228 86. Balance, being profits, $35,160 22. Jxcome.—Stone department, $15,437 27; labor d t 5 3 - mittance, 1,141 25: total, $35,160 22. mies Oepertmenty T8081 705 fees off ad 
CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr., Warden 

1842.—Cuapziain’s Revort. 

The records of the prison show, that during the year ending with September, 1841 
the number of coramitments was 131, sixteen of which had been previously committed. The past year, 85 only have been received—46 less than during the previous year, and 
of these, seven only are recommitments. © , 

Tn connection with these facts, it is interesting to notice, that of the 85 thus commit- 
ted the past year, only 28 were native born citizens of Massachusetts. 

JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 

1843.—Inspectors’ Report. 

On looking back on the leading events of the past year, the mind naturally falls upon 
the tragical and much lamented death of the late Warden, Mr. Lincoln. Cut down as 
he was in the midst of his years, in the strength and vigor of life, i 
lence, severing at once a thousand tender ties, 
and mysterious dispensations of Providence which we can: 
not inquire into. In this calamity, and in all its painful incidents, we deeply and feel- 
ingly sympathize with the bereaved and afflicted family. 

it is but a just tribute to the memory of Mr. Lincoln to say, that by his mild and 
equable temper, his natural energy of character, and his long and varied experience in 
ihe office he held till his death, he was eminently qualified for its arduous and difficult 
duties. 

The great secret of government in all penitentiary establishments, undoubtedly is, 
that those who are in authority should let the convict know and understand, in a proper 
manner, (and this is practicable,) that he is looked upon as a man, as a fellow-man, and 
that however abject his condition, however flagrant his offence, or degrading his pun- 
ishment, still there are those who feel a deep interest in his welfare, All this is en- 
Urely consistent with, and will promote the highest practical degree of obedience and 
subordination. 

There is a subject which we deem important, and to which we beg leave respectfully 
to ask the attention of government, and that is, the case of a number of insane convicts 
now confined within the walls of the prison, some of whom, we have reason to appre- 
hend, were insane at the time of committing the offence of which they were convicted, 
and have been so during the whole period of their confinement. 

Emest A. Erving was committed to the prison in September, 1836, for the crime of 
larceny, having been sentenced to three days solitary imprisonment and ten years hard  
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labor; and in the month of August, 1837, he was placed in one of the cells in the old 

prison, where he has been confined till the present time, being considered a danger- 

ous man to be at large on account of insanity. . 

Could this unfortunate man, at the time he entered the cell at the prison, so many 

years ago, have been placed in either of the asylums for the insane in our Common- 

Wealth, or in some other situation affording like advantages, he might, without doubt, 

under the kind and successful treatment there adopted, long ago have been cured of 

his malady, and restored to the bosom of his family, clothed, and in his right mind. 

Other cases, less aggravated than the one here mentioned, exist, and might be named. 

BRADFORD SUMNER, ‘ Inspectors. 
SAMUEL GREELE,  ¢ °"SP . 

1843.—Wanrpen’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1, 1842, was 287 ; whole 

number of convicts received into prison during the year ending September 30, 1843, 

97: total, 384. | 
Discharged from prison during the year ending September 30, 1843, by expiration 

of sentence, 84; by pardon, 10; by remission of sentence, 13; by order of court, 83 

by writ of habeas corpus, to be tried for murder, and not returned to prison, 1 es- 

caped, 1; died, 2: total, 119. The whole number remaining in prison, September 

30, 1843, 265. 
Ages of those in Prison.—15 to 20 years, 26; 20 to 30, 101; 30 to 40, 85; 40 to 50, 

37; 50 to 60, 12; 60 to 70. 4; 70 to 80, 0. 
Crimes. —Murder, 5; manslaughter, 3; assault, with intent to murder, 7; felonious 

assault, 1; highway robbery in the first degree, 23 ighway robbery in the second de- 

gree, 3; arson in the first degree, 1; arson in the second degree, 3; malicious burning, 

3; larceny, 103; burglary, first degree, 12; second, 8; assault with intent to rape, 95 

common and notorious theft, 24; store breaking 1; forgery, 6; feloniously entering a 

dwelling-house and shop in the night, 1; breaking and entering a dwelling-house and 

stealing theretrom, 2; counterfeiting, and having in possession tools for making coun- 

terfeit money, 2; larceny in a shop in the house of correction in Suffolk county, 1; kid- 

napping, 1; lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 2; counterfeiting, 2; breaking and en- 

tering the Granite Bank, 1; shop breaking, 3; assault and robbery, 2; incest, 2; bur- 

glary and forgery, 1; having counterfeit ‘bank bills, with intent to pass the same, 8; 

stealing from the person, 2; adultery, 2; store breaking and larceny, 5; cheating by 

false pretences, 3; stealing, 8; bigamy, 1; breaking and entering a bank and burglary, 

1; grand larceny, 1; maliciously setting fire to a manufactory, which was destroyed, 

with its contents, 1; burglary and larceny, 4; burning a barn, 3; assault and larceny, 

1; forgery and cheating by false pretences, 1; receiving stolen goods, 4: stealing and 

cheating by false pretences, 1; aiding persons in attempting to escape from jail, 1; 

subornation of perjury, 1; attempting to pass an altered bank pill, 1; assault with in- 
tent to rob, 4; having in possession counterfeit coin, 1. 

Term of Sentences.—1 year, 19; 1 year and 6 months, 4; 2 years, 39; 2 years and 
6 months, 2; 3 years, 48; 3 years and 6 months, 1; 4 years, 37; 5 years, 31; 6 years, 
11; 6 years and 6 months, 1; 7 years,20; 8 years, 4; 9 years, 4; 10 years, 15; i1 
years, 2; 12 years, 4; 14 years, 23 15 years, 4; 17 years, 1; 20 years, 2; 35 years, 1; 

for life, 13. 
Places of Nativity.—-Massachusetts, 108; Maine, 19; New Hampshire, 16; Ver- 

mont, 16; Connecticut, 9; Rhode Island, 7; New York, 18; New Jersey, 4; Penn- 
sylvania, 5; Maryland, 3; Virginia, 1; North Carolina, 2; Missouri, 1; Ohio, 1; Lou- 
isiana, 13 orgia, 1; Kentucky, 1; Ireland, 16; England, 14; Scotland, 53 Canada, 
2; Malta, 1; France, 3; Germany, 4; Portugal, 1; Nova Scotia, 2; Isle of Bourbon, 

1; Cape de Verd, 1; Sweden, 1; Malaga, 1. 
Employment.—Stonecutters, 60; carpenter, 1; team hands, 13; tool grinders, 5; 

blacksmith: 3. whi ith 3 ak ': 11; ‘tailors, 8; cabinetmakers, 45; up- 

holsterers, 14; brushmakers, 21; hatters, 6; coopers, 6; tinmen, 5; cooking and 
washing, 10; waiters and messengers, 3; barbers, 2; sweepers, 3; wood sawyers 
and lumpers, 4; invalids, 4; in cell deranged, 1; in solitary confinement, 3; in cell 
under observation, 2; attendants in hospital, 2; patients in hospital, 11. 

Of the 265 convicts now in prison, 54 are recommitments, namely, 35 are 2nd comers, 

14 are 3rd, 2 are 4th, 2 are 5th, 1 is 6th. 
There are 19 negroes and 18 mulattoes in this prison. 
Y came here with the most liberal views concerning the human race—with a heart 

IS 46 pt. 2. 
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of kindness towards all men. I have long looked upon a man, as a man, whether he 
be the occupant of a palace or a prison—and, in whatever situation he muy be, entitled 
to human sympathy, kindness, and respect. He is my brother wherever he’ may be 
whatever of wrong or of crime he may have been tempted to commit. The more he 
has erred and strayed from the path of right and virtue, the more he is to be pitied, and 
the louder is his call upon our commiseration, our sympathy for his sufferings. and our 
efforts for his yeformation—for his restoration to rectitude, to usefulness and happiness 
We are all liable to fall iuto temptation; if it were not so, we should not have all been 
‘aught to beseech our Father in Heaven to “lead _us not into temptation.” I felt my 
own frailties and imperfections, and was resolved to do by others as I should wish to 
be done by if i were in their situation. It seemed to me, therefore, in entering upon 
the duties of this office, if I erred at all, t should prefer rather to err on the side of 
kindness, clemency, and humanity, than on that of severity of punishments. I knew 
that the laws, rules, regulations, and discipline of the prison, must be enforced. But 
I wished, if possible. to enforce them without recourse to corporal punishment or phys- 
ical suffering. And I have succeeded, thus far, as well as I could have expected. 
With the exception of three cases, and those soon after I took charge, the government 
of the prison has been administered without corporal punishment. he shower bath 
has not been used. And yet I think I can safely say, that the convicts are as order]: 
as industrious, and as obedient as heretofore, and more contented, docile, and hap; y 
A feeling of mutual respect, kindness, and friendship, seems to be growing up between 
us. Iam sure I experience these affections towards the convicts, and every day gives 
evidence that the same affections are being excited in their breasts towards me. I have 
tong believed that what comes from the heart will reach the heart; and I am happy to 
learn that this will apply to convicts in prison as well as others—that there is no sane 
convict that cannot be reached by sincere and persevering affection. Men may be gov- 
erned by severity, but not reformed. It takes but little trouble or labor to let men 
kuow, that every violation of a rule shail be visited upon them with an ample measure 
of bodily pain. Fear of punishment will keep men in subjection; but the tiger is onl: 
chained, not tamed—and when released, only the more excited to evil by the severities 
to which he is ubliged to submit. It requires more time, patience, perseverance, an 
labor, to govern by appeals to the affections, to reason, and conscience. Yet, when 
the heart can be reached in this way, a change of character may reasonably be expected. 
Excessive severity always tends to harden the heart, and make the convicts look upon 
society as their enemies, and nourish a desire of vengeance and retaliation. which leads 
them to recommit depredations, and wage war upon society with a good conscience 
Some have confessed to me that they have experienced feelings of this kind. But 
TI told them I hoped a better disposition was growing up in society with respect to 
them—that the duty was beginning to be felt, of receiving them back again into the 
bosom of society, after they had faithfully and industriously worked out the penalty 
inflicted upon them for the violation of the law—again to afford them encouragement, 
employments, and friendships, according to their deserts. ° 

FREDERICK ROBINSON, Warden. 

1844.—Inspectors’ Report. 

The different departments of labor have been diligently and successfully pursued ; 
aud something beyond the current expenses of the year has been realized. , 

An event which we consider as one of the most interesting in the history of the 
prison, during the last year, is the removal of a number of insane convicts Frou the 
solitary cells, to those humane and invaluable institutions for the insane which have so 
long blessed this Commonwealth. 

The stern rules and punitive discipline of a penitentiary,,though necessary for the 
government of its inmates, have no curative virtues for the unhappy convict bereft of 
his reason. 

The doctrine which has heretofore been so generally denied, and denounced by 
many as impracticable and visionary, that the inmates of a prison can be kept in sub- 
jection without resort to corporal punishment, is now, with few exce tions, fully 
established by the sure test of experience. That stern, stately, and soldier-like de- 
portment, which is nowhere necessary to the maintenance of good government, and 
can never secure a steady and willing obedi to its requi though i 
ssumed, apparently from no higher motive than a display of power, shot 

teen within the walls of a prison. play of power, should never be  



194 MASSAUHUSETTS STATE PRISON. 

inci i ich is rendered througl 
i le very generally true, that that obedience whic! der 

fear of ‘enishment, hs in ‘ieelf, the very element of rebellion, and waits only for an 

tunity to throw off restraint. . . 

Pte: is an Jateresting fact in the history of the prison, and one which may be stated ie 

undoubted authority, that there have been fewer deaths, and less sickness annually, j 

many years past among its inmates, than have occurred within the same period of time 

in other communities of the same number, without the walls of @ prison. 

BRADFORD SUMNER, 
SAMUEL GREELE, Inspectors. 

ABRAHAM F. HOWE, 

j844,—Warven’s Report. 
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{ am most desirous of proving, that convicts in prison can be governed by enforcing 
the great law of human brotherhood and equality promulgated by the Saviour, by do- 
ing unto others as we would that others should do unto us. In every instance of dis- 
cipline, I have always endeavored to keep this law before my mind, and have asked 
myself, how I should reasonably wish to be dealt by, if 1 were in the situation of the 
convict, and I have found that the nearer I have been able to keep myself and others 
up to the true meaning of this law, the more successful has been the government of 
the prison. I have often announced to the convicts my resolution to govern by this 
precept, and have frequently called upon them, and not without success. te live and 
act in conformity thereto. All that asperity of feeling which used to exist among the 
convicts, showing itself even in their looks, has gradually subsided, until kindness, and 
cheerfulness, and pleasant looks have become almost universal. My experience has 
convinced me, that when all the officers of a prison are vigilant, and have kind and 
brotherly feelings towards the convicts, and will all co-operate to promote their best 
good, and effect their reformation, very little of punishment is required. There have 
‘been no instances of gross insubordination among the convicts during the year. Occa- 
sionally there have been individual infractions of the rules. For these the punishment 
of short solitary confinement has usually been found sufficient and effectnal. The 
shower bath, as a punishment, has been discontinued, and all other punishments have 
been dimished, in the aggregate, more than four-fifths. There is now a disposition 
among the convicts very favorable for their reformation. All that feeling of hostility 
agaiust the government, revengefulness, and a desire to retaliate upon society have sub- 
sided. Every convict discharged has left the prison with apparently kind feelings, ex- 
pressing a determination to do well, and become honest men, and industrious citizens, 

Seven convicts have been sent toe the State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, as iusane. 
There has long been a Sunday school established in this prison, from the last of 

September to the first of June. Heretofore, during the summer mouths, there has 
been none. But a Sunday school was opened last summer for the instruction in read- 
ing of those who were unable to read, so that now instruction in réading is continued 
during the year, and many convicts, who were unable to read, have acquired, and are 
acquiring, that most useful of all branches of education. 

The business and financial concerns of the prison have resulted quite as favorably as 
was anticipated. As it is, however, the earnings of the prison have been enough to 
meet all the expenses and leave a sail surplus of $268 68, and considering that, with the 
same number of convicts, the year before there was a deficit of income of $5,022 11, I 
cannot but flatter myself that the business operations and finances of the prison have 
not been injudiciously conducted. 

The Legislature, at the same time, appropriated a sum uot exceeding $6,000, for re- 
pairs and improvements. These repairs and improvements are progressing in the 
most thorough, economical, and useful manner, and as rapidly as the nature of the works 
and the interests of the prison seem to require. I have already expended something 
more than one-half of this appropriation in these repairs, The range of buildings occu- 

pie as whi iths, sh Y jlors, cabi u and uphol shops, are so 
adly constructed, so unfit fur the purposes for which they are used, so dilapidated and. 

ensafe, as to be pronounced by all as unworthy of repairs; and consequently no re- 
pairs will be made upon them this season, except such as may be absolutely necessa: 
to make them comfortable for the coming winter. Many advantages would result 
from the rebuilding of these shops. They are too narrow, too small, and too low. The 
convicts are huddled together too close. They are not sv healthy; and the low, narrow 
rooms preclude the possibility of a proper oversight, inspection, and government. If 
these shops were rebuilt they might be so constructed that the steam power, which is 
now used only in the cabinet shop, might be applied, with litle or no additional ex- 
pense, to the whitesmiths and blacksmiths shops, and move the lathes, grindstones and 
beliowses. In this way a saving of labor might be made of about a dozen men, in the 
most monotonous, unpleasant, and fatiguing employment, which, at 42 cents per day, 
the price for which the men can be let, would amount to about $5 per day. And then 
pipes could be laid at the same time, so as to heat the shops, wholly or partially, with 
the steam, which is now lost. Ithas been estimated that these shops can be rebuilt, 
and farnished with a steam-engine of sufficient power, with pipes for heating the shops, 
and all the fixtures, for a sum not exceeding $6,000. 

FREDERICK ROBINSON, Warden.  
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1944.—Puysician’s Report. 
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1844,—CHaApPLain’s Report. 
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anne of these nem form the resolution, and, it & believed: sincarey fo abstain Sree 

i icating dri their discharge from tk . 
from the use of intoxicating drinks after i om t gen 

erally sign the pledge of total abstinence, & at the time of their discharge nome a ove 

i 
ckens 3) 

e to their pledge—perhaps many. But the heart s : nt 

Taultiplied caves and emptations which beset hem, as they 2 Cut int toe 

4 + though the laws of the 4 
almost every step of their progress ; for al 4 [State probit tre stil 

intoxicati t till the dram-shops and the dram-se! 
of intoxicating driuks, as a beverage, s arn-shope b nsec oe 

thin their reach. Scarcely 
t t and destroy all who can be enticed wit . 

foand to Cotaras to the ison, after he has been discharged, but he has been 

ictim of drink 
“mons 

JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 

  

oe + Lr rR 

MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON. 197 

1845.—Insprctors’ Report. 

‘The Inspectors feel called upon, in presenting their report, to speak more at length, 
on the subject of the discipline of the prison, than they might have done, were it not 
for a late publication, which has been extensively circulated, entitled Remarks on 
Prisons and Prison Discipline, in the United States.” 
Among other mistakes, into which we think the writer bas fallen, is, that the War- 

den of the prison, at Charlestown, entéred on his official duties with 1 lesire and 
belief that he should be able “to do away all punishment” in the government of the 
convicts under his charge ; we regard it as our duty to say, that it is our conviction that 
no such doctrine has ever been expressed, or entertained, by the present Warden, or 
by either of the present Inspectors. So far from adopting the belief that all punish- 
ment may be dispensed. with, the officers of the prison fully believe, not only in the 
necessity of punishment, to the good order and subjection of the convicts, but that 
even corporal punishment must at times be inflicted, 10 subdue the stubborn offender, 
and they have ever acted upon this principle. But they do hold, and advocate the 
»pinion, that this mode of punishment should be resorted to only in extreme cases, and 
when milder means fail of their end. 

This mode of treatment of convicts, who, though prisoners, are men, and many of 
whom, we are glad to know, are not strangers to the better feelings of man, is found 
by expcrience, which is the surest test of what is best, to be better fitted, than any 
viher, to attain the true ends of government. 

for more than two years past, a milder course of disciplinehas been pursued at this 
prison, and its results have been uniformly and entirely successful. During this period. 
there have been fewer outbreaks, fewer acts of violence and insubordination, than at 
any other period of the same length, since the establishment of the institution. 

Again, the writer of “ Remarks” says, what would be called discipline in most pris- 
ons on the Auburn plan, im the “ United States,” is at Charlestown and at Columbus 
exceedingly lax. especially at the former. To this remark we have only to say, that 
that disciplme, whether it be lax or rigid, is best, which best secures the uniform obe- 
dience of the subjects to which it applies. 

The writer of “ Remarks” has also published some strictures on the neatness aud 
cleauliness of the prison. So far as our own experience in this matter extends, and 
we have ever made it a prominent object of attention in the discharge of our official 
duties, we wholly dissent from any intimation whatever, coming from any quarter, that 
our prison will not, in this particular, compare advantageously with any other in the 
Union. 

The workshops and other buildings which have been newly erected, and the repairs 
that have been made on others during the past year, show a judicious and economical 
expeuditure of the money appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose. The new 
shops are built of substantial materials, well put together, are large aud commodious, 
and are, deubtless, more favorable to the health of the prisoners, than were those in 
which they formerly labored. And it is found, as we learn from the experience of the 
other officers, that this change in the shops and other buildings, is favorable to the more 
easy discipline of the prison. 

‘The hundred dollars lately appropriated by the Legislature to enlarge the library, 
has been expended, and as we believe, judiciously, for that purpose. In the selection 
of the books, about one hundred and sixty-five valumes, the Inspectors exercised their 
own best judgment, and called in aid that of others, The whole number of booke in 
the library, including the new purchase, is two hundred and seventy-nine. Of these, 
one hundred are old and much worn—some of them not well chosen at first—and are 
not much called for by the convicts, especially by those who have been in the prison 
for a considerable length of time. The number of prisoners at the present time is two 
hundred and eighty-seven. So that the number of books, which are generally taken 
out and read with interest, is less than one to each convict. The Inspectors would 
suggest that it is quite important that the present number of books should be consider- 
ably enlarged. ADEFORD SUMNER, 

SAMUEL GREELE, { Inspectors. 
ABRAHAM F. HOWE, 

1845.—Wanpen’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1, 1844, was 276: 
the whole number of convicts received into prison during the year ending September  
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30, 1845, is 96: total, 372. Discharged from prison during the year ending September 

30, 1845: by expiration of sentence, 70; by remission of sentence, 8s %0 der of gon a 

6; died 1: total, 85. Whole number remaining in prison, Septem! er 3 1845 287 

"4 e8 “of those in Prison.—15 to 20 years, 18; 20 to 30, 130; 30 to 40,775 50, 

; 5 3 60 to 70,7. : oe ar 3 0 recy 86; common and notorious theft, 19; burglary, 15; burglary in 

Qnd ‘de ee, 53 burglary and larceny, 5; arson, 4; arson in 2nd degree, 2; assault, with 

i ntent 3 marder By murder, 6; assault with intent to rape, 8: breaking and @ toring 

a dwelling-house and stealing therefrom, 8+ kidnapping, 13 malicions bur wip g, 33 as 
i : ; geraval ks ig) robbery, 1; incest, 1; forgery, 2; six agg Lt 

ey h ¢ eee 1? ‘store breaking and larceny, 6; assault and robbery, 1 high: 

way robe in 2nd degree, 2; assault with intent to rob V3 breaking and ent neg 

ici ing fire to a manufactory, which v burglary, 1; maliciously setting fire act ; 

oe ae eet; cheating by false pretences, 2; receiving stolen goods, Ti shop 

breaking, 11; subornation of perjury, 1; stealing, 5; having counter it b an) pills with 

o | ving 1 i anterfeit coin, 1; rning a ba i the same, 10; having in possession count 1 be 2 

the nightuin: 2; utt fing counterfeit money, 1; felonious assault on a fernale child, 13 

aoe eat mee itering jury, 1: breaking aud entering a 
breaking and entering a shop and larceny, Bi perjary, hie feng a eso 

i i op i son, 1; i 
dwelling-house, 2; breaking aud entering a s the A rniens ae 

: i ing-house, 5; assault with intent to kill, 1; breaking 
sault, 3; stealing from a dwelling. se, 55 ass He eae Ly mneliotously re- 

ti i i ; burning a dwelling-house, 1; 

cen ee ay iedtroal 1; stealing f ‘th rson, 3; manslaughter, 4: steal- ving a rail from a railroad, 1; stealing from the person, 7 laug grea: 

ing from a vessel in the night time, 1; polygamy, 1: passing counterfeit bane pee ti 

iti 3 ving i ssession and passing 4 e * adultery, 4; counterfeiting, 2; having in posses lt and larceny, 1; stealing 
i q tion, 2; felonious assault and larecny, 1; stealng 

eee tna ete ime. 2 jreaking and entering a bank, 13; poisoning, shop in the night time, 2; breaking an ng a ning, 

ah intent. to kill, 1: passing counterfeit money, 5; open and gross lewdness, 1: to: 

em of Sentences.—For 1 year, 20; 1 year and 2 months, 1 oe year and 8 months 

3 4; 2 years and 6 months, 9; 2 ) Sa § 3; 1 year and 6 months, 3; 2 years, 54; vs 6 a OF aed 6 months, 

ths, 2: 3 years, 53; 3 years and 4 months, 1; 4 years, 39; 4 years 6 ‘ 

3:3 en 30" 6 years, 7 JG years and 4 months, 1; 6 yeurs and 6 ieee diy ye us 

i : ; "5, 134° ye 3 12 years, 2; 13 years, 1: ‘ Ss 13h 215 ears.3; 10 years, 13; 11 years, 1; 12 years, 2; 3 years, Vi ye an. 

sears 35 17 years, i 18 years, 23 20 years, 1; 35 years, 1; during Hite, eee total, 287 

, ivi Mas ; Maine, 19; New Hampshire, 13; nt, Place of Nativit y— Massachusetts, 103; 3 ke 9; Ne psbite, F pont 
i fz 35 y York, 27; New Jersey, 4; Pennsylv a ; Connecticut, 10; Rhode Island, G; New York, 27; : ey, 4 nsy , 

o ‘Macyinad Ll: Ohio, 33 Missouri, 1; North Carolina, 2 rnin, 25 Tauisiana, ii 
‘ i Distri 10 i ;E 2 ; Ireland, 27; Malta, 1; Lv, 23 gia, 1; District of Columbia, 1; England, 18; : lta. ; 

Conte Verd, 1; France, 2; Canada, 4; Scotland, 3; Sweden, 1; Newfoundland, 1; 
, . 

i i 7 Nove + total, 287. Madeira, 1; South America, 1; Nova Scotia, 4: ; . an o: 
Employment.—Stonecutters, 62; carpenters, 2; tool grinders, 4 : team prands, 95 

blacksmiths, 20; whitesmiths, 9; tin workers, 105 cabinetmakers an spholst ; ors; 
3 y i y, 15; barbers, 2; sweepers, 03 2 61; brushmakers, 26; employed in cookery, 15; v 5, 3 a mond ane 

, i rs, 6; pati i ital, 2; invalids, 6; attendants in hospital, coal carriers aud lumpers, 6; patients in hospital, 2; i attends pi 
2; waiters and messengers, 4: coopers, 8; hatters, 6; shoemakers, 15; carpenters on 

>pai i si is : total, 287. airs, 9; tailors, 3; in punishment, 1: total, 287. ; . | | 
“Pr the 287 convicts now in prison, 46 are recommitments, as follows 2 are second. 

comers; 14 third comers; 1 a fourth comer; La fifth comer; 1 a sixth comer. 
There are 14 negroes and 17 mulattoes in this prison. — . . 
It gives me great pleasure to be again able to report, that the afftirs of fhe Prison 

have been well and prosperous during the past year; and although there Bae een 
more to disturb the routine of discipline, more chances of escape, more opp ne 
for intercourse with others, than have ever before been in this prison, ye' there! save 
been a high degree of good feeling, ardor, and industry among the convic Be here 

have been no attempts to escape ; no resistance of authority, and but few transgressi s 
of the rules of the prison. In fact, the discipline of the prison has passed trot sha 
crisis during the year, to which it has never before been subjected. and which cant 
gain, recur. The whole year has been devoted to extensive repairs, the coustru ton 

of a long range of new workshops, and the making or filling up of nearly ne ners 
of land, requiring many men from without to be constantly employed within the pr ison 
and on the prison wharf, scowmen, teamsters, masons, carpenters, slaters, ete. woh vee H : : ore veourse. ¥ 
ing in juxtaposition with the convicts, and affording opportunities for intercon Sane cf 

muld not be altogether prevented. In consequence of the removal and re Ee 

the whi iths, upbol bi L 1 kers, and tailors shops, a very ew . 
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large portion of the convicts were deprived of their workshops, and were necessarily crowded into the other shops and brought nearer together, than was desirable or con- sistent with a strictly silent system of discipline. Iwas obliged to take the chapel for a workshop, religious services during the summer being performed in the new prison. All these things have rendered the duties of the officers of the prison very arduous during the past year, so that the health of many ef them failed, and more than half the overseers became sick and were obliged to leave the prison, and were absent, some of them, ajl summer, and others a large part of the time, obliging me to have receurse to the appointment of strangers, as temporary officers to take charge of their duties, at a time that required more than ordinary skill and experience in the management and government of the prison, until at last my own health failed me. About this time I discovered that we had an unfaithful officer during the year, who had been conniving with the convicts, talking and trading with them, and producing such mischief as only an unfaithful officer can produce. The prison yard, during the summer, was almost as public as the highway, filled with lumber, brick, stone, lime, sand, and the abundant and unsightly materials of the old shops. So that a part of the time the prison had the appearance of confusion and want of neatness. Many of the convicts were necessarily cugaged in very dirty employments, removing the old buildings, cleaning the old bricks digging the foundations for the new shops, digging the drains and cisterns, and clean- ing out the vaults and canal, working in mud and filth, filling the prison with dirt and dust, and carrying with them necessarily into their cells a part thereof ; giving occasion for same to make reports not favorable to the discipline, order, and neatness of the prison. But the experience of the past year has given me more confidence in the prac- Ueability and suecess of the mild system of government, which I have adopted, than the 
experience of many ordinary years could have given. 

For when I know that under all the disadvantages which I have stated, the prisoners have been kept under control by the law of kindness, without severity, or an increase ot punishment, I have reason to believe, that now and hereafter, with the many ad- vantages afforded by these improvements, the affairs of the prison will go on easily and 
orderly without the infliction of much punishment. 

Ta fact, I have reason to believe that nothing but the ascendency which I have 
been able to acquire over the convicts by long-contimned and persevering kindness and affection towards them, and the consequent kindness and affection which 1 have been 
able to inspire in their minds towards me, has enabled me to conquer so successfully 
the many difficulties with which I was surrounded last summer. Of this I am certain, 
that there never ras a time when the convicts were more orderly, more industrious, 
and more obedient, than they now are; there never was atime when the prison was in a. 
neater and better condition in every respect ; there never was a time when the prisoners 
were so comfortable, healthy, and happy. That the convicts have been industriously 
employed during the year, will appear from the most unerring proof, exhibited by the 
fiuanees of the prison: The earnings of the prisoners, after paying all expenses, have 
feft a surplus of $807 63, although the expenses have been much increased over ordin- 
kty years, The expense of lights, furniture, and utensils, has been increased. The 
em of clothing alone has been more than a thousand dollars greater than ordinary 

years. I have felt it my duty to increase very considerably the amount of clothing, 
doth for bedding and apparel, and the good effects are seen and felt in the increased 
comfort, health, and happiness of the convicts. There never has been a time when the 
health of the convicts was anywhere near so good as it was the last year, while there 
never has been a year when the health of the officers suffered so much. ~ {t has been said 
that the discipline of this prison does not prevent all conversation and intercourse 
among the convicts, This Iam willing to own; and if the prevention of all intercourse 
ix the great desideratum, separate, solitary confinement would undoubtedly be the most 
effectual in securing that end. I know it is impossible to prevent all intercourse among 
convicts in this prison, and I suppose it is in all other prisons, even in those of solitary 
confinement, and can only be wholly prevented by having a separate cell for every con- 
vict under a separate roof. ut I haye not experienced so much evil from the illicit 
conversation which convicts can have in this prison, as in my judgment to warrant so 
g¥eat an expense and so much deprivation and suffering. I believe that the few words 
which a convict can steal (!) the opportunity to say, is full as likely to be good and en- 
couraging, as evil and debasing. Almost all the punishment inflicted here is by solitary 
confinement, and a punishment of this kind, varying from one to a few days, has gener- 
ally been found sufficient to subdue the offender. 

The Legislature of 1844 appropriated $6,000 for repairs and improvements of the 
prison. About $3,000 of this appropriation were expended previous to my last repnrt. and  
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the improvements have been continued and finished during the past year. Under this 

appropriation I ‘have cansed to be built a very convenient and handsome guard-house 

at the front gate, a heavy new front gate to the prison yard, a new brick barn 35 by 25 

feet in dimensions, raised upon 2 substantial stone foundation laid on piles, with a good 

slated roof; a new brick wall from the old prison to the old store-house, nine feet high, 

with strong battlements and hammered granite capping; five new watch-houses upon 

the prison wall, projecting in part over the wall into the yard, with glass windows, so 

aa to afford the best possible view of the whole interior of the prison. 1 have thorough- 

ly repaired the platforms, pickets, and fences, upon the wall around the whole prison 

yard, making a large portion of them entirely new. [I have built a large new coal shed 

upon the wharf. I have thoroughly repaired the stone sheds—new siting, shingling, 

and making new windows jn them. I have repaired and uew slated the roof of the 

placksmith’s shop, and new slated the north side of both wings of the old prison. I 

have built a new cistern in the prison yard which will contain 300 hnds. of water, 50 

contrived as to take all the water from all sides of the very large stone sheds, and have 

also made another large cistern at the lower end of the new workshops to take the wa- 

ter from the north side of those buildings. T have built a new prison vault, sc as lo 

empty into tide water without the prison walls, aud discontinned the old vanlt which 

used to empty into the prison canal, rendering all attempts heretofore to keep the ca- 

nal clean and pure utterly futile, I have provided the new vault with a new well and 

pump, so as to be able to keep it clean and free from offensive smells. I have altered 

all the doors of the cells in the new prisou, affording the convicts more air and light. 

T have rebuilt the fences avound the prison grounds, and repaired the guard room and 

Warden’s room, and supplied them with new furniture, thoroughly painting the build- 

ings and fences within ‘and without. The expense of all these improvements has ex- 

ceeded the appropriation $18 74, which I have paid from the prison funds. 

The Legislature of last year appropriated $3,400 from the funds of the prison, and 

authorized the use of $4.611, which had been appropriated the year before to meet a 

deficit in the income of the prison, as a fund for removing and rebuilding a range of 

workshops, making an appropriation of $8,011 for this purpose. I have caused these 

shops to be rebuilt in the most thorough, durable, and workmanlike manner, according 

to a plan in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. They are built upon a 

solid stone foundation, with split granite underpinnings. The brick walls are 16 inches 

thick, with a heavy substantia! roof, well slated and made fire proof. The doors, which 

Jead from shop to shop, are made of iron, te prevent the comrounication of fire. The 

whole is well glazed and painted, constituting a block of very light, airy, convenient, 

and handsome shops. I have also caused the building heretofore used as a store-house, 

to be converted into a dwelling-house, and have so contrived as to make it into two 

tenements, having six rooms in each tenement; aud J have lec che same to two of the 

officers for a rent of $225, including fuel. The whole ense of the workshops and 

the dwelling-houses is $8,218 41, exceeding the appropristion $207 41, which L have 

paid from the prison funds. In all these repairs, buildings, and improvements, J bave 

been very careful to have everything done in the best possible manner, he wing regard 

to utility, durability, and appearance. 

An appropriation was made last year of $100, for the purchase of a library for the 

use of the convicts, and a library has accordingly been purchased of between two an 

three hundced good books. They are given out and taken in every Saturday afternoon. 

Disbursements.—To paid for provisions, 26,612 13; for clothing, 4,381 64; for 

hospital department, 282 69; expenses and fel, 3,151 00; prisoners discharged, 338 00; 

officers’ salaries, 15,528 10; transportation of prisoners, 624 483; repairs of real estate, 

76 26: total, $30,994 30. Balance of income, $807 35. 

Income.—Stone department, $10,936 28: labor department, 19,309 67 ; fees of ad- 

mittance, 1,480 70: reuts. 75 00: total, $31,801 65. 
FREDERICK ROBINSON, Warden. 

1845.—-Puysician’s REPorRT. 

The records of the Physician’s department of the prison, prior to the 22nd of Javuary 

of the present year, the time of my entering upon my duties, show that, since the last 

annual report up to that date, 42 patients had been admitted to the hospital. One death 

occurred from paralysis. The number of days spent in the hospital was 1,296. The 

number of days’ labor abated to invalids was 98: and 246 days of light iabor had been 

ordered by the Physician. 

  

644. pt. 2, 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON. 201 

penne, the 22nd of January no death has occurred in the institution. 20 patients have 
bee en a dmi ed to the hospital 643 fare a large portion of which has occarred in the 

or three patients, have been spent ip the hospital ; 
have been abated to invalids fo: ¢ ; © posal have days of faber raday; and 31 y: reer any prescription 5 3 days of light labor have been allowed 

The total of statistics of th instituti nae e health of the institution reckoned thus, would be as 

atom September 30th, 1844, to January 22nd, 1845, the number of deaths were 1; 
rE em 3 ndmnitte to hospital, 42; days spent in hospital, 1,296; days labor excused, 
v8: ‘ ay fs ht abor, 246. From January 22nd, 1845, to September 30th, 1845 the 
mum ver of cathe were 0: adinitted to hospital, 20; days spent in the hospital 643 ; 
ays labor excused, 186; days light labor, 313. : ications daily, fa the vene f nadd L863 days lig : Average number of applications daily, 

These statistics show that a great degree of j i anh ; g gree of health has been enjoyed at the priso 
during the time I have been connected with it. Beyond the information, conveyed by 
‘ hese numerical results, the character of the diseases has generally béen pulmonary at- 
tacks. oceurring in the winter. or diarrhea, of which we bad most in the warmest part 

« summer. Cases of this latter kind have readily yi ici f the . adily yielded to medicine; and. 
the w hole, I should conceive the statement well warranted that an equal, or even 
cater than the average health of the community, has been enjoyed by the convicts. 

4 Resides @ humane liberality exercised by the officers in allowing the men to state 
ee compl aints, if they fancy they have any, in whose instances it often happens 
hat ; wey are fanciful, a large number receive some trifling prescription without any 

ar erence with their usual occupations. Occasionally an instance occurs where ill- 
pes is feigned designedly + but_such attempts are usually unsuccessful, and are not of 
ne 4 ent occurrence. Many of the applicants, of course, are refused the prescription 
o he active medicines which they imagine they need, and are often sent back without 
‘ ny prescription at all; but their reception of such refusal has generally been good-na- 
we and good-mannered, and as docile as I could expect. . 8 

I eee the health of the prison, I beg leave to mention two subjects which 
é o receive attention—a better ventilation of i 

more complete apparatus for bathing. the sleeping cells, and 
‘n The defect of the former seems owing to the mode of construction of the night prison 
10 not paving. larger onter windows. The deficiency in question is only felt in the ex- 

' peat of summer. To this cause in part is attributable the diarrhea, which quite 
a num er experienced a slight attack of, as above noticed. , 

n regard to the matter of bathi gi . g: hing, no argument need be used to show that 
sional bath of warm water, during th rn ce as mach e cold months onal bath of warm water, iz of the year, would conduce as mach 

pane beneficial operation of the establishment of the Board of, Commissioners on 
: macy, to nvestigate cases of insanity in the prison, has had but little occasion to dis- 

pe y ise uring the past year. No instances have occurred requiring a removal of 
aa sane prisoner to the State Lunatic Hospital. But I have been glad to avail myself 
one nee in one instance, where, though I was persuaded of the insanity of the 
eo viet g thought fit to yield to the prisoner’s own request, and permit him to return 

. J. W. BEMIS, Physician. 

1846.—Insrectors’ Report. 

of’ Inspectors are happy to say, from information obtained in the course of their 
ohjcots 2a Hes. hat the condition of the prison has been as prosperous, and its general 
he ris 2 we) attained, uring the past year, as at any former period. If less labor 

have hone eormee than at other times, during a like period, it is because the numbers 
none nese ese, tl an at any other time, for the last twenty years. We see in this fact 
ve ical ‘ions of moral improvement among the people at large. Other causes there 

ay be, than the one heressuggested, which contribute to this reduction of the number 
of pris iev i i i et Hs ieoners, but we believe that an improved state of public morals rightfully comes 

cha king into account the amount expended for books to enlarge the library, and other 
have, no in the ordinary range of current expenses, the earnings of the prison 

een sufficient to meet its outlays, within about one hundred dollars; and even 
this deficiency would have b i i bes, paid for ud ha e been extinguished, but for the increased prices that have 

provisions; one article of f 
dollars more than it did the year before. ood alone, has cost not Jese than » thousand 

40  
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A high degree of health has prevailed among the prisoners. Probably mo canner ts 

of equal numbers, can be found among the great mass of people withau he ra sO, F a 

prison, who have enjoyed the blessings of health in a greater, if in an equal egrees | ‘or 

the same length of time,—one death only having occurred Jor the last eco years. | the 

Tt is a fact generally known, that a sentiment prevails to a imite ex outs aga nst the 

the system of imprisonment called congregate system, adopted in our State; 

favor of the separate system, which is adopted in Pennsylvania F hist 

By their fruits ye shail know them,—is a sentiment that comes ee rom ig 2 

anthority ; and by it we would test the character and merits of these ¢ i brent sys ems 

of punishment. Look, then, at the degree of health, both of body an of maint 7u ‘| 

has prevailed for years past, in these different institutions, the deaths that have oceurred, 

in proportion to their inmates. Look at the industry and earnings of the pe ‘soners. 

Look at the financial condition of the two institutions, aud also at the arpounts amnually 

expended by the State for their support, aud at various other points of comparison,— 

d he record decide between them. , . 

and et ne eae arate confinement, we think, is erroneous, imaginary, and theos 

retical,—is opposed to the nature of man, and to the Tews of mind that govern him, an 

i i ingle argument founded in truth. ; 

. a ae clatms avemark. The desire for reading useful books, manifested by 

the prisoners, since the enlargement of the. library, is highly gratifying, and, in one 

opinion, justifies the hope, thal the public wil be fully reminerated ter outlays tor the 

i ver 3 minds of the convicts. improvement of the hearts an onvicts. RD SUMNER, 

SAMUEL GREELF, \ Inspectors. 

ABRAHAM F. HOWE. J 

1846.—Warpen’s Report. 

‘The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1, 1845, was 287 ; the 

whole number of convicts received into the prison during the year ending September 

: is 78: total, 365. . . 

0 Neoeseged from the prison during the year ending September 30, 1846 : by expira- 

tion of sentence. 100; by remission of sentence, 7}, by order of court, 3; escaped, 1 ; 

died, 1: total, 112. The whole number remaining in prison, September 30, 1846, 253. 

Ages of those in Prison.—15 to 20 years, 23; 20 to 30, 113; 30 to 40, 67; 40 to 450, 

295 5 16; 60 to 70, 5. ; ; 
ae ease. Larceny, 59; common and notorious theft, 15; burglary, 11 burglary e 

Qnd degree, 4; burglary and Jarceny, 4: arson, 4; arson, 2nd degree, 23 murder, By 

assault, with intent to murder, 5; assault with intent to rape, 7 $ adultery, 53 mul icious 

burning and larceny, 13 kidnapping, 1; assault and highway robbery, 1; incest, ; 

robbery 2; manslaughter, 7; store breaking and larceny, 13 assault and ro b pery, 1 : 

highway robbery in 2nd degree, 2; breaking and entering a bank and burglary, 1 

maliciously setting fire to a manufactory, which was destroyed with its contents, | é 

forgery and cheating, 1; assault with intent to rob, 33 having in possession counteriet 

bank bills, with intent to pass the same, 63. having in possession counterfeit coin, with 

intent to pass the same, 2+ burning a barn in the night time, 1; felonious assault ona 

female child, 1; shop breaking, 2; breaking and entering a shop and larceny, 175 per- 

jury, 1; breaking and entering « shop in this prison, 15 stealing, Ls felonious assault, 

5; ‘stealing from a dwelling-house in the ni ht time, 1; burning a dwelling- ouse, Ts 

maliciously removing a rail frora a railroad, 2; stealing from the person, 4; stealing 

from a vessel in the night time, 1; polygamy, 2: breaking and entering a dwelling: 

house and stealing therein, 12; burning a barn, 1; passing a counterfeit bank bill, 2; 

counterfeiting, 2; having in possession and passing a forged order, 1 aping from 

the house of correction, 3; counterfeiting and passing a bank bill, 1; felonious assault 

and larceny, 1; stealing from a shop in the night time and daytime, 2; poisoning veith 

intent to kill, 1; passing counterfeit money, 4; bigamy, 3; passing @ counterfeit bank 

note, 1; breaking and entering a dwelling-house in the daytime, with attempt to steals 

35 attempting to set fire, 1; embezzlement and larceny, 1; rape, 15 breaking an 

entering a shop in the night time, 2; accessory to a larceny before the fact, 15 coum 

terfeiting an order, 15 forgery, 3; receiving stolen goods, 1; assault, with intent 

commit a larceny, 2; assault and mayhem, 1: total, 253. 7 

Term of Sentences.—1 year, 14; 1 year and 3 months, 2; 1 year and 6 months, 13 

1 yeay and 10 months, 1: 2 years, 42; 2 years and 3 months, 2; 2 years and 6 months, 
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2; 2 years and 8 months, 2; 2 years and 9 months,2; 3 years, 40; 3 years and 6 
months, 3; 3 years and 9 months, 1; 3 years and 10 months, 2; 4 years, 29; 4 years 
and 6 months, 4; 5 years, 24; 5 years and 3 months, 1; 6 years 8; 6 years, and 4 
months, 1; 7 years, 16; 8 years, 2; 10 years, 13; 10 years and 6 months, 1; 12 years, 
1; 13 years, 1; 14 years, 1; 15 years, 3; 17 years, 1; 18 years, 1; 35 years, 1; life, 
15: total, 253. 

Places of Nativity.—Massachusetts, 90; Maine, 14; New Hampshire, 10; Vermont, 
12; Connecticut, 10: Rhode Island, 5; New York, 27; New Jersey, 3; Pennsylvania, 
7; Maryland, 1; Ohio, 2; North Carolina, 2; Virginia, 3; South Carolina, 1; Del- 
aware, 1; Missouri, 1; South America, 2; England, 20; Ireland, 23; Scotland, 3: 
France, 2; Canada, 5; Nova Scotia, 2; Malta, 1; Cape de Verd, 1; Sweden, 1; Ma. 
deira, 1; Germany, 1; New Brunswick, 1; Prince Edward’s Island, 1: total, 253. 

Employment.—Stonecutters, 61; carpenters, tool grinders, 3; team hands, 7; 
blacksmiths, 15; whitesmiths, 3; tin workers, 8; engravers and printers, 5; cabinet- 
makers and upholsterers, 66; brushmakers, 23; batters, 3; cooper, 1; shoemakers, 
11: tailors, 4; employed in cookery, 11; baker, 1; washers, 2; barbers, 2; sweep- 
ers, 6; wood and coal carriers and lumpers, 3; in hospital, 2; invalids, 8; waiters and 
messengers, 4; in cells, 2: total, 253. 

The 78 convicts received the Jast year were convicted as follows:—-At Boston, 31; 
Worcester, 5; Lowell, 4; Dedham, 3; Cambridge, 1; Northampton, 2; Springfield, 
3; New Bedford. 9; Ipswich,2; Lenox, 2; Taunton, 9; Barnstable, 1; Concord, 2; 
Greenfield, 1: total, 78. 

There are 12 negroes and 11 mulattoes in this prison. 
The largest number of convicts in prison, at any time during the past year, was 287 ; 

the smallest number was 243; the average number has been 262. 
It gives me great pleasure to report that a state of unprecedented health has pre- 

vailed. There has been but one death during the year, and no one has been released 
from prison on account of ill health since I have been connected with it. Order, in- 
dustry, kind feelings, and consequently contentment, and a good degree of happiness. 
have constantly existed among us. There have been no outbreaks, no resistance of 
authority; and there has been less of punishment, and less cause for the infliction of 
punishment, than ever heretofore. A desire of self-improvement among the convicts 
has been excited, and prevailed in a remarkable degree ; so that the time not assigned 
to labor, has been devoted very generally to reading, writing, ciphering, and other 
studies calculated to inform the mind, soften the affections, and improve the character. 
The prison library now consists of rising four hundred volumes, of the best books in 
our language. And it is really beautitul to observe, how joyfully every convict ap- 
pears to receive a new book from the hbrary, every Saturday afternoon. 

A society has been formed, during the past year, among the convicts, called “ The 
Massachusetts State Prison Society for Moral Improvement and Mutual Aid,” and a 
majority of the convicts have become members of this society, and have pledged 
themselves, sincerely I have no doubt, to live up to the requirements of the constita- 
tion aud by-laws of this society. 

Constitution and By-lnws of the Massachusetts State Prison Society for Moral 
Improvement and Mutual Aid. 

_ We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby associate and form ourselves 
into a society, to be known as the “ Massachusetts State Prison Society for Moral 
Improvement and Mutual Aid,” and do furthermore adopt the following constitution or 
code of rnles and regulations, by which the society is to be governed, and its doings 
and transactions regulated. 

The officers of this society shall be a president, vice-president, and secretary. 
The warden of the prison shall, ex officio, be president, and, when present, shall 

preside in all meetings of the society, and shall have the entire control and direction 
of the doings and transactions of such meetings. 

The vice-president of the society shall be the chaplain of the prison, whose duty it 
shall be to preside at its meetings in case of the absence of the president. 

The clerk of the prison shall be the secretary of the society, who shall keep a 
record of all such doings and transactions of the society as he may think proper sub- 
Jects of record; and, at every meeting of the society, the record of the meeting last 
holden shall be read. 

Meetiugs of the society may be called and holden at the discretion of the president. 
; There shall, in each and every year, be a special meeting of the society, known as 

its anniversary meeting, which shall be on or near the fourth day of July, on which 

e  
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occasion, such services shall be holden and such arrangements made, as the officers of 

the society shall judge best calculated to interest and do _ ; . 

Any prisoner may become a member of this society by subscribing his name to this 

constitution, unless the president shall see good reasons to the contrary. 
Every person, on becoming a member of the society, shall feel it to be his duty, and 

himself in honor pledged, to use all practicable means and helps for the improvement 

of his own mind and heart in knowledge and virtue, that by so doing he may be fitting 

himself for usefulness, respectability, and happiness, when he shail again enjoy the 

blessings of freedom and society; and, furthermore, studiously to avoid everything 

which tends to corrupt, to debase, and to destroy ; and thus to obtain the mastery over 

those passions and appetites, to whose influence and control so many owe their down- 

fall and ruin. . 

Every member of this society shall feel himself bound habitually so to act and 

demean himself, that his example may be safely copied by his fellows, and to use no 

qnfluence on others whose tendency is not safe and salatary. 

Members of the society, when discharged from prison, shall, unless a wish to the 

contrary be expressed, still be members, and shall feel pledged to use all lawfal and. 

proper means to benefit those who may have been inmates of this prison; and in no 

case, or under any circumstances, to use an influence to seduce them from the path of 

virtue, but, on the other hand, to strive to do them good, and to aid and cheer them 

on in their efforts to become respectable and useful. | ; . 

Every member of the society shail, on his discharge from prison, consider himself i: 

honor pledged to total abstinence from the use of all intoxicating drinks. . 
If any member of the society shall, essentially or grossly, violate the obligations 

voluntarily assumed by becoming a member of the society, it shall be the duty of the 
president to erase his name from the list of members ¢ and such person shall net be 
re-admitted until the expiration of at least threc months; nur then, unless the president 
shall see good and satisfactory reasons for so doing. 

The officers of the prison may become members of the society, and, by so doing, 
shall consider themselves in duty bound to use all practicable means, not inconsistent 
with the laws and regulations established for the discipline of the institution, to aid 
and assist all its members in the furtherance and accomplishment of the ends contem- 
plated and recognized in the formation of this society. 

The officers of the society may admit, from without, such persons as they may see 
fit, as honorary members, who may attend its meetings and take part in its transactions, 
as the president may think proper; but such honorary members shall not be allowed 
to share in the government of the society, or in directing or controlling its business or 

management. 
In addition to the officers before named, there shall be a committee, styled the com- 

mitice of conference, which shall consist of six persons selected from among the 
prisoners. together with the president, vice-president, and secretary. The president 
shall be chairman of said committee. That portion of the committee composed o 
prisoners shall be appointed as follows, viz.: the president shall name three of the 
prisoners, members of the society, who shall be a committee to bring in a nomination 
of six persons, whom they consider suitably qualified to be members of said committee 
of conference; and these persons, so nominated, if chosen by a majority of the mem- 
bers, and approved by the president, shall constitute a part of said committee of con- 
ference. The business of this committee shall be to consult together in regard to the 
best means of furthering the great ends designed to be accomplished by this society. 
This committee may be called together whenever the chairman shall see fit. 

Every member of this society, who, on his discharge from the prison, shall have so 
demeaned himself during the term of his imprisonment, and as a member of this 
society, as to secure the approbation of the president, shall receive a handsomely 
engraved or printed certificate, signed by the president, vice-president, and secretary, 
certifying to the same, and recommending him to the friendship, patronage, and con- 
fidence of the community wherever his lot may be cast. 

Recognizing the fact of our dependence on God for success in all our attempts to do 
good, and feeling how much we need His aid and blessing, all the regular meetings 

of this society shall be opened with prayer. 
This constitution, and the by-laws which from time to time may be adopted, may be 

altered or amended as the committee of conference may find it expedient, in order to 
romote the best interests of the society: and every such alteration shall be made 

Known to the aociety at its next subsequent meeting. 
By-Laws.—The meetings of the society shall be called to order by the president, or, 
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in his absence, by the presiding officer—after which, the blessing of God shall be im- 
plored by the chaplain, or such other person present as the president may invite. 

All the proceedings or business transactious of every such meeting, shall be conducted 
strictly according to the directions of the presiding officer. 

At every meeting of this society, some subject or question shall be given out for 
cobsideration at the next subsequent meeting. Any member of the society may sug- 
gest subjects or questions for consideration, but the selection shall be made by a 
majority of the board of officers. 

All remarks made by any member shall be addressed to the presiding officer, and 
through him to the meeting; and if, at any time, two or more persons shall rise-to 
speak at the same time, the presiding officer shall have the precedence. 

No remarks of a personal nature, ur reflecting unfavorably on the conduct or charac- 
ter of any member, or auy person connected with the prison, shall ever be allowed. 

The foregoing constitution and by-laws were drawn up by the Rev. Mr. Curtis, 
chaplain of the prison, who is deserving of great credit for his services in originating 
and forming this society, which has already been highly beneficial, and is destined, 1 
have no doubt, to be an instrument of great good in time to come. The meetings of 
this society are held every other Thursday afternoon, one hour before sundown, and all 
the meetings have been characterized by great decorum, order, and attention, and the 
iisenssions have all been highly interesting, instructive, and improving. The first 
anniversary of the society was held on the 4th of July last, which, in addition to reli- 
gions services, consisted of singing, instrumental music, original songs, poems, and 
speeches, by the convicts, all of which were of a high order, and would not have been 
tiscreditable to any assembly whatever. The constitution of the society admits of 
tonorary members, and many of our most philanthropic and distinguished citizerfs have 

vailed themselves of the privilege to become members. | My great desire is to make 
this prison, as nearly as it can be consistently with the laws and the discipline, a great 
labor school, where every man shall have encouragements and opportunities to iraprove 
his mind, his moral and religious character; to acquire habits of industry, habits of 
temperance, habits of order, habits of neatness, and a trade or skill in some manual 
laber-—so that when he shall be discharged from prison, he may be qualified to enter 
into competition with his fellow-men to earn an honest livelihood for himself and 
amily. 

The last Legislature appropriated from the funds of the prison $250 for building a 
bathing-house in the prison yard, with suitable apparatus for bathing; and a very hand- 
sume building has been erected for this purpose over the canal, and provided with 
suitable apparatus, for cold, warm, and shower bathing. I have caused the drains of 
the prison, which used to empty into the canal, to be turned off and discharged through 
the prison walls into tide water, and the canal to be thoroughly cleaned out; and as 
the water flaws in and out of this canal every tide, it is now an excellent place for 
bathing in the summer time, and this, with the warm baths, affords excellent accom- 
modation for bathing both in summer and winter. 

It is contended by some, that prisons should be places of punishment, and that se- 
verity, hardships, deprivations, and sufferings should be inflicted, as a means of refor- 
mation, as a terror against evil-doing, and as a warning to others. But the world has 
pursued this course up to this time with ill success. Wherever convicts have been the 
inost neglected, and the most cruelly treated, crime has the most abounded. We must 
overcome evil with good. 

A large amount of labor and material has been expended during the year, in grading 
and macadamizing the prison yard, of which no account has been taken. 
Disbursements.—To provision department, $7,194 15; to hospital do., 189 27; to 

clothing do., 4,472 47; to expense, 3,512 11; to prisoners discharged, 459 00; to pay 
of officers, 15,526 46; to transportation of prisoners, 63470; repairs of real estate, 
398 20; to new bathing-house, 305 97: total, $32,692 33. 
‘Income.—By stone department, $14,469 73; by labor department, 16,098 84; by 

fees of admittance, 1,324 00; by rents, 265 00; by profits and Joss, 29 78; by balance, 
being deficit of income, 504 98: total $32,692 33. 
_ From the above deficit should be deducted $305 97, as the expense of the new bath- 
ing-house, and $100 as the money paid for the increase of the library, leaving the true 
deficit of income only $99 01. 

FREDERICK ROBINSON, Warden.  



206 MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON. 

1846.—Puysician’s Report. 

A high degree of health has prevailed amoug the prisoners during the past year. of 

the limited amount of sickness which has occurred, there has been nothing of an un- 

usual character, or such as peculiarly connects itself with the supposed disadvantages 

of an institation of this kind. While the aggregate of disease among the convicts oe 

not seem to exceed that of the community at large, T am not aware of the existence of 

any type of disorder among them, even to a limited extent, which is to be consideres 

directly attributable to their confinement. . . ; . 

Diseases of the lungs, or tendencies to pulmonary difficulties, are more noticeable 

than any other, but not to a larger proportion, perhaps, than in society generally, or 

irly ris * vi urse of life. than may fairly be accounted for by the prisoner’s previous co! "life. 

There has been one death during the past year. William Doyle died in September, 

of cachexy, or vital exhaustion, aged 64 years. He had been in prison about six 

months, and came with a coustitution broken down by intemperance. This is the 

only death which has occurred within the institution sinte December, 1844. During 

v i f 2 1 of sickness. 
this period, no pardon has been granted on accoun . ; 

Fifty-eight different prisoners have been admitted to the hospital daring the year— 

seven having been admitted three times. and four twice. The number of days spent in 

the hospital by these was 883. Tu addition to these, 644 days have been passed there 

by those who were adinitted 2 invalids for a single day. som th . 4 

During the past year, I have been obliged to resort to amputation three times, ani 

once to the removal of a tumor, of a serious character, from the neck. — to) of the am- 

putations were of the thigh, and one of the arm. The disease which required the 

amputations of the thigh was necrosis of the bones, and had been of long standing pre- 

vious to the commitment of the patient. . . . 

No tables have ever been kept here showing the condition of health of the convicts 

when received, by which to compare their relative degree of the same when discharged. 

No new case of insanity has occurred during the year. The services of the commis- 

sioners of lunacy were put in requisition in one instance, to determine upon the expedi- 

ency of recommitting a conviet to the State Lunatic Hospital, who had been sent back to 

the prison from that institution, and who was, by the unanimous vote of the commis 

‘ion, sent back. 
. 

“om J. W. BEMIS, Physician. 

1846.—CuHarLain’s Report. 

Of the 78 prisoners received the past year, 53 were either foreigners or natives of 

other States of the Union, leaving but 25 aa native citizens of this Commonwealth. . 

Tt is matter of great satisfaction that a state of more liberal and kindly feeling is 

extending itself in our community, towards those who are discharged from the State 

Prison. These men, going out into the world with the loss of character, and laboring 

under manifold discouragements, need, in a peculiar manner, the sympathy and friendly 

aid of the Christian public. The hand of Christian kindness extended to them—a kind 

word to encourage and to cheer—a willingness to give them employment and a home 

will do much to allay prejudice, to dissipate discouragement, and to cheer them on- 

ward in their efforts to elevate themselves to the standard of respectability and useful- 

ness im the world. But if, on their discharge, the “cold shoulder” is turned to them, 

and they meet naught bat the frowning look, the contemptuous sneer, the chilling 

repulse, when employment and patronage are respectfully and earnestly solicited—who 

that is acquainted with human nature need wonder, if, discouraged and utierly dis- 

heartened by such treatment and such repulses, they should recklessly return back to 

their former course and habits. . . sth 

But while the offender against the laws of the State is to be pitied, and treated. with 

all due kindness and humanity—and while every practicable means ought to be applie 

for his reformation, and his encouragement in the way of well-doing—he should feel 

that there must be laws and adequate penalties, and that the general welfare demands 

their faithful execution—that the government is not the offending party, but himself— 

that individual interests must always be subordinate to the general good. Feeling thus, 

he will be prepared to estimate the necessity and value of the wholesome restraints 0 

civil government, as securing his own Personal rights and interests, while, at the same 

ii ential interesta of the whole. time, they guard the essen JARED CURTIS, Chaplain. 
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Synopsis of the Reports of the Connecticut State Prison, for 
1844 and “1846. — 

1844.—Directors’ Report. 

The net profits of the institution for the past year, as will be seen by reference to 
the Warden’s report hereunto annexed, has been $6,808 92. 

he government and discipline of the prison have been strict, firm, consistent, sys- 
tematic, and humane; and the conduct of the convicts has been good, with but few 
exceptions; while the financial affairs of the prison have continued to maintain their 
distinguished high standing. 

From the following statements, the income or profits, after defraying every expense 
for the support and management of the cunvicts, may be seen for each year since the 
prison has been in operation; amounting in the aggregate to the sum of $93,146 48, 
including about $1,000 in tools, ete., received from the old prison in Granby at the 
commencement of the institution. 

Amount of tools received from Newgate, 1827, $1,070 32; profit from October 1. 
1827, to March 31, 1828, 1.017 16: profit for the year ending March 31, 1829, 3.229 41; 
March 31, 1830, 5,068 94; March 31, 1831, 7,824 02; Marcb 31, 1832, 8,713 53; 
March 31, 1833, 1,206 90, loss irom April 1 te June 6, 1883, 768 70; balance, 438 12; 

March 31, 1835, 8 83; March 31, 1836, 6,505 49; 
March 31, 1838, 5,015 Mareh 31, 1839, 3,060 28; 

3 March 31, 1841, 8.282 90; March 31, 1842, 8,065 29; 
March 31, 1843, 7 March 31, 1844, 6,808 total, £93,146 48. 

From the above it will be seen, that with the exception of the year when the pres- 
eut Warden was removed, and during his absence from the prison, the annual increase 
or profits of the institution have continued to be mere uniform than those of any simi- 
lar establishment in the country; while the discipline has continued to improve, until 
it is “universally admitted that the Connecticut State Prison is,” so far as relates to 
discipline, moral and religious instruction, cleanliness, and general management, traly 
deserving to be “the pattern prison of the Auburn system.” 

The discipline and order of that prison, during this tine, are also represented by the 
Inspectors in their report, as having been in a deplorably bad state. This fact but con- 
firms us in our former opinion, that the moral and pecuniary improvement and success 
of a prison depends almost entirely upon its discipline, and the principal officer ad- 
ministering the same. The true cause of the embarrassment in the Sing Sing Prison, 
is obvious to every one in any manner acquainted with the subject. In that State, the 
moment either of the political parties gain the ascendency, and with it possession of 
the power, every person, from the superintendent to the gate-keeper, is forthwith re- 
moved to give station to others, who are inexperienced, and oftentimes totally unfit. 
it requires many years’ experience to manage a prison successfully, and but few men 
are qualified for such a station at all. The warden must be a man who is wholly 
penetrated by a faith in the system which he is to carry out, and he should have firm- 
ness and courage to enforce it. 

It is fully believed that the uniform success and prosperity of the Connecticut Prison, 
for so long a series of years, have been mainly owing to the systematic and uniform 
course with which the institution has been conducted by the Warden, and to his suc- 
cessful exertions in keeping its management entirely aloof and independent of all local 
or party influences of the vicinity where it is located, as well as to the fact, that while 
the friends of the two political parties for the last ten years have had the direction and 
supervision of the establishment for about an equal length of time, no change or altera- 
tions have been made in its policy or government. 

The unusual efforts to instruct the younger portion of the convicts, which were no- 
ticed in the Directors’ report last year, have been continued during the year now 
brought to a close. In addition to the regular daily morning and evening services, and 
preaching on the Sabbath, the Warden, Chaplain, and Clerk, devote a part of the day 
to teaching several classes, who ate assembled in the chapel for that purpose. 

The female convicts are all employed in their particular department in cooking, 
washing, making and mending clothes for the prisoners, and in the ekeining of sewin, 
silk and manufacture of palm-leaf hats. We are confident that the female department 
of no other prison in the Union can compare with the order, discipline, aud strict at- 
tention which are exhibited by the inmates of this, while at labor under the care of the 
matron,  
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1n some of the counties, the present condition of the jails is gach as to be off eee 

iding i nity. Good county jails are as 
and abiding interest to the whole commun f necessary 

i 3 the safety of persons and property, 
carry into effect a proper system of discipline for safety of persons ond ee 

{ i f the State institution itself; and the : 
tand for the reformation of the offenders, as a me fe Direct 

i vill si hen the representatives of the peop 
ors trust that the time will soon come W entati ie pew 

is subject in ea 8 Jax none of their efforts until the unsa 
take hold of this subject in earnest, and re! ‘i i Sane nee ne 

jlapi 1 WM disgr our counties are demolished, an 
dilapidated coops which still disgrace some oO! C : mnolished ane oo oF 

ri iscipline plan substituted in their place. e imp 
ones upon the Prison Disciplu subs e ane an try 

jai y tiently appreciated throughout! ‘yi 
well-regulated jails, we fear, is not suliicien! ed. throug no ee el 

iti k 2 5 tutions generally are in decidedly 7 
as it is well known that the State insti g ‘ i te ni 

i jails. T tted, as we firmly believe there 1s 
tion than the common jails. This is to be regre Ha rly believe aor aaty 

inj esulting to the morals of the prisoners from con ¢ 

mons upod the old system, as there are benefits arising from the new system in our 

itentiaries. . 
. - 

Pethere are a class of prisoners who are not depraved, who possibly may have acted 

in a state of excitement. Such persons can be improved by strict Perper are not 
: : e 

igi influence, and by confinement in separate cell's, where 

Prop ens infect 1 1 rupti ani md can have an opportu- 
i i orrupting companions, a t 

brought into infectious coutact we corrupting 2 P » and can have a OPPO toe 

for I e 

oF ‘Hartford, New Haven, New London and Windham, where the attempt has been 

made, is of ‘a similar charactgr with that accomplished by removing the State prison 

‘ i in Sims 7 system there is les gi 
from the copper mines in Simsbury. Under the new sy: r 

of coeapes the health and morals of the prisoners are improved. as well as the ex: 

sounties, for their confinement, almost, if not entirely removed. 

pense of the counties, RICHARD NILES, ; 
JOHN COTTON SMITH, Jx., ¢ Directors. 

EDWIN STEARNS, 

1844.—Warpen’s Report. 

Employment.—-The 192 convicts in confinement, March 31, 1844, were employed as 

He ton Oontvact-—Making rales, 15; making chairs, 254 varnishing and finishing 

3 + making table cutlery, 50; shoemakers, 25: total, 120. | . . 

oon depnnt of “the State Making chair seat frames, 4; making chair seats, Wi 

knotting, " splitting, and shaving cane, 10; mending clothes for prisoners’ ee i 

making shoes for prisoners, 1; barber, 1; hall waiters, 2: ont-door Jumpers, #3 inves 

lids, 33 hospital nurse, 1; in hospital, 2; insane, 15 females, making palm lea : ata, § ; 

females, making and mending prisoners’ clothes, 2; cooking, washing, etc., 7; skein: 

ing silk, 1; hospital nurse, 1: total, AMOS PILSBURY, Warden. 

1944.-—Puysician’s Report. 

victs are, to a very considerable extent, from that class in the coramunity 

who ae dissolute, ntomperater and consequently irregular in their habits, many of them 

are committed to prison with impaired constitutions, and predisposition to diseases “ 

the vital orgaus. ‘This class is larger in the Connecticut State Prison in proportion 3 

the whole number than in many of the other State prisons, from the fact t rat Fis ne 

vicinity of the large cities in the neighboring States, they are sentenced to the hou 

ction. . oa. . . 

OF ee plone influenza, which prevailed extensively in this part of the country an 

July, affected the convicts severely ; and with the diseases of the summer and autu 

months, constituted the principal amount of sickness of a general charact*r. ton 

Twelve convicts have died during the year. The first died June 12, of consuimphon 

The second died June 15, of scrofulous eulargement of the heart, preceded by syp ane 

and followed by dropsy. The third died June 20, with dropsy of the heart, mt we 

ula, and adhesion of all the abdominal viscera,-from previous disease. The fourt ed 

July 14, with scrofulous ulceration of the lungs, and an abscess near the spine, comm 

nicating with the cavity of the chest. The fifth died J aly 17th, of consumption. Jon 

sixth died July 27, of consumption. The seventh died August 21, of consump Oe 

The eighth died October 9, with fever, complicated with disease of the bowels. Tbe 

ninth Sued October 30, of consumption, preceded by protracted dyspepsia. ayie 

tenth died January 11, of consumption; his constitution having been previously 
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paired by syphilitic disease. The eleventh died March 11, of hydrothorax, his consti- 
tution having been previously broken down by intemperance. The twelfth died 
March 23, of consumption. 

Of the fatal cases, eight were from the colored convicts, who compose but a little 
more than a quarter of the whole number. It also appears from the records of the 
vison that, since the commencement of the institution in 1828, half of the deaths have 
een among the blacks, amounting to 5.40 per cent., while the mortality among the 

whites has been but about 1.07 per cent. In respect to each class, the employment 
and discipline is precisely the same. The fact that the colored population pussess leas 
vitality than the white, and that they are more liable to death from similar causes, has 
attracted the attention of many who have examined the subject within the jast two 
years; and this is more particularly trae of those who are confined in prison, as they 
are more liable to be affected with diseases of the vital organs. 

A writer* who has bestowed much attention upon this subject, says, that “ the ata- 
tistics of our northern cities show that the proportion of deaths among the blacks 
compared with the whites is nearly three to one.” As there have been during the 
last year. and in 1842, a larger number of convicts with impaired constitutions, and. 
predisposition to disease of the lungs, the number of deaths has been larger than in pre- 
vious years; and although larger than in some prisons, it is also smaller than in others. 
In several of the States, the Governor has the power of pardoning convicts, which he 
can exercise at any time during the year when it may appear to be necessary or proper. 

All the convicts in this prison to whom pardons were granted in 1843, possessed good. 
health, while three of those whose petitions were rejected were very infirm, and are 
now dead; and in one of these cases at least, the great object of confinement and pun- 
ishment was secured, as evinced by an apparent and thorough reformation. 

The subject appears to me to be worthy of the consideration of the Legislature, that 
some provision should be made for granting pardons to such convicts as are affected 
with disease which must necessarily prove fatal, (especially where they can be pro- 
vided for by their friends,) at other Umes than during its brief session. 

The fact that in several States pardons are granted on account of sickness, prevents 
arriving at any definite conclusions with respect to the comparative mortality. 
Maryland Penitentiary, among 287 convicts, twenty-one died, and twelve were par- 
doned, but whether from sickness or other causes, we are not informed; nor can we 
compare the mortality among white and black convicts in that State, as negroes on a 
second conviction of felonies are sold out of the State. In Auburn prison there were 
eleven deaths in 1843, and twelve were pardoned, as we are informed by the Physi- 
cian’s report, “to save life.” The whole number of pardons was thirty-eight; and 
within the last ten years, three hundred and ninety-eight have been pardoned. If an 
equal proportion in each year were pardoned in consequence of sickness, the whole 
number discharged from that cause will exceed one hundred. 

ARCHIBALD WELCH, Physician. 

1844.—Cuaprain’s Report. 

We have formed three classes which are assembled every Sabbath for intellectual 
and religious training. Two of these classes are males from the juvenile department, 
the other includes all the females. _ The latter have made as great improvement, espe- 
cially in reading and spelling, considering their opportunities, as could possibly have 
been expected. 

They can all read quite well, with the exception of two who have recently come 
here, and appreciate the effort which is being made for their mental and moral elevation. 
The male classes have made commendable improvement in reading, spelling, and in a 
general knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. A number of these are in the radiments 
of the English language. Some of them are very desirous to learn to read, but appear 
to be destitute of that kind of mental perception or power of comprehension by which 
the mind grasps and retains ideas. 

Of the 170 male convicts here, 73 claim to have possessed good early habits. 97 
confess their early habits to have been bad. 93 claim to have had pious parents, mostly 
mothers. 65 admit that they were unmindful of the admonitions and counsels of 
their parents. 43 claim to have attended Sabbath school as scholars, 125 confess that 
they were almost daily in the use of intoxicating drinks. 99 of these admit that they 
were accustomed to habitual drunkenness. 40 of the 170 have been engaged in selling 

* Dr Nott, of Alabama. 
41  
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ram, and 22 in manufacturing it. 65 state that they were under the influence of ins 
toxicating liquor when they committed the crimes for which they are now imprisoned, 
157 acknowledge that they have practiced in different degrees the grossest licentious- 
ness. 30 state that their most besetting sin was licentiousness. 53 to be that of drunk- 
enness. 32 to be that of theft. 157 profess to believe in the Divine authenticity of 
the Bible, and in the Christian religion; and the same number have avowed their 
determination to reform their lives. 

The civil and social condition of the convicts may be inferred by the following 
statistics: — 

76 of the 170 males have been married ; 24 of this number have confessedly been 
guilty of criminal unfaithfulness to their wives. 

The above 76 have 186 children who survive te suffer the reproach of parental 
degradation. | ; 

34 claim to have learned a trade by serving a regular apprenticeship. 65 have tol- 
lowed the seas. There has been a small diminution of this class during the year. 

38 could not read at all when they came here. Most of those who have been here 
any length of time have learned to read, some of them quite fluently. 

NATHANIEL KELLOGG, Chaplain. 

1846.—Directors’ Report. 

This institution, during the past year, has fully sustained the high expectations 
of those who have been accustomed te look upon it as a model prison. The discipline 
is in the highest state of perfection; order and system pervade every department; 
and a ready and cheerful obedience is yielded to the rules and regulations of the estab- 
Hishment. : 

The number of prisoners in confinement on the 31st of March, 1846, was 1733; of 
which number 12 were females. The number received during the year was 36; dis- 
charged by the General Assembly, 6; and 6 have died 

The profits of the institution for the past year have amounted to the sum of $7,029 90. 
We were directed by the last General Assembly, to examine the bank account of 

the late and present Wardens. This duty has been discharged. We found that the 
account of the late Warden had been kept in his individual name, and so blended with 
the prison account, that it was very difficult, and in some instances impossible, to sep- 
arate them, and arrive at a satisfactory result. There appears, however, to be a con- 
siderable amount of interest due the State, which has not been credited upon the prison 
books. For example, for the year ending 31st of March, 1837. the amount of paper 
discounted at the Phoenix Bank for the late Warden, was $16,096 40; on which was 
paid the bank for discount, 230 70. To illustrate: A contractor owes the Stale 496 83; 
and as an accommodation, his note, made payable iu fonr months, is received. and the 
interest added thus: amount due from contractor, 496 83; interest four months and 
three days, 10 18,—$507 014. 

Instead of crediting the full uote, principal, and interest upun the prison books, we 
find only a credit of the principal, namely, $496 83. If the note had been permitted 
to remain in the possession of the Warden for sixty or ninety days, or even to matu- 
Tity, the interest thus gained ought to be credited on the prison books. The mode 
described of keeping accounts was not satisfactory to us, and doubtless was not con- 
templated by the General Assembly. é practice alluded to has not been pursued 
by the present Warden, the State having been fully credited for all interest received 
by him. 
"We made a careful examination of the late Warden’s deposit account, and found-a 

very considerable disagreement in this respect, between the books of the prison and 
those of the ba We give the following statement of the results of our examination 
of the accounts for a single year, namely, that ending on the 31st day of March, 1836. 
as a specimen of other periods: April Ist, 1836, cash on hand as appears by the prison 
books, $5,683 33; amount on deposit, as appears by the books of the bank, 3,587 68; 
deficient on deposit, 2,095 65. July 1st, cash on hand as appears by the prison books, 
2,360 06; amount on deposit in bank, 1,514 03; deficient on deposit, 846 03. Octo- 
ber Ist, cash on hand as appears by the prison hooks, 2.961 78; amount on deposit it 
bank, 597 99; deficient on deposit. 2,363 79. January Ist, 1837, cash on hand as ap- 

ars by the prison books, 4,768 69; amount on deposit in bank, 977 95; deficient 
on deposit, 3,790 74. April Ist, cash on hand as appears by the prison books, 8,096 23; 
amount on deposit in bank, 4,229 87; deficient on deposit, 3,866 36, 
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The reason of this disparity the Directors do not pretend to account for. In this 

not think it proper to pu it mi iv . : on G nual profits EF the institute as It might give a wrong impression in regard to the an- 

SELAH STRONG, 
PHILO HURD, ” } Directors. 
EZRA STRONG, J 

1846.—Warpen’s Report. 
im Foner Pe ean duties of Warden, fresolved to govern those committed to charg of: Kindness and humanity, so far as it should i believing that many would duly i aud ment, and quiedy euee eer 

h 'Y appreciate kind treatment, z i i 3 rules established for the government of the prison ‘nd quietly submit to the t is evident to every one acquainted with ‘ 
ie ‘ h the general character of those commit to prison, that without order and strict discipline, uo institution of this Kind sould 

affectionate appeals in some cases fail t subd. S i i i lances they have the desired effect. But When theve hve Fon beeSe it most in- ang punishment, properly inflicted only when the off is i i ho feeling of revenge in the breast of the chastised. fender is conscious of gui a the management of a prison, much depends 
tt an , pends on the character and cond: \. ordinate officers. Noman could succeed well, depending on indiscreet and unfaise ate’ over the convicts. Criminals are not usually destitute of dj and they readily take advant f i 7 Ja indifference seornments 

Behe reed on ws an age of undue severity, or stupid indifference, manifested 
If good counsel was always given f goo ‘ ays gx and the general deportment s i of convicts what it should be, much might be done that would. hese ae charge epress, the moral seusibilities of that class of our unfortunate fellow-men.’ en fan > fgome— Carpenter's shop, $2,809 13; chair seating shop, 3,369 48; smith sh 2.882 By cutlery shop, 2.412 59; shoe shop, 2,555 89; cabinet shop, 2,713 21; rane lishing shop, 936 il; female department, 39 97; cash from visitors, 573 02; “bal: moe oP imerest, 551 89: towal, $18,793 35. , * panne _fupenditures.— Expense account, 5,689 16: provision, 4,522 42; i dling. 648 Pi repairs and inprovements, 133 33; hospital account, BIg ye bed rorte of convicts, 160 46; discharged i 295 95; 2 gai , insti ton the Past year, 7,029 90; total, $19.793 55, “es 299 99 balance gained to institu: whole uumber in confinement, March 31, 1845 197; si i 

| . I AAhEe 7 . o 3 SIA ve 3 re 233. Discharged by expiration of sentence, 48; by pardon ot died, 6: teal 60. eaving Ta confinement March 31, 1846, 173. White males, 118;' colored 1 J "43; white females, 6; colored females, 6. ; , ee males, 435 mployment.—Under Ci — ing chai ; 
1s qprey nent nder Contract.— Making chairs, 34; cutlery, 42; shoes, 23; rules, 

On account of the State ~—Making chair seats. i 
an 2 fe—) g 8, 39; hall ers, 65 hospital nurse, 1; insane, 1: females employed Begg and outdoor ee and mending prisoners’ clothes, etc., 12: total 59 ” mS» making aces of Nativity.—Connecticut, 112; New York, 14: M: 

4 8 of d _ 5 - ' Massachusetts, ; piland, 33 New Jersey, 3; Delaware, 1: Maine, 1; New Hampshire, iS ‘onde tears vania, 1; Ireland, 1; England. 4; Canada, 1; Germany, 1; France 1; Isle weed 3 South America, 1; West Indies, 1; Scotland, 1: total 173 _ , here Convicted.—New Haven, 29; New London, 25: Fairf 35; H 5 Liohfeld 34; Middlesex, 13; Windham, 8; Tolland. . ‘ eareed, 395 Hartford, 215 ane rimes.— Burglary, 46; theft, 25; horse stealing, 18; arson, 11 ; attempt to kill, 12; ney a tee ie: rape, 7; manslaughter, 9; forgery, 4; passing counterfeit ‘mo. incauity, a ety 4 ery, 3; murder, 5; attempt to murder, 9; decoying child, 1; 

Term of Sentences.—Life, 19; 15 P - 19; years and $100 fine, 7; 10 years and 5 : ioe ears and 100 fine, 1; 10 years and 50 fine, 2; 4 years and 30 fine, 1s 2 yen ai i yen a yo and 100 fine, us 3 years and 50 fine, 2; 29 years, 1; 20 years, 2; f OG S43 12 years, 2; 10 years, 3; 9 years,7; 8 3 ; 
Pee baeas : : 35 » 7; 8 years, 8; 7 years, 9 tot a 5 years, 11; 4 years, 20; 3 years, 27; 2 years and 6 months, 5; 2 years, 28: 
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3; theft 1; rse stealing 
i: i 997.1828: burglary, 12; thett 1; horse stealing 

i Crimes since 1827.—1828: burg) : ; 

3 empt to and 3 attempt at rape, 1; breaking jail. 25 arson, ui aes ane 

: 3 ssi terfeit money, 44 arson, Ls 

; shter, 1; forgery, 3; passing coun 1 y.4 mt Ae helt 1; 
ran a nee 1; high crim ete., 1: total, 34 1820 2 barging: 22; the A 

horse ‘stealing, 11; attempt to kill, 45 attempt at rape: but rea i iz re Soacing 

abuse of female child, 15 attempt to mimrder, +3 mans augh er, LF forgery. 1 Pe 

fei 3 , 53 robbery, 2; bigamy, 1: M2 nes, C1C., © + 

counterfeit money Oe 
+? n : howe stealing, 6 : attemnpt to Bil, 43 attempt 

at rape 13 breaking jail, "45 arson, 43 abase of female oot # ne 

Gassing ‘fei reds y,73; robbery,2: toh 
i > pas terfeit money, $5 adultery, 73 | ys 

Bory: Peete Oy ho ne. 5d: attempt to kill, 8; attempt at rape 
y i ft. 2; horse stealing, 9; attemp . atten a 

aay: a dees of female child, 1: manslaughter, 1; forgery +8 i essing ae tones 

snoney, #5 adultery, 43 robbery, Ts BY i652 : barg! ary E85 303 hors 

stealing, 6; attempt to will, 183 c jal is a * 

money, 3; adultery, 3; perjury. ts t 65. 1 18: 

stealing, 3; attempt to kill, 43 attempt at rape, ve 

terfeit money, 1; adultery, 63 gamy, Lt tota : 5 wi 

horse stealing 6; attempt to kilt, 1; attempt fe re 3 

r, 1s f ; unterfeit money, 3 aa 3 . 

manslaughter forgery 1 af ss; theft, 11; horse stealing, 93 attempt to kill, 
. t,1: total, 54. 1835: bur; v, ; 113 | e stealing a eting coun” 

1; breaking jail, 2; arson, 2; attempt to murder, 33 manslangh ae a iw. 325 

terfeit money, 23 adultery, 8; murder, 1s bestiality, 1: tonal, 79. p83ee fary, 

theft, 9; horse stealing, 7; attempt to kil, 2; attempt at ape, 3 vt rea a 

gon. i 5 attempt to murder, 1; manslaughter, i fargery: 25 passin 4 erate ey: 

"adi j i : 7 eli 2 3 

: 3; perjury, 1; amy, 1: total, 66. borg 7 vert 18 

ig adult: 2 attewapt to fill, oy attempt at rape, 43 arson, 23 . abuse oF female 

mild, 1: pslaughter, 2; forgery assing connterfeit moucy, Es adultery, i 

oni vi total, 37 1838: bul 1 , 173 theft, 12; horse stealing, 7 attempt to ill, 

ey mpt at re “a: breaking jail, 2; arson, 23 abuse of female child, 
2; attempt at rape, ++ & + Re jure, 11 exposing 

assing counterfeit money, 21 adultery, 4; murder, 1; perjury, 74 4 ~posies 

otal 36. 1839: burglary, 27+ theft, 9; horse stealing, 33 attemnps ee H25 

43 forger 1; passing counterfeit money, 13 adultery, 6 robbery +. im vem, a 

tal 5G “Feat : burglary, 21; thefi, 11; horse stealing. 64 attempt to ki 7 ; gape, 1 

Sai eon 3: fo ° ry 2s re oD Sury, di 2 . 

breaking jail, 2; arson, 3; forgery, 43 adultery, @; robbery, 23 perjury, 1 he tal, 5 

4841: burglary, e7 +: theft, 12; horse stealing, 3; attempt at rape, 57 rape, 44. 
: g 2 

v2 

fei y, 13.-adultery, 
der, 2; passing counterfeit money, 13. aul ery 

ate Potal, 74. "842 Ppnrglary, 18; theft, 15; horse stealing. 
: » 74, ¥ ang: 

5; attempt to Kill, 13 aliempt at rape, 3; cape, 1s arson, ii attempt em er, 

forger 2; passing counterfeit money, 1; adultery. 2; murder, *i oben) 

ine ehaid i ; mayhem, 1; bigamy, 1; enticmg and decoying away elnld, ~+ 

1843: burglary 183 ing, 5; attempt to ki, 

rape, 13 breaking jail, 2: arson: 43 . 

3 7,5; murder, 1; bigam: 3 Total. 5 > . 

a ao hel 42 t Neise'stealing, Z ; attempt at rape, 2; rape, q5 arson 3 : atten 

to murder 4; manslaughter, 4; forgery, 23; passing counterfeit money. 4 am ry 

33 murder, Tt: total, 50. 1845: burglary, 18; theft, 12; horse stea ing. 8; item tC 

kill 53 attempt at rape, 3; arson, 2; attempt to murder, I: adultery, 5 an be ype, 

total, 87 1846: burglary, 10; theft, 63 horse stealing, 85 atiempt to kill, 3; 1s 

arso 2 1 3 fe y, 13a ry, 2: total . 
2; n, 2; manslaughter, 23 forgery, 15 adultery oe eek 6 INSON, Warden. 

1846.—Pnysictans’ Reports. 
vere simi 

‘The diseases of the convicts from the 31st of March to the 10th of August p ere ai ra 

Jar to those with which they have been affficted in former seasons—ait ough derang 

ment of the digestive organs was, perhaps, less severe, ind of nore re oct mrren ee 

f I attribute this favorable co + : 
the early part of the summer. 3 condition. in Darr pecome 

i han i ded early in June, when the we: d 
Jowing change, which I recommen when the wea a ae BOUE 

ts be allowed to remain im their 8 hhout 
unusually warm. “ that the convic il iC r r halt ae htt 

4 t their labor half an hour 8 
Tonger thaa the usual time at noon, and a hy later at ea 

i i tatoes for a part of the rations, 
that rice should be substituted for potatoe I " and to the 

i this arrangement with referenc : 
bathing be frequently employed.” By rang Se of the 

i the most uocomtortable 
i an opportunity of resting longer in x ‘ 

Freon iat any ceroachment upon the time stipulated in the several contracts. 
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Un the 16th day of August there were but two convicts in such a condition as to re- 
quire the use of medicine. One of them was convalescing, and the other had recently 
been affected with symptoms indicating incipient disease of the lungs. 

There were, during the above-mentioned time, two deaths by disease, and one b: 
suicide. The second death was on the 181h of June, by suicide. The third death was 
on the 9thof August. The constitution of this prisoner had been broken down by long- 
contiaued habits of intemperance. He had extensive chronic ulcers upon his lower 
extremities, and dated in epileptic convulsions. 

‘The first death mentioned in the foregoing statement was hastened by disease of the 
jungs, which caused the greatest proportion of deaths during several of the last 
vears; and it is my duty to suggest to you, what I have frequently done to your prede- 
cessors in office, and also to the late and present Wardens, that some efficient method. 
should be adopted, if ble, to have a more perfect ventilation in the hall and about 
the cells; the want of which is a fruitful source of disease of the lungs in all those cases 
where there exists a predisposition. In confirmation of this opinion, I will here insert 
a note which I received trom George Sumner, M.D.. dated June 9th, 1845. 

ARCHIBALD WELCH, Physician. 

“ Hartronn, June 9, 1845. 
« Since visiting a patient with you at the State’s Prison, laboring under severe pulmo- 

nary atfection, and witnessing the imperfect ventilation of the establishment, I feel it to 
be a part of your duty, and perhaps it is mine also, to remonstrate aguinst the evil re- 
ferred to. It was never contemplated by our Legislature, or by our courts, that pris- 
oners should by confineient lose their lives; and yet many are sent to the prison with 

more or less diseased. These persons, under favorable cireumstances, might live 
uy years; but in the impure air of the establishment at Weathersfield their disease 

rravated, and the prospect of their recovery is at once dissipated. They die of 
mption. Now, my dear sir, humanity requires that something should be done to 

é une evil of which I complain. The fuul air of the cells might in some degree 
ovate:L by keeping up a constant fire in one part of the hall, which might serve 

to carry off the noxious exhalatious which at present surround the cells. Something 
should be done to remove this prolific source of disease: but the manner of accom- 
plishing this important object I leave to the consideration of those whose business calls 
them to the institution. 

“ Excuse these suggestions, written in some haste, and entirely from a seuse of duty, 
by your friend, 

initig: 
be reu 

«GEORGE SUMNER.” 

The Physician of this institution respectfully reports: That-during the period he has 
had charge of the medical department of the prison, aexte diseases have uot prevailed 
to any extent, but those of a chronic character have existed in several forms and grades, 
The particular tendency to this form of disease is owing to various causes. Many of 
the convicts come to the prison, not only with impaired health, but witlr enteebled 
constitutions, resulting from former habits of irregularity. intemperance, and licentious- 
ness. In addition to this, there are causes necessarily existing in all penitentiaries 
which predispose to chronic complaints; and when diseases of this kind are once 
formed, the same causes contribute to protract or hinder their cure. 

From the 10th of August to the present time, there were at the prison three deaths, 
all males, one of whom was colored. The first occurred on the 26th of January, after 
a protracted illness of eighteen months, of a dyspeptic character, together with general 
derangement of the whole system, finally terminating in marked symptoms of effusion 
into the cavity of the chest. The second on the 2nd of February, from phthisis, accom- 
panied with obstinate diarrhaza. The third on the 11th of March, also from phthisis. 

ASHBEL ROBERTSON, Physician. 

1846.—Cuapiain’s Report. 

The Sabbath school, which consists of three classes of males and one of females, who 
recite separately and at different times, has been continued under favorable auspices, 
and is characterized by a good degree of attention and improvement. The Warden 
and clerk have enlisted as teachers, and have cheerfully contributed their time and 
labor in the benevolent office of instructing the convicts in the principles of religion 
and morality.  
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It is to be remembered that to a great extent these prisoners are iterate i that fhey 

i i hence no effort should be spare a 

their ¢ seed aad al to learn ae iti They are grateful for kind treatment, 

tein oe see torts 
m; and often seem to mani- 

i be successful in their individual cases. 
anxiety tha should 2 reir ; ase. 

Like“others thew are affected by kindness and attention, and are wounded by treat. 

ment which is unnecessarily harsh and severe. Ido not hesitate to express my @ tong 

conviction, founded on careful observation, that it is indispensable to the sal ety of sock 

ety. against future depredations, that the convicts should while in prison, a it to ar 

ret discipli at this end is best accomplished by kuna treat ; - 
exact discipline, and that this end 1s bes p Re eat 5 by instrac: 

i i igious; by ‘ s hese prostrate ones, 
literary and religious; Ly efforts to raise up s ostr: ) > 

Foe ee and crush them ; and finally, by implanting hope in gue mi na. i ather than des: 

estify, the 3 the Warden to preserv 
ir 5 i 1 leasure to testify, that the efforts o 

pair; andi affor’s vaiscipli kind nners and mild measures, rather than by 
order and maintain discipline, by kind manners an } er than by 

i anor, @ -e infliction, have been pre-emm ys 
harsh and overbearing demeanor, and sever re-emninently sue. 

i iev it wi upon the most exact comparison, @ 3 
cessful. It ia believed that it will appear, ean aaa ad treats 

i ich ar ¢ distinguished for careful and ample istrui y for ki 

prisons whic clout discipline, also distinguished by general prosperity, for happy 
and efficient discipline, are also distmguls! ¥ gene 1 y; for b 

GHeets apon the present and future character of the convicts, and best subserve the 

end of the prison institution. —. She . 

ar vith regard. g the progress of the convicts in learning, it has peer enconraging. 

ria ith ities for instructi as distinctly presente 
i ition ‘tnnities for instruction, was ¢ ly Pp 

The importance of additional opportum was ctly presented a 

ast year, and to which I beg leave to refer you. also ask le: 
my report for the last year, an g leave to refer yor sctsy and I eae 

i 3 rtance of an asylum for discharged st8 5 
again to suggest the impor y » ange COCR ad ast 

in favor asure which were presente y rep 
refer to the reasons in favor of the measu) hich were ated repor 

i f r year, @ e ; facts of frequent occurrence, 
|. The experience of another year, and melancholy f frequ r , 

ave added nev force to those reasons, and. strengthened the convictions therein ex 

is indispensable. ° ; 
pressed, that such an asylum is indispens: DAVID MILLER, Chaplain. 

Synopsis of the Report of the Rhode Island. State und County 

Prison, for the year 1844. 

Inspectors’ Report. 

The affairs of the prison have been conducted through the year past in a manner 

i , i é e results, whether we consider the heal 
atisfactory to the undersigned, and the results, consider the. th of 

prisoners or the produce of their labor, have been better ny = aus pr es ious y ear ‘have 

9 finis 2 ‘ &8 2 he undersig 
The workshop has been finished at an expense of 92,39 ersigned J 

i i Lic ie: f the new Digest of the Laws of the Staje. 
sed. the regulations since the publication o! g the Staje. 

Te will from them be perceived that the present system requi cs that the convicts labor 

i 4 ci i r als, and one a ve 
i ring the day, excepting sufficient time for their meals, 0 , 5 

pealy & reading the Bible. ‘Their labor is performed in silence. The w orkshop in 

which they work is about fifty feet square, neatly twenty feot high, Hight. we iy en ra 

v jot engs i y, the convicts are ¢ 7 
Jated, and warmed. When not engaged Jn labor, 1 i fi 

about eight feet wide, eight feet high, and from twelve to fifteen feet long. The cells 

are supplied with water, conducted to each cell im pipes, and with privy J pe ne 

every convict is furnished with such clothing and fuod as is deemed necessary 

ealth. . . , ; ; 

m Besides the Bible, the convicts are permitted to have some other books. The un 

dersigned respectfully suggest that some provision ought to be made by law or he 

moral instruction of the convicts, There are serious objections to admitting a arg 

number of voluntary instructors, and it cannot be expected that any one should devote 

i i time ¢ iven to this object. s larze a portion of time as ought to be given, : jee — — 

* The vandersigned are of opinion thatit is entirely impossible to comply wiih the in 

lation of the General Assembly, requiring separate acconnts of the expenses 0! ° 

State Prison and Providence County Jail. Au approximation to accuracy my et 

made by estimating the number of prisoners in each, but as all the keepors ang as * 

ants are the same, and the food for all is prepared together, exactness in dividing € 

nges is unattainable. 
; . , 

Pethe amount received by the Warden from the general treasnrer, dnring the past 
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year, has been $6,750. The property in the hands of the Warden, as appears by his 
account, which has been audited by a committee of our board, is greater than at the 
close of September, 1843, by the sum of $1,613 39. The cost of the workshop has been 

397 20, and about $700 have been expended in unusual repairs and improvements 
The result is, that the charge to the State for the County Jail and State Prison is about 
$2,000 for the past year. It is believed that if the State Prison were separated from 
the County Jail, the labor of the cunvicts in the State Prison during the past year would 
have paid the expenses of the prison, and have increased the property on hand between 
$1,000 and $1,500. 

The County Jail continues to disgrace our State. Justice to the unfortunate who 
are confined for debt, and to those committed for trial, requires that a new jail for 
Providence County should be immediately erected. 

THOMAS M. BURGESS, 
CHRISTOPHER RHODES, 7} 
AMHERST EVERETT, | 
BARZILLAI CRANSTON, Inspectors. 
R. W. KIMBALL, f 
JAMES Y¥. SMITH, } 
ISAAC THURBER, J 

Warpen’s Report. 

It is well known that this prison was constructed and established upon the plan of 
solitary confinement, but that this principle has been given up. By an act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of this State, passed at the January session, 1843, the Inspectors of the 
State Prison were vested with fuil power and authority to cause the prisoners then un- 
«ler sentence, or who might thereafter be sentenced to said prison, “to be enlarged of 
their confinement, by permitting such prisoners to perform labor in the corridor of said 
prison.”* 

Does the result justify the change? 
Among the small number of prisoners at the ontset, the bad effects of solitary im- 

prisonment upon the mind were very apparent. I attributed these effects to the prev- 
alence of bad practices, according to a common notion among the medicel attendants 
of similar establishment: n my capacity of keeper of the County Jail, I had frequently 
under my observation vagrants of the most wretched description, who were seized with 
delirium tremens, arising from the sudden deprivation of an accustomed excessive stim- 
ulons of the brain by ardent spirits. In observing these cases, [ was forcibly struck 
with the similarity of the symptoms in those who had become deranged im the State 
Prison, after a confinemeut of from six to eighteen months in solitude, to those mani- 
fested in the jail in patients who became such after a confinement of but a few days, 
and undoubtedly from the ak ion of their d i by drink. Simi- 
lar effects arismg from apparently dissimilar causes, led me to an investigation of the 
subject, for the purpose, if possible, of ascertaining if such were the fact. From the 
uniformity of the symptoms of derangement which made their appearance in a large 
number of the convicts in the State Prison, and were strongly developed in one-sixth 
part of all who were there committed during a term of about four years, and all placed 
in the same condition and under the same discipline, I was satisfied that all were 
affected by one and the same cause; and being forcibly impressed with the identity of 
their derangement with that exhibited in the Jail, arising from the abstraction of alco- 
holic stimnlus, I at length was satisfied that thé same general explanation extended to 
all the cases, though in one class of them no ardent spirits had been used for from six to 
eighteen months. In both classes of cases I have come to the conclusion, that the de- 
rangement was produced by the abstraction of an accustomed stimulus to the brain, 
either natural and requisite to a healthy action, or unnatural, and adapted to the supply 
of a morbid and injurious appetite, and thus necessary by a bad habit, to the ordinary 
mental and physical action of the system. Suddenly abstract from a man these influ- 
ences, to which he has been so long accustomed ; shut him up with but scanty resources 
of his own to keep the powers of his mind in action, in a solitary cell, where he must 
pass the samé unvarying round, from week to week, with hope depressed, with no 
subjects for reflection but those which gave him pain to review, in the scenes of his 
former life; after a few days, with new impressions made upon his senses, where even 
the sound of his own hammer is lost upon his ear, and one unvarying sameness relaxes 
the attention and concentration of his mind, and it will not be thought strange, that  
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through the consequent debility and irritability of its organ, the mind should wander 
and become impaired ; in short, that the prisoner shout have the “ horrors,” and that 
too from the same cause that produces the n the man whose system has be- 

me accustomed to other and greater stimulus than his, and. has had that Unnataral but 
habitual stimulus suddenly withdrawn. 

If a man have safely passed through an attack of delirium tremens, arising from the 
abstraction of his accustomed alcoholic stimulus, he will never be Huble te another at- 
tack so long as he abstains from that stimulus. The same is true, so far as my observa- 
tion extends, of the prisoner who has safely passed throngh the same ordeal in the 
abstraction of his accustomed stimulus to the senses, such as has been described ; and 
he will spend the remainder of his days, so long as he shall remain in prison without 
any interval of liberty, though for years in solitude, and never Jectioa like attack. 

gain, let the long-accustomed stimalus of alcohol be gradual y withdrawn, such is 
the flexibility of the human system, such its power to accommodate itself to changes of 
condition, that it may be sometimes done with impanity. ‘The same is true in regard 
to the effecta produced by the abstraction of the natural stimulus of the brain in solitary 
imprisoument; and, without a single exception, thoze w ho have suffered the most from 
solitude, are men who possessed the smallest portion of intellect, who depended alinost 
wholly upon external influences to keep their brain in action. . ; . 

As nothing is better adapted to relieve the patient, when sullering from delirium 
tremens, than his accustomed stimulus, the satne is true in regard tu the delirium pro- 
duced by solitary iraprisonment. 

CASES. 

Prisoner No. 6, white, aged years, wntenced to separate imprisonmes at for four years, 
health was somewhat impa’ but he was of temperate habits, possessed of ordinary intellect, but 
uncultivated, with large perceptive f fagultie 3, H neTVoOUSs sancuine Temperament, and a good fiow of 
apirits. He had passed a rovin out reatlar employment, He cd symptoms of derange- 
ment about the tw elith month of his confine mt. ‘The principal feature ‘ot his derangement was a 

1 fear of some imaginary danger. In this state of rind he attempted to commit 
O death, whie b he’ ‘was sure wi ‘ould soon be done, though at that time 

corporal punieiment Was not allowed in the p n, He was continued in solitude during the remain 

der of his Sentence and waa discharsed trou prison. almost an idivt. As no one knew his name or 
Mme, AN ina suitable condition to be was placed i in % ae ? County Jail for safe 

keeping. Aut this ‘time, every indication i ppearn yas, that he ud ni ain be restored 
in the slightest degree. Bene harminss, mie, was eae Lin one ao the: rooms pprop priated fo delitors, 
where, tu my curpriee after associating with them for eral month: 
glimpses of memory, which apparently i had been lost for three y now in the Lu- 
matic Asylum, at Concord, Newt Tampshire. in the hope of the storation of his faculties; but with 
what success time has no} od. 

8, white, az ved “10 Fears, was sentenced to: ; aman of temperate hahits and 
good health, of inferior ‘intellect, with strong p sions, and a con ble sof cunning, His tem- 
perament was bilivus, sanguine, ani md very much disposed to mi He could neither read nor 
write, and was very igno: rant, except of the expedients to ga’ onest livlikood. His oecupation 
irregular. He became derange about the tenth month of itis confinement, symptoms of delirium. 

n io hi letcly dev eloped than in the preceding. J have found him in 
in consequence of his seeing spme one at his window with a 

long pike, for the purpose of killing him. Under this 2 impression, [have seen him crouched in some 
corner of his cell, where he cowd not be reached from the dow, bis whole frame in a state of tre- 

gitation, indicating the greatest tear. Under this fear and exeitement he also attempted 
This state of dotusion continued about six months, when he gris Aually ¥ recovered his eompo- 

je mental faculties muc! duced, He rerruine: d four years in solitary continement, at 
which time the system was abolished. ut so was his aversion to leaving one coll for labor, that 
he was allowed to continue there during the rem ainder o i his time, 

Prisoner No. 20, white, aged 32, was sentenced for twenty mi onths. His constitation was impai 
by intemperate habits, His Caen faculties were feeble and ‘uncnitivated; his occupation that of ‘ 
sailor, no marked indication of temperament, and an even but moderate. tlow of spirits. He exhibited 

ms of derangement about the twelfth month of confinement, which i incre. sed until most of the 
symptoms of delirium tremens were fully developed, such es tremor ot thi ss tongue, and vcice, 
protuse perspiration, a jfelurion of the senses, and creat fear of personal ry from false causes, 
leading wim t to arm self with whatever was in his possession, and give battle to his imaginary 

th the greatest t de speration. He continued in this situation to the expiration of hia sentence. 
having onee attempted suicide, After being discharged his recovery was rapid, and in a few weeks 
he was apparently restored tor sound state of mind. 

Prisoner No. white, aged 28 years, of strong constitution, good health, and of temperate habite, 
was sentenced fortwo years. His natural abilitics were fair, he was barely able to read, but had 

write, His temperament was bilious sanguine, and of an ordinary cheerful disposi- 
ion. He showed symptoms of derangement, with a tendency to comm mit le, about the tenth 

f ibiting several well-marked symptoms of atletie rium tremens; when 
great apparent fear and excitement, he related to me a plot he had heard formed in the prizon 

yard for taking his lite; that he had also ‘seen one of the covspirators at his window with a gun for 
e purpose of shooti ing him, and that be had auved his life by lying. on ithe floor immediately under 

the window, where the gun could not be brought to bear upon him warda, that they resorted 
to suffocation, by burning sulphur at “hte ventilator, and that he barely saved Lia life by applying his 
face to the window, where he could breathe the external air, At this thne. the law relating to the 
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prison had been so far altered as to allow two or more prisoners to remain in a cell. Accordingly 
another prisoner was alowed to be with him, which alone appeared to be the cause of his recovery, 

request | he was left alone in his cell, where he in a short time re- 
lapsed and exhibited all his former symptoms. The compuny of a convict was again allowed him as 
before, and in about four wecks he was restored, with out afterwards relapsing into his former condi- 

tion, thowsh his ¢ eompanio owas fomeced as befor 

‘orty prisoners commited while the strictly solitary ayetem was in operation, ten, or one- 
fourth MS ‘tue hole number, (two of whom were blacks,) m: decided symptoms of devange- 
ment; seven so hone so as to unfit them for labor for a longer or ‘shorter period, and five were dis- 
charged insane, two of whom recovered, and three now remain unrestored to a sound state of mind. 

Of the nineteen committed since the system was abandoned, three only, two whites and a black, 
have shown symptoms of derangement. 

{would here remark, from all the observations that I have been able to make, that 
but few men, and those strongly constituted, cau be subjected to the discipline of soli. 
tary imprisonment, as it was here established, without becoming, sooner or lat 
throagh its depressing effects, more or less debilitated in some of their physical 
and imental operations, 

Upon a review of faets like those I have now detailed, it is impossible for me to hesi- 
fate in condemning the penal system of solitary confinement. 

Without dwelling on the greater expensiveness of the solitary plan, its effects on 
yeneral health, its failure to deter from crime, (according to the promise held out,) and 
various other objections, I would remark, tbat the advantage claimed for it, of greater 
calmness of demeanor and easier submission to the rules of the place, on the part of the 
solitary prisoner, has not been realized. here. 

Tn the year preceding the discontinuance of solitary imprisonment, there was an 
average loss from sickness of twenty-five per cent. upon the labor of the convicts. 
During the past year, under the system of social labor, the loss from the same cause has 
been abont six percent. The necessity and amount of pruishments for disobedience 
und violations of rnles, have diminished in about the same proportion. 

Another supposed advantage of the solitary plan, that of affording secrecy and seclu- 
sion to the prisoner, so that he may go forth into the world again without being recog- 

d, and perhaps threatened or ‘tempted, by his associates, is, in practice, wholly 
‘Tlasor y. For no man passes into prison without an open trial, and the knowledge of 
friends and enemies. 

It is very common when improvements in prisons are suggested for the greater com- 
fort of the inmates, to hear the observation that they onght. to suffer, and the more the 
better, that the way of the transgressor is hard, and. that the only way to benefit him 
is to make a deep and lasting impression of wholesome severity upon body and mind. 
Tt is true that pain is the portion of the prisoner for his offences, and that he must suffer, 
and deeply suffer, to be benefited. But there is a limit which cannot be passed with- 
out defeating the ends of the law, in retribution, public security, and personal refurma- 
tion, and perverting justice into cruelty without an object; but it ought to be impressed 
on lawgiv ers, and on all who are called upon io administer penal justice, in any of its 
modes, “chat it is pussible and indeed tov common, by excess of severity, to sink the 
prisoner below the capacity of deing punished at all, in wearing out the vigor and sen- 
sibility of body or mind, or both. 

“ Words of kindness have subdued hearts in prison that were callous to bolts and 
bars.” The only hope of reforming a man in prison, and preventing his being brou, ht 

back again after his discharge, is in appealing to his intellect and moral nature ; ; in 
ing him of his revenge, if he have any. against his prosecutors; in reconciling 

Bi ‘to the justice of his sentence, and to the labor and deprivations to which he is sub- 
ected, as being necessary, and tending to his own good; in treating him like a man, 

© hao though h fallen is not lost; in raising up his self-respect, enlightening his ignorance, 
awakening his conscience: in making him feel that he is not an outcast, and that there 
are those who “ care for his soul,” and would be glad to see him renovated and restored 
to his place in society; in governing him with firmness, but with as little severity 
as possible ; and in showing him as much kindness in every respect as discipline will 
permit. 

Of the 59 prisoners committed here three have been committed a second time, but 
none a third. 

Expenses—Bedding and clothing, $276 73; fuel and lights, 621 92; books and sta- 
tionery, 46 03; provisions and groceries, 3, 339 27; farnitare, 79 723 salary and labor, 
2,173 46; discharged prisoners, 53 00; repairs and fixtures, 3,255 98: total, $9,296 11. 

Tncome.—Shoemaking, $224 22; Painting, 3,797 56; county jail, 1,103 79; excess 
of expense, 4,770 54: total, $9, 396 1 

42  
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Statement of Account, Sept. 30, 1844. Cr.—By amount of property, September 30 
1843, $3,835 32; cash received of general treasurer during the year, 6,7 50 00: total, 
$10,585 33. Dr.—Te amount of bills returned to the general treasurer, $166 07 : 
expense af providing for troops on the 4th of September, 1844, 200 005 amount of 

operty per inventory, as follows: shoemaking, 233 56; bedding and clothing, 425 26; 
fuel and lights, 320 50; books and stationery, 123 53; provisions and. groceries, 238 24 ; 
furniture, 741 78; painting, 2,305 41; cash, 834 09; bills for debtors’ board, 226 05; 
balance, being expense, 4.770 54: total, $10,585 33. . . 

The average number of convicts confined in the State Prison daring the year has 
been 22, and the average number of prisoners confined in the County Jail, at the ex- 
pense of the State, has been 26. . . 

It appears from the most accurate estimate that can at present be made, that it would 
be correct to divide the whole expenses equally between the State Prison and the 

‘ounty Jail. ; 
© 9 senvicts have been received into the prison during the year, 9 have been discharged 
by the expiration of their term of imprisonment, 1 has been pardoned, 2 have died, 
and 1 escaped from the city hospital, where he had been sent on account of sickness, 

ison. 
1S are now maps THOMAS CLEVELAND, Warden. 

Puysicran’s Report. 

There have been two deaths during the past year: No. 12, who diced of consumption 
the 17th of last April, and No. 52, who died of dropsy of the chest, on the 18th of July 
last. No. 47, who was insane when in prison as No. 20, has occasionally suffered from 
mental derangement since his present (second) commitment. No, 32 has for some 
months suffered greatly from neuralgia in his Hmbs and hips, and it is feared that he 
may not again be a well man during his confinement. No. 58, who has been recently 
committed, is laboring under consumption, and will probably terminate his life in the 
ptison, unless liberated by the General Assembly. No. 56, who was suffering very 
much from rheumatism, and various other infirmities, has very munch improved in health 
since his commitment, and though not entirely free trom rheumatic affections, his bodily 
health is now quite good. _ 

RICHMOND BROWNELL, Physician. 

Synopsis of the Reports of the New York State Prison. 

CLINTON PRISON. 

1846.—AcEnt’s Report. 

During the year ending December 31, 1846, 32 convicts have been received at this 
prison by sentence, 28 have been discharged, and 3 have been removed to the State 
Lunatic Asylum, thus leaving 181 in confinement at the present time. 

There bas been no death among the convicts during the past thirteen months, nor 
have any escaped who have not been recaptured. 

The expenses incurred here during the past year are as follows: For stock and tools, 
$6,695 74; buildings and repairs, 22,360 02; rations, 7,685 67; clothing and bedding, 
2,868 11; fuel and lights, 2,691 44; hospital stores and medicines, 474 83; discharged 
convicts, 158 68; postage, printing and stationery, 122 15; salaries of officers, 8,735 36; 
ay of guards, 5,446 00; team and keeping, 169 99; expenses of agent, 270 85; storage 

and freighting, 1,686 41; grading, 3,912 87; miscellaneous, 1,306 24. 
The steam sawmill has been finished, and a handsome saving is realized by its erec- 

thon. 
Two galleries were commenced in the mine last winter; but the rock above was so 

shattered by a dike which crossed the mouth of the mine, that it gave way and fell in 
while the men were at work; one of whom was caught by the falling rocks and se- 
verely injured. This result made a removal of the dike and of the stone in front of it 
necessary. The removal of these obstructions, and the quarrying of stone for building, 
have furnished employment for all who could be spared from more pressing labors.   
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Four galleries are now commenced, and two more will probably be started during the 
winter. At present there is only room for about 25 men to work them with conve- 
nience, but an increasing number may be employed as the excavations are extended. 

As soon as the weather permitted in the spring, the building of one of the wings was 
commenced. This building was 155 feet long, 45 feet wide, and 3 stories high. It 
comprises the kitchen, dining room, wash room, hath rooms, chapel, hospital, physi- 
cian’s office, claplain’s office, hospital kitchen, store rooms, etc. This has been in- 
closed, the floors laid, and the lathing commeuced. It is connected to the prison by a 
covered hall, 25 in length. With the superintendence of a master mason, it has 
becn erecte: XC) ely by convicts who commenced work at the trade the 
winter previous, Those who examine it, generally pronounce it the smoothest build- 
ing from rough stone that they ever saw. The convicts have generally been put at 
the different trades pursued here on their own application. They are mostly of those 
who have formed resolutions of moral amendinent, and are anxious to acquire the 
means of obtaining an honest livelihood on their discharge. Hence their application 
is earnest. Thus fay it appears, that a convict will learn a trade in about half the time 
required by a citizen. 

The water from the spring on the side of the mountain above the prison has been 
bronght into the yard the past season. A stone and cement reservoir was built near 
the spring, and covered with a frame and shingle roof. From this reservoir the water 
is conveyed in iron pipes (which were cast in the prison foundry) about 100 rods, ter- 
minating in an iron cylinder, placed in the basement of a small stone building near the 
centre of the yard. From this cylinder thé water is conveyed in small iron pipes to 
the several buildings requiring it. The whole is done in a substantial manner, and is 
estimated to have cost about $3,000. The water is abundant and remarkably pure ; 
has a head of about 150 feet. 

The removal of earth from the rock over the mine has been steadily prosecuted. 
On this rock a stone building 150 feet long and 50 feet wide has been erected for prepar- 
ing the ore for market and use. Within it kilns are to be erected for roasting the ore ; 
also stamping mortars, a crushing mill and separating machine. The machinery is to 
be driven by a steam-engine of 25 horse power. The steam-engine and machinery 
for this building are commenced. Their construction and erection will occupy as 
many of the conviets as can advantageously work upon them during the winter. This 
work, the finishing of the wing and mining, will employ nearly one-half of the con- 
viets. The others will have little or no laborious employment, in consequence of the 
act of the last Legislature prohibiting the expenditure of any part of the last appro-~ 
priation “ in extending the prison building.” 

It was the intention to extend the outer walls of the prison building, close the end. 
with boards, and erect another section of cells the present, as was done during the last 
wiuter. Sach employment was required by the general law as well as by the sen- 
tence of each convict, which directs that they be coufined at hard labor. 

The interrogatory is frequently put with manifest impatience, ‘“ Why have you not 
commenced the manufacture of iron?” A little inquiry as to the time necessarily con- 
sumed in erecting a State prison, together with the incideutal buildings, and the fur- 
naces, forges, etc., for the manufacture of iron, will remove much of the impatience 
exhibited on this subject. Notwithstanding their superior advantages of location, from 
5 to 7 years were consumed in erecting each of the other prisons with their incidental 
buildings; while it is but a few days more than 18 months since the first convicts 
were brought into this wilderness. Since their arrival a heavy growth of timber has 
een removed, the stumps dug out, and foundations sunk in hard-pan ; one-half of the 

prison has been built, and in a more substantial style of workmanship than either of 
the others. The incidental buildings are also erected, and in addition thereto a ma- 
chine shop, iron foundry, steam sawmill, brass foundry, dwellings, offices, ore building, 
ete. Tools and implements have been obtained to enable us to manufacture our own 
steam-engines and other machinery. The personal property belonging to the State 
here on the first of October last, was estimated at more than $20,000. “The mine has 
been opened and drained ; water has been brought into the yard, and a large amount 
of grading and excavation has been performed. 

As the support of this prison must be drawn from the treasury until the mannfacture 
of iron can be tablished, no farther reason need be urged in favor of doing so at the 
earliest practicable period. But the present high price of iron, which is like to con- 
tue for several years at least, furnishes an additional incentive to this policy, if any 
be needed, 

The expenses of the prison are the same, whether the convicts he idle or employed,  
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and appropriations for its support only, may be made for an indefinite number of years 

without realizing the objects of its establishment. No reason for a doubt can be dis- 

covered, but that after the mauufactnre of iron is established, the prison will be able ta 

sustain itself; and, when the convicts shall have had. re: sonable practice therein, a 

handsome surplus will be realized trom their earnings. 

‘inding so large a portion of the convicts thrown out of employment by the pro- 

vision above referred to, it was thought advisable to convert one of the prison halls into 

a school room, where the assistant keepers should instruct those under their charge in 

reading, writing, and avithmetic. For this purpose the convicts ¢ ified and, Tabor 

at intervals in the mine and quarry, both with a regard to the pr rvation of their 

health by exercis to a distributicn of the benefits of instruction among them. 

Those not requiring instruction are allowed to spend their leis: hears in reading. 

Many of them are zealonsly engaged iu their studies, and those especially who were 

reviously unable to read, express the warmest gratitude for the privilege eujoyed. 

here are many cases where the distinctions observed by our laws in regard to the 

punishment of larcenies operate with great inequality. Wher 

whole contents of a package, the value unknown to him. his punishment is grade 

not by the inteut of the offender, but by the accidental contents of packa 

the value prove to be only $25 or less, he suffers by a fine or b remnent 

county prison. One who has been previonsly convicted of stea 

is sent toa State prison for a second similar offence. One ; 

stealing 49 cents. Another for the same term for stealing 28 Another is se 

for 3 years for stealing three sticks of firewood, and another is seut for 5 years for 

stealing an old cap. The latter isa feeble old man, and inoffensive in other respects. 

He comunitted the offence when intoxicated, and acknowledged it as soon as he be- 

came sober, but could not tell where he obtained the article. 

Some misapprehensions have been entertained in regard to the propriety, as well as 

to the legal right, to erect here, a machine shop, boiler shop, foundry, sawrnill, ete. 
But the location renders these structures, not merely economical, but almost indispeu- 

sable 
But the law in relation to this prison provides that “all buildings, tools, and ma- 

chinery, required for use in said prison, shall, as far as practicable, be built, produced, 
and manufactured, by the labor of the convicts therein.” 

In obedience to this law, as well as to the requirements of economy, these branches 
have been established, and will always be necessary appendages to the works prose- 
cuted. But the articles produced are for the prison use only. aud none for sale. 

As authorized by the act of May 13, 1846,“ ia relation to Clinton Prison,” $300 were 
drawn from the Literature Find “to be expended in the purchase of books for the use 

of the convicts in said prison.” 
In addition ta these, we have received nearly two hundred volumes by denation, a 

majority of which are bound volumes of tracts and other religions publications. Every 

convict is also furnished with a Bible and prayer-book. 
Tn summer, the convicts have one hour allowed for each meal,and as only about one- 

fourth of that time is consumed in eating, the remainder is spent in reading. During 
the long days they have full half an hour of light to read before being called from their 
cells in the morning, and the same time after their return to them at night. The prison 
hall is so lighted that they can read until nine o’clock in the evening, and they have 
more than one-half of each Sunday for the same privilege. 

There were several here who could read but little, and looked upon all reading as 
an irksome task. But by selecting some work of absorbing interest, giving them in 
advance a brief outline of the subject, and thus inducing them to try its perusal, they 
have been led along until they are now ardent and general readers. 

‘As an aid to discipline the library is of great service. Without a book the leisure 
hours of the convict are the most unhappy of any he spends in prison. He then broods 
over his miserable condition, and contrasts his lot with that of those he considers more 
criminal than himself, and who yet go unpunished. He recalls to memory the real or 
imaginary wrongs he has suffered, and in a state of mind borderiug on distraction he 
js called from his cell to resume his labors. Irritable and impatient of control, he soon 
breaks into open violence, and is then led away to punishment. But when he rises 
from the perusal of an interesting book, he comes from his cell with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, and resumes his labors with alacrity. 

And then the happiness which a library dispenses among the convicts is almost incal- 
culable. Instead of communing only with his own unhappy thoughts in his jonel: 
cell, he becomes one of the company introduced by his author. He embarks wit 
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Robinson Crusoe in his voyages, shares in his perils, assists in his labors, and rejoices 
with him when the man Friday is added to their company. With the traveller he 
visits every clime, marks the various customs of our race, and everywhere sees the 
blessings dispensed hy virtne, and the miseries scattered by vice. With an interest all 
absorbed in the Vicar of Wakefield, or Oliver Twist, he learns that unbending virtue 
will finally triumph over the severest trials; while the most adroit knavery eventuall 
ends in detection, disgrace, and ruin. ¥ 

Number of Punishments —*Hyant, 2; Mayhew.4; Harvey,1; *Thompson, 5; *Lin- 
coln, 5; *Jones, 1; Banks, 1; *Belding, 1; Doherty, 1; *Cooper, 1; *Kemp, 1; 
Gates, 1; Garrety, 1: Gillespie, 1; Foster, 1: Barrows, 3; Blake, 1; Stewart, 1: : 
*Williams. 3; Van Brunt, 1. Number of persons punished, 20. Number of punish- 
ments inflicted, 36. ! 

‘The result shows a gratifying improvement on thia subject. The number of persons; 
pumaned, as compared with the time and number of convicts in charge, has been one-! 

alf fess than last year. At the same time, the punishments inflicted have been less. 
severe. But three have been punished with the cat. On these other punishments 
have been tried in vain, and the cat has also failed in producing reformation. 

Convicts are often sentenced to the dungeon, or to wear the ball and chain for am 
definite time; bnt these punishments are generally terminated when obedience is 
yielded and penitence manifested. Tho exceptions to this rule relate to those who 
commit their offences under the inrpulse of sudden passion, which is often followed by 
immediate penitence. In these cases a due regard for discipline may forbid an entire 
forgiveness of the offence, and require a sentence to the dungnon, or ball and chain, for 
a short period. The obstinacy of others is snch, that one ‘Yemained in the dungeon 
thirteen and the other sixteen days on short allowance of bread and water only, before 
they would yield obedieuce. , 

More than one-half of the punishments inflicted have been upon five individuals, and 
still, as might he expected, they give no evidence of reformation, or even improvement. 
indeed. little improvement can be reasonably expected of any oue, while he is so des- 
Utate of self-respect as to knowingly subject himself to the degradation of punishment 
for a violation of moral duties. Every punishment degrades them still lower, aud 
removes them still farther from the reach of moral suasion. To reach even these cases 
to avoid the necessity of their frequent punishment, arrangements have been made, 
in the wing just erected, for the construction of six cells, where such offenders may be 
xeparately contined at labor. on the Pennsylvania system. 

The arch rogue seldom commits a violation of discipline, except in his attempts to 
escape: but these frequent offenders are those possessing little tact or shrewdness. 
They are generally below mediocrity in intellectual power, and particularly defective 
in moral perceptions or sensibilities. “They often exhibit ordinary intelligence on many 
subjects, but they have very limited foresight, a feehle sense of justice, little self-respect 
and seem entirely destitute of self-control. , ’ 

It may be asked, Why then, when the public are secured from their depredations 
should such be farther punished ? , 

_ The auswer is, their puishment seems indispensable under the social system of prison 
discipline. The other convicts have not often the capacity or facility for the study of 
these charaters. They only recognize them as frequent offenders, and the worst men 
in prison. If their offences were winked at, the others would conclude that there was 
no encouragement for well-doing. no distinction made between right and wrong by the 
keepers, for the worst fared as well as the best. ° 

Those engaged in reformation seldom if ever commit an intentional violation of rules. 
To pexish such for an inadvertent breach of discipline would generally discourage all 
farther efforts at improvement, drive them back to their resources of knavery, and 
finally lose them to their friends and society. Hence the danger of enforcing all rules 
with unbending severity, and of living up to the motto at one time so fashionable with 
some keepers, ke the punishment follow the offence as quickly as thander fol- 
lowed the lightning’s flash.” He must possess more than human intelligence who can 
thus instantly determine, as to the criminal intent of the offender, and the amount of 
punishment merited. A mistaken inclination to the side of mercy may be subsequently 
Corrected, but an error in the other direction can never be retrieved; the wrong once 
done cannot be undone. Besides, its consequences upon society and the convict are 
serious; for however criminal one may generally be, the infliction upon him of an un- 
merited or excessive punishment, makes him forget the wrongs he has inflicted upon 

* Were subjected to punishment last year.  
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society, and ruminate solely upon those he has suffered from it. The whole direction 
of ns mind is at once changed, his compunctions for former crimes have gone, his 
feelings of revenge are aroused, and he looks upon himself only as a victim of injustice 
and cruelty, . , . 

The mild policy with which the discipline of this prison was commenced, has been 
uursued, and extended rather than diminished. This policy has in several instances 
een crowned with unanticipated success. Three of our prisoners were persons of the 

most depraved character in community, convicted of heinous crimes, and sentenced for 
the longest period with which their offences could be punished. For nearly a year 
they remained alike indifferent to the restraining infludhces of both punishment and 
persuasion, and were classed with the irreclaimables. Still, the same conciliatory 
course of treatment was pursued, and in the spring one of them yielded a cheertul obe 
dience. The other two gave evidences of improvement, which were then encouraged 
by furnishing them with employment more agreeable to their inclinations ; and from 
that period they gave voluntary pledges of reformation. These pledges have been 
faithfully kept, and they have now no superiors in the yard, in every department of 
vorrect behavior. . . . . 

Too long has the term discipline been applied to prisons in the same sense with 
which it is used in reference to the army and uavy. If a professed devotion to disci- 
line has caused the infliction of such cruelties upon soldiers and sailors that their bare 

recital chills the blood, what might we expect from an application of the same policy 
to prisons, where there is not even the restraint of the articles of war, and punishments 
are inflicted in secret.“ Prison discipline,” as it has been enforced, has looked only to 
the correct automata-like movements of the convicts. Perfect silence, a uniform motion 
in labor, an accurate step in marching, and a right direction of the eyes, have constitu- 
ted its supposed perfection. The keeper, with no views beyond those of a drill ser- 
geant, and being his own judge and executioner, has visited even au inadvertent infrac- 
tion of these rules with horrible punishment. Not only was the expression of a thought 
by a convict, an unpardonable crime, but a look indicating that he entertained one, was 
instantly punished as that indefinable offence, insolence. As the pussibility of reform- 
ing a convict was denied, not an effort was made to*accomplish it, and the cruelties 
inflicted upon them was justified by the uniform apology of tyranny, necessity. 

RANSOM COOK, Agent. 

1846.—Puysician’s Report. 

There have been no deaths of convicts during the past year, in Clinton Prison, and 
the health of the prisoners generally is good. . 

The daily average of patients confined to the hospital. and also the daily average 
number prescribed for, including both occasional prescriptions aud those made for 
patients under regular treatment in the hospital, is as follows: . ; 

In January, 2 and two-thirds in hospital. 7 and two-thirds prescribed for; February, 
3 m hospital; 6 aud one-third prescribed for; March, 3 and one-third in hospital, 7 and 
one-third prescribed for; April, 4 in hospital, § and one sixth prescribed for; May, 3 

one-fourth in hospital, 5 and one-sixth prescribed for; June, 3 and two-thirds in 
hospital. 6 and one-half prescribed for; July, 4 in hospital, 11 and two-thirds prescribed 
for; August, 3 and one-eighth in hospital, 12 and two-thirds prescribed for; Septem- 
ber, 3 and one-third in hospital, 10 and two-thirds prescribed for; October, 3 and one- 
tenth in hospital, 9 and one-third prescribed for; November, 3 and one-third in hos- 
pital, 11 and one-third prescribed for; December, 4 and one-tenth in hospital, 10 and 
one-third prescribed for. 

It will be seen by the above, that there were the least number prescribed for in the 
month of May, which may be set down as the time when the most universal health 
prevailed ; during the hot days and cool nights of August, many cases of diarrhoea and 
dysentery occurred which required attention. 

There have been three accidents causing fractures of bones, only one of which, how- 
ever, was serious. That one occurred in the mine, and was occasioned ivy the fall of 
a portion of rock from the roof of a gallery, crushing a man beneath it. Four fractures, 
in different members of his body, were produced, three of which were compound. 
The subject was young and healthy, and the fractures all kindly and rapidly united. 
The laceration and contusion of the muscles of the leg were so great that much slough- 
ing and loas of substance ensued, which will render him for some time a cripple. 

One other accident, of a different and much more aerious nature, has also occurred 
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but the patient has entirely recovered from its effects. This was a wound of the abdo- 
men, with protrusion and laceration of the bowels. 

The e:pzrience of the past year compels me even to imagine, that under circum- 
stances favorable to health, which every prison should possess, the ratio of health and 
longevity of States’ prison convicts should not only be equal to, but even exceed that 
of those in ordinary life, for they certainly enjoy many hygienic advantages from which 
those in ordinary life, either trom wilfulness or necessity, are debarred. 

In the accidents I have before referred to, two of which were of the most aggravated 
nature, the patients, I believe, were mainly indebted for their recovery to the favorable 
circumstances in which they were placed by their prison life. ‘The case in which three 
compound fractures were simultaneous in one individual, f may venture to assert, would. 
never have ended favorably, had the slightest of the advantages enjoyed by the subject 
been wanting. 

But a stronger contirmation, if possible, is furnished by the 2nd case. In this case I 
found the patient with a portion of intestine, nearly as large as one’s fist, protruding. 
It was filled with flatus and lacerated upon its most salient point. Upon attempting to 
replace it, 1 found that the wound by which it had escaped was entirely too small to 
allow its re-passage. ‘To replace the protruded intestine, | found it necessary to enlarge 
the wound, by carefuily dividing with a bistoury the fibres of the abdominal muscles 
which opposed themselves. The wound was then drawn together by a few strips of 
adhesive linen, gentle compression maintained by means of a few folds of soft cotton, 
aud a bandage, aud the whole covered by the warm water dressing. At the close of 
the second day, the sudden cessation of pain and sinking of the pulse, cold extremities, 
and an incessant hiccough, revealed the accession of mortification. Being still unwilling 
to give up all attempts to save him, though I expected that death would terminate his 
troubles before morning, I ordered all remedies to be suspended, with the exception 
of the regular administration of stimali, at short intervals. To my great surprise and. 
gratification. I found the bad symptoms all alleviated in the morning. Mortification, 
however, had progressed, and apparently terminated by the throwing off of the wounded 
portion of intestine, leaving au upening opposite the external wound, through which 
the contents of the bowels freely passed. From this time his recovery was rapid, al- 
though he was afflicted with that most disgusting of all ailments, the unnatural passage 
of all the contents of the bowels through the original opening in the groin. 

As soon as his strength and the condition of the wound would admit of it. I com- 
menced attempting to contract and unite the passage by cauterization, and after several 
attempts succeeded entirely. 

JOSEPH B. BROWN, Physician. 

AUBURN PRISON. 

1843.—Insrectors’ Report. 

it will be perceived by reference to the Agent's report, that the amount of earnings 
upon contracts fall short of those of last year, $10,745 52. 

A glance at the earnings under this head for the last few years, will show when this 
falling off began, and a reference to past legislation will explain the cause. 

Earnings upon Contracts.—1836, On contracts and State shop, $47,148 39; 1837, 
145 75; 1838, 46,469 65; 1839, 46,464 10; 1840, 57,322 99; 1841, 58,750 26; 

,091 24; 1843, 54.783 56; 1844, 44,038 04. 
The present decrease of these earnings is to be referred to the operation of the act 

of April 9, 1842. By its provisions no convict could thereafter be employed upou any 
contract, except iu the trade or occnpation he should come certified by the court pass- 
ing sentence to have learned and practiced before his conviction, unless upon the 
manufacture of articles, the greater part of which should be imported. 

A continual diminution of the number of men employed upon the various contracts 
then existing was the consequence. Within two months after our appointment, eight 
of these contracts were declared void under the certificate of the Attorney-General, 
according to the provisions of the act before mentioned. 
_ A necessity was thus produced of employing fewer men upon the common and prof- 
itable mechanical branches, which could always be done at higher prices, in conse- 
quence of the competition ; and of seeking the employment of the men upon such terms 
as could be obtained in new branches of business, which are authorized by the act, and 
do not conflict with the mechanical trades of the country. ‘ge number of men 
were left idle, and for months without profitable employment.  
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sum of $5,616.) in finishing the cutlery shop, which was not inclosed at the commence- 
ment of the fiscal year thus ending; nor was it completed until after the commence- 
meut of my agency. 

Since which, the following named repairs have been made :—The wall of the west 
yard, on the north and west, Las been raised 8 feet in height, being 3 feet in thickness, 
to the extent of about 750 feet, and a substantial covering and railing put upon the same, 
te the extent of 1,000 feet. 

The entire reofs of the outer walls of the origins] or front yard, to the extent of about 
1,500 feet, have been re-shingled, and a new plank walk aud railing affixed to the same 
extent. 

About one-half of the old workshops have been new shingled and otherwise repaired. 
Several others of the old shops are in a condition requiring the same repairs, but the 

ant of means, and the early full rains, have prevented farther progress jhe present 
season, about, 450,000 shingles having been Jail in all. A cut stone walk has been 
laid in front of the cutlery shop 9 feet m width aud 425 fect in lengih, besides crecting 
a substantial stone dam across the Owasco outlet, at the south-west corner of the prison 
yard, with suitable guard lock: : ing and leveling the west yard, removing 
several old shops, cri 

Allow me here to call your attention to the subject of completing the north range of 
workshops, by an addition of 217 feet to the east end of the present lame shop, as 
eviginally contemplated ; which it is estimated will require a cash expenditure for ma- 
terials of at least $4,500. 

A fraction less than two-thirds of the convicts are now employed upon contracts, 
aud many of them being invalids, aged, ete., are let at half price; aud about one-third 
of the whole number are preducing nothing towards their support, being employed 
upon repairs, sawing and. splitting fire wood, as cooks, waiters, hall tenders, and in 
the hospital, etc. 

It appears from the books of the prison, that there has been expended during the 
vear euding 30th September last, im cash, for the ordinary support of the’ prison, 
aud exclusive of the amount paid for raw silk, cocoons, buildmg materials, (other 
than for ordinary repairs,) and wansperting convicts to the House of Refuge, the 
sum of $47,043 39, and that the prison was at that time indebted to sundry indi. 
viduals for— 

Supplies for ordinary support, fo wit-—-wood, wool, leather, oil, medicine, stationery, 
etc., $2,434 39. Making a total expense for ordinary support of $49,477 78. 

The total amount of earnings by convict labor upon contracts and other sources of 
income, exclusive of convict labor in building and repairs, as per statement No. 1, be-~ 
ing $47,240 89, Making an excess for ordinary support over available earnings, 
of 22,236 89. 

Under your advice and sanction, I concluded a contract on the 12th of July last, with 
Messrs. Ibbotson & Horner, for conducting the surplus or waste water from the main 
prison dam to the cutlery shop in the west yard, for the purpose of supplying @ water 
power for the use of said shop, at an expense to the State of $2,000, to be paid in con- 
vict labor, at 30 cents per day, upon the condition, that should said water fail to afford 
a fifteen horse power, upon an average, six months in each year during the term of 
their contract, the said contractors are bound to refund to the State one-half of the 
above-named sum. The work is now completed in a very durable manner, and bids 
fair to answer fully the anticipated purpose. 

During the period of my agency, I have made it a condition in each and every con- 
tract let, that the amount of earnings be paid promptly at the expiration of each and 
every month. 

The items under the head of silk, twist, etc., on hand, in statement No. 5, amounting 
to $6,575 69, consists of sewing silk, twist, raw silk, cocoons, and waste. There was, 
on the 30th September last, on hand at the prison and in market in New York, on com- 
mission, about 650ibs. sewing silk and twist, which, at the estimated price or value, 
would amount to about $4,225. 

Tam correctly informed, our markets are and have been, since June, 1841, unusu- 
ally overstocked with foreign sewings: and unfortunately for the silk enterprise in this 
country, (whether brought about by design or not,) the price of the article has depre- 
ciated ‘since that period about one-third, which, in connection with the unusual supply 
in market, renders it impossible for us to find a ready cash market for the silk made 
nere at a price much if any above its cost. . 

The inventory of State property on hand 30th September last, falls short in amount 
of that taken tha preceding year $2,380 71. 

43    
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will be indispensable, in order to keep up the discipline of the prison. And L would, 
respectfully suggest, whether it be not advisable for the board to apply for authority 
to appoint, if it shall be found necessary, four additional assistant keepers. 

U. F. DOUBLEDAY, Keeper. 

1843.—Puysician’s Report. 

With two exceptions, the diseases of the prison during the past year have not dif- 
fered very essentially from those of the surrounding country. 

The first exception is a very great arnount of disease of the lungs during the spring 
and fall mouths. 

The second exception is a slight appearance during the summer of the scurvy. 
In the month of June, the epidemic influenza, which prevailed throughout the north- 

ern aud eastern parts of the United States, found its way into this prison, and durin, 
the short space of 4 or 5 davs, it atta more than half of the whole number of con- 
viets. It showed itself in all grades. from the slightest to the severest, while it lasted, 
aud disappeared almost as rapidly as it came. At the end of a fortnight from its com- 
meucement there was left hardly a case of it in the prison. The general health of the 
convicts has been at uo time since my appoiutment as good as iinmediately after the 
disappearance of this disease: and I have to congratulate the board of Inspectors, that 
that though more than 400 of the convicts were sick with this disease, no lives were 
lost by it, aud the labor of te prison was not very materially interrupted. 

In addition to those already mentioned, diarrhaa and rheumatism have constituted 
the principal diseases from which the convicts have suffered, not taking into considera- 
tion those which they bring with them jute the prison, or which result from consti- 
tations previonsly impaired by intemperance or an irregular life. 

The deaths in the prison the Ist day of January, 1843, to the Ist day of January, 
1844, have been from disease, 9; from accidental fracture of the skull, 1; from sui- 
cide, 1; in all 11; namely—Diseased lungs, 5; acute rheumatism, 1; lumbar ab- 
scess, 1; acute gastritis, 1; tumor in brain, L 

The number of deaths in this prison yearly, is somewhat diminished by pardons. 
The number of pardons for the last 10 years have been as follows, namely: In 1834, 

49 pardons; in 4; in 1836, 45; in 1837, 35; in 1838, 57; in 1839, 14; in 
1840, 33; in 1841, 35; in 1842, 38: in 1843, 38 

As it has loug been a priuciple upon which pardons have been granted, that they 
were uccessary to save life, it is safe to presume, in the absence of actual information, 
that an equal proportion of the above pardons have been yearly granted for such rea- 
son, The past year the number of pardons granted for this reason has been 12. Of 
these I have ascertained that 6 lave perfectly recovered and that 1 has died, and I 
have no doubt that 2 more are not, or would not have been living at this date, if they 
had remained in the prison. If, then, the present year is a fair guide in this matter, 
there should be added to the yearly report of deaths, 2, or 3, if it is desired to compare 
the mortality in this prison with that of others, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
safest mode of confinement for the health of convicts. 

n regard to the prevalence of diseases of the lungs in the prison, J believe it bas 
not been peculiar to this year. save perhaps in bearing a larger proportion to the other 
diseases than usual. From the list subjoied of diseases causing death in this prison 
since its establishment, it will appear that nearly half of all these deaths have been 
from diseases of the lungs. Since 1817 there have died in this prison: From phthisis 
pulmonalis, 93; phthisis, complicated with Iues, 3; phthisis, complicated with ana- 
sarca, 3; phthisis, complicated with hydrocephalus, 1; phthisis catarrhalis, 1; phthisis, 
complicated with hydrothorax, 1; phthisis, complicated with apeites, eles 1; pneumo- : 3 P : with hydrott 
Mla, acute, 13; 332 chronic, 23 p E 

pneumonia, complicated with measles, 1; bronchitis, 1; hemoptysis, 1; he 
complicated with anasarea, 1; abscess in the lungs, 3; bydrothorax, 2; hy. 

y 15 
moptysia, 

; y drothorax 
att, 1; anasarca, 1; anasarca and insanity, 1; fever, 3; fever, remit. 

Ung, 2; fever, typhus, 10; angina pectoris, 1; inflammation of brain, acute, 1; in 
flammation of brain, chronic, 2; tumor on cerebellum, 1; insanity and gastric de 
rangement, 1; hemiplegia, 2; gastritis, acute, 2; gastritis, chronic, 15 dysentery, 1: 
dysentery, complicated with diseased heart, 1; peritonitis, chronic, 1; peritovitis, con- 
sequent on parturition, 1; rheumatism, acute, 1; rheumatism, chronic, 1; disease of 
uterus, 1; bulimia, 1; lumbar abscess, 2; schirrhus testis, 1; scrofula, 4; lunes venerea, 
secondary, 1; scurvy, 1; asthenia, 2; atrophy, 5; compound fracture of skull, 1; be- 
ing kil by a convict, 1; asthma, with general debility, 1; asthma, with dropsy, 2; 

and dropsy of he:  
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itational fever, 1; dis- ; ‘ : ochus, 4; constitationa’ iy ted liver, 1; ascites, 4; syn 2; hydrocephalus, 1; insan. 
sae east ay cropey of the pericardium, 3 apoplexy, Chapa Li lnemarenvess, ti eases yh ie Ts epsy, 1: chronic disease 5 itis, acute, 1: he- 

a ‘ a aud debility, 1; epilepsy, 1; ic diarrhoea, 2; hepatitis, acute, 1; 
ity, diarrhoea aud itis, chronic, 1: chronic diary pa, 25 . abscess, 13 

ith 3} enteritis, chronic, 2: ‘tification, 1; psoas abscess, 15 
enteritis, acute, 2; i 1; erysipelas, 2; morti On, sliue of k 

Tee ‘ : ss of liver, 1; erysip ae swelling of knee, 
patitis, chronic e , i pscess sarcoma of inferior maxilla, 1 s seratulous and chtonic diar. familar in perineo, ti erysipelas and dropsy, 1; thes. 1; as 

. ere 
g . + . yy, Oe ripe ts cache ja, Ly suffocation by aecie ent, eee! prison, and yet I cannot be- rhea, 1; ONT, : : he ri ” aoe though it is, that 

taken from limited though it is, 
The above list has been f the diseases of the prison, liu gl Bt 

. knowledge of the dis isis, is correct. I have no dou 
lieve, from my own kno 4 attributed to phthisis, is correct. : 

mary r of deaths attri te is, latent pneumonia, 
the extraordinary number Me 0 called have been luenneis, nia Y part of the diseases s ation. The fact, however, 
that the greater part of i dt of tubercalar consumptior diseases, insteat form of disease of the lungs, anc 
and other pulmonary 1, that they have been some torm of dises izon?. My own 

= i stoned, that ‘v 
jeer this prison? . My o 

sill remains anguestioned ‘1 t produced such disease in t! Sncinal i ises, has confinement p ay | T have fonnd the princip: 
the question arises, : t. “And I may say here, 

is. 
ience has been that it has not. ders difficult, convalescence from 

experience has h retards and renders ¢ | . ones ine t to be, that it we" 7 c. 1 speak now of m 
effect of continemen' a rodnee any distinct disease. ¥ of mere ve seldom known it to pro ffects some of the convicts iu 
ease. [ have se! dd ndency that affects ° if th 

4 and Cespon y nd, and if their 
confinement. The gloom 8, frequently enfeebles both body and mind, See et the brooding over their situations, frequently enfeet nonally destroy Lifes and. bin the ‘ 5 appears fro! fi isoasce that would legitimately result from such causes. of at ey opinion of 
cjass oe stave produced death in but very few f oeee oft hese diseases of the lungs 
above Hat, have prod I believe the chief cause of these diseas her of 

‘| correct. elev nM jcissitudes of the weather o! 
those called phihisis is ¢ guarding the convicts from the vicissitu . 

- uarding the cony i " by the community. has been the difficulty of guarding ticed with so much care by * is cli ecantions practi f he arrangements neces. 
this climate by those pr 1 sons of the year, from the g 4 i d. changeable season: d to sudden cold, and to 

During the stormy an Od safe keeping. they are expose d ° % loyment and safe keeping, to their cells; and they can 
sary for their emp! th ing fr their beated shops to C assing from 

drying them, It seems 
he frequently wet when p: nging their wet clothes, nor of drying t ‘tabl 

A of changing thei + ction of a suitable not have an oppor nts difficulty might be avoided by the construc: to me that muc il 
1 i r shops and cells. in ti above another, to ee peewee * Mubstle, is that the cells are arranged To eee ae aes the convicts 

nother . + ‘here is more of suc s a S 
ve, The fact, that there is m : ones, seems conclusive on 

the number of five, * lleries, than in the lower ones, i ° th or fifth galleries, * in the mornings of the 
confined. on the four aS att during Sundays, and in g ‘ i i the fitth gallery during fourtecu or fifteen hours 
this point. The air on icts have been locked up four . a hen the convicts ha j 2 of all safe means of ven. 
short days of the year, w fonsiv twithstanding the uso of all s 

. very olfensive, notw! g tracted more than 
for the night, becomes very t cells should not be cons te tiation. From ‘is, i would eee a that the ceiling should be high above the three yanges in height to . d ventilators. al confain good ven jlation i hops where the reat care % iar igo to secure thorongh ventilation in those shop: real . : 

. 
5 ced i i : al operations. .. . 

coal is employed in their mechanic hh Patios of Physician, I made the subject of pan Immediately after entering upon the gh investigation, and came to the conclu- ish + with cold water a maiter of thorough ans of unishment, it would be 
6 nth t when managed so as to form an efficient means of p sion, tha OTe 

. 
life. 

13 deaths; Feb. 

dangerons to health and 8 to 1843.—Jannary, : Number of, arch, 16, Aga 6. Me a6 dae, 24; July, 21; August, 26; Sep- rua 2; Mare! 3 April, 255 2x05 oa Tambor, 195 Qetober, 204 November, 21: Pe recond Report. . For yearly statement of deaths since 1817, se "THEO. DIMON, Physician. 

  

1843.—Cuaprain’s Report. 
i i uties devolving upon me, it has been my con: 

pang 7 ee overs y posable coring as far as the conduct and happiness of the stant care to ren ned b: » sesociating with the officers, and b ersonal ¥ . 
gad religie as conversation with the convicts while in their cells by night. 
a root the co victs J find a warm and hearty reception. ve than 260 of Amen LRaeneasiey progresses finely. Itisa delightful Scone to see mo eae snugly 

omen, se the vast multitude here, as the most i i z dy, snug 
bones pean maaan learning to read, repeating portions of the 
volun ine tontag with profesad attention to the pious instructions of their teachers. volume, 
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Our meetings of worship are enjoyed with an increasing j convicts appear to worship as devoutly sincere as any other not they are so, 
Thave good reason to helieve that several 1 year, Since the Agent ha 

interest, and many of the congregation, and I doubt 
nave become truly pious within the last 

y 
S$ caused some raised seats to he erected for the choir, ovr 

singers have done honor to themselves, and rendered material assistance in our deyo. 
tonal exercises, 

The Bible is the standard work for the no other book. 
The agent has recently are very uselil to men dep instruction; these also are 

c: 

perusal of those men, and some of them read 
furnished two dozen of Colburn’s mental arithmetic, which vived of the use of’ slates, and other means of mathematical all taken up and more called for. There is also a lack of 

library books for all who wish to read them. We have a tolerable supply of tracts on 
dand, bat they ure mostly of the same impression with those which have been given 
unt, and often’ read by nearly ell who Have a desive for anch reading, until the subjects 
have become familiar and uninteresting. Tf we had a few thons. 
Rew variety, it would add much to the readin & source of quietess tu the convicts dh far towards establ ishing such moral prin their individual happiness and reformation. t isa principle of philosophy, incorporated with the very nature 
exeess of punishment will defeat the object; and a freatment will pro 
eradicating, the worst of passions, 

ag the dull hours of solitude, but alwe es iu the mind, as would greatly promote 

     

  

of man, that an 
duce, instead of 

O. EY MORRILL, Chaplain. 

1842.—IxspEctons’ Reporr. Since the date of the A gent’s report, herewith transmitted, a the services of not less than 10 nor more than 300 conviets, fo: at 30 ceats per day, the contractor to fucnis: victs to be employed in the chiefly of toreim produetion. ‘The Taspectors are happy to state ¢ 

  

contract has been let for 
r the term of fre years, tt his own water or steam power; said con. manufacture of files, and such articles of cutlery as are 

hat within the Jast year the former mode of pun- 
ishing the convicts, by whipping for iufringement of the rales of the prison. has been 
altnost wholly abandoned, and as a substitute the application of cold water in the form 
of showering or puwing upon the naked head and bedy has been adopted ; and we are 
couvineed that in a. vers great mujority of cases it has the desired effect of subduing the 
disobedient and relractory, while at” the same time the selfrespect of the man is 
preserved, 

There is a larger number 

  

of convicts remaining in prison on the 21st ult. than at any 
other period since the establishment of this institution, and we believe a larger number 
received during the last year than during any previous year. The cause of this increase 
of crime cannot be mistaken. The recent suspension of our public works, and the gen- 
eral stagnation of business, and consequent want of employ by a very numerous class 

of our unfortunate citizens, is beyond doubt at this time the most prolific source of 
rine, 

Two of the convicts Sentenced to this prison are in the Lunatic Asylum, near New 
York, at an expense to the prison of three dollars each per week. 

PETER G. FOSDICK, ) 
7 

iN, Inspectors. 

1842.—Acznr’s Report. The earnings of this prison during the year by convict labor, erection of workshops, 
etc., is as follows :— 

Cooper shop, $4,738 04; tool shop, 3,955 98; cotton weave shop, 2,653 91; tailors 
shop, 3,351 83; comb shop, 4,441 92; machine shop, 5,279 45; hame shop, 7,291 16; 

cabinet shop, 7,803 50} carpet shop, 7,920 22; shoe shop, 4,204 70; stone shop, 3,142. 
83: total, $54,783 56. 
Miscelianeous.—Fees received from persons visiting the prison, $1,692 75; job work 

and articles sold for cash, same included in inventory of Septeraber 30, 1841, 1,173 88; 

    

  

 



NEW YORK STATE PRISON, 

sundry small accounts, contracted during the year for conviet labor, stone, silk, etc, 
gold, same included in last year’s inventory, 665 30; convict labor in laying 630 perch 
stone on south wall, 53., 393 75; cash received of railroad company for tifling up and 
grading street, 500 00; accounts against counties of Erie, Broome, Monroe, an Che- 
nango. for fees and expenses in removing convicts to house of refuge, New York, 363 
45; materials and couvict labor in erecting new workshop, aud finishing the one 
erected last y 13,746 48; excess of mventory of 301h September, 1842, over that 
of last year, in silk and other property on hand, 8,029 98: total, $26,565 59. 

Total amount of cash expended duriug the year, $67,370 69; excess of earnings over 
and above ordinary general support of the prison, $13,478 36. 

‘atement of Cash received.—Balance from last year's account, $4,664 97; coopers 
shop, 5.423 16; tool shop, 4,178 68; cotton weave shop, 3,463 37; carpet shop. 8.356 
08; tailors shop, 3,365 42; shoe shop, 4,476 10; machine shop, 5,801 46; comb shop, 
4,196 96; cabinet shop, 7,904 60; hame shop, 7,659 12; stone shop, 4.465 64; new 
shop—“ brilding and repairs,” act. br sold railroad company. 1,000 00; convicts’ 
deposits, 89 40; visitors, 1,692 753 prison, articles sold, etc., including railroad job, and 
sale of land to railroad company, 2,368 33: total, $69,106 09 

Cash expended.—Rations, $16.27 4 03; hospital stores, 502 67 ; clothing and bedding, 
03 ; fire wood, oil, etc., 1.316 05; building and repairs, 12,529 88; bay, grain, 

ete., 39 67; stock, coal, materiuls, tools, etc., inchiding silk and cocoons, 6,983 95; 
printing and stationery. 104 70; discharged convicts, and transportation of the same, 
1,049 09; salaries of prison officers, 15,199 11; pay of gnards, 6,495 00; inspectors of 
prison, 693 30; miscellaneous, 2,649 79: tocal, 867,870 79, Balauce in the hands of 
the agent, $1,235 3 

The fiNowing statement exhibits the total amount of the available funds of the prison 
on the 30th September, 1842 :—~ 

Balance of casi in the hands of the agent, $1,235 30; balances due from contractors, 
exclusive of the three months’ credit allowed each by conditions of contracts, 12.585 56 5 
sundry stnall accounts for stone, silk, etc., recently contracted, 655 30; sewing silk, 
twist, reeled silk, and cocoons on hand, 8.779 56: total, $23.255 72. Also a lot o 
joiners’ tools had of Young and McMaster, now on sale with Messrs. Curtis and Hand 
Philadelphia. Balance unsold per invoice 30th September, 1842, $8,889 08. 

Number of convicts remaining in prison, 31st December, 1841, 707; received during 
the year, 244: total, 951. 
Number discharged during the year, as follows :—by expiration of sentence, 187 ; 

by pardon, 38; removed to house of refuge in New York, 4; escaped, 2; removed to 
lunatic asylum, New York, 1; died, 7: total, 239. Remaining in prison, 31st Decem- 
ber, 1849, 712. 

« _ Employment.—Coopers shop, 35; cotton weave shop, 28; shoe shop, 48; machine 
} shop, 43; tailors shop, 35; toot shop, 28; carpet shop, 76; stone shop, 34; spin shop, 
i 29; comb shop, 32; button shop, 8; cabinet shop, 57; hame shop, 55; carpenters 

t shop,i2; silk shop, 41; prison kitchen and couk room, 16; wash room, 6; soap house, 
$13 keepers house, 2; north and south wing, 9; yards, 21; hospital, 8; state barbers, 

2; making machinery for silk shop, 3; anemployed, 83: total, 712. 
There has been erected during the past season, in accordance with your instructions, 

a two-story brick workshop 425 feet in length, with a basement under 240 feet of the 
same, to be used for storage, etc. The whole has been thus far effected from the or- 
dinary resources of the prison, and without incurring a debt. 

T can see no obstacle in the say of completing the opposite range of shops, by the 
addition of 217 feet upon the east end of those already constructed, dnving the ensuing 
year; as it will be seen that the available funds of the prison, consisting of cash, dues 
from contractors, sewing silk, ete., on hand 30th September last, amount to the sum of 
$23,255 72, most of which, under judicious management, I feel confident may be real- 
ized during the current year. The above-named erection will complete the entire 
length of workshops agreeable to the original plan, and will no doubt prove sufficient 
for all the ordinary operations of this institution for a long period of years. 

The safety of the prison requires that the walls of the west yard, on the north, and to 
some extent on the west side, should be raised several feet higher than at present, and 
this can be done at a trifling expense by the use of the stone composing that portion of 
the cross wall which remains unmoved. I deem the funds on hand, together with the 
current resources of the prison, amply sufficient for that purpose, during the ensuing 

ar. 
There are now 4] convicts employed in the silk business. The amount of silk now 

in a finished state, and mostly in market, is sufficient, if sold within a reasonable time, 
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to replenish the stock fo: i h t rv the continued prosecuti i i scale, provided this find is not necessarife ited to othas Dupiness Bpon an enlarged 
ly diverted to other purposes, 

HENRY POLHEMUS, Agent. 

1842.—Puysiciay’s Report. I would remark, that I think the gene eating, labor, and sleeping of the convicts for the preservation of their bodil ’ any whicl have ever been dev 
*gulations and attent: 

‘uate class of men cannot be much improved . ave observed that the prisc: , 
discann yopeerved th prisoners were generally affected wi cliseas siren and sporadic, whieh have affected the citizens cf hic oa 

f the surro ff country. ul the constitations of y Y enate 
Tes anpared by their previous habits of di spate dbl hove som have been mnch 

rss capable of resisting the exlmausting Sc 15 than where perfect integri ‘taming revatio 
i e egrity of stamina prevail, vi various forms of chronic diseas pnsetpiently. oad 

vario | seases, and, consequently. sanativ in many of those cases, have been more tard nd ‘holficient to even comfortable health. y mecca There is a | i Phe a pecubarity which prevails amor i 
a a '¥ Ng convicts. a i ehgit thenmatie, neural gic, or erratic pains in any par of tho meee, aeeted with sey Seer the i inca cerated condition, with their oiler woes and “mistoctuncs ve “hones Lospital for inedival, a whe en seh complaints, and will honestly vesort ca ned i od. i when, if they had been “y would thought of applying to a medical man for relief. Mee, they would not oven have ere are of course many rogues r i 

to eee ade Y rogues among them who occasionally affect to be unwell 
There has been no s i i nO severe epidemic disease, wi i i of September, which 1 shall notice, 7 WINK the exception of that ‘a the month The diseases which prevailed most. months, were catarrhal, ple : f . a 

led in the two last of the winter and in tl pos Pa uritic, aud pulmonic affectio he : rild, and some of a severe character. ring the spring aud summe! , 
| § the ig summer months, there i 
jams and See ores an } ins, there were quite a number is jan ¢ fet Me ne naittent fever, which I have been unable to trace eens er motid- patie rae the prison walls, There were, at the same time, go: ° ep wade '§ Jever among the citizens of this Village ard of the pared nding: 

) he spring 
ns, with some cases of rheu. 

country. 
a During the summer months, diseases also sous 1 uot severe. In the month of Septem xtensively among the convicts; there wer 

of the digestive orga xe gans were not unfrequent aber, cholera morbus i Nailed . and diarrhea 
a re 239 cases. ‘ea prevailed November, and December, the usual inflammatory ure aus ae patarrhs on common colds, rheumatisin, etc. Ss . . as been no specifi tagi i 

me 
" 

ic Con pre Heep ene ora enere. Suite a number of the convicts have ‘Ren oflocna i \. ave radically cured all these cas i i "ases by different surgical operations, 
of mee convicts have died during the year, The first was & comtenen henmpation, of several ponths duration, having long had an infirm and broken » E nn prison eleven mouth: ¥ 
ance c ni e 8. The second was 8 a a pied of phthisis pulmonalis, He had been confined in the Sine Sine att about tae els years; fits constitution was consequently impaired He was. sok the resale ee ie The third was Michael Handy, who died oF phthisis pulmonal cles in one en constitution, inducing cachexia, an abscess in perinio, and tub ” prison berate e was confined in the hospital about two months and had been in ofaseiee mai tliree A i four years. The fourth, was Barnard O. Calican who died intempernry oe al erepsy, of several months duration. He bad lone been avy. t sand had been in prison between two and three years. The fifth wes eon Seine, ‘ is pulmonalis, of several months duration. was Joka Perate man, and had been in prison near three ad oxy pooner, an Indian, who died of general debility, i veral mont i wer t 

sean nonths. He had been in Prison over thi vi was i i 'y, who died after having been affected between two and three erent, 

eth Rowley, who died 
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i i omiting of blood, 

with ascites, and was finally attacked with a profuse hematemesis or v g : 

i 
u er * 

‘i 1 long becn an intemp: —_ 

rade ae aatnber of oe ota the prison at the end of each year, since 1830, 

wire jone-tweltths 
i ixty-two and funr-twelttns. . . the lunes 

wor th aes meee 12 years, phthisis palmonalis or consumption of the ngs 

of a ‘of them which was almost one-half of the whole number, 

caust , . ‘4 t 

4 5 soar frem consumpoon. 
a ; 

fraction less than 6 ven ve bare been but 7 deaths, which is the smallest rane 

ng ie 18 years. 3 of these were from phibisis pulmom is, os 5 ssump 

5 Th camber ‘at convicts at the end of the year jst & osed|, was 7) Seuss 8 

pon. han. the highest number of any one of the mune late x ece ng 5 ee ane 

more tl a the avefige number, while the number of deaths was bu 7. veins 6 ie 

the a the ‘ ern 7 amber of the deaths of the preceding 12 years) a 

than the average 

or of deaths was but 9. . . clothed 

acne number seein having the prisoners hamanely and suitably fed, clothes 

ne eT tel shops aud cells properly warmed by suitable stove v furnace: 

and shod, and their * Ie ne each prisoner supplied with a sufficiency of bed clo 1ing, 

i ve pl 3 and having eat ¢ i Ys : the yeon, 

with lage pipes ‘deep comfortably during the inclement and cold. se sons of the ye a 

in ony the chief agency in bringing about this decided diminution in the 

ave hat gency ging abou 

an this prison within the last 2 years. , , _ be a valuae 

deaths i me “his communication without adverting to what i believe to 8 

bie means of enforcing prison discipline + it is the affusion of cold wal p 

le means 
ng $0 

i the convict. 
— afety vf the 

nn a Sroowes of this prison consulted me on the propriety and safety 

he pre: ke : mr COX 

i 7 vater, as 7 e of pnuishment. . . . 
affnsion OE cole ele a mode el O doubt the affusion or pouring of cold water, for 

It replied to only on the nalsed head avi body of the convict in goad pealth, migyt 

2 a eat fro safety both to his health and life. and that it would abe ty 

be mae “i Cat alia fn the obstinate and disobedient, infariated and reveuge a 

Daye toe eect ig antocinnately li sed, whereas, the cafs and rawhides mus 

iri y ortnuatery precdispased 5 whereas, cats 5 must 

se av os se aetiee the vaiet ME exciting and cultivating @ soa, ve actory 

and aatura 2 ret i 2 t 2s fe y 

ee malgenant disposition, and of destroying entirely, all sense of selt: respect, 2 id come 

oe rently be the inost pralifie means of insubordination, and of coun eract ig 

the great abjects of State Prisou confinement. the reformation of t je convie for varions 

mu Trave repentedly witnessed the application of cold water to couric 8 for wanes 

offences, and have often conversed with the Irineipe and ae ath a foo exceptions, 

int . hei inions y to be, thea Ww 3 

is and find taeir opinions generally to be, : " 

: aa ty fm preventing repeated violations ‘of rules, and has rarely been ap- 

an eflicie! ty, in J g 

i he same convict more than twice. | . ; seed a lavzer 

ve ‘he most healthy, obstinate, and almost. incorrigible men, 1 hax ec aivised 3 anger 

stream, with more head and force, and colder water, t weeeseury Feet Se tearees, 

ici f ice to the water to reduce tts temperat re nd grees: 
ficieney oF ie nd Jet off, snddenty, from 2 to 4 quarts of this pou ine naked bea vied 
an sonvict, and then stops and if his obstinate spit should not quail ar d viel 

one oa oe fF fre 8 t3 more, and so on; not failing to 
hen L would let off from 4 to 6 or $ quarts mor » and 30 on nies T have 

give the indispensably necessary breathing and speaking interme i es bt » onion 

no doubt, would excite such a shock and dread, as to prev 

rom repeating their offences. oo. an be so gradu: 

, "The coldness of these water applications, T have great confidence: | can pe 80 al 

ated by the thermometer, with the addition of ice or nw co’ AO ne ined 

and consequently force of water, with a pipe or ontlet of peal al ans vat sf 

and a half in diameter, as to produce a shock and dread whic would puns” State 

ciently, and subdue the most powerful, refractory, and obstinate | envi im a eto. 

ison: and that without endangering in the slightest degree hie ife ov heat Le 

Pided the applications shali be of very short duration—say from hal 

ee 
i i of State 

mt do therefore, most cheerfully recommend it to all inspectors and keepers | ot oing 

prisons throughout the United States, as, iv ry pps the most efficient, 
? i) 

i t that could be devised. - . 

and humane mode of punishmen JOSEPH T. PITNEY, Medical Officer 

mPa. 
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1845.—CHAPLAIN’s Report. 

The means of religious instruction enjoyed by the convicts, are the following :— 
First. The public preaching of the Gospel. This is enjoyed by all, excepting only 

the few who may at the time be confined in the hospital; also a small number em- 
ployed in the culinary department. 

J cannot but ex ress my settled conviction of the inadequacy of but one exercise of 
public worship during the week, for the moral necessities of these men. At least one 
more should be allowed them. 

Sutfer me also to suggest the importance of daily prayer with the convicts The 
desirableness and even necessity of either morning or evening worship with them 
must be obvivus to every serious reflecting mind. This might be done in the morn- 
ing, while seated at the table, before receiving thetr food. A portion of Scripture 
might be read, and prayer offered, and not exceed 10 or 15 minutes consumed. i 
is peculiarly desirable in the winter season, as they are not able to read the Seriptures 
for themselves from one Sabbath until another. The singing, so successfully intro- 
duced just previous ta my last annual report, is still continued with unabated interest. 
He utility, I think, cannot be reasonably questioned. 

The second means of religious instruction enjoyed by the convicts, is the Sabbath 
school. This is available for nearly one-half of the whole number imprisoned, whic 
is about 700. 

‘The Bible and other good books, furnish a third means of religious instruction. The 
Bible is still read with unabated interest; although the multiplication of other books 
may have diminished in some degree the amount of Bible reading. 

The fourth means of religious instruction is personal conversation. For this great 
eagerness is manifested ; occasionally, one may be found to turn away with cold, and 
possibly with sullen indifference ; but men of this description are exceedingly rare. 

During the past year the hospital has received an unusual share of attention. It has 
been visited almost daily, and a religions exercise performed on the Sabbath. 

Very favorable reports have been received from many who have, during the year, 
gone without these walls. With numbers I have met and enjoyed opportunity of con- 
versation, most of whom were rejoicing in their emancipation from the degrading 
vices to which they had been so long enslaved. Some are already respectable mem- 
bers of Christian churches. 

The following statement may be relied upon as substantially correct, having been 
elicited by personal investigation :— 

Had received collegiate education, 2; had received academic education, 12; could 
cipher, 310; could write, 390; could read, 500; could not read, 210; learned to read 
in prison, 167; had been intemperate, 430; had been moderate drinkers, 222; total 
abstinence. 54; crime caused by liquor, 290; left home before 16 years of age, 3703 
had been boatmen on canals, 225; had been sailors, 160; had been soldiers, 75; had 
practised gambling, 310; had attended Sabbath school, 123; had read the Bible daily, 
31; had committed decalogue, 145: had kept the Sabbath, 23; parents, Sabbath 
keepers, 147; professed religion before conviction, 102; now profess religion, 124; 
indulged hope within the year, 72; had been married, 357; whole number of chil- 
dren, 900; had lost or left wife, 140; not born within ihe United States, 123; cok 
ored, 64. 

Age of Convicts now in Prison—Under 20 years, 39; between 20 and 30, 334; 30 
and 40, 172; 40 and 50, 111; 50 and 60, 35; 60 and 70, 16; over 70 years, 3. 

Term of Sentence. —From 2 to 3 years, 174; 3 to 5, 2273 5 to 10,240; 10 to 20, 
58; 20 years aud over, 4; for life, 7. 
Number committed during the year, 244; of second and third convictions, about 25; 

discharged by pardon, 38; discharged by expiration of sentence, 187. 7 
T. R. TOWNSEND, Chaplain. 

MOUNT-PLEASANT PRISON. 
aerate gac tne ame 

1842.—InsrecTors’ Report. 

The number of keepers and guards are 26 each 
On the 30th day of September, 1841, there was remaining in the prison :—male con- 

Males received during the year, including one victs, 741; female, 70: total, 811. 
escaped and retaken, and one pardoned conditional   c y, but retaken for not complying 
with his conditional pardon, 234; females, 35: total, 269. 
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Discharged by expiration of sentence—mates, 189; females, 39: total, 2 19. Dis. 
charged by pardon—males, 34; females, 4: total, 38. Died—mutes, 31; feinales, 6: 
total, 37. Seut to Launatie Asylum, 1 

Remaining in prison on the 30'h September, 1842—males, 726; females, 65; show- 
ing a decrease daring the last year of 21 males and 5 females. 

EDWARD KEMEYS, 
THOMAS BAILEY, . 
ISAAC G. GRAHAM, Jr, ¢ Inspectors. 
HUDSON McFARLAN, 

1842.—Acent’s Report. 

Cash received at the prison, during the year, for convict labor, $53,935 10. 
Disbursements during the year for ovlinary support of the pr 58,733 69; sher- 

iff's fees for transporting convicts from the jails to the prison, 2,361 52; silk manufac- 
tory—for mulberry trees, unmanufactured silk, cocoons, ete., 984 08; building account, 
for materials, 65176; Sing Sing guards, for accoutrements, 70 25: total, $72,801 28. 

The disbarsements, it will be seen, including $4,067 59, (net for ordinary support,) 
amounts to $18,866 18 more thau has been received in cash for convict labor, 

disbursements tave been made on the following accounts:—For provisions, 
$22,403 39; officers, 19,126 22; guards, 9,363 00; clothing, 6,923 44; oil and fuel, 
3,688 94; furniture, 1,754 79; blacksmith and lock si. .p, 1,500 22; hospital, 1,087 49; 
stone shop and quarries, 763 62; discharged convicts, 652 00; hay and_ grain, 393 22; 
printing, postage, and stationery, 163 71; library, 183 82; cooper shop, 153 60; appre- 
hension of convicts, 57 75: shoe shops, 144 363 house and farm, 56 45; weave shop, 
25 70; travelling and incidental expenses, 18 59; miscellaneous, 30 60; sheriff's fees 
for transporting convicts, 2,361 52; silk manufactory, for materials, 984 06; building 
account, for materials, 65176; Sing Sing guards, for accoutrements, 70 25; total 
$72,801 28. . 

The earvings of the prison for the fiscal year are as follows :—Smith and lock shop, 
$3,747 00; stone shops and quarries, 2,524 57; bat shop, 5,504 98; boot and shoe 
shops, 16,090 51; brass shop, 3,323 72 ; cooper shop, 12,214 05; weave shop, 7,249 46; 
tool shop, 1.486 69; provisions for board of U.S, convicts, ete., 1,261 60; house and 
farm, 114 45; visitors, 311 74; clothing, 10 07; miscellaneous, 96 26; stone furnished 
since the last report for the State Hall at Albany, 1,125 00: work on the female prison 
—132 feet cornice, at 44s. run, 726 00; 644 feet steps, at 60 cents, 386 40; 494 feet 
flagging, at 40 cents, 197 60; 353 feet ashler, at 40 cents, 141 20; 31,952 feet of solid 
masonry in the yard and front wall, 7,988 00; 8,184 feet selid masonry in the sewer 
from front prison to the river, 2.046 00; 1 cut stone cistern, 115 00; 6 sinks in the 
male prison hall, at $6, 36 00; 3,456 feet solid masonry in the sewer in front of guard- 
house, 864 60; amount due from the trustees of the French Catholic church, in Canal- 
street, New York, for stone cut this year, 3,250 00; the difference between the value 
of the silk machinery, silk manufactured and unmanufactured, and what has been ex- 
pended on silk account, 943 52; stone cut and in readiness for the armory for the Sing 
Sing guards, as per act of the last Legislature, 500 00; difference of the value of pro- 
perty belonging to the State prison, Mount Pleasant, as per inventory, September 30, 
4842, and that taken September 30, 1841, 1,921 77: total, $74,175 59. 

The actual earnings for the last year overruns the disburseinents $1,374 31; and to 
this should be added, (not for the ordinary support of the prison.) $4,067 59: showing 
that we have earned $5,441 90 more than it has cost fur the support of the prison. 

Within the last year I have been compelled to draw from the Comptroller $18,000, 
when the year before only $8,000. The diminution in our resources is owing to 4 
number of causes, 

The receipts from stone cutting are more than $1,000 less than last year. 
Out uf the whole number of males, there was at the close of the year only 337 on the 

different contracts, namely, 91 at coopering, 57 in the carpet shop, 104 in the beot and 
shoe shops, 13 in the plane shop, 20 in the iock shop, 24 in the hat shop, 28 in the sad~ 
dlery-hardware shop. 

The balance, with the exception of those employed as waiters in the different shops, 
and in the dormitory and hospital, and those at work in and about the kitchen, have 
been in the quarry and stone shops, and on the buildings, walls, and roade about the 
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The earnings of the females have also been cut very much short of last year’s. Ir   
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stead of having 31 und ig mder contract, as tl 2 
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DAVID L. SEYMOUR, Agent, 
1842.—Puysictan’s Rerorr. In the first two m: 
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WM. BELCHER, Physician, 
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lows the lightning, should punishment follow the offence.” The present is exactly the 
reverse of the former in this respect. It is one of our most prominent rules, never to 
punish a convict before the case has been fully investigated, so that the principal keeper 
may have an opportunity of judging whether the convict be deserving or not of punish- 
ment. This rule reflects credit an your honorable board, as it gives both keeper and 
convict time for calm reflection; whereas, by punishment following the offence so soon, 
the keeper may become excited, and having no time for reflection, may indiscriminately 
punish an insane man, or one who through ignorance committed the offence, as well z 
the really guilty one. Another advantage derived from that rule is, that the keeper 
has time to learn the various dispositions of the couvicts placed under his charge, and 
thereby has an opportunity of knowing how best to reprimand them. 

ANGUS McDUFFIE, Principal Keeper. 

1842.—-Cuapiain’s REPorT. 

The library, which, under the personal supervison of the Agent, has been so managed 
as to present each convict with a different volume weekly. has, in many cases, resulted 
in the implantation of those true principles of action, without which any hope of per- 
manent reform would be vain. 

ould again record my hearty approval of that most worthy resolution of your 
honorable board, which commits all the punishment awarded to the prisoners, ete. 
the exclusive control of the principal keeper, as avoiding much evil, and resulting in 
great benefit to the moval feelings of the delinquent. 

Those chronic diseases to which licentious men are always subject, have this season, 
more than formerly, terminated in what is commonly called quick consumption. 

The increase of deranged cases among us this year-has been in exact proportion to 
the increase of sickness ; showing, as I think, an intimate connection between physical 
and mental derangement, If this inference be a correct one, how important to have 
erected within the walls of the prison, a suitable apartment, where your Physician 
could appropriately treat his patient, on the first developments of his aberrations of 
mind, 

I regard that part of our chapel service which consists of singing, to be of great 
moral advantage to the convicts; the satisfying, refining, and elevating influence of 
which, is only to be witnessed to be duly appreciated. 

Out of the sixty or seventy male convicts who have been pardoned during the three 
ears of my chaplaincy, but four have returned; and three of these were pardoned 

solely from legal commendation, and not from any confidence expressed in their moral 
change. I am therefore still of the opinion, that executive clemency, judiciously ex- 
ercised, results in the cultivation of that peculiar species of gratitude, without whicl 
there can be no hope of permanent reformation, but with which the possessor is ever 
prepared to be benefited, even by the severest penalties of a beuken law. 

The fact that we are decreasing in nambers, when viewed in connection with the 
obvious difficulty of procuring employment, indicates a favorable state of things. 

JOHN LUCKEY, Chaplain. 

1843.—Insrecrors’ Rerort. 
‘The amonnt of expenditures for both prisons, for the year ending 30th September, 

1842, was $72,801 28; for the year ending 30th Septeniber, 1843, 66,658 60. Dimi 
mution, $6,142 68. 

The prisons have, during the past year, fallen about $30,060 short of supporting 
themselves, notwithstanding the dimination in the expenditure. 

The following were the contracts subsisting when the present Inspectors entered 
upon their duties, with their produce, if all filled :— 

Weaving carpets, 40 men, at 40 cents per day, $4,992 00: 14 men, at 32 cts. per 
day, 1,397 76; 6 men, at 20 cts. per day, 374 40; 40 men, at 25 cts, per day. 3,120 00; 
shoemaking, 100 men, at 35 cts. per day, 10,920 00; saddlery, 40 men, at 374 cts. per 
day, 4,680 00; tool making, 30 men, at 40 cts. per day, 3,744 00; file making, 100 
men, at 32 cts. per day, 9,984 00; coopering, 63 men, earning 14 cts. per day, 2,839 20: 
thus the 435 men might earn $42,051 36. 

The number actually employed, and their earnings, were as follows :— 
Weaving carpets, 99 men, earning per annum, $9,360 00; shoemaking, 90 men, eamn- 

ing per annum, 9,828 00; saddlery, 34 men, earning per annum, 3,759 60; tool mak- 
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1342 had, notwithstanding, exceeded the expenses. Thus the earnings of 1841 are 

slated at $77,676 19, and those of 1942 at $74,175 593 but these sums included work 

doue for the State, about the buildings aud premises, and an alleged increase in the 

value of the property of the prisun. "The receipts from the earnings for 1841 were 

$72,676 19, while the expenditures were $78,190 19; and for 1842 the receipts from 

the earniugs were $58,810 10, and the expenditures $72,627 90. During the year 

ending on 30th September, 1843, the receipts from earnings were $36,970 37, and the 

expenditures were $66,658 GO. 
This falling off has arisen partly from the general depression of the times, and. partly 

from the laws which prohibit certain mechanical branches of indastry from being car- 

ried on in the prisons. 

The expense of supporting each convict is about twenty-five cents a day, and it is 

ascertained that about 180 of them are unproductive, being em loyed as waiters, at 

work for the State, or on the sick list, so that the support of the prison falls on the resi- 

due, making it necessary for each one to earn at least thirty-two cents 2 day. 

Early last spring, the highest offer that could be procured for the men was twenty 

five cents a day, but recently the price has risen, and the Agent now has offers for 

thirty-five cents. 
Since the 30th September, 1843, the Agent has received an offer for all the men that 

can be spared, at 35 cents per day, and all the women at 16 cents per day, to be en- 

gaged in making files. 
fie has also received an offer of 35 cents a day for all the men that can by law be 

kept at the coopers trade; so that there is good reason to hope that all the convicts 

van be employed at trades which are permitted by the law, at prices which will earn 

for the prison enough to pa its expenses. 

The experiment of manufacturing silk in the prison has been a failure. An outlay 

of $3,272 41 has resulted in the retura of $367 27 in cash, $273 50 worth of silk, and 

$1,061 12 in machinery, and a dead loss to the prisous of $1,570 52. 

it is respectfully submitted to the Legislature, whether the farther prosecution of 

this branch of industry ought not to be abandoned. 

One of the first subjecta which attracted the attention of the present board was the 

Sunday school. In both prisons, convicts alone were teachers. Several hundred were 

assembled in the chapel, and divided into classes of about ten each. 

keepers were present, and it was of course impossible for them to know tl 

the convicts conversed upon under the pretence of teaching and learning. 

stances were detected in which forbidden topics were discussed i and there is r 

to believe that an escape, which was nearly successful, was planned in the school 

tween a teacher and his pupil. f such teachers was forbidden, 

the schools, much to the regret of the board, bandoned for want of teachers. 

‘A fire broke out in the low shop in the centre of the yard, caused by the carelessness 

of the convicts in charge of the steam-engine, who had left some shavings tear the fire. 

The building being very dry, and filled with combustible materials, the fire spread very 

rapidly. To arrest its progress, and lest it might communicate to the larger shops, and 

so the prison, about 400 of the convicts were let out of their cells and set at work; 

some at the fire-engines, some in removing property from the shops, and some with 

crowbars and axes in their hands, tearing of the roof. Several hundred of the citizens 

of the village scon came to assist. 

Amid all the confusion, and though thus armed, the convicts made no attempt to 

escape. They worked cheerfully, zealously, and well; were very obedient; and when 

the fire was subdued, at the usual signal, they formed their gangs and returned to their 

cells. 

One object of a penitentiary, that of punishment, is very well provided for here + the 

other object, and one equally important, that of reformation, is not. All this array © 

officers and guards, and all this liberal expenditure of money, seem to have the former 

object mainly in view ; for except $500 a year in a salary to the Chaplain, and the ex 

pense of a few Bibles and prayer-books, not a dollar of the many thousands expended 

‘on the prisons is devoted to purposes of moral instruction ; and moral suasion, a8 2 

means of arriving at either of the objects of a penitentiary, is almost entirely neglected. 

It is regarded as a standing rule of our system, that no offence of a convict in the 

prison shall go unpunished. But ‘no other mode of punishment seems to be contem- 

plated than the lash. The prison is built entirely on that plan, and no provision is made 

for any other kind. Solitary confinement canuot be inflicted with effect, because 

when confined to their cells, the convicts can, in the daytime, communicate with tho 

on duty in the hall, and at night with the inmates of the adjoining cells. 
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‘he board believe in the proprie iri: . ty of ai ii choy do nor believe that he pre mr y of the rule requiring certainty of punishment, bat 
ibuy do unr believe it the mo e of punishment ought in all instances to be by stripes. 
with some the ye fective punishment is doubtless the lash, but there are many to 
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yer whe ae the most frequent objects of the lash Sincere Inteutions of repentance, 
No suitable provision is made for convicts who b . itable i ni ecome deranged. There i vi 

a mimber of uiese in the prison. Some are so when they arrive, having “loubtiea ee 
mitten their of ences while partially. insane. Others become so while in confinement, 
being reduced to that evundition either by diseg a eri feign mas er by disease or mental suffering, Some feign 

The erection of a snitable buildi i rectic t ing, where such patients might b ii 
truly afflicted, or where they mi, % i ten ight be properly treated if 

yal +6 7 y might be punished if feigning, and ere, in el 
they wonld neither distur nor be disturbed by their lllaveconvicts fa measuse det 
tated hy every principle of humanity. ivicts, Is a measure dic- 

There is defect in the law relating to this cl f 1 . ro is ¢ a ating pis class of convicts. If imsane at i 
Hon of hein sentence, aud unable to support themselves, there is no ae ont aed tar 
them. 1e officers of the prison cannot any longer retain vem i om. 1 1 the: : 
they any longer expend any money on their account. m in custody, nor can 

is respectiully suggested, that in such cases it sh ie pestfulls g , the 8 2 should be made the du 
Agent to take care of them until they could be returned to their friends, a o the 
charge o} the proper authorities in the county where they were convicte , . 
The pumiver ot insane among the convicts is 17 ° 
Female Prison—The number of female convicts _ ve . ber on the 30th Sept 2, 

8: i 30th September, 1843, 76: increase during the year, 11 plember, 1842, was 
7 Ws the year there bad been received, 40. Discharged by expiration of sentence, 
17; by pardons, 8; escaped, 1; ied, 1; sent to lunatic asyl 2: 
a The number at the date of this report is 75. sylam, 2+ total, 29. Tnerease, 

he organization of this prison is very imperfect. I . 1 of this : . It does not seem to have 
sanch attention, for it is difficult to believe that if its true condition had been eigacted 
he Legislature it would have been tolerated so long. The pri igi : i y long. prison was origi . 

si ned for 70 convicts, and even for that number it was altogether too catected § 
the jema le convicts in the State have been sent to this prison, until the number h 

8 i ed 2p as high as 82, and it is evidently on the increase. a 
nD , the number was 60; in 1841, 70; in 1842, 65; i . 2 ; 3 2, 65; in 1843, 76. And 

the fact that several have been pardoned during the past summer, ‘the note wo for 
" Geeeed 90. For this number the accommodation is confined to 72 single cells, and 

smal room about 18 feet square, used as a hospital. ° vam 
tn me fonviels are employed as follows :—In the silk works, 24; trimming hats, 18; 
u tchen, 63 as waiters al i vi i r the omens 3 out the prison, 7; in the hospital, 3; at work for the 

The aggregate ex; i i ticle da ene edo 90. “Hence: Rus prison iv anlannuel burden upos tho State Tee Se. prison is an annual burden upon the State 

nate amber of convicts: being larger than the number of separate cells, renders it 
y many of them should be confined in i nao a ; company. The consequen 
at when locked in their cells, unless they are asleep, the convicts are cuntinually 
set “ersing. hy the daytime, the intercourse between them is still more unrestraine 
0 tinued hum of conversation is heard, varied only by occasional outbreaks of 

“ pennies are frequent in the prison, and knives have been known 
1m. 

renee al. for causes which it is unnecessary here to detail, deemed it proper to 
weer e matron whom they found in charge of the prison. The convicts, who had 
earent ly i easy times, took offence at the change, and broke out into open rebellion. 
ton ont tse to pork, they assaulted the keeper, threatened the lives of the matrons, 
Severe their ¢ ou ing, disarmed the guard, and set all regulation and order at defiance. 

eeks elapsed before these outbreaks were subdued ; and though none of so  
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general a nature have lately occurred, personal rencontres between themselves and 
violence towards their matrons are yet far too frequent. 

The prison has been so fill that the board have several times been induced to apply 
to the governor for pardons, ia order to prevent, if possible, the necessity of confining 
more than one in a room. 

In some inatances, some of the most disorderly have been worked upon until they 
have formed resolutions of mmendment, aud persevered for some time in their better 
course. But aa there were no meansof preventing a coustent communication between 
them and the others who stil! zloried in their bad behavior, they have soon been tempted 
or compelled to return to their former evil practices, and have behaved worse than 

  

  

   

ever, 

The opinion seems to have beeu entertained. that the female convicts were beyond 
the reach of reformation; aud it seems to have been regarded as a sufficient perform- 
ance of the object of punishment, to turn them loose within the pen of the prison, and 
there leave them to feed upon and destroy each other. The board do not believe is 

this doctrine. : - 
ey are aware that when a female stoops to crime, she sinks in er degradation 

helow the vicious of the other sex, aud more especially when, as is the case with most 
of these convicts, they have been led into crime by a course of prostitution. 

There is, indeed. in this, much to render the task of reformation more difficult than 
with mates, but nothing to render it impracticable. Separated trom all intereourse with 
the world, their attention withdrawn {rou all those objects which oceupy the minds of 
those who mingle with the world, seeing nothing for a long time but the walls around 
them, and the sky over them, ignorant and saperstitious, female convicts become pecu- 
liarly susceptible to all external impressions. They are, above all other creatures, most 
easily excited, and whether for good or ill, depends upon the inflnence exerted. 

Sarround any, even the worst of them, with a sound moral influence, and let them 
hear and see only that which is pure and good, and it is iu the nature of things that 
they must become better. Condemn any of them—the very best—to constant inter- 
course with vice and depravity in their most hideous forms, and it will be a miracle if 
they escape corruption. The latter is most like our prison as it is, and the former as it 
onght to be; and every step that can be taken towards that healthy condition, is clear 
gam. As at present organized, and with our present buildings and accommodations, it 
Is out of the question ever to attain that object, 

In the first place, all ought to be taught to read and write. There is now no pro- 
vision whatever made for teaching them. If the board were authorized to employ a 
competent peron for this purpose, they have no doubt. that the improvement in the 
moral condition of the convicts, and in their conduct generally, would amply compen- 
sate for the additional expense. In the next place, the cells ought to be so constructed 
as to prevent all communication between their occupants. The plan of the Philadel- 
phia penitentiary is altogether the model for this purpose. 

There, there is abundant opportunity for thought and reffection. No scenes of riot 
divert the convicts’ mind from the thought of the crimes they have committed or the 
rain they had brought upon themselves. 

humble and the penitent incur no hazard of being compelled to transgress even 
in the place of their punishment. The last moments of the dying are not disturbed by 
ribald songs or abominable blasphemy. The vicious hold no supremacy there. No 
assaults upon the officers, no battles among the wretched inmates are permitted 
to break the quiet of that prison house, No oppertunities are afforded to the veteran 
eriminal of extending the corruption of vice among the weak and the timid. No in- 
ducementa are held out to the bardened to defy all control, and to an example of disor- 
der and disobedience. Heaven's first law-—that of order—reigns there; and while in 
that solitary system is seen the hazard of stultifying the mind. that evil cau hardly be 
deemed greater than the certainty, in our prison, of corrupting the heart and destroying 
the moral sense. To meet this case, the board respectfully suggest the erection of a 
prison for females upon the plan herewith submitted. The cella to be so constructed 
as to prevent all intercourse among the convicts; to be sufficiently large to enable them 
to work in them, and with a room adjoining for a sleeping apartment. It will be an 
easy matter to obtain employment for them in their cells, by means of which their 
earnings would be more than they are now, and su that they need never to have any 
communication with each other. 

If, however, their laboring in company is desirable, then that several workshops be 
erected, that the convicts may be classified, and the great end attained of protecting 
the well disposed and orderly from the interference aud contamination of the vicious. 
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Should a range of solitary cells be erected in the yard adjoining the prison, a8 con- 

templated by the Board of Inspectors, it would, undoubtedly, be attended with salu 

tary results, as experience has convinced me, that this is the most humane and effi- 

cient means of subduing the turbulent passions of the disobedient and refractory, and 

preventing their annoying those who are better disposed. 

At the time I entered on the duties of this office, in May last, there was a great num- 

ber of men who were earning but very little for the prison; many of them were let to 

cuntractors on extremely low wages, and a great number were not producing any 

income whatever. 
Immerliate measures, however, were taken to invite business and employment for 

the inmates, which resulted successfully. 

Contracts, however, have been taken at low rates; mnch lower than might have 

been made, provided there had been no respect paid ta mechanical branches outside 

the prison. 
During the past fiscal year 

ments at the prison, for which we derive no income. 

mated to have cost as follows, namely :— 
Rebuilding shops destroyed by fire, $1,000 00: new workshop for file-cntters’ use, 

400 00; house for steam-engine, 50 00; work on walled read, 500 007 at female 

prison, the walls at matron’s house were re-plastered, 100 00; finishing and painting 

female prison, 100 00; the silk shop extended, and finished at an expense of 450 005 

kitchen fiuished, and furnished with boilers, etc., 600 00; store and coal houses, ete., 

150 00; 9,400 feet of solid masonry on parapet and prison yard walls, 2.350 00; large 

cut stone cistern, 400 00; 1,200 feet wall coping and flagging, 40 cts., 480 00: to- 

tal, $6,580 00. WM. H. PECK, Agent. 

there have been buildings erected, and other iImprove- 
These improvements are eatl- 

1843.—Prysician’s Report. 

Since the charge of the medical department of the institution came under my care 

ia May, 1843, I have observed that the prisoners were afflicted with the same class of 

diseases which have been prevalent in the surrounding country. From the 20th of 

June to some time in July, they were general ly afflicted with the epidemic influenza. 

This was followed in July and August by many severe cases of cholera morbus, diar- 

rheea, and dysentery; aud in August and September, a number of cases of fever oc- 

curred, of a typhoid character, which proved fatal in two cases. 

The daily average number of cases in each month, for which prescriptions were ad- 

ministered, is 9}. 
Deaths during the year.—Consumption, 13; atrophy, 1; dyspepsia, 2: typhus, 3; 

dropsy, 2; hemoptisis, 3+ scrofula, |; diseased heart and lungs, 2; epilepsy, 1; hy- 

drothorax, 1; dysentery, 1; chronic diarrhea, 1; injury, 1: total, 32. 

The intaates of the female prison have been generally healthy. Only one death has 

occurred during the year, namely, Ann Parker died June 4th—disease, palsy. 

The following convicts have been sent to the Lunatic Asylum :—John Tillotson, sent 

October 15th, 1842; Thomas M. Brown, sent November 5th; Warren Scott, sent July 

25th, 1843; Rachael Stewart, sent July 23rd, 1843. 
A. K. HOFFMAN, Physician. 

1848.—CuarLain’s REPORT. 

My Sabbath labors consist, briefly, of a sermon in each prison. services in the hospi- 

tal, and private interviews at the cells of those convicts who send for me. These gen- 

erally occupy 6 hours successively, and are therefure exceedingly exhausting. 

The labors of the week arc made up of visits to the aick, both in the hospitals and 

without; attending funerals, aud inquiring of the keepers concerning the character 

and conduct of those convicts with whom I had conversed on the Sabbath. 

Iam convinced that the following will be found to be the controlling traits of char- 

acter exhibited in the lives and conduct of the majority of our prisoners :— 

1. An unusual degree of self-conceit, without an appropriate share of self-respect. 

2. A strong but sordid affection for the opposite sex. This is equally applicable to 

the inmates of both prisons. 
8. Sociability without friendship. 
4. Love of ease, both of body and mind; and hence 
5. Inveterate ignorance and indolence. 
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6. A strong inelination to selfi i . g a self-indulgence, wit! a i 

even of benefactors and friends; and hence hout regard to the accommodation 
7. Cherished ingratitnde, 
& Distatisinetion and restlessness. 
Now let these propensities be restrai y 

that the legitimate rosnlts would To eesklesany ete aeons ae eereeive hreame, prodigality venge laree . e. f SS7E SS or pr SUINDLUGHS, daring, rape or po- 

qn, prodigality ney areeny barglary, retaliation and deception? 
© I a discipline, therefore, which aims the most si s! 

these controlling propensities, to be regarded as the most perfect ? hecessful blow at 
Through the aid of iny 7 heen able et lent. hrongh 6 aid o| oy note, books Ihave been able, at least partially, to test the 

silen i system,” in this respec vk i vi an i dee S : is respect, by keeping an eye upon, and searching 

But the utility of the sy: i i i . t ystem in preventing crime by the reformation of imi __ Be | H n iting e by > Iu ti 
is ret it w old seem, problematical ; a fearful problem indeed. > off the criminal 
the Trorectt oe the pa apse dis tof # superficial observer wonld fail to satisfy either 

s ublic on this subject, I have, during the lz V3 ihe Tispectors or ject, I have, g the last three years, as 
already been intimated, made “ ery law!nl effint to collect and concentrate all the ms 

istics ad a bearing on this qnestion. tor the expres nti a whic t r is : 2 x 88 purpose of pres 
» fhe bourd a a suitable time. The sta ‘ . the Slave! wil alfed ore 

via from whieh unequivecal decisions m: i t 6 va ay @ Ni reieren e ive culty of the Aubnrutaretean s may be had in reference to the comparative 

penne pores include the names, addresses and references of 100 convicts who have 
© char; since the spring of hk 3 7 jas ore doing reed spring of 1840; und who, when last seen or heard from, 

A respectable number of i spect e these 100 men are feHowship wi i 
cenominations of Christians. @ io chureh fellowship with the diferent 

It has been stated that 85 imi i t has. 54 criminals, after having tested the “ Auburn” . een, state S$ ra” system 

Penitentiary discipline for some three years, have been discharged. ” 
re Now it ts a question, where are these men? The statisties which accompany this 
pbort anst ore this question only in part. They state that 74 of the 854 died in prison 
va ing 78 A educt from this number the 43 who have returned to prison, and the 
ee m he statistics represent as doing well, still 637 remain unaccounted for, 

ac Ly nn opinion is, gentlemen, that at least one-half of them ought to be added to 
the list of those 106 who are represented as *‘ doing well.” 

JOHN LUCKEY, Chaplain. 

1846.—Inspectors’ Report. 

cone! be perceived, that the expenses of the prisou, for ordinary support, have ex- 
gee e jis earnings only $854 19. This ts the first time within a period of several 
y care, t hat the annual earnings of this prison have approached its ordinary annual ex- 
nenses wit tin $18,000. This gratifying change has been effected chiefly by the exer- 
« 5e a rigid and stringent economy: the actual earnings of the prison for the last year 
wot owing very materially varied from those of the year preceding. y 

will be impossible to advance the earnings of the prison yer: i i Tt wi Z y materially, un 
expiration of several heavy contracts. No contract has been made by the prevent hoeed 

; ess than 38 cents per day for each man; and it is confidently believed, that for the 
tuntre we shall find full employ for all our sound men, at an average of 40 cents. Con- 
qracts were entered into in the year 1843, having five years to run, which control the 
2 or of about 275 of our most valuable mechanics, at only 32 cents per day for each 
fran. phere contracts yield on an average, seven cents a day less for the labor of each 

an tha aici 1 i man, ar oe labor would now command, making an annual loss to the prison of more 

h Two coutracts have been entered into recently, which must increase our revenue for 
The amin year, and yield us something beyond the expenses for ordinary support. 

e first was for the employment of 20 to 30 of our female convicts in the mai 3 
of Dattons, at 20 cents each per day. @ menufactare 

he other for the employment of from 30 to 150 i t t! men, for five years, in the manufac- 
gua of Hime, at 40 cents a day for each man, and five cents per ton for the stone in the 
4 narry. i 8 this contract will enrol a class of men who have been earning but 35 cents 
say oe ess, the difference in favor of the prison for the coming year, should not be 
ot “ons ra le, while the profits upon each man’s labor will increase with the number 

n that may be employed on it, by increasing the salo of the stone to be consumed.  
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by their labor. The terms for tite females are as reasonable as we coui t expect, ang 

fav i iscipline of that part of the establishment. , ; 

an Fa esol the tae et ed in Muy last, by which $10.000 were appropriated te 

the t ie ose of introducing the Craton water into Unis prison, all our avai able lorces 

P y i" ared from the existing ecitracts, were devoted te that importan : wo 

ot ces rot teen to have been considered, that the law ef 1842 not only depress ‘ 
t does not & . ~ , pos _ a . arttts to the 

arket val : own prison labor, but furnishes a positive protection 

2 aoe wpe ee States, aod invites all the penitent ries “ jet now into compe. 

tition with the free labor of New York, tt is well Know per ey York city iar. 

i ari or sc S fo aout EVE ) a t a 

ote ine largest mae eat eon het this js the only State that Protec s its froe 

labor from competition with ite couviet labor to any considerabl extent. ctision with 

Our legislation in attempting lo protect oar own free labor ; mp ition with 

ie] ring Stat tthe expense of the tree lubor of s State, anc rain cases 

ae aaa upon foreign prison labor, for several branches of indostry which would 

come within the operation of the restricting law of 142. Wa wi engine ame are 

ticle of chip hats as an instance. These are not manuiactured in ths Sive to any 

tent, if at all, but are mostiy wrought in the eastern States, by prs n Tabor § Sobaly 

wise, and yet the State of New York finishes a larger mar Ket ir tis ne one I permit 

than an cual Fea GPO Ay Pere face they would compete with une of oar d- aw to engage in this manufacture, they wou com! _ Hone ¢ i - 

wed OY ae aber aad might be euabled to farnish an article of almest infinite cops 

tion in this State, without tonching the interests of her citizens except to advance the mn. 
The protection farnished by this law to neighboring States in i te manutact eof 

shoes and cabinet-ware, seems to be equally unfavorable to the interests an ee 

citizens. This law should be so modified as to limit its restriction npon conv oy eas 

to those branches of industry, the ohiel pny af sehich, for the consumption his 

State, is imported from without the State of New York. . a 
athe discipline ofthe prison during the past year has been fall of enconragement and 

promise; owing, perhaps, in a meastire, to the changes we have made in g 1 

ment of the prison, by the adoption of new rules, from which we make the follewing 
extracts t= a co <s in the 

«To remedy abuses, if possible, and to secure entire impartiality and coolnes in the 
Yo = administration of the prison penalties, the duty of determining the a) Neen . 

fence and its appropriate punishment, is devolved upon the principal Keeper xe . 
sively. By the operation of these rules, the officer who is witness to any otfen ee 
required to certify the facts, in his own handwriting, to the keeper, and the eae ee 
of sending in his report. The punishment, together with the exact time of its nt cS 
tion, is to be registered immediately thereafter. The records of these fac 3 are ta he 
reviewed monthly by the Board of Inspecters, who will judge from. pee * rete 
there be any disproportion between the offence reported and its punishment. 3 

ew at 

far, has proved emivently successful . . vw 
ene ie and Sth urticle provides that each convict sentenced to this prison shati 
he kept in solitary confinement 48 hours after bis arrival, interrupted only by the pe 
cessary attendance of his keeper, during which peried, designed for reflect: pened er 
books nor employment of any kind shail be allowed him, aud that on the third ony ic 
shall be visited by the chaplain, whose duty it shall be to convey to his mind such 
valuable impressions as he shail seem best prepared to receive. sans ad- 

« A tax of 25 cents per head is imposed by section IL, title XI., upon persons ac 
i visit the prison. . . 

mie ae advised that multitudes of idle visitors throng the prison daily. having uo 
interest, either in the purposes of the institution, or tne fate of its inmates; who re 
quire the almost constant attendance during the day, of from one to three of the gnard. 
“We would respectfully invite your honorable body to consider the propriety of 

directing the testimony taken in the criminal courts upoa the trial of convictec fe on e 

to be transcribed, and a copy thereof to be transmitted to the State prisons of ae 
spective criminal districts, as soon as practicable after the sentence of the effeuder har 

” 

‘een pronounced. JAMES POWERS.) 
JOHN BIGELOW, 
B. H. MACE, } Inspectors. 

JOHN FISHER, 
AMZI L. DEAN, 

#6, phd y Ph « 
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1846.—ReEporT oF tHE ComuiTTEE ON THE Use or Tosacco. 
It is impracticable to exclude tohaeco whoily from the prison. By the report of the principal keeper, it appears that of the 794 male convicis in the prison on the 7th of December lust, 574 were addicted to the use of tobacco previons to their conviction, 

and of these 873 had used it over LO years. Of those addicted to its us 
they would draw tobacco if they were permitted to. ficiently indicate the streugth and permnnence af this propensity. The conseqnence is, that every form of deceit is resorted to by the convicts to gratify it. We are essured from many relia- ule quaricrs that it ible entively to exclude tobacco from those of the 
couvicts who lave a strong desire i . 

It is impossible to make the mass of our convicts feel it to be their duty to comply with the rules of the prison in th rect. They do not see any controlling objection to the indulgence, and finally come to consider ‘the privation as answering no other end—whatever its purpose may lave been, than to aggravate their punishment. The consequence is, that they are Minder a coutinnal temptation to deceive their keepers; and what is worse, they are in the constant habit ef it E temptation resisted 
strengthens the character, but every temptation yielded to, weakens it 

Force alone never eradicated a vice, nor has your committee discovered the slightest evidence to sustain the opiuion that any tubacco-nser has been reclaimed from the habit hy its forcible inhibition. The indulgence of these appetites calls for stimulants 
them. 
ou 1s imposed, it is a continual torture to the convict, and 

a constant state of irritation. Tobacco operates as a slight stimulant 
stores the minds of its votaries to that calm and cheerful quietude in 

1 they ure so susceptible of favorable impressions. Cutil we can in some way 
he convict’s wind to that state we can have little or no moral inflnence over 

} He looks upon the indnigence you graut him as a kindness, for which he is over- 
flowing with gratitude. ‘Theu if we wish to cure him of at least a filthy habit, he will 
listen to our arguments and yield to the iufaeuce of moral suasion. I would rather 
undertake to break teu of the hubit in tis way than one hy compnlsion. I have dis- 
covered no instances where those not habitnated to its nse have adopted it here; we 
endeavor to guard against sueh a result, aud are assisted ju our efforts by the inconve- 
nience to which its use subjects those who practice it, in ahstainiug from spitting upon 
the floor or walls, and in emptying and keeping their spit-boxes clean. 

There is an advantage to bé derived from the jutroduction of tobacco among the 
convicts, which ought not to be overleoked. It enlarges the range of those punish- 
ments which du not tend to degrade offenders. The efficacy of panishment depends 

ety upon its tendency to increase or to diminish the sel{respect of its victim. If 
pases his self-respect, buth the severity and the efficacy of the punishment are 

increased; if it diminishes his sel& pect, its efficacy diminishes in a corresponding 
ratlo, Hence the growing abhorrence among intelligent philanthropists for the use of 
the cat, the shower bath, the ball and chain, and for the cropping of hair, the branding 
of features, ete. etc. 

In view of all these considerations, your committee are led to the conclusion, that 
the rule against the use of tobucco in the prison entirely fails of the purpose for which 
it was prescribed, and that no advantages are derived from its exclusion, which at all 
conipensate for the hardship to which such exclusion subjects the victims of this per- 
verse and exacting appetite. 

Resolved, That the principal keeper and principal matron be directed to make out 
a correct Hist of the names of all the convicts, within their respective departments, 
in this prison, who were in the habit of using tobacco or snuff previous to their sen- 
tence, and to each of those who desire it, they be authorized to furnish weekly a ration 
of tobacco or snuff not to exceed one-sixteenth of a pound. 

1846.—AGenT’s Report. 
The aggregate amount reccived during the year, exclusive of the sum of $1,577 73, 

balance th the Agent’s hands October 1, 1845, is $76,965 19, from the tollowing 
sources, viz. :— 

rom comptroller, on account of special appropriation for relief, $18,000; stone shop 
and quarries, 8,855 98; coopers shop, 5,099 16; bout and shoe shop, 5,685 64; fur 
shop, 4,302 53; hat shop, 3,156 23; brass shup, 6,194 86; file shop, 13.813 19; weave 
shops, 8,799 18; toy shop, 343 93; smith shop, 95 97; paint shop, 226 17; convicts,  
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deposit account, 196 98; clothing account, 734 50; Provision account, 945 90; button 
shop, 90 81; house and farm, 424 16: total, $76,965 

The expenditures foe alt Purposes, for the yet commencing October 1, 1845, and 
g September 30, both inclusive, are as follows, vi . ending ns eres officers, $18,095 71; for y ot gaurds, 10. 101: i, for ree ary 22,047 47; 

mn uarries, 1,224 11 Dp 3 59; clothing. 3 urniture, 

mone ae eanale and repairs, nie Ios ol und fuel, 7.189 703 dischar: ged convicts, 
569 39; incidental expens 1.689 573 suith shop, 60 00; tobacco, 
and stationery, 351 78; couviets’ de posit account, 60733 lan: utic convicts, 714 80; 
account of Croton water appropriation, 2,026 67; on account of appropriation for 
repairs, 1,895 24: total, 877.167 

t will be reculiected urs at at the date of the last repert, there were debts against the 
prison, amounting, as far as they could be ascertained at that time, to $10,190 17, and 

it was apon the suppos: ion that that was the whelo amount of indebtedness, thai the 
calculation was made, that the cost of supporting the prison had been $77,476 50, for 
the year then just closed. Subsequently, however, other bills were presented, aud 
which had not beer. reported by the former Agent to the Board of Inspectors, making 
altogether an additional indebtedness of $2,764 87, which being adden | to the $10,190 17 

previously stated, and jt gives $12,955 04 as the total amount of debts agalast the 
prison. September 30,1845. OF those debts, $574 41 were contracted in 1843; $994 47 
in 1844; and $11, 38 G 16 jn 1945; of which last-meutivued sum, $4,122 8 
curred | ia that year, before the 21st of May. ihe time when the present Board of 
Inspectors came into office. 

If those amounts of iudebteduess be added to the years to which they respectiv ely be- 
long, the deficiency of the earnings for purposes of support, is, for 1844 

for 1845, $19,013 76, and far 1846, 854 19, e deficiency for this last year may be 
accounted for by the fact, that 25 men, on an mreruse, were engaged in opening a new 
avenue to one of our quar rom which, after work ng Bix months, they were drawn 
off, before rendering their bor productive, to work on the reservoir for the Croton 
water. . 

The daily cost for each of the convicts during the year, has been 19 cents and 7 mills. 

The productive male convicts ave employ! ed as follow 
On file contract, fur James Horner, 148; at carpet weaving, for John Tlumphries, 60: 

at carpet weaving for Hotchkiss & Smith, 46; at boots and shoes, for Robert Wiltse, 
40; on saddler ~hardwar wre contract, far Wim. J. Back, 48; hat contract, for Wm. H. 
White. 253 tne ontract, for Wan. A. White, 49; cooper contract, for Henry 
R. Hobbell, 44; toy conny wet, tor James Spencer, 23 at shade painting, | for John W. 
Redfield, a in vitae shop, stone cutters, barruw-men, aud waiters, 30; in State shop. 
carpenters, 8; smith shop, ths and helpers, 6; quarry, 25; on the excavation for 
the water works, 40; at work on the reservoir, 24: cutting stone for reservoir; 12: 
total, 600. . . , 

Mostly unproductic Sick in hospital, £1; waiters and murses in hospital, 4; kitchen 
and store-house, cooks, bakers, and waiters, 17; ball, laborers, whitewashers, waiters. 
ete., 16: State shop, makiug and mending clothing. imostly invalids, 54; waiters at 

fernale prison, 3; dye house. and t var ‘dand barn, 8; dock, 5; teamsters, 4; wait- 
ers in the several shops, quarry, and water-works, 18; coopers at work for State, 2; 
waiters at the guard- house and in the keepers hall, 2; stone saw-mill, engine-room, and 
tinsmiths, By sartially + not in hospital, 9: total 158. 

Making i in all, prodietiv eand unproductive, 75 
We are yet, [ am sorry to say, without that necessary concomitant of health and 

comfort, a full snpply of pare aud wholesome wate 
The introduction of the Croton water has been retarded by many and various diffi- 

culties encountered in the progress of the excavations. The average depth of the cut 
is 234 feet, and in getting down that distance, innumerable small streams of water have 
been encountered, also beds of quicksand; add to this tha: the rocks through which 
we have lad in great part to make our way, have had almost every variety of dip, ant 
it will be at once perceived, that our difficnities have neither been few nor small. But. 
notwithstanding all our embarrassments, 620 feet of the tunnel is already completed. 
200 feet nearly low enongh, aud 110 feet about ouc-half excavated, leaving but 320 
feet more to reach the main aqueduct. In the construction of the tunnel, regard has 
only been had to its utility and durability. 

At the end of our aqueduct next to the prison, it was deemed advisable to have a 
reservoir capable of containing about 400,000 gallons, a quantity deemed amply sufli- 
cient for any ordinary difficulty likely to occur to the maiu line of the aqueduct.   
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Building and Repairs.—A new floor in the fur shop, 36 by 52 feet; a new roof and 
one new floor, and part of auother, say 36 by 50 feet, to the west weave shop, a build- 
ing, 152 feet long, by 36 feet w ide. Also a new roof, and two entirely new floors, to 
the stone shop, for the purpose of adapting it to the business of carpet weaving: thir 
building is 90 feet long hy 36 feet wide. Likewise, the back file shop, a building 106 
feet ton; g by 23 feet wide. las been roofed with tin. In addition to the above, the 
wor kshop at the fer prison has had an entire new roof pat apon it: this building ia 
105 feet long, and 23 feet wide. Also an additional rooms has been partitioned off in ‘the 
female prison, for a clotles-reom and nursery. To the above may be added the erec- 
tion of a gallery in the west weave shop, for the accommudation of the “ sprollers,” etc. 
running across oue end, and nearly the whole length of one side of the shop, whereb: 
some 8 or 10 couvicts more can be employed in the same roum, without any additional 
expense for their supervision. 

Phe whole expense for the above improvements in labor and materials, js $2,428 34, 
There has been an addition to the west weave shop aud stoue shop, of 6 feet in 

height, of the whole length of the former, and 4 feet in height of the whole length of 
the | jatter, making 200 cubic yards of ent stone wall, at an expense of $600; also a anew 
shop, 135 feet long by 36 feet wide, has been commenced. 

HIRAM P. ROWEL, Agent. 

1846.—Keeper’s Report. 

Thave always endeavored, with as little delay as possible, 10 meet very infraction 
of our discipline, with the kind of punishment the nature of the ease and the character 
of the convict seemed to require; and with a view to improve and elevate his condi- 
tion, and promote the best interests of the institution. 

Experience has strengthened me in my convictions, that a mild, though firm and de- 
cided mode of government, is fav more effectual, on three-quarters or perbaps seven- 
eights of our convicts, both in refurming and enforcing obedience, than any system of 

severity that has hitherto been practiced in prison 
The library of bouks belonging to the male prison ummbers about 800 volumes, of 

which about 195 are in good order, ped well adapted to the tastes and cay racities of the 
most cultiv tal of onr inmates. + coe 
much defaced by constant we The remainder are near ly worn out and unfit for 
use, and besides, are for the inmost part devoid of interest, and comparatively unprofita- 
ble to the class of readers for whom they are designed. 

The effect of the introduction a? the use of tobacco upon the discipline was almost 
iately manifest. It bas ditfused a measure of contentment over a large class of 

our jumates, who had previously been a source of constant uneasiness aud anxiety to 
the prison authorities, and has, I im satisfied, contributed largely to the umsual respect 
given Ly the convicts to the regulations and government of the prison daring a portion 
of the past year. 

We have 6 male convicts in the Lunatic Asylum at Utica, 5 of whom were sent from 
prison this last year. Two were insane when they were bronght to pr 
other 3 have shown aberrations of mind for s several years. The physician reports 2 
more as confirmed cases of lunacy, and who are, in his opinion, proper ubjects for the 
iunatic asylum. He also reports 8 others as having “ occasional paroxysms of insanity,” 
but most of the time they are obedient and work, very well. They sometimes, how-~ 
ever, violate the prison regulations, aud it becomes necessary to coufine them to their 
cells during their excitement. 

HARMON ELDRIDGE, Keeper. 

1846.—Cnapiain’s Report. 

Thave spent a considerable portion of time in personal conversation with the prison- 
ers in their cells, ascertaining their particular states of mind, and adapting instructions 
to them individually. 

Thave also visited and conversed with the sick, and with those in solitary confine- 
ment, under punishment, and. with all newly arrived convicts, in conformity with the 

e requiring these duties. 
ie superintendence of the reading and of the elementary instruction of the illiterate 

form a very important branch of my 
The library, as you are doubtless aware, is wholly inadequate to the wants of the  
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i - have to spend their soli 
E ied, and many have tos r soli 

. d for books cannot be supphec, anc ave pend tne ee 

oy he she teaching to oceupy their attention better than the renmnis 
eS 

3 helt 

iv shich rarely can be profitable. . oo. tc abst, have the Bible 

at a Oe hose who can ead snl priut with importers Mea have the Bit le, 

“whiet . ir attention, @ very many make 4 

i i o u oy their attention, and 2 a LOK of at 

wei a ey re thst neve to other suitable books would not diminish, but rath 

Sut it is no tes: mat i : 

: ir interest in the Bible. . se provision is made 

Tee ae auinber of the convicts cannot read a ally and 2 A Po tee ns made 

% ir instruction i ments of learning. Ignora sa i pf erime ¢ 

or their eats aoe eroviles for the instruction of the y oun Would it no" 

peraly wise, wh ffects are disclosed in our prisms to remove the caus “2 anlatn 

squally wise, when olives MATTHEW D. GORDON, Chaplain. 

   

  

   

  
1846.—Puysician’s Report. 

: ste f health has prevailed at 
ici y ist—That a better state of hea a 

Physician respecttally reports > h r state of he has Prova 

aris a ne thelpast than the preceding year. The av eee le preseri ptions, 59. 
Me Phepital durin the roar, is 14, and the average number of daily Pe s i us, 59. 

the bospieat ons vee 19 was ihe daily averaye in the hospital, and 80 ihe ny inber 

viption the mortality bas likewise been much less than “pee the m8. ality bas rch than dum 
ae deaths which lave occurred, have, for the mst part, been We 

: nich were contracted previons to adnAssiOn | 
xes, many of which oe ee seriptions, Cxce pili those coufined 

fo merit the name of disease. 
se} 2 froin suicide, and 
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ital, have been of so tr are 

There have been, dain the past year, 26 dex 

1 cea a aviets i Ou § he Tamatic Asylam, uamely —Simeon 

Five insane convient ee ay Willan IL. Moore, David H. Wheeler, 
Mev toe s ~ August 29th. Cue female, Jane Bacon, February 17 th. vt Witliame 

san Ohare been 3 births. One death has o curred, namely :—Harriet 7 

: ¢ -v! i lungs. a 

September 12th} disease, rapture of a blood-vessel it HENNE para, Physician. 
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1846.—Ixsrectors’ Rerort. 

Since our last annual report, nothing has occurred within the walls of the prison fo 

interrupt the general quiet aud prosperity of the ctipruary, March tn April el 

rit r ic, i ¢ trouths of Jannar ary, 3 > 

Sie staring eee pout ‘tent y of whom fell vi time to is ravages. he Ps ie here 

S ox A os f v1 v , who, as sicie 

non mention swe exception, the case te iotima of t Nee idemnic above mentioned, 

Pores death being charged, by individuals disconnected with he Prison ae is. 

norant of its cause, fo an alleged unreasonable chastisement received hi ny great 

excitement was thereby produced in the public mind. b 6 inci eit Stes tigation 

nal prosecution were hastily taken aginst the late keeper ‘ th ea iy available 

of facta, the keeper wus honorably acyuitted. The death o Ply Ab ras mae ao pore 

by individuals unfriendly to the officers of the prison, to impress) oe eects: 

tion of the public with the belief that great cruelty was exercised to i 3 convicts 
vod the Legislature was accordingly appealed to, to shield these cunfartanate cole, 

against the allesed tyvanny of their wasters, by the passage of a lew @ obit iting o8 rede 

corporal Do the sin fe hnotence. or na wuraber of instances of the supposed 

failed to discover in the single instance, or Wee ctishing the "stem edhe an 

abuse of a system of discipline, a sufficient reason, or abe rsh ing the sy" te i ors 

the proposed law did not pass. We feel safe in a op ing the comelsion Ot tial to 80C- 

that in maintaining that orderly conduct among the convi y essential 10 Od 

3 aily transactions of the prison, corporal ponishment as now i » Feg 

Ce nn ee best interests of all concerned, cannot he dispensed x it ederly cone 

That there may have been oceasions when pos aathority 1 Pon fr eae Tt 

duct bas been indiscreetly exercised in this | , t to deny oo 

ge if i not so. But if instances of excessive correcty 

wes be ae Spe prison, since jt: affairs have come under our supervision, they have 
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been rare exceptions to a general rule, and are to be ascribed to an error of judgment, 
rather than to a vindictive spirit, or a disposition to inflict unnecessary pain. Nor can 
we dismiss this subject without stating that the present keeper's praiseworthy endeay- 
ors to govern the convicts, by appeals to their moral sense, have been so far successful 
as to enable him and his assistants to maintain wholesome discipline, with less corporal 
punishment than was formerly found necessary. 

Lest it should be supposed that the cash balance on hand is more than may be wanted 
fur the exigencies of this prison, we beg leave to state that the main prison requires 
some repairs; that one of the brick workshops, erected afew years since, is already in 
auch a state of dilapidation, that the entire wall of one side must be taken down and 
rebuilt upon a firmer foundation, or the whole building must fall into ruins; that the 
old shops are in such a state of decay, that they should at once be supplied by new 
and more suitable ones; that in addition to this, the prison yard needs extensive im- 
provements, These repairs, new erections, and improvements, which are certainly 
inuch needed, and which it is designed to accomplish in the course of the ensuing sea- 
son, Will exhaust most, if vot all, the surplus in the treasury. 

Under the humane provisions of the law authorizing the removal of insane convicts 
to the Liuatic Asylum at Utica, three snch convicts have been sent from this prison to 
that institution within the last four months. 

lu comparing the proportion of the sick to the healthy, both in and out of prison, we 
believe that the proportion is less in prison than out. In making this comparison, al- 
though favorable, we ought not to forget that licentiousness and dissipation make seri- 
eus nreads on the health of many convicts. It is not pretended that sound health and 
a vigorous constitution will be improved by the labor and privations to which the cou- 
vict Is necessarily subjected; but it is nevertheless worthy of remark, that not a few 
of the inmates of State prisons are indebted for a greatly improved health, and some 
moral elevation, ta the dreaded sentence of the law, which at the same time arrests a 
career of crime, and that ruinous dissipation which is its usual attendant. 

The number of convicts in this prison is gradually decreasing from year to year, 
The average number for the past calendar year is less, considerably, than it was for 
either of the preceding ten years. This decrease cannot be accounted for in the re- 
moval of 44 convicts from this to the Clinton prison, which took place in June, 1845, 
and the detaching of a smell portion of this prison district. 

‘Ve renew our application made in our last report for authority to inclose the ground, 
about nine acres, belonging to the prison, but not included within ita walls, in such a 
inanner that it may be salely cultivated as a garden by such convicts as caunot be 
atherwise so well employed. By this means the prisoners could be properly indulged 
in a more liberal use of a needed variety of vegetable food than they now enjoy, which 
would not only gratify them, but serve as a preventive, more or less, of the diseases to 
which their mode of living exposes them. 

We are prompted again to urge upon the Legislature the expediency of authorizing 
by law the annual appropriation from the funds of the prison of a sum not exceeding 
$400, to be expended in employing a suitable person or persons to aid the chaplain in 
teaching the convicts :he rudiments of learning. 

ELEAZER R. FALMER, + 
SAMUEL GILMORE, 
CHARLES D. FITCH, > 2=spectors. 
JARED WILSON, J 

    

1846.— Keerer’s Report. 

Tn the government of the prison, I have endeavored to establish a uniform system, 
based upon the principles of justice and mercy. I am sure I need not tell you how 
necessary it is to the right government of an institution like this, where so much power 
as to the infliction of punishment is placed in the hands of one individual, that justice 
and mercy should go hand in hand. In administering the discipline of prisons, some 
kind of punishment has been fot.ad necessary to coerce the inmates to the observance 
of healthful and necessary rules, and much solicitude has been felt to discover the best 
mode. Among ail the modes as yet devised, I am decidedly of the opinion that flagella 
tion with the cat is the most effectual, and at the same time least productive of perma- 
nent injury to either body or mind. This is the mode chiefly relied upon at this prison. 
ujections have been urged against this mode, but I believe that the only true ground 

of objection lies in its abuse, and applies with equal force to all other medes. At all 

46 
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d under which abuse 

yy the force of moral suasion, and that kind 

iti ad 
pe necessary 5 but among 

monitions and €X! 
Y 

: 

aay as are here collected together, there must ic er be sow p 

who can be subdued and controlled only by corporal pe i nent go conducted as 

insti ishment, @ 8 ce ted a 
- ere instituted as places of puniss , and y shor : rd os 

Prisons ie distinct objects: first, to punish the offenders second, to reform ny if 
to cb ; and third, to terrify the eriminally-inclined. If this is a correct jew, then 

sible; 2 . en by those having prisons in charge, aud by those. hav ‘ 

oeever and influence to direct in their affairs, neither to detract Feo the Oey te 

Re just merit, nor to debase the convict by adding cruelty or uu S8Ary 

the discipline and especially not to strip the prison of its terror, aud thereby reuder it 

NVITING AND DESIRABLE DAVID FOOT, Keeper. 

1846.—-CuapLain’s Report. 

Of the 606 convicts now ia prison, all of them, with the exception of a few aged mep 

ith defective eyesight, and a small number who have been here bat a ‘ vor tim em 

ete oe eolling- book and Bible One prisoner, 58 years oll, whe has been here 

thr years and who, when he came, was ignorant of the alphabet, cau how r ud a 

‘Another equally illiterate when he came, not only reads well, but has commits it 

: ft i s at them readily. - 
red verses of the Bible, so as to repeal y., The oc 

memory foarte ot only willing to be taught, but manifest a commendable dosive te 

vii useful knowledge A few of them have learned to write, and have made sor 

a o *Jast st - 

¢ i sthmetic Iu the course of last summer. . . « 

ear ‘Sabbath school is well sustained. Woe have about 150 scholars nod teaches s 

‘ 
5, 5 et are . e i . consisting of about 412 volumes, should be er arged Vo have not 

ah to supply, ¢ ame time, all the men who can reat + and s ch as we 

have. some of the convicts have perused more than once. $12 only pave poetics 

pended for additions to our library during the past year. A donatio
n of 100 Bibles 

| ri rice je Society, 2g ‘ 
Je to the prison by the American Bible Society, © ‘ con 

oe pect hey are discharged. This supply, so kindly prov ided, mist soon be ex 

tices ery keep | 1d alle x he propriety of appropriating enlii- 

bane oe rhe what oerrpose r i ime, from the ample funds of the institu- 

fon the earnings of convict labor. No prisoner who can read, and who wants or 

Would take a Bible, should be sent from his confinement into the world again wi pout 

puch a companion and guide. Tle may make it the man of his counsel, and thus 

it f eri z re on, 
‘epetition of crime, and a retam to the prison. _ ; ae 

saved Fee ntber have been instructed here in sacred music to form 2 choir ee 

aid in the religions services of the Sz pbath adds much to the interest wins Ne : or 

i w i feel warranted in saying, that about + 
g worship are attended. JI feel y i a that abo { ; 

eee within the last 2 years, exhibited by their conduct, satisfactory proof 
, 

sincere repentance’: ALONZO WOOD, Chaplain. 

i 23 5 18 108; colored natives, 7 
Je number of convicts, 696 5 natives, 423 + foreigners, 8 5 d natives, 

colonel foreigners, 3; could not read when committed, 119; lear ned to read in pr 

100; common school education, 482: academical, 93 collegiate, se wooda by false 

Cc imes.—Perjury, 6; counterfeiting, 47 ; preaking jail, 1; obtaining goor 8 y ie 
rémes. 8; assault and battery and attempt to rape, 11; assault and battery on ae 

temp to kill, 99; aiding and abetting a rape, 23 robbery and attempt 19 i LAs se 

creting stolen property, 11; grand larceny, 181; petit larceny, 65 5 vargte 20; 

200 183 highway robbery, 3; mail robbery, a embezzlement, 2s fore ¥ 

; 3 41; manslaughter, 5; incest, 3; murder, 93 2 : idvap- 

ping, ui preach of trust, 33 subornation of perjury, 1; receiving stolen property: i 
oh 

robbery, 10: total, 606. _ ored iets, 75 

Number of white convicts, 531; number of colored convicts, 7. 934 «m 4th, 41 

json on Ist sentence, 519; on 2nd, 59; on 3rd, 225 4" a 

orn slaves, $; committed for life, 95 formerly 
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1846.—Puysictan’s Report. 

Notwithstanding the present favorable condition of health, you will perceive that the 
bill of mortality for the year is fearfully and, for this prison, unprecedentedly length- 
ened. Ou examination, however, it will show the usual per centage unly of deaths 
from hitherto prevailing causes. The additional number is attributed ou the obituary 

er to “febris remittens,” (congestive maligna.) a disease appearing to have occur- 
equently at the commencement of the current year. 

Greatest monthly average of patients in hospital, March, 23 §-31; least, July, 24-31; 
average per month for the year 9 nearly; greatest monthly average of prescriptions to 

221-28; least in May, 15 22-31; average per out-hospital patients was, in February, 3: 
month for the year about 21 

Or the foregving deaths, 30 occurred previously to my connection with this depart- 
ment. 

LANSINGH BRIGGS, Physician. 

Synopsis of the Reporis of the New_Jersey State Prison. 

1846.—Inspectors’ Report. : 
‘There have been discharged during the year, 61 convicts upon the expiration of their 

sentence; 14 by pardon granted by the pardoning power, (three of whom were par- 
doned one day betore the expiration of their time,) and 1 died ; making altogether 76 ; 
thereby leaving in confinement on the 31st December, 1846, 167 prisoners. 

Term of Sentences.—For 20 years, 1; 18 years, 1; 15 years,2; 14 years, 1; 10 
years, 9; 8 years, 3; 7 years, 3; 6 years, 4; 5 years, 21; 4 years, 18; 3 years and 6 
months, 1; 3 years, 25; 9 years and 9 months, 1; 2 years and 6 months, 3; 2 years, 
27. 1 year and 6 months, 10; 1 year, 29; 9 months, 3; 6 months, 4; during the term 
of his uataral life, 1. 

Vear in which receired,—In 1838, 1; 1839,23 1846, 3; 1841, 4; 1842, 6; 1843, 21; 
; 1845, 37; 1846, 72. 

mes.—Burglary, 16; burglary and larceny, 11; grand larceny, 5; grand larceny 
and burglary, 3; larceny, 32; misdemeanor and larceny, 15; misdemeanor, 15; burn- 
ing, 6; murder in second degree, 4; manslaughter, 6; robbery, 4; rape, 3; polygamy, 
1; bigamy, 3; misdemeanor, with intent to commit a rape, 2; assault and battery, with 
intent to cominit a rape, 5; forgery, 1; robbery, and assanlt and battery with intent to 
kill, 2; assault and battery with intent to kill, 3; atrocious assault and battery, 4; 
breaking prison, 1; burglary and breaking prison, 3; larceny and breaking prison, 25 
cutling timber, 1; keeping disorderly houso, 4; open lewduess, 1; assault and battery, 
30; obtaining money upon false pretences, 2; riot, 1; attempt to murder, 1 

Number of Convictions. —For Ist offeuce, 136; 2nd, 22; 3rd, 8; 4th, 1 
Number received from each county.—Atiantic, 1; Bergen, 5; Burlington, 21; Cam- 

den, 5; Cape May, 1; Cumberland, 3; Essex. 31; Gloucester, 6; Hudson, 3; Hun- 
terdan, 35 Mercer,20; Middlesex, 53; Monmonth, 8; Morris, 11; Passaic, 15; Salem, 
12; Somerset, 9; Sussex, 5; Warren, 2; Borough of Elizabeth, 1. 

Age when received in Prison.—From 1 to 20 years, 323 20 to 30, 80; 30 to 40, 34; 
AD to 50, 10; 50 to 60, 10; 60 to 70, 1. 

Place of Nativity.—New Jersey, 97; Pennsylvania, 15; Delaware, 2; Maryland, 
43 New York, 15; Connecticut, 1; Massachusetts, 3; England, 6; Ireland, 12; Ger- 

3; Hungary, 1; France, 1; Poland, 3; Italy, 1. 

—~White males, 103; white females, 2; colored males, 59; colored females, 3. 
e is a large supply of stock of all kinds on hand, paid for. The contract system 

is still continued, we believe, with good profit and success. 
The net gain of the prison for the past year, ending December 31, 1846, after de- 

ducting the support of the prisoners, amounts to $5,545 66. There has been paid into 
the State treasnrry from the surplus earnings, the sum of $4,803 00, and also $2,413 90 
due the institution last year, fur prison repairs, and recommended by the committee 
of tue Legislature to be drawn from the treasury and returned to the same, which has 
been complied with. The amount of cash on hand is $1,169 26. 

The sum of $1,115 04 has been spent in repairs during the past year, all of which the 
law requires to be charged to the State treasu 
We must aguin acknowledge the prompt and gratuitous services of most of the clergy 

of Trenton.  
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The experience we have had for a short time of the benefit of a teacher, iuduces us 

i ‘bri ject before »gisiature, ‘o bring the subject before the Legisia . oo . . 

7a he Bowd recommend to the Legislature that some additional improv ements are re 

uired to be made to the prison buildizgs, both as regards the safe keep Bg aad accor: 

Bodation of the prisoners, and to carry out the system of separate contis {nen ot 

the want of other rooms, a number of the cells have necessarily to be occupied for 

rooms, and other pnrposes connected with the Dnsiness of the a mt wo convict 

: 1 ast year, has frequently beeu oblige paivdets 
The keeper, daring the past year, atly ‘ to put. two canticts 

in the same cell, thereby defeating one of the principsl objec designed in establishing 

@ present iustitation. a ae ; ae eo 

Se would recommend that an additional building be ereeted within the pr ison yard 

i i t st ine, the 5 sc, the wash-house, tain snitable apartments for the iz 1 C, the wash-lo 

the smith shop. rooms for the sick, aud the necessary store rooms for the nse “ the 

| , i 7 ilding w 2 Ss se all the eclls for establishment. The erection of snch a building would enable us to use a 
the confinement of prisoners, au 

  

d relieve the institution very considerably from the 

danger of fire, and the unpleasant efflavia which at present cxists, and add additional 

safeguards to the establishment. EMLEY OLDEN, Secretary. 

1846.—Keerer’s Report. 

Out of 253 individuals confined duriag the year, only 15 have required punishment, 

The only mode in use is partial deprivation of light and food, with the addition of ha 

and leg irons in aggravated cases. 
The number in confinement on the 21st of December, was 167. 00: ir a brass 
Employment.—-Chairmaking, 63: weaving, 33; shoemaking, 295 von and _ brass 

workers, 10; making and repairing prison clothing, Bi _washing, 2 i cool ing: ] ae 

ing, 1; tending steam-engine, 1; carpentering, 2; tending heating races, aia a - 

ing and making fires, 2; lately received and not put to work, 3; insahe @ I x i ic. 6: 
in front kitchen, 1; paupers, (incapable of work,) 6; refasing to wou ay ot 2 167. 

The extraordinary health enjoyed by our prisoners, under our mo ee con ne nent, 
has been the subject of very frequent remark by visitors from other ‘a “s. atest 
be attributed in a great degree, tu the wholesomeness and sufficiency 0} the i Aa 
nished, which is believed to be much better than at some other prisons, a proper att m 
tion to cleanliness, and a sufficient enforcement of industrious habits w ah all bie fe 
work. Every day’s experience strengthens my convictions. of the jmper ance 
latter to a healthy condition of the prisoners in separate cont nee DDIS, Keeper. 

Receipts. —Weaving, $2,615 66; chairmaking, 8,482 77; cordwainers, 1,818 23; 
ies, 1,731 20; interest, 13 49: total, $14,611 35. . . 

Se elk amie, $1,419 50; provisions, 4,865 69; fuel, 1,641 18; hospi- 
tal, 236 17; discharged convicts, 297 05; jncidental account, 606 10; balance, being 
gain on the operations of the prison from December 31, 1845, to December 31, 1846, 
5,545 66: total, $14,611 35. ous . 

* Property.— Amount of inventory, $14,457 04; cash on hand, 3,169 26; bills re 
ceivable, 1,750 15; debts due the prison, 1,383 83: total, $18,760 28. ab : 
Crimes.— Bergen county : assault and battery, 1. Burlington: assault anc attery. 

1; breaking jail, i; burglary, 3; larceny, 1; robbery, 1. Cumberlan 7 jareenys \ 
Camden: assault and battery, 1; assault and battery with intent to kill, 1; larceny, 
Essex: assault and battery, 3; keeping disorderly house, 9; larceny, 9; mans augh- 
ter, 1; misdemeanor, 2. “Gloucester: burglary, 1. Middlesex: bigamy, ‘i areeny, 
Q; misdemeanor, 1, Monmouth: burglary, 1; larceny, 2. Morris: assault an a 

3 ; burglary, 15 larceny, 3; riot, 1. “Mercer: larceny, 3; misdemeanor, i open 

ss, 1, Passaic: assault and battery, 5; breaking jail, 1; burglary, 33 keeping 
disorderly house, 2. lem: assault aud battery with intent to kill, 1; larceny, 23 
open lewdness, 1. Bom a 3 

3. ussex : burglary, 3; larceny, 2. . .. 
eves Under 15, 1 7 15 to 20, 16; 20 to 30, 36; 30 to 40, 14; 40 to 50, 5; 50 to 

‘Well educated , 3; could read and write, 29; could read, 20; could neither read nor 
write, 24. ; 

Places of Nativity.—United States, 62; England, 3 ; Treland, 7 ; Germany, 2; Poland, 
taly, 1. 
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Namber on ist commitment, 55; on 2nd, 16; on 3rd, 3; on 4th, 2, 
Previons Occupation.—Barber, 1; blacksmiths, 4; cabinet and chair mukers, 4; 

carpenter, 1; cooper, 1; farm laborer, 1; glass blower, 1; hatter, 1; honsehold ser- 
vants, 5; without trades, 37; moulder, 1; paper maker, 1; sailors, 2; shoemuakers, 10; 
seamstress, 1; stone cutter, 1; tailors, 2; weavers, 2. 

1846.~-Puysician’s Report. 

The monthly reports embrace all that need be stated of the individnal cases of sick- 
ness that have occurred in the prison. Nowhere among the same number and kind of 
men can a better state of health be found. Attention to fuod, temperature, ventilation 
and cleanliness; swiTicient employment to keep the body well exercised, and the mind 
sccupied; that intercourse with the keepers which does away with the evils of abso- 
lute solitude ; a companion in the cell in times of sickness: “exercise in the open air, 
when reqnired to remedy the evils of too long a confinement in the cell—all tend to 
taste that high state of health that has been observed in this prison for some of the 
past years. 

Among the 244 convicts that have been in the prison, duving the last 12 months, but 
spe death, (that of a colored woman,) has occurred ; nor is there at this time any one 
in the house whose complaint can be considered of a serious character. The convict 
who died had been disordered in mind from the time of her admission, and the result 
of the case was such as might have been anticipated much seoner than it took place. 

Conld certain changes be made in the bnilding by which the + hing would be 
done somewhere distant from the corridor. so that the steam would not interfere with 
the purity of the honse, aud could the kitchen be detached froin the central building, for 
the like reason, it would remove a great annoyance. Laundry, bake-house and kitchen 
vught, under no circumstances, be within the same inelosure with the priseners. 

JAMES B. COLEMAN, Physician. 

Synopsis of the Reports of the Pennsylvania Penitentiaries, from 
1838 to 1846, 

WESTERN PENITENTIARY, 
ance ere omar en, 
1838.—Presipent’s Report. 

At the commencement of the year which has just expired, there were confined in 
this prison 104 subjects, all of whom were males: nnd at this time there ace iu confine- 
ment 107, of whom 4 are females; 18 of the number having been sentenced for the 
short term of one year, encourage us to hope that the aggregnte number, at the close 
uf the present year, will be diminished much below that of the former. The provi- 
siens of the law, in regard to the treatment of the priscners, have been carried out with 
all the precision the nature of the case admits. 

General health, subordination, industry, docility, and an evident disposition to re- 
ceive advice and instruction, have prevailed thronghout the past year. Mauy who 
were unable to read, can now peruse the Bilsle with facility; and all, as soon a3 the 
are received, are placed at useful trades, and we are led to ad:nire with what sur- 
prising facility they become proficient in them. 

ne reason ta us is obviens; the total abstraction of their physical and mental powers 
from all extraneous objects, or conversation with others, by whieh they might be 
diverted from their attention to the accupation in hand. This observation applies both 
to mental andl mechanical instruction; and we deem it one of the most striking illue- 
trations of the superiority of the Pennsylvania system over that of any other ever de- 
vised for the improveme: . and reformation of offeuders. They are taught to read ; 
they are taaght mechanical arts in their solitary abode with facility. Can we not reach 
their hearts and make a permanent impression on their morals ? . 

Tn our last annnal report we expressed our conviction that after the expiration of the 
then current year, no farther demands would be made on the counties for the support 
of their convicts. Our anticipations have been verified; every county in this peniten- 
Uary district having been the past year relieved from all charges for their support; the 
first instance, we believe, of such a result in Pennsylvania.  
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- exhibits the profits on the variaus branches of business con- 

¢ shioemuking, 3.789 383 tailoring. 325 015 carpenter work. 

blac thine. 66 14; silversmithing, 152 70; picking oukum, ete., 703 13: 

making an aggregate profit of $5.669 81. 

3 become, indeed it has now pesame, necessary, from the decay of the flooring 

cells of block B, to take them up ami replace them wih flags of stone as in 

We trnst that it will not be delayed woother season, as We have apprehen- 

sions that the decay of the wooden Hoor might prove prejudicial to the health of the 

nnafortunate objects of our care. 
: 

JAMES ANDERSON, President. 

19838._Warpen’s Report. 

The Ist of Jannary, 1932, found us with 10+ inmates, all males; we have received 

within the year 56, discharged 53. 42 by expiration of sentence, 9 by pardon. and 2 by 

death, leaving in confmement at this date, 107-103 males and 4 females; showing ab 

increase of tree Wi Dhe svatein of salitary confinement sceins to me to 

be everything that its most st friends could desire. in comparison with that of 

silent or congregated labor; subordination is more easily kept up, 

duetion of task work, slates, aud cheap books, 1 have fouud the most happy 

supp 1g almost entirely the bec ity of prnishment, which is certainly a most 

sirable object to gain. And on examiuation, it will prove that the progress made in 

this prison, within the Yast year, by the introduction of books and states iu the way of 

education, the most pleasing results will present themselves + and were it in my power 

to go a little farther, with a reasonable supply of books, 1 have little doubt but great 

good might be i st tempt o recommend the making of some smath 

charge to visitors, by way aisins y for this Jandable purpose. 

I have now the pleasing aatisfaction to report to the board, that I have seen and 

heard from a number that hi peen discharged within the year, from this prison, con- 

ducting themselves as good ci zens—three or four of whom I have seen and conversed 

with; and in asking them if they had seen others that were discharged before and 

after them, within the year, they have answered no—if so, they were not known te 

to them, as they had never seen them while here. 
A. BECKHAM, Warden. 

1838.—Puysician’s REPORT. 

During the year just passed, I was called upon to prescribe for 92 inmates of this 

prison, and. wiih the exception of two, who died of chronic jnflammation, which had 

commenced before admission, all have been enabled to return to their appropriate labor. 

A great majority of the cases were of a mild character, and cannot with propriety be 

ascribed either to the discipline of the prison, or to the strictness of confinement. From 

many years’ experience of the effects of solitary confinement, with labor, as illustrated 

jn the Western Penitentiary, Tam convinced that it is not gener ily inimical to the 

health of the convicts, although it must be conceded that a favorable result need not be 

expected, unless there js exacted a rigid atteution on the part of the prisoner to cleanli- 

ness of cell aud person—free ventilation of the air—and the enforcement of a frm and 

nt of the convicts on the part of the officers of the prison. A relaxed 

contrary, is not only prejudicial to knowledge, but to health. The 

ly be sufficient in quantity, but in quality, and varied as 

i ily visits of the physician, 

as required by a former resolatio! 
fully to com- 

bat the first onset of disease, and thereby to diminish, very materially, opportunities for 

post mortem examinations. the whole number of convicts received during the year 

1838, but eight were discovered to he diseased at the time of their admission. Ne. 521 

was affected with emaciation and general debility, without cough or fever, although on 

examination after death, his lungs were found extensively ulcerated. No. 508, who. 

before admission, had heen much given to intoxication, was 

exceedingly listless and stupid. In a short time he was attacked with se 

which frequently recurred, and finally, after mach suffering, he died, June ist, 

eral inflammation of the ‘bowels. On examination of the body there was discovered 3 

perforation, of about one inch in diameter, through the coats of the duodenum, besides 
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other morbid a appearances not necessary ii i other mor ances cessary to detail in this report. 
the wl ole mumber that have terminated fatsily daring the eetrodine vex rn There ate I; tis A of 3 ie ye 

ano.” and one of ne present tinse, two cases of hysieric epilepsia, o se a Bieta te 
oat oe of Lloody tumor or abscess of the chee joint. elas one of & Pietula ta 
Medical Cases in the Westom Penitentiary, for 1838.— netfee Cases in Weste vnitcntiary, for 1838.— Asthma, 1, disease 

tnfsslon. i s fever, 3 eured + bloc unmnor, 1, under atment? 4 on ak : ver. .u ment; stipa- 
Hon, mill, 2 ered: eowmtipesions ubtiaste, [ented biliogs evfi, 4, eared “cough 
ia “a areal te er. exci i dyspepsia, 4. cured; diarrhava, 14 cured 3 dy en. 

ryepever 2 ened op ert te lon admission, died ; emaciation. ete i ais. 
weed On aelaission 5 opllepsia, ensed ou admission, under trea > fistul 

wip ano Lad eased on auliaision, under treatment; hemorrhoids, 1 “Teeaed betula 
nisin. 10 atment, improved; infianmati i Gutta "of mite der treaty vation of red; i 
“y aco eels cnanleta, ou La plec 1 ; eon ener ee 

af pare gland, J, cured: sore thr z ills, jsoese ‘mena 
cured; worms, 1, doubtful, enved : wry neck, 1 care, Philia, 1, diseased on admission, yo ueck, 1, cared. 

WAL F. IRWIN, Physician. 

On the tst of Jannary, 18: : Jannary, 1839, the number i we Est ol ¥; : amber of pris et ‘7 
Ninlins rorcined fiom each, Coats wv tledheny ao) Armstrong. 35. Bed wn nae ? Allegheny, 3 strong, 3; Bedford, 4; 
wer i J eartiold, 1 word. 3; Erie, 10; Fayette, 34 Heinen! 

‘i et | Tels 3, omerset, 5; Venango, 25 Washington, 10; 

aee of Nativity.—Pennsylvant. . ye lace of Need eonsylvania, 48; Maryland, 5; Virginia, 7; Ni i 
2 z y ctient, 23 , ; age connectient 2: Massachusetts, 3; New Jersey 1; On Coe i 

1: Getinany, 2 gan, 1; Ireland, 12; England, 4; Canada, 4; ‘rane boas el ad, 33 Ane is , 4; Canada, 4; France,3; East Indies, 

Term of Nente : 2) tences.—Kor 6 months, 2; 1 yea eds Met Gy tee 8,23 18 months, 9; 1 year, 18; 2 3 
eee ven & ee no 3 years and 6 months, 2 4 Sears 925 ye 14 ~ 

: 3 8,05 cars, € yea 33 nd 1 reas, ‘ Fat dot peace 38 y » 3; 10 years, 3; 1] years and 6 months, 1; b years : 

ney py ittes , Recunmitied nnder, the present system in Pennsylvania, 2 
ws.— Murder, 2nd degree, 19; t Ass ene Murder, gree, 19; manslaughter, 63 As ith i 

tent to rape, in assault und battery, with intent to kin, 2 ae batten wih re 
stealing. : burglary. 4; highw: bbery. ery, 23 bing ted’ States’ 

mail. 1: iorsery, 1: countesfeiting : robbery, 2; robbery, 2; i ited 
a Naa contact 3 counterfeiting and passing check, 1 coun felting silver col Ts 

ssing counterfeit money, 15 larceny, 92; erjury, » 15 counterfeiting silver coin, 15 

Sea.—Males, 103; females, 4 O24 pesurys 2. 4. 
Ages.— Between 10 aud 20, 13; a ee nd 20, 13; 20 to 30, 52; 30 to 40, 20; 40 to 50, 14; 50 to 60 

Profits for th i fits rs ie gear nding Drcember 31, 1838.—Weaving account, $3,514 13; sho 
ny aa 1 BRD 3 cary 3 iths, 1 or 

270; picking oakum, 703 13 eae eS G69 Bl. blacksmiths, 66 ay silver ,669 81. 

Statement from the Rev. E. Macurdy. 

There is a Bible i = e in every cell, and the inmi sone ea Be x inmates appeared to read it with i 
ome with pe , it. Some who could not read when they entered th vie vtiery | and 

ed ie , through the kind attention of their keepers. © penitentiary, have 
e¢ Inspectors were enabled to bri . cont ee r ad to being them under moral cult vi 

ome gut ul f person well pequainied with human nature, aud the ont Oy ome Oat 
personaly: Care, who wou employ his time in visiting and conversing with Sh at 

9@ goud ground to hope that the results would be salutary. om 
__ £. MACURDY. 

1839.—-Insrectors’ Report. 

At the date y 5 At the present of our st report there were in prison 107, of whom 4 were females. 
over the senouut vopected are 184, of whom two are females, making an increase of a7 
tnoutthe have prowailed ia al ¢ time. The manifest embarrassments which for man 
larae nunbowot vere most rauches of business, and the consequent discharge of 3 
alfiog. meg in B erson fe om the employments by which they had heretofore olinined 

quency, | This, fome degree perbaps be chargeable with this increase of moral delin- 
Toture of beter newer sit a temporary influence, and will pass away with the  
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. sping th 

e jast session of the Legislature, authorizing tae 

Jn pursues O mnoral Paseo the Board of Inspectors, in the month of May, ob- 

employment ‘of a moral instructor, th 
‘i ks. 

tained the services of the Rev. Josep’ Bats ANDERSON, 

BENJAMLN DARLINGTON, 

WILLIAM LECKY, 
JOHN IRWIN, 
WILLIAM ROBINSON, 

& Inspectors. 

1839.——Warpen’s Rerort. 

« to encourage us to persevere in the 

e prisoners being unusnally good, with 
being occasion for 

We have nothing to discourage, but everythin te 

tem. of solitary confmement—the 
conduct of the p ouers being 0 

Bet ‘ ‘cepti for weeks, and even for months, ther 
but very few exceptions, 

the slightest punishment. 
|. BECKHAM, Warden, 

3 + Bedford, 3; 

Number received from cach County. — ANiegheny, 40; Armee Bs Trayette, @ 

2 ver 73 Butler, 1: Clearfield, 15 Cambria, 13 Crawfor 1 Ay Erle, 225 Bayete 3i 

Pee imedon 7: Indiana, 6; Mercer, 73 Somerset, 5; Venango, <3 g 

i g fy 

stmovely , Warren, 3. . . 
Wesemorel wes derried. 62; unmarried, 64; widows and widewers, &. 

Color —White males, 112; colored male 205 white (oma les, 2. 

Habit 3 rate, 19; iutemperate, 99. . . 

-¢ —Temperate, 17; moderate, 19; 10 
> trom thett 

Habit eed served their time out, 41; were bound and ran away fro: 

3 were bound, 91. 
. yore 4; butehe 

mae ions. Roatm 3 labor 34; weavers, 5; farmers, 16; barbers 4; 5 
Ocenpations.—Voatmen, 13 Laborers, cooks, 63 wagoumakers, 35. house servant, § ; 

‘cao 1; millers, 2: machinist, 1; root doctor, 1; silversmith, 
akers, y 3 

1; copper plate printer, 1; sailor, 1; tobacconist, 15 shnernakers, 13; engineers, * 

. 
. . rter. 

L.L. D. aud M.D., 13 housewife, 1; hatter, 1 plasterers, 25 tanuer, ¢ ee ui 

jlacksmi f 3 ver, 1; teacher, 13 ge vhs ; 

th, 1; forgemen, 6; engraver, 13° lee ‘ s ‘ 
blacker printer, 1 ; soldier, 1; barkeeper. 1; steam doctor OF tis Now York, 134 

‘ Prace af Mat vie ii sng ani Canada, 4; Maryland, 44 

i ty 43 ahade “OP ‘ + Michigz + Nort 

Masa Sian tad, 13 Rhode “Island, T: France, 3; Michigan, 1; North 

2; Eas 
d, 1s 

Carolina, 1: New Hampshire, 1; Delaware, 1; Ala ama, L sear, 191 1 year and 3 

“Term of Sentences.—Ear 6 months, 1; 10 months, A: os yes rs ai Soe vonre 

months, 10; 1 year and 6 months, 14; L year aud 9 mont ns, 13 By ae hoa 

and 3 yaonths, 2; 2 years and 6 months, 6; 2 years and omer Bs. 2 es ; 

3 years and 6 mouths, 4; 4 years, 9+ 4 years and 1 mont hy J 3 pee 3s es 

7 years 6: 8 years, 2; 8 years and 1 month, 1; 10 years, 05 years 
265 2 

‘ Orides Mt 

i tent 

, ‘os yen order and degree, 73 manslaughter, 35 assault and battery whee a 

ll, 4 ; rape. 2 arson, 10; horse stealing, 143 burglary, 65 highway ¥ rhery, 

ebb ty, 23 Pebbing United States’ mail, 1; counterfeiting and possi check com 

serfeiting silver coil, 3; larceny, 703 forgery, 1 3 larceny, forgery, an % 

‘oods, 2: receiving stolen gooda, 1; assisting to break fal, 

Receipls.—Weaving. $2.324 675 shoernaking: 5,655 : 

3 hhandize, 2,762 17: total, $11,997 02. - nee ; °, 

TT eearsements. Subsistence, $9,551 49; stock, 2,445 53% total, $11,997 0° 

ears. 

oakum picking, ete, 1,255 

1839.—Puysician’s Report. 

i stern Penitentiary duri 
confined in the Western Pent the Feta. sev. 

3 2d to have been temperate ; and 0 e 12, - 

no re 
Notwithstanding these un 

ing the year 1839, 

Of the whole number < 
g 1 

ounting in all to 191, only x pen 

oral are Known 10 bare ae i) ane ore have “hed of disease dnving the year ist 

isi iv 2g, but risoners sease during: 

ee AT see mamnber of deaths, however, 1 other convict ts incladed, who 

Ned himse f trangulation. All the fatal cases were coloured persons. f com 

Bo seal? proport 
1 with the whole number © 

From the small proportion of deaths, as compared with tl ple maim per sand 

i ts, nay we not infer that solitary confinement, with labor, is not t me 4 eteriows node 

traci system of punishment its enemies haye labored so hard to establish § 
1 

  

Kees pt. 2. 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE PRISON. 257 

ieal man I would say that every skilfil and jucicious physician would recommend as a 
means of restoration to bealth, in his private practice, pretty much the same seclusion 
and mode of life we are required to enforce in the case of penitentiary patients. The 
prison diet is simple and wholesome; the labor is moderate and constant; the person 
and cell are required to he clean; and the maxim, “ Rarly to bed and early to rise,” 
is rigidly carried ont, and certainly tends to make them more healthy, if not more wise. 

No, 589, who died Deceinber 30, 1839, had heen the terror of the neighbourhood in 
which be Hved. Every man with whom he had an encounter he overpowered, and 
consequently he considered himself wneonqnerable until he found a master in the 
Western Penitentiary. From this period he took what is commonly termed the sulks, 
and his mind appeared fora time partially unsettled. During this period his eyes were 
fierce and bloodshot, and he made battle whenever his keepers approached him. 
Remedial means of every descrintion were obstinately rejected. He kept his bed, ate 
as usual, caughed occasionally, became emaciated, suffered for a fortnight with diar- 
rhara, and died. In consequence of disease of my eyes, I was prevented from making 
a post mortem examination af the body. 

Out of 134 prisoners in confinement at the present time, there are but four cases that 
may be said to require medical attention. 

The number aud variety of diseases occurring in the Western Penitentiary during 
the year 1339 were as follow: 

Parotitis, 1, diseased on admission, cured; otitis, 1, diseased on admission, improved ; 
Conjunctivitis, 5, cured; tumors of scalp, 1, diseased on admission, cured; cynanche 
tonsillaris, 3, cured; cough, 7, three sed on admission, cured; hceemoptisis, 1, 
cured : asthma, 2. diseased on admission, improved ; pbthisis palmonalis, 1, diseased. 
on admission, died; pleuritis, 4, cured; plenredynia, 6, cured; sternalgia, 5, cured; 
hematemesis, 1, cured; dyspepsia, 5, cured ; colica spasmodica, 7, cured; diarrhea 

mercosa et biljosa, 42. enred ; dyseuteria cruenta, 2, cnved ; enteritis, 1, cured ; vermes, 
2, one diseased on admission, cured; febres—synochus, 5, cured; febres intermitiens, 
3, diseased on admission, cnred; febres sndatorius, 1, cured; febres catarrhalis, 7, 
cured; coustipation, mild, 37, cured; constipation, obstinate, 1. cared: psoriasis, 4, 
three cured and one under treatment; rheumatism. acute and chronic, 20, 12 diseased 
on admission. enred; spasms of interenstal muscles, 1, cured; gonorrhea and gleet, 
2, diseased on admission, cured; dysuria. t, enred; enuresis, 1, erred ; hamorrhoids, 
3, one diseased on admissi eured; fistula «in ano,” 1, diseased on admissica, cured 
by operation; hernia scrotalis, 1, diseased on admigsion, incurable; spinal irritation, 2, 

epilepsia hysterica, 2, one diseased on admission, one cured, one improved; scald, 2, 
cured; strangulation, 1, died ¢ marasmus, 1. died. 

Those diseases under the heads of dysuria, enuresis, spinal irritation, and spasms of 
the intercostal muscles, I attribute to the almost irrepressible havit of masturbation, 
which to some extent still prevails in this prison. 

WM. F. IRWIN, Physician. 

1839.—Morar Insrructor’s Report. 

72 of the 84 convicts received last year were intemperate. This proportion, I un- 
derstand, is usual—ever 85 intemperate out of every 100 convicts. Not afew of this 
unfortanate class, with all the tokens of sincerity, have frequently declared themselves 
thankful for their confinement here; because they feel assured it will be the means o! 
rescning them from the druukard’s miseries. 

18 have been received this year unable to rend. The whole number now in prison 
of those who cannot read is 9. None have been discharged who could not read but a 
colored boy, who was sentenced for the brief period of ane month. 

Ont of the aggregate nuniber, 191, 34 had been professors of religion. 8 of these 
were Roman Catholes, the remaining 26 had been connected with the several 
orders of Protestants as tullows:—Methodists, 13; Presbyterians,7; Lutherans, 3% 
Baptists, 2 ; Episeopalian, 1. 
2 deists, and 2 atheistical. 22 have professed to be in some degree under the 
influence of religion. 

In 21 cases the moral character appears decidedly improved. Of 47 others, I enters 
tam a reasonable hope of reformation. There are 68 of whose moral characters it 

is difficult at present to form any estimate. 33 exhibit unfavorable appearances. 4 are 
opelesa. 
All who can read have always the use of a Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, a 

spelling-book, an arithmetic, and a slate. The other books belonging to the institution, 

47  



258 PENNSYLVANIA STATE PRISON. 

which even at the late enlargement of the library did not much exceed 100 volumes, 

are circulated in such a manner as to allow every prisoner a monthly exchange. They 

will read anything put into their hands, if but to beguile the time ; and reading rightly 

directed, and occasionally illustrated, will often produce the happiest effects. 

On Sabbaths. at an early hour of the morning, the following religious exercises have 

been held in the blocks, alternately. viz :—praise, prayer, reading a portion of the 

Scriptures, and a short practical elucidation of some appropriate passage. The re- 

mainder of the moruing after service on Sabbath, and the greater part of every other 

day, are devoted to private and personal conversation ta the cells. The misguided 

man has not merely liberty to thiuk, but he is compelled by his sitration to some sober 

reflection. This I'esteem one of the most valuable objects gained ly the present sys- 

tem of prison discipline in this State, entitling it to pre-eminence. Thonsands bring 

ruin upon themselves by refusing to think. By any means get a man to take now and 

then an undisturbed, dispassionate consideration of his whole case, in the light of the 

ast and future as well as the present, and you have entered the wedge of separation 

etween him and his folly. By the aid of this important advantage, the natural effect 

of sulitude, the way is prepared for reaching the understanding and the heart. To 

men thus secluded, the presence of a moral instructor affords an inviting opportunity 

to solicit information, to pour out the full cup of their bitter regrcts, and to confess their 

ignorance and gui oo. . 

Teannot omit to notice another advantage which is clearly gained to the cause of 

morality by separate imprisonment—I mean their absolute ignorance of the person of 

one another. {f communications cannot be entirely prevented, although watchfulness 

and a judicious arrangement of the men is found to go far towards it~if this cannot be 

absolutely prevented by any existing system, the nearest approximation to the advan- 

tage which would be obtained thereby is realized in their inability to recognize one 

another after being discharged. 
he important consequences following from their knowledge or ignorance of one 

another’s features may be illustrated by reference to the case of two individuals now in 
this penitentiary. These were at one time convicts together in the old State Peniten- 
tiary at Philadelphia. One of them after his release having emigrated westward, mar- 
ried a very worthy woman, and conducted himself for eight or nine years in a sober. 
industrious, and respectable manner. While pursuing this course in the city of Pitts 
burg, where he had the management of an exteusive manufactory, he was familiarly 
aceosted by a man in the street who, asked if he did not renember him. He replied 
in the negative. The other then gave his name, and was at leagth recognized as an 

old prison companion, whom he had not seen before since his discharge. By the 

insinuating address of this old penitentiary acquaintance, and by his persuasions and 
persevering duns, he was enticed first into the tavern, and uext to an association 
with himself in the commission of a burglary, the cause of their present imprison- 

ent. It is perfectly plain that if neither of these men had been able to recog- 
nize the other's person, this friendship would not have been formed, nor its present 
unhappy consequences experienced. 

JOSEPH BANKS, Moral Instructor. 

1840.—Inspectors’ ReErorrt. 

By a reference to our last annual report, it will be found that there were in confine- 
ment on the 1st day of Jannary, 1840, 134 prisoners ; constitting an increase over the 
former year of 27 subjects. At the date of our present communication there were 139; 
showing an increase of only 5 during the year. But when we revert to the fact, that 
a larger number during the year have become the subjects of Executive clemency than 
for any like period heretofore, we are forced to the conclusion there has been but very 
little, if any, diminution of crime in the Western Penitentiary district ; and bat for the 
interposition of the Governor, the invrease would have been within a fraction of the 
former year. 

From all the facts and observations that we have been able to collect and form, it is 
the opinion of the Board of Inspectors, therefore, that a general increase of from i7 to 
20 may be annually looked for, for the time to come, and compels us once again to calt 
the attention of your honorable bodies to the necessity of immediately commencing the 
construction of an additional block of cells, which cannot fail to be required for the ac- 
commodation of the increasing numbers as soon as they can possibly be complete! 
The work can be executed on better terms than at any preceding period. We have 
no hesitation in saying it ought to be forthwith commenced; aud not postponed until 
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the evil 2 upon us, and the officers of the prison compelled to cruwd the prisoners to: 
gether, ielation of the existing laws. is by no aus t z fe i / tie th g las is by means an agrecable offi 
mapecior to ange additiona , enditnre at thiz season of peconiary ccureit ie bet the essity Of the case demands of them to place the subject before’ -ou in pre 

u t ace s To oy ~ son, that the public good may receive no detriment at their bands. vow in Proper Sea 
e are happy again in having it in onr power to report, notwithstanding the past 

very branch of trade and industry, that in 
prospered beyond onr hopes at the com- 

gate profit from the labor of convicts, exceeding 
. ssary charges for their maintenance, and thus re- 
ict from all expense. 

JAMES ANDERSON, President, | 
BENJAMIN DARLINGTON, | 
WILLIAM LECKY, > 
JOHN IRWIN, Treasurer, 
WM. ROBINSON, Jz. Secretary, J 

haa been a year of uncommon depression in ¢ 
the business relations of the prison, we have 
mencement of the year. : 
by severa 
lieving every county in the distr 

2 

Inspectors. 

1840.—Warpen’s Rerorr. 

We have here passed through ancther y itl i i 

cruelty 80 much practiced in the congre ated wystem, eee ace sly hads ae for the slightest punist z if wider .ystem ( it ou ment, with mild. ig pl hment, and if under the system of solitary confinem i i . I ts > os ement, Ww. - nes firmness, kindness and justice, there will seldom, indeed, be occasion ih mie 
yeh cruelty, and will never fai} to produce a powerful efect on the mind of the con- 

. A, BECKHAM, Warden. 

Ages.—From 10 to 20, 22; 2 30, 38; ; , eo rot 0, 22; 20 to 30, 38; 30 to 40,25; 40 to 50, 16; 50 te 60, 34; 

Sex.—Males, 135; females, 4. 
Recommitted under present systin in Pennsylvania, 4. 
Relations.—Marrie , 62; unmarried, 66: widows and widowers, 11. 
Color.—White males, 118; white females, 4; colored males, 17. 
nate Temperate, 101 moderate, 17; intemperate, 112. Were bound and aerved 

time ou « were re vay tt ; beard. oa. out, + were bound and ran away from their masters, 14; were never 

Places of Nativity.—-Pennsylv 61; G v 4 5 tivity. 8) 61; Germany, 6; Ireland, 13; New York, 13; 
Caenchnsetis Bi Wermont, 33 regina, 7: England. 6; Canada, 3; Maryland, 6: 

ecticut, 2; New Jersey, 1; Rhode Isl: 7 ¥ 5; Michigan, 1; Dele , 1: One gs icenoky, rey, 13 or and, 1; France, 5; Michigaa, 1; Delaware, 

i a mf etences.— Kor 6 months, 3: 1 year, 

and 3 mouths, 9; 1 year and 6 months, 18:" 2 years z and « s a 3, 18; 2 years and 3 months, 2; 
aoa pean 6 Trenths, 3: 2 years and 9 months, 2; 3 years, a6: 3 years and 6 months, 
Gy ars aud 4 months, 2; 4 years and 1 month, 1; 5 sy 3 , 
S58 years, 3; 10 years, 5; ‘12 Fears, 2. vail, 149 years, 8s © years, 65 7 years 

rimes.—Murder, second degree, 6; manslaugh : ith i 8 : gree, 6; manslaughter, 3; assault and battery with in- 
ent to kill, 53 buggery, 1; arson, 8; horse stealing, 15; burglary, 12; highway rob- 
bery, Us te ery, 4; incestuous adultery, 1; counterfeiting and passing check, 3; 

rater eiting silver coin, 4; larceny, 63; forger a y, forgery and receiving 
tren goods, Q; receiving stolen goods, 2; for assisting to break jail, 1; conspiracy, g. 

3: copious Occupation.—Boatmen, 8; laborers, 43; weavers, 3; farmer, 1; barbers, 
a a inetmaker, 1; tailor, 1; cooks, 6; wagonmakers, 2; whitesmith, 1; rope- 
mal ers, 3; papermaker 1; millers, 2; machinist, 1; ship-carpenters, 2; silversmith, 
i copper plate printer, 1; tobacconists, 6; shoemakers, 14; engineer, 1; fisherman, 
i hatters, 2; plasterers, 2; upholsterer, 1; porter, 1; blacksmiths, 3; forgemen, 5; 
eae ner, Ty coopers, 4; ostlers, 3; printer, 1; soldiers, 4; barkeepers, 2; steam doc- 
harnessmaken a” 1; tailoress, 1; currier, 1; wagoner, 1; grocer, 1; book-keeper, 1; 

Receipits.— By weaving, $3,120 205 ki icki ‘ . : Z, $3,120 20; shoemaking, 5,205 26; oakum picking, etc. 1891 72; merchandize, 3204 05: total, $13,011 os , pens 
bursements.—To subsistence, $9,238 64; stock, 3,772 59: total, $13,011 23. 

JAMES ALEXANDER, Clerk. 

i year and i month, 9; 1 year 
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1840.—-Puysician’s Report. 
re ick list six males and om- there were on the sick lis , st day of January, 1840, re : F my 

On the Fes ay ta, si M2 discharged in good health. To the above w female, a case of epilepsia, since ¢ are : In who have been jee 
have been added forty-fonr cases ;_ maki wp have been pre- 
eluded from werk, by reason of Rickne {hee other con- 

i asi y. » mild ca I ook, occasionally, some mild « crue j but ia te 
Tee renene reqnire an excmption from the or tina spo > pe I. actanye oom 

iction is force is, that our Ver ania system of s i conviction is forced upon as, rae Penns) : tary cone 
_t think eee is rather conducive tha injurious to the bealih of th » beese ns 

nomen : Tn regard to the Western Peuitentiary, I may say, wit 0 p boasting. 1 tat 
to health ice, discipline, and general management, it nay not unfavorably 
vo health, potion, sel i o similat uatare in the United States. pared with any other establishment of a similar ue R A ® eeanee Se soll of 

. i, rs : revions to mmission, their Causes, anil 7 to, 
Disease Fe eee ee and disease of heart, improved 3 rhewuratism, Q t.—Whites: Asthma, 2, old age : f Improved ; rheunati 

riers cured; do. I, syphilis and morenry, cured 5 doe. 1, Severe fall ca eds do 7 
1 é seared: i intent fever, 4, cause, nar rlastaa, eared; i - exposure, cared; interaritt: hy us : 

intemperance and e+ notre of skull, improved; pleuri-y, 1, expe ©, cu ili sanity, oi s iy yo Te a 
bility te ea cuted ; bubo, 2, laes venerea, cared ; gonorrhaa, 1, impa 
Som, cured: “chanere, 2, lues venerea, cured; sizer gormmansliz i cared, cane 

. ole. i ob tere ied; opacity of cornea, 1, w . * i i co: sure, Gied ; opacity . sticle, intemperance aud expo . ly of rea, 1. dane 
oro a it ny filthiness eured. Colored: purulent ophthalmia, !, serotils, improved ; proved ; itch, 1, ess, cured, n J en 
; 1 hernia, 1 heavy lifting, improved. Total, 24. a 
Diseases of Prisoners contracted in Priton, their Cunses and the results Diseases of Prisoners co ison. the feruses and the vos lis 

i atis ness of cell from seru yi —Whites: Rheumatism, 3, damp ess nse bin r . 
wen 3, do. do., cured; hemorrhoids, 2, sedentary ositfor cared streconteritis, 

eating i pspepsia Spur ©: Cr, 7 ating ., cured; dyspepsia, 1, torpt CT, Ct ‘ler 

poe | able i wok bile cured} dementia, 1, masturbation, improved y co., do., ie ver : ; Y : 3 ) voved s 

pas, i Sable to over mu s red : eruptions, 1, de., cured ; cholica spasmodica, 1, do., 
believed 3 oe a sit Si do cured 3 nenralgia of scalp, 1, unknown, cured; her a ; irregular appetite, 1, +4 CU 3 alg ¢ 7 ae ier 

ort do cured Petored : Phithisis palmonalis, 1, serofula, improved ; cata , L, do., . 
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  f Treetment. 
1     

      

fev 
q ; imia, 1, unknown, cured; pneumoui: of wash-house, cured; ophthai a, by ‘ , 1 aha. 

Sci ventilation cured; diarrhea, 1, heat of weather, cured; lumbago, 1, mast 
r i " a 26. i + dyspepsia, 1, do., cured. Total, 26. . a Loe ute. 

ae tne trea ay be perceived, that of twenty-four white and colored pris- rom the foregoing it may per » the : “A improved oe 

received in a diseased condition, one died, four are reporte a8 improved, and 
nineteon restored to health. OF the twenty-six white and oe eens we coe 

ir di ile i ison, all were restured to health except two, whe tracted their diseases while in_ pris ' fed, to sOxgene two, who 
i i ses of alienation of m fa in an improved condition. The only cases r : ig 

mated ee vison were without any kind of doubt, ascribable to selfabuse, still too preva 
in’ i ic institations of this and every 0! try. J : lent here as in all other public ins t S ther country 

i ieteti 2 n fail to restore them 7 medical, and dietetic treatment, however, seldom Wat F ARWIN Plyeicien. 

    

  

1841.—Inspectors’ Report. 

i i acing i imine le the moral cnltnre and The unfading honor of first introducing into her criminal cod Pee lene ree 
reformation of the guilty, belongs exclusively to Fennsy vanie Wher objects that 

i xe malefactor grace her statute books. . the mere punishment of the ma gi e Fee ine pane oe 
ing has combined with her places of pena minis heaven-descending charity, she has | Z ‘ nee and pani 

itals r ‘al diseases—kinduess and encovragem: wi ment, hospitals for the treatment of moral & co rage POT 
moral and religious instruction, are uniformly extended to such as evinee a disposi ion 
to amend their lives, and every incentive to thorough reformation are inseparad wy 
jects of her system. The incutcation of industry and regularity, and t he 8 rie 

i i rc i fon isous, by our systen, bls ce which are forced upon the inmates of our prisons, 1, insensiply 
eet fixed habits of life, and however tmpleasant their abode ane their restrain’ 
a have been, the greater portion of these who have had these virtues breed ¥ pon 
thon cannot but look back with gratitade upon the institation, and will certainly mo . 
respect those laws by which they have been chastened in mercy, and save perhap 

fi vretchedness and destruction. ; aa . 
weWith regard to the business relations of the prison, we pe the satisfhetion to ae 

‘0 5 73 over all the expenses for clot! hing, subsistence, 1 t the profits amount to $1,745 7 b F i nel 
iene ney all other necessaries, thereby effecting a clear saving to the respective co oO .. 

ties named, as followa:— 

  

a 
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for each County in the District for the past Year, 
and accounted for by Labor. ony, $3,712 47; Armstrong, 109 07 : Bedford, 
336 87; Beaver, 452 93 Clarion, 57 673 Catnbr 2307 48: Crawford, 563 45; Erie, 
1,082 79; Vayette, 58) 51; Huntingdon, 480 40; fudiana, 167 91; Mercer, 286 15: Somerset, 361 7 Venango, 259 16; W, slingtou, 671 39; Westmoreland, 332 09; 26 63> total, $10,364 30 

  

Amonnt of Expenses of the Convicts 
Ades 

  

        

    

    Warren, 242 99; Green, 2u2 76 ; Al’Rean, In couclading this report, we feel it ta be dne to the oificers aud subordinates, to 
say, that they have fatthtully dischacged their daty to the commouwealth aud the pris- a : and another year’ experience on the part of the Inspectors, has more fuily con- firmed their former convictions ja the iuunediate beuctits derived by the subjects of our prison discipline, as well as the advantages which society must ultimately reap from the Promotion of a policy which has so much to commeud it to Layor, 

JAMES ANDERSON, Pri ident, BENJAMIN DARLINGTON, WILLIAM LECKY, | Inspectors. JOUN IRWIN, Treasurer, 
WM. ROBINSON, Jr, Secretary, 

1841.—Wanrpen’s Report. 
On the first day of Jannary, 1841, we hid in coufine aud 4 females, We have received within tie year 90. tration of sentence, 7 by pardon, and 7 by death ; leaving in confinement, January 1, (842, 161—159 males, and 2 females: s towing an increase of 22 within the year. “Of the number now in coufinement, there ure 139 white males, 20 colored males, 1 white, and 2 colured female. 
The whole number of prisoners received from the 1826, tu the Ist of Jauuary, 1842, is 646, Of these, 6 thales; 15 white females, and 19 colored females, 'T the past year has been very good, rarely, indeed, giving occasion for the slightest pun- ishment; showing still, I think, ove great ad vantage of the Vemusylvania system over that of any other State; and 7 am still of the opinion that, with proper management, carried out with firmness, mildness, kindness, and justice, there will seldom, indeed, be occasion iv resort to the cruelties practiced in other prisons, We have manufactured in the past year, 53.919 yards of cloth, 7,541 pairs of shoes, and picked 29 tons of oakum, 2 have now 161 convicts, with 170 cells, 

  

  

  

    

ment 139 inmates—135 males. - andl discharged 68—54 by ex- 
   

opening of the prison, July 31, 2 were white males, 120 colored he conduct of the prisoners for 
    

  

892 pairs of boots, 

A. BECKHAM, Warden. 

Relations. —Married, 71; unmarried, 79; widows and widowers, 11: total, 161. Color.—White males, 139; white females, 1; colored males, 20; colored females, 1: total, 161. 
Habits.—Temperate, 133 moderate, 13; intemperate, 135: total 161. 

   

Were bound, and served their time out, 50: were bound, and ran away from their masters, 18; were never bound, 93: total, 161. Oceupation.—Boatmen, 10; laborers, 47: weavers 7 3 barbers, 2; cabinetmaker, 1; tailors, 5; couks, 7; wagonmaker, 1; whitesmith, 1; ropemakers,3; papermaker, 1; millers, 2; machinist, 1 ; ship-earpeuters, 9; silversmith, 1; copper plate printer, 1; tobacconists, 4; shoemakers, 14; engineer, 1; fishermen, 1; hatters, 23 plasterers, 2; upholsterer, 1; drover, 1; porter, 1; blacksmiths, 3; forgemen, 5; sailmaker, 1; Soopers, 3; ostlers, 3; printer, 1; soldiers, 3; barkeeper, 1; pedier, 1; racerider, 1; baker, 1; distillers, 2; wagoners, 4; miners, 2; harnessmaker, 1; portrait painters, 2; stone cutters, 2; attending stage stable, 1; play-actor, 1; doctor, 1; bricklayer, 1; brewer, 1; brick-maker, 1. 

1842.—Insprctors’ Report. 
In connection with this branch of our subject, we feel it to be our duty to resist the impression which is attempted to be made on the public mind, that the system of soli- tary labor and confinement is prejudicial to mental health. On the contrary, our ob- servation leads to an entirely different conclusion. The very abstraction from external and worldly objects which the inmates of our prisons are compelled to erflure, acts as @ stimulus to their mental qualifications; and in a report to your honorable bodies on 
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a former occasion, we noticed not only the rapid proficiency of the uneducated 1+ 
learning to read, and in the acquisition of knowledge ou moral and religious subjects, 
but the surprising facility with which in their state of seclusion they acquired the 
various mechanical trades to which their labor was applied; and we have great satis- 
faction in stating that ouc abservations siuee then have confirmed the impressions then 
reported on this item of ubjection to our system. Those facts we think conclusive, 
and sufficiently countervail the visionary abstractions arrayed in aid of their theory on 
this important point. . . . 

Another objection we weuld lriefy notice: That the bodily health of the prisoners, 
in the state of seclusion to which they are consigned. is Uicreby impaired to 2 greater 

extent than by congregated labor. i . is of the mortality in G:her 
prisons have been compared with those in the Mastern Penitentiary of this State, as 
evidence to’ support their position. q ster 
institution, we take upon ou 
prison; and from a caretal e: inati f rillity with us, whate i 
comparison muy be to others, we can readily trace the excess, if any there be. to in- 
firmity of constitution, and origin of disease, auterior to theiy admission within our walls; 
and we doubt not as regards the Eastern Penitentiary, on which their argument is 
ased, may be traced to like causes. We cannot adsnit that sol 

mitigated iabor, which is, in other words, only healdifal e 
of air, and temperature regulated at pleasure by the inmate of a cell, aud a reaso 
degree of the light of day, varied by 3 to the Holy Scriptnres and treatises on 
moral and religious subjects, counceted with the diarnal of a pions and untiring 
moral and religious instructor, is a position that cau he regarded as unfavorable to the 
health of body or mind. 

With regard to the business relitions of the prison, we have the satisiaction to state 
that the profits of the year amount to $4449 96 over all the expenses for clothing, fuel, 
aubsiatence, light, and all other neces: thereby effeetiny a clear syving to the 

f the district as followa i—Allegh 9108; Arnistrong 
g Jutler, 125 92 34.13; Cambria, 4 

Crawford, 510 29; Erie, 6 43 Fay GL; Uiatingdon, 391 82: Potter. 55 
Indiana, 249 04; Mercer, 179 62; Somerset, 262 05; Venango. 218 20; Washinyton, 
538 13; Westmoreland, 435 @7: Warren, 17289; Green, 107 51; M’'Kean, 87 09; 
Clearfield, 40 67: total, $9,805 15. 

In pursuance of the act of Assembly of last session, the Board of Inspectors have ap- 
propriated $5.009 out of the past profits of labor, to the canstruction of anew block of 
cells, which the gradually increasing uumber of prisoners admonish us will soon be 
required. 

JAMES ANDERSON, President, 
BENJAMIN DARLINGTON, 
WILLIAM LECKY, Inspectors. 
JOHN LRWIN, Treasurer, 

WM. ROBINSON, Jx., Secretary, J 

1842,—-Wanpen’s Report. 

It affords me pleasure to report to the Board a diminution of crime within this peni- 
tentiary for the past year. We have now in confinement 163 canvicts—159 males and 
4 females. We have received 69 within the year, and discharged 67—46 by expiration 
of sentence, 16 by pardon, and 5 by death. “This shows an increase over the previous 
year of 2, yet we have received 91 less than in 1641, 11 less than in 1840, and 16 less 
than in 1839. 

The conduct and health of the prisoners for the past year have been good, rarely in- 
eed giving occasion to the slightest punisiiment, showing still the great advantage of 
the Pennsylvania system over that of congregated labor, as practiced in other States. 

We have manoiactured in the past year 51,911 yards of cloth, 1,181 pairs of boots. 
8,904 pairs of shoes, and picked 11 tons of oakum. 

Of the 68 prisoners received within the past year, 10 report themselves as temperate, 
4 moderate drinkers, and 54 intemperate. 

2 A. BECKHAM, Warden. 

Number of Convicts from each County.— Allegheny, 55; Armstrong, 1; Bedford, 1s 
Beaver, 9} Butler, 2; Clearfield, 1; Cambria, 5; Clarion, 1; Crawford, 8; Erie, 12; 
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‘Fayette, 13; Green, 2; Hantingd. ii 
ete, . 25 gdon, 7; Indiana, 5; M. ; 53 g0, 2; Washington, 10; Westmoreland, 9: Warren, 22 ‘total weg omorsets 3% Venan- ges—Prom 16 to 20, 22; 20 to 30, 65: 30 to 10,20: 40 te 50, 15: 

60 0,8 
a : 0 50, 153; 50 to 60, 38; 

1 pf the whole number of conviets in prison on the Ist July, 1043, 159 were mal id ae 2 frarried, 91 unmarried, aud 10 widows and widowers, 136 “whit wee et pele, 23 colored males, and 3 colored females. 14 temperate. 3 ‘ate, wemperate. 52 were bound and served their U r bound and away from their masters, aud 91 were never baund. time outs 21 were ae lice Of Nativity. —Pemmsylvania, 67: Germany. 81 Teele 40. Nog. ¥ Massachusetts, 4; “Vermont, 4; Virginia, 12; Cneland of ands Manette 753 geommectiont, 1; Rhode Islaud, 2; France, 3; Michigan a; ‘Dein 1 Kentucky, 2; Scothud, New Hampshire, 1: Louisiy te 1 3 s api S 
Caroling 1. 

: F ana, 1; s pei Ls South 
Term of Sentences,—For 6 mon ; ‘ y EnLES ths, 1; 1 year, 20; 1 year g 1 ; and 3 tants, 6 ‘, 1 x arand 6 months, 2631 year and Be 2 mou a ee Years ana 3 months, 3; 2 vears aud 6 months. 6; 3 i 's. 16: 3 years and 6 manthe 

ths. +3 years. 16: 3 years aud G6 months, Bi dye: id Years and 1 inc 5 
yea : 4 years and 1 month, 1; 4 y and 4 months, 1; 4 years and 6 months, 

ars, G3; 11 yeara, 

35 years, 1b; 6 years, 3; 7 years. ;By 5g x 
i igus ts 6 y years, 10; 8°y 539 years 
Previous Oceupation.—Housewi 

i »— Housewife, 1; plasterers, 9; ter 1b: enoks, 6; 49; papermaker, 1: blacksmitl 8.9 : wad ue 4: coophes he ui wenn gi lhorers, hi awiner, i; merchant, 1; weavers, : i hatter, + tullova, 3 ay Hipeeidicr, mee eepente “ z 33 boatinen, 15 upholsterer, I: na ne Saat 23 bakers, 23 portrait paiuters, 2: stace driver, date ac leds 
a : (bak i Portrai vw stage Criver, by attendant silage stable. J+ ponecutter, t : barbers, 33 shoer ukers, 6; house work, t; stonemasons ee i i actors, 3, brass 2ud silver pls 3 pedis : ery | carpenter ne ier. fi teacher, Ji prewer, Jj forgemen. 2; skin dresser Ls wlocemaker, Te brick’ ayer, Ly maser, 13 tobacconist’ £3 coal digger, 1; butcher, 1: waiter 1. ion voller, 1; clock and watchmaker, E; printer. 1; a: : j puteher, V4 walter, 15 iron to a a patter, 2ad degree. 7; manslaughter, 2; it and hattery with int wl i Bi buggery, 4; arson. 10: horse stealing, 9; In Qe robbery and but x ny, 8; comtite teiting and passing check, 4; “counterte J silver coin, i; larceny, rea ness 3 receiving stolen goods, 2; conspiracy, 13 passing counterfeit notes 32 stewing United States’ mail, t; embezzling from letters in post offic 1; or 
robes, 1 ig Post oHice, 1; rape, 1; 

Receipts. —Weaving, $3,112 07 + sh i 3 vaving, $3,119 7 shoemaking, 3,f 773 08 ickir 5 merchandize, 3,643 99 + total, $14.955 8 2808-775 enkura picking, 1,585 253 Disbursements.—Subsisteuce, $9,805 15; stock, 4,449 86: total, $14,955 01 9 . 2 . 

1842.—Puysictan’s Report. 
‘The aggregate amount of sickness i r 

’ gregate int af sickness in the prison for 1842 corresponds that ah ay exPerienced in 1841, although the number of fatat case, are ihree toss aed a 41. le following contains all that is necessary to explain 
f oll g iH ‘y ‘am th e ire eases alluded to: Died January 18, No, 637, white, aged 22, of onsite Tan m Sreonsuayatl yellow, aged 31. of consumption; March 10, No 638, white. aged 20, ci stion; May No. 646, aged 40; Nov. N 33, y Pag 

aL of coma tion ’ , aged 40; November 18, No. 753, yellow, aged 
serge? above 5 cases of death from consumption, 4 (3 white and 1 colored) are in- ere ju the ournal of flealth as having been received on adinission to the prison in g a hea th—the remaining one, a colored man, in feeble health. 3 it he fatal gases of the present year in this institation have resulted from, more or i struetnral disease of the respiratory apparatus, and in a majority of cases, associated g 2 or jess degree with organic aud fanctional ders e eli 

bo: s ‘g nal derangements of the liver and be wee Mmay be deemed Hroper. to remark, that but two cases, real or pretended, igement, have been brought under ti Or f i 
doubene oe lent, 2 ght u my notice. One of the two is un- e of simula 2 2 
Shi wks a ted mania, and has given a good deal of trouble to the officers 

T thie ate of No. 821 would most probably have terminated fatally in prison before 
Y exercise of the executive clemency, which y the Warden and the Board of Inspectora. ” wie recommended 

WM. F. IRWIN, Physician.  
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1842.—MoraL InsTRUcTOR Ss Report. 

‘ ho design of all eystitable and benevolent govern- 

As to our mode of panera opines of the community, by those means feast 

ments is to secure Te Ne ent. and most beneficial to those who may violate 1ts we 

burdensome to the aren Tho judi sjoug association of the meaus of refurmation with 

and suffer their Deiat, has long been a subject of great solicitude, thongh 7 is apple 

the, puuishinent ° da te. The first step towards the recovery of erring morta 3 is 0 re: 

cation js Onion feb -rimes as fully as practicable. Idlene: 3 and evi associatK ns 

move the occ sion their sible The principal question on preson discipline, non y in 

must be Pree ie eilized. world, is the comparative advantages of the socia and 

lebate throughoat rhe tes ch mode as some advantages peculiar to itse 7 HOUE V 

nolitary systems. ‘That et be divested of his moral relations, neither can those cireume 

Jeny. And as om os by which he is surrounded. Morality aud religion, thong of 

stances a d influences tn sless modified, retarded, or promoted, by all the ‘eid en f 

Tigi Oe ee Survey afew of the advantages of the Penusytvania system, 

dite vet aeuers. Se arate. front and iguoraut of their fellow-prisoners and former asso~ 

kee as pe uners ae ivime This alone eftects much becanse even a limite prison 

ciate ight be ruinons in all after Life, especially to the yonng an ine perk 

acqnaintance IIs "This syatem also exempts the couviets from the cold or curtous gas : 

enced offenders. . at bud especially that of their acquaintances, among whom they 

of visitors ee owuize 1 f their former accomplices or bettors in erhine. 

bless recaguize MANY Oho division of their time at diecretion, devoting @ 

vee un eee dy sree Stes ‘ae health and iuctination may dictate or require. 

postion 1 a0 ay tia lance to persons hose conditions qunke relaxation re- 

‘hhis privilege is ef Vast_ importance to pel _ ease conditions ved auder ay ya re 

isite for both body and mind, at times when it cold nog low Mer ey tcl 

see Soli ary 09 finement precludes those jealousies aud envious vel ss shick 

oui ee cuted by any other mode, It affords to ail the officers of the pi on, 

Se ene PN tho Bf al Tostructo favorable opportunities to impart instruction 0) 

and especially te mn d religions improvement of all without interruption or embarrass 

the mental, mon seldom imparted. advantageously om the social plan. Every a 

ment, which coian, pas k ‘s, that members of the same family seldom speal 

stor KNOWS v-perience in the presence of their associates, a8 

y of thei Jigious feelings or experience Pp of their asso e 

ey oul “with hei teacher alone, much lesa wretched convicts who @ 9 sens 

te wana ath an ot mnt beng believed. Although public preachins is per ores 

tive to hazara the 3 eved. suit Paine eee eipally relate 

2 apparent disadvantages, yet P ally rel é 

wader some real ane ae tntet those services 5 because, however Adesiraite it may be, 

ee not indi “speakel is hearers show z ng 

Hae indepen e wey oo one were treated with any contempt or severity for 
exercises of divine vetoes of obligation .to divine, rather than human authortty ; aut 

teat Ba a atem sting to cverce men in religious duties. And even w Hon a re 

wre of oe ennisbment is vequired, which ia very seldom, it need only be known to 

proo! 3] is 

: 

Cet 
irely to dispense with those severe punishments, 

naa regueite cuabled anos or ey of offenders is sustained by the pre: 

awaye ecaten nee of hardened feliow-prisoners. This is matter of vast eee onic 

appiness of both officers and prisoners. * 

: aeciruction of health involved, has occupied much of the at 

f the writer, and he has become firmly persuaded that the health of the same 

preserved and more yniform than is was in the midst tae 

tbe ir vi That constitutions already seriously 1 shou 
i 2] ices. 

' 
er 

hberty and event all; bat we may not make our cells accountable ee health - 

Sse ae e fae they were entered by their unhappy inmates. e That gout ne me dee 

does not necessarily impair the ment! faculties. of eee 
is ame y de 

facili i hi t all who are of proper age, ; 
the facility with which almos' j of, ‘ therwit 

petent alain to profeiency iv mechanical business, w hich they did not previowsy, 

und: i i vi i ajority of 2d. 
; t with whieh a majority 

and the mental improvemen 
smissed 

waders ae be supposed that a felon could pass the horrors of an arrest, and the pain: 

fal aus connected with his trial and conviction, and come to uw: out soe 

s rement of that bue: vancy of spirits of which he might have been possess en 
abatement ot tl f Tiberty or respectability. Yet this institution would suffer now na 

Haat Ne re it ossible to present an accurate exhibit of the vigor 3 intele ots Fe 

oa reed discharged ‘That the system is productive of moral good, mig 
ceive ged. 

i i i dl e be named. The well knowp 

gued from various considerations, which need not her 
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fact, that recommitments are very rare among those whose sentence are of medium 
length, speaks volumes in faver of the efforts of this State to reforni the vicious. That 
greater certainty in the detection and less severity in the prosecntion of offenders, 
would still be 2 improvement in this department of our mild and vigorous govern- 
iment we are confident. 

The plan of operation during the year just closed, has been, with rare exceptions, for 
the Instructor to spend about two hours in the foreuven, and the same in the afternoon 
of each husiness-day in the week, in visiting successively all the inmates, for the pur- 
pose of faithful and affectionate conversation with each person, on those topics relating 
to their present and future temporal and spiritual welfare, and to aid those who re- 
quire assistance in their studies; also to visit those who are learning to read, once or 
uwvice every week, for the purpuse of giving them lessons. In prosecuting our arda- 
ous work, we have been dependent for the facilities of instruction npon the benevolent 
of the age, and take pleasure in reporting, that through the prompt liberality of the 
Young Meu’s Bible Society of Pittsburg heretofore, and recently of the State Bible 
Society of Pennsylvania, we have heen well supplied with Bibles and Testaments; 
and, also, that the Female Protestant Episcopal Prayer-Book Society of Peunsylvania 
have furnished us a liberal supply of the Book of Common Prayer, the psalms and 
hymns of which are used ju public worship in the prison, every Sabbath morning. 
Ten thousand pages of religious tracts were presented to us by the Tract Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, New York; together with various volumes and miscella- 
nies, from Mr, Isaac Harvis of Pittsburg, and other private individuals, for all of which 
we tender the proper acknowledgments in behalf of ¢hose in bonds. 

NATH. CALLENDER, Moral Instructor. 

1843,.—Insrsctors’ Report. 
In the theory of our criminal jurisprudence, the bigh and truly beneficent principle 

has been adopted, that punishment is to be inflicted by fallible man on his fellow-crea- 
ture, not merely in terror, but in love. Imprisonment, with its accompaniments of 
hardships and privations, is considered in the light of moral penance ; not thundered in 
vengeance, and stripes, and blows, for the satisfaction of the State, but imposed for the 
good of the offender, to afford the means of restraint from the farther commission of 
crime, and to lead the transgressor to repentance and to reformation, 

To what extent these results could be carried, with a proper regard to economy in 
il8 process, was, of course, in its outset, a matter of experiment; at no period, however, 
was it contemplated, that the product of convict labor would become a source of reve- 
nue beyond the necessary outlays for its support. near approximation of the avails 
of labor to the expense, was the most that could be reasonably expected from the sepa- 
rate and solitary confinement of prisoners; repentance, reformation, and encourage- 
ment to return to the bosom of society, with minds renewed and hearts resolved to 
pursue a yew and better course of life, is and has heen the great object thus far of our 
system. That any particular system of prison discipline will be available in producing 
these desirable results, on the entire mass of those whose evil practices consign them 
the abode of a prison, it is in vain to hope. But that the Pennsylvania system, carried 
vat as it should be, and as we flatter ourselves it has been in the Western Penitentiary, 
leaves us no room to question its superiority in everything that claims the regard and 
consideration of the truly humane and benevolent observer. 

The principles, precepts, and practice of our holy religion are assiduously inculcated ; 
the ignorant and unlettered are taught te read and to write; the idle employed at m 
erate labor; and such as have no trades, instructed in some useful employment, suited to 
their genius and constitution. The youthful novice in crime is separated from the old 
and hardened offender, all kept separate from each other. And although, from the na- 
ture of things, it is next te impossible to prevent the passage of sound, and by an effort 
in contiguous cells they may be able to hear imperfectly each other's voice, yet they 
cannot become acquainted with each other’s features, or in that way, after the period 
of their confinement, recognize their nearest fellow-prisoner. Every possible care is 
had to cleanliness; wholesome and abundant provisions are supplied with regularity. 
‘The air and light of heaven are freely and sufficiently admitted. Their health is watched 
over with untiring attention; and religious comfort and instruction are administered 
without stint to all. JAMES ANDERSON, President, 

WILSON M‘CANDLESS, 
WiLLIAM LECKY, Inspectors. 
J. K. MOORHEAD, Treasurer, 
WM. ROBINSON, Jr., Secretary,  
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1843.—Warpen’s Report. 

our business for the past year, which may be aceaunted 

You will perceive a decline in ving operations, cansed by the dullness of 

for by & suppression in part of our manuf cm ing ope 

wales, aud depreciated prices of mannfactired ar i cen, we have, T conceive, such 

. Satisfactory as our financial condition has heretofore vents we Fe eae bits of 

1 isher reusons to rejoice at the happy influence rdace a eke a ot Md date: 

ne y who have been inmates of this prison, 8s evn oy ne tned for several years: 

ous ‘habits since their discharge, some we know, and have xe dee dad disposition 

1 3 t re Hine y a greater par! av 
.. 

oh a few have returned, yet 2 € rt have Cee Gopensa- 

and along salutary lessons given them hore. The resait, ths Be pe oeration | 

‘ ‘engeili in for 7 of carrying ) ve 5 

acrifices incurred for the ptpose g the system 2 Pere, the 

ted for the one ersevere in the good work, which alfords, as I be the 

Dat to enconrag? US 1 Pee ene ny intelligence has yet devised, of protecting Hie neve 
most efficient means which human imelligenet we 3 Sepraved roe eS onining, at 

C ‘ 1 inati rc hardened an epra , , 
in cri yntamination by the more hi | depra Ce eervation 

in crime (rom ‘ ‘ee proportion of both these offenders, a close per sonal 

aoe ee erisone eh have een admitted into the penitentiary, convine me, that 

of all the Prisoner ne, they M1 ig t and much-rcjected peoples thrust unto 

with few exceptions, they were all iguorany wing, without habits of industry, or 

jnto society without Jearning, without moral training, Wh a that so0uee OF 

i ivi ty vondered ¢ at, $ 

ality th gain an honest living, ean It be ¥ r hat, sooner oF 

mades to quay man nde against the laws, and the unbappy 1 ites of a prison | 

some offenders ¢ 8, . Ppy vice eo laree 

later, they eee tively neglected as our colored population, he itis we see so larg 

lass among the convicted. Tnternperanee 1 re Pe mperate, 

0 recei vithin the past year, 93 repor e 3 nt 

ig Of the 69 received within J 
ignorant. 

Ti temperate, and 5 moderate drinkers. A. BECKHAM, Warden. 

‘ Armstrong, 2: Bedford, 7; 
‘ re each County —~ Allegheny, 4 a i ; 

Number Fe Ter ea, a: Crawford. 2 ; Eric, 63 Gr zen, 9 3 Huntingden, 1 

Padian a Mercer 4: Somerset, 2; Venango, 23 Washington, 3; Westmore . 

a, 65 Mercer, 25 rset, 25! 

133 Warren, 9; Clarion, 2; Fayette, 12: total, 148.  teeland, 10; New York, 15 

Places of Nativity.-—Pennsylvania, 67; Germany. 83 re G ‘da Maneland 

Massachusetis, 4; Vermont, 43 Virginia, 12 sengnnds 9 Genny 53 Marine 

nectic 3 Island, 2; France, 3; Michigan, 1; Delaware, "5 ol.) 

Connec and, 21 x Hampshire, 1; Lousiana, 1; Mississippi, 1; 5- Carolina, 1 

ucky, ~4 ai Ne ME 
” 

Ser om 10% bo years, 24 20 to 80, 42; 30 to 40, 275 40 to 50, 155 50 to 69, 
ges. 

3 to 70, 1. . . . vex ; 

MO eeationa Married, 43 womarried OL; wide ON Migs 07 colored females, 3. 
~—White males, 123; white females, <3 ales, 2! 

hanya —Temperate, 14; moderate, 10; intemperate, . a van away from thelr 

Were bonnd, and served their time out, 46; were bound, and r: Yy 

; ver bound, 78. 
oe . 

mer 38 en and degree. 7; manslaughter, 2; buggery, a arson, ae horse 
ate . burglary, 19; robbery and burglary, 35 counterfeiting silver coin Mods re 

torfeiting and passing checks, 4; larceny, 68; forgery. 5: receiving olen eesite 

cons: iracy 2; passing counterfeit notes, 5; stealing United Sta ° maui, | i ember 

fi B ostoffice, 13 ape 2; robbery, 1; obtaining goods under fals pre ne TS 

assault and battery, with intent to kill, @; assault and battery, with intent to rape, 

t t 
assault and battery, i. 

1843.—Payvsician’s Report. on 
. ge 

Abdominal dropsy, 1; functional derangement of liver, 2; chronic diarrhea, wi 

indigesti ; 3 algia of stomach, 1. . 
indigestion: 1s Sea that the very same diseases which exist among, or operate upon 

ir chizens generally, produce the very same effects (more or Jess) upon t eg by cee 

on The following list’ will exhibit the number of deaths in 1843, which excee 

nach 
7 i ged 25, of thote of 1 2, 1, yellow, aged 14, of apoplexy: april 1 white, aged eed 

isis 5 6, 1, yellow, aged 18, of neryons ver; J 20, 1, ae 

test Angst 28. 1, white, aged. 26, of consumption; October 17, 1, blac 

: 3 g' 

‘ 
ing i the 

“the ‘et ergot is reported upon the journal as entering 1D good health, and # 
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cause, or causea mducing so extensive, violent, and speedily fatal case as this proved to 
be, is rather difficult tu explain. 

Below you have those now under treatment, with their several diseases, thought to 
involve serious consequences, namely :— 

Scrofula, contracted in the prison, 1; bronchitis, contracted in the prison, 1; partial 
paralysis, contracted in the prison, 1; consumption, entered diseased, 2; scrofula, en- 
tered diseased, 1. 

With the exception of the cases just cited, the prison is now in as healthy a condition 
as at auy period of the year; constipation constituting the principal complaint. 

To satisfy your minds, as well as the minds of the public, aud oppose the arguments 
urged against the system of solitary confinement adupted by his State, as tending to 
engender mental disease an bodily infirmities, 1 would refer you back for the last five 
years. Ou the first of Junuary, 1839, there was in the prison 134 convicts: and the 
aggregate number received since then, is 391, in ail 525. Out of this number 21 deaths 
have occurred, making an average of 4 per cent. on the scale of fatality. 

J. H. SMITH, Physician. 

1843.—Morat Instrucror’s Report. 

The avidity with which the convicts embrace the favor of books of instruction and 
wholesome entertainment, and even their limited task of labor, not only to beguile the 
tedious hours of solitade, but also fur improvement, is not only conservative of men 
and physical health, but is all favorable to their moral and religious culture, and serves 
to encourage those who labor for their good. We have had an ample supply of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Book of Common Prayer, furnished. Our supply of school 
books has been principally procured with the donation of visitors—while we have been 
indebted to benevolent individuals for a limited supply of other reading matter. To 
which have been added frequent parcels of religious tracts and temperance publica- 
tiens, from Mr. Isaac Harris, the prisoner’s thoughtful friend. Were the demand for 
miscellancons hooks more generally known, and properly considered, it might be am- 
ply supplied {rom the libraries of the benevolent thus appropriating their surplas 
volumes. Of 70 convicts received this year, 13 were unable to read when committed. 
All of whom, except 2 under medical attendance, are endeavoring to learn, and some 
of them are making proficiency. Of those discharged during the year just closed, 19 
could not read when they entered prison. These, with one exception, had learned to 
read, some of them but tolerably, others with ease and accuracy. The Instructor has 
devoted as muchi time to teaching, reading, writing, and the simple rules of arithmetic, 
ag appeared to him compatible with his moral and ministerial obligations to the insti- 
tution, 

NATH, CALLENDER, Moral Instructor. 

1844.—Inspectors’ Report. 

In presenting our annual report to the Legislature, we again congratulate you upon 
the complete success attending the Pennsylvania system of prison discipline. " Fiercely 
attacked as it has been, upon the gratuitous assumption that it partook more of the 
barbarism of former ages than the mild and benevolent usages of modern Christendom, 
an experience of twenty years has proved the fallacy of these phillipics, and illustrated 
its benefits and tested its results. 

An associate system of labor never can be conducive to reformation. The novitiate 
never can be improved by intercourse with the hardened convict; and although they 
may both be watched with untiring vigilance by discreet overseers, yet the practiced 
criminal will communicate his baneful vices, by more than sympathetic influence, to the 
tender and susceptible mind of the youthful offender. 

It is true that under the separate system, the criminal has no communication other 
than that which he enjoys with the officers aud inspectors of the penitentiary, but this 
very seclusion brings his mind to the contemplation of his former misdeeds, which is 
the first step towards a genuine ameudment of life. 
_ We cun cite instances, within our present observation, of men who entered this pen- 
itentiary without a trade, and with little or no education, who are now moral and re- 
spectable members of the community in which they live, pursuing thetr avocations with 
au ardor aad indastry evincive of their gratitude to this public benefaction. 

If, in the present pecuniary embarrassment of the State, you cannot erect and endow 
an asylum for the insaue, we must urge upon you the propriety and necessity of  
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izing us to establish, within the prison walls, a hospital for the reception of the 
See yer of demeuted conviets sebich may uuhappily come under our supervi- 
gion. The eccurrence is rare that they become so after they enter the penitentiary i 
but, in many instances, they are seut here, after the commissivu of crime, because there 
js no other barrier to protect society from their demonuiac depredaticas, sa th 

There is a convict of this character now immured in one of our cells, for such is a e 
sentence of the law. He came here in this lainentable condition. The humane [reat 
ment of the Warden, and the medical skill of the Physican, may have modified, but 

" isease. . 

cate aeongly soeeead this subject to the early attention of the Legislatare. 
JAMES ANDERSON, President 
WILSON M‘CANDLESS, 
WM. LECKY, > Inspectors. 
J. K. MOORHEAD, Treasurer, J 
WM. ROBINSON, Jr., Secretary, 

1844.—Warpen’s Report. 

ay of January, 1844, we had in confinement 148 inmates—143 males 
ands pels We have Deeeived 60 within the year, and discharged 78—50 by the 
expiration of sentence, 21 by the pardon of the Governor, 1 by the pardon of the Pres- 
ident, and 6 by death; leaving ia confinement, at date, 130—122 males and 8 females: 

ing 2 yease of 18 within the year. / 
One ee neanber of prisoners received since the opening of the prison, Jaly 31. 
1826, to the 1st day of January, 1845, is 1,045. Of these, 854 were white mules, 145 
colored males, 18 white females, and 28 colored femates. | ; 

It might be well to mention, as one of the most favorable features in the separate 
system, that the invention of cruel modes of punishment, so much dwelt upon in other 
risons, is not necessary in this ; ine a government of the prisoners being conducte: 

! 3 ki s than arsh and cruel treatment. more by firmness and kindnes: y rate TAM, Warden. 

Weaving, $3,320 90; shoemaking, 4,978 05; oakum picking, 295 00; 
ere 1,534 11: total, $10,128 06 audize : total, 12 , 

sn nisbursement: .—Subsistence, $9,475 07; stock, 652 99: total, $10,128 06. 
Number received from each County.—Allegheny, 47; Armstrong, 1; Bedford, 6; 

Beaver, 10; Butler, 3; Cambria, 2; Crawford, 6; Erie, 9; Green, 1; Huntingdon, 4 
Mercer, 2; Somerset, 2; Venango, 1; Washington, 9; Westmoreland, 10; Warren, 2; 
United States, 3: Clarion, 3; Fayette, 9: total, 130. ; 

were married, 101 unmarried, and £3 widows and widowers. 9 temperate, 11 
oderate, and 110 intemperate. 
age —erom 10 to 20 years, 23; 20 to 30, 28; 30 to 40, 25; 40 to 50, 13; 50 to 60, 

40; 60 to 70, 1. 
Color.—White males, 110; colored males, 12; colored females, 8. 
Previous Occupation.—Butcher, 1; plasterer, 1; brewer, 1; silk manufacturer, 1; 

cooks, 5; laborers, 47 ; papermaker, 1; blacksmiths, 5; chambermaid, 1; wagoners, 
2; gentleman, 1; coopers, 4; tailors, 2; clockmaker, 1; coachmaker, 1: waiters, 
watchmaker, 1; stage drivers, 2; house servants, 5; fisherman, 1; chairmakers, 
machinist, 1; clerks, 2; boatmen, 8; engineer, 1; driver on canal, 1; bakers, 
stonecutters, 2; shoemakers, 5; housework, 3; painters,2; doctor, 1; carpenters, 
cabinetmaker, 1; skindresser, 1; glovemaker, 1; tobacconist, 1; coal diggers, 
moulders, 2; idleness, 1; farmer, 1. . : 

Place of Nativity.—Pennsylvania, 61; Germany, 4; Ireland, 1; New York, 16; 
Massachusetts, 2; Vermont, 1; Virginia, 6; England, 7; Canada, 3; Maryland, 7; 
Spain, 1; New Jersey, 3; Rhode Island, 1; France, 2s Michigan, 1; Ohio, 3; Ken- 
tucky, 5; New Hampshire, 1; Louisiana, 1; Mississipi, 1; South Carolina, 1; Maine, 

? plaware, 

‘ i pela of Sentences.—For 1 year, 10; 1 year and 10 months, 1; 1 year and 3 months, 
2; lyear and 6 months, 7; 2 years, 24; 2 years and 2 months, 1; 2 years and 6 months, 
73 3 years, 24; 3 years and 3 months, 1; 3 years and 6 months, 1; 4 years, 12; 
years and 6 months, 1; 5 years, 12: 6 years, 9; 7 years, 4; 8 years,3; 8 years 
6 months, 1; 9 years, 2; 10 years, 3; 12 years, 5. 
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1844.—Puysictan’s Rerorr. 

‘The following embraces the number of deaths, namely, paralysis, 1, white, aged 26, 
marasmus, 1, black, aged 25; consumption, I, ycllow, aged 18; bronchitis, 1, white, 
aged 22; serofula, 2, black, aged 90 and 32. 
Two of these were serionsly affected on entering, the others contracted their disease 

in prison, Siuce the Ist of April, although various diseases, such as torpidity of liver, 
mucons and biliovs diarrhoea, dysentery, pleurisy, catarrhs, etc., have existed, all 
vielded, without much difficulty or length of time, to medicinal agents, except 3. The 
first of these is a protracted case of scrofulous affection of the skin, latterly disposed to 
jeave that position and concentrate upon the lungs. The second was strongly predis- 
posed te consimption on entering, and since then, that diseaase has assumed a settled 
character. The third is a neuralgic affection of stomach, bowels, and testes. 

No. 1,009, a youth naturally of weak intellect, has, since his entrance, continued 
swithout much variation until the 20th inst., whea he exhibited strong symptoms of in- 

ty, aml remains thus, though more calm and mich less vicious. With the exception 
of pese four cases, and five or six others slighty indisposed, the prison is now in good 
health. 

Ju the report of 1843, I was unable to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, why “ dis- 
eases of the respiratory organs and glandular system should constitnte the majority,” 
as they seemed to do; but another year’s experience, and careful examination, have 
convin me that those diseases, thongh they appear. do not, in fact, constitute the 
majority, So far as deaths are concerned, they certs uly exceed; but is not this the 
fact everywhere? How seldom do we find diseased lungs or scrofula cured ? 
we take into account the variety of other diseases that ocenr among the prisoners, 
there is not more than an equal ratio of these affections compared with out-door cases. 

J. H. SMITH, Physician. 

1844.—Morat Insrrvctor’s Report. 

Of the 130 prisoners now in this penitentiary, there are 31 who acknowledge that 
they were Sabbath-breakers of the most flagrant character. Their career of vice com- 
menced with gambling and drinking on the Sabbath. A large majority of all the pris» 
oners admit that they were utterly careless of the Lord’s day, and were habitual 
‘yinkers, and most of them drunkards. Few were ever members of any Christian 
church; nine ont of the whole number profess to he Roman Catholics. The others 
profess to have been brought up in the faith of the various Protestant denomiuations. 

The most serious objection brought against the system of separate confirement by 
ita opponents, is laid in its reputed tendency to produce insanity. If such, indeed, be 
its tendency. the history of this prison presents a singalar exception to this influence. 
Among the 130 prisoners now incarcerated within its walls, there is but a single case 
of insinity, and this one is supposed to have been slightly deranged at the time of his 
Grst imprisonment; and during the eight years it has been under the supervision and 
control of the present Warden, there have occurred Int two cases of mental derange- 
ment. It ig passing strange that kere, among seven or eight hundred prisoners, and 
daring the long period of eight years, there should have been found but two instances 
of insanity, if the native tendency of solitary confinement is to produce it. 

It is likewise worthy of observation, as one of the excellences of the solitary system 
over the other, and one of its great protections against insanity, that under it, more fa- 
cilities are afforded for reformation. There is far more time for reading, and more 
opportunities, on the part of the Moral Instrnetor, to communicate instrnetion by per- 
sonal intercourse, He has access to each prisoner at any hour of the day, and for any 
reasonaLie time. It is thus that a desire can be excited and cherished in the minds of. 
ihe prisoners to be restored again to respectability among men. The testimony of 
vavious individuals, who, since their liberation, have conducted themselves with be- 
soming propriety. could be adduced in favor of the salutary tendencies of this system 
over the other. One, who had suffered imprisonment in the Ohio penitentiary, declared 
that, had the same kind and considerate treatment been extended to him. in his first 
imprisonment, which he received here, he would never again have been guilty of a 
violation of the Jaw. 

A. W. BLACK, Moral Instructor.  
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1845.—Inspscton’s Report. 
tl ber of com een a gradual reduction of the numbe jog th years, there has been a gr: re 0 ener of cae 

5 Paring orison, of about 44 per cent. each year. Thus, on the 1st a jam y, 1842. 
iheve were in coufinemenut 151. and on the Ist mstant, 130, making in a : zi yer c C . 

iminn fnumbers over § for each y . oo 2 first organ 
See steal for alleviating the miseries of public prisons, ome Sate ae ea ized association for that benevolent ebject, had its inception in Us Stat oe carly ne 787 Prior 10 that period, the lufty battlements and massive wal sa nd iron bolts 
nnd bars of prisons, were constructed merely for the incareet anton hag nodes OF oF 
»nders— 2ep them within ihe firm grasp of the 7 to await th nt or on 

tauictions sulfa i penalties—and what were the penalties then inficted by its stern 
1 ates? The stblic exposure of the pillory—the 4 ates? he revolting and public exposure ery ihe yet more cruel 
moe of brandine evopping, chaining te the wheel-barrow, whipping, contin ome i 
ye toathecuie dungeons loaded with irons, aud death, were the or inary modes of vindi- cating the inajesty of offended law. Prisons were ideous to our on or to too nai 

cin very atenosp vas corr stilential, infectious—morally as we very atmosphere was corrupt, pes : n } 2s physi 
ane 7 Urat dav aud desolaie period, these ow fellow-mortals were: i a mes sure de- 
ned “even necessaries, ali the commonest comforts o existence. pn ap ed ane be 

i red id—without useful employme f ke rneagre and squatid. witho fi ue ¢ a P commortable 
rete a hamane and healiltal supervision, advice, or contre ioc ak obama sab bath 

vie . Seriptures—1 ster 0 gos services—no copy of the Holy Seriptures—no mini: a ps , 
tor to ad ‘inister the “ Word of Life” to their wounded and immortal being. 
‘or to aman JAMES ANDERSON, 

J. K. MOORHEAD, | 
WILSON M,CANDLESS, } Inspectors. 
WM. LECKY, . 
WM. ROBINSON, Jz., 

   

    

  

   

  

  
    

    

   

1845,—-Warpen’s Report. 

vi i rely to Ju tnis enlightened and Christian age, laws are passed with W for hie anieleede be 
rotect society from farther depredatious, and punish the criminal a his misdeeds by 

riufiuement within the walls of a prison, but likewise for the higher, ; 
Christian end of reforming and improving the convict. st is necessary at all times to 

In all well-regulated institutions, as a priate fami Sepmettion east at dimes to 
tak i 7 aracter, s , d serutinize with great care the char: : ‘ ase 

array and have to manage and control, before we can decide upon the proper mor 
treatment, or judiciously select the means adapted to produce the est res alts oe and 

There is pe ‘haps no situation in which a man’s character, dispos' » te per, and 
strength of mind can be so advantageously investigated, “8 in a separate {pbartment. 

intelli : i iscover his good and his evil qualities, ig igent keeper will soon discover g is b : se 
eee of his intellect. He may then manage hin accordingly. Gn few points 

have the community been more mistaken than in the character of conv ic 8) whe are 
vs i t class of beings, with many instar unfortonate, uneducated, and ignoran c bei ay dow 

cunning and few of intelligence. You will occasionally find a sprightly, shrewd one 
among them, but his education neglected and his associations and habits o! iS * 
ki 

    

. seas f 
Among them are many that are not proper subjects for a penitentiary. ory Sapose 

the States provision is made for such persons, and I am glad ‘to see evinced 2 flispose 
tion for a similar provision in Pennsylvania. She has heretofore, mani ee eae 
regard for the vicious, while the claims of the imbecile and the luna! 

e 

i i i ition, with 
lected. advantages of the separate system, next consider the evil of recognition, a 
reference to its effects upon prisoners inclined ts repent an ene we ‘may have Te: 

yr 4 to the admonitions w’ a Whether a man really repents or listens ‘ 2 ion ee ee aT aye 
rh i Hl wi him with disastrous influence. o 1 0c} ceived, this evil will operate upon 0 “on the social aye 

the path of honesty, he may sucee gt 
Cimracioe of aabchel member o i he will live in constant dread of having | a useful member of society, but e@ will li of having 
ie Se ane ‘suddenly forfeited by the recognition, a am abandoned fellow: Previows 

o the past days of his life, of which, but for 
who may be vempiod 1 expose have had the slightest knowledge. ii in prison, he might never ave had the slig ig oof 
~ eee prisoners, who had been inmates in this Prison, recently met at the house 8s 
the Moral Instructor, to get friendly counsel and advice, and to thank him for kind- 
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    nesses shown them while in prison; and while in we iting, held conversation together, 
and parted without the slightest kuowledve of each other: 

, 
The a Vautages, however, of individual “paration, are not merely of a preventive 

character. Tt not ouly preveuts corrupt interconrse, but it affords (> the prisoner di- 
rect facilities for reflection anal sel@iu provement, Tithe retirement of his cell, the 
pusover is cnt off from the moans of becoming a worse man. He is at least compelled 
ta think, whether innocent or enilty of the offence with which he is charged. What- 
ever be the nature of bis previons habits and character, he has opportunities of pro- 
moting his moral and religions welfare, which, under sneh circumstances, the best of 
men would do well to imitat Je is farnished with the Scriptures; he is provided 
WED books suited te bi ony he is visited by the Moral Instructor; he has the 
privilege of the preached gospel, - Those only who are aware of the mischievous effeets of acquaintanceship farmed in 
the: social System. cau appreciaie the evi growing out of such a system. It is well 
Known that robberies are planned duirntg coutinement, ta be exeented on the liberation 
uf the purties, 

  

      

      
All this the Pennsylvania system avoids; and whatever discipline is necessary to 

correct and subdue, may be qnietly and silently imposed. The augry passions are not 
rec up. wova seuse of personal degradation forced Upon the helpless convict. Unt to state that uo ver has closed since L have had charge of this institu. > Little reproni’ or puuishinent has been necessary, and the prisouers eujoyed 

letter health and foclings. 
On the Ist of Jannary, 1845, we had in confinement, 130 inmates—199 males, and 

8 females. We have received 70 within the year, and discharged 70: 42 by expiration 
of sentence, 23 by pardons, 1 by writ of error, and 4 by death—leaving in confine- 
ment, at date, 130-126 males and 4 feniales 

° 

   

    

     

     

    

A. BECKHAM, Warden, 

1845.—Puvsictan’s Report. 
In the report of the prison for the year 1843, Dr. Smith states that from January, 

1839, to January, 1844, there lad bee 525 convicts in the prison, and from this num- 
her Int one case of insanity is recorded, During the year of my attendance, now ter- 
mating, there has been but one insane convict. meutioned in Dr. Smith's report for 
B44, and the record of his admission, and Previous history, prove that, although he 
became more violent and freuzicd during part of his coufinement in the Prison, his in- 
sully was anterior to the period of his adinission, Tam aware that the report of the Warden af the Rhod lated, when considered by itself, to establish the injuriou: tem” upon the minds of convicts. He states that, of “ 40 prisoners committed while 
the Strictly solita ‘ys m owas in operation, 10, or 1-4 of the whole num er, mani- 
tested decided symptoins of derangement!” and exultingly reports that “of the 19 
committed since the system was abandoned, 3 only have shown symptoms of derang: 
ment!” ov nearly 1-67 Even this happy result of the change 16, can be contemplated but with horror. Now Perience of Penusylvania and Rhode Island? Of 5 ientiary of Peunsylvania, 1 only “ manitested symptoms of derangement,” but, in 
hode Island, 10 out o: ! 

, , 
Occasionally, a prisoner, in a short time after h 

  

  
  

© Island State Prison is caleu- s effects of the ‘separate sys-   

  

e is shut up in his cell, under a feel- y 33 and separation from the world, and of entire dependence upon the of- 
ficers of the prison, is clisposed ta yield himself up fo a nervous and excited state of 
apprehension. He cannot tell why he is so, but he feels miserable—in a state of a ita~ 
ton and dread. ujudicious management, jll-timed harshness, or apparent want of 
Sylapathy with or iaterest in his situation, might readily urg % 

, and conscientious Warde 7 
under standing his condition, appreciating his distress, will scarce ever fail, by judicious 
eatment, to calm his disturbe mind, encourage hia sinking spirit, and lead him, with 
comparative contentment and cheerfulness to engage in his allotted task. My monthly reports embrace all the details concerning the health of the 

   

nder the ‘Separate systein’”? ™may enjoy as goud health as under any other system, or even, con- 
sidering their previous habits of life, as the community at large. 
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On the first of January, I found upon the sick list:—In an advanced stage of pulmo- 
nary consumption, 1; with scrofulous tubercles on face, back, and chest, and diseased. 
lungs, 1; subject to frequent attacks of epilepsy and with scrofulous abscess, 1; nen- 
ralgia, with chronic inflammation of stemach aud bowels.1; paralysis of the muscles 
of one eye, 1; insane, 1. 

The first-mentioned will again be referred to among cases which terminated fatally. 
One was discharged by expiration of sentence, June 5th, with health very greatly im- 
roved. Que ig still ander treatment; his case was much improved fur several months, 
ut his health again is failing. One was cured,and has been regularly at work for 

months. Oue was cured, althongh for a time his disease increased. Que was muc 
improved when discharged by Executive clemency, May 7th. 

Daring the year 66 prisoners have been discharged by expiration of sentence or par- 
don. Of this number 61 were in good health, and 5 were in feeble health—3 of the 
jast number in better health than at the time of their admission, and of the whole num- 
ber, 13 were in improved health. . . ; 

Seventy prisoners have been received during the year: of this number, 41 were in 
good health, and 17 in impaired health; and of 12 in apparent good health. 3 tad been 
subject to rheumatisin, 2 had tendency to pleuritic inflammation, 1 had suffered from 
repeated attacks of hemorrhage from the lungs, and 6 were descended froin parents 
who had died of pulmonary consumption. 

The whole namber of prisoners for 1845, was 200: of this number 4 have died, viz. + 
April 28. 1, of tubercular consumption, hereditary; June 15, 1, of chronic inflam. 

mation of liver and bowels; June 22, 1, of tubercular consumption, hereditary ; June 
25, 1, of tubercular consumption, hereditary. 

On admission, 2 were recorded as in gocd health; 1 as having cough, and pain in 
side; 1 as having lungs diseased. 

At the time of death, 1 bad been in prison 2 years 4 months; 1 do. 4 years and 10 
months; 1 do. 1 year and 9 months; i do. 3 years. 

The mortality of the year thus appears to have been two per cent. 
Very few of the many cases prescribed for during the year, require special notice. 

Most of them were of simple functional disturbance, and chietly of the digestive organs. 
One was twice attacked with severe hemorrhage from the lungs; and although his 
health, for many weeks, has appeared to be very good, he will, doubtless, ultimately, 
sink under disease of the Jungs. 

One is in feeble health, suffering under chronic disease of lungs and liver. One was 
reduced to a very exhausted state, from the effects of a Jarge abscess of the thigh: his 
health is entirely restored. 

T. F. DALE, Physician. 

1845.—Morau Instructor’s Rerorr. 

According to the directions given me, I have regularly visited all the prisoners shut 
up within these walls, passing from cell to cell iu daily communication with them— 
teaching the ignorant aud uneducated the first rudiments of learning. 

In the department of common school instraction, the improvement of the prisoners 
will be seen in the following statement of their present condition, compared with what 
it was on their entrance into this place: Of the 130 prisoners now suffering imprison- 
ment here, 85 can read, write, and cipher; some of them possess a remarkable knowl- 
edge of arithmetic; 43 were acqnaiuted, though imperfectly, with these branches at 
the time of their imprisonment, The others have learned, some of them to cipher only, 
and the rest all the brauches in the prison; 42 ean read and write only, most of whom 
have leacned these since their confinement. There are 10 who can read only, and all 
of these, except three, have learned this in the prison. There is bat one prisoner una- 
ble to read—he is an cld man, of feeble iutellect, who has almost all his life been a 
drunkard. He is indisposed to make an effort at learning ; he has, however, been but 
a short time in prison, and he may be able to learn when the bewildering novelty of 
solitude has worn off. 

Of the 70 received during the past year, 5 were unable to read; 4 of these have 
learned to read, though imperfectly ; the other is the old man referred to above. 

The moral and religious instruction of these unfortunate aud criminal beings, has 
occupied, as its immense importance deserves, a large share of attention. I bave uni 
formly endeavored to preach the gospel to them in the simple and plain language 
appropriate to a prison-house. 

Tn connection with this spiritual teaching, I have labored to impress upon the mind.   
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Expenditures.—Paid for subsistence and materiale for manufacturing, $15,126 21; 
salaries of officers, 7,894 50: total, $23,020 71. 

J. K. MOORHEAD, Treasurer. 

Receipts. Weaving, $2,203 17; shoemaking, 5,392 89; oakum picking, 147 63 ; 
merchandize, 1,924 46: total, $9,668 15, 

Disbursements.—To subsistence, $9,187 10; to stock, 481 05: total, $9,668 15. 
Number received from each County.—Allegheny, 60; Armstrong, 2; Bedford, 6; 

Beaver, 10; Butler, 2; Cambria, 1; Clarion, 1; Erie, 13; Fayette, 3; Green, 1; Hun- 
tingdon, 2; Jefferson, 2; Mercer, 3; Venango, 1; Washington, 3; Westmoreland, 9; 
Warren, 1; Potter, 1; Crawford, 6; Indiana, 1; United States, 2: total, 130. 

Sez.—Males, 126; fermles, 4. 
Color.—White males, 109; colored males, 4; colored females, 17. 

Relations. —Married, 78; unmarried, 47; widows and widowers, 5. 
Habits. —Temperate, 11; moderate, 11; intemperate, 108. . 
Occupation. —Cooks, 7 ; miners, 2; laborers, 55; distiller, 1; blacksmiths, 2; wag- 

oners, 2; boatmen, 5; coopers, 3; Shoemakers, 4; toolmaker, 1; plasterer, 1; coach. 
maker, 1; carpenters, 5; chairmaker, 1; brewer, 1; cabinetmaker,1; engineer, 1; 
stage drivers, 3; sailors, 2; painters, 2; butcher, 1; tailors, 3; housework, 2; ma 
chinist, 1; Farmers, 6; moulder, 1; brickmoulder, 1; bakers, 2; nail cutter, 1; 
forgeman, 1; house servants, 2; nurse, 1; pilot, 1; whipmaker, 1; schoolboy, 1; 
stonecutters, 2; shinglemaker, 1; barber, 1; doctor 1. 

Ages.—Froim 10 to 20, 13; 20 to 30, 66; 30 to 40,29; 40 to 50, 18; 50 to 60, 4. 
Places of Nativity. —Pennsylvania, 62; New York, 19; Maryland, 4; Ireland, 11; 

France, 1; Vermont, 2; Virginia, 6; Canada, 1; Germany, 3; Spain, 1; England, 5; 
New Hampshire, 1; New Jersey, 1; Ohio, 3; Kentucky, 2; Maine, 1; Massachusetts, 
1; Connecticut, 1; Alabama, 1; Arkansas, 1; Rhode Island, 1; Georgia, 1 

Term of Sentences.—For 1 year, 13; 1 year and 2 months, 1; 1 year and 3 months, 3; 
1 year and 6 months, 10; 1 year and 10 months, 1+ 2 years, 24; 2 years and 2 months, 
1; 2 years and 6 months, 5; 3 years, 25; 3 years and 3 months, 1; 4 years,9; 5 years, 
10; 5 years and 6 months, 1; 6 years,8; 7 years, 3; 8 years, 3; 8 years and 6 months, 
1; 9 years, 1; 10 years, 3; 18 years, 1; 20 years, 1; 12 years, 1 

Crimes.— Arson, 9; murder, 3; murder, second degree, 5; larceny, 70: stealing U. 
States’ mail, 1; forgery, 5: burglary, 10; horse stealing, 7; burglary and horse steal 
ing, 1; conspiracy, 1; larceny and horse stealing, 4; passing counterfeit coin, 2; for- 
gery and larceny, 1; passing counterfeit money, 2; larceny and arson, ay counterfeit- 
ing the U. States coin, 1; making and passing counterfeit money, 1; malicious mischief, 
killing a mare, 1; bigamy, 2; receiving stolen goods, 1; assault and battery with in- 
tent to kill, 1; rubbery, 1. 

Recommitted second time, 14; recommitted third time, 1. 

1846.—Inspectors’ REPORT. 

With pride and satisfaction we refer to the details of the officers presiding over the 
different departments of this establishment, which exhibit a degree of health, reforma- 
tion, and discipline, without a parallel in the history of any prison. 

The superiority of the Separate system is no longer a theory—it is a fixed fact, tested 
and strengthened by ample experience. That which has been the theme of a lung 
and vexed controversy, has become, in the judgment of the enlightened and humane, 
an undeniable truth; and the wisdom that projected, adopted, and perfected the code, 
has its fruition in the restoration to society of lost and prodigal members, and in the 
spontaneous blessings of the converted. Religion and humanity demanded a revolution 
in the treatment of the wicked and unfortunate. To punish alone, is a sentiment at- 
tributable to the dark ages. To reform and not to crush the “ bruised reed,” is an 
emanation of Christian charity. That same benevolence which animated the heart and 
regulated the actions of the benign Founder of Pennsylvania, and which he grafted 
upon the public institutions of the State, is illustrated in the legislation of your prede- 
cessors upon a subject so vital to the maintenance of a proper system of municipal econo- 
my. The high prerogative of punishment is exercised with a delicacy that becomes 
erring man, and the portals of the prison are no longer the entrance to barbarous treat- 
ment and vicious associations. The convict is unknown to his fellow-convict. Except 
to his keeper, his name is an oblivion, and upon the expiration of hig sentence, recog: 
nition is impossible, even by those who have labored for years in an adjoining apart- 
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a eri oe ern mandate of jhe law is obeyed, and the ends of public justice nsw , © goes tree, without the mark of Cain upon hi i ‘ 
7 ve ga a him, and if bie vices, he can mingle in the busy throng of life, exempt from the badge of dew of ich would otherwise, from exposure, attach to Ins person, ~ Sorace ang nike the conaregate system, his inlercourse is with the eo n 8 averseer, in place of being an objec. istrus s 

binds hig een sprit gf an object of distrust and 

Instead of addressing n his fears throug instrume. 
his selfrespect ay gh the instrument | tent principle uf his manhood, is and hi j 

. ten J , , and his bette g- ment isealled into activity by well-timed and wholesome admonition accompanied i rafle sympathy aeith dhe ore ttation of the Separate system is one 0 love, forbeay. a allicted, brotherly kinduess, and charity: + : to state that muck of cur success in this institution is Swine oy ie eae sappy inating selection of officers possessing these qualities. ° 
JAMES ANDERSON, 
J. K. MOORHEAD, 
WILSON MC 
WILLIAM I 
WM. ROBINSO 7 JR, 

‘Onet, 

1846.—Warven’s Report. 
On the first of January, 1846, we had i J , . , © confinement 130 inmates — 19) A females. we have received 60 within the year, and discharged C443 bo cert entence, y pardon, and 6 by death; leaving in ¢ “thi 6 

io ; 5 3 leaving in confine 8 fal gn ee males and > females and manifesting, by their deportment, anuatte mission to t y discipline i id possibly 

he expected or even sion le necessary discipline of the prison, as could possibly 
The whole number of prisoners received since the o 1826, to the Ist day of Jannary, 1847, is 1,175—962 white is jest ne, prgson, on Tal 4 8. 

hite males and 20 females, and 
A. BECKHAM, Warden. 

160 colored males and 33 female 

onen TP en Cooks, 33 miner, 1 i, laborers, 46; distiller, 1; blacksmiths 6; wag. y 15 y ; opers, 2; shoemakers, 2 - merchants, 2: I , L carder, 1; carpenters, 4; weavers 2; Gy "som, 17 seamateege, 4 yok 
a 3 ers, 4; avers 2 ; brewer, 1; stanemason, 1; seamstress, 1; gineer, * prage driver, 24 sailor, 1; painters, 3; washerwoman, 1; tailors, 4; house, 123 mst, 1; farmers, 5; moulder, 1; brick Ider, 2; bak: j 7 

Ti forgermnn, Te daggers, 5 der, 1; moulder, 2; bakers, 3; nailcutter, ervants, 2; circus rider, 1; wurses,2: pilot I; : clerk, 1; Poe ay ers Be shinglemaker, 1; barber 1s idleness, 1 Gener: pedir, mi 'ge.—From 10 te 20, 12; 9 2 5 ’ 3 to 5 "50 
soe ra, 1 A 0 to 30, 62; 30 to 40, 29; 40 to 50, 18; 50 to 60, 4; 
Number received durin, the followin N ring the following years.—1826, 103 182 235 1830, 395 as, 44; 1838, 373 183%, 68) 1834, 48: 1335, 6B ; » 56; 1839, 84; 1840, 79; 1841, 90; 18497 69: ; 70; 1846, 60: total, 1,175. 904 1842, 695 1843, 70 Number discharged during the following years.—1826, 0; 1827, 6 time expired, 2 

3 1828, 48; 1829, 
7 1836, 53; 1837, 
+ 1844, 60; 1845, 

pardoned, 5 escaped ; 1898; 15 time ex i 
A 15 ¢ 7 1828; pired, 4 pardoned, 2 died. 5 es : died T esanna § ghardoned, 1 recommitted ; 1830, 31 time expited. 9 terdemen , ; , 33 time expired, 6 pardoned, I died: 1839. 13 ti ire 10 pardoned, 2 died, 1 escaped, 1 rec i : ‘ime expired, 16 peepee 

f , 2 died, , tted; 1833, 32 time expired : 3 died, 1 escaped; 1834 16 time expired , ned, ved, | esonpe ye ardoned 
‘ , 8 3 = ‘pired, 15 pardoned, 2 died, 1 : mitted; 1835.29 time expired, 5 ‘di i + ited | 1890 08 ee 

a 5 pardoned, 4 died, 1 recommitted ; 1836 i Pired, 2 pardoned, 4 died, 2 escaped. itt tg Need dx 
1, d, ped, 2 recommitted; 1837, 51 ti ired, loned ; 1838, 42 time expired, 9 pardoned, 2 ; } in pired, 12 vatdoeey 2 died, 1 committed suicide; 1840. 54 time expired, 19 pedometer’, 

> . i . 54 time expired, 19 pard d,1 died; 18 ang expired, 7 pardoned, 7 died; 1842, 46 time expired, 16 pardoned, 5 died ; ada, tans, expired, § died, JS pardoned ; 1844, 50 time expired, 22 pardoned, 6 died ; » » 23 pa i ; i: i 
parioned, F 6 exp ey ub , 4 died, t writ of error; 1846, 43 time expired, 15 

umber received since the admission of first pri: i 
umber sion of soner, July 1, 1826.—Whit oe ite females, 20; colored males, 160; colored females, 33: total, L175. males, ed time out, ; mami time, 

recommitiod Sad ce at, 28; were never bound, 98. oO ited 2nd 4°  
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Place of Nativity—Pennsylvania, 52; New York, 22; Maryland, 5; Ireland, 13: 
Vermont, 1; Virginia, 7; Canada, 1; Germany, 63 England, 5; New Jersey, 2; Ohio, 
3; Kentucky, 2; Maine, 1; Massachasetis,2; Connecticut, 1; Alabama, 1; Rhode 
Island, 1; Georgia, 1. 

Term of Sentences. For 6 months, 2; 8 months, 1; 1 year, 18; 1 year and 6 months, 
16; 2 years, 27; 2 years aud G months, 2; 3 years, 2 3 years aud 3 months, 1; 3 
years aud 4 months, 1; 3 years and 6 months, 2; 4 years, 8; 5 years, 9; 5 years and 
6 months, 1; 6 years, 6; 8 years, 2; 8 years and 6 months, 1; 9 years, 1; 10 years. 

5, 1; 20 years, I. 

murder, 4; murder, 2nd degree, 3; larceny, 60; forgery. 4+ 
burglary, 11; horse stealing, 6; burglary and horse stealing, 1; conspiracy, 73 larceny 
and horse stealing, 4; ing counterfeit coin, 1; forgery and larceny, 1 
counterfeit money, 1; larceny and arson, 1; counterfeiting the U. 8. cola 

ischief, killing gray mi ; bigawy, 1; receiving stolen goods, 1; 
tery, with intent to kill, robbery, 4; rape, 3; ravish, 1. . 

Receipts —Weaving, $2,403 94; shoemaking, 4,975 09; merchandize, 396 13: total, 

$7,775 16. 
Disbursemenis.—Subsistence, $7,322 913 stock, 452 25: total, $7,775 16. 

1846.—Pnysician’s Report. 
* 

Much less sickness has prevailed than during the former year. This is gratifying, 
and presents continued evidence that the Separate system of imprisonment, as here ad- 
ministered, is not injurious to the physical or mental health of convicts. Ia my last 
annual report I stated this conviction of my mind, after one year's observation and ex- 
perience, and now unreservedly declare that that opinion is fully sustained and con- 
firmed. It can be no longer necessary to go over the arguments drawn, a priori, from 
the circumstances which surround the prisoner, to show the probability, the reasonable 
belief and expectation, that health would not be injured; the reports from this, as well 
as from the Eastern Penitentiary of this State, establish the fact of this system of im- 
prisonment being consistent with as good a state of health as is ordinarily enjoyed in 
the workshops of artisans, when proper allowance is made for the previous sand 
habits of those who fill our prisons. It would seem indeed that assent to the truthful- 
ness of this fact, can only be withheld by that discourtesy which would attribute mis- 
representation of facts and statistics, or that partisan prejudice which is determined to 
view the subject only through its own jaundiced medium—it concludes, before sufti- 
cient examination, that things cannot be so, and therefore refuses to look at and weigh 
the evidence that they are so. 

During the year but few cases of disease of acute character have occurred that were 
either severe or of long duration. With the exception of the cases which terminated 
fatally, and to which particular reference will be made hereafter, most of those for 
which I was called upon to prescribe, were very slight functional disturbances, yielding 
readily to mild treatment, and seldom requiring a cessation from ordinary occupation 
beyond a day or two. 

No case of insanity has developed itself during the year, unless we consider snch. 
those of three prisoners who occasiunally labor under mental hallucination, that seldom 
unfits them for their accustomed labor ; and their condition in this respect has not beca 
aggravated since their confinement, beyond what it was previous to that period. Or 
of these prisoners is the one mentioned in the last annual report, as having been re- 
leased by executive clemency, and has since been recommitted to prison. 

There have been six deaths duriug the year, being two more than in the previous 
year. There were 130 convicts at the commencement of the year, and 60 have hee 
received during the year, making 190. 

No. 973, white male, died Jaunary 26. He had been in feeble heaith during the 
whole of his imprisonment, and suffered severely from tubercular disease of lungs be- 
fore his admission. Tubercles existed in both longs, but his death was more imme- 
diately caused by poeuma-thorax. He had been in confinement two years and two 
months, 

No. 796, white male, died February 21, 1846, of laryngeal phthisis. He had been 
registered, on admission, as in good health, bnt had several scars on his chest, which be 
said were the cicatrices of issues which had been made to relieve a severe congh. He 
had been in prison four years and nine months. One great exciting canse of his 
disease was, violent efforts to cough, made voluntarily whenever he supposed any one 
within hearing, hoping to establish for himself the character of an invalid, and thas ex 
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cite sympathy, and possibly obtain d i 
ite ay y an pardon, He was frequently w: i ucenoded ta pee, found to sleep without once coughing y red whole nights, Noo 90d, een males died March eee am nation that could not be arrested, newne Ho was registered, on admission, as in’ good heals mmnation of oi conte, Dowels years and rive months. He had been of ver 1 rte Babiiae 7 Confinement two No. 874, white male, died May 25 ate, and constiiniion broken down before adm ing trom abdominal dropsy for more than two ve der chronic inflammation of stomach and bowels No, 1,021, white male, died July 22. of nu 

‘i ‘y intemperate habits. 
@ was 59 years of age, habits very intemper- 

1 Tuto prison. He had been suifer- 
rs. He gradual 

¥ 02 ite 7 2, of pulmon: - 4 i 
on adminion wt ae, die *, of u ary consumption, He was 'r omy a Pay 2s in feeble health. ~ His digestive organs acted very imperfectly ene ip : ment, He had labored under disease of stomach and b before 30.4 ° had been in prison nearly two years owels before + black male, died of pulmo pti 

030, | . L ary consumption, September 8+ a th pad beeu in prison one year and ten months P * 8 health feeble v1. ius be seen that six male pri, fi e 
ft a © prisvuers, five white a i 

and althonte _ Seen 7 3 . white and one bla . ; and mgh there have been two more deaths than during t} "i ok, have died ; 
health T a greater degree of general good health. As ev‘d 1 POF thet fate cf eeneng 
realth, Le ‘ at general gi zf +» AS ev'dence of the stat ments, whieh aide et although there are many who bear about ‘es en saueral ents whicls, ner las ne t confiuement, or after their liberation will be level. el ins ore and eal torms, yet, with the exception of No O75 suffering from offer ‘ suffering froin onus e ore adi m2, and No. 1.162, recent dinitted, Gvithin amo. th sacra usampoou ian advanced stage, there is not, nor has there b Fon mequarnee Ke, a single convict nnuble to perform his usual labor—and but avenger more than we [ueciification of jhe ordinary rations of the prison. This fact is worth » ig € of speculative arguments upon the i f ° 

4 x > infl ct 5 of imprisonment upon the health of convicts, P Denes of the Separate system 
T. F. DALE, Physician. 

1846.—Morar Instrvctor’s Rerorr. 
The present conditi ison i i f ion of the prison is a fair sa: i 

. } 0 s is. a fair sam “ha igi aeter has been throughout the year. Of the 196 ve " wee toring egos char- 

of give one troushe year, the 126 convicts now suffering Imprisonment ine gncon aging evidence of being men of prayer: their conduct is uniform! : eeu ie ool ae etession. ey wad the poly Bible with sedulous care, an their ‘hi r is ass es Jor them the approbation uf the Wa é 
has ! the app: on of the Warden and oth e library connected with the prison has not been much increased daring thease t s 

eat profit. I doubt not, ’ v e done to the co i ortunate convict, by contributicy is j in thei 
nd the unfor . ns 10 this import: ili i i *oformation, it will receive more liberal support, porant easilary in their coneloaneperience of the Past year, like that of the preceding one, 

, that the confi: i i Tues nese inement of prisoners in separate cells do 
shows with entire t Pp c es not tend to pro-~ No prisoner has become insane in this prison—none Fave , Aud why should in- accompaniment of separate confinement. That separation they that are thus separated, labor indeed alone, but are 

A.W. BLACK, Moral Instructor. 

EASTERN PENITENTIARY. 
eee tat ONES ah toe te eee 

1845.—Inspretors’ Report. 
One hundred and forty-three prisoners have been received from the first day of Jan- uary, 1845, to t : : : : the roceding yon First of January, 1846; being five more than were received during 

the 14: i ij ; i 6 colon ferred, 109 were white males; 6 white males; 22 colored males; and 
Within the past year, 139 pri i i 

‘ e year, Prisoners have been discharged, being 4 ] hi received during the same iod. heir noes, 32 wore nae r period. Of these, 9t 
doned, 15 died, and 1 by writ of habeas cope wed out their semtences, 32 were Par:  
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Of those discharged by expiration of sentence, 65 were white males ; 3 white 

females; 21 colored males; 2 colored females. By pardon, 29 white males; 1 white 

female; 2 colored males; 20 colored females. By death, 3 white males; no white 

females; 10 colored males; 2 colored females. 
. _ 

On the first day of January. 1946, there were confinement in the penitentiary 344 

prisoners: of these, 234 were white males; 11 white females; 87 colored males; 12 

colored females. . 

The whole number of prisoners 12 confine: 

357 were white, and 136 colored; showing a per cen 

handredths of one per cent., as to the whites; and eight 

cent. as to the colored prismers. 

Tt will be observed that there Wi 

ear ending Ist of January, 1946, than daring the year t J 

although during the year 1845, five more prisoners wore received than in the year pre- 

vious. js increase of five is attributable to the fact, that more prisoners were 

prought inte the penitentiary from the various counties during the month of December, 

than during the same period in 1844. . . ; 

‘The number of deaths during the last year was fifteen, two more than in 1844, This 

increase comes from the colored prisoners, while the mortality wong the whites Is 

fifty per cent. Jess in 1845 than in 1844. Ju 1844 there were 7 deaths among the 

colored prisoners; and last year among the same class of prisoners the mortality was 

12, notwithstanding there were 17 fewer colored prisoners 1 1845 than in 1844. 

"This increase in the mortality of the coloved prisoners is found in the fact, that those 

prisoners who came from the county of Philadelphia (and from this county the greatest 

number are sent) are 80 constitutionally diseased, as, under any and all circumstances, 

to be short-lived from their character and habits. They die of constitu 

chronic affections which are general among their. color, owing to the privations 

they undergo, and the want of proper attention in infancy, and theit pt i 

of living. [tis well known that the portion of the colored population, in which 

e found, reside in the purlieus of the city and districts, m the most confined 

Jocations, living from their birth upou scanty and improper food; indulging in the use 

of ardent spirits, suffering from evils not necessary here to refer to, subjected to a 

prejudice which bids defiance to any successful attempt to Improve their physical or 

moral condition, and thus, from youth to manhood, sowing the seeds of disease In their 

constitutions, and at last become inmates of a prison, fur crimes for which, in some de- 

gree at least they are obnoxious to no censure. 
. . 

There appears to be still a misapprehension as to the solitude of the prisoners eon: 

fined in this and similar jnstitations. The system is called the solitary system, by 

some who lave written against it, and who have portrayed their objections in glowing 

colors. It is not a solitary system ; and therefore, such objections, and whatever de- 

ductions have been made therefrom, are groundless. 

The prisoners are separated from each ‘other at all times. They never see oue an- 

other. From the moment they eume into prison, they are separated and alone, only 

as regards their fellow-prisoners. The system js properly called therefore the separalr 

system. 

oe this penitentiary, the prisoners are yisited by the overseers, frequently during the 

day, and whenever a prisoner desires to see them-——by the warden—the physician— 

tho moral instructor, and the schuolmaster; the inspectors, clergymen, of whatever 

religious denomination the prisoner may prefer by the judges of the courts, and the 

sherifis and commissioners of the several caunties, from which prisoners are sent to the 

vison; the members of the Legislature, and also by the acting committee “ of the So- 

ciety for Alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons; and by officers of prisons, or 

members of prison societies, of other States, who are interested in the subject of prison 

discipline. 

The Grand Inquests of the County of Philadelphia are, from time to ti 

visit the penitentiary and the prisoners., 

Intercourse with the prisoners js constant and beneficial, and thei 

only in the imagination of those who prefer to condemn, before they un 

system of penitentiary punishnient. 

Names often have the importance of things; and it cannot be doubte: 

ment during the year was 483: of these, 

tum of inortality of eighty-six 

and eighty-two haudredths per 

ere 14 fewer prisoners in confinement during the 

ending Ist of January, 1845 ; 

  

criminals are 

  

me, invited to 

c solitude exists 

derstand, this 

d that the 

ignorant or dishonest application of the term solitary to the system pursued in Pent- 

sylvania, is a strong reason for the opposition which it has encountered. . 
tion of the 

The separate system has but one essential condition; the absolute separa! 

prisoners from intercourse of any kind with each other.     
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As nearl i i aprons arly as can be ascertained, with a well-founded confidence in its accuracy, i 
apes! ® bat of the 0) enum ber of prisoners received, but 85 are second convi ton x 

that is to yr of the uum ber of 2,059 prisouers, but 85, who having been a first ‘ime 
ent toa prison un the sy: f , 3 ee ae . t pris i e system of separate conf i 

jabor, re a second time convicted to imprisonment in this penitentiar nd who me 
en in uo prison on the aggregate system. ¥, and who have 

nis number, 2,059, there are 111 wh i S e vho have been tw: ri oysem 1059, 1 ice convicted 
sy sten Penang alsa been convicted to other prisons on the oearagate yee 

* 8 2,059 are third conviction arate é . 
having been convicted to any other prison. cenvietious to the separate systetn-—never 

are neve! ris in i i padre ever. has been a prisoner received in this penitentiary a fourth time, wh 
had been convicted nd sent to a prison on the separate system on his thr fi mer 

uvictions, @ M ac never been in any prison on the aggregate system. ee rmer 
number of 1,916 prisoners—th al i i is pri any | edhe 19 oners—the total received in this prisoi 

ary J iat there pee third. convictions of those who are here for the first tae bat 
have Deen tw eigsne, 2, other prisons, 104 j fourth convictions, the first three having 

ts isons, 52; convictions, i z avd 7 
18; sixth convictions, the former five pach been einer ne boon so other prisons, vielions ivi | t g o Other prisons, 15 5 

victions, the former six having been to other prisons, 1; winth cour soon the ee he ‘ving been te athor peaone 2. y 1G couvictions, the former 

board have adopted, under the advi ici eans wine hone ted, nuder the advice of the physician, all necessary 
within theis power to prevent disease. The clothing aud the ciet and ox ise 
3 th the continued use of the bathing apparatus, by whic isomers obiaia 

H the advantages from warm baths regularly ae en u c yi ie Hie ea mone a " 3 regularly given to them, are al 1 i 

and secure the general health of the institution, These means re how he ade. 

and e tu renovate ruined constitutions, or tu prevent the fatal t Gation of 2 wade. 
incurable maladies, ermination of chronic 

Of t . epee 
of yee whole number of deaths in this prison, from 1842 to 1845 inclusive, th 
of healt ot a inission to prison was as follows, namely :—Epileptic, 3; fatal, “de 
‘e 1.25 meet ect health, 7; good health, 13: total 48 pile, 35 fatally die 

uring the last year, of the 15 fa nas vhi ve of g * ne 15 fatal cases which have ocew | tas é rr i i 
eased on adinission, and of the deaths, 12 oceurred among ee ere. fatally dis: 
wie ae {hat the mortality in the community in the eity and county ‘of Philad x 

ay be sta a 1e mortality among the colored ton i sen phin mi aE lality x colored populati 

Hon haan the white population about i 43-100. Se That the creat dior oon 
Bon betwe i the mortality in the two classes of the population, must be ascribed to 
foe aut ot p pre isposition to chronic or incurable maladies or, such as a sce fh = 

roper care and attention ut their early std d whi sults more fa. 
tally gene the colored than the white people nly stages, and which reenlte more fer 

A library of usefal books was established d i i of ‘ 4 a8 eS ised during the year 1844, by on 
eareeeer which now contains 1,600 volumes, and the prisoners thas h se beard 

iumliy of mental improvement yot exceeded in any similar institution ave an op 
so rain the last Year there have been 131 prisoners under instruction, of this number 
op Taye peen fg 3 reading and and arithmetic; aud 65 reading, writing, 

Prisoners who on recepti eception were unable to read wri ithii on e ab or write, have within 
eae address letters to their families, and the joy they express in ie yee eee 
ison-1 galrements, cammot fail to cheer the hearts of the benevolent and wise at their 
nes tion in vadimental branches of education, in trades, and in morals Ye imul 
frausly given to the Prisoners in this institution, and if such a system which begins by 
seins tem fron bad examples, and the contaminating influence of associations wit 
others, 2s bad. oF Ww re tan. themselves, cau either injure the prisoner, or be detri. 

ciety, i P cate alt, “ts efie . y must operate contcary to all the known rules of 

he Inspectors say, “ But it i ifyi Le s t ut it p ying 7 i 
sent itself to your totice that eos tne ‘act aren ‘th one fae ee dval redows fat pall to yee stice, that during the last 5 years there has been a gradual redi 

er of convicts in this pris fz a far. thee th ber of is prison, ©: about 44 per cent. each year,” ‘. 
anges ee they ama aati enaed given pret testimony in behalf of the Sard advan 

‘ the Per ja system over all others, not ont rds “Be "enns as regards the un 
4 ws of hts ¢ disci pline, bat as relates to the great “camse of humanity at lar, mnePPy sub 
laws we, is fo pe effected in a person who is being punished for a violation of the 
oe eltccarent his f low-men, it can only be begun and accomplished by operating 
on nde eee y teaching him that, though for the time he may be regarded as 

virtuous, yet it is within his own power to regain his lost position. 
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some regret their condition from a recollection of their parents, their families, their 

former honest walking among men; aud while they feel satisfied that they are justly 

dealt with for their crimes, regret their commission. With, such individaals, it woul 

not be nufruitfal of good, to addreas proper excitement to their self-respect—by explain- 

ing to them that their situation exposes them to no coutaminating examples, or injurious 

precepts; that they are exempt from all connection with any who would retard their 

exertions for improvement, and that they are secured from the blighting consequences 

of a felon’s name among felon associates. 
. . | 

There are others whose ignorance way have caused their ignominy. When these are 

taught that education improves aud mubles the man-—is the means OF 2 ving them 

honest employment-—adds to thei 9 eclubiity aud neefuluese—annl at the same time, 

offers thein the opporumity to lea: i sot untrcquenily happens that with their desire 

to acquire knowledge, comes a de; o be honest men. 
. 

To whatever cl therefore, a prisoner may belong—of whatever sort may be his 

dispositiou, he caunot be injured by his separate confinement under the dis iptine of the 

Peunsylvauia system. fle receives no benefit ile jn separate coufinement, 

made no worse. 
MATTHEW L. BEVAN, President. 

1846.—W anven’s Rerort. 

q ively by the experience of nearly five years 

‘be mmaintained without recourse to punish- 

havrowed up, the sufferer debased, hard- 

ety when again restored to it. 
prember 30, 1845, were as 

The problem bas been 
that (in the sey ayate 

4 days, 7: 5 da 6; 6 days, 33 

ns of 43 prisoners. ge number of arkened cell, 1 day, 1; 2 day 

7 days, 93 inall, 47 punishments on tlie per 

prisoners, 316. 
During the same period, say the last five y 

the mortality of the prisoners has Leen rednced fit 
“AY si . 

compared with the preceding five, 
en 52-100 per cent., uamely -— 

ge number of prisor during the 5 years immediately preceding my warden- 

ship, viz., from January 1, 1830. to December 31, 1840, inclusive, 1.974: died during 

that period, 89, being 51 per cent. . 

Average number of prisoners during the 6 years last past, v! 

to December 81, 1845, inclus L762: deaths daring that perio 

3.81 per cent. Reduction in the mortality, 15.52 per ceut. . 

During the same period, conipared with the same preceding time, a reduction to the 

State and counties in the cvst of maintaining the institition bas been made to the 

amount of thirty-six thonsiud Leight 99-100 dollars; but it is proper to state, that the 

price of provisions was less duriug the latter thav 1 the former peried, and the compen 

sation fur labor reduced iu a much greater ratio. 
GEORGE THOMPSON, Warden. 

from January 1, 1841, 
d 65, being equal te 

Subsistence.—Amount expended for subsistence, from January Ist, to December 

31st, 1845, $18,529 84. 
. $12,705 50; balance, $5,824 34. 

erent departments being—by weaving, $6,535 16; cordwainizg, 

4,241 68; carpentering. 431 51; blacksmithing, 353 934 picking wool and oakum, 

ete., 797 283 tailoring, 211; ins g, 47 31: total, $12,705 50. 

"Fotal number of prisoners received since the admission of the first prisoner, October 

25th, 1829, 2,059. Discharged by expiration of sentence, 1,321; do. by pardon, 213; 

died, 173; escaped, 1; hanged, (crime, yourder on the high seas,) 1; suicide, (1 7 

1832, and 1 in 1838), 23 removed to house of refuge, 1; writ of error, 1; sentence 

changed, 1; habeas corpus. 1: total, 1,715. Leaving, December 31, 1845, 344, viZ., 

white males, 234; white females 11; colored males, 87; colored females, 12. 

Ages.—Under 20 years of age, 246; 20 to 30, 1,036; 30 to 40, 454; 40 to 50, 2133 

50 w 60,77; 60 ta 70, 26% 70 to 80, 7. 

Education.—Read and write, 1, ; read only, 483; could not read or write, 545. 

_Habits—Drank to intoxication, 1,286; moderate drinkers, 435; sober, 328; uncer- 

‘in, 10. 
Color.—White males, 1,325; white females, 42; colored males, 618; white females,74- 

Relations. —Unmaried, 1,251; married, 680; widows and widowers, 120; sep- 

rated, & 
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54 ee eae burglary, 25P horse stealing, 145; forgery, 81; robbery, 
3 2 z , O33 passing counterfeit money, 71; ling i ; 

felony, 1; subornation of i Ya TLE polling counterfeit money, 3 3 3 perjury, 2; unnatural crime, 4; ali of a Pe Sa eet eee, , 43 concealing the death of a 
. , urder in second degree, 53 ; 23; 

lent insolvency, 1; horse steali Lien j Tapes 23 arson, pas frauda- n > s ing and forgery, 1; engraving a bauk. 
spiracy to break prison, 2; attempt to rob and burg Sean yee alice, y 2 ‘ob and burglary, 3; i 
letter from the mail, 3; murd i i See emeanae 8 eattemmran oe ail, 3; murder on the high seas, 1; misdeme: 8; i 
sou, 1, arson and larceny, 1; assa t ba vy 5 tesling and larceny, Bis : ~ 1; assault and battery, 4; horse stealing and lz 
perjury, 10; sending a challenge to fight, etc., 1 F receivi wepods, 14 stealing 
the mail, 1; assaalt and battery ith inte “el, 37 7 asen spoten, foods, 14 stealing + SAL attery with intent to kill, 37; assault and batt ith i 
to commit rape, 24: opening and embezzli mail, valley ith at 3 “4 S zing the mail, 1; assault and battery with i 
tent to produce abortion, 1 Srobbin x US nai alicious mischi ay a nt to produ on, g U8. mail, 1; malicious mischief, 5; larcer 
breaking prison, 2+ bigamy, 9; cheating by false pretences, 2; attem tat b ry and 
hi conspiracy to defraud, 23 riotand assault and battery, etc 16 ; disorderly and ba wae 
ouses, 3; putting obstructions on railroad, 2; conspi ‘ = ’ iti ne. x 3 2 c rail spiracy, 22; counterfeiting. 2; 

gliug, 1; aecessary to burning bridges. 2 ; burele P dd I; é Sing woods By Sve patents burning ges. 25 glary and larceny, 26; obtaming goods 
a rey . s, . 7D. 

Peete mes 25 ig evyolt, 1; assault with intent to rob, 1; forn:cation, 

Bound and served till 21 ye 8 2 ars of ag 3 i ae es Soe. yi age, 336; bound and left their masters before 21, 

ye Hatin Tai emnsylvania, 972; New Jersey, 141; Delaware, 125; New 
. 144; Maryland, ; Connecticnt, 363 Virginia, 325 Mz hy a Carolina, 7; Nosth Caroling, 27 Ohi » 365 ginia, 32; Massachusetts, 29; South 

C 3 » 2; Ohio, 6; Tennessee, 1; Kentucky, 2; Rh 
6; Vermont, 4; Maine, 4; New Hampshi 5 ississippi eiat nae sands re . pshire, 6; Mississippi, 2+ Louis: 2; 
1; District of Columbia, 13; Indi Eng aon Geodeed ae ; 3 ana, 1; Ireland, 170; England, 63; & 
France, 13; Germany, 843 Holland. 3: Sv i j ena G85 Beotland, 12 Ys nd, vitzerland, 1; Netherlands, 1; 
Sweden, 2; Italy, 1} Belgi ‘auada, i tidieo lt Abica, 1: Spain, 1 2 21; ium, 2; Canada, 6; West Indi 11; Afri in, 1; 
South America, 1; Poland, Se ia, 1; 7 me tin Soatie t peta yi eee vis » 3; Russia, 1; Turkey, 1; Nova Scotia, 1; Prussia, 1; 

k a umber of Convictions.—First covyictions to this or any other prison so far as 
kx Ta aie i jcocond convictions under the separate system, 85; second convictions 

eutiary of those who had been in other prisons previous to thei t vho eir first recep- 
Higa here, u i second convictions of those who are here for the first time, but have 

2 e before in some other prison, 170; third convictions und , nee | 2 80 c mn, 17 er the separate - 
tem, 43 third convictions to this penitentiary of those who had been in other pricous 
prev ous to theic first reception pers, 18s third convictions of those who are here for 

€ , but have been twice before in other prisons, 112; fourth icti st Z ¢ ¢ . s 2 convictions to 

this penitentiary, a man who was an eld convict previous to his first reception here, 1; 
fart convictions, the former three having been to other prisons, 52; fifth convictions, 
jhe former our having been to other prisons, 18: sixth convictions, the former five 
having een to ot! er prisons, 15; seventh convictions, the former six having been to 

x prisons, 1; ninth convictions, the former eight having been to other prisons, 2 
THOMAS SCATTERGOOD, Warden. 

1846.—Prysician’s Report. 

The health of the prisoners has been such as to justify the belief that, physically and 
is true mentally, it has been equat to that of any similar institution in the coun’ 

he f the per centage of deaths has been somewhat greater than in any of the three pre- 
Cres years 3 but Rs yeicians connected with iindred establishments are aware how 
often large morta ity from chronic maiadies is compatible with a high state of the 
general | ea th. indeed, dering the year, sickness may be literally said to have been 
cont ne qi o tt Me ot of tho oth ied, and to those atill under treatment in the infirmary 5 
hardly ge majo My of the at her cases prescribed for were so trivial in their nature, as 

very sensible diminuti i ithi due x the intelligeneo pution of acute disease has taken place within the last few years, 

hare inresistible conviction forced on me, from an experience of eighteen monthe, is, 
" ecparate: confinement with labor, etc., as adopted in this institution, is not prejudicial 
oti ealth o is inmates. It certainly cannot be denied that a larger ratio 
Seer ye 8 appeare: J yvithin the year than the very imperfect statistics of this eub- 

lee want “ general population; but the question as to which produces a greater 
bere ean hat disease, I have never considered as resting between equal num- 

of the community and the inmates of a penal institution, but aa entirely between  
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the rival systems of Auburn and Pennsylvania. For, to expect from an assembly of 

prisoners, no maller what the form of discipline to which they are subjected . v 8 same 

proportional amount of mental health as is enjoyed in society, is in a egree. ‘0 pu on 

a par, as predisposing to insanity, drunkenness and subriety, anxiety and content, re~ 

morse and the consciousness of a well-spent life—in a word—vice aud virtue, . 

In estimating the relative health of the human mind in prisons and in the community, 

we must ever bear in mind the intimate connection of its moral and intellectual depart- 

ments—their mutual dependence on the same material instruament—tbe brain—for their 

ever-varying mauifestations, and in dcing so we shall have reason to believe that Per 

version of the one may often lead to disease of the other. and Coa ey at look 

rt ajori ates are subjects of moral tur 5 

aon esp thing develop ent ofa Ml 1 hi Hucination. | Tn parsuing this inves 
tigation, we should remember that moral insanity, as a distinct disease, is now wel 

known and acknowledged to exist, and that under the name of erime, it may, and in- 

deed often does, introduce the unfortunate individual to the discipline ofa penitentiary, 

where, soon or late, intellectual disturbance may supervene ; but which, perl naps, the 

same time only was required to have developed in society. Another truth also must 

never be lust sight of in drawing concinsions on this subject—the possibility of wl hat is 

commonly known as intellectual insanity having existed at the time, and perhaps sug- 

» commission of the offence. oo. 

tract prisoners are not hardened and insensible to the shame and degradation inci- 

dent to a public trial, or afterwards free from remorse, either for the crime itself or for 

having brought disgrace on a hitherto spotless family, I think caunot be< - 3 mus 

then, shame, disgrace, anxiety, and remorse, all acknowledged to be fruitful Sources 

of insanity in society, go for naught in estimating 1ts development in prisons? Must 

every other influence be lost sight of save the. name of isolation ? . h 

The intellect of a majority of the criminals is manifestly defective, not indeed to suck 

a degree as to constitute idiocy or imbecility, as commonly understood, but a shade o 

imperfection that weakens its control over the passions, thereby leaving them at com- 

parative liberty to follow their own evil suggestions. In minds so constituted, itis 

hardly to be expected that the proper means of preserving health would be atten ed 

to, or that disgusting practices would be refrained from, indulgence in w hich is wel 

known to produce insanity, even ander circumstances most favorable for its prevention. 

In what mauner certain periods of life and celibacy predispose to insanity 11 1s not 

necessary here to inquire ; but certain it is, the records of hospitals for the insane show 

that a large majority of their inmates are anmarvied, and between the ages of twenty 

and forty years, exactly the case with criminals. Impaired, bodily health is, we now 

a frequent source of insanity ; and syphilis and the abuse of mercury are considered by 

many eminent physicians as baving a special tendency to produce that disease. 1 

They have paid but little attention to the predisposing causes of insanity, who have 

not observed the influence of neglected, or rather perverted moral training in early 

‘outh. Neglect of moral discipline gives to the passions and emotions of our nature on 

undue ascendency, allowing capricious and violent tempers to be formed, on which t he 

exciting causes of mental derangement have a tenfold greater influence than on in e 

viduals whose feelings and desires act under the guidance of an enlightened moral 

ture. 
. . 

ne labors in this field of observation can be considered anything but imperfect which 

overlook the hereditary transmission of insanity, or the existence of other cerebral ae 

eases that predispose to it. Epilepsy, it is well knowa, is frequently accompanied Dy 

mania, or else produces, by insensible degrees, the complete obliteration of the min . 

That the children of epileptic parents are also more liable to attacks of insanity than 

those more fortunate in thelr parentage, I am entirely convinced. ; 929.90 

In my report for the last six months of 1844, I stated that during my residence, 20.2 

per cent. of all the prisoners received were liable to insanity by hereditary transmission 

three others were the children of epileptic parents, and three were themselves the sub- 

jects of that disease. The same inquiries, continued during the past year, give similar 

results; thus 5 are epileptic, 3 the children of epileptic parents, 3 have brothers ov 

sisters, and 3 uncles or aunts subjects of that disease 3 while 26. or 18.18 per cent. Ot 

all prisoners received during the year have insane relatives bearing the following a 

grees of consanguinity: parents, 7 + grandparents, 2; brothers and sisters, 6 + une. 

and aunts, 7; cousins, 4. Of course, for these statements I have been obliged to 1a 

the testimony of the prisoners themselves; but large as the proportion may appear, 

am, nevertheless, satisfied that it is under the actual amount, | 3 have 

Independent of the many whose minds I consider more or less defective, 13 ha 
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been received decidedly insane; more than one of them so obviously ao, that their 
judges were fully aware of it; but from the want of an hospital for the insane poor, a 
due regard for the protection of society obliged them to be sent to us. 

Should these statements respecting the actual existence of insanity in 9.09 per cent. 
of prisoners on reception, and the liability of many others to become so by hereditary 
transmission, etc., be corroborated by other observers, they will present rather startling 
facts in criminal annals—facts which many may consider more curious than instructive, 
but which, I would with deference say, are deserving of the earnest study and attention 
of the moral reformer, the jurist, and the philanthropist, as illustrating the connection 
of insanity and crime, and teaching, that often while we consider ourselves protecting 
the dignity of outraged law, we may be inflicting torture, nay even death, on an irre- 
sponsible fellow-being. 

The number of cases of insanity that have been developed within the past year, are 
8, all mates, 4 between 20 and 30, and 4 between 30 and 40. 6 were white and 2 
colored, between 20 and 30 The health of 4 on admission was good, 2 imperfect, L 
headache, 1 epileptic. 2 were in prison ten months, 1 eleven, 1 twelve, 1 fourteen, 
1 twenty, 1 twenty-one, and I twenty-nine months, before admission to hospital. 
of them hud mothers insane, 1 an uncle, 1 gave no satisfactory information, and 4 ap- 
peared to have had no hereditary or other tendency to insanity on admission. 6 of 
them were monomaniacs, | melancholy, and 1 partial mania. “ Of these, 3 were dis- 
charged as unimproved, 2 cured, 1 improved, 1 much improved, and 1 uncertain. 

We have, out of the 8 cases of insanity, 3 in whom there was a strong hereditary ten- 
dency to the disease, 1 who had been frequently insane before imprisonment, and 1 an 
epileptic, leaving only 3 who, we can suppose, had no undue predisposition to mental 
disorder. 

T have no hesitation in stating my belief, that several of the cases I have just recorded 
would have escaped detection among prisoners working in a gang, or, if detected, 
would not have been considered insanity by the officer in charge, as their hallucina- 
tions were of such a character as hardly, if at all, to interfere with the performance of 
their daily task. 
That among a given number of German and American prisoners confined in this in- 

stitution, a larger ratio of insanity, ceteris paribus, would become developed among 
the former, I would expect to be the case; but were the circumstances reversed—the 
prison in Germany, the officers, legal visitors, etc., Germans—I feel confident the con- 
verse would be the result; and it is easy te understand why it should be so: the 
American prisoner, unable to converse in German, and the German prisoner in En- 
glish, would be subjected to most of the horrors of complete solitude, instead of the 
wholesome restraint of separation from vicious companions, and restricted intercourse 
with intelligent and upright men. In addition to the influences common to all civilized 
nations, the immigrant has others peculiar to himself—the irrepressible longings after 
the country of his birth. separation from kindred and friends, the family misfortunes 
that may have compelled him to leave his native land, imperfect acclimation, and many 
more that a moment's reflection will call up. 

The oft-reiterated charge of stultifying the mind, brought against this institution, I 
consider as arising from a well-founded dread eutertained of the once contemplated. 
system of solitary imprisonment without labor, having been blindly transferred to an- 
other having no resemblance but in name. So far as my observations go, I am not 
aware of a single influence, indispensable to the discipline of separate imprisonment, 
that would be likely to derange a healthy mind. The very frequent intercourse of the 
prisoners with an intelligent officer, gives him an opportunity of conversing on the sub- 
ject of Lis thoughts, and, if need be, of having them directed from objects that are base 
to things that are worthy.* 

* Extracts from a communication from an officer of the prison. 

At 5 o'clock in the morning, the overseers commence by throwins open the outer wooden doors of 
the cells in order to the admission of pure air; at 6 they serve breakfast; at 8 let out the prisonera 
into the exercising yards, where they remain one hour, and are again locked up; at half-past 11 they 

i 5 serve supper; at half-past 5 they close and lock up the outer wooden doors, and 
their stated interviews for three days in the week are ended. 

0 ednesdays. the overseer hands to each prisoner a razor to shave with, (and soap if he requires 
it;) after leaving it in the cell about half an hour he calls again and receives it. On Fridays he takes 
out the boxes containing the dirt and cuttings of manufactured materials which have collected 
through the week. On Saturdays he sweeps the space between the iron grated and wooden doors 
opening on the corridor, hands ‘in again and receives the razors, and supplics each prisoner with @ 
clean shirt aad shect. In addition to these duties, the overaver receives from and again supplies the 
prisoner with books from the library, and conducts them to and from the baths every two weeks; and  
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On the reception of fresh prisoners, the sheriffs have the privilege of visiting those in 
confinement from their respective counties, informing them of the health, ote., of their 
relatives and friends, and giving them every other information not likely to exert an 
unfavorable influence on their minds. Free and unrestrained conversation on all sub- 
jects within the sphere of his knowledge is frequently afforded to the separate pris- 
oner, by the visits of the acting committee of the Prison Socicty, whose numbers have 
been recently increased to eighteen members. To those who are acquainted with the 
gentlemen who compose this committee, it is needless to say how much moral aud in- 
tellectnal gocd may arise to the prisoners from frequent intercourse with them. Other 
ex officio visitors are the judges of the different courts, the attorneys general of the 
State, and the commissioner of counties; all of whom occasionally avail themselves of 
this privilege. By the courtesy of the Inspectors, the city clergymen of all denomina- 
tiqns have free access to the cells when they wish to enter for the purpose of instructing 

risoner in his religieus duties. 
mor the intercourse of the convicts with the Inspectors, Warden, Moral Instractor, 
Schoolmaster, Apothecary, and Physician, I shall not enlarge; suffice it io say, that the 
bi-weekly visits of the acting Inspectors enable them to sce all ia confinement at least 
twice during their two months on duty. The Moral Instructor and Schoolmas - 
vote their whole time to the service of the institution; the Warden and Phy: 
every inmate once every two weeks, (many daily or twice daily, as circumstances may 
require,) and the Apothecary, (an intellectual student of medicine,) as often as his ser- 
vices may be required, or at any other time his leisure or inclination may dictate. 

The hour allotted to each prisoner daily, for exercise in the cell ‘yards, while it 
strengthens the physical health, presents both food and variety to the mind. ‘This pe- 
riod of relaxation, so welcome to all, is spent in the proper season of the year by many 
in tending the vines and flowers plauted by themselves or their predecessors; while 
others, more intent on indulging the palate than gratifying the eye, enjoy the peaches, 
melons, cucumbers, etc., which the inclosures yield to their industry. . 

: ROBERT. A. GIVEN, Physician. 

1846.—Morat Insrructror’s Rerorr. 

The Prison Discipline Society has increased its library by the addition of valuable 
English books, and by a very important addition of 300 volumes of German and French 
books for the use of foreign convicts, which it is hoped will contribute to the temporal 
and spiritual prosperity of that class of prisoners. . 

The library established by John Bacon, Esq., has also been increased 3 and there are 
at this time about 1,500 volumes in circulation, whose influence must impart intellectual 
and moral instruction to some extent. The Philadelphia Bible Society has continued 
to furnish Bibles for the use of prisoners. Prayer-books have been given by the Fe- 
male Protestant Episcopal Prayer-book Society. The usual supply of tracts has been 
received from the Philadelphia Tract Society, and upwards of 16,000 pages of tracts 

m the Female Episcopal Tract Society . 
The effort to impart instruction to the ignorant has been successful. Of 139 prison- 

ers discharged, 100 could read and write, 37 could read, and only 2 of the whole num- 
ber could not read. 6 of the discharged prisoners learned to write, 9 to read and write, 
and 14 learned to read while in prison. . 

Of 143 received into the institution the past year, 92 could read and write, 29 could 
read only, aud 22 could not read. ; 

The amount of public instruction on the Lord’s day has exceeded that of any previous 
year. The number of sermons and other religious addresses is 218. 

THOMAS LACOMBE, Moral Instructor. 

in winter he exchanges their stockings in the same period of time. ‘These are duties which come up 
in regular order, besides serving molasses monthly. vinegar and green vegetables oceasionally, In 
the weaving department, the general and ordinary interviews between the overseers and prisoners 

are more frequent than those of the shoemaking; a portion of their manufacturing materials must 
of necessity be given in and taken out of the cells at least once, but generally twice, a day. . 

Tn the winter urrangement, our interviews with the prisoners are equal to those of summer, with 
the exception of opening and closing the outer wooden doors; and this, perhaps, is made up by hand- 
ing to the prisoners candles or oil. One remark, and I have done with this part of my subject. It 
would be impossible to furnish you with correct information respecting the various duties which im- 
peratively demand the closest attention of the overseers in manufacturing operations; suffice it to 
say, that ail the instruction extended to the prisoner in the mechanke arts is given by the overscers—all the 

materials pertaining to their employments, persons, and cells, pass in and oxt of their doors through the 
hands of the overseers. WILLIAM SMITH, 
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Synopsis of the Reports of the Maryland Penitentiary, for 1838, 
‘ 1839, and 1845. 

MARYLAND PENITENTIARY. 
IEE RITES MN RA RR a OI 

1838.—Directors’ Revort. 

‘The deficiency of the penitentiary to defray its ordinary expenses, for the year past 
is $16,934 53. This deficiency is chiefly to be attributed to the general derangement 
and prostration of trade. 

The loss on the year’s operations of the penitentiary, although large, doea not ex 
ceed what must have occurred, under similar circumstances, to any large manufactur- 
ing establishment—except, indeed, that the charges for the provision and supervision 
of a penitentiary are necessarily far greater than those of any private factory of equal 
extent, 

The funds of the penitentiary, for its ordinary support, have derived no direct aid 
from the treasury since the year 1827 to the present day. The treasury, no doubt, 
has been called upon to pay considerable sums to defray the expenses of several com- 
iittees of investigation upon the concerns of the penitentiary, which have been ap- 
pointed by the Legislature during that time. But it cannot be alleged that the peni- 
tentiary has derived any pecuniary benefit therefrom, whatever moral good may have 
been affected by the investigations. 

Four loans have been negotiated for the use of the penitentiary, namely :—The first 
in 1822, redeemable in 30 years, for $27,947 30; the second in 1828, redeemable in 
———, for 30,000 00; the third in 1835, redeemable in 20 years, for 20,000 00; the 
fourth in 1837, redeemable in 20 years, for 20.000 00: amounting to $97,947 30. But 
no part of either of these loans has been applied to the ordinary support of the peni- 
tentiary. On the contrary, the productive labor of the institution has contributed large 
sums to the erection of its buildings aud other improvemeuts, as will presently be shown. 

The cells or dormitories of the prisoners, finished in 1 , cost $46,823 ; new para- 
pet for the walls of the penitentiary, 1832, cost 1,420; Ground and buildings fora 
granite workshop, including the walls, 1833, cost, exclusive of prisoners’ labor, 12,644; 
tor granite sheds, 1834, exclusive of prisoners’ labor, 1,176 ; total expenditures for the 
new buildings and appurtenances, adapted to the Auburn discipline, up to 30th No- 
vember, 1837, 56,500; new machinery for carding wool, 850; assessment for opening 
Madison street 932; assessment for paving Madison street, 912; for making sewer 
trom penitentiary to Jones’ Falls, 700; paid on account of improvements since 30th 
November, 1837, 334; repairing machinery, 367: total, $122,658; from which de- 

7, 70,000, leaving a balance of $52,658. 
and 1828, the institution has regularly paid the instalments of 

principal as they became due. It has also regularly paid the interest on adi the loans 
up to the Ist of January last, inclusive. 

Thus, it is shown, that since the year 1897, the productive labor of the penitentiary 
has been made to contribute to permanent improvements no less than $52,658 ; and if 
$35,000, paid for interest and instalments on loans, be added, the entire expenditures 
of the institution, for the last 11 years, will be $87,658 over and above all the loans 
granted for the use of the penitentiary within that period, and exclusive of the ordinary 

penses for the support of the prisoners. Had the appropriation asked for, been 
granted, the institution would have continued to provide for the interest on its loans. 
4 consequence of the loss sustamed by. the want of such an appropriation the institu- 
ton will now require mach larger aid from the Legislature than would then have been 
hecessary. 

In the view of the actual and prospective state of the market for the products of 
prison labor, the Directors would feel that they had not discharged their duty to the 
State were they to omit the present opportunity, through your Excellency, to urge 
upon the Legislature, in the most decided manner, their conviction of the necessity of 
an immediate appropriation to sustain the institution of not Jess than $30,000. 

. The present completes the second year since the “ Auburn discipline” has been cam 
nied into general effect in the male department of the penitentiary. It affords the Di- 
rectors high gratification that they have been confirmed in their belief in the geod ef. 
fects of the system, as expressed in their last year’s report, after the experience of 

ont a twelve-month. In regard to all the essential benefits to be derived from any 
Prisen discipline, tending, as its object is, to produce order, regularity, silence, obedi-  
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igi i wement, and the pre- i i ral and religious impro fi iligeuce, combined with the moral. i provement, and the pre- 
serve ana ogee health of the convict—the Directora are fully satisfied hat the Auburn 
discipline in our penitentiary, has accomplished, or a fords assurai ‘thoy do noe sa 
aoe ta accomplish all that was anticipated frome its nro et ey dO NOE, Say 0 od wat 4 5 ete oper: oe aan it he carried yet into comp! 0 tion, or attained the 
ae hse pertetae of which itis capable. The improvement has ly pi 

ressive, ins to be done, . 
; ‘depart on i ent construction ron tke fan no depanineat the system has not been, and in the Present constr 

vont i ‘a i - 

Ta the igement of the workshops and sleeping apartments, cane! be iu roduced. 

ond ee Warden is of the opiuion that relormation is much se veamnnch ait wince the ne 
rod e iscipli han before. In ce, cleanline i e Auburn discipline, tha »pes jeauliness, and 
a aeener of ite Nigoners, as well as in the general appearance of the ins! 5 leportmen 

improvemeut has been strikingly obvious. WILLIAM McDONALD, President. 
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5 id 3 der commuted, 4; murder, secon i ~— i 69; manslaughter, 7; mur ; Sr se eons 
degen ty eee th intent to kill, 35 rape, 2; burglary, 1; receiving goods, 

otal, 1. i les, 18. 
1 + poral, o White mates, 45: white female, 1 i black Fa New Jerr a Delaware, i Nanton ~ yland, 58; Pennsylvania, 33 2" Pye a Ol ae 
vie oie New York, 1; District of Colambia, 4; Germany, 9; irginia, 2; 

. ; Be ‘ 3 gton, 4; Somer- 
Ireland, 93 eee eted-—Baltimore, 44; Queen Anne, a; Washington: ‘eng: 

Cee rick 6; Prince George, 1; Harford, 1; Carles, 3 2 OF > 
ren inlet 8 : Talbot, 2; Caroline, 2; Allegany, 3; ca ral 20: over? and 
Aateom of Sentences. —Over I year and nuder ® ye i vents BS tend aad ot 

: 3 years, 6; over 3 and under 4 years, 5; 8, 25 rl 2: under 3 years, 9 yoo iver 5 and under 6 years, 4; over § and ander years 3 
rear 2: on and vn years, 1; @ years, 1; over 9 ai a 

ie, 23 over Fane ere yo years 1 Dis years, 1; over 12 and under 13 years, years, 4; av : 

5 18 years Tier ane mee, the harekution who are natives of Maryland. there 
OF the 58 prisoners city and. t 20; Worcester, 2; Queen Anne, 5 + Somer- 

set, 2 pom re ae ony bon tf Dorchester, 3; Kent, 5; Montgomery, 3; Alle- 
oon 2 : Couil 2; St. Mary’s, 1; Harlord, 3; Caroline, L 14; died, 11: total, 125. 

De charged ‘their time having expired, 100; pardoned ’ 45 die an ee isc! d 2 the enitentiary, 30th November, 1837, 387 5 ee itentiany, 30th Ne 
comer 1837 tor 30th November, 1838, 91; remaining in the pen: , cember, 1837, 

3 ” of (ee er reencnes “Household account for balance, $4,311 36: 5 one year’ ; aay of 2B S u y 

. aving Madison street, 2 Fone . ; matron, 400 a i Caen ley ot Executive Committee, 1,250 00 5 one year 8 Warden, f clerk Physician, and Deputy Keepers, 9,750 90 ; discount accor Fad one 
series 953 18; ” weaving account for balance, 7,023 Of; interest cou ns paid ne 
quarter’s i ts est ou Joan of 1822, for the redemption of which by he treasurer, ip quarter's Tast instalment was paid by the institution in 1833. Interest or Bmount of 1852, th 947 30. to be paid until its redemption, 349 343 one guar ne ao oeE TA. 
ean of 1828 375 00; one quarter’s interest on loan of 1825, 250 oo otal, ee an 10a ovine —Sundry small accounts for patanee $012 13; core val erin, ne ae 

° Inj rai 545 sax > 55; carding and spinning, for grain, 690 54; 4 
ae aeosont for balance, 26,046 00: total, $29,994 74. 

1839.—Directors’ Report. 

Tesul i h more favorable productive departments have been muc re favo 
th: eee Noe of ine one departments in the entire year of 1838, as exhibited in the ian 

‘ost aoe @ hat report, the weaving and carding and spinning accounts, conjointy, 
stsiued a loss in 1334 of $6,392 47; whereas, a goin of $10,498 66 has be mn produced 

by the same branches of business since the vith Febrnary last—ma ing a disp 
i 16,831 13 in favor of the latter. 

ber tana pees oP Scar ives on the 30th November last, for the support tof 
the. aoe een of overseera. and discounts for the use of money, has not mat 
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aried from that of the previous year; in 1839, 
: In connection with this subject, it is important to remark, that the average number 

of prisouers in confinement daring last year, was 47 lesa than in 1838—~a circumstance 
which, although one of congratulation to the State at large, has seriously tended to im- 
pair the pecuniary gain of 

With respect to the discipline, we are ha to a stage of improvement probably unsu Auburn plan. The utmost regularit 
direction of the Warden 
convicts, epon which { 
vient, are steadfastly maintained. The degree of punishment endured in such a state of de severity, but at the Sanie time it js free from fluences; awakeninz ns it does, and 16 undistarbed action only feelin and such as incite to amendment. One great end of prison discipline, that of Prevent. 
ing a finther corruption of convicts, is certainly secured by it, and in the subdued and 
tranquil temper now prevailing among the prisoners, there seems to be reason for belief 
that in many cases it i condneive to permament reform. The minor punishments for infractions of the prison regulations appear to have been 
gradnally lessening in amount, and the corporal punishment bas been greatly mitigated 
in its rigor by the adoption of an instrament for the purpose, inflicting a degree of pain 
more transient in duration and of much less severity than that which was caused by the 
i i icti oided as much as they may be ine, and solitary confinement is 

the difference having been but $206 96 excess 

  

rpassed by that of any other prison on the yand system pervade every department under the nd the principles of silence and non-intercourse among the iscipline is based, and to which every regulation is subger. dd 

     
     

  

resorted to in their stead. 
The diminution of the number of convicts to which we have before alluded, is in part 

an effect of the act of 1836, ordering that negroes found guilty of a second offence shall 
be sold out of the State. 

JACOB G. DAVIES, President. 
The number of convicts admitted into the penitentiary during the year were 87. Crimes.—Stealing, 45 ; felony, 5; larceny, 4: horse stealing, 4; burglary and steal- 

ing, 2; stealing, and obtaining goads under false pretences, 1; breaking and entering 
2 nouse, 23 receiving stolen goods, 1: burglary, 1; highway robbery, 1; circulating 
a book tending to excite insurrection, 1; aiding a slave to run away, 1; enticing slaves 
to rim away. 1; kidnapping, 1; rjury, 1; passing counterfeit notes, 1; rape, 1; 
assault with intent to kill, 9; assault and battery with intent to kill, 5. 39 were white males, 2 white females, 38 colored males, and 8 colored females. Place of Nativity. —Maryland, 56 ; Delaware, 1; Virginia, 1; New Jersey, 1; Mas- sachusetts, 1; New York, £3 North Carolina, 1; Pennsylvania, 2; Treland, 17 ; Eng- 
land, 2; Germany, 4; Jamaica, 1. Counties where convicted.—Baltimore, 37; F rederick, 4; Harford Allegany, 14; Washington, 3; St. Mary’s,2; Anne Arundel, 7; C Caroline, 1; Talbot, 4; Queen Ann’s, 3; Worcester, 2; Somerset, 2. Term of Sentences. —Over lund under 2 years, 20; 2,12; over 2 and under 3,43 

3,2; over 3 and under 4,8; over 4 and under 5,8; 5,4; 5 and under 6,73 6,1; 
6 and under 7, 2; 7,13 7 and under 8,2; 8,23 over 9 and under 10, 3; 10,1; 15 
and under 16,7; 17 and under 18, 3 OF 56 natives of Maryland, there were born in Baltimore city and county, 8; Tal- 
bot county, 10; Somerset, 5; Anne Arundel, 4; Charles, 4; Harford, 3; Cecil, 3; 
‘rederick, 2; Caroline, 2; St. Mary’s, 1; Washington, 1; Dorchester, 1; Queen Ann’s, q; Worcester, I. 
Dariag the year, 89 have been discharged, their time having doned, (of whom 10 were pardoned by Gov. Veazy, in 1838 1839,) 11 died. 
353 prisoners remained in the Penitentiary, on the 30th November, 1838. 87 were received from the 1st December, 1838, ta the 30th November, 1839. 112 were dis- 

charged. 328 remained in the penitentiary on the 30th November, 1839. Expenses on account of Prisoners.—Clothing, exclusive of shoes, $1,752 71; shoes, sol 503 provisions, 14,403 64; fuel, 2,535 77; furniture and bedding, 263 15: total, 20,316 77, 
Household Expenses.—Amounts paid to prisoners on their discharge, maintenance i prisoners, not employed in productive departments, cost of oil, paints, repairs, etc., nG81 84. 

733 Charles, 1; 
ecil, 3; Kent, 1; 

  

expired; 12 were par- 
and early in January, 
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Pay of Officers.—Per diem late ‘Executive Committee,” from December 1, 1838. 

to 12th February, 1839, $250; salaries of the Warden and - his assistant and deputies, 

and of the Clerk, Physician and Matron, 12.548 17; Per diem for attendance of agents, 

and of directors tor attendance at meetings of the board, and on the monthly committee, 

1,392 00: total, $14,190 17. . 

Dishursements.—Household expense account for balance, $3,162 60 ; salaries of offi- 

cers, 10,314 81; per diem of officers, 1,392 00; interest for the use of money at the 

rate of 6 per ceut., 1298 12; ditto in excess over G per cent., 1,058 74: total, $17,226 27. 

Receipts.—Weaving, carding, and spinning, $10,498 66; cordwaining, 1,484 07; 

sawing, 1,521 18; stock account, for balance, 3,722 36: total, $17,226 27. 

1845.—Direcrors’ Report. 

There were remaining in the prison, on the 30th of November, 1844, 280 convicts: 

there were received in the year euding the 30th November, 1845, 98; making 378: 

and of these, 70 have been discharged, their terms of service having expired, 7 have 

been pardoned, and 14 have died, leaving in the prison on the 30th November, 1845. 

287. © (Of those who were pardoned, two were pardoned by the late Acting President 

Tyler, three by the late Governor Francis Thomas, and two by Governor Thomas G. 

Pratt.) Of the 14 deaths, a very large proportion were afflicted, previous to entering 

the prison, with chronic diseases, of which they died—and the others of maladies not 

peculiar to the prison. The healths of the prisoners, generally, has been remarkably 

good, and, with the exception of three or four cases of varioloid, of a light type, there 

haa been no contagious disease or epidemic among the prisoners. 
Tt is believed that at no time las the conduct of the prisoners been mor~ orderly. 

their work performed more willingly, or the amount of their labor been greater; and. 
from their own experience, and the concurrent testimony of many who have visited the 

jnstitation, the undersigned have pleasure in being able to say, that there is not a better 

regulated prison in the United States. 
The dormitory erected some years since, for the separate confinement of the male 

prisoners, was the first movement made in this institution for the introduction of the 

Auburn system of discipline. 
The workshops which were subsequently erected for the employment of the male 

convicts, are believed to be on the very best plan that has yet been devised. 
But these improvements in the dormitory and workshops, lett the female depart- 

ment and the male hospital as they existed under the vitiated system of almost unre- 
strained intercourse among the inmates of them. The directors, in March last, decided 
to improve these as far as the means of the institution would allow. 

They commenced with the female department. Here the convicts not only associa- 
ted together during the day, but some half dozen or more were crowded inte a room 
at night to sleep. To remedy these evils, the west wing—which was the first portion 
of the prison erected, in 1809, for the confinement at night of the convicts of both sexes 
——was iaterially altered in its internal arrangement. That portion of the secona 
story which had been previously used as a female hospital. was enlarged by taking inte 
it two of the adjoining cells, and the room fitted up for a workshop for the women. 
The hospital was removed to the cells adjoining the rooms appropriated for the Matron, 
and steps erected so as to secure separate entrances to the yard from the workshops 

and. hospitals. 
The male hospital has been entirely remodelled. Tlis apartment is situated in the 

third story of the west west wing. It has been enlarged by taking in two adjoining 
cells, making a room 57 feet 6 inches by 35 feet. An inspection avenue has been 
placed along the ceutre, from which the officer on guard can see. without being seen, 
all that is going on In the room, and alcoves or small rooms bave been set apart on each 
side of the hospital, in which patients will be put singly. These alcoves are formed by 
wooden partitions that run abont six feet high, leaving a spa f about six inches 
below them, 89 that a free circulation of air is allowed over and around them. The 
hospital kitchen bas been provided with a hot water apparatus, put up in a very ad- 
mirable manner, which affords bot and cold water for the use of the hospital and bath- 
house at all times, and by other pipes the hot and cold water is carried down into the 
female hospital, to supply that departraent. 

8 a proper security for the men’s workshops, a drying-house has been erected in 
the yard, which will allow the uecessary, but heretofore dangerous, work of drying 
the cotton and woollen yarn, to be done with entire saf-ty to the other buildings, aut 
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much more speedily and better. At the se i i speedily . ame time a smoke he 
wants of the institution, was erected. use, suitable to the 

The religious instruction of the convicts in the prison is secured by the voluntary 
services we several ministers of different denominations, and by stated preaching on 
Sunday by preachers of the Methodist society. Ever ity i ° day bs hers of the r society. ‘y opportunity is allowed to th 
gpnviets to receive religious instruction, and they are left entirely at liberty to select for be pur poe the minister of any religious denomination whom they may prefer, and 
x ho is wil fag to attend on them. Tia's voluntary system, while it commends itself to 

he regard of the convicts, as being undertaken entirely for their benefit, secures to th Prisoners all the advantages of regular religious worship. , ° 
ie er the pettect isolation of mind which is now secured among the prisoners, no 

con fagion of vice is Spreads and the novice in evil-doing who comes into the prison for 
rst tune, is sure to learn no evil habits there; and the ad i i 2 tir learn s 2 t in crime who ret to it for a second or a third time, sees othi > enon course itf 2, sees and hears nothing to encourage him in hi: for a sec : 2 ; ag is court 

of infarny, or to which he cau ascribe his perseverance in wi rong-doing; but, on the 
een jhe inmates. on the prison, under its present discipline, have only ex: 

ple dustry and fitthtal perseverance in duty before them; xe } 
activity in the execntion of their ta by 5 words of Kindee se ang . asks, by proper rewards and words of kindness—a 
see 80 constantly the advantages of proper conduct, even to themselves, while in aoa — can scarcely be, that the faverable impulse given to thei i iti bee tee aa eprcely bey ‘ pulse given to their good dispositions can 

eave its w. 2 i be 80 , y its walls, as not to influence, in some degree, their future 

it It is desirable that all the convicts who can read should be finished with books, and 
iewou it be an important aid in the amelioration of their condition, and the reformation 

of their rabits, if library were connected with the institution. The Maryland Branch 
American Tract Society has furnished to the institati hs Pooks publichedl bye y has fur he institntion a number of the valuable 

s y them, which it is hoped will be the beginning of 
well-stored library. The institution h i 1 number of valusble end ne J . s as also received a number of valuable i ored lib n 8 i and in- 
fiructive works from Miss Dix, of New England, a lady whose benevolent ae nd ine 

ehalf of the improvement of prison discipline are deserving of great prais id 
of emulation. A number of' oth e alse Phocke for the cee pemanlation. inber of other benevolent persons have also sent buoks for the use 
of the prisoners, and they have been allowed to procure for themselves such useful and 
proper books as the authorities of the institute may approve ; so that already every con- 
Vict who can read, and who desires it, can be furnished with a book for perusal durin; 
the hours when he is not engaged in his work. 8 
a We should expect much more favorable results from the effects of the discipline in 
i his institution, were the jails of the several counties so constructed as to prevent the 
mrercourse that now necessarily takes place among the prisoners confined in them. 
ihe evi of this is not so manifest in the jails of the counties, but in that of Baltimore 

gi ry and county it is one which materially defeats the benevolent designs of the State 
Ww erecting this penitentiary. About two-thirds of the convicts here come from that jail 

$ pave understocd, and we believe, that the management of it is as good as it can be 
wider the present arrangemet of its buildings. The whole evil arises in the want of se 
arate rooms or cells for the confinement of its inmates, so that they may be cut off from 
the vicious association which now takes place among them, and to which association 

many an unfortunate south that suspicion had wrongfully accused, or some trivial 
ence had brought within its baneful influence—traces hi: i j 1 

most of the vices of his after life. * his ruin, and justly aseribes 
It is almost impossible to exagge i i rate the evi confi y imi acate’ time t impossi ple to es Ags ate the vil of confining any number of criminals or 

th se OTA om day and night; and while this continues to be the case in 
‘ e principal jail in the State, it must be expected that those who reach the peniten- 
' anys xe matter how young, or how new or unfortunate in their crime, will be well 
iutore in all the vices, and skilled in all the tricks, that make up the accomplished 
Yogue—and that the acquaintances formed there will hover i , c around tl 
term of service has expired here. nem when their 
We would call your attention to the laws for the punishment of slaves or free ne- 

pe 5 committing crimes less than capital. In the case of the slave, no matter how high 
ns crime, or aggravated the circumstances under which it is committed, if it be one not 

Pani a ae death, he is only sold out of the State, suffering but a mere change of 
wn rs, x ich, it may be questioned, is no punishment at all. In the case of the free 
negro, who is convicted of a second offence, the only punishment inflicted on him is to 
sen im out of the State, it being altogether uncertain whether his case is made better 
or orse by this, though his offence may be one for which the severest punishment 

‘ort of death, should have been inflicted. 

51  
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i i ilding. and the sub- 

iddi use of convicts as servants in the front building L - 

stiwnon te aig ene hired from out the prison, has been found tobe impracti: 

cable; and even if it were practicable, 1t 18 be! few et Ait wo OER, 

ROBERT HOWARD, 

H. RB. LOUDERMAN, \ Directors. 

J. N. BROWN, { 
JOSHUA JONES, | 
T. E. HAMBLETON, 

3 F laughter, 

¥ i $ 992; murder, in the second degree, 3; manslaug , 

rimes.— Stealing, >6 se eatent to kill, 25 “enticing or assisting slaves to van away, 3 3 

25 burglary, 23 1; felony and forgery, 15 receiving stolen money: 1 atte Dp 

ere a rape, 1 arson, 1; obtaining goods under false pretences, I i fon OF os 4. 

co av hite ‘males, 565 white females, 35 colored. males, 33 Tha rine iionned S, 

‘ ity. Maryland, 62; Pennsylvania, o; Vira ©) So ; 

peer A eonticky, Le Louisiana, 1; New York, 15 Indiana, 1; Rhode Island, 15 

de nan y 12; Ireland, 4; England, 1; Scotland, 23 Africa, a bot 4: Washington, 33 

Counives where convicted.— Baltimore, 69; Somerset, 234 alt te date ns ma 

1 3 d Dist.,2; Queene Anne’s, 1: Fharore, 5 . y o 

Frey Le Salvert, 1 ; Charles, 1; Anne Arundel, 33 Dorchester 1 eed “heir 
1 Where wore confined in the penitentiary. November 30) 1844, ‘ot Oe eoners 

ic i red, 70; pardoned, 7; died, 14: 
, 91. C ners 

roma Pine yo; recetved. this year, 98: leaving coufined in the penitentiary, Novem: 

remaining. ; 

“Bonten 
; over 2 der oe ee Sontances. Over 1 and under 2 years, 303 2 years, 18 ore ey over 5 

Q + 4 years, 1; over 4 and under o, Dy 8, 12 5 

3 2 vet an and Side, 4: over 7 and under 8,1; over 8 and under 1,10; 

an 78 

over 15 and wader provisions, #9 621 04; clothing, 2,914 861 shoes, 952; fuel, 
isbur: —F sions, $9,82 ; gs sh ik 

Dishes A on pedding, 236 57; houseliold expenses, consisting of amour. 

ed to prisoners on their discharge, maintenance of Prine Ot ee ed ee gue 

i cost of oil, paints, repairs, etc., etc.. .80= 0 tm an 25008! 

ie ear Tg 518 49 ; discoult paid for the use of money, 2,087 90; net gain, 1, 

» 13,5 
* 

toms $35 648 Ghose ain by weaving and dyeing, carding and spinning oe omens 

sawing ac § r issi f visitors, 22 lal 
34,489 46; for admission of vis! . i ers 

and toyed 4 : econ old service of the institution, cooks, akers, tailors, howe clean 

ow ete, ote estimated at the cost of thejr maintenance, 931 05: total, $35, 24. 

, etc, etc., 

Report from the Warden of the Penitentiary for the District of 

Columbia. 

City or Wasuineton, August 24, 18 

i electing Jong. Both of the 
:—I hope you will pardon me for neglecting you so tng ° 

& ae Rall reports of our Prison Association came safely to hand; Ag the oe 

wer’ to your questions will require some explanation on my part, an ‘ at the samt 

time not having in my possession copies of all the annual reer of the | wees oe 

is instituti c vou, | imagine it will answer al d 
this institution that I can send you, sine it we Wer amy own way. I 

4 A statement of the affairs of the insti vy, 

doing et el endeavor to be as brief and explicit as the nature of a communication 

eacription will allow. ; . ; - and 

OO eecieatiary was ready for, aud the first prisoner received, April 9, 1831; am 

1845, 405 were received. . . 

Pe oe. rrceived during the following years.—1831, 10 white males, 7 colored males, 

and 4 colored females: total, 21. 1832, 15 white and 6 colored males rv 21 ite a 

les, and 2 colored females: total, 31. | , 

olored plored females: total, 14. 1885, 15 white and 19 sotored 

i es, 
female: total, 35. 1836, 9 white and 14 colored mans, 4 

males, and colt 20. 1837, 8 white males, 9 white females, 18 colored males, 
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colored females: total, 30. 1838, 18 white males, 1 white female. 8 colored males, and 6 
colored females: tot 1839, 14 white males, 1 white female, 7 colored males, 
and 1 colored female: total, 23. 1340, 6 white and 10 colored males, and 1 colored 
female: total, 17. 1841, 14 white aud 11 colored males, and 3 colored females: total, 
28. 1842, 11 white and 12 colored males, and 1 colored female: total, 24. 1843, 13 
white males, 1 white female. 15 colored males, and 2 colored females: total, 31. 
1844, 12 white males, 1 white female, 11 colored males, and 1 colored female: total, 
25; 1845, 13 white and 14 colored males, and 2 colored fernales: total, 29. 1846, 4 
white and 8 colored males, and 2 colored females: total, 14. Total number received 
during the 16 years—185 white males, 6 white femules, 178 colored mules, and 36 col- 
ored females: total, 405. 

‘umber discharged.—1831, 0; 1832, 9 time expired, 2 pardoned, 4 escaped: total, 
15. 1833, 5 time expired, 1 pardoned, 1 died: total, 7. 1834, 12 time expired, 2 
pardoned: total, 14. 1835, 22 time expired. 1836, 18 time expired, I pardoned, 1 
escaped: total, 20. 1837, 21 time expired, 6 pardoned: total. 27. 1838, 24 time ex- 
pired, 1 pardoned: total, 25. 1839, 42 time expired, 3 pardoned, 2 died: total, 47. 
1840, 20 time expired, 3 pardoned. 1 died: total, 24. 1841, 18 time expired, 1 par- 
doned, 3 died: totai, 2 1842, 18 time expired, 2 pardoned, 2 died: total, 22. 1843, 
26 time expired, 4 died: total, 30. 1844, 25 time expired, 2 pardoned: total, 27. 
1845, 18 time expired, 1 pardoned, 2 died: total. 21. 1846. 18 lime expired, 1 par- 
doned: total, 19. During the 16 years, 296 time expired, 30 pardoued, 5 escaped, 1 
died: total, 342. 
Remaining in the Penitentiary on December 31st of cach year.—1831,21; 1832, 27; 

1833, 51; 1834,51; 1835, 64; 1836,73; 1837, 76; 1838,84; 1839, 60; 1840, 53; 
1841, 59; 1842, 61; 1843, 62; 1844,60; 1845, 68: 1846, 63. On July 8, 1846, 63. 
The annual reports from this penitentiary are made up to the 31st of December of 

each year. The following is the Warden’s return of their employment on the 31st of 
December, 1845: shoemaking, 50; broommaking, 4; carpentry, 2; tailoring, 1; 
cooking and baking, 3; washing, mending, etc., 4; laborers, 3; in hospital, sick, 1: 
total, 68. 

“The comparatively small number of convicts, and the short terms of time for which 
they are sentenced, are the principal reasons why the penitentiary is not more profita- 
ble. Again: many of them have their constitutions impaired by disease previous to 
being admitted, and nearly all of them are without any mechanical trade; hence the 
have to be taught. As an illustration of this remark, I will state. that although the 
number engaged in shoemaking (50) may appear large, yet out of this number only 1 
served a regular apprenticeship (out of the iustitation) to the business.” 

Those confined in the penitentiary, July 8, 1846, are classed as follows:—White 
males, 263; colored males, 33; colored females, 4: total, 63. Of the colored prisoners, 
there were born free, 33; born slaves, 4. Boru free, natives of the District of Colum- 
bia, 16; born free, ont of the District of Columbia, 17; born slaves, out of the Distriet 
of Colnmbia, 4: total, 37 
Recommitments.—2nd 

males, and 3 colored females: total, 43. 3rd, 3 white and 7 colored males, and 1 col- 
ored female: total, lt. 4th, 1 white and 3 colored males: total, 4: grand total, 58. 

Of the white males received, 3 were sent from the State of Virgiuia, for offences 
committed against the United States. 

Out of those who were pardoned, 4 white males returned to this penitentiary, and 2 
white males went to other similar institutions, and one of the colored. males came back. 
1 colored male was pardoned on account of being prenounced incurable, and died in a 
few days after his liberation; and 3 blacks were pardoned on account of their being 
slaves; for no slaves are sent here unless the court be unapprised of the fact before 
sentencing them. 

There have been no deaths, so far, during the year 1846. The general health of the 
prisoners has been uncommonly good: not so with the officers. We have had but t 
case of bilious fever, from which the prisoner has entirely recovered. 

Of the 5 who escaped, 4 were white males and 1 a colored male; 3 of the white 
males were subsequently sent to other penitentiaries ; 1 was never heard from; the 
colored male was taken, lodged in the jail of Frederick county, Maryland, and died of 
cholera on the very day the officers arrived there to bring him back. 

Of those who died, 6 were white males and 5 colored malea; 3 of the white males 
were diseased when received, and 2 brought on disease by discontented and fretful 
dispositions ; 2 of the colored males were diseased when received. The Physician is 
directed to “ adopt such means of precaution as may guard against the introduction of 

‘time committed, 18 white mules, 1 white female, 21 colored 
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é i: 2 prisoner.” Thus you observe, 
is ious disease from the clothing or person of such p: : you observe 

re ed a seen be otherwise diseased, no record upon his first examination 1s 

e record is, “free from all contagious disease.” . ; a 

mae leeping prison’ for males iz of the followi i dimensions in the clear, namely 

5 feet 5 i s wide from north to § ' 
i 3 tong from east to west, AS feet 5 inches wide fr | ith, ¢ : 

Re Fea chted and aired by 12 windows and 2 doors on the south and 34 windows 

ve the north, and 6 doors on the west side, 2 of each leading respective y in oa Voir 8 

b ‘al i f whic’ in the clear 48 feet 3 inches by o 
: ‘and hospital—each of which are in the ¢ t ves by t 

hall, chepittin the eternal wall of this prison, the cells occupy a space of 91 feet 

inches They form a double row, facing north and south, and carried up 4 stories high, 

witha gallery around the whole block of 2 feet 8 inches wide. asl wall and the 

mw the construction of the cells, a space is left between the external wa ; ne ee 

it of the cells of 36 feet high, 12 feet 2 inches on the north and south, anc > fer 

wall of tne ‘ 1 west, with a flight of stairs at ench end. ; There are 20 cel § 

‘eption of the 4th story, on each side of which 10 ceils are cone 

zin this prison 150 cells. The single cells are 3 feet 4 inet es 

Y : E outer wi hich is 1 foo 
j sive of the thickness of the face or outer wall, w ; ; 

by 8 feet 1 ines ore the door is hung. The door is of iron, 5 feet 5% inches by 

} foo tt inches and for a space of 3 feet 34 inches from the bottom is soli or plan : 

hes + portion of the same is divided into 42 apertures, 1k by 14 inc 108, wit ay 

ee at the bottom of 14 inches wide by the width of the door. These aper nines 
aper" whe purpose of admitting fresh air, the foul escaping at the back, an hear, the 
are of the cell, by a five 6 inches py 4, carried up the entire height of the ce! Le he 

cellings are semicircular, and are 7 feet 94 inches high. In the main roof are 2 ven 

lators, ample for the purpose fur which they were constructed. k dis burned, and 

The prison is warmed by 2 large tinplate stoves, in which o0al wood is burned, a nd 

ri i re, whi same warm an 

1 range er ae ther ae “one : Sore ths ren is the most airy and cool part within 
r. In the , nt } n 

the code OF our entire establishment. Should the weather continue damp for any 

I wath ae time in summer, fires are made to expel the same. In the w inter season, et 

: po all of the windows are opened for the purpose of ventilation. 

i : and is furnished with a wooden bedstead, 

i one, hung to the wall and working on 4 

Mo the e of the occupant of the 

im. 
: Y ; 

quisite, and their bed and bed-clothes are hung out on the galleries every day, go om 

: i ; i is through the summer, or other portion year, 

they ay oe oat ate main par dsunned. Each cell is supplied with a can filled 
they are taken out in the main yard and sunned. Pied A Seo 2 or 

i joki 4 ket. They are thoroughly wiitew 2 
with water for drinking, and a night buc' Mea tre 

3 i f the same nearly every mon x e 
3 times in a year, and also a touching up of th i oe ee ey his 

ist it i t is caused, or obviated, by the occupan' vor b 

Quite ont, for domme will k i i dition than others. Whenever 
their cells in better condition V 1 

employment, for some will | eep 1 ‘ " Fant in the v4 

i the prisoner is not allowe t 
a thorough whitewashing is going on, re ere erfectly dry. 'Thes 

© night of the day it has heen done, unless the sar p ye aney 

om not permitted to work in their cells, and no twu prisoners oceupy one oe et 

ri i i thes. Each cell is furnished w: 1 8 
are they allowed to sleep in their clo’ 4 a i ible, a 

tt igi ce to their reformation. 
such other moral and religious books as may condui mation ne the 

in this pri ing the night to prevent any conversation é is 
cers are on guard in this prison during g Oye a oe reer ie in the on" 

ii s, and attend to them should they be taken sick; an in the 

ie cuard-roomn, where the keys of this, as well ag all other parts of the institut) 
8 2 

are kept. . 

The main prison yard, to the south, contains about 14 acres of grow 

a brick wall 25 feet high, on the top of which are two watch-houses, an 

the guards to walk during the day; within this yard are the workshops, pa 

bake-honse, privies, dispensary, and clothing buildings; in this yard is a so a if the 

pump, which produces an inexhaustible sapply of as good water as any po 

id can boast of. oo. ; the 

woven a prisoner is received, he has his hair cut close and the hair burned, and 

js infested with vermin, (which unfortunately is top often the case ter a8 isk 

n i i his head is shaved close, his face shaved, and is 

2 ae cen te itional tive against the introduction 
jf any,) are taken off; and as an additional preventive ag hen 

one, aye is made to strip and leave his clothes in a retired part of the yard, 
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marched to the bath-house where he is placed in a hot bath, and washed with a plen- 
tiful supply of soap: he is then dressed iu the prison uniform, and if the Physician is in 
attendauce he is examined to ascertain if he is free from contagious diseases ; he is then 
measured and a geueral description of his person is taken, which is recorded in a book 
kept for this purpose; the rules of the institution are then read to lim, and if free from 
contagious disease is put to work. They labor from sunrise until sunset in winter, and 
from sunrise until six o’clock, P. M., in sammer, except on Saturdays, when they are 
locked up at 4 o’clock, P. M. The prison aud prisoners are free from all vermin, ex- 
cept occasionally bed-bugs. - 

To promote health, aud aid in cleanliness, they are bathed several times during the 
summer, and, if found necessary, or the prisoner desires it, in the winter season also. 
Though prisoners are shaved twice a week, and have their hair cut monthly, before 
the expiration of their sentence two months are allowed for their hair to grow. 

The sleeping prison fur females is un the east of, and separate and distinct from, but 
similar in construction to that for males; and contains 64 cells, the cella are 4 inches 
wider than in the male prison. Ou the east of this prison are four rooms in the second 
story of the a ut-keeper’s house, intended for work-ruams, each 19 feet 4 inches 
by 18 teet 4 inches, and 12 feet 10 inches, ceilings, with a passage of 7 feet 11 inches 
wide running through the same; and above these is a chapel 39 feet 8 inches by 27 
feet 5 inches, and a hospital 39 feet 8 inches by 18 feet 3 inches; each of which rooms 
have a ceiling 11 feet 1 inch, and above these a garret-room 27 feet 3 inches by 22 feet 
3 inches, and a ceiling 6 feet 9 inches high. ‘The sinull number of females, and their 
general good. health, causes these rooms to be cntirely useless. The females have a 
large yard on the nerth of their prison, to which they have free access, in which is a 
wash-honse and a well aud pump of water like that im the main yard. No officer is 
allowed to go into the female prison unattended. The smail number of this class of 
prisoners prevents the employment of a matron. They are engaged in washing, iron- 
ing, mending and making clothes. Asa check upon their conduct, there is inserted in 
the wall between this and the main prison, a winker or private aperture, which is 
opened by a key at irregular intervals through the day, thus affording to the officer, 
under whose charge or superintendence they are placed, an opportunity to overlook 
their department. 

All punishments are ordered by the Warden, and are limited by our regulations to 
confinement in the dark cells or dungeons, upon bread and water, not exceeding, for 
each offence, a longer period than 20 days. When so cunfined, their bed and bed- 
clothes are furnished them the same as in their other cells. This punishment is grado~ 
ated from 1 to 20 days, according to the crime committed ; and all punishments are re- 
gistered and reported to the Board of Inspectors. This mode of punishment has, in 
many instances, its desired effect; but as there are many bad and outrageous spirits to 
subdue, other means are adopted, which is done without the use of the cat, colt, or 
cowskin. Boys are whipped with cowskin, and are not struck hard enough to draw 
luad. No bath is used except for health and cleanliness. At one time efforts were 

made to govern the prisoners through moral suasion, and the influence of the Bible; 
and this plan had not been long adopted before the department of the prisoners be- 
came such as to threaten the safety of the officers, and the security of the prison. 
These fears were fully realized, as an open rebellion took place, and the philanthropic 
designs of the Inspectors and Warden had to be abandoned. There are two pair of 
stocks which have not been used for some 6 or 7 years, they being considered inju- 
rious to health. In all cases where punishment bua been resorted to, (if guilty of the 
charges preferred against them, of which a due and merited investigation is made,) the 
justness of the same has never been called in question. In 10 case does the complaint 
of one prisoner against another cause the punishmeut of the prisoner complained of; 
nor is the evidence of a prisoner taken against another, unless the same is substantiated 
by the positive and direct testimony of an officer. When punishment has been in- 
tlicted, no officer is allowed to taunt a prisoner with the same, and they are treated 
with the same attention and kindness as if their conduct had not merited our condem- 
nation. My plan has been, ever to inflict punishment except in extreme cases, or for 
a continuance of bad conduct; and when it has been ordered, it is done efficiently and 
to the extent that may be directed, no abatement upon professions or promises. This 
I find decidedly the best plan, both for the prisoner and myself, for it deters him from 
repeating the offence, while I am, thereby, relieved of the painful necessity of treating 
a fellow-creatare as if he was void of all feelings to appreciate good treatment. This 
course of conduct commenced when I entered upon the duties of this office, and being 
followed up for some six weeks, was the means of causing all the troublesome prison-  
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ers to keep from me; and has also lessened the complaints of the officers against them. 
While I am on this subject I will observe, that in all cases, the mere ignorant or illite- 
rate a prisouer is, the more troublesome he is. Again, it may appear strange, bat I 
find those who have been committed fur manslanghter are better behaved than the 
petty thief. The conduct of the prisoners at this time, with few and very few excep- 
tions, is uncommonly good. . 

Ia the morning, when the prisoners are turned out of their cells, they take down 
their water-can and night-bucke*, and deposit them in the places respectively assigned 
them; they are then brought to the troughs, wash their faces and hands, and are then 
conducted to their shops, where they are employed untti breakfast, to which they walk 
by the lock-step; after grace by one of their number they take their seats: all eat in 
a common hall, the whites oi one side aud the blacks on the other ; they continue 
seated until all have finished, whicn at a signal by one of the officers in charge, one o 
the prisoners arises and returns thanks, after which ail arise, form into Hine, and return 
in the same order; this is repeated at dinner and supper. After supper they form in 
line and are searched; after this process is gone through with, by orders given, each 
takes his bucket and can, and they are marched to their cells, enter the same, and re- 
main standing opposite to their door, which is shat by oue of the prisoners selected for 
this purpose on each gallery, and by him fastened by an iron bar working on a pivot; 
the keeper in charge then follows after aud locks them in, and as a precaution that all 
is secure, the keepers exchange galleries and inspect each other’s work. 

The daily ration is as follows, namely 12 ounces of pork or 16 ounces of fresh or 
salt beef, 10 ounces of wheat flour, and 12 ounces Indian corn meal, § gill of mo- 
lasses, with 2 quarts of rye for coffee, 4 quarts salt, 4 quarts vinegar, 14 ounces pep- 
per, and 24 bushels potatoes to each bundred rations. This is varied to sit the sea- 
son of the year. Soup, meat, bacon, sult fish, rice and molasses, with beans, lettuce, 
turnips, cabbage, sprouts, etc. etc., are substituted, and prove decidedly advantageous 
to the health, as well as the conieutment of the prisoner, while in nearly ail cases they 
are less expeusive. They all cat the saine kind of bread, which is a mixture of wheat 
flour and Indian corn meal, and baked by one of ihe prisoners, unless the physician 
directs other kinds of bread tu be used. “My estimate of the expense of victualing a 
prisoner for a year, is $28 974; ulthough I doubt if it costs this amount. When a lot 
of prisoners are received they consume more than their rations, If they desire more 
it is given them. After afew weeks they cannot cat what is given, and the ration is 
lessened to suit their wants. Their appearance would hetoken to a stranger that they 
had plenty to eat. . 

The clothing consists, in winter, of a black and white woolen cloth, the different 
parts of which are mixed in color. If this is not enough for their comfort, by direction 
of the Physician, flannel under-shirts and drawers are furnished. La summer a simi- 
lar dress, out of twilled cotton goods, is supplied, which is blue and drab, and made up 
after the same fashion. These constitute a working and Sunday dress, aud are washed 
and changed once a week, aud ofteuer, if found necessary. It is very ditlicult to come at 
the actual cust of cluthing, bed and bedding; but it may be set down at about $9 5¢ 
a year for each prisoner. No tobacco, in any shape, is allowed, except the same is 
ordered by the Physician. The Physician is a non-resident of the iustitution; has an 
annual salary, and attends every other day, and in urgent cases oftener. If a prisoner 
leaves his work from a slight indisposition, he remains in his cell; if he is sick enough 
to be sent to the hospital he is attended to with the greatest care, and such medicines 
or diet as may be ordered, are promptly given, and one or two of the prisoners are se- 
lected to remain with him during the night or day. In many cases the Physician is 
called on for medicine when, if the prisoner was at liberty, he would not think of 
taking the same. 

* Religious services and Sunday school are held on the forenoon of each Sunday, by 
the Chaplain, (who is a salaried oificcr of the institution,) attended by the officers in 
charge, to which all of the males are corapelled to attend unless prevented by sickness. 
Out of the whole number, all cau_read except 3; 11 have learned to read daring the 
last six months, aud 4 have had a liberal education. By their attention to the services 
they give promise of reformation. After dinner, on Sunday, they are locked up until 

onday morning, taking with them their suppers, which are catenin their cells. The 
females are instructed in their prison. 

No prisoner is allowed to converse with another, unless in directing or instructing 
him in his work; and then only in presence of the officer in charge. Visitors are ad- 
mitted by a permit from one of the Inspectors, without the payment of any fee. No 
“prisoner is permitted to write to, receive letters from, or be visited by their relations   
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or friends, except in extreme cases, and all corres 
i The prohibition of the visits of relatives and regulation, but it is evidently a wise one; for the intenti seription is the repentance and reformation of those who should unfortunatel here, and also as a punishment for their transgressions against the laws; and if a pris- oner’s mind is continually engrossed with information from withont, they are rendered more difficult fo manage. Whenever information is given to the Warden of the health of the prisoner's relatives, they are notified of this fact: in the event any of the prison- er’s relatives should die or be sick, they are not told of it until their liberation. prisoners are measurably buried from the world as an piation for their offences, and should any of them be made aware that efforts are making for their pardon, they are uniformly rendered miserable, and cause trouble to their Keepers: while at ‘the came time the institution is measurably deprived of their labor. This continues until the: are finally Hberated, or all hopes of pardon are Jost. No insane person has ever bees received here, neither has any becoine so while here. Whenever a_prisoner’s time expires, he is furnished with a plain, but good suit of cloth (provided he does not bring with him a better one,) and from 2 to 15 dollars, which sum of money is gradu- ated according to circumstances; and such advice is given him as may tend to kee him in the path of rectitude; and also, if possible, “employinent is found for them. They invariably leave us with kind feelings; and if any officer should meet a prisoner after his discharge, they accost him in the most respectful terms, and appear glad that they have an opportunity to converse with him. , I would mention that in all our published documents, no prisoner's name is given to 

ly be sent 

the public in falls the initials of their name only is given, Neither ig the public made Aware of their release through the public prints. They are berated with a hope of their reformation, and no efforts are made by os to fasten public disgrace on them. As an exception to this rale, if we are satisfied in our own minds that there is no hope of thetr reformation, and that they will again commit depredations on the com- taunity, the police are privately notified of their release, so they may govern themselves accordingly. 
- _ In conclusion, I would state, as many of your questions are of such a nature as would sive me great trouble to answer, while with others it would be impossible to do go, as our books do not aid us, I stall have to be excused until some future occasion, when I shall endeavor to give you all the information in my power. The mode of keeping oar accounts has been changed by our present clerk, and hereafter I will be the better able 10 comply with your wishes. Ihave had in many instances to consult with the older officers of this institution in preparing this communication, as I onl: entered on the duties of Warden the Ist September, 1845. , y 

Respectfully submitted, 
To Joun D. Russ, M.D. . ROBERT COLTMAN, Warden. 

Synopsis of the Reports of the Virginia Penitentiary for the 
Years 1845 and 1846. 

1845.—Dirzecrors’ Reporr. 

It is a fact worthy of notice, that for the first time since the building of the prison, 
no death has occurred among the prisoners within the year. Among 208 persons, 
condemned for crimes committed against the laws of the State, of whom 121 are 
white persons, and 87 free blacks, not a case of disease, proving fatal, has arisen 
within the last entire year. While the prisoners have enjoyed this remarkable degree 
of good health, the board regret to acknowledge, that there has been for now mora 
than twelve months, a restless spirit of insubordination manifested, and an obstinate 
determination on the part of some of the priseners, not to yie: ence to the salu- 
tary discipline of the institution, which finally resulted in the murder of one of the 
turnkeys. Although this outrage has been followed by the conviction of the offender, 
and may end in his execution, and while, since his conviction, it seems to have had a 
beneficial influence on the deportment and conduct of the other prisoners, the ‘board do 
not feel very sanguine that this will be more than temporary. Our prison has become  
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overcharged with some of the most desperate offenders who have ever been convicted 

of crime. In addition to these, the number of those who are now sentenced to con- 

finement for life in the prison has decidedly increased, and these Jatter, feeling the 

ss of their condition, are often prepared for the perpetration of any offence. 

x on hand is greater this year than it was last. 

The profits from the manufacturing operations, the board believe, can be greatly in- 

creased, by giving a greater variety to_ them. Already new subjects of manufacture 

have been introduced with decided advantage, and so soon as it can be prudently 

done, a farther diversion of the labor of the prisoners ought to take place, and so ap- 

plied to other manufactures. The leather business is overdone. 

Tn view of these considerations, the board would respectfully suggest the propriety 

of authorizing by law the erection of a shop on the James river canal, aud in sight of 

the prison, in which stone might be dressed aud prepared for use in the erection of 

nd for other parposes. The commonwealth incurs an annual expense of 

more than $1, an interior guard to the penitentiary. irected by the 

board, to express the opinion and to ‘recommend that this guard ought to be discharged, 

and in this opinion and recommendation 1 eutirely concur. }f this proposition shall 

receive the approval of the general assembly, it may and will be necessary to provide 

another officer for the prison, with a lary of from $500 to $600. 

Jt is an anomaly in our ji dicial system, that the duty should be assigned by law to a 

mere ministerial officer, of examining into the regularity of proceedings in criminal 

cases after they are ended, aud of detecting the error of the judge and reporting the 

fact to another judge, tu be by hin corrected by a new and farther judicial action. 

And vet the last geners!é bly fond onr criminal laws in stch a deplorable and 

chaotic condition, so cout { aid so unsatisfactory, that hardly any two jninds would 

construe them alike, and were constrained 10 bestow the power above referred to, on 

the superintendent of the penitentiary, aud to create the judge of the superior court of 

Jaw for Henrico county aud the city of Richmond a quasi court of errors in criminal 

causes, to set right the mistakes of all the other ju:lges in the commonwealth. 

ROBERT G. SCOTT, President of Board of Directors. 
i 

1843.—SurerinTenDent’s Report. 

the Jast three years have been as follows: Year end- 

ing September 30, 1843: by ward No. 1, S10,247 431 do. No. 2, 2.271 74; do. No. 3, 

5,081 73; do. No. 4, 5,089; productions of garden above expenses in money, 345 49: 

total, $23,035 39. Year ending September 1844: by ward No. 1, $9,705 004; do. 

No. 2, 3,802 914; do. No. 3 1954: do. No. 4, 4,844 174; productions of garden 

above expenses in money, 40: total, 168 44. Year ending September 30, 

1eds7 by ward No. 1, $9,585 6543 do. No. 2, 5,346 32}; do. No. 3, 4,074 3143 

do. No. 4, 5,167 8743 productions of garden above expenses jn money, 267 95: 

total, $24,442 11. 
Although we have met with embarrassment in the sale of shoes and brogues, it 

would not be safe or just to abandon the business. Some of the prisoners are good 

workmen when received—others are better qualified to Jearn that than any other trade; 

and to many it is the most desirable; still, however, the business may be safely dimin- 

jshed, and other branches increased, after the enlargement of the shops shall have been 

The earnings of this prison for 

cornpleted. 
This improvement, so necessary, May now be made by the means of the institution 

under existing law on the subject, after which any branch of business may be con- 

ducted in the mast advantageous manner to the commonwealth, aud in more safety to 

the officers. Hitherto we have been limited to particular branches, for want of room 

to change to others when it would be prudent to do so. In this respect all the new pris- 

ons have greatly the advantage of ours, as well as in regard to Jabor-saving machinery. 

‘With the exception of bilious and congestive diseases last fall, and chronic cases, in 

own constitutions, the year has been characterized by uousually good health. 

We are able to say in truth, which every member of the board can witness, that the 

inmates enjoy 3 degree of health in every respect equal to what might reasonably be 

expected in the same persons if at fall liberty in the city of Richmond. I feel a proud 

i g, that there is no prison in this or any other country, where the 

ce of discharged prisoners is better than here. It has ever been my 

ge the institution with the least personal restraint upon the prisoners, 

consonant with safety; to exercise the greatest forbearance and humanity possible 

towards them}; and to inculcate principles of morality, industry, and self-respect for   

Me4E sot 2. 
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themselves, as t i themselves, the surest basis for that reform essential to a fature religious and 

it gave me great pleasure in m it n u y last report to say th: iscipli i 
wha the 2 year, and tat it was attribatable to the oY enalnontce bene bad improved 
rebellion anc other a ences committed in the prison. ‘The prisoners had Tone ent : 
pained. the E i one as they have frequently expressed it, that they would n tb > pun. 

‘eh whe nee committed against the officers or guards. And this o| vinion was 
aot "thon! some p aus ility of reasoning; fer many years ago, when there wa ma 
open rebel Be nt twe ve or thirteen convicts, by force, took “the control of he i te. 
ror of pe son, an¢ were restrained from escaping only by the guard ntaide, 
patisheeent not e are led until the whole public guard marched into ‘the gum, 
punish * was inflicte , other than that of a mere disciplinary charact Pi second 

c occurred of the same character. These thi i knows te whe 
Prisoners, have had their influence. ings, being known to the 

n June last, a conspiracy of some magnitude was di i 
jhe. Purpose of breaking the prison and the conspirators eoreree ne it was deter ve 
get me, and e Hingleaders arrested and confined to their cells. tected 

me xe time, at ert conspiracy had been discovered and subdued, an oc 
mare melanebs y van any that had ever preceded it, took place. I allude to the 
a8 ass atior “ the second assistant keeper by a free negro convict, under ontence 
oft mn yen 8 ir urglary and larceny. This murder was marked with deliberation 

dat Geity pube murderer has been tried, convicted, and sertenced to be hung 
s du ation of justice to say that the ictt a8 

a morul effect upon the general conduct and deportment Sf ihe prisoners wable ‘ae 
wick. sbursemend — ‘0 amount on hand October Ist, 1844, $19,462 88; for ra mate, 

rials detivered from October 1, 1544, to September 80, 1845, 27.848 42;* fuel, 1,660 
bite Hateria aan permanent improvement, 47 13; contingent expenses, 543 193 ow 

09; gardening, st eee ee connection oF %, poe ee 28; stationery 34 z , 543 g nsation of assistant ke ; i 
alee Poe dne Py order af jhe beard, 1,419 63; discounts beable seant to ake 

. 0 , 1,127 35; provisions paid fc : 
compensation of the board of directors Bom October 1 teat OF sept ‘30 isa. 6¢ ot 
amoun of sa aries of superintendent and other officers, including physician 7. 393 Bt 

rat one P ease , oA superintendent by order of the board from Oct. 1 1844, to Sept. 
30, 1845, 2,620 5 9 which add for do. on hand, Oct. 1, 1844, 440 08; and from whieh 
Geduct amo a on, and, Sept. 30, 1845, 40 49; sundry vegetables on hand, Oct. 1 1844 
reportel do, raised in 1845, and used to Sept. 30, 1845, 140 54; gain on vegetables 
7s ee eee sept. 30, 1844, 50 41; balance in favor of manufacturing operations 
7,233 0 ie otal, | ,658 55. Balance brought down, 7,233 01; commissions and : 
nose + a Danses at store, 3,338 15; balance on manufacturing and mercantile opera: 
iter Ba oe amo a ‘ transportion of convicts, 3,781 58; amount for guard for 

eeceipts.—From October 1, 1844, to September 30, 1845: f ; + 2 , : for cash 
Penitentiary, $4,258 40; credit accounts, 11,771 72; articles Totiveredl cenonal ae 

nished Eastern aoe 608 & yo we, toe board. 2 OTs 16, de ae ot, far “s 3 3 do. do, Western asylum, 1,145 16; do. i 
rine aa transports, labor ony ermanent improvements, etc., oo ee oo 

hing, 5 ft ged convicts, ete., ward No. 1, 2 ; teri 
furnished, repairs, labor on permanent improvements, ete., ward Nov g 199 04; cloth 

ste. wished fr prisoners and transports, labor on permanent improvements ete 
peavom 2 20 37 j materials, etc., furnished, repairs and labor on permanent im. 
By voneeal re c., ward No. 4, 354 25; materials for permanent improvements, paid for 
a een ral agent as per contra, 47 13; materials furnished and labor done on Capital 
sanar and gevermor’s house, 1,112 32; amount of contingent accounts, 167 57; we eo 
Fee aised ind 845, 221 95; raw materials, 6,087 50: machinery, tools ete., 5 $39 
ety me erials upon which labor has been expended, 1,945 65; articles of contin- 

& ney: 3,150 77; manufactured articles, 4,559 74: total, $72,658 55. 
$14 saints er folloawing sources. —“Erom, the manufacture of boots and shoes, 

. ; 33 . : 

7,365 anes, 678133; charne’ 16024; 21,000 yard” scl carpets ste T1705 3 » 6, 2 3 : ards cloths, carpeti 7 3 
‘wagons, carts, and drays, 5,760 20; ‘vhestfans,” wheelbarrowe, Plougha: ‘te. 9,000; +9 9,000 5 

__* This sum contains the materi: rT 
including some used | a t ye ang als received and used in the year, the agent reports those paid for 

52  
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with a condition of imprisonment for felony; and secondly, to secure from their labor 

a fall indemnity to the commonwealth for the aggregate expense of imprisonment 

How far the former has been effected, the reports of several years past will satisfac- 

torily attest ; and I know of nothing that I can at present recommend for the improve- 

ment of health or comfort, except the introduction of iron bedsteads, which would 

greatly contribute to the cleanliness and preservation of the clothing, and consequently, 

in many cases, might prevent diseases. In regard to the latter propasition for iudemni- 

fying the commonwealth, it may not be improper to remark, that the earnings of the 

prison for the four years, which ended six months after I took charge of the iustitution, 

amounted to an average of $16,781 13 per annum. They are now raised to the amount 

of $26,414 26, (an increase of $9,633 13,) and will, with proper management, svon go 

up to $30,000. . 

The amount of money drawn from the public treasury, and chargeable by law to the 

manufacturing operations for the year ending 30th of September last, amonnted_ to 

$11,628 28 In addition to the current repairs and ordinary improvements which 

have been necessary to the institution, and the payment of money to discharged 

convicts for their support in returning home, the following sums may be fairly set of 

against the said sam of $11,628 23. ‘To wit: Materials furnished, and labor done by 

the penitentiary in building new shops, $1,734 42; cash paid by Agent for materials for 

said shops, 2,528 58; labor and materials furnished for improvements at governor's 

house, and on Capitol square, by the penitentiary, 910 65; cash paid by the Agent for 

materials for same purposes, 236 70; goods furnished Junatic hospital, 635 40; money 

paid into the treasury by the Agent, 3,000 00: total, $9,045 75. Balance in favor of 

treasury, $2,582 53. 
. 

Cash in the hands of the Agent as per settlement, $12,141 48; from which deduct 

the balance of 2,582 53: leaving in the Agent’s hands, $9,558 95; to which add stock 

of goods at the store, 30,112 35: leaving in the hands of the Agent the ample amount 

of cash and stock of goods of $39,671 30. 

Not more than one-sixth of the prisoners are usually able to labor at any of the trades 

to advantage when received, while others are entirely unable to earn anything ; con- 

sequently, much the larger number require to be instructed some time before they can 

be useful or profitable to the institution. The recent increase of convicts, (17 in the 

year,) has made it necessary to incur additional expenses in dieting, clothing, etc., 

Without any adequate remuneration as yet from their labor. The character of the con- 

victe in the northern and western penitentiaries is different from ours, in regard to their 

capacity for profitable labor. The proportion of negroes is smaller, and of mechanics 

much larger. 
It will be seen that 43 whites and 10 free colored persons, making 53 convicts, and 

hin the year; that of the whites, 8 were 
Of the free blacks, 2 were pardoned, 

d the slaves were all transported 

but 1. Leaving in the prison on the 30th of September last, 140 white males, 3 white 

females, making 143 whites; also, 78 free men of color and 4 women, making 82 free 

negroes and 1 slave; in all 226 persons. Of the 226 persons in prison, 107 only were 

free white native Virginians.* 
The free negro population is a most productive source of crime. The punishments 

for petit larceny, and many other inferior offences, are entirely inadequate to the ends 

of justice and public security. The losses and aufferings sustained in the community 

by these small offences, far exceed in amount those by she higher crimes, so far as the 

rights of property are concerned; and the public administration of justice towards the 

delinquents is little else than a preparatory schooling for the penitentiary. 

The average number of persons imprisoned during the year was 220. The whole 

cost of diet, including hospital stores, was $4,246 25, being $19 30 for each person. 

The whole cost of clothing was $2,080 91, or $9 46 each—making for dieting and 

clothing $28 76. The contingent expenses of the prison for bedding, soap, candles, oil 

to light the prison, spectacles, razors, trusses, shovels, spades, printing reports, postages, 

gasket to pack steam-engine, etc., fuel to run said engine, for couking, and all other 

purposes except blacksmithing, amounted to $2,621 14, or $11 91 for each person; so 

that in fact, the actual cost of dieting, clothing, bedding, fuel, and all contingencies of 

mere imprisonment, (other than salaries of officers and guards, and repairs to the build- 

* Population of Virginia in 1840: Free whites, 740,968; slaves, 448,987 , free negroes, 49,842: total, 

1,289,797.   
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ings,) amounted to the sum of $40 67 for each person, or twel 
earnings being $26,414 26, amounted to $120 ae for each person. cents per day. The 

CHARLES 8. MORGAN, Superintendent. 

In 30 years from the Ist of October, 1816, to the 30th of September, 1846, there were 
receiv ed in the penitentiary, to wit: Free whites, imprisoned only, 1,378 or 1 in 541; 

ree negroes, 435 imprisoned and 30 transported—465, or 1 in 107 ; slaves trang] orted, 
458. or 1 2 Osh, according to the population in 1840. , p , 

nm the Ist of October, 18-45, there were in prison, 117 whi vhit 
82 colored re and 5 colored women: total, 208. , white men, 4 white women, 

eceiv : r i man eh fom October J, 1845, to September 30, 1846, 43 white and 10 colored 

White men pardoned, 7; died, 1; discharged, 12: i J +75 , si g 2; total,20. Colored men died, 1; 
pardoned, 1; hung, 1; discharged, 11: total, 14. White women pardoned, 1 ; “sel 

ored women discharged, 1: total, 2. Grand total, 36, oe 
emaining in prison, September 30, 1846, 140 white i 

ored men, and 4 colored women: total, 225. Increase, " 3 white women, 78 cok 
Slaves for Sale and Transportation.—On the {st October, “1845 th i i 4 . A , the 

19 males and Females received from Oct. 1, 1845, to September 30, 1846, 7 males? 
tal, 28. Sold by the executive, 25 mal 2 : naining in Dvn Neptomber ot. Sie Dale. males and 2 females: total, 27. Remaining in 

rimes of Convicts in Penitentiary on September 30, 1846.—Murde ris e s — , 2nd di 
31 whites and 6 colored ; voluntary manslaughter, (!!) 3 white and 3 colored 3 vatan, 
ary and unlawful stabbing and wounding, 4 white and 5 colored; maiming, 3 colored 3 

rape, 6 white; robbery, 4 white and 1 colored; arson, 1 white and 3 colored; bur- 
z ary, 8 white and 18 colored ; felony and breaking store, 1 colored; breaking store, 

an larceny, 7 white and 3 colored; horse and mule stealing, 28 white and 6 colored ; 
og stealing 1 white and 1 colored; cow stealing 1 colored; grand larceny, 26 white 

an a 12 colored ; stealing slaves and enticing slaves to abscond; 5 white and 8 colored ; 
forgery, 22 white and 2 colored ; passing counterfeit money, 6 white; stealing bank 

. red; poisoning, 1 co ; receivi g ite; i notes, | colored t eB ois ng.) ceiere } receiving stolen goods, 1 white; other felonies, 

Derm of Sentences.—For @ y' ; 3 5 ‘ y eS 2 years, 3; 3,36; 4,10; 5,78; 54,1: 6,3; 7,8; 8, 6; 
0, 45 10, 305 12, 1; 13,85 14, 15 15, 6; 16, 34 Le, 145 21, 1; 49,15 lifes.) 
N laces of Nativity.—Virginia, 184; Pennsylvania, 6; New York, 3; Maryland, 7; 

omth Cavolina, 7 : Tennessee. 1 3 rio, 2; New Jersey, 1; Connecticut, 1; ‘England, 
3 and, 4; Germany, 3; Maine, 1; South Carclina, 1; Ilinei: i "98 Gator Whites, ma ye ne 3 So ‘arolina, 1; Illinois, 1i total, 225. 

ges.—Males, from 14 to 20, 24; 20 to 25, 54; 25 to 30, 49; 30 23, , from 20, 24; 25, 54; 49; 30 to 35, 33; 35 t 
40, 23 3 40 to 45, 13 ; 45 to 50,7; 50 to 60.8; 60 to 80,7. Females, from 15 to 20, 

2 spe to 25, 13 25 to 30, 2; 30 to 40, 1; 40 to 60, 1. , , 
mittances into the Hospital and Days lost by ‘si me js lost by Sickness, from 1st October, 1845, te 

30ek September, 1846.—October, 19 admittances, 181 Sane lar November, 6 admit. 
rances, 137 ays lost ; December, 3 admittances, 84 days lust; January, 13 admittancea 
182 aye ost February, 4 admittances, 58 days lost; March, 8 admittances, 90 aye 
ont pril, 5 admittances, 71 days lost; May, 6 admittances, 55 days lost ; June, 9 
a ittances, 87 days lost July, 5 admittances, 134 days lost; August, 7 admittances, 
days bys ; September, 10 admittances, 259 days lost: total, 95 admittances, 1,491 

Time lost by the sick, treated in their cell i st Ey ells, 675 days; tim i 
ment, 1,025 days: total number of days lost, 3,191. Ye Kime lost by solitary confine 
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302 Terms of Sentence. —For 2 years, 3; between 2 and 3, and for 3 years, 35; for 4,73 
for 5, 833 for 6, 43 for 7, 83 8,73 ‘pr 9, 4; for 10,99; for 12, 1; for 13, 3 for 14, 

Numb: of Convicts received into the Benitentlary of Virginia, and between 14 and 15, 23 for 15, 6; for 16,3; for 18, 14; for at, 1; for 42,1 ; for 

Table showing the Number 9 th the Pardons, Deaths, Estapes, and hife, 14. : 
from the time it was opened im 1800, wih fe Sock September, 1846, and the Color,—White men, 140; colored men, 78. 

‘Discharges in each Calendar Year, until the 3 iP Occupations —Shoe and bootmaking, 44; harnessmaking, 2; tailering, 13; black- 
‘Number on that Day. smithing, 9; striking and stunecutting, 14; axmaking, 10: axgrinding and polishing, 

“ 53; runner, 1; warping and webtwisting, 2; weaving, "315 ; woulspinaing, 2; woolsplic- 
ing and picking, 8; qnilling and spooling, 16; woolearding, 2; wheelwrighting, 13; 
carpentering, 83 enopering, 33 pamiting, 14 runner, 2 2; yard hands, 16; runner, 1; 
washer, 1; engineer and miller, 1; wurse, 13 cooks, 4; invalids, 3; white women en- 
gaged in sewing, 3; colored women engaged in binding, etc., 4. 1 slave for sale and 

transportation. 
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1846.—Puysician saxo SuPERINTENDEN?T’s Report. 

The number of cases of disease in the penitentiary during the past year has been far 
greater than in auy previous one since the existence of the cholera in 1832; and 
although owing to injurious influences necessarily incident to imprisonment, the prison- 
ev’s constitution can oppose but feeble resistance to active disease, and it is, therefore, 
more fatal in prisons then elsewhere; yet we are happy to report that such was its 

character as to yield more readily to remedies, even in its graver forms, than similar 
cases ordinarily do. In more than 300 cases treated, only 2 °2 have died—one an old 
man of 60, the other a very delicate and unhealthy man-~and both had, when brought 
to the infirmary, the fatal symptom, hiccough, which continued until their death. 

N. BROOCKS, Physician. 
CHARLES 8. MORGAN, Sup’t. 
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Number of Deaths from December 1, 1845, to September 30, 1846, with the causes 
thereof, etc.—Moses Johnson, colored, trom the city of Richmond, received at the 
prison January 25, 1843, and executed December 19, 1845, was sentenced for 10 years, 
tor rebellion and murder of Felix Fe ‘erguson, an assistant keeper, on the 9th September, 
1845. Luther Nelson, colored, from Henrico county, received at the prison January 2, 
1840, sentenced for 1) years, died of typhoid fever, March 29, 1846; he was very 
feeble and unhealthy, and his disease rapid in its progress; on examination after death, 
all the organs of the abdomen were found to be greatly diseased and congested, and 
the glands of peyer and brunner much enlarged. D. M. Prather, white, from Franklin 

county, received at the prison May 21, 1846, y sentenced for 5 years, and ‘died of conges- 
tive fever, September 18, 1846; he was an infirm man of 60; the mucous membrane 
of the stomach and intestines appeared, on a post-mortem examination, to be greatly 
congested—that of the large intestine the color of coffee-grounds—dark spots in several 

places of the mucous membrane of the stomach, and the liver and spleen highly con- 
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Synopsis of the Reports of the icky Penitentiary for the 
Years 1845, and 1846. 

1845.—-Krrper’s Report. 
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 In consideration of the losses sustained by fire, in August, 1844, the Legislature an- 

thorized the commissioners of the sinking fund to allow ta the e present Keepers of the 
penitentiary a credit on their obligation to the State for the buildings and machinery 
bat had been erected and furnished by them in the Penitentiary, previous to the 
sage of said act, and to supply the losses occasioned by the late fire, and to erect such 

other buildings and machinery as they might deem necessary for the proper and profit- 
able employment of the inmates of the prison, not exceeding $10,000 in value, excla- 
sive of the value of the buildings and machinery already erected and furnis 

The buildings authorized to be erected as above, have been completed, the neces- 
sary machinery placed in them, and as we trust, in successful use and profitable opera- 
tion, with the exception of a female prison, which is still unfinished, but is in such @ 
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304 KENTUCKY STATE PRISON, 

state of forwardness as may be completed early the ensuing season. After we had 
commenced building, we saw plainly that the interest of the institution would require 
some few alterations and changes in the original plans and arrangement of the build- 
ings, and that such alterations, if made, would change the original estimates of the con- 
templated cost of them; butas the increased cost would be but trifling when compared 
with the actual conveniences and advantages arising from the change, aud the consequent 
enhancement of the value of the buildings, we determined to risk the respousibility, 
and have the proper alterations and amendments to the original plan made. The ori- 
ginal estimates amounted in the aggregate to the sum of $9,999 14. These alterations 
wili increase this aggregate to the sum of $10,671 11, being $671 11 more than the law 
of last session authorized to be expended, that is, when the temale prison is finished. 

ill be seen from the accompanying report of the clerk, that the profits of the in- 
stitution are not so great as the reports of other years have shown. Misfortunes over 
which we had no control, have not come singly, but in whole battalions. How we 
have met them, and battled with them to the last, a few simple statements will show. 
The State’s portion, or stock in trade, ($25,000,) which should have been farnished us 
at the commencement of our partnership with her in this institution, as promised by 
the act under which we were elected, was never advanced, and we were cut off by 
this failure from a fund upon which we confidently depended to commence operations, 
and which the act under which our partnership commenced, expressly declares was 
necessary for the “ efficient and profitable management of the institution.”’ Being thas 
unexpectedly thrown upon our own resources to commence the business of the firm, 
we applied our means and energies industriously to accumulate a stock on hand, suffi- 
cient to meet the exigencies, which the failure on the part of the State to furnish stock 
had thrown around us. At the date of the fire we had accumulated a fund of $10,055 63, 
in raw materials and manufactured articles, and had it not been for that disastrous event, 
‘we would have closed the year’s business under the most flattering indications of pros- 
perity. Again, we were without stock, without tools, without shops to work in, desti- 
tute of everything need/ul to make the institution prosperous, thrown again upon our 
own resources. Since that time we have devoted our whole energies, means, and 
eredit to the rebuilding of the workshops, etc., and the replacing of machinery and 
tools destroyed by the fire, and we now confidently assert that the institution is better pre- 
pared for the prosecution of its various manufactures and trade than it ever was before. 

We have erected buildings, and placed in them machinery at an aggregate cost of 
$21,246 70, and to do this we have advanced for the institution $11,190 65. A refer- 
ence to the clerk’s reports of last year and this, will show that we have met the cur- 
rent expenses of the prison, amounting, since the 1st of March, 1844, to $60,038 17, and 
that the institution now, after deducting its supposed liabilities, has a balance in its fa- 
vor of $5,799 55; this amount, when the ruinously low prices of bagging and rope (upon 
which the profits of the institution actually depend) are taken inio consideration, pre- 
sents a result which we have before remarked, is even more favorable than could have 
been reasonably anticipated. 

The want of a suitable school-room and chapel has rendered it almost impoasible to 
effect anything of importance in that way. We have availed ourselves of every possi- 
ble means in our power to carry out the wishes of the Legislature and the true philan- 
thropist in regard to the mora) and religious instruction of the prisoners. We have 
had preaching nearly every Sabbath during the past year, and on some occasions two 
sermons in one day. 

There are yet more improvements badly wanting in the institution, and the yard it- 
self is quite too small for its business operations. 

CRAIG & HENRY, Agents and Keepers. 

  

  
Disbursements—Hemp, lumber, iron, leather, etc., etc., $15,703 29; materials for 

new buildings, brick-werk on same, etc., 7,415 24; for victualing prisoners, 4,252 67 5 
machinery, tools, and implements of trade for workshops, 3,001 47 ; pay of officers and 
guards, 2,955 57; wagons hauling hemp, stone, lumber, wood, etc., 1,411.25; waod 
and coal for engine, blacksmiths shop, kitchen, etc., 747 73; prisoners clothing, 616 31; 
cash paid to prisoners on liberation, $5 each, as directed by law, 245 00; ministers of 
the gospel, and others, for the moral and religions instruction of the prisoners, as di- 
rected by law, 176 00; stationery for use of office, 64 81; medicines and medical in- 
struments for use of prison hospital, 64 06; prison rules, office blanks, advertisements, 
etc., 53 70; rent—ground of prison, used as a garden, 15 00; postage on letters sent 
and received on business of institution, 6 55: total, $35,728 65.   

E46 pred, 
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Receipts.—By Craig & Hen dy instituti aig ry, advanced for institution, $6.623 75: receiv: for the sale of bagging and rope, 13,800 00; cash received for the sale af annered prison, 1,975 20; cash loaned by the State, per act approved 10th February, 1845 3 2 5,000 00; cash reccived for lock-up fees, for the safe keeping of slaves, 610 00; cash received for iv pital charges, for medical attendance upon slay. keeping, 11: 

tal, $36,728 65. 

  

es, imprisoned for safe y barter—manufactured articles given i 1 561 
ry ured articles given in exchange, 8,607 20; to 

Namber of prisoners in confinement on the Ist day of December, 1844, 151; res y > 1 151; ceived inte the p 
1845, 75: total 

  

    
son from the lst day of December, 1844, to the Ist day of December, > 

scharged daring the same time is as fi — irati tence, 30; by pardon of Governor Owsle: vestunaton to eke pti of gene by pardon of Governor Cwsley, one da 
on of President of the United States, 1; by d 5 ates, eath, 1: 

ment on the Ist day of December, 1845, re , tora, 50. 

  4; by restoration to rights of citizenship, ‘ious to expiration of sentence, 4; by par- 
Leaving in confine 

  

   

ot tre tee wumber there are—White males, 157; colored males, 19 umber from eac. —~—Bar ; ; inridge, 9 i 
each County.—Barren, 2; Boone, % Breckinridge, 2; Bullitt, 2; Christian, 2; Carroll, 23 Daviess, 1; Estill, 1; Fayette, 4; Fleming, 1 een, 15 Grayson, 

Hopkins, 1; Hane 
Livingston, 5; Lo 
Meade, 1; Marion 

ree 

  

»t3 Gallatin, 9 Greenup, 1; Hardin, 2; Hickman, 4; Bent 3 ock, 1; Heuderson, 1 3; Jefferson, 94; Jessamine, 2: * Kenton’ ra gan, 4; Lawrence, 1; Madison, 1; Mason, 3; "MeCracken, 4 »t3 Mercer, 2: Mor 4,1; Nicholas, i; Ghio, 1; Pendleton, a: 

  

     
Scott, 4; Shelby, 1; Simpson, 2; Washington, 2; Warren, 1; Whitley, 1; United States Court, 1. 

Crimes.—Larcen 
clerk’s transcript of conviction.) 19; 
barglary, 8; assisti 

y, 67; horse stealing, 26; felony, (particular offence not stated in 
ssing counterfeit money, 15; mansl; couvic i ! ry, 153 slaughter, 123 ng slaves to run away, 8; robbery, 5; counterfeiting, 4; arson, 33 

  

forgery, 2; inteut 10 kill, 2; mail robbery, 1; bigamy, 1; escaping, 1; rape, 1; per: 3 Ls 215 - jury, 1 

Term of Sentences.—For 3 years, 40; 4 years, 37; 2 years, 24; 5 years, 13; 10 years, 12; 7 years, 11; 1 year, 8: 8 years, 7; 6 years, 6; 1 year and 6 months, 43 40 years, 3; 3 years and 6 months, 2; 2 years and 6 months, 2; 22 years, 1; 15 years, . ‘ A 1; 9 years, 1; 5 years and 6 months, 1; 4 years and 6 months, 1 3 years and 4 months, 1; 1 year aud 10 months, 1. 
Places of Nativity —Kentucky, 39; Pennsylvania, 27 ; Virginia, 19; Ohio, 10: New 

dork, ti ggnnessee, 8;_Iveland, 9; North Carolina, 7; 
istrict of Columbia. 4; Indiana, 4: F, 2. Sout ari]; " 

Germany, 4; West Indies, 2; Verm France, 2; South Carolina, 3; New Jer 

  Taryland, 5; England, 3; 

  

ersey, ermont, 2; Arkansas, 1; Mississippi, 1; Georgia, 1: 
  

Massachusetts, 1 ; Delaware, 1; Scotland, 1; Maine, 1; Mexico, 1; Africa, 1: Louis- p15 jana, 1; Swedea, 1 ; Alabama. 1, 
Education.—Superior, or thuse who have a classical or scientific education, 1; Goo , rt; ’ or those who have cd, had the benefit of a general English education, 8; Cemmon, or , tho: ’ 2 rite, a “i se who can read, write, and cipher, 60; Poor, or those who can only spell and read, 54; None, or those who are entirely destitute of education, 53. Ages.—From 15 to 20, 20; 20 td 30, 93; 30 to 40, 39; 40 to 50,11; 50 to 60, 12; 60 to 70, 1. 

  

1845.—Puysictans’ Report. 

By reference to the following table, it wi J : is , it will be seen that 215 cases have the diseases being of almost every kind common to this climate :— been treated, sthma, 2; bronchitis, 2; eatarrh, # 
cholera morbua, 8 ; 
phoid, 2; typhus, fa 
inguinal hernia, 1; i 

  30; cephalalgia pereodica, 13; ipati 
itis, 2 a : algia $ constipation, 39; diarchiaa, 10; epilepsy, 1; remittent fever, 6; continued, 2; ty. tal Wi Mtermittent, 18; feruncle, 10; gastro entiretis, 1; hemor. incised wounds, 6; opthalmie, 3; parotitis, 5; pleuro, pneumonia, 7; pleuritis, 4; rheumatism, ac 3 i 

i , acute, 8; do. chronic, 13; do, syphilitic, 3; phili 1 mary, (diseased when admitted into the instititation,) 3: d TN iy, L?uritesrio, tio: 3 do. 3 i 
43 me ae prolapsis ea n,) 3; do. secondary, 1; uritearia, 
mee have to report the death of one of the inmates, which occurred in June, and was the 3 esult o a violent attack of typhus fever. Our best efforts were used to prevent a ination of the case, but its violence baffled our treatment, and the case termi- nated fatally, after a continuance of over thirty days. There are a few chronic cases on and at this time, resulting from diseases contracted before the individuals were admit- 5    33 
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ted into the institation. These cases, we hope, by the prompt use of means, to cure, 
but some time will be required for its accomplishment. 

So far as our information extends, we know of no institution of the kind, in the Uni- 
ted States, where the inmates enjoy as good health as they do in this. Whether this 
depends upon locality entirely, we will not say. We, however, incline to the belief, 
that the treatment which the inmates receive has much to do in producing a result so 
desirable. Occupation, exercise, and diet, it is well known, when properly regulated, 
has much to do in promoting a healiby condition of the physical system; and when 
abused, is followed by results varying in proportion to the amount of that abuse. 

The diet furnished the inmates is abundant and good, and probably has as much to 
do in promoting their health as any other single cause. Besides the good effects pra- 
duced by an abundant supply of food upon the health of the inmates, they are rendered 
much more manageable than they would be if kept upon scant supply of indifferem 
food. All experience teaches, that men can be easily governed when they are well 
fed. The hungry are prompted by-the goadings of an empty stomach to the worst 
acts known to our race. It is asad mistake that the convicts, im many of the peniten- 
tiaries of this country, are kept at that exciting point of hunger which changes man 
into a devil in feeling, and a brute in conduct. The average daily consnmption of each 
prisoner is about 13 Jbs. of bread, § Ib. of bacon, 14 Ibs. of beef, and rye coffee, with- 
out sugar, for breaktast. | . 

They are furnished with vegetables in their season, two or three times a week; Irish 
potatoes, cabbages, and turnips are supplied in abundance. Soup is served very often, 
and is made of beef, seasoned with potatoes, cabbages, turnips, etc. Of this they are 
allowed to eat freely. When vegetables or soup is given them, the quantity of meat is 
lessened, but the bread is not. They are also furnished with buttermilk in large quan- 
tities during the summer and fall. 

A special diet is allowed the sick, and is furnished from the private table of the 
Warden. 

The present hospital is too small for the accommodation of the sick during the sum- 
mer season, and if an unusual amount of disease should occur at any time, great incon- 
venience and much suffering would be felt for the want of suitable accommodations for 
the sick. 

LEWIS SNEED, 
W. C. SNEED, 3 Physicians. 

1846.—Keerer’s Report. 

During the last session of the Legislature, a law was passed authorizing the purchase 
of a certain lot of ground adjoining the penitentiary, which was accordingly done, at a 
cost of $3,400; the commissioners of the sinking fund were also authorized to contract 

ith the Keepers of the penitentiary to inclose said lot with a good and substantial 
wall, so as to include it within the prison limits. This contract was closed at the low 
rice of $4,731, and the work is now complete. The wall stands on a foundation 6 

feet broad at its base, and 5 feet below the surface of the ground; its thickness, at 
the surface of the earth, is 4 feet, height 25 feet, and battered on both sides to two feet 
thick atthe top, In regard to the eating-room and chapel, we have to say that the 
contract for this building is closed with the commissioners of the sinking fond, the 
foundation laid, and as soon as the weather will permit in the spring, it will be com- 
pleted. The airing and lighting of the cells, by inserting eight large windows, in obe- 
dience to an order of the commissioners, proves to be an excellent improvement. The 
female prison has, since last session, been completed, and is ready for your inspection; 
it is very strong, and entirely fire-proof. 

The financial condition of the institution, we find, is rather better than we iad antici- 
pated, though the principal branch of business carried on in it, from which the much 
greater portion of the profits of former years has been derived—to wit, the manufacture 
of bagging—has dwindled down to comparatively nothing, and the net profits arising 
from that important branch have been exceedingly small. We have not, however, 
made the first dollar of bad debts in the sale of that article. We have been buying 
hemp at from $2 50 to $3 per hundred weight, and have sold bagging at from 7 to 84 

cents per yard; and while we have been buying hemp at the same prices which other 
manufacturers have paid, we have been uble, in consideration of the quality of our man- 
ufactured article, to not only find a market, and a preference given our article, but also 
a better price than many have been compelled to sell at, and at the same time pick our 
purchasers; and while we have barely sustained ourselves in that branch, many of our   
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brother manufacturers have been crushed to ruin by the low prices at which they have 
been competled to sell. In regard to the manufacture of hemp in fature, we are not 
ally determined as yet; but will certainly avoid it as far as practieable. Many, 
indeed, of the other branches of mauiriactures in the institution are atfording so litle 
profit, that we shall be compelled to abandon some of them, if we can possibly finda 
substitate by which to do better. 

We have availed ourselves of cvery possible means in our power to carry out the 
wishes of the Legislature and every true philanthropist in regard to the moral and 
religious, instruction of this unfortunate portion of our race;"and we most heartily 
acknowledge that it is a source of mmch gratification to us, to see the manifest dispo- 
sition on the part of nearly al) the prisoners to conform to law and good morals, sub- 
mitting to the laws of the prison with that character of submissiveness which ought to 
be gratilying to every true lover of man. 

We look forward with pleasure to a day early in next season, when we will be pre- 
pared with a suitable school-room and chapel, where we can carry on the work of 
moral and religions instruction more perfectly, and where those ministers of the ditfer- 
ent denominations who have labored with us can be rendered 
we have been able to make them heretcfore, while they 
pleasant part of our duties; and although @ fair proportion of our best energies have 
een constantly engaged in endeavoring to promote the moral and religious interests 

of the prisoners, yet, for want of suitable buildings and other means, we have not been 
able to do what we would wish; but sufficient provision having been made, we most 
confidently promise to present to your houorable body, at the meeting of your next 
session, their condition in a much more favorable light. Ministers of the ditferent de- 
nominations of our town and its vicinity, ceneraily, have contributed to aid us in 
advising the prisoner for his good, to whom we feel thankful. 

CRAIG & HENRY, Agents and Keepers. 

1846.—C.ierk’s Report. 

Disbursements.—For hemp, lumber, iron, leather, ete., $29,375 02; victualing pris- 
oners, 5,719 57; clothes and bedding for prisoners, 1,281 63; wood and coal fer engine, 
blacksmith shop, ete., 2,473 7 wagons, hauling hemp, stone, lumber, wood, etc., 
1,800 56; pay of officers, physicians, aud guards, 4,387 35; cash paid to prisoners, $5 
each, as directed by law, 285; tools and implements of trade for workshops, 966 41; 
brick and lumber for new buildings, 388 24; cash paid town of Frankfort, water priv- 
ilege for use of engine, and repairs of pipe, 68 70; travelling expenses to various points, 
including trip east on business of the institution, 227 55; cash paid ferriage and turn- 
pike for wagons, hauling stone, hemp, etc., 176 02; medicines and medical instruments 
tor use of prison hospital, 60 69; rew: and expenses incident to arrest and return 
of escaped convicts, 83 43; lot purchased for extension of prison wall, as authorized by 
act of assembly, 2,400; cash paid stonemasous engaged in the erection of prison wall, 
836 63; moral and religious instruction, 237 38: stationery for use of office, 52 20; 
rinting office-blanks, advertisements, etc., 44 37; postage, letters sent and received on 
usiness of institution, 9 05; tobacco for use of prisoners, as directed by law, 166 25; 

two yoke of oxen purchased for use of prison, 75: total, $51,114 81. 
Rcceipis.—By Craig and Henry, advanced for institution, $2,311 20; cash received 

for the sale of bagging and baled hemp, and for the manufacture of bagging, 30,299 11; 
cash received for the sale of articles at prison, 6,287 47; cash loaned by the State, per 
act approved Feb, 23, 1846, 6,006; cash received for lock-up fees, for the safe-keeping 
gras 195; by barter, (mancfactured articles given in exchange,) 6,022 03: total, 
ol, 81. 
The number of prisoners in confinement on the Ist day of December, 1845, was 176; 

received into the prison from the Ist day of December, 1845, to the 1st day of Decem- 
ber, 1846, 71: total, 247. The number discharged during the same time is as follows: 
By expiration of sentence, 32; by pardon of Gov. Owsley, 22; restoration to rights of 
citizenship by pardon of Gov. Owsley, 1 day previous to expiration of sentence, 3; 

death, 2 escaping, 1: total, 60. Leaving in confinement on the Ist day of December, 
846. 187. 
Color.---White males, 166; colored males, 21: total, 187. 

_ Crimes.—For manslaughter, 13; burglary, 9; larceny, 72; horse stealing, 32; assiat- 
ing slaves to run away, 8; felony, 12; intent to kill, 4; passing counterfeit money, 13; 
forgery, 3; highway robbery, 4; arson, 3; counterfeiting, 3; perjury, 3; bigamy, 2; 
rape, 2; mail robbery, 1; poisoning, 1; slave stealing, 1; mayhem, 1: totel, 187.  
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Connties.—Allen, 1; Breckinridge, 6; Barren, 2: Ballard, 1; Boone, 2; Bracker 

2; Bullitt, 1; Christian, 3; Clay, 13 Clarke, 2; Campbell, 4; Carroll, 1; Daviess, 14 

Fatill, 1; Fayette, 6; Fulton, 2; Gallatin, 2; Greenup, 1; Hardin, 2: Hickman, Q5 

Hopkins, Harrison, 1; Henry, 1; Henderson, 1; Jefferson, 84: Jessamine, 1; Ken- 

ton, 4; Li gston, 55 Laurel, 1; Lincoln, 2; Logan, 4; Madison, 2; Mercer, 3; 

Mason, 3; M'Cracken, 1; Meade, 1; Monroe, 1; Morgan, 1; Nicholas, 1; Obie, 1; 

Owen, 1; Pulaski, 1; Russell, 1; Scott, 4; Shelby, 1; Simpson, 2; Washington, 5; 

Warren, 1; Wayne, 2; Whitley, 1; United States Court, 1: total, 187. 

Term of Sentences.—For 40 years, 3; 22 yeurs, 1; 15 years, 1; 12 years, 1; 16 

years, 15; 9 years, 2; 8 years, 7; 7 years, 10; G6 years, 1; 6 years, 10; 54 years, 1; 

2;°4 years, 38; 35 years, 1; 3 years 4 months, 1; 3 years, 33: 

24 years, 2; y' 25; 1 year 10 months, 1; 1 year 6 months, 1; 1 year 1 day, 1; 

L year, 19: total, 187. . 

‘Education.—Saperior, or those who have a classical or scientific education, 3; good, 

or those who have received a general English education, 20; common, or those whe 

ean read, write, and cipher, 49; poor, or those who can only spell and read, 53; none, 

or those who are entirely destitute of education, 62: total, 187. 
Ages.—From 15 to 20 years of age, 20; 20 to 30, 87; 30 to 40, 44; 40 to 50, 19; 

50 to 60, 14; 60 to 70, 2; 70 to 80, L: total, 187. 

Previous Habits—Habitually intemperate, 62; occasionally intemperate, 95; tem- 

perate, 30: total, 187. 
Relations.—Single, 96; married, 75; widowers, 11; separated, 5: total, 187. 

Number of prisoners received from the different counties for the last 1L years:— 

Counties —1836: Adair, 1; Bourbon, 2; Breckinridge, 2; Campbell, 2; Fayette, 

2; Fleming, 1; Green, 1; Harlan, 1; Hart, 1; Hickman, 1; Jefferson, 20; Knox, 27 

Livingston, 1, Laurel, 2; Lewis, 2; Mason, 1; Mercer, 1; Owen, 2; Ohio, 1; Perry, 

1; Seott, 1; Washington, 1: total, 49. 1837: Adair, 1; Breckinridge, 1; Campbell. 

Daviess, 1; Fayette, 4; Greenup, 23 Hopkins, 1; Harrison, 1; Hickman, 2: Jef- 

on, 21; Livingston, 1; Laurel, 3; Lawrence, 1; Mason, 1; Morgan, 1; Mercer. 

1; Nicholas, 3; Oldham, 1; Rockcastle, 1; Scott, 13 Whitley, 1; U.S. Court, 1: total, 

51. 1838: Boone, 1; Bath, 2; Builitt, t; Christian, 1; Clay, 13 Campbell, 5; Floyd, 1; 

Fleming, 1; Harrison, 5; Hancock, 2; Hardin, 1; Hickman, 1; Jetierson. 34; Living- 

ston, 1; Mason, 1; Madison, 1; Nelson, 1; Nicholas, 1; Pike, 2; Russell, 2; Trigg, 1+ 

Warren, 1; U. 8. Court, 1: total, 68. 1839: Bath, 2; Bullitt, 3; Christian, 13 C arke, 

1; Clay, 2; Campbell, 4; Daviess, 1; Fayette, 3; Greenup, 2; Green, 23 Harlan, 1; 
Henry, 1; Henderson, 23 Hickman, 2; Jefferson, 30; Jessamine, 4; Enox, 2; Live 
ingston, 1; Lewis, 1; M'Cracken, 1; Montgomery, 2; Muhlenburg, 1; M 
Morgan, 1; Madison, 1; Pendieton, 1: Shelby. 1; Todd, 1; Trigg, 1; \ 
1; Warren, 1: total, 78. 1840: Anderson, 1; Bourbon, 13 Bullitt, 2; Ch . 
Caldwell, 1; Daviess, 1; Fayette, 3; Franklin, 1; Garrard, 1; Green, 1; Harrison, 2+ 
Henry, 1; Hart, 1; Henderson, 2; Hickman, 2; Jefferson, 35; Kenton, 15 Laurel, 
3; Logan 1; Lawrence, 1; M‘Cracken, 2; Mason, 2; Nicholas, 2; Ohio, 2; Scott, 1; 
Whitley, 1: total, 71. 1841: Anderson, 1; Breckinridge, 2; Boone, 2; Carroll, 15 
Clay, 1; Campbell, 1; Estill, 1 4; Fleming, }; Gallatin, 1; Hopkins. 1; J ef 
ferson, 36; Knox, 1; Kenton, 2; Livingston, 4; Logan, 1; M-Cracken, 1; Montgom- 
ery, 1; Mason, 1; Meade, 1; Perry, 1; Russell, 1; Shelby, 1; Washington, 1: Whit- 
ley, 1: total, 69. 184%: Allen, 1; Barren, 1; Bracken, 1; Ballard; Breckinridgq, }: 

1; Carroll, 3; Caldwell, 2; Campbell, 1; Fayette, 1; Franklin, 1; -Fleming, 1; 
Greenup, 3; Graves, 1; Hopkins, 1; Hancock, 1; Henderson, 1; Hickman, 3; Jetfer- 
son, 37; Kenton, 2; Laurel, 2; Logan, 3; M‘Cracken, 3: Mason, 13 Meade, 1; 
Mercer, 1; Madison, 1; Pendleton, 1; Washington, 3; United States Court, i: total, 
$1. 1843: Allen, 1; Barren, 1; Boone, 1; Bullitt, 3; Christian, 1; Calloway, 1; 
Caldwell, 1; Fayette, 3; Franklin, 1; Greenup, 2; Harlan, 1; Henry, 1; Hancock, 
13; Henderson, 1; Hickman, 3; Jefferson, 27; Knox, 1; Kenton, 7; Livingston, 23 
Logan, 1; M‘Cracken, 23 Marshall, 1; Mason, 4; Morgan, 1; Monroe, 1; Pulaski, 2; 
Scott, 1; Washington, 1; United States Court, 1: total, 74. 1844: Barren, 1; Daviess, 
1; Fayette, 2; Grayson, 1; Greenup, 1; Garrard, 2; Green, 1; Hopkins, 1: Hardin, 
1; Jefferson, 31; Jessamine, 1; Kenton, 2; Livingston, 2; McCracken, 2; lercer, 1; 
Nelson, i; Ohio, 1; Pendleton, 1; Simpson, 1; Todd, 1; Washington, 15 i 
States Court, 1: total, 57. 1845: Breckinridge, 1; Christian, 1; Fayette. 4; Fl 
2; Gallatin, 2; Henry, 1; Hardin, 1; Hickman, 2; Jefferson. 34; Li 
Laurel, 1; Logan, 1; Lawrence, 1; M‘Cracken, 3; Mason, 2; Marion, 1; 

Mercer, Madison, 1; Nicholas, 1; Simpson, 1; Scott, 5; Shelby, 1: Warren, 1, 
total, 74. 1846: Allen, 1; Bracken, 2; Ballard, 1; Breckinridge. 2; Boone, 1; 
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Christian, 2; Clarke, 2; Calloway, 1; Clay, 1; Campbell, 5; Fayette, 2; ; 
Gallatin, 1; Hopkins, 3; Harrison, 1; Jefferson, ote Kenton, 1 7 Tene Pee 
1; Lincoln, 2; Mason, 3; Mercer, 1; Monroe, 1; Madison, 13 Owen, 1 : Pulaski, li 

Russell, 1; Washington, 3; Wayne, 2: total. 71: total in 11 years, 743. , om 
_The foregoing 743 prisouers were convicted of the following crimes: For larceny, 

2514 horse stealing, 86; manslaughter, 44; passing counterfeit money, 42; burglary, 
25; forgery, 16; assisting slaves to run away, 15; intent to kill, 14; arson, 12 ; per- 
jury, 9; highway robbery, 7; counterfeiting, 6; mail robbery, 5; bigamy, 4; stealing 
slaves, 3; mayhem, 3; rape, 2; pvisoning, 1; felony, 198: total, 743. 

Of these there were 735 males; & females: total, 743. 
CHAS. S. WALLER, Clerk. 

1846.—Puysicians’ Report. 

An unusual amount of sickness prevailec ring y y 
lowing statement. The nuinber o cases nad ‘the fear disease. ae oe eliee : pe foe 2 ‘he ses, 8 » are as follows :— 

Asthma, 1; bronchitis, 4; catarrh, 24; cephalalgia periodica, 14; constipation, 57; 
cholera morbus, 9; diarrhoea, 20; dislocation of hip joint, 1; epilepsy, 3; fever, inter- 
mittent, 10; do. continued, 2; do. typhoid, 9; fistula in ano, 1: faruncle, 14; hemor- 
rhoids, 11; hernia, 1; incised wounds, 5; opthalmia, 63; consumption, 1; pneumo- 
nia, 11; pleuritis, 6; rheumatism, acute, 21; do. chronic, 16; tubercles of the brain, 1 

Of the above, 47 were diseased when brought to the institution, and consequent} y 
had to nudergo medical treatment before they were fit for service. y 

During the year 2 deaths occenvred—one from consumption, and the other from 
tubercles ia the brain—a very rare aud obscure disease. . 

There are no idiots nur insane prisoners iu the institution, and not more than 5 or 6 
persons unfit for service. An old German, afflicted with chronic rheumatism, is now, 
and hus been for many months, in the hospital, and from the nature of his disease, 
being incurable, must continue to be a tax on the commonwealth as long as his confine. 

nt lasts. Another man, with chronic ophthalmia, which he had when admitted, and. 
which is incurable, must also be a tax to the State during the term of his sentence. 

Ophthalinia prevailed as an epidemic during the summer and fall, and attacked about 
one third of the inmates. Owing to the want of proper hospital arrangements, the 
disease was exceedingly difficult of management, and caused great loss of time and 
mouch suffering to the patients. The sick of other diseases, and those with ophthalmia, 
were necessarily kept together, the conscquence of which was that the patients, on 
recovering from one disease, were almost sure to be attacked with ophthalmia and 

ad to undergo another course of treatment, in many cases protracted to months. , 
V. C. SNEED, 2 Physici 
LEWIS SNEED, 5° 7S!ns- 

Synopsis of the Report of the Ohio Penitentiary for_1848, 

1846.—Directors’ Report. 

The aggregate amount of earnings in the penitentiary is greater than that of last year. 
The expenses are also increased. This latter circumstance is partly owing to the fact, 
that the average number of prisoners has been higher than that of last year, and the 
prices of certain articles of provision also higher. In the article of pork alone, the in- 
creased price over other years has increased the expenditures probably ten or twelve 
hundred dollars. The apparent expenditures have been increased by the payment of 
several debts, which did not properly belong to this financial year, amounting to some 
four or five thousand dollars. So far as an increased benevolence, in regard to the food 
and clothing and general comfort of the prisoners, is extended, just so far will there be 
necessarily, an increased expense. , 

We had been impressed for some time with the fact, that sufficient provision had not 
been made for the female convicts. Though few in number, yet left so much to them- 
selves, with no one of the pure and virtuous of their own sex to direct and modify their 
conduct, their condition, in a moral point of view, and, as far as reformation was con- 
cerned, seemed deplorable enough. Discord, evil dispositions, excited temper, and 
sharp contention, would frequently bear sway, without control, among them. Such  
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zi ir situati i im their condition being so desirable, we 
being their situation, and an improvement im t! : 

have taken the responsibility of authorizing the Warden to employ a female assistant, 

iness it is to have the oversight, and direct the movements, of the fem: 

vhenere? to. minister to their peculiar wants, and make efforts for their moral {improves 

ment. Accordingly, he has selected, for this duty, Miss Mary Williams, ° nernsey 

county—a lady, in our opinion, especially fitted for such an employ ment, | ve are 

happy to Jearu that salutary effects are already perceivable in the deporiment tl ose 

ersons, and a much increased amount of useful work performed by them. v e wou 

respectfully, but urgently, recommend to the Legislature some permanent prevision for 

inuance of this employment, , . 

oie penitentiary has been required to perform some important works, which have 

involved heavy expenditures; and these works are not in any wise, nec 

own existence or prosperity. Of this number is the appropriation of $ ,0' oe 

viet labor to extend the tanatie ayia. About $7,000 of that debt is yet unpaid. 

i in progress of liquidation. . 

+» ne purchase of & stone quarry, and the construction of a railroad to the same, were 

made a part of the duties of this board. This duty has been discharged, we think, 

upon terms highly favorable to the interests of the State, but it has involved the peni- 

tentiary in a debt which presses very heavily upon it, and indeed renders the situation 

of those whose duty it is to conduct its affairs somewhat unpleasant, wy fj 

It was also the duty of this institution to construct a turnpike, with a sidewalk, from 

the prison to Broad-street. near the Scioto bridge. ‘This is not far from completion, but 
i itional cash expenditure. 

se a at aportant and expensive requirement which has been made upon ihe 

Ohio penitentiary is the construction of a new State-house, the necessity for whie ie 

every year made more manifest by the increase of population and the dilapidation o1 

we old strrcture. And now we think it would not be asking too much of your bon- 

orable body, to relieve opr institution a! the debt whieh bangs peer a prrebase 

for the unpaid porticn of the debt de atic asylum. of the stone quarry, an paid p ne ea 

HORATIO J. COX, >} Directors. 
J. RIDGWAY, 

1846.—Warpen’s Report. 

On entering upon the discharge of my duties as Warden of the penitentiary, I deter- 

mined, as far as possible, to rule by the Jaw of kindness aud humanity, believing that 

by so doing a more salutary inflnence might be exerted over the minds of the convicts, 

and that a resort to severe and rigid measurcs of discipline, instead of being constant, 

would only be occasionally necessary. So far the results of this course have answered 

u ~ . + 

ieee eeatering upon the discharge of my duties in June last, with but comparatively 

few exceptions, the prisoners have been quiet and orderly in their deportinent. Dx 

cluded, by their infraction of the laws, from intercourse with their fellow-men, bran e¢ 

with crime, and doomed to a life of infamy, feeling that they have forfeited the confi- 

dence and respect of community, they are, nevertheless, and perhaps for that very ree 

gon, susceptible to expressions of tenderness and sympathy, to a degree which wou 

much surprise those who are accustomed to regard this class © eople as utter ly har- 

dened and incorrigible, aud strangers to the sympathies, and feelings, and softer emo- 

ions, ich generally reside in the human breast. . oe 

toe may be cases, it is true, where hardened offenders have their moral sensibili- 

ties so blanteéd as to be little susceptible even to considerate acts of kindness, and have 

thus passed, in the career of crime and degradation, beyond the point where reforma- 
tion can he reasonably looked for. But such cases, it may well be believed, are excep 

tions to the general rule, and should not be regarded as characterizing the whole class. 

A great difficulty with convicts is a feeling of recklessness and despair. Their repu- 

tation is gone, the confid ol is forfeited—ig y is written upon 

their history, and they feel themselves to be objects of scorn and contempt, uneared 

for and unpitied ; and under the rigorous sway of a severe and rigid disciplinary sys- 

tem, they settle down into stolid indifference and desperation, and become callous to 

the just claims of God and man upon them. Steeped in degradation, they fear no more 

the ‘world’s frown or its disgrace. Unaccustomed to the mild tones of commiserating 

condescension and pity, they hope nothing, they ask nothing, from the sympaiby of 

an “unfeeling world; an when their term of sentence expires, they leave their   
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ptison abode, punished it is true, but not reformed, and at once seek their level with 
the vile and vicious, and are ready to commence anew their career of crime and wick- 
edness, preying upon society, rather than exerting an influence to promote its safety 
and good order. Thus the great desideratuim of prison discipline, namely, reFoRMa- 
tion, is defeated. 

Reformation is, and should be, the paramount and absorbing interest of the State, 
while the mere matter of profit aceruing from convict labor should be quite a secondary 
consideration. True, the internal police of the prison should be conducted by a strict 
adherence to system, and by a resort to all needful severity to insure strict compliance 
with necessary requisitions. Systematic and careful measures of economy should be 
adopted and strictly adhered to, that the prison may sustain itself, if indeed it does not 
afford a revenue to the State; while at the same time the greatest benefit that the 
State can realize will be in the mended morals, improved heart, and general reforma- 
tion of offenders, and their restoration to usefulness as members of society. Au indi- 
vidual thus reclaimed and saved, and returned to society, is of far more tonsequence 
to the State than a few dollars, more or less, wrung from bis toil under a severe, 
unyielding, aud unpitying disciplmary system, having pecuniary guin for its chief end, 
the convict to be restored under it, at the end of his term of service, to freedom 
simply—not to the confidence of his fellow-men, bet to the haunts of vice, and a 
renewed course of crime and degradation. 

Our penitentiary systems, uoking to the reformation of offendcrs. have been and are 
defective; but it is a gratifying consideration that the active benevolence of the humane 
and philanthropic is directed to remedy this defect, and 1i encficial influence o 
such exertions is beginning to be felt in prisons where cruelty, rather than kindness, 
has sometiues been predominant. The trae principle of reform seems at leugth to 
have been discovered. The lash, or any form of vorporal chastisemeut, may coerce, 
but never can reclaim. Kindness may tonch the hardest heart, and subdue and chaster 
the most rebellious spirit. This is a principle which enters deeply into the philosophy 
of the human mind; nay, more—it finds place iu the divine philosophy of Him who 
formed the human mind, and knows all its secret springs of action. 

“ Luve, and love only, is the boon cf love.” 

This priuciple holds good everywhere, and will assert its power and integrity 
wherever Inman intercourse is known, aud will he funnd existing as well in the cell 
of the convict as in the virtuous walks of tife. Kindness, then—a principle founded in 
the soundest philosaphy, and so clearly adapted in its influence to the structure of the 
buman inind—should surely be permitted to have the ascendency in every disciplinary 
system whose end is reformation, over the more sayage code which commands and in- 
sures every act of chedience by brute force. By the operation of mildness and pity, 
hope may even lighten up with its lambent flame the cell of the convict, and the peni- 
teutiury itself cease to be a den of despair to a majority of its inmates. 

he system adopted for the management and government of this penitentiary, is be- 
lieved to be one calculated to exert a beneficial inflhnence upon the convicts. While, 
by the regimen of the prisou, each bas his own separate cell, aud all speaking inter- 
course with each other is prohibited, except in the presence of an officer, yet they are 
permitied to mingle with each other in the shops in silent lubor, enjoying their meals 
im common, together listen to the instruction of the Chaplain on the Sabbath, and share 
in the exercises of the Sabbath school; and thus, in a variety of ways, have the dull 
monotony of the prison scene broken, and the mind kept frum falling back entirely 
upon itself without relief or resource from without. In this respect our system is be- 
lieved to possess advantages over those which confine the prisoner to a nearly unbroken 
and unvarying solitude, as it regards all the circumstances of labor, refreshment, and 
repose. From the nature of things, it would seem that exclusively slitary confinement 
must be prejudicial to the health, both mental and physical, of the prisoner. In every 
system of discipline, the great fact should be borne in mind, that man is a social being, 
and thus made for society, and that long, protracted, solitary confinement must work. 
his injury, or his ruin. Convicts, to a great extent, are uneducated men, and have but 
few internal resources, of their own to sustain the mind. Such individuals depend upon 
the sight of the eye, intercourse with their fellow-men, and external resources generally, 
for their mental activity and vigor. In case of the solitary confinemeut of such indi- 
viduals, the mind, thrown back upon itself, with but scanty furniture, and no resource 
from within to supply the deficiency of its customary external aliinent, preys upon 
itself, and sooner or later demolishes its own structure, producing imbecility or insanity. 
This consequence is illustrated in the case of men of active business habits, who, after  
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gears of activity, withdraw from business to spend the remainder of their days in retire- 
ment and repose. In vain do such individuals seek for happiness and contentment. 
Deprived of their accustomed pursuits, they find retirement and solitude uncongenial; 
heir minds prey upon themselves, become diseased, and insanity and suicide are not 
infrequent results. 
The library of the prison, which, according to the report of the Chaplain of last year, 

aumbered less than 300 volnmes, has this year been increased, by the efforts of the 
sresent Chaplain, to 2,000 volumes. Each prisoner is supplied with a book every Sat- 
arday, and eagerly receives it as a precious boon; and thus the library will prove to 
ve, no doubt, an important instrument in promoting the work of reform, and in aiding 
vo reclaim many of the convicts. 
The present number of convicts in the penitentiary is 498, and a fact of much inter- 

4st, and worthy of particular notice is, that for six or eight years past, notwithstanding 
the great and rapid increase of population in the State, the number of convicts has not 
materially infcreased. This is a fact that speaks well for the good order and morality 
which seem to keep pace with the growing numbers of our population. 

The number of female convicts is only 9. A number so disproportionate to the 
whole, must attract attention, and afford cause for special felicitation, that the gentler 
gex are not more numerously represented among the convicts of our penitentiary. 

By a resolution of your board, the Warden of this penitentiary was authorized to se- 
cure the services of a female superintendent, to take the more particular charge an 
oversight of the female convicts. The services of such a superintendent have been 
secured, and she has entered upon the discharge of her duties with a prospect of great 
usefulness in her particular sphere, 

The receipts of the institution, fur the year ending on the 30th of November, 1846, 
are as follows :— 

Cash received on account of smith, hame, lace, and saddle-tree shops, $17,299 84; 
toolmakers, 0475; pail and rake shops, 2,478; tailor shop, 2,461 34; engines and 
machinery, 2,253 58; carpetmakers, 2,496 16; State shoemakers, 254 63; prison slops, 
1,002 24; lampers, (promiscuous labor,) 25 interest, 491 74; incidental expen- 
ses, 15 50; visitors, 1,064 62; United States, 659; fnel and light, 731 13; stonecutting, 
23; cooper shop, 4,353 65; carpenters, 103; dental instrument and toolmaking, 
566 75: total cash receipts, $38,303 12. 

Additional earnings for the present year, for which cash has not heen r 
Convict labor on lunatic asylum, $3,534 54; new State-house, 1,269 1¢ 

nue, 525 60; railroad, 104 80; lime kilns, 200 80; repairi i 
due from United States, 380 50; do. from individuals, 121 15: 

Which show the earnings of the past year to have been $45,545 23. 
he expenditures from December 1, 1845, to December 1, 1846, for the support of 

the institution, have been as follows :— 
Cash paid for clothing, $3,289 96; furniture, 833 38; fuel and light, 1,886 28: pro- 

vision. 10,269 02; forage, 199 31; incidental expenses, 314 80; discharged convicts, 
372 55; stationery, 37 88; teams, 92 49; escaped convicts, 160 42; engines ana ma- 
chinery, 507 52; salary, 8,882 68; smiths’ shop, 60 40; printing and postage, 43 84; 
visitur’s guard, 66; moral instructor, 400; guards salary to lunatic asylum convicts, 
300; State-house, do., 687 25; hospital, 186 65; State shoe shop, 21: total, $28,085 84, 
showing the earnings of the past year over expenses to have been $17,459 39. 

The number of prisoners in confinement on the 30th November, 1845, was 482; the 
number recevied into the penitentiary from that time to November 30, 1846, is 151: 
making in all, 633. 

This number has been reduced during the year, as follows: By expiration of sen- 
tence, 20; patdon from the governor, 43; restoration to citizenship, 60; death from 
disease, 7; writs of error, 4; pardon from President of United States, 1: total, 135. 

Leaving tt coufinement, November 30, 1846, 498. 
Of the above number of convicts in confinement, November 30, 1846, there are white 

males, 438; white females, 5: colored males, 52; colored females, 3. 
In conclusion, I will only add, that it must afford matter of sincere congratulation to 

every benevolent mind, that the severity of ancient prison discipline is universally re- 
laxing—that sentiments of philanthropy and tenderness are penetrating the walls of 
penitentiaries-~and that the State itself, in an important sense, becomes the kind am 
affectionate gnardian of the interests, the welfare, and moral well-being of a class of her 
people, who, though having offended against the laws, and the good order of society, 
and thus become the victims of their own crimes, are, nevertheless, objects of pity and 
commiseration—are still members of the human family, and, as such, not cut off from   
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the sympathies of our co x ; mmon natures, and. i and reclaim. With such sentiments, and h diseipling stead of being th a 
become, to a degree, a 
and the criminal, imay be reclaimed f; . Tom the e the paths of rectitude and virtue—to feel that th 8pects this world, or that world of retribution w! nigh lies beyond this gener 28 it rex hich lies beyond this transi 

LAUREN DEWEY. Wanker” 
3 Mambo of Fonvicts from each County. Ashtabula, 3; Adams, 3; Athens, 5; B. 
Columbiana, 33 Clark. 20° cing, ae ree. tas ey Coshocton 
eee 83 Clark, 2 ; nt, 25 ot; Dela 5 ; Erie, tom 7D ae ag itield, 5; Gallia, 63 Guernsey, 1; Geauga 37 Gatence, Pi brie, Sep LTS Hi meen, i E uron, 4; Highland, 5; Hocking, 2; Holmes Qo: Hi ys ; ee reom, 3 son, 1; Lawrence, 14; Lorain, 8; Logan, 7; Lake, 2: Li oa tg ie ne, Manion eomery, 8; Miami, 1; Muskingum, 183 Morgan Q; Mei se ei 6; Richtana q 1, ea ares 33 Portage, 12; Pickaway, 8; Preble 133, Perre 4 3 ‘Me 3; Tuscarawas, 2: Te, e Shelby, 3; Scioto, 15; Summit, 4; Sandusky 3) Sen sca ean yee 25 ' ™ ull, 1; Washington, 63 Warren, 10; Wa he, 4a; Kn 3. > ~id} Single, 283. Temperate, 165; intemperate, 333. yao om 8. 

1846.—Morat Insrrucror’s Report. 
Knowing its powerful influe t i 

and denn gis powerkal i eee restore the soul, and call it off from the mise: 
fectually to accomplish this purpose, bealihy action to the mind, I resolv. ab pont 300 reames, and these mostly Sabbath-school books, much too limited for thei vamts. | abe Pposes my intention Contractors, and to some of the citi. ve S 13 object, and I fhe fhurch and ge é public, who promptly responded to the call so trac eeeat e 2,000 volumes of books in the library, with the , hundred 

Pale oUt 3,0 
3 assurance of several hundred. 

The inmates have increased i i i 
| a re much in their desire t interested in acquiring useful knowledge; it is they h and re ntened Am [ asked, can these ed 2 Lanswer you. cnet them can, by | indness, and by giving them something to hope for; and t trust, wor nae are eformed in their purposes for future life. and some of the hi ‘been aysed in heart by the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. ma have been have public worship every Sabbath in the chapel, and this has not been in vain. 

and many have become 

We seo rayer ever: 
yen 1t is convenient. We have a Sabbath school direction of some Christian gentlemen of the “city, ‘and eat ise i er zealous and faithful fabora, 1 have commen: a Bi class, wht 

to contin 
ced a Bible class, which I purpo: 

J cannot conclude this re i i 
[ 1 port without calling your attention t i eek may, with great propriety, be called children, from 14 tos youn of eee ae for gon @ minor ° lence have been sentenced to imprisonment here, for from ito3 Years; 80 eof them have respectable and pious parents, who, with their families, Moanded an and be ‘egraced. rot Youths have been led off in an evil hour by bad 

disgrace fixed on then for all fatare fee be reclaimed, without having 8 mark of would respectfally suggest, whether i 
' : gest, it would not be much better fo i ture is Provide a pouse of refuge or correction, to which all such should "be wen page ia. mania at or school. This would not attach so much disgrace, and would Hie ete ly to reform. I believe all parents who know the temptations to which en are exposed, would give their hearty approbation. 

54 J. B, FINLEY, Moral lnstractor.  
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1846.—Paysician’s Rerorr. 
1am unprepared to offer, in the way of comment upon the tables, anything which I 

could suppose, at the present time, of essential utility, and have only to add in this 
connection, that if the number of deaths is somewhat less than has heretofore been the 
fact, it is possible that the general character of disease within the walls may have been 
less grave than al previous periods. This, puint of course I am incompetent to deter- 
taine. With respect to the present year, 1 am not aware, judging solely from my own 
experience, that there has been any marked ditference among the diseases prevailing 
within, and immediately without the precincts of the prison establishment. 

Governed by the conviction that the fixed purpose of the directory ever is, to bestow 
upon the sick every needful medical attention, I have regarded it as my first professional 
duty so to time and to number my visits as to meet every probable emergency, and to 
render every practicable aid. 

H. LATHROP, Physician. 

The following statements give the aggregate number of different diseases which have 
occured in the hospital, between the periods of April 16 and November 30, in each of 
the years 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, and 1846, together with the aggregate uumber of 
deaths and lost days during these periods. 

Diseases.—1842; Asthma, 3; anasarca, 1; bilions colic, 5; bilious remitting fever, 
6; bilious pleurisy, 1; burns, 1; cholera morbus, 1; chronic diarrhwa, 1; chronic 
ophthalmia, 1; chronic pleuritis, 2; chronie pneumonia, 7; chronic enteritis, 1; con- 
estion of the brain, 1; constipation, 4; consumption, 3; contusion, 8; diarrh@a, 163 

arcase of kidney, 2; disease of testicle,2; dysentery, 13; debility, 4; entevitis, 1; 
erysipelas, 3; epilepsy, 2; fistula in ano, 2; gastritis, 2; gustroc enteritis, 1; gastric 
irritation, 27; headache, 7; hemicrania, 7; hemorrhoids, 2; hepatitis, 1; hernia, 1; 
hydrothorax and consumption, 1; intermitting fever, 117; incised wound, 9; insane, 
4; irritation of lungs, 26; influenza, 6; inflammatory fever, 5; indigestion, 3; imtes- 
tinal irritation, 10; inflammation of faces, 1; lacerated wound, 1; lumbago, 1; neu- 
ralgia, 1; opthalmia, 4: otilis, 2; pneumonia, 3; plenritis, 7; paralysis partialis, 4; 
pain in breast, 2; pain in face, 1; pain in side, 3; rheumatism, 26; steatomatous tu- 
mor, 1; syphilis, 3; spinal irritation, 2; spasm of wsophagus, 1; sore hand, 2; ton- 
sillitis 3; typhoid fever, 4; vomiting, 1: total, 393. 

1843: Asthma, 6; anasarea, 1; bilious colic, 5; bilieus fever, 21; burns, 3; bilious 
congestive fever, 5; chronic diarrhoea, 4; chronic pneumonia, 3; constipation, 8; con- 
sumption, 1; contusion, 10; colic, 4; cerebritis, 1; diarrh@a 11; disease of kidney, 1; 
disease of testicle, 3; dysentery, 126; disease of spme, 1; debility, 8; erysipelas, 2; 
epilepsy, 2; gastritis, 1; gastric irritation, 78; headache, 9; hemicrania, 2; hemor- 
thoids, 7 ; hepatitis, 2; hemoptysis, 2; hernia humoralis, 1; hematuria, 1; iatermitting 
fever, 110; incised wound, 8; insane, 6; irritation of lungs, 39; influenza, 165% in- 
flammatory fever, 21; indigestion, 2; intestinal irritation, 19; inflammation of fauces, 
1; inflammatory rheumatism, 1; inflamed face, 2; inflammation of lungs, 1; lacerated 
wound, 3; menorrhagia, 1; neuralgia, 1; ophthalmia, 6; otilis, 2; pneumonia, 1; 
paralysis partialis,!; pain in breast, 4; pain in face, 1; pain in side, 6: peripneumo- 
nia, 3; rheumatism, 48; syphilis, 3; sore leg, 3; sore foot, 5; tonsillitis, 9: total, 800. 

1844: Abscess, 6; asthma, 2; anasarea, 2; bilious remitting fever, 6; bilious fever, 
15; burns, 2; chronic diarrhea, 3; chronic pneumonia, 9; constipation, 8; contusion, 22; 
colic, 3; cutaneous eruption, 3; congestive fever, 1; cynanche parotidea, 1; cynancha 
tonsillaris 3; diarrhoea, 122; disease of testicle, 1; dysentery, 17; debility, 7; dis- 
eased scrotum, 1; enteritis, 1; fistula in ano, 3; gastric irritation, 198; gastralgia, i; 

morrhoea, 1; headache, 20; hemorrhoids, 7; hepatitis, 1; hemoptysis, 4; hernia 
umoralis, 1; intermitting fever, 118; incised wound, 6; insane, 2; irritation of Inngs, 

33; inflammatory fever, 5; indigestion, 11; intestinal irritation, 93; injury of eye, 2; 
lacerated wound, 4; neuralgia, 4; ophthalmia, 10; pain in breast, 4; pain in side, 145 
plethora, 1; rubaola, 13; rheumatism, 42; sore leg, 4; secondary syphilis, 1; aprained 
ancle, 1: total, 838. 

1845.—- Abscess, 5; asthma, 2; bilious remitting fever, 1; bilious fever, 24; bilious 
congestive fever, 1; consumption, 1; contusion, 8; colic, 1; caries of lower jaw, 13 
cutaneous eruption, 3; congestive fever, 4; diarrhaa, 48; dysentery, 11; disease of 
chest, 1; disease of heart, 1; debility, 7; dropsy, 2; erysipelas, 1; fistula in ano, 1; 
fracture in arm, 1; fever, 7; stric irritation, 163; hemorrhoids, 9; hemoptysis, 2; 
hernia humoralis, 2; intermitting fever, 221; incised wound, 1; insane, 9; irritation 
of lungs, 23; inflammatory fever, 6; indigestion, 1; intestinal irritation, 26; inflam- 
mation of lungs, 1; lacerated wound, 1; ophthalmia, 3; pneumonia, 1; pleuritis, 1;      
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pain in breast, 6; pain in side, 3; perippeumonia, 4; periodical headach 

ee Aute hand, 15 sore leg, 1; scrofula, 2; tonsillitis, 1: total, 644 9135 the 
lower aneous ore tin, eumption, 1; contusion, 11; colic, 14; caries of 

   oe”? ehoeeepous eruption, 1; cynanche parotidea, 2 3 Cerebritis, 2; ar 5 Sherea, 3 fiarrheea, 140; disease of kidney, 1; dysenter: "28 3 di: f cart, ae ity 63 dropsy, 5; diabetes, 3; erysipelas, 1; epile ay. 7; fever, 39 pen ait fon a § earalgia 17; headache, 49; hernia humorale } t intermitting wens 2985, incised +195 insane, 3 irritation g ; inflam 33 testinal in tation, 97; inflammation of fauces, a1 ; Shree 5 theeeatory rer) ated wound. 18; ophnnaed face, 43 inflammation of lungs, ay jaundice, 1; Taco, Og. eG, 185 » 245 otilis, 2; ptyalism, 1; itis, 25 pain in’ , rt pain in side, 22; rheumatism, 58; scrotal abscess 23 aoa f ver, 53 1 reranat leg: 11: total, 1,034, 0 PPNNEON G35 aleer on Peaks —~ 1842, 8; 1843, 11; 1844, ¢,; 1845, 10; 1846, 5 ay s.— 1842, 4,760; 1843, 5,858; 1844, 6,100; 1845, 6,087 ; 1846, 4,597 » £527, 
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Synopsis of the Reports of the State Prison of Michigan, for 
1845 and 1846, , 

1845.—-Insprcrors’ Report. A . tyes of thee regard Heth mniness and regularity in the management of the internal affairs rison, is s Y observed and enforced, and inst: i inati the convicts, during the past year, have rarely ‘occurred, of insubordination among n i is , 
ae att eee it has been deserved, punishment in the usual manner has been aod eee but in no pnlance has personal chastisement been inflicted, until other obedient ome upavailing to reclaim and bring under subjection the dis- 

The asual religious i . I ig exercises and means of morai cuiture, i 
ig Q authori: fe fo be ‘mapartially extended to the convicts, Every Sabbath afiernon eno ha atten " twine service within the walls of the prison, at which all the con 3 ts ae equired 0 | © present, together with a sufficient number of the keepers and vial d Sto br ore rere er sony oe warty, and the balance of the Sabbath is devoted to the reading ble, which Is given to each convict on hi: teri i 

‘ y of v g » on his entering t in che pris ilege of w iting to their relations, or on business, if’ home he ee SON. mere Hlaced sa mats: oF thereabouts, 18 granted to the convicts, the letters in all cases iz Iso K 
mittel te ean ene the Agent or deputy keeper for perusal, before they are per- rosie ne frou theie ee ee the same medium the convicts are allowed to nds, Hé intercourse kept up in thi i i of much real benefit to the convicts, and renders them more eu rie way is Be whale 

more ores epparent in their daily conduct, and by a more strict attention to their dui 1938 ho ang pe e State prison at this place was commenced in the summer of 2B 88, fron us hie b me to the 3ist October, 1845, there have been 327 commitments, have neh Bere, ire second, and I the third. Of the foregoing commitments, 135 mare Been disc ange by expiration of sentence, 296 have escaped, 5 have died, 1 com- Cane tei * toni le tin an attempt to recapture him, and 40 have been pardoned. snes fae 8 subject are embraced in the report of the Agent hereto 
During th vi ii 
a '§ the past year 4 convicts have made their escape from prison, and are still at 
The convicts have been suppli it isis it 

J b pplied with provisions during the past 6% cents per daily ration for each convict, and a contract be the ening’ year bas bat Do 
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let for that purpose at the of 6 7-30 cents for the same quantity and quality of the va- 

rious kinds of provisions. 
The condition of the prison is such that it has been absolutely necessary to appro 

priate the entire proceeds of the labor of the convicts for the continuation of the build- 

ings, yard wall, workshops, and for the purchase of and fitting up machinery, im order 

that the convicts may be Kept with a greater degree of safety, and be more profitably 

tageously employed. 
and advantageous'y ompiey IRA C. BACKUS, 

LEWIS BASCOM, 
MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, 

‘ Inspectors. 

1845.—Acent’s Report. 

My annual report for the year ending October 31, 1845, is herewith respecttully sub- 

mitted. The following is a brief synopsis of the receipts and expenditures for the year 

ending as aforesaid :— , 

‘Disbursements.—Balance overpaid per last annual report, $456 65; paid guards, 

2,957 06; for rations, 2,859 15; clothing and materials, 1,297 82; wood, 977 11 + hos- 

pital stores, (part for former year,) 159 73; wool, 8078; discharged convicts, 105 40, 

expenses of fugitives, 97 65; agent's travelling expenses, 78 06; convicts deposits, 

17 00; sundry expenses and materials, 617 74; total expenditures, 9,247 44: total, 

9,704 09. . . 

$ Receipts.—From State Treasury, $8,000 00; visitor’s fund, 199 21; convicts depo- 

sits, 18 61; sundries, 5 00: total receipts, $8,222 82. Balance overpaid on this account, 

1,481 27. 
$ Receipts on Building Account.—Balance on hand per last annual report, $281 07 3 

from contractors for convict labor, 6,366 81; simdry persons for labor, 100 16; from 

United States for support of convicts, year ending June 30, 1845, 386 153 rent account, 

108 98; State warrants redeemed, 108 27; articles sold, 37 49; total receipts during 

the year, 7,107 86: total, $7,388 93. This amount expended per account current with 

vouchers herewith submitted and rendered Auditor General, $5,691 86: balance on 

hand on this account, $1,697 07. 
Summary.—¥-xpenditures on convict account including balance, $9.704 09; expen- 

ditures on building account, 5, 691 86; balance on band, October 31, 1845, 215 80: 

total, $15,611 75. . ; 
Since making my last annual report, that portion of the yard wall which then re- 

mained in an unfinished state, has been completed. There has been built for the use 

of the furnace and machine contractors, an additional and commodious brick workshop, 

50 feet by 65, one story high, and in all respects a substantial and suitable building for 

that branch of business. . 

The second tier of cells has been advanced as far as was considered necessary for all 

practical purposes, and so far completed that new cells for the reception of convicts, 

can be arranged on very short notice. 
With your advice and approval, a temporary apartment has been fitted up on the 

floor of the second tier of cells, for the accommodation of the sick, which has thus far 

roved a ve eat convenience. : 

P The centre. Gailding of the main prison was commenced in June last, and the base- 

ment story from the foundation, has been erected, including the partition walls, accord- 

ing to the plan heretofore adopted. for the continuation of the prison buildings. This 

building in extent is 61 by 83 feet on the ground, and joins on to the east gable end of 

the west wing, and when completed will be four stories, or about 50 feet in height 

from the level of the yard. The first, or basement floor, is intended for the kitchen, 

mess-room, cellars, etc., for the use of the prison, the second floor for the offices, turn- 

key’s hall, and other conveniences, and the third floor and above the same, for the resi- 

dence of the Keeper of the prison. ; ; . 

This department of the prison buildings, thus far, is constructed of substantial stone 

masonry, the exterior and partition walls varying from 24 to 34 feet in thickness, and 

placed upon a rock foundation. The front of this building projects about 23 feet from 

the south wall of the two wings, and the face side of the outer wall window and door 

caps and sills is composed of cut stone, which, for beauty and durability, is not sur- 

passed by any building material in the western country. oa 

With ordinary success it is not unreasonable to expect that this building can be nearly 

or quite completed during another year. . . . 

the prison has long felt the want of a supply of water, in addition to the quantity   

Crepe 
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afforded from the wells within the yard, which can only be relied upon for ordinary 
purposes, but should the buildings cf the prison take fire, it would be found wholly in- 
adequate for the emergency. 

That difficulty has. however, been obviated by bringing the water from the Ganson 
spring, the free use of which for that purpose, having been heretofore granted to the 
State by the proprietor. 

The water from said spring, which is situated about 150 rods from the prison, is con- 
ducted the whole distance in logs under ground, and is discharged in a reservoir lo- 
cated in about the centre of the prison yard. This reservoir is of circular form, 12 feet 
deep and 13 feet in diameter, and is lined with a substantial brick wall, laid in water- 
lime, and plastered on the inside with the same material. The entire expense of the 
work, exclusive of the labor of convicts, has been about $35. 

For the year ending October 31, 1844, the number of days lost in consequence of 
sickness and other causes, was 4,400, and during the year past, from the same causes, 
but 2,882, which is a falhng off of over 1,500 days. 

The accurate average number of convicts supported during the past year, is 125, and 
of that number from 80 to 85 have been contracted. 

After the prison buildings are completed, and the convicts all let on contracts, except 
the few that may be required for the ordinary duties connected with the prison, it is 
fair to presume that with 175 able-bodied prisoners the institution can be managed so 
that it will not have to rely upon the treasury for any portion of its maintenance. 

J. H. TITUS, Agent. 

The following is a statement of the number of days’ work performed, and the amount 
earned by convicts daring the year ending 31st October, 1845: 

Fer Contractor.—Iu shoe shop, 2,345 days, at 40 cents a day, $938 00; do., 1,756 
days, at 33 cents a day, 667 28; do., 373 days, at 25 cents a day, 93 25; do., 265 days, 
at 20 cents a day, 53 00; do., 66 days, at 15 ceuts a day, 9 90; in coopers shop, 2,4484 
days, at 38 cents a day, 930 43; furnace and machine shop, 5,577% days, at 30 cents 
a day, 1,673 32: do., 1623 days, at 25 cents a day, 40 69; in wagon shop, 3,065% days, 
at 33} cents a day, 1,021 91; in woolen manufactory, 5,287 days, at 25 cents a day, 
1,321 75; do., 686% days, at 10 cents a day, 68 67; in cabinet shop, 275 days, at 30 
cents a day, 82 50; in tailors shop, 44 days, at 50 cents a day, $22 00. 

For State.—Carpenters shop, 206 days, at 50 cents a day, $103 00; tailors shop, 
957 days, at 50 cents a day, 478 75; weave shop, 645 days, at 50 cents a day, 322 50: 
stone quarry, 1,263 days, at 50 cents a day, 631 50; yard wall, 255 days, at 50 cents a 
day, 127 50; grading yard, 872 days, at 37% cents a day, 327 00; prison buildings, 
1,824 days, at 50 cents a day, 912 00; stone cutting, 5934 days, at 75 cents a day, 
444 37; cooking, washing, driving team, and other work about the prison, 4,315 days, 
at 25 cents a day, 1,078 75; lost by reason of sickness, bad weather, and old age, 2,882 
days: total of earnings, $11,348 07. Amount of labor for contractors, $6,922 70; 
amount of labor for State, $4,425 37. 

Remaining im prison October 31, 1844, 129; received during the year ending Octo- 
ber 31, 1845, 37: total, 159. 
Number discharged during the year ending October 31, 1845, by expiration of sen- 

tence, 26; by pardon, 9; escaped, 4; died, 1: total, 40. 
Number remaining in prison October 31, 1845, 119. 
Employment.——For Contractors—In coopers shop, 10; furnace and machine shop, 20; 

shoe shop, 18; wagon shop, 14; woolen manufactory, 22. For the State—Carpenters 
shop, 3; tailors shop, 4; stone quarry, 7; washroom and kitchen, 5; cutting stone, 2; 
mason work, etc., 5; hospital, 1; teamsters,2; barber, 1; females, 2; aged and m- 
rm, 
Color.—White persons, 102; colored persons, 17. 
Crimes.—Larceny 17; arson, 2; keeping house of ill fame, 2; ‘passing counterfeit 

coin, 1; assault and battery, with intent to murder, 2; burglary and larceny, 4; aiding 
prisoners to escape, 1; uttering forged note, 1; having in possession counterfeit money, 
with intent to pass the same, 3; counseling burglary and larceny, 1; murder, (sen- 
tences commuted,) 2; burglary and larceny, and breaking jail, 1: total, 37. 

Number from each County.—Washtenaw, 5; Eaton, 1; Jackson, 1; Wayne, 16; 
United States Court, (Wayne,) 1; Calhoun,2; Cass, 2; Branch, 1; Oakland, 2; Lena- 
wee, 3; Macomb, 1; Kalamazoo, 1; St. Joseph, 1. 

Term of Sentences.—1 year, 5; 1 year and 6 months, 1; 1 year and 8 months, 1; 
2 years, 1; 2 years 6 months and 1 day, 1; 3 years, 8; 4 years,5; 5 years,6; 7 years, 
1; 7 years 6 months and 1 day, 2; 8 years, 3; 10 years, 2; life, 1.  



    

   

    

  

318 
MICHIGAN STATE PRISON. 

The following is a statement of the whole number of commitments during each year 

respectively, from 3 +h, 1839, to October 31, 1845, also in what counties convicted, 

and the number discharged, died. escaped, and pardoned during said time 

Received in 1839, 33; in 1940, 56; in 1841, 473 in 1842, 503 jn 1843, 435 in 1844, 

61; in 1845, 37% total, 327. 

Discharged by expiration of sentence, 1353 by pal 

committed suicide, 15 killed in an attempt to recapture him, 1: total, 208. 

October 31, 1845. 

Counties where the above were Convicted.—Wayn
e, 156: United States Court, 

(Wayne,) 173 Lenawee, 20; &t. Joseph, $3 Berrien, 14 Jackson, 145 Washtenaw, 

96, Monroe, 123 Oakland, 133 Macomb, 34 Calhoun, 8; Kent, 4; Ottawa. 15 Sa- 

Jamazoo, 8; Cass, 53 Saginaw, 25 St. Clair, 3; Van Buren, 1; Branch, 63 Hillsdale, 

5; Mackinaw, 23 aton, 4. 

Color. —White males, 271; white females, 4; colored males, 515 colored females, 1. 

ges. —Under 15 years, 41 15 to 203 8; 20 to 30, 455; 30 to 40,745 4Q to 40, 39% 

50 to 60, 13. 60 to 70, 13: 70 to 80, 1. 

Money received from Visiiors.— Balance on hand, November 17, 1944, $104 26: 

received during the year ending November 17, 4845, 198 24+ tatal, $302 50. Paid H. 

M. Roberts, Chaplain, $100 00; charged Agent jn cash account, 135 63; charged H. 

L. Russel, late assistant keeper, § 00: total, $243 65. Balance on hand, November VW, 

1845, $58 89. 
Officers’ salaries during the year en 

  

rdon, 40; escaped, 26} died, 5; 
Tn prison. 

    

ding October 31, 1845, $5,133 21. 

1945.—Puysician’s Report. 

During the 6 months which have elapsed, since the commencement 
of my charge of 

the medical department, the general health of the convicts has been good. The total 

aumber of prescriptions during the period, is about 420, being an average of nearly 3 

daily—the number of convicts prescribed for, about 51), or nearly one-halt of the whole 

number—a proportion which, considering the generally bad habits of the convicts prior 

to their incarceration, is believed to be somewhat jess than occurs in general practice. 

Many of these cases, moreover, were of 80 slight a nature that without the walls of the 

prison, they would have been treated only with domestic appliances. 

In none of the cases can the influence of the discipline or hygienic regulations of the 

prison ‘be traced—on the contrary there can be no oubt that the regularity of habits 

jnduced by the discipline, and the simplicity and wholesome nature of the diet and re- 

gimen exert a highly salutary influenc 
i 

‘A reference to the hospital register show! 

oceurred during the latter part of summer and the earlier autumnal months, a fact 

which finds its explanation in the greater intensity of the endemic influence at that pe- 

riod —yet such bas been the general healthfulness of the season, that comparatively few 

cases of remittent, none of continued fever, and not a single death, have occurred. 

‘A. SAGER, Physician. 

—_— 

{846.—INSPECTORS’ Re
port. 

The earnings of the convicts for the year have been $11,016 63, showing an excess 

of expenditures over earnings of $7,987 76. 

During the ensuing 
fc sill be made to adopt and carry out 

the policy of having as great 8 number engaged on contracts as can possibly be epared 

from other branches of Jabor+ and for the support of the prison, we shall ‘endeavor to 

rely more upon the receipts from the labor of convicts, and less upon the treasury, than 

heretofore, unless it may be thought advisable to proceed wit 

pletion of the centre oF main building, which has already been commenced. This 

building, in its present condition, is of no possible utility, Besides being liable to con: 

tinual damage, and its completion is very material to the management ‘and welfare of 

the prison, as well as very jmportant to the safe keeping of the convicts. 

Experience has clearly demonstrated, that the laws at present in force relating te the 

State prison, are entirely inadequate for the purposes of good government. The law 

commences by stating that “ the prison sball be ander the direction and government 

of three Inspectors,” while in its after provisions it yenders their power 2 nullity, ex- 

cept in providing jules and regulations, leaving them without power to cause even 

those to ¥e enforced.   

    
Fe, ph. 
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The law doe! . aw 3 not make the A dito he Agent the executi tio ot € ‘ive offic i 
cree he Board of Tnspectors, and is entirely Oat thee Neemnoss ad pee 

2 ‘yt ng out the duties of the tw Fe er ee ae eee cxpresed wo offices, which should be defi ipek 

t present, all moneys recet iS th At presents ys received far the lobor of convi \ Be ne ¢ P oOnvict: Bs 

Agent se werent may Gictate. withent the advice or Scan be expended Pyne 
prison, sporting monthiy to th 8 Tee OF part alae ae ef y ne Tnspectors the obj the 

s. as also sole charge of ili See ane cbiects of expendimres. | De) 2 arge of the building department, i cane ; ‘i | cha g and ma 
treet ee § operations without reference to th inion: y extend or 

"h he convicts ean be, and | My iba toons biden The labor of the eo “ , and tras been, leased by him t ‘dden bonne. 

men to anothe and a ere ath the taare of Lispectors requesting Win 
to'len se the 

men to auothe 2 hig er. he operation of the ‘8: cannot be 

of the last ape Tithan by appending a statement of facts i * eomecti wo wilh: ue letting 
st contract for convict labor ‘ets iu copneetion with the letting 

4 gout advertised for sealed proposals + the bids bei 1 Ageut advertived for : salst the bids being submii . 

36 to 50 men at 28 Senta pee d ot both bide cre eee say Sonate waa ‘om 30 to 50 men ’ day; both bidders being cor si " onsible. 

‘Agent to ye Board decided in favor of the hig ousdered renee respon. 
erate ae pe Pand ehecute : contract; brit, a mature ‘Jeliberation ie des ied 

: ‘ e lowest bid, aus exeentted a cont i fons he decided 
with a written stipulati i eon had ceca bet “ 

wat bid. aul ex act, nis was done in acc 
es tp , Which the Agent had give: fi pcpordance See nee ies ctlee Low gent had given before the letting of th 

hal beon advertised that be te lowest bidder) should hav 8 ne ines ot SAR Nee ort have the labor af th 
a stipulated ji provic should notify the Agent withi i oof time ; Set the pe nal ¥ Agent within a given length i 
that be. wou proposition ; which i r engin of time See Scat proces ; notice the bidder g: ft i 2 reposition wale ’ gave. After making 

gpectors or counseliug or advisi execute a contract without exhibiting i Tee 
Agent proceeded n iting it to the I 

spectors. or counsels ad vising with them, which contract w: i he In- 

Cree lente d, that whe nit was presented to the Inspectors, the fol sonerry ee ee 
as adopred them and Placed upon the record of the Board : © following resolution 

. x the following rea 2 econ med, That X g reasons, the Board cauu ‘S 
recently made with (Pianey, Howard, and Co., to wit: “There. are, of ee eae ee 

t sines cluded in said contr: bi y, carpet weay branches or ase | le atract than were bid f 
g arnesg platinz, and plati pa namely, carpet Ing, coach and harness | 2 plating generally ; also, the furnishi z oa 

great 2 as understood wl. b i oe aS or water 
urnish a store-house for oe tured ariel tne . “2 se for materials and mz i one grouting’ to thea farnish a store-house f te manufactured articles—th ing 1 nthe 

steam-engine, without th visi Se ee one uae of the tea gine, he provision that th ot n emote 
ed they procured one of i ey pedine fons 

7 ice provision the y . have the use of 
Iideilege of leting aay one 6 of own—-the withholding fr d one of their oF 3 L rom the State th 

intend to prosecute re Thea rference ial ; 
any one oF more of ed in the bid, which they did 

after the expiratio Se eendae th mri, 
‘ terrand also for . Lap ence ia letting a new ¢ 

pariciaien Sen ann r consideration. The Board id voecing of the one under cc soard consider the foregoi 

understanding with : et contrary to the lett iri riginal : ced in, said cont ° ) er aud spirit of the i 
Prepon aging yy, who acted fur Pinney, Howard, and Co. When shetr 

Much embarrassment is i i : - me ch embare now experienced in conse i assent i 1 quence of th 
the contre pay for the labor of the convicts, according to the sina re ‘th or 

he difficult 1 I vochtes 'y mainly arises fi i pean dimeul ; rom there being no cl i a th o clause tn t i 
become fortei od, if the contractor fails to par 7. We would Reon ey writ ey 
ibe Taw be So ame , that ip all contracts hereafter let, i Soa aending to 
the stip ; ns of the contract wouhi (at the discreti OF the Agent id Tree fe and avin eae cretion of the Agent and Inspectors) 

e Legislature, at i i i e , at its last ses i to ee Megilature, sion, in adopting the revi . ‘ iz revised 8' vi i 
to reduce the salar ies of the Natious officers of the prison, we eo in i ie decided 

future stitution, abstain from ex: i inion that the present 
gilaries are already sufficiently low, and that it Would be difficult to Hitin wee quell 

d fe nthe a ‘ions at any reduction from the present rates ‘Boule to obtain men quali 
© conclusion is reas : com zasonable, that 1 i i 

Thora is per pny less than the salaries now ad basinese talent required cannot be 
perhaps no officer in the requiring 

agent of this prison; requiring ieganye decision, § nd Pern ee apie & aondacting 
the fi neiai affairs, in prosecuting the ‘prise paildi re ia hare the convict steadily and 0 ng the prison uildings, and in having th : 

intimate knowledge of hi 1 nature, bined in Poneman g man nature, to enable him to obtain the confides eat nfidence 
respect of the iets: a 
taetntain | convicts; for without these, a proper degree of discipline cannot be 0 
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One of the most important considerations ia the government of this prison should be 
the reformation of the convicts. We conceive that the State would derive greater 
benefits from the practical reformation of these men, or a portion of them, than from 
any sum they may be made to earn while confined here; so that when their sentences 
expire, they will leave the prison with a determination to earn an honest livelihood, 
respect the laws, and redeem their lost character. 

‘e are naw restricted by law to paying $100 as the salary of the chaplain, and as 
we deem it of paramount importance towards the reformation of the convicts that the 
chaplain should devote more time to their justruction than can be asked or expected 
for the present salary, we would recommend that the restriction be removed. 

We would also suggest whether it would not have a great tendency towards the re- 
formation of the convicts, if the Legislature would, by law, allow the Inspectors to 
adopt rules by which the prisoners could be classified and rewarded as they were 
found worthy ; the reward to consist of a small portion of their earnings, and to be paid 
to them when they leave the prison, Under the present law, the convicts, without 
distinction, receive $3 each upon their discharge. This amount is so small that many 
of them are driven to commit crime trom necessity; looked upon with suspicion, un- 
able to obtain employment, without the means of support until they can get where they 
are unknown, they become desperate ¢ the commission of crime, detection, and re- 
commitment to prison, follow almost as a matter of course. Would this be so, if the 
convict knew that by a proper course of conduct during his confinement, he was laying 
up a small store that would support him until he could find and obtain employment ? 

RA C. BACKUS, 
LEWIS BASCOM, Inspectors. 
MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, 

1846.—Acent’s Report, 

It has not been considered necessary to construct any additional cells during the past 
season, as I found the second tier in such a state of progress, that new cells could be 
fitted np for occupation, with very little time and labor. 

The centre or main prison building remains in the same condition as reported by my 
predecessor, with only the basement walls erected, it having been impracticable to 
progress with it in consequence of other and more important improvements, to which 
my attention and the means of the prison have been directed. Additional shop room, 
having in view a suitable and proper division of the various branches of labor under 
contract, seemed to be required to d the s in the hanical 
trades, and to obviate the inconvenience, it was thought advisable to make a very con- 
siderable addition to the range of shops. In fartherance of that object, a uew and. 
commodious brick shop has been completed, 100 feet in length by 35 feet in breadth, 
2 stories high, running east and west, and forming a right angle with the previous 
range; also on the east end of the new shop, there has been built a substantial brick 
engine-house, of sufficient dimensions for an engine of eighty horse power; one o} 
which, to half that extent, now being in process of construction by Messrs. Pinney, 
Howard, and Co. The shop, cecupied by the iron foundry contractor has been ex- 
tended about 76 feet of its length, in piace of the old wooden building which has here- 
tofore stood adjoining the foundry, and temporarily used for that purpose. 

There are now within the yard, workshops to the following extent: The north and 
south range is 1 story high, 310 feet in length by 35 feet in breadth, separated into 3 
apartments by brick partitions, and is now occupied by the coopers, shoemakers, wagon 
makers and blacksmiths, steam-engine, and by some portions of the manufacturing ma- 
chinery. The east and west range—the new shop before mentioned—is 100 feet, in 
length by 35 feet in breadth, and is now, together with the engine-house, occupied by 
Messrs. Pinney, Howard, and Co., contractors for sundry branches, which are here- 
after more particularly enumerated. 

The iron foundry shop, which stands in the centre of the yard, is I story high, 136 
feet in length, by 56 feet wide. above buildings are all built of brick, laid upon 
suitable stone foundation walls, and are well supported with timbers and covered with 
good pine shingle roofs. 

A. FERRIS, Agent. 

The following are the receipts and expenditures during the year ending October 
, 1846:— 31   

let 5 16, pt das 
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Receipts. ~Balance on hi 

: . d Octab 5, $ 
5a Pee ny cand Octaber 31, 1845, $215 a0; iv 97005 find tree labor, 6,523 65; sundry persons torrent ace ae wTe a 
Bopoain pends Fad A rom United States, support of iete, 160 893 for er 188 52: 

pe i 60: total Stee ae Port of convicts, 160 82: for convicts, on sbursements—-Paid ouar 
and eens ents: pad guards, $2,769 48: rations, 2,818 85; lothii i 183 66; itives 78; d, 928 34; wool, 289 19; licines nat ane ecg, 30 25; convicts de sont i discharged convicts, 98 00; acent’, ngspital renee 
expondat has posits, 15 63; expense acconut, (convict dep i439 total 
count Ede ge ap ot department, $9,612 53; add ‘yailding nd resale 

ai, 4.305 86: , $18,998 39. ' Balance o ber 31 oe 
he earnings of the convicts for the wae on ae 

' 

ing - oat Contracts —Tron foundry, 5.5774 days 
en 

35e a cay, 13 33; shoe shop, 3. 3204 dy ® day, 113 12: do. 6163 daye 20, ar goet das: 10c a day, 13 35; ese a dav, 1,143 88+ wagon sl 4.606 3.0195 days, 25¢ a day, 754 bende Te ay, 696 7 total earned on contracts, 97,4. 94, Tae? Boe dae eee buildings, 1.590 days, at 50 cents a d. days Bie ‘lay Megat tailors shop, 1,200 days, 50c a day, 600: . 
days, 75c a day, 293 50; various Sete Oe ee day 73 eu aon 260 
nesa, bad weather. and old M612 days fa (ty 25e ad 7 lot by ick 

r 2 Y, 1,014; lost by sick. 
Number of een © (ge, 4,612 days. Total earnings, $11,016 63. y ae 

, », $11,016 63, ing October 31, 1846. gy Pen October 31, 1845, 119; received dey vay + 40: tot : ; ved during ‘Number discharged, ete. oes 
Seen 

of sentence, 24; by don, 

at 30 centsa day, $1,673 47; 40c a day, 1,328 10; do. tog days Se 0; da, 294 days, i5c a day, 44 10; do. 65 coopers shop, 3,011 days, 
1533 58: woolen factory, > 1150; do. 2,488 days, 28¢ a 

$795; stone quarry, 

tober 31, 1846: irati 
rte touhe Sf. 6: by expiration 

122. TY contractors in coopers 5 i 

wie’ , 
ers sho} ; Bon gop, 16: woolen fetory, ete., 24: total on conn omnay, 205 shoe shop, 18: 

ate—tailor’s shop, 4; cutting st 2m 
} . g Stone, 2; ca 

tailor’ ; ng 123 carpenter wo. ; so ore Ai hospital, 1; barber, 1; wash ees amsters, 2; 
23 aged, infirm 

, my am 
£08: colored Persons, 14, , (unemployed, * . Convicts received j is i vieted, and the counties in which wh Were soate the primes 31, 1846, are as follows :— 

rimes.—Larceny, 14; { 2 yy orger’ 3 j possession prounterfeit bills with ‘Mont we Puss the self to be i ; 7 mit murder, 4; keeping heat tf Mian wn 
1 4s ouse of il]. ; and comnterfeiting promissory notes, same, a erfeiting U. 1 3 isting { 

knowin’ r + COM, 25 assisting prisoner to SC: ig a female under 10 years of Ie 
ton ae 

e age, and assault, et, 

3 

for which 
d 

: they we - Y were sentenced, during the year ending October 

5; having in 
ection know- 

1; carnally . ; ° 
retaken, 1: unty-—Brauch, 1; Monroe, 6; W: 

S Calhoun, 42 agree, 6 ayne, 14; do. U.S. Court, 2; 
2 kalomen, Y escaped, wemicad, Clinton, 1; Jackson, 1; St. Clair, 1; Ma. years. B53 ne oo or 6 months and J day, 2; 1 year, 7; 1 

years, 53°. wy AO gd years, 25 5 years, 2; '6 years 929 year 6 months, 1; 2 , Ls years, 2; 20 years, 1; escaped, retaken 1” 7 Years, 23 8 Years, 15 9 Synopsis of the several Contracts now existing for th . Mechanical Trades. per are, H. Wilcox, contractor for from 15 to 2G vont ,, Foner to fontinue five years from April 1 ie4s . E Co., S ‘ fo 

28 cont per day: ¢ Faton & Co.,) contractors for from 10 to 15 convicts, at 
farmon Dor 

ars irom Apri] 1, 1845 
, 

raff, contractor for from 18 to 30 conviegs at manafectoring iron m: 
. a 

chinery, stoves, and ‘asting: 
ye 

other i a , ; castings, at 30 cents per day, contract to continue 5 year: 8 , J: E. Beebe, contractor f ing, at 33} cents per day, contre 
55 

¢ employment of Convicts at the 

8 at shoemaking, at 40 cents 

m 6 to 15 convicts, at wagol ts a y n-ma . ct to continue 5 years from April rag and blacksmith-  
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50 convicts, at manufacturing i ‘o., contractors for from 30 to tari 
wey Howard: © Cone saddle-trees and trimmings, coach and harness plati : 

babe Fond coach lace, paper, shovels and hardware, door trim 88, . . 
Bo conte er day, contract to continue 5 years from May, 3 a acted, 19. 
*Hichest number above contracted, 130; lowest Bum er oe 3 cred 
Officers! salaries, during the year ending October 31, , $5, 

1846.-—CuapLain’s Report. 

i ’'s day, I have endeav- i i i ip, and preaching on the Lord’s day, I >, 
Besides aoe eg eee Meee em a week, and to hold such conversation with them 

wow indivi creams and character would atow printed from the * Book 
rong the ie ‘Epi ° ost Come aio yer” eens the ignorance of the Episcopal Charen on the Part of mi me 

f tae poticta reaay supposing it was the Church of Rome, at firs , the 

peu oho ovreme, and mony of ew Donks were dye y, that these prejudices w § vera t tam pap PP oo been paid by He great body of the men, as to be ioe ch Ee ify! PB ay 
on Sw j jnjuriou: jety, sh It is desirable that persons, who are judged to e inj Det heel af Possible, be beter 

i r apal i retracted to understand their own duties and interest, and ; eum ited ber d capable 
of sti ften happens, go ing t, aa tuo of pp g 7 
om pen eentrety at Sah they do not feel, and ready to he revenged upon the com. 
monit fc tthe fancied wrong done to their liberty. by donation, from officers and munity on we been added to the library of the prison, by d or ion, Boel 30 acl 

ance 100 volumes; from the Protestant Episcopal Prayer pok Bo > 
ames; fron Miss Dix, 163 volumes ; besides an abundant supp! ‘4 ol rat on October 
when sears upon inquiry of the convicts themselves, that of those in p: appe 

* moe i t 22. 70 Nepean, 4 ; moderate drinkers, 43; totally abstinent. 15 : total, 1 
: att r was commil , 52. the influence of liquor when crime v 

Marve 30; Single, 00; widows ante ae common school, do., 73; read and i i 1; grammar 5 » do., 23 n L 1 e 
So Seed ae ; read only, 17; learned to read in prison, 6; cannot read, wri > d onl, . 
American born, 98; foreigners, 24. C. W. FITCH, Cheplain. 

1846,——-Puysician’s Report. 

i ii i rt statistical tables, showing the com- ign to have submitted with this repor ae om 
m Toke het the convicts engaged in the different departments of mechanical laber, 

The monthly per centage of prescription, and the average mortal ty see te Be fesabhee 
even i tances beyond my control have pri ily {hat de- 

uen a “thus Tain obliged to offer you this abridgment of my original design, sign. a P apology until such period as Iam enabled to do the subject jus best was 
erthere as been but one death in the hospital within the past y “ar Dei sablect was 

f i icati iM 9 3 a individual, having a complication of chronic ti arn 
stance J pndividesl | by his habits of vice, debauchery, and crime, had so deprave 
ph sical constitution aa to render fatile all therapeutic means. + summer mouths, were 
P The diseases which have prevailed with us during the ear ie mimumer months, were 

f ixed chareter, chronic derangements with occasional sper ic disease, cl aan A a ae the enerally are, by the different varieties of intermi ent MS renee, 
to cur bilious climate. Later in the season were manifeste ot mi 

ii ly an occasional continued fever. . ‘che 
ronments, ond ‘who by misfortune or design, are gendered fit Subjects of j¢8al punt ihe 

i e 1 i al . cidedly improved in physical he: 2 igor. 
this i foandt in the habits of regularity which govern their eating, sleeping, and laboring is is 

hours. J. TUNNICLIFF, Jx., Physician. 

* It is to be hoped the doctor will redeem his pledge in his next report-—I. D. C.   

le 6 

Synopsis of 

The whole number of convicts in th consisted of—Males, 129: females, 2+ ; the political year ending October 6, 1845, 29 ical year by expiration of sentence, 17 17; by pardon of the President of the U remaining in prison 6th October, 1845, 
Of the nanibe 

principal keeper, 
account of good conduct during their i Jeges should be 
because of insanity (in lunatic asyluin :) because of pulmonary disease age, mendation from the places where The moral improvement of the convict, by whi into a useful citizen, is 
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88 

the Reports of the Georgia Penitentiary Jor the Years 1845 and 1846. ~~-~———»a 
1845.—Kerper’s Rerorr. 

e institution on the 7th day of October, 1844, $, 25 In the lunatic asylum, male, 1; received daring 7» 29: total, 161. Discharged during the polit. : by pardon of the Goveruor in the same time, nited States, 1: deaths, 2: total, 37. Number 124; decrease fur the ear, 7 tv pardoned, 12 were recomme: immediately preceding the e 

  

uded to executive clemency, by the ne expiration of their several senten tmprisonment, to the end th: ir civi restored, in obedience to an executive order herein recited. One one because of illegality of conviction; one ggravated by confinement; two on petition and recom- convicted. 
t ich he shall be converted from a felon ‘unquestionably the main object of the laws and of the advocates punishing offenders; 

| ] i and to the accomplishment of this desirable 
object, much of my time ‘and thought 

have just grounds 
solicitude has not 

aman does right b: 
merit ftom it, and does 
science, since it does not poss 
of intention and act. Ty every 

ghts have been employed; and while I frank] 7 commensurate with my hopes, yet I think ‘I for believing that something has been done towards it, and that my been exerted in vain. 
ix ¥ compulsion, it is but mech: ancally done. He ean derive no not experience the con: j soling influence of an approving con- of virtuous conduet—the union 

  

3 r a vicious man, you must ao con- 
duct yourself towards him, by word i i i desire his goad ; that yo 
giving him pain of 

  

of the law yet allows him the opportu- ween saying toa man, “If you do not | 
7 4nd telling him, «If you do offend, you 

shall he punished.” The desire of as aversion to pain. The union of reward. religion, stamps up: 
roves incontestably its fitness for the renov: Under the influence of these impressions, of our laws, it has 

principles, and to deal with them, 
his children. Yet, 
resorted to coercion in order to ¢: tous, when gentler means have Proved ineffectual. discharge of my official duties hi ment has, in almost every inst: 
matter of very rare 
mendable in nearly 

would not be understood, however, as at Convicts solely to th 
tem of reward for good conduct, instituted by on the spirit of our law establishing 
1844, an executive 

Tt appears proper 

geod influences the human heart with equal force, 8 and punishments held out in our holy val of infinite wisdom and goodness, and ation of a fallen creature, x , Strengthened by my opinion of the policy been my intention to manage the convicts strictly upon parental as near as possibie, as a prudent father acts towards while F have done thia, I have at the same time, when necessary, ompel obedience to the established rules and regula. 
ut nothing connected with the a8 given me more satisfaction than this system of treat- ‘ance, been successful. A resort to force has become occurrence. The conduct of the convicts has been highly com. every instance. 

on the system the appro 

tributing the exemplary conduct of the lieve mach of it may be ascribed to a sys. his excellency the Governor, grounded Penitentiary punishment. On the 14th December, order, in words that follow, was directed to the principal Keeper : that in relation to such convicta in the penitentiary, whose conduct 

e foregoing cause, but bel; 
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i i - safely derly in confinement, and justifies the belief that they may be rderly nent, and Jos ec : 

ronored to society wih al oe he Poel teres of the penitentiary be resjaired 

. ed, That the pri al Kee, ur r r h 
“dt is therefore ores ee proseding the expiration of the sentences by whieh sue! ; 

2 ryote, “a imprisoned, to the end that pardons may be granted in 2 S convicts ar , nh ; 

Ww y interfere. i i intended 
the Executive may see ine to this order its due influence upon those * was ip eh For ine etd and explained it to the convicts, that all whe sacenwened wat by the 

to benefit, I re i he riunity to de so, In cons ence 3 ivi i t bave the oppor y te . ve expired 
privilege promised, might have out of thirty convicts, whose seutences Lave expired ommended pardons f the order. From their apparent contrition, ands tendy, ae 
since tne while ander my charge, I cherish the belief that the se ections we ve, in 
behavior while i Fh il properly appreciate the restora 5 tall of them, will properly a cover deeratod f. 
heer and that Me Retin have been strengthened, that how ever deg ae ey legal rights, asi m “uaintains empire over the mind, there js teense. se ot curate 

rate voice of sympathy and ikindness vine ey en wertaent of the convicts, is tak ii doning power, a i asewf the pardoning p u ane ¢ ‘but 
salntary enn Ee that novescape has taken place during the year, an 
Be since T charge of the institution. ectations. 
one since * took charge of the institution has transcended. my hope and par ve changed 

The finaneis ‘ 0 er to say that, after great and unceasing e lorts, Tee, changed 
Te mnay “ Y terlalston hand, from those suited to operations wa wood etfected by the shape o! essentially suited to the process of fanning eae procoeds purchasing 

such 2s 8 ial Ning the fabries, and wi c i 2 s, sellin e fa , a , pas a 
manufacturing the for ‘the tannery. Phe success of the tanning operation has exceede: wma’ a ite penetioability, 
ae expectations, convinced as Z was of its Pr Se ay retarded the success omy 

% sl mechan rs ce be induced to {have encountered many i a i overseers, who ‘cannot be G ‘ i of skilfal mechanics as » u nitentiary. 0} rations, by the want at home for the low wages allowed them in fhe enkt ae 
mo et ee L have been compelled to empley a master mecha! nic whe > wage i" A Ha of the time to the present pay of each of the overseers, wou y i vided an ep ° ° if divide t master mechanic in each of those departments. — ts, as directed by the pres- 

oe on i . nt of master workmen to teach the convicts, a si is not held accounts. 
a law ie objectionable in this—that the mechanic so employes , NA i ae 

ble for the f the operatives. fidelity 7 ne, or the conduct o: evorkman can 
ble fos oaths work should be executed, that none but a master w with whie. 

i d have been appreciate. ive of health have been employed, an! i romotive of > 844. ty 
one grdinas er Providence, of the best results. Since the ist of January, 1844, 

the eth october, see. eh perk mane set is duty every Sabbath, with two i to the performance o! The chaplain has attended 

3 yrite; 32 oO cannot oe ome how in this prison 22 convicts who cannot read or write ‘pe who € et 
ie ani 80 whe acknowledge that, either directly or sa eccrehy vemeet it hac 

in : i f intoxicating liquors. Bg ‘ i ii to the intemperate use of 1 , Ihe henefit o 
not, ‘been in my pews to establish and keep up a Sunday-school, for ¢ 
those wholly untaught in the Bret rudiments of ee bat T think worthy of notice 

vi call your attention to 1 ‘maine oli debts an 
It yo ihe penetice that has obtained zp to the Tresent prec somtinaing oe ohile it 

Instituti 1 to swe e a § ae i @ institution, that contribute ther: in turning 
clairas of the & they are unavailable pad wholly worthless. An rotten, and worthless 

one principal Keeper to his success ie aged, ie de neosessry in 
nate siae ie have accumlaved for successive administrations. ri wipted fon ye 
Oeel or that each principal Keeper may have due credit for w hat e receipt con niiscion 

Fsngsest that Af might anewer a. etter Ndividual we appraise the debts notes, and spol itable individuals, to 4d 7: or more suital from 
te onats nee oe as may be condemned as bankrupt to be discontinued accouuts, ~ 

i ini: fy 1844, the books. Current.—To balavce of materials remaining on hand October 7 ae 
fect 3 amo nt of materials received from inspector during quarter en ing 6 ae $20,016 70 ee 1845, 5,193 58; expense of account paid by book eeper cee 6th day of 64; amount of materials received from inspector during guar ase ale 

March 31 47 545 ense account paid by bookkeeper in same time, "one 17; 
March oy aay Sts esp i during quarter ending June 30, 5; ; amount of materials received from inspector during q 
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subtract total amount of ions of the political year ‘acies, ete.,) $8,987 83. 

er than those of tan yard, of f tan yard stock daring the year, of 8.915 
turned over to bookkeeper, bevond everything drawn from him, 3,719 71; cost of 
bark-house, 16 tan v ts, mat ete, for do. 290: making gross amount of’ profits, 
$10,487 833 and an 2gregate increase of stock, of $6,548 12. OF the sum of $18,000 appropriated by the Lee!atate 

received from inspector during quarter ending October 6, 4,406 45; expense of account 
paid by ookkeeper 1) sam2 time, 2,632 60: total amount of debits, $48,661 68. 

By amouut of manufactured articles and jobwork turned over to bookkeeper durin, 
Y i nuary 6, 1845, $5,390 49: 

i 
States. during same time, 129 45; sinking 16 tan vats, and materials for them, 100; 
mauufactared articles ard Jebwork turned over to bovkkeeper during quarter ending 
Maveh 31, 1845 25.53% account against U, S. daring same time, 11] 38; cost of 
ark-house, letci 2, and materials for sume, 120; munufactured articles and jobwork 

tarned over to bookkeeper dir 18 quarter ending June 30, 12,193 65; account against 
U. States doving Sane time, 103 643; mannfictured articles and jobwork turned over to 
bookkeeper during quarter ending October g, 9,199 173 account agaiust United States 
suring saine time, 111 29; raw materjals on hand October 6, 18,348 95 ; materials on 
hand In tan yard as ascertained by inventor ; October 6, 8,215 87: total amount of 
credits, $59,149 52, 

Reeapitulation.—Total amount of credits, $59,149 51; debits, 48,661 6 alance in favor of profit on the operat ending October 6, 1845, (after deducting 1,500 for inaceur, There has been a reduction of stock and materials, oth $1,667 75; and an increase 0: 

      

  

has been drawn the atuoant of 10. _ The aggre a 8 for the three last quarters of the political year, 1844, 
'S, as already shown, $11,867 50; aggregate profits tr political year, 1845, 8,987 43: 
total profits’ tor 1 year 9 months, 20,85: Subtract for logs of Ist quarter political. 
year, 1344, by fire, eto., 11,424 364: clear profit remaining on the 2 years, $9,430 964. 

fn rebuilding, there has been consumed of Inaterials borght and ‘tarnished—not to 
Say anything about the labor done—the amount of $9,433 30. A Ist of tools accompanies the quarterly report, an examination of that several usefil and costly machines, many valuable i have been added to it since the last 2auaal report. Ia addition, a bath-house and far. 
niture, a large number ot wagon and c¢. ge hnbbs have been tarned, bored, and 
Morticed; and whieh: would swell the items of profits $1,000 or more; yet I have 
omitted to credit myself with them, in order that every possible contingency might be 
covered, 

A.W. REDDING, Principal Keeper. 

   

ature of 1843, to rebuild, ete., there Os leaving unused, $6,676 43,      

          

which will show 
tools, implements, and fixtures,      

1845.—Puvsician’s Rerorr, The number of cases subjected to medical treatment in the hog 12 months has been 290; and within that period i d of Jasper county, who died on the 

pital within the last eath has occurred— William Cook, 28th September, of typhus fever. There has been 

fe morning of the Ist July last, and ; , More satis: ‘actorily, the bursting ofa 
very large aneurismal sac ‘at the arch of the aorta, 5 in '¥ 4 post-mortem 
examination. ‘There are now remaining in the hospital 6 cases, only one of dangerous 
character, 

The diseases prevailing in the institution during the past year have been such as 
were common to the surrounding country. We have no diseases which can be 
regarded as peculiar to the prison; no local canse of disease being allowed to exist 
about the place, and cleanliness in all departments rigidly enforced, : THOMAS F. GREEN, Physician, 

1846.——Kerrer’s Report. 
To THE Corresronping Secrerary or THE N.Y. Prison Association, Drar Sin:—Your second request came to hand yesterday, and I make the beat re- 
ply that circumstances allow me at once. When I received your other, (you say two 
others, but I have received but one before this,) I laid it by, hoping that short ly the 
Teport of 1846 would be Published, when I could mote readily comply, as well as 

   



  

   

   

  

  

   

  

   

   

   

  

   
   

       

        

   

    

    

      

    
  

  

   

   
    

  

  

   
   
  

   
  

   

  

       

  

  
   

  

  

  

        

    

   

   

  

326 GEORGIA STATE PRISON. 

i til the end of the present i ily; bat his excellency deemed it unnecessgry, until th at satisfactorily j (hat Monday in October :)—this postponement is in consequence of bi 
Poe gore The report of 1846 has been made to his excellency, but not printed, 
and é i v : leted. i the two years are comple | and waa vow ‘the post of tba, aud the substance ef the past yerr and gach other 

ithi: pstructiv this prisun in 1845 leaving isti ithin my reach—a destructive fire o 1845 ng 
fow records. I took charge of this prison January 1, 1844, and have had charge ever 

ace ber of convicts remaining in prison first Monday in October, (644, was 129 
les, 2 fomales and 1 male sent to lunatic asylum—agegregate, 1 32. du prisom cto" 

ber, 1345 124, of whom were females. In prison Ist of October, , 123. ? ota aa. t = : 
i ii 5 in 1845, 29; in 1846, 41, / 

oorth ° ion wo ‘opened for the reception of offenders on the 16th of Mare, 1817, 
aie Piay received its first inmate. It has received within its walls, since me ume 

o thi a te 1 066, about 25 of whom were for the second and third time, é ey a 
on "fs m “one ear to during life: the greatest number come for four and ve years. 
The ystem of imanagement of the prisoners is what may be called the Si ont sye en, 
all working in shops. or buildings erected like the ribs of a lady’s fan, terminating 
common centre, and consisting of five shops, thus— 

> es 
and 
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Carriage trimmers, 

  

ane Shoe shop. Tailor'’s shop. 
A     
  

i ci z fi ie f every prisoner and overseer ft which the Keeper can conmmand a view o: or D 
without mate he itn ‘The shops are one story; 9 feet pitch, 24 light windows, 7 by 9, every 
7 feet in the sides, and skylights in roof. 

The cells, for the reception of prisoners at night, arg built of native granite, . is 
: sldi L THites one of the strongest buildings in the United States: The hy eC 

brick wall twenty feet high, and iwo feet and a half thick, ig is 
ini bout four acres on the inside. bb. 
the ration per diem is, of pork 3 Ib., bacon, smoked, 4 Ib., buffalo, fore quarter, 1b. 

hind quarter, 1 lb., Indian meal, sifted, 20 9z., soap, salt, vinegar, and vegetal ae ere 
are ten acres of garden attached to the institution, in which all the kitchen g: 

rown in abundance. oy . | 
er eae Be is performed every Sabbath at 10 orelock by the State ’s aa Py 

ity of Miss Dix, we have 300 volumes in the library, sides ma 0 a 
wished he the State—Bibles, prayer-books, lymn-books, etc. There is abundant ev 
dence of the success of this institution in producing that moral Teformatior x ed 

i ss i i ticular may be said, with gre: , to by its founders. Success in this par cn th g rath, to ere 
i to manage of him who has charg 3 t most entirely upon the qualifications to nag rge of te are 

i 2 the keeper,—you must co ce of the prisoners must be obtained by ; i” 
that you have no dther motive but his good,—the best precepts and examples must   

ie4b /ph.2. 
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constantly held up before him,—and he must be encouraged all the time, any time, degraded or abused, Indeed, I mi opportunity ; but enough on this Point. If | knew precisely what statistics you sought for, I might, T th: if, however, you desire it, write me more detinitely, materials at my command will perinit. 
Lam, with due respect, your and the Souciety’s obedient servant, A. W. REDDING, Principal Keeper, Georgia Penitentiary. 

and never, at ight say much on this subject had I space and 

ink, increase the lat: 
and I will do the best the limited 

    

Synopsis of the Reports of the Mississippi Penitentiary, from 1841 
to T8465" 

1841.—Setecr Conmirree’s Report. 
The cost and expense of building and of keeping up this institation has, we are in- clined to think, been greater than has generaily been supposed. The whole amount appropriated by tie acts of 1836, '39, aud 746, amounting in all to $135,000, has been expended, except a small balance of 3246, as appears frum the accompanying statement of Mr. Nichols, the State architect, 
In addition to this amount, the sum of $33,923 57 has been expended during the year ending November 22, 1841, over and above the receipts. The whole amount expended on account of the penitentiary for the year ending the 22nd November, 1841, is $38,694 38. ‘This amount was expended for the following items, viz.:— For clothing, $2,303 39; inedicines, 256 25; soap, candles, and oil, 396 31 ; furniture and stationery, 177 41; salaries to officers, 6,974 90; pay of assistant keeper and guards, 4,494 37; building materials, 1,966 46; master workmen, 3,822 44; freight and hauling, 1,288 93; tools, 337 43; working materials, 9,429 21; oxen and horses, 480; forage and fuel, 3,417 39; platform scales, 100; contingencies, 2,598 26: total, $38,694 88. 
‘he whole amount of cash receipts fur the same time js $5,102 31; received from blacksmith shop, 2,545 04; carpenter shop, 313 25; wheelwright shop, 1,148; shoe- maker shop, 1,071 31; profit and loss, 6 21; visitors, 13 50: total, $5,102 31. Making the general account as follows: to receipts during the year for work done, $5,102 31; to cash paid out by the State, 33,923 57: total, $39,025 33. Amount actually expended for sundries, $38,694 33; cash on hand, 331 50. The bouks show the amount of cash on hand to be only $302 15, which occasions an error against the State of $29 35. 

Amouat of property as per inventory taken November 22, 1840, $12,516 98; work done for the use of ‘the penitentiary, 3,801 26; work done by convicts, Principally brick wor in building, 9,816 G0; amount of receipts in money for work sold, 5,102 31: total, $31,237 15. 
According to these facts, the State must have sustained loss by the institution, of up- wards uf seven thousand dollars, for the last year’s transaction. About four thousand, five huudved dollars of this loss, according to the Clerk’s books, was on accuunt of the depreciation of treasury warrants, The item of $3,801 26, credited to the penitentiary, is for work done tur the use of it, for which the State has nothing to show, and which was in fact a part of the expenses of the institution. It must also be remarked, that from the Clerk's buoks, it appears that about three thousand dollars of the expenses eharged in account against the institution during the past year, was for debts incurred during the preceding year, an account of which was neglected to be rendered at the proper time by the Superintendent, The items of $19,516 98 for stock on hand 22nd November, 1841, is a proper credit to the institution, as is also the item of €9,816 60, which last is principally for brick-work done in building the walls, which is charged at eleven dollars per thousand, for making and laying. Upon a review of the whole account, then, it will be seen that the actual cost to the State treasury during the last year, ending November 22, 1841, over and above its receipts, was the sum of $33,592 07, except the supposed amount of’ $3,000, paid on account of debts contracted daring the preceding year, which will leave the actual amount of the burden on the treasury upwards of thirty thousand doliara. 

It will also be seen from this that the sum of $3,822, 44 was paid to master workmen employed, which sum alone would absvlve a greater amount than ali the profits on the 
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articles manfactured and scld. The present Board of Inspectors have, however, dis- 
missed all the master workmen employed, except one, who, it is also in contemplation, 
to discharge in a short time. 

The amount paid to the assistant keeper and guards is $4,494 37, which, when added 
to the 5,974 90, the amount paid as salaries to the other officers, and the 3,822 44, the 
amount paid te master workmen employed, makes the large sum of 15,221 71, being 
the sum of 10,189 40, which all persons employed about the institution have cost the 

State in the way of pay and salaries alone, over and above the whole money receipts. 
In a country like this, where the government is in the people, and where each indi- 

vidual constitutes an integral part of it, all are willing to admit that the safety, welfare, 
and. happiness of the people evtirely depends upon their virtue and intelligence. While, 
then, any individual is permitted to enjoy the right of citizenship, it is of the utmost 
consequence to the State, that he shall be possessed of those qnalities of a good citizen. 
It does not seem to have been the policy of any State iu the Union which has adopted 
the penitentiary systein, to disfranchise those who are imprisoned, or to divest them of 
the right of citizenship, beyond the time of their servitude or confinement; and, in- 
deed, i1 would be impracticable to carry out such a policy throughout so extensive a 
country as the whole United States, because discharged convicts could easily go into 
other States or neighborhoods where they are not known, and in a short time acquire 
aright of citizenship, wh:ch would entitle them “to all privileges and immunities of 
citizens in the several States.” 

The great object, theu, should be the reformation of the offender, and this can only 
be effucted by holding vat inducements. Al eruel and degrading punishments, so far 
from tending to produce ar i character in the tufortunate victim of them, 
or on the spectators who witvess ten, have a different tendency on both, and are caleu- 
lated-to corrupt and destroy those incr sensibilities and feelings of our nature which 
alone are calculated to give trne execllence and elevate the dignity of human nature. 
It is much easier to produce revolutions iu goveruments and clange dynasties, than it 
is to eradicate all prejudices and ctistoms, however absurd or barbarous they may be + 
and it is remarkable that while we, as a people, prefess to hold in detestation monarch- 
ical aud despotic governments, we adhere to and copy after, many of their customs and 
usages, fitted only for those countries and governments which regard mankind as they 
do the beasts of the ficld—mere creatures, created for their use—to be used, worked, 
and lacerated as may sint their whims and pleasure. From the reparts of the humane 
and benevolent institutions formed for the purpose of inquiring into this subject, and 
other autheutic information, we are inclined to believe that these remarks justly apply 
to this system of discipline adopted iu many penitcntiaries in the United States; and 
although this remark may not fully apply to our penitentiary, yet we think there is 
stil] great room for improvement. 

To the credit of the present inspectors, it can be told that they have abolished the 
old absurd custom of shaving one side of the head of the convicts, and they have per- 
mitted their persons to be clothed in a manner that seems to regard them as men, an 
not as creatures set up for show. 

If a system of edacation on the Sunday school plan were intraduced, it would, no 
doubt, be productive of beneficial results: many of the convicts might be tanght read- 
ing, and the useful branches of literature and the sciences, in addition to moral and 
religious instruction, If asmall sum, say one hundred dollars, were appropriated in 

e purchase of suitable school-books, or histories, for the use of the institution, such a 
library would, no doubt, soon be greatly augmented by the voluntary contributions of 
the humane and the benevolent. 

Those who deny the practicability of the reformation of penitentiary convicts in this 
manner, only evince the want of a proper knowledge of human nature. Nor ought we 
necessarily to suppose that all who may be sent to the penitentiary are to be regarded 
as having lost all character or sense of propriety. To say nothing of those who might 
be innocently committed under onr peuttentiary code, even the best citizen may be 
liable, in a misguided moment of passion, to take the life of his feljow-man, in a man- 
ner that would subject him to its penalties; and every person engaged in a duel is sub- 
ject to the same penalty; that is, the last mentioned offenders are subject to the igno- 
miny of penitentiary confinement for doing an act which many good and distinguished 
citizens regard as having no moral turpitude in it, but which, as a practice, is even 
now upheld by public opinion. 

Nor are we to suppose that all may commit these offences, which are malum in se, 

* This is an error in relation to several States at least.   

lEY 6, pt, 
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Asa part of this proposed 5 
vas a place of correction, and 

ntence—say, at the end 
of their conduct and behavio 3 

pior, to Le » not exceeding 5 days; and in like manner, 4 “pan le 1 +0 shorten the term of thei: sentence, 
t 80, at the end of each year, to advise the Govern proper subjects, upon a favorable representation 

keepers. 
be errata ‘Pat the great object of the ayatem should be reformation, and as it cannot xpec ar tie institution can ever be a source of much profi i employment should rather be of such a character as would be of publi¢ eau, oe ments might be made, aC a cost, : Snot yet introduced o 
Among the most prominent of these would be the bagging, or the reeling and manufacture of silk. or the parpose of experimenting in the cultiv: trees, the cultivation of the grape, and 
deemed advisable to experi p 
ppart from the penitentiary, by the more trusty convi by ot ers under sufficient guard. And indeed, there seems to be no ood reason why culture and rearing of fruit-trees for market might not be made a v 
ciploymeat 

Ey le a very profitable 
One of the most profitable empl i imi 2 ployments at which a limited number of i pad be reed. and which would be most valuable to the State, would be the eg 7” ce. 

. . sas t - 
mae ora ee Es » for the purpose of doing the public Printing of the State 

@ amount which could be thus annually saved 
_ the 

to the Stat individnals, would be greater than the earnings of the whole wameee ne the Sineee 3 which they are now employed. . mine Seems An The business of making brick and ting building: be carried on more usefully and profitably ae a mee laboring convicts, as ving the State, than any busi 
ig a saving to the S ‘Yy 

Present be engaged. 

too § 
ly used in the country. 

manufacture of cotton goods. cotton 

‘ation and grafting or budding of fruit- such exotics or native growths as might be 

your committee believe, can 
employment to most of the 
ness in which they can at 

UPTON MILLER, Chairman Senate Commi . ittee. G. D. BOYD, Chairman Honse Committee. 

1841.—-Inspectors’ Reporv. 

Of the state and condition of the pri . te "1 prison, we beg 1 t Her of cells in the wing erected, 50 are complete ° and 20 are sepplicd Sita “the larniture prescribed by law. and are kept properly ventilated, ° 1 The second tier of cells, 50 in number, are finished, with the exception of bolts and locks, and can ompleted and furnished whenever wanted for use. 
they were in the last year, but can be 

mm. e yard of the prison with a brick wall d into execution. dimensions a: jon, 
; + re fall zk feet in depth below the surface, and 3 feet in width; height, 7 feet aber ae gt a ion, widih 22 inches ; iength of the wall on the north side, 320 feet; east, 340 feet; south, exclusive of the width of the Keeper’s house, 250 feet; west, 340 ‘feet, with corner, and a gate on the west side. ° 

which was substituted for a hospital 
The shops hereto: fore erected were temporarily baill of 

ary the ensuing year to 
, . 48 well as for the bos; 

year 1841. Three cisterns have been erected, and the 
56   

 



330 MISSISSIPPI STATE PRISON. 

clamp for burning bricks, and a sufficient number of sheds in the brick-yard, have also 

bere roapect to the general conduct and. behavior of the convicts, it was found that the 

punishment, “by solitary confinement in a dark cell, upon bread and water, mes 

Insufficient to restrain the turbulent and refractory from breaking through all on ers 

and regulations. Some of the most refractory would exhibit their pagnacions ¢ ispo- 

sitions by fighting with each other. The act of 1841 having prohibited the int iction 

of punishment «by stripes or blows,” the Inspectors deemed it absolutely necessary 

for the preservation of good order and the safety of the institution, to make the follow- 

ing ee That the superintendent be authorized to construct stocks for the punich- 

ment of the convicts within the walls of the prison, and place them therein when 

necessary, for the misconduct or violation of the rules and regulations of the prison, not 

ing ur each day. 
exceeding one oe artic into execution, the salutary effects were soon shown by 

reducing them to due subordination, and evinced by their subsequent good be pavior. 

Several convicts have succeeded in eluding the vigilance of their keepers, and escapes . 

All have been retaken except one senteuced for life for the crime of negro-steal ing: 

Upon investigating the cause which led to his escape, it was found that he, assistan' 

keeper had neglected for weeks duly to examine the convicts, as by the awe. an 

rules of the institution he was required; and the Inspectors deemed this non-per ores 

ance of duty of such vital importance for the safe-keeping of the convicts as to deman 

i 1 from office, and it was done. . . | 

‘ar St by strict vigilance and close scrutiny alone that the convicts can be retained in 

their confinement; therefore, the publi¢ good demands a rigid exactness of the duties 

of those to whom their keeping is confided. , . 
vi 's transactions, of $3,724 89. 

There has been a loss to the State, on the year transaction MED. President. 

R. P. WINSLOW, 
L. L. TAYLOR, 

} Inspectors. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in the penitentiary, on the 22nd of Novem- 

ber, 1841, was 40. . 

Grimes-— Larceny, 21; manslaughter, 4; burglary, 3; negro stealing, 3; robbery, 

9; forgery, 3; attempt at rape, 1; passing counterfeit money, 1; murder, 1; shooting 

jth intent to kill, 1; bigamy, 1. . 

The. longest term ‘for Shieh any are committed is 10 years; the shortest, 14 years. 

Since December 4, 1841, 5 more have been committed, 8 discharged, and 1 pardoned ; 

the number in confinement February 4, 1842, is 43. 

The cost of the penitentiary, including work and materials, from its commencement 

up to the time the appropriations were expended, is as follows:— . 

The appropriation for 1836 was $75,000; 1839, 30,000; 1840, 30.000. a 1 

Expended in 1836, $10,000; 1838, 36,000; 1839, 47,772; 1840, 38,777; 1841, 

2,255. Unexpended balance, $246. _ . , 

The amount thus expended covered the building of the east, prison, the keeper’s 

house and its appendages, the foundation for the walls and cells of the west prison, and 

building the outer wall and watch-towers on the south side of the prison ground. 

rooms in the keeper’s house have been mostly diverted from their original pur- 

se, as will be seen by reference to the plan adopted by the Legislature. On the 

principal floor, the large rooms right and left of the entrance passage are constructed 

with large recesses and flues, to receive cooking apparatus of any description, and, being 

contiguous to the prison, were intended as a kitchen and laundry; and the 

rooms immediately over them, on the second story, being spacious and airy, were 

jntended as infirmaries for the sick, where they could be well attended and guarded, 

without extraordinary vigilance to prevent escapes. These rooms are now applied to 

uirposes in which the institution has little interest, while the kitchen is kicked out of 

ears, into an inconvenient situation, with its unseemly chimneys, disfiguring, smoking, 

and disturbing the harmony of the principal elevation of the buildings. The hospital 

has been sent to another part of the premises, and built without regard to the princi- 

les which should govern such a structure—to prevent escapes—which are more 

Frequent] plotted and consummated in the hospita than elsewhere, and the depart- 

in this i equire an additio uard, night and day. 
ment will in this instance requir SOWA. NICHOLS. State Architect   
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1843.—Joinr Sranpinc Commirter’s Report. 

The Joint Standing Committee on the penitentiary beg leave to report, that they ap- 
proached the important duties to which they had been assigned, fully impressed with 
their intimate connection with the due administration of penal justice, and sensibly 
alive to the philanthropic purposes of government in its attempt to make punishment 
for crime a means of reformation to the criminal. The voice of vengeance has no place 
in the popular cry for punishment upon offenders, and the ne plus ultra of the science 
of penal infliction, would seem to be to secure society from the depredations of the evil 
disposed, while, at the same time, habits of strict and regular industry were superin- 
duced, and the moral sense blunted, if not obliterated by crime, be put into a course of 
training calculated to restore its vitality, and give it power again, as in earlier and more 
innocent periods of life, to control action, and shape the destinies of the once lost but 
now renovated human being. Restriction, close and undeviatingly rigid, is mercy to 
the guilty slaves to passion and criminality—as such a condition alone can give them 
freedom from the tyranny which has relentlessly taken from them reputation, wealth, 
and liberty. As crime is generally the bitter fruit of long-continued lapses from a 
course of virtue and respectability, so must all true reformation be the result of a length 
of time, of mach deprivation and strict obedience to severe but just requirements, 
rigidly enforced; and no moral cure of the mind diseased cau be pronounced complete 
until right is loved for its own sake, and wrong loathed and despised for its inherent 
deformity, rather than for the danger which attends its perpetration. 

Another important demand seems to be made by the popular will, which is, that 
those who transgress the laws of the State, and trespass on the rights of its citizens, 
shall be no expense to the public while they make atonement to the violated empire of 
the laws. Therefore, in the American Penitentiary Code, the requisitions of a punish- 
ment bleuded with benevolence, are to place the criminal instantly and effectually out 
of the reach of the influences of criminal association—to make the living world a blank 
to his vision—to make temptation voiceless—to show that the pleasures of vice were 
the seductive lures which have immured him for years in cells, that reverberate only 
only to his sighs of penitence, and to relieve society, both from his depredations and 
the cost of his sustenance. 

It is believed that the penitentiary of the State of Mississippi, is now fully answer- 
ing the end of its creation; and responding both to the commands of justice and the 
anxious desire of benevolence. Like most institutions of the kind, when first estab- 
lished, its earlier prospects were not its brightest. Now the prospects of the institu- 
tion seem to have put on a more cheering hue. Greater bodily comfort and immunity 
from sickness exist in the institution, while its annual receipts for the year ending No- 
vember 27, 1843, exceed the expenditures. 

The neat, well-furnished, well-ventilated workshops, where busy industry works out 
its moral effects upon miuds and bodies distempered by crime, are most pleasing ob- 
jects fur the contemplation of the philanthropic visitor; and the pecuniary profit of the 
substantial and useful manufactures, gratify the lever of retrenchment in public expen- 
ses, as nuch as the articles themselves please the advocates of home production. 

Yonr committee are of opinion that a change, in the mode, of employing the convicts, 
from the mechanical branches of labor to the manufacture of coarse cotton fabrics of 
various kinds—of bale-rope and bagging, either of hemp or cotton—would be as advan- 
tageous to the State as it would be grateful to mechanics, and those who deal in manu- 
factured articles of merchandise. 

Consideration of public policy and economy, as well as a just regard to the rights of 
free and unimpeachable citizens, demand the change. Such a change could not fail, 
when once fairly established, to be productive to the revenues of the institution, while 
it would be an act of sheer justice to a large. respectable, and eminently useful portion 
of the community, with whose interests the present operations of the institution seri- 
ously interfere; and, by doing away with this interference, an immense benefit would 
be conferred on the State at large, by the introduction, to the planting interests, of a 
home manufacture, wrought from a home staple, the purchase of which, from al 
now costs the planters of the ‘State hundreds of thousands of dollars anaually. 

The lond complaints of the mechanical portion of our community are well founded. 
The subject is one which involves not only sustenance but reputation; and the relative 
respectability of their several occupations. as uo earthly power can prevent the acces- 
sion of many of these convicts, when discharged from their penal confinement to the 
occupations and workships of industrious, honored, and upimpeached citizens—thus 
owering the respectability of these useful employments, and almost irresistibly con 

?  
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necting the idea of State-prison graduation, with all mechanical pursuits. The me- 
chanic certainly cau have no satisfaction in the reflection that what he has achieved by 
long years of moral, reputable honesty, and laborious apprenticeship, should be as 
readily attained by an early course of infamy, and the ignoble punishment consequent 
upon the violation of law, and the outrage of all that is honorable and praisewor.hy 
among men. 

There is another disadvantage in the present mode of employing convict labor, 
which your committee have but briefly alluded to: it is the necessity, which a public 
institution, like a penitentiary of labor, is under, of making sale of its manufactures at 
reduced prices, and of holding out the inducement of economy to all the surrounding 
country, to have their job work done, and instruments of labor wrouglit, within the 
walls of the prison, rather than in the shops of reputable and faithtul artisans. Much 
of the former indebted of the institution, and the rt jssatistaction of the 

ople with ita management, arose from this very species of competition, and the 
redaction of prices, so as to undersell all other manufactures and venders of like mer- 
chandise. 

The depression and impoverishment of the mechanical classes by the mammoth ope- 
rations of a great State-workshop, supported from the public revenue, must inevitably 
lower their position and influence in society, while the annual addition made to their 
number by the discharged apprentices of a prison, must sink the respectability of their 
vocations im their own estimation, and in that of their connections; while, more unjust 
and oppressive still, these very mechanics, by taxation and the part they bear in far- 
nishing the revenues to support government, are compelled to pay for and sustain the 
monopoly which beggars their families, and compels them, with the iron arm of neces- 
sity, to take a lower and less influential station in society.* 

No site in the State, or perhaps in the world, could be more healthy than the pres- 
ent site of the Mississippi penitentiary has been proved to be. If all convicts admitted 
to the penitentiary were to have sound and undecayed constitutions, sickness and mox- 
tality would be items scarcely to be found in the prison annals. No place, therefore, in 
the bounds of the State, could be better adapted to an entirely secluded imprisonment, 
and the energetic and profitable prosecution of in-doors manulactures. 

At the time the Inspectors made out their report, the inventory of stock, tools, man- 
ufactured articles, materials, and all vther property belonging to the penitentiary, 
amounting to $15,021, had not been made ont, and they could not, therefore, place 
that sum to the credit of the institution, as they did not know the precise ameunt. The 
small discrepancy between the present statement now furnished by your committee 
for the fiscal year of 1843, and the partial report made to the Legislature, is easily ac- 
counted for by the complex and confused mode of book-keeping practiced in the prison 
—in stating which, your committee do not intend to bring any charge of incapacity or 
want of attention on the part of the late clerk. They only intend to assert, that the 
present mode of keeping the books of the institution is such as to render all efforts to 
find out the actual situation of the affairs of the prison difficult and uncertain; and to 
effect a change in this mode, your committee respectfully submit a document which 
contains a mode believed to be plain, and, at the same time, correct; and which, at all 
times, will show the actual gain or loss of the institution. 

The carding machine and the foundry, two important accessories to the proposed 
change, can be put in operation by the surplus revenue of the institution duriag the 

t fiscal year. The surplus revenue of the present year, your committee have just 
grounds to believe, will exceed that of the past by a considerable amount. 

Your committee respectfully submit the following resolutions :— 
Resolved, 1st, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That the superintendent 

of the State penitentiary is hereby authorized to erect, within its walls, a wool-carding 
machine and an iron foundry; and that the sum of $1,500 be, and the same is, hereby 
appropriated out of the funds now on hand in the treasury of the institution for such 

  

poses. 
Resolved 3rd. That all the net profits of the institution shall hereafter be set apart 

and appropriated, under the direction of the Legislature, to the purchase and erection 
of machinery, with the view of establishing in said institution, a manufactory of coarse 
cotton and woolen fabrics, and bagging and rope, either of hemp or cotton. 

*It may be proper here to state, what should have been stated at an earlier moment, that in making 
theze eelections from the various reports, the Committee do not consider themselves as in any way ea- 
dorsing the various opinions therein expreased, their desire and endeavor being simply to give a fair 

and honest synopsis of their contents.—P. D. C.   

Put 
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Resolved, 4th. That the clerk of the Penitentiary be i i i 

. k of immediate the pooks pad accounts of the institution agreeably to the Plan derailed ato Keee irked “BF; marke 3” and that books for that purpose be purchased by the funds of the insti- 

G. R, FALL, Chairman of House Committee, 
J. ALEXANDER VENTRESS, Chairman of Senate Committee, 

Dishursements.—Amonnt disbursed durin i ; a! @ the fiscal year of 1843, fi 2 xyember, 1842, until the 27th November, 1843, $27,131 a amount ‘eee ae, orth No- arth November, 1842, 13,740 39; amount to balance, 1.366 32: total mh <ecetpfs.— Amount of cash received and charged as per income and k book, me November, 1842, to 27th November, 1843, £1) 615 48; aot ok poo from aken 27th November, 1843, 15.021 93; amount of salaries due for ser ses i L 
7 

last year, and paid and charged this year, 2,766 94; bill of iron purchased in Taio ced paid for in 1843, 4,895 21; bill purchased in 1842 and paid in 1843, 373 28; permanent qabrosement from 27th November, 1842, to 27th November, 1843, 4,015 94; amount ad rae seen for the State, 1 } amount of difference between State warrants par funds, 2 2 tot 2,25 ai itenti i 
ona a funds. 2, total, $42,258 21. Amount gained by the penitentiary thie 

1844.—Inspecrors’ Report. 
Condition of the Prison.—The lower tier (50 cells i i: 

i 7 ¢ in number) is all comple i goed or der. In the second tier there are 36 cells completed wed 14 others which an @ ready for use at very small expense. The workshops are in good condition, and suited for the various branches of business carried on therein. There are alo sheds, pep fer the sheltering: of the articles manufactured, such as wagons, ploughs, etc. The idings and yar t] i iz i van durit 
prospec yard about the penitentiary have been kept neat and clean during the 

Agreeably to resolutions passed at the last sessio i nD . m of the Legislature th in- tendent purchased a carding machine, which has been in operation for several ae itis propelled by horse-power. Also, constracted an iron door across the main pas- sage to the prison edifice, which has proved to be a great convenience, and in our aiumble opinion, much more safe than the old plan to py of pri _ The Inspectors do not deem it necessa 
Ses, except fo erect a suitable building for a hospital, which we th during the winter. It can be dis ed with in cama is the larg 

Ne . @ pensed with in summ the cells is then a cool and pleasant place for the sick ras the large passage between The clothing and bedding amply suffice to make them i y comfortable ; th been of a strong and wholesome kind, the cost of which averages 4} conte per he ee each convict. We flatter ourselves they will compare in appearance with an ‘aon confined in similar institutions in the Union. ¥ prsouers coe pave, a hope that the ep goceiprs daring the present year, from the labor of the + e 8 n efra fl instituti i i 
con gete Mill, be su ry © expenses of the institution without calling 

RICH. P. WINSLOW, 
WIS L. TAYLOR, Inspectors 

J.C. FORREST,” ee 

1844.—Superintenvenr’s Report. 
The number of convicts in this Penitentiary on the 28th day of November, 1843, wi: 66; received since that time, 33; making mn all 99, ont of which & have been dis. sharged by expiration of genrence i 3 have been pardoned by the Governor ; 2 died, and c writ of erro n re § avi i 84, which are employed generally oe halos. Sharkey, ‘saving pow in confinement hon Ypoclwright and carpenters shop, including harnessmakers, 16; in blacksmith cloning win) ae ma ers op. 43 spiuning, weaving, warping, etc., 6; carding and jeans ig oe "3 i yan we and carriage trimming, 5; cutting wood and getting timber, i tule yard | a eriving horses to machine, 1; in grinding corn, 2; in garden- we i “ gs 4; in washing, 2; sweeping and cleaning prison, 2; average in loltary confinement, 2; old and infirm,2; average confined by sickness, 5; whol number confined in prison, November, 1844, 84. ° ve wvmore  
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This prison labors under serious disadvantages not known to any other prison in the 

Union, on account of the heavy expense incurred in guarding the walls, for which there 

seems to be no remedy, except tearing down and building up new wai Is. e ex- 

pense of guarding the walls the past year, including board of guard, etc., amounts to 

the sum of $1,299, 
, 

J have felt myself compelled to keep one convict in solitary confinement during the 

whole of the past year. I exhausted all my management on him before I adopted this 

very harsh course. Others also were placed in solitary confinement at different times, 

making an average of two thus punished during the ‘whole of the past year. As re- 

gards the first-vamed, T am satisfied that nothing but the want of the Zash bas produced 

the necessity of his cver going into solitary coufinement. I wish to call your attention 

particularly to his case, and ask you to have some remedy provided against a too fre- 

uent recurrence to the necessity of solitary confinement, which I believe can only be 

done by the use of the dash, properly guarded. . . . 

You will perceive that the whole expense of the penitentiary, for provisions during 

the last year, was $2 dit of $101 for provision sold, and $486 16 

amount of provisious on hand, da, $1,773 03. There are 84 

gnards, and an average of 6 negroes left in prison for sale keeping, makin; 

in all 100 persons supported from the above amount of $1,773 03, which you will fin 

amounts to 4% cents per head for each day. 

There have been 10 discharged by expiration of sentence, 2 by death, and 3 by pardon. 

Receipts.—Blacksmith shop, $5,367 72 5 wheelwright and carpenters shop, 6,740 76; 

shoemakers shop, 1,454 913 tailors shop, 3 25; weavers and woul-carders shop, 328 29; 

sale of hogs, 101 00; keeping runaway slaves, 207 90; sale of oxen and horses, 197 50; 

brickyard, for sale of bricks, 2,397 13: total cash receipts, $16,798 45. Additional 

earnings for which cash has not been received--32 chains, manulactured for State 

House, at $1 a piece, $32 00; jron door, and partition in passage to main building, and 

grating for prison walls, and hauling sand for improving premises, 275 905 making 

large table for Governor's Office, 30 00: making flag-staff for capitol, 25 

umber and building shed in brick-yard, 147 48; ing i 

drums for turning lathes, and other improvements, 671 10; making one large table and 

book case for Adjutant General's Office, and lightning-rods for State Capitol, 90 955 

furnishing and laying 39,079 bricks on Governor's Stable, 468 92; cutting and hauling 

120 cords of wood for prison, $1 50 acord, 180 00; board and attention to 2 convi 

in solitary confinement 730 days, at 40 cents per day, 292 00; board and attention to 2 

old and infirm convicts, for 730 days, at 40 cents per day, 292 00; board and nursing 

5 sick convicta, 1,825 days, at 40 cents per day, 730 005 services of 4 convicts cooking 

for prison, 1,460 days, at 40 cents per day, 720 00; services of 2 convicts washing for 

prison, 380 days, af 50 cents per day, 36 00; services of 2 convicts at sweeping and 

cleaning, 730 days, at 33 cents per day, 240 00; out-door and job work on prison and 

arden, 293 00; keeping negro boy Peter, brought from Lawrence county, for trial 

Fefore the High Court of Errors and Appeals, from January 2, 1842, to November 30, 

1844, 139 60; convict clothing, shoes, hats, etc., consumed and repaired, 603 66. 

‘Amount of salaries due last year, paid and charged this year, 432 12; profit and lose 

account—for loss on manufactured articles made by Superintendent Hart, and sold less 

i 385 90; amount of Superintendent’s draft issued upon the Auditor, 

from the ‘receipt of the institution by order of Board of 

nt of stock on hand as per inventory taken November 30, 

1844, 3,172 74; cash on hand November 30, 1844, 1,561 74: grand total, $41,227 28. 

Disbursements.—For provisions, $2,361 13; clothing, 124 50; hospital. 72 40; soap, 

candles, and oil, 331 60; freight and hauling, 611 68; farniture and stationery, 29 19; 

galaries to officers, 4,971 77 ; salaries to the guards, 3,979 83 ; building materials, 110 87 ; 

master-workmen’s salary, 917 50; blankets and bedding, 76 50; tools, 299 04; work- 

ing materials, 5,761 46; arms and ammunition, 8 21; horses and oxen, 243 00; forage 

and fuel, 1,284 78; carding machine, 750 00; contingencies, 664 96; stock on hand as 

per inventory, November 28, 1843, 15,021 93; cash on hand as per cash account, 

9,269 88; net profits from November 28, 1843, to November 30. 1844, 1,337 00: to- 

tal, $41,227 28. BENJ. G. WEIR, Superintendent. 

1844.—Puysician’s Rerort. 

It is a well known fact that fever has prevailed to an unprecedented extent over & 

large portion of the upland country of the State, and that to one or two locations a 

fearful fatality has attended it, yet there has not occurred in this institution a solitary   

Is Yh et % 
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case of fever that did not yield in the treatment i i case of fever ¥ ent in three or four days, so mild has been 

1 The portion of acute forms of disease independent of fever has not been as great as 
ast year in their character they were, with few exceptions, mild, and of short duration 

e jonrnal of the medical department exhibits, how i ; j ‘ al « 2 : ever, an increase of chroni 
cases over the last year. This increase, I 1 igi n the pen : . , I may observe, has not originated in th i 

* * * ne - 

tentiary. More than a third of those admitted in the last year, have ‘brought with them 
yar ious © rouic diseases, ue result of vicious habits, privations, and exposure Indeed. 

would appear that the demand for the services of the Ph ici in: j , Y ; d s 8 ysician comes in 4 
of cases from that class of unfortinmates who, having exhausted their means and. thet 
constitutions in the indulgence of every species of vice and dissipation, find their we 

: ey i i i 0 the penitentiary, regarding it as an asylum where their wants and sufferings may be 
ministered to, rather than a place of probationary punishment provided b overut 
for the expiation of crimes commited. ¥ govenument 
b There have occurred but 2 deaths in the prison since the close of the last fiscal year, 
oth, singularly enough, having taken place on the same night, one dying of ny ic 

diarrhea, the other of apoplexy. i ; be te na few 
words he came into the pr ‘pa with a constitution broken down by a complication 

seas long standing, which, after much suffering and fi i 
his existence. Of the other individ i Se ee erate citetoa . ndividual litte was knuwn; he h: is 2 s ad but recent! 
the prison and presented the appearance of robust health. He was a man of thee 

sanguine temperament, short neck and large head; had been slightly indisposed. the 
lay before his decease, but was 4 sw 1 afew i 3 day be able to answer to his number a few hours before his 

There are at this time in the hospital bi i 3 2 spital bat two cases of disease. one a i 
rheumatism, the other chronic diarrheza. w.s. LANGLEY Physeans > . 

1845.—Inspectors’ Report. 

Agreeably to an act of the Legislature a) . ais approved Sth March, 1846, for changi - 
yet labor, and other purposes, the Superintendent has commenced a building #4 by 88 
feet, three stories high, for the reception of machinery for manufacturing ‘Soolen and 
cotton goods. there bas been built a very large cistern, 20 by 26 feet, for supplying 

e engine with water ; te i the engine with water; this embraces all the material permanent improvements about 

The cash receipts this year have amounted to $5,12 f 24 60 less than } ” 
amount of manufactured articles now on hand is $6,163. The amount dear nthe 
ante treasury is $12,706 27; The increase in stock and tools over last year is $5.727 95 

‘ash now on hand, 54229. The loss 2 jel sole 3 ee es * e196 a. on sales of manufactured articles, (sold less 

In compliance with the act of the Legislatu i " P aK g re, there has been purchased and put int 
operation an engine and fixtures for propelling the machinery now erected in the 
I 31 also of sufficient power to propel th iti hi , fg woolen also oF aol mode propel the additional machinery for manufactur- 

¢ Inspectors ordered machinery, which will gi 5 2 ‘ e give employment to 20 or 25 hands. 
ike board found it utterly impossible to comply strictly with the act of the last Legis: 
lature. he machinery necessary to employ 80 hands, would cost $30.000; the 
Bee ae hows was but $4,090. The board therefore found it necessary, in order 

a 1ny showing towards complying with the law, t i ’ 
of articles in the institution, about $5,500" ww: to appropriate [rom the sales 

t will be proper to state here distinctly, that should the Legi or t c gislature subsequent! 
poake an appropriation for the extension of machinery, the engine and fixtures, the 

ouse now being erected, and a portion of the machinery, will be sufficient, (without 
additional expense,) for the employment of 80 hands. , 
ih We are satisfied, from experience and close observation, that it is very important for 
he safety of the prisoners, and as a matter of economy to the State, that some plan be 
adopted to make eale of the manufactured articles without the walls of the prison. It 

is pot unfrequent to see 20 or 25 persons within the walls of the prison at one time, and 
a large majority of them visit from mere idle curiosity, and occupy the time of the offi- 

fers and guards, and prevent them from attending to their duties; this is during all 
ours of the day. It also attracts the attention of the prisoners, and causes them to 

gaze and idle away time. RICHARD P. WINSLOW, 
J. C. FORREST, Inspectors. 
CHARLES SCOTT,  
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1845.—SuperintenvEeNT’s REporT. 

By an examination of the books of the institution, you will perceive that we have 
had ‘not more than 70 convicts during the spring, summer, and fall months, and that 
by an examination of the Physician's report and books, you will see that an average 

of 15 of that number have been sick during the year, and that for about 4 months, 
30 were on the sick list, leaving, during the greater part of the year, only 55 hande 
capable of doing labor; the number of convicts has now ron up to 89 within the last 
few weeks, and the whole number has generally beeu employed as follows :—— 

In blacksmith shop, 7; wheelright shep, 10; shoemakers shop, 6; spinning and 
weaving, 6; carding and cleaning wool, 3; painting and carriage trimming, 4; brick- 
yard and laying brick, 22; grinding corn, 3; gardening, 2; cooking and washing, 5; 
sweeping and cleaning, 2; old and infirm, 4; average sick, 15: total, 89 

The whole number of convicts received into the prison since its commencement ia 
196. The whole number in confinement on the 30th of November, 1845, was 84. The 
whole number received since then to 30th November, 1846, is 37. Discharged of this 
number by expiration of sentence, 17, and discharged by pardon of the governor, 8, 4 
of which received their pardons on the day before their service expired, on account of 
extraordinary good behavior while in prison; 7 died during the year; which leaves 
now in confinement, 89. 

Whole number of convicts received since first admission, April 15, 1840, 196; in 
confinement December 1, 1845, 84; since received, up to November 30, 1848, 37; 
discharged by expiration of sentence. 17; de. by executive pardon, 8; deaths, 7; 
remaining in confinement November 30, 1846, 89. 

Number from each County.—Hinds, 3; Franklin, 2; Itawamba, 4; Adams, 3; Mon- 
roe, 5; Noxubee,2; Harrison, 2; Marion, 2; Copiah, 4; Holmes, 1; Leake, 3, War- 
ren, 8; Wilkinson, L; Lowndes, 5; Tippah, 2; Panola, 2; Claiborne, 4; Lafayette, 1; 
Tishemingo, 2; Bolivar, 1; Madison, 3; Jasper, 2; Jefferson, 1; Greene, 1; Jack- 
son, 1; Carroll, 3; Simpson, 1; Coahoma, 1; Pike, 1; De Soto, 2. 

Term of Sentences.—¥For 25 years, 1; 20 years, 1; 15 years, 3; 12 years,19; 10 

years, 19; 8 years,2; 7 years, 4; 6 years, 6; 5 years, 17; 4 years, 10; 3 years, 5; 
2 years, 
Crimes.-Horse stealing, 2; manslaughter, 14; robbery, 2; grand larceny, 12; ne- 

gro stealing, 10; petty larceny, 21; murder, (sentence commuted,) 1; assauit to kill, 
6; barglary, 3; assault to commit rape, 2; forgery, 6; rape, 2; assault to kill his wife, 

having counterfeit money in possession, 1; do. forged notes in possession, 1; abet- 
ting to murder, 1; attempt to steal a slave, 1; perjury, 1; larceny and forgery, 2. 

Places of Nativity Mississippi, 5 ; North Carolina, 3; Georgia, 7; District of Co- 
lumbia, 1; South Carolina, 10; Tennessee, 6; Ireland, 5; Vermont, 1; Hlinois, 2; 
Louisiana, 3; Pennsylvania, 4; Alabama, 6; Arkansas, 1; Choctaw Indian uation, 1; 
New York, 8; Ohio, 3; Virginia, 9; Missouri, 1; Maine, 1; Massachusetts, 2; Ken- 
tucky, 2; Indiana, 2; England, 2; St. Domingo, 1; Austria, 1; Hanover, 1; Scot- 
land, i. 

Occupations when committed.—Schoolmaster, 1; house carpenters, 3; saddler, 1; 
carriag: k ; blacksmiths, 6; har ker, 1; wheelwrights, 2; physicians, 2; 
tailors, 2; shoemakers, 3; leather currier, 1; ship carpenter, 1; painter, 1; sailor, 1; 
stonemason, 1; spinner, 1; cabinetmaker, 1; without trades or professions, 60. 

iges.—From 17 to 20 years, 9; 20 to 30, 42; 30 to 40,23; 40 to 50,9; 50 to GO, 
3; 60 to 70, 2; 70 to 106, 1. BENJAMIN G. WEIR, Superintendent. 

1845.—Pnysictan’s Report. 
The number of deaths in the prison this year, has exceeded that of any other since 

its establishment. About the first of May the convicts were attacked almost simultane- 
ously with dysentery of a very malignant character, which, in a few weeka, had ex- 
tended over the whole prison, leaving scarcely an individual who was not more or less 
afflicted hy it. 

No abatement took place until the sick were removed to another building prepared 
for their reception, and a thorough cleansing of the cells and bedding had been made. 

The number of deaths by dysentery were four; two have died of chronic diarrhaa. 
and one of pulmonary consumption. There have been but few cases of fevers during 
the year; diarrhcea and dysentery having prevailed to the exclusicu of almost every 
other disease. 

The prison is at this time comparatively healthy, there being only a few chronic 
cases on the sick list. WM. 8. LANGLEY, Physician.   

Ie¥6, ot. 
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1845.—Insrectors’ Report. 
The prisoners are gener: i 1 g ally obedient; but few offenc: Panishment seems to have the desired effect. The prisoners are w Il clad i Thee the prison, aud fed with strong and substautial food on Cia ta the mane 5 Son 18 entirely free from debt, wit alance in its f its prospects Justify the conclusion that fr the nace iustent oe saison 10 U2, and the treasury, it will yivld a handsome revenue to the Stare of being a tax mpon . 

RICHARD P. WINSLOW. 
J. C. FOREST, , 
GEORGE R, FALL, 

s and the mode of 

; Inspectors. 

1845.—Surerintenpent’s Revort, 
19d tole, number of convicts in the prison at the expiration of the fiscal i pean rere 8 3 rece ed since that time, 23: making 107~—out of which nt. in, been diseh reed Py expiration of sentence, 2 by writ of error, 5 by executi sardon, and 1 by d uh + teaving now in confinement 84. 1 consider it proper to ri mai ae that vo of a S Pardous referred to above were granted by his E xcelleney the Gant or, : ‘lore the expiration of s hei Sor 

deg their continercent inn P Frat sentence, on account of their good behavior 
he convicts during the past year have b. 

1 é iz e n een employed general} : ant blacksmith shop, 12; wheel wright and harnessmaking, 16 shoe chow 4p i Ring: wes ‘B.S ayping. ete., 6; carding and cleaning wool, 3; painting ad artage pe ve yard and building cisterns, 19; driving horses to machine fo : ig » Ji gardening, 1; cooking, 3; i ; i ning oo 2 7 pid and infirm, 2 | average sick, 5 2 jot an °F sweeping and cleaning ou will perceive by the punishment book that o¢ 
_Y j punis that only 26 i z inflicted during the year, and for the last 4 months only l 3 alot ements rave been very mild character, 

, when ave been of isos ar orend eet this sity and its vicinity have continued their religious exer: 3 son; and | am happy to state that th i iota to the word preached is good, and their anxieties for religi 3 exercines ore convicts oO inspire me with a hope that the word spoken has not ways ©, or among thorns,” but on good ground, aud therefor f one thing I am certain—that the religious exerci " the observance of discipline on the part of the ci necessity of punishment very rare. 
Total number of convicts in prison, November 30, 1845, 89 vemes.— Larceny, 48; murder, 1; rape and t ‘4h 

/ ” en ; t . : 

will 8 coumerfeiting, 2; manslaughter, Th: forgery, &y robber ene ju et * S——Under 20, 3 2 2 13; 
‘ , 0 

4 17% 20 to 30, 43; between 30 and 40, 23; 40 ‘and 5004 

as seed sown by the 
Produced good fruit. 

cises here have a tendency to make onvicts comparatively easy, and the 

. ve ° 
0; over 

‘ole number of convicts received si fi issi i confinement pecember 1, 1844, 84; since received, ooaion, io 15, 1840, 159; in wot High Court of Berar geared Dy expiration of sentence, 15; by writ of error cunfinereens ER 30, iis 8,25 executive pardon, 5; death, 1. Leaving in 
reaNumben from cack County.— Adams, 18; Lowndes, 7; Warren. 7; Hinds, 5; 
53 Hancock , a: Cait i 23 Holmes, 1; Leake, 2; Wilkinson, 3; Monroe, Madison. 3+ Taspeow 1: Claiborne, 1; Lafayette, 2; Pontotoc, 1; Madiso ei Jasper, : ;_ Jefferson, 1; Tishemingo, 4; Jackson, 1: Ke : 1; Ch : 
Term of Se ten foil Pike, 1; Green, 1; Harrison’ 2. mbes 3 oe entences.-For life, 1; 2 ' 150: 19 3. 1 45 5,14 4, M1; 3, 107 2, 14. 2. 0 years, 1; 15,2; 12, 3; 10, 14; 8,1; 7,7; 6, 

grand laccen ts stealing, 3; manslaughter, 11; robbery, 2; arson, 1; murder, 1; oeeda, ae my 1 ; petty larceny, 22; assault and battery to kill, 3; receiving stolen 8 bigamy, ts forgery Praeene ui negro stealing, 11; rape, 2; shooting ‘to kid, 
‘e fill his wife, 1; alding to commit. muden 1” 15 burglary, 35 Perjury, 1; assault 4 Virgin, Logit Vermont, 1; Massachusetts, 3; New York, 8: Pennsylvania, George a 40 aryland, 1; Delaware, 1; North Carolina, 5; South Careline 6: 19; Tennessee, 4 i Rentacky, 25 Indiana, 2; Illinois, 2; Ohio, 5; Missa £1; bl;  
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; 3 d, 1; Den- 

Alabama, 5; Mississippi, 4; Louisiana, 2; England, 3; Treland, 5; Scotland, 1; 

. Atria Mie oe 15 Choctaw, a yheelwrights, 23 cabinetmakers, 23 

mnie a aller } printers, 2; glassblower, 13 physician, mark, 1; i Be 

tions when L 8 

shosmekers, 2; painter, 1; tailor 1 sailor, 1 
* 

i ; wi t trades, 67- 
. | 50 to 60, 

* en ins years, 12; 20 to 30, 36; 30 to 40, 25; 40 to 50, 6; 50 to 

ges.— 2 

3; 60 to 70, 1; 106 L. es, 3 

—Whi Jes, 81; colored males, 3. | . 
Color. Waite wried,'2 4; unmarried, 56; widowers, 4 : ot i, 84 ot; whoelwrieht 

Receiprs.- Mi yufactured articles, $872 053 blacksmith shop, 3, " i wheel rig 

Receipts.—\ a hop, 477 SL; weavers, tailors, and carders shop, via | ot brick: 

o Oe ae sob and Ou door work, 1,543; from State of Mississipp!; =o” =? 1845. 

ber 1 1845, 13,931 12; cash on hand December 1, ’ 

, 

ie isi ; hospital, 91 283 
; sion, 2,603 44; hospital, § 

Disbursement s.—Forage and fuel, 1,080 695 provision, gencics, hospmiat inspec 

discharged cod oat i 63: officers’ salaries, 4,180; guar 8, 

tors per diem, 104; fi lary, 232 50; oil and lights, 454 203 stock and tools on 

i ember 13 te 74; cash on hand at same date, 1,561 74; ba , 

nd Dec : 5 : 33 771 03. . 

being net gain for the year 1844,5,110 01: total, oN. @ WEIR, Soperintendent. 

1945.—Pryvsician’s Report. 

i jarrhea and dysentery prevailed to a 

Tn the month? of Marc AP oan ne tho aggregate amount of cases of every 
g : 

g s 

scrip extent have rece’ 
aid throughout the present with the past 

e . i i i is year. 

Soar, tho resalt in point of health, is decided a fas ror of this yeu having entered the 

‘case ronic di cea terminated ta c i h g the 

igor this mi only death that has occurred in the penitentiary since my 

prison. 18 

annual repor’ 
WM. S. LANGLEY, Physician. 

eT 

the Tennessee. Penitentiary for the Years 
nopsis of the Report of 

Syreapeis of 1844 and 18409. 

, T. 
g44, 1845.— AGENT'S REPOR 

‘ ‘ have been $51,345 375 expenditures, 

$,231 59; amount paid commissioners 

an cash on hand, September 30, A Av h receipts 
t will be perceived thet the cas eipts 

jnclading balance due September 30, 1843, ae i 

for building State Capitol, $8,000: leaving 

18 Pn a missioners for building State Capitol, various & nrvieles 

i 
d, to the amount of $1,900 20, whica, ime 

tare aie furnished yarchase of stone quarry, and which are ner yet due, make 
the 

tho t ET emount to their debit in the prison books, $11,400 20, Pane oe been 

the ta! the uarrying and cutting of any stone, for which no cha ef pas 

mal 7 * t onic at a fair estimate, amounts at this time to a Y eu 00 ne liabilities, 

mi wil Bad b one of the annexed statements, that after de ucts ga ie gon from % 

topeter with former reported balances, 2 clear profit Femaing OERSON, arent 

leat two years’ operations of $18,239 70. LA 

30, 

Receipts. —Cash received for articles sold and debts collected, from September 30, 

’ spt 
5 

. 

” 45, $51,345 47. . . . cundries 

Be. aeons ao ee September 30, 1845, $1,698 49; cash paid & gun vies 

nding ari 
jals, victualing con . -, 36, 

i i 
ra, materials, V1 g 

cae 

inctading al ware
 ling State Capitol, 8,000: total, 46,231 59. Balance 

5,113 88. “eae. ontere 

on oa SP eee oy 1805, ebalance 
of manufactures, $42,459 18 Oe sO: inter 

RucaritVLAaTion receivable, 14,869 18; accounts due Prison 8 p28 39 

oat account T State house, 11-400 20; cash on hand, 5,333 88+ total, $95,   
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Disbursement.—Balauce of expense account, $7,186 38; amonnt of wages and victu- 
aling accounts, 17,784 92; amount dne snudries ou account, 3,257 92; notes given for 
the purchase of stone quarry, not due, 1,500; balances reported to September, 30, 
1843, 47,605 60; balance in favor of the prison, September 30, 1845, 18,239 70: 
total, $95,574 52. ‘ 

Whole number of prisoners in confinement September 30, 1843, 194; since received, 
white males, 121; do. females, 4; black males, 8: total 327. 

Discharged by expiration of sentence from September 30, 1843, to September 30, 
1845— white males, 54; black males, 4; pardoned under the law of 1836—white 
males 41; black males, 2; general pardons—white males, 4; do. females, 2; escaped, 
6; died, 2; now in confinement, 25. 

Ages.—Under 20 years, 22; 20 to 25, 46; 25 to 30, 45; 30 to 40, 44; 40 to 50, 16; 
50 to 60, 12; 60 to 70 and upwards, 4: total 189. 

‘erms of Sentences.—Kor life, 9+ 21 years, 6; 20 do. 2; 18 do. 1; 15 do. 4; 14 do. 
1; 12do.1; 11 do. 1; 10do.12; 8 do. 3; 7 do. aud 6 months, 1; 7 do. and 5 months, 
1; 7 years, 1; 6 years, 5; 5 do. and 10 months, 1; 5 years, 27; 4 do. and 6 monihs, 2; 
4 years, 12; 3 do. and 94 months, 1; 3 de. and 6 months, 5; 3 do. and 1 month, 1; 3 
years, 52; 3 do. and 3 months, 1; 2 do. and 9 months, 1; 2 do. and 6 months, 2; 5 
§ do. and 7 months, 1; 2 years, 10; 1 do. and 10 months, 1; 1 do. and 6 months, 2; 
1 do. and i month, 1; 1 year, 21. 
Number from each County.—Davidson, 15; Fayette, 9; Shelby, 18; Haywood, 2; 

Bedtord, 4: Stewart, 4; Montgomery 2; Lawrence, 3; Hardin, 3; Bradley 4; Madi- 
son, 7; Wilson, 2; Marion, 1; Giles, 3; Carroll, @; Grainger, 4; Coffee, 3; McMinn, 
4; Henderson, 3; Monroe, 2; Green, 1; Anderson. 2; Bledsee, 2; Maury, 6; Knox, 

6; Rhea, 1; Washington, 4; Williamson, 3; Hamilton, 3; Hickman, 1; Dickson, 1; 
Sumner, 2; Tipton, 3; Roane, 3; Johnson, 5; Obion, 3; Wayne,2; Weakley, 1; 
Gibson, 5; Rutherford, 2; DeKalb, 2; Jackson, 1; Heury, 1; Hawkins, 2; Hum- 
phreys, 1; Sullivan, 2; Cannon, 1; McNairy,1; Warren, 1; Marshall, 1; Lincoln, 3; 
Smith, 1; White, 2; Blount, 2; Robertson, 1; Claiborne, 2; Fentress, 3; Overton, 13 
Polk, 2; Jefferson, 2; Hardeman, 1; Franklin. 1. 

, Places of Nativity.—Tennessee, 81; North Carolina, 28; Kentucky, 5; South Caro- 
lina, 10; Virginia, 14; Alabama, 1; Maryland, 3; New York, 9; Georgia, 8; District 
of Columbia, 1; Pennsylvania. 6; Vermont, 1; Indiana, 1; Louisiana, 1; Ohio, 1; 
Delaware, 1; Mllinois, 1; New Hampshire, 1; Ireland, 4; Wales, 1; Germany, 3; 
England, 4; Scotland, 2; Holland, 1; Canada, 1. 

A statement showing the number of craivicts received, and their crimes, since the 
prison went into operation, from 1831 to 1845, inclusive :— 

Murder, first degree, 13; murder, second degree, 25; manslaughter, 34; stabbing, 
30; shooting, 9; assanit to kill, 24; maiming, 6; barglary, 13; rape, 6; arson, 5; ne- 
gro stealing, 13; receiving stolen goods, 11; stealing oxen, 1; robbing United States 
mail, 3; bigamy, 16; incest, 3; false token. 7; releasing prisoner from jail, 1; per- 
jury, 8; forgery 31; hog stealing, 4; counterfeiting, 39; buggery, 1; remaining in 
the State, 1; harboriug slave, 1; attempting to escape, 1; killing a bull, L; grand lar- 
ceny, 188; petit larceny, 197; horse stealing, 113: total, 805. . 

1845.—Puysician’s Rerorr. 

The number of deaths which have occurred among the convicts within the last two 
years, is much greater than in any space of time of the same length, with the exception 
of the two years in which the cholera existed among them. 

The difference is a0 very strikicg, that it would at onee occur toa reflecting mind, 
that some extraordinary cause for it must have existed. Between 2 and 3 per cent. 
has been the average number of deaths, with the exception of the last two years, and 
the two years in which the cholera appeared. During the recess of the Legislature, 
from 1841 to that of 1843, there was not a death. The deaths of 1844 ran up to nearly 
5 per cent., and that of the present year to 44. 
_ In part to account for the great mortality in 1844, the measles broke out in the prison 
in February of that year, and continued some twe or three months, during which time 
about 100 of the men were attacked by it. Although no case proved fatal in its origi- 
nal attack, yet very many seemed to recover very slowly, and most of the deat! 
which occurred during that summer, were from chronic affections of those who had 
previously had measles. 

In the spring of 1844, another cause of disease began to be developed, which F be- 
lieye has added much to the aickner= =ines th-* time; I allude fo the effiuvia arisirs  
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from the pent-houses. For the last two years the number of inmates have averaged 

i i 
h 

i son is about 230 feet square, and muc 

a oe a ot ote Prvithin this small space, were also the 

the pits to which could only be sunk a few 

the surface. This made it necessary 
losed ground lying 
portion on the east 
The effluvia arising 

hi id becam: 
vere used, such as quiesime: 

lles ce. relieved i 
ed to ailect hea! 

from és. This reicved in some but seem 

eat spring the orly course left which promised to correct the evil was adopted oy the 

daily ¢ i auling to a distance from_ 3 - 

keeper—the aly cote me peony had a favorable influence on the heal th of 

the inmates, but it is ‘yet by no means a3 good aa previous to the ast tre ie at 

will of course take a considerable time for this cause of sickness to entirely 

i i i duce that effect. 
: 

oa very I otal however, whether 200 persons can constant'y goon 
2 space s0 

: ith? i 
IY Fv a 

i i vithin the prison walls and enjoy go . 

small as is at present inclosed wit : and enjoy eo voase, 

i use than the smallness of the space g i ; 

The wstofa large and well-ventilated. hospital has been much felt when we have 

y Bick: FELIX ROBERTSON, Physician. 

__ 

Report. of the Illinois Penitentiary for 1846. 

Jxtixois PENITENTIARY, Acton, January 2nd, 1847. 

, AssoctaTION— 
Jour D. Russ, Ese., Sec’y Putson As ; . . 4 

Dear Sir: ‘Your favor of the 14th inst. was duly received. | ou, mention that you 

a ice before, only one of which has 2 _ 
pee rien turned at that time was, that the prison being leased for a tern of years, 

ending 1833, no reports were made except to the inspectors, a2 : nen only 0 fa a 

related to the discipline and condition of ne ren Te yo be ins ectors) made 

i i i e » a 
. : . 

ee te ee wien oe “a you, The present number of convicts 1s 1 u 

ee nay Fity being 2 ; the average term of confinement 18 about 

a arse About half of e men are employed in coopering, the balance im wagon: 

eof hemp. Your former letter is mislaid, and 1 do no 

ked, but will give any information in my power. 

spectfull 

ery espe is. A. BUCKMASTER. Warden. 
By 8. PINSON, Jr. 

ee 

Reports of the Arkansas Penitentiary for 
1842, 1844, and 1846. 

— 
1842.——AcENtT’s REPoRT. 

In obedience to the Sth section of a 

herewith submit to your honorable body 

the State of Arkansas, showing the profits and losses of 1  catablichme rT ar February, 

ber, name, and general description of persons discharge: a since be oth ot a hambl 

Had ogee wh a few et gs TeeN movement oT user tions 
led with a few remarks and sugges ment as } con: 

igs the security of convicts and the importance of the institution — eg now, in eome 

The original design of making this a self-supporting esta ishment is ow in 

measure, carried into successful operation. a he 15th December, at, ths busine 

fi i 3s first commen ’ e 

of manag See, have worked steadily. Owing, however, to the depreciated 

state of frkaneas ‘money, we were greatly impeded in our purchases of mat   

(646. 
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One overseer prepares the work for the convicts, and labors constantly himself. In all, 
we may estimate the work of this branch of industry at about two-thirds the whole 
time since the above ‘late, (December 15, 1841. 

The trades of the carpenters and coopers have also been in full operation since I took 
charge of the institution, (to wit, on the 9th February, 1842.) [have also, with the 
consent of the Inspectors, erected a blacksmith shop within the plank inclosure, and 
commenced the trade of blacksmithing ou the 10th October, 1842, with a hired me- 
chanic to instruct the convicts. 

The following statement will show the profit and loss arising from this institution, 
from the 5th February, 1841, including October the 31st in the same year :— 

Amount of work done, with the value of stock and tools on hand, purchased since 
the 9th February, $2,840 174; wages for mechanics, turnkeys, and doctor's bill, 
$2,722 04}: cash drawn from the Inspectors, $40 00; expenses, (not including the 
salary of Ageut,) above earnings, $816 334. 

In the above list of expenses is included the materials for an office that was built 
for the Agent, a honse for the superintendent of the shoemakers, and a blacksmith shop. 

Of the nuinber of convicts discharged, one, a William Wasson, convicted in Critten- 
den county, of the crime of larceny, on the 16th day of April, 1841, sentenced to one 
year and ove day’s confinement in the penitentiary; said Wasson is 22 years of age, 5 
feet 7 inches high, light hair, blne eyes, and fair complexion; he made his escape from 
the penitentiary the 23rd day of July, and was retaken and delivered to the Azent on 
the 12th day of August, 1841. Said William Wasson was pardoned, on the 27th April, 
1842, for his good conduct in disclosing a plot made by a portion of the prisoners to 
effect their escape. Conduct while in prison, goud. 

Having been Agent of this penitentiary since the 9th February, 1842, I have thought 
proper to state such facts aud suggestions in relation thereto, as have occurred to me 
during my limited superintendence. 

The first thing to which I would direct the attention of your honorable body, is the 
want of a hospital, or any ward in the building, to which we might remove the sick, or 
order that they might. while dying, at least enjoy the privileges of fresh air, warmth, 
andabed. <A physician attends, it is true, but to what avail is medicine without the 
assistance of any of the means of nursing? The patient is stretched in a cold cell, the 
noisome and noxious smell from which, under the circumstances of sickness, would 
make a well man sick. It is philanthropy, yes, the cause of humanity, that speaks in 
the above short statement. Ido not speak it as the keeper of a penitentiary, but as a 
man. if the original plan of building had been carried out, the interior arrangements 
connected with the prison would have been extremely simp'e and efficient; the cells 
woald have been much more comfortable than they can be now made under any cir- 
cumstances. Que thing which the want of is now experienced, is the plan of a con- 
duit, or series of cast-iron pipes, connected with all the celis, and making its way out 
under the ground, in each cell. There onght 10 be a communication with this conduit, 
and a sink, which at pleasure may be filled with fresh water from above. in order to be 
discharged iuto this conduit, to cleanse and purify it. The prison could by that means 
be kept both cool and clean; the tendency and advantage of which to the health of the 
prisoners I need not attempt to explain. 

While speaking of the convicts, I would humbly suggest the propriety of devising 
some means for a tund for the use of discharged convicts, in order that when again thrown 
upon the community, they may have the means either to return to their homes here, 
or to support themselves on their way to a distant home, where they are not known, 
and where, with their past experience as a monitor, they may settle down into honest 
men aud industrious citizens. It is hard, indeed, very hard, when men are turned ; 
adrift in a place where they are known, and consequently looked upon with suspicion, 
without a cent in their pockets, without the meaus of a livelihood, with none to em- { 
oy them, on account of that one stain, and without movey to go elsewhere, is it 

surprising that these men should be tempted to resume their former courses, and conse- 
quently become again chargeable to the community as prisoners? . - 

I will now make a few remarks upon the police of the penitentiary, which you all 
admit must, or should be, of the most effective description. The law allows to assistant 
turnkeys, or keepers, the salary of $200 per annum. I do not suppose any honest, up- 
right, sensible, deserving man, (all of which qualifications are strictly necessary to fulfil 
the office of turnkey, or assistant keeper,) can be hired for the paltry sum of $200 per 
annum. Within the last year the money has been most of the time at 50 per cent. 
discount. It is my duty to lay tais subject before you, and it is for you to decide 
whether the salary of assistants should not be euch as to induce trustworthy mex to take  
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the office. This is a matter of the most vital importance to the well-being of the estab- 

Teer leave respectfully to submit for your consideration, the propriety and expedi- 

ency of erecting a wall, inclosing the penitentiary, and joining oom or al the o¢ a 

victs to carry on the duties assigned respectively within said wal , elieve there 

no safety or security against the escape of convicts from avy prison Cy beni en jary 

without it. So far as I can learn, in all the penitentiaries within the nite Sta os or 

Europe, where conviction and reform of convicts are the prominent o! ents, and wi rere 

the convict is not subject to solitary imprisonment, a substantial wal 1 ine osing t he pel i 

tentiary building, bas been considered the only safety for the convicts, ac engaged 

the early attention of the Legislature in establishing a penitentiary. It wou not 

be difficult to demonstrate to your honorable body the impolicy pe iu! purnanity 

of solitary confinement in a climate so far south as that of Little Rock. It woul e 

impolitic, unprecedented inhumanity, because no person, however B00 his constina ton 

be, would, in my opinion, survive a five years’ confinement to a so itary ce) ro 

health of the convict be considered, as well as the productiveness or value 0 is labor, 

he should be suffered to work in the open air in the day, and secur ely confine in a 

cell at night. To effect this object, a wall, inclosing say four acres, 1s indispensat le. 

The wall ought to be of sufficient height to prevent leaping over, and a su fen iol - 

ness to prevent penetration. I would suggest for the consideration o! your henorat e 

body, a wali of rock and brick, 25 feet high, and 4 feet thick at the base, diminis| in 

to 3 feet at the top. Let 10 of those feet at the ground be of rock, the other 15 be ° 

brick, of first quality as to durability, 1 believe a wall of this description could be 

built for $22,000, independent of the aid given by the convicts. there is son 

security of the above description, the couvicts cannot be kept secure, nor can their labor 

be profitable. Without such wall, an additional expense ocenrs to re institution, 

which is, that as convicts increase guards will necessarily increase, ant 10 conve s 

would require at least_one-third that number of guards: and even not then ° safe. 

This last calculation of expense is on the supposition that the convicts are to be em- 

y f their cells in the daytime. 

Payee eision, I would acknowledge my obligations to the Rev. Ww. W. Stevenson 

who has kindly and philauthropically supplied all those prisoners who could read, wit 

Bibles. He also has commenced lectures on Sundays for the moral and religious in- 

struction of the convicts, We believe that such instructions are as necessary for the 

attainment of the great object of the institution as anything can be; and if provision 

were made to bring mild, moral, and religious persuasion to bear oftener upon the sour 

and irritated minds of the convicts, pubappy, ine consciousness of their guilt, we ven 

its would certainly follow. 

tare to say that happy rest SAMES. McVICAR, Agent of the Penitentiary. 

1944,—Acent’s Report. 

In obedience to the Sth section of an act approved on the 17th December, 1838, I 

herewith submit to your honorable body the present condition of the penitentiary of 

the State, showing the profits and losses of the establishment, and the number, name, 

and general description of persons discharged since the 1st November, 1842, wit 3 

few suggestions for such improvements as { consider indispensable to the security an 

aafe-keeping of the convicts there, and the character and importance of the 

wethe following statement contains the whole number of commitments, deaths, 

pardons, and escapes, from the 31st October, 1842, to the 31st October, 1844 :— 

Whole number of prisoners on the 31st October, 1842, 21; number of commitments 

from the 31st October, 1942, to the 31st October, 1843, 20; from the Ist of October, 

1843, to the 31st of October, 1844, 20; number of deaths during the year 1843, 23 

during the year 1844, 1; number of pardons during the year 1843, 1; during the year 

1844, 1; namber of escapes during the year 1843, 0; during the year 1844, 1: whole 

me hole number of deaths, pardons, and escapes, from 31st of October, 1842, to the 

44, 6. ; 
ae bole auaber of prisoners confined in the penitentiary on the 31st of October, 

1844, 42. 
ram Edis, convicted of larceny jn Monroe county, delivered November 13th, 

H 
: * . 

1842, died of scurvy on the 19th July, 1843. Said Edis was of fair complexion, blue   
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eyes, dark hair, with a scar on his forehead, 5 feet 94 inches high, and about 20 years 
of age. 

William Fevers, convicted of larceny in Chicot county, delivered on the 25th 
December, 1842. He was afflicted with the scurvy when he arrived here, and died. 
of that disease on the 12th of December, 1843. Said Fevers was of fair complexion. 
blue eyes, light hair, 5 feet 104 inches high, and about 20 years of age. 

William Anderson, convicted of manslanghter in Desha county, delivered on the 3d 
of April, 1844, died of bilious fever in October, 1844. Said Anderson was of fair 
complexion, blue eyes, light lair, 5 feet 54 inches high, and about 27 years of age. 

Benjamin Fuller, convicted of homicide in Lafayette county, delivered on the 27th 
of May, 1841, was pardoned on the 19th of June, 1843. Said Fuller has black eyes, 
dark hair, is 5 feet 94 inches high, and 58 years of age. He was sentenced for 20 
ears. 
Hiram Hubbard, convicted of larceny in Phillips county, and sentenced for three 

years, delivered on the 19th December, 1841, and pardoned on the 27th day of April, 
1844, in consideration of the uniform good conduct of said Hiram Hubbard during his 
confinement in said penitentiary, Said Hubbard is of a swarthy complexion, grey 
eyes, dark hair, 5 feet 114 inches high, and about 26 years of age. 

Iva B. Whitmore, convicted in Pulaski county on two several indictments: ene for 
having in possession counterteit instrumen‘s for counterfeiting the coin of the United 
States, the other for passing counterfeit corporation notes; made his escape from the 
penitentiary on the 11th of March, 1844. Said Ira B. Whitmore is 5 feet 83 inches 
high, fair hair, blue eyes, and fair complexion, aud about 39 years of age. 

The following statement will show the protits and loss arising from the institution 
from the 31st of October, 1842, to tho 31st of October, 1844 :— 

Value of work, tools, stock on hand, improvernents, debts due, and all effects 
purchased, since 31st October, 1942, including the sum of $384 55 paid for debts 
contracted by my predecessor, $9,106 ; eash drawu from the treasury since 10th 
Feb., 1843. 7,721 25; due agent, pl an, and guard, 1,375 12; due to sundry 
individuals, 2.822 99—11,919 834; which leaves $2.8 34 as a total cost to the State 
trom the i0th of February, 1842, or the sum of $1,068 67 as the average cost per 
annum for a periud of 2 years 7 months and 21 days. 

OF the above amount drawn from the Inspectors, there has been expended the 
following sums to pay bills contracted before the undersigned came into office, as 
follows, and included in the above statemeut, to wit :— 

John R. Desha, for medical attendance, $143 50; Pitcher, Officer & Co., 88 32; 
Thomas Parsel, as guard, and superintending the shoemakers shop, 106 94; Rensellaer 
Mongon, as guard, 9 27; Jacob Faulkner, do., 9 27; R. L. Lincoln, do., 27 25: total. 
$384 55. 

The following statement will show the expense incurred for necessary improve- 
ments :— 

Cost of material for erection of new fence around the yard, $304 09; for building 
smoke-! , 143 00; guard-honse, 175 50; blacksmith shop and forges, 212 00; for 
building agent’s office, 155 00; house for shoemaker's family, 65 00; putting windows 
ii cells, and catches on the doors, 95 25; putting brick floor in kitchen, 85 00: total, 
1,184 75. 
Your honorable body will perceive that the expenses of the institution have exceeded 

its income tu a certain degree. This is not surprising, when the many disadvantages 
under which it labors are taken ito consideration. It is a well-known fact, that a 
similar institutions are necessarily an expense to their founders for the first five or six 
years of their existence, and this, too, where a ready market and good prices were al- 
ways found for their productions, and where every cause combined to farther their ad- 
vancement. Unfortunately for us, a ready market and good prices are blessings we 
have not known; being not only obliged to labor at reduced prices, but to take in pay- 
ment our own depreciated paper; and as for advantages, they have been, withont 4 
single exception, against us. A considerable disadvantage under which we labor, and 
which is inseparal connected with such an institution, of such homogeneous and dis- 
cordant materials, is the tutoring of nearly all the convicts in the various branches of 
business, which requires time and expense before they are able to execute a job alone, 
to say nothing of the destruction of materials and_ tools consequent upon the introduc- 
tion of raw hands to mechanical employment. Of the 42 convicts now confined in the 
penitentiary, but 6 of them were men having a knowledge of mechanical labor previ- 
ous to their coming here. As this seems a proper place, I will merely remark that I 
have taken pains to discover and foster the inclinations of the convicts who have shown  
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a desire to learn trades, so that, at the present time, of the whole number of convicts, 
(42,) there are now engaged in the various branches 26. But their progress must for 
atime be slow; making but a trifle more than their expenses when they have mate- 
rials. The want of a fund to purchase materials, tools, etc., for the use of the institution, 
is the most considerable drawback on ov: progress, having obliged us more than once 
to close certain shops, and confine the men to their cells for weeks together. As it 
never was an easy matter to collect, with facility, the debts due us, we have been com- 
pelled to lay on our oars until this was effected, when more materials would be pur- 
chased, Bat such a way of doing business is attended with many inconveniences, and 
almost invariably with considerable sacrifice, being left at the mercy of the merchant 
who, in consequence of the depreciated state of our paper, and other causes, sets an 
exorbitant price upon his govds. In the one article of shoes, we can manutacture from 
1,500 to 2,000 pair annually, besides repairing, supposing that we have a sufficient 
stock of leather to keep the hands steadily employed. Without a fund to lay in stock, 
we are compelled to purchase in small quantities, at second and third hands, and at 
heavy prices, which in a great measure reduces our profits; and snch is the competi- 
tion in trade, that shoes can be imported and sold here cheaper than we can make 
them, with sale profits, if obliged to purchase our materials here. In manufacturing 
articles of iron, we are able, with a stock of materials, to make a clear profit of $1,000 
annually. With a fand to import our iron, we are enabled to make choice in the qual- 
ity of the article, and purchasing it at first hands, at wholesale, we obtain it for almost 
one half what we have heretofore been compelled to give. A fund is also necessary to 
enable us to import our working tools, af which there are so many required to supply 
the varions branches at wholesale, instead of purchasing them, as has been the case, in 
smell quantities, and at exorbiteut prices, in Little Rock. The clothing of the prison- 
ers, which, at Little Rock prices, has heretofore cost about $-— annually, might be 
imported from the east for one-half that sum. T have maintained, with the assistance 
of the under keepers, a rigid economy in all the departments of the prison, with the 
view of making the establishment a se!f-snpporting one, but without succeeding in m 
abject. Being unfurnished with the capital, so indispensably necessary to insure a 
orofitable business, I am, besides, compelled to struggle against many other evils which 
t is needless to enumerate kere, and which the absence of that capital begets. I would, 
herefore, respectfully beg of your honorable body a careful consideration of this sub- 
‘ect of my report, hopiug that its merits will show you the expediency of an appropri- 
ation of $2,000 or $3,000, in par finds, for the express purpose of purchasing materials, 
tools, etc., for the use of the penitentiary. Such an appropriation is necessary to pre- 
serve the character and importance of the institution; it is necessary to enable the in- 
stitution to support itself; it is necessary, because it will remove from the shoulders of 

e people a tax which has heretofore been drawn from them for its support. 
J took occasion, in my last report, to call the attention of the Legislature to the ex 

pediency of making farther improvements, viz: The building of a hospital and wall, 
and a conduit, which have been rendered necessary in consequence of a deviation from 
the original plan of building the prison. The want of a hospital for the reception of the 
sick convicts has been severely felt. And a conduit, or series of cast-iron pipes, leading 
from each cell to a sink outside, such as is common to all other penitentiaries, is a 
measure that would contribute largely to the health of the prisoners. The propriety 
of erecting a wall to inclose the penitentiary is apparent, and is becoming every da’ 
more and more indispensable. The number of convicts is fast increasing, and for lac! 
of this measure of security they must be confined to their cells, a dead expense to the 
State. Besides, it is a risk of health to withdraw needful exercise, as solitary confine- 
ment must eventually destroy the health of the convict ; and, as tu the security of the 
prisoners without a wall, it is sufficient to remark that, under existing circumstances, 
a combined attempt of the convicts to leave the prison could not be prevented. 

JAS. McVICAR, Agent. 

1845.—Inspectors’ Report. 

The Board of Inspectors of the Arkansas Penitentiary for the year 1846, respectfally 
report, that the following statement exhibits the monetary affairs of the penitentiary 
up to the 2nd instant :— 

Dr.—During the agency of Mr. MeVicar, the penitentiary is in debt $1,979 79; in 
H. Haralson’s time, 557 95; since the burning of the same, to Agent, Clerk, and guards, 
776 57; to George & Brothers. 56 37; Mr. Sweet, 24 45; Thomas Parsel, for feeding   
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risoners and guards, 1,642 60; George Warring & Co. ; H 
Rline, 15; Dr. Tappe for do., 10: total, $5,070 78, Cox 9 25; H. Haberman for med. 'r.—During the agency of Mr. McVicar, there is a credit of: $1,070 24; during that of H. Haralson, 188 86; ‘since the burning of the peni ii ‘ + § 
since the fire, 202 45: total, 1,664 02. ° Pepentary, 202 47; property cold 

Leaving a balance due by the penitentiary of $3,406 76. 
ie appropriation of $5,500 at the last session of the General Assembly was princi- pally absorbed in payment of arrearages; the balance waa paid out within the last four or five months for salaries of officers, thereby throwing the operation of the institution upon its own liimts, resources, and credit, to purchase materials. The Agent, under the directiop of the board, introduced the manufacture and use of MBride’s "Sprin, Machines. Several were also made and used by the convicts with success. 3 Tome were also made and used. The product of each loom was from 18 to 20 yards of cloth per day. From the limited experiments made, no doubt was entertained by the board that that branch of business could be profitably carried on by the convicts; but the want of meaus prevented a fair experiment. , In addition to the other drawbacks on the operations of the institution, a systematic combination of the mechanics of the city and vicinity of Little Rock against the insti- tution has been felt by the board. It/is not the province or desire of the board to impeach the motives by which the institution was thus placed; it was a fatal state at its very existence. Without means to procure machinery and materials for manufac- turing “even hemp,” which seems to have been the only admissible species of labor, 

J ive to its resources such direction as would yield an 
It is not within the knowledge of the board what the actual 

profit or loss on any branch of business has been. The inconvenient and unfurnished condition of the prison and shops, together with other causes, prevented a full experi- 
ment in any one branch, except that of blacksmithing. This branch of business was carried on successfully and with profit to the institution. It may not be inappropriate 
at this time to say a word respecting the treatment of the convicts, This is the more necessary from a late legal investigation, in which this subject was adduced in testi- mony before the honorable Circuit Court of Palaski county. However desirable to philanthropy it may be that men under sentence of law be exempted from corporal 
punishment, experiet:ce has clearly shown that no such exemption can be introduced. 
Men of desperate temperaments must be punished in some way, so as to cause fear to 
operate in default of a better feeling. The food provided for the convicts has ever been such as the resources of the institution would justify. It is admitted that too much of salted provisions has been used. This, together with the damp and confined situation in which the convicts were placed, has had a tendency to produce scorbutic diseases. In one or two instances the Agent was compelled to keep for a time des- perate men in close confinement; and in one instance this mode of punishment was continued for a considerable time, but the safety of the institution depended on it. This is more than evident from the fact that the same person no sooner obtained a little liberty than he instigated the revolt which Jed to the destruction of the buildin, and public property. 

8 On the 5th day of August last, during the tem absence of th 
revolt occurred upon the first move. The two guards inade the prison were: fatmed without making any resistance. One of them was thrown from the second floor to the ground floor. One or two of the convicts inside the building tendered their aid in resisting the rioters; but the guards declined the contest, giving all up to the will of 
the desperate mob. 

This want of firmness on the part of the guards, subjected the well-disposed to great peril from the enraged men who had now full control of the inside of the prison. 
The outside door leading into the yard, where some eight or ten of the most reliable 
convicts were employed, was open; but before the rebels could gain it, it was closed, 
and the under-keeper had it, through the aid of the convicts in the yard, guarded 
against the attempts of those inside. When foiled in their attempt on the main door, 
as well as on the wall near the fireplace in the cook-room, they set fire to the building in one of the upper cella, as well as below in one of the workshops, which in a few 
minutes spread through the entire building. Those inside were in imminent dan; 
of being suffocated before a sufficient number of citizens arrived from town to render 
it safe to open the door. 

ie two guards, with the well-disposed convicts, were compelled to remain in the 
upper part of the building to save their lives, until the flames forced them to make an attempt to force their way to the door, which they succeeded in doing at the peril of 

58  
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their lives. The door waa opened for their escape from fire, and the weapons of their 

assaulters. At this momenta convict named Morgan, one of the ringleaders of the mob, 

forced his way out, armed with a pistol and a bowie knife, cutting at all in the way of 

his eseape. He was shot dead by one of the convicts who had been armed to defend. 

When assistance arrived from town it was tvo late to save anything inside 

the building. 
. 

The stock on hand, with the tools, bedding, clothing, and, in a word, everything 

pertaining to the institution, was consumed in a short time. The convicts were taken 

to the county jail, where they were confined, and have remained until the present 

time, except when at work. The board was much perplexed with the deplorable 

condition of the convicts, who were destitute of every article of clothing and bedding, 

except what they had on when the affair took place, crowded into a small space during 

the hottest weather ever experienced in our latitude. Their sufferings were such as 

to draw largely on our sympathies. A contract was entered into with the keeper of 

the county prison for the safe-keeping and feeding the convicts. The expense of 

feeding them has been borne by the jailer, relying upon an early appropriation by the 

Legislature to re-imburse him for the expenditure. The resignation of the Agent at 

this critical period (which was caused from ill health) threw ihe entire care then on 

the board. After much deliberation it was resolved by the board to have the convicts 

employed in making brick. This business was fixed on as one that wonld be the least 

expensive, and least liable to afford the ground for writ of habeas corpus by the friends 

of any of the convicts. . . 

Accordingly, on the 12th of August, a contract was signed in duplicate between the 

Board of Inspectors and John Robins. The weather proved unfavorable for a time, 

which retarded the operations. Several men also fell sick, 
They have moulded and dried one oundred and sixty thousand 

bricks, which are now ready for burning. Several of the convicts have been kept at 

work in the blacksmith shop doing a small jobbing business. This, with the sale of 

such manufactured ware as was not destroyed, has afforded a smal! amount of cash for 

pressing demands growing out of the condition of the convicts, and pressing necessities 

of the institution. The entire amount of property saved from the institution was 

$1,680 78. 
This consisted of unsaleable and unfinished articles, which, when put into market, did 

not produce their nominal valuation. 
The annexed statement will show the number of commitments, deaths, pardons, and 

escapes, since the meeting of the Legislature of 1844 :— 
Number of commitments, 30; deaths, 3; pardons, 8; escapes, 2: whole number at 

this time, 48. 
It may net be deemed by your honorable body officious, on the part of the 

Board of Inspectors, to lay before you their views respecting the moral influence 

of the institution upon the whele community. It is an admitted fact that crime is on 

the increase. Whether this is to be attributed to the increased facilities for the 

perpetration of crime, or the insufficient remedy for the punishment and prevention of 
crime, has not been satisfactorily determined. “This much may be relied on as certain, 
that the penitentiary system is not effectual, either as a preventive or restorative, as a 
means of reproving the lawless and disorderly. Your board have not perceived any 
of its beneficial. effects. Indeed, as far as our personal knowledge has extended, our 
State prison has been a complete failure as a reformatory system. It must be admitted, 
however, that the imperfect condition of the whole establishment has operated as a 
powerful drawback on the moral reformation of convicts. So long as men have a ray 
of hope left for escape from confinement, they are not much inclined to listen to moral 

lessons. 
During the interim since the last general assembly, but little has been attempted by 

way of teaching. 
in the month of June last, the female philanthropist, Miss Dix, visited the peniten- 

tiary, and subsequently forwarded a small but well-selected library, consisting of Bibles 
and books of prayer, with other religious and scientific works. Fortunately this 
donation escaped the general destruction that befell the other property of the institution. 

On the subject of rebuilding, your board has been very much ata loss to form an 

opinion. The present state of society seems to demand this mode of punishing crime. 

Jt is exceedingly doubtful whether a resort to the whip and balter, as was formerly 
e case fur theft and arson, etc., would not be an equivalent to exemption from 

punishment altogether. Such is the repugnance in the public mind to barbarous 
punishment, that strenuous efforts are now ing, both in Europe and America, to   
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dispense with capital punishment in all cases. This strange innovation proceeds from 
a morbid and misguided sympathy. The present financial condition of the State 
precludes the idea of drawing on the ordinary resources of the State either to repair 

or rebuild. In the event your honorable body should determine to rebuild, it can be 
lone to a very considerable extent by convict labor. It i ini c 

that rebuilding is preferable to repairing. Y eee The reason for this opinion i “yes . ig pinion is, that the 
present building is not suited to that kind of labor that must become the entire 

usiness of convicts, viz.: manufacturing cotton and hem ans P. 
of which is respectfully submitted. 

RE. 5 DON, 
JON. ADAMSON, Inspectors 
W. W. STEVENSCN, 

iA PENITENTIARY FOR. 1845. 
FROM THE VIRGINIA REPORT FOR 1847. 

Baton Rouge.—This prison is leased to Messrs. M‘Hatton & Pratt, fo: 
from the Ist October, 1844, The State advanced $15,000 (to be refunded ae Tiere 
est}, to put up new and improved machinery for the manufacture of cotton and woolen 
goods, bagging, rope, etc. They have a steam engine of 90 horse power, and an ample 
guantity of the best labor-saving machinery in full operation, by which they are ena. 
bled to earn double as much per hand as is usual in prisons. Great complaint is made 
in the report against the courts, for imprisoning persons in the common jails, and thereb: 
depriving the lessees of labor to which they are entitled under the contract, and the 
attention of the Legislature was called to the subject. The details of the report are 
very imperfect. Whites, slaves, and free negroes are imprisoned, without distinguish- 
ing the number of each class. Thirteen of the slaves transported from this prison a few 

years ago by Williams, are reported among the prisoners, having been forfeited and 
en from Me. W. e population in 1840, consi f whi ; BeS0O tae LOR Ae, pep mL , consisted of whites 158,457; free blacks, 

_ The average number of prisoners for the year was 194; the whole amount of earn- 
ings above the cust of raw materials for the year, was $47,194 64; the average amount 
earned by each prisoner in the year, was $243 27; the number of prisoners received 

im jhe year was 553 the white and free colored population of the State, in 1840, was 
; ; the number of persons to e: ie i i i 226.000 5 the pam soe ach convict received in the year, according to the 

All persons, free and bond, are included in the above. 

MEXICO. 
eee 

The following extract from Brantz Mayer’s “ Mexico as it was and as it is,” may be 
interesting in this connection:— 

_ Imprisonment in Mexico for 1842.—During the first six months of 1842, there were 
imprisoned in the city of Mexico, 3,197 men, 1,427 women; during the second six 

months, 2,858 men, 1,379 women: total of both sexes, 8,861. 
Prostitution, adultery, bigamy, sodomy, incest, 312 men, 179 women; robbery, 1,500 

men, 470 women; quarrelling and wounding, 2,129 men, 1,104 women; quarrelling, 
earing arms, etc., 612 men, 444 women; homicide, attempt at do., and robbery and 

homicide, 70 men, 17 women; rape and incontinence, 65 men, 21 women; forgery, 
7 men woman; gambling, 3 men: which, added together, give the frightful amount 

The sum of $4,121 is expended in salaries of officers for this institution, and $30,232 
for the support of prisoners. 

It appears from the above statement, that while the cost of government in our pria- 

ons is about equal to the cost of support, in Mexico it is only one-seventh of that amount.  
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COMMITTEE ON PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

, > “ye Dp sn 
COMPARISON OF EF RISON SPATIS Tics. . 

From the foregoing Synopsis we have been evabled to construct the aunexed table, 

by a reference to which many interesting facts will be developed. ‘The five firet col- 

umnes of our table are devoted to criminal ages; from these it will be perceived that 

the third decennial period of life is that which is most prolific in crime—the propor- 

tion of offence, at this period, averaging, for all the prisons, about one in 2.3; the pre 

portion of population at that period being, to the whole population over 15 years, as 

one in 3.3, or .3663 in every hundred; while the fourth decennial period is 4.3, the pro- 

portion to population being 4.6, or .2564 in every hundred; that of the second 7.4, 

the proportion to population being 5.3, or .1834 in every one hundred; and that of 

the filth 11.3, the proportion to population being 12.7, or .1606: or, to make this more 

apparent, the crimes of the sccond decennial period, compared ta the population of that 

period, ave as one ia 663; of the third, a3 one in 371; of the fourth, as one in 446; of 

the fifth, as one in 714; and for the remaining periods of life, only one in 1,168. It 

is much to be regretted that onr census does not give us the population of the United 

States between the ages of 20 and 25, and 25 and 30, so that we might compare the 

fourth, fifth, and sixth quinquennial periods of life with each other. Some interesting 

facts have been developed by a comparison of these different ages in England, and a 

general law discovered which seems to govern this matter. Thus, from the age of 20, 

in the male sex, crime, in each successive term of life given in this table, decreases at 

the rate of 333 per cent., and in the female, at 25 per cent.; so that if two tables are 

formed, in one of which the number resulting from such a law are given, and in the 

other the actual number of criminals, the one table, particularly in reference to the 

female sex, would be tuund almost identical with the other. 

Actual Results. Actual Results. | 

    1,459 

  
  It would be execedingly interesting to discover how far this law is corroborated and 

established in this country; but we shall not possess the means for such an investi- 
gation until the census both of the States and of the crimes are reported in relation to 

this subject. 

By recurring to the statements of the several prisons, it will be found that the pro- 
clivity to crime, in the several States, at the third decennial period, is strikingly similar 

in each. The statistics of crime in England and Wales, for 1842-43 and 44, show a 

striking resemblance, in this particular, as the result for the three years gives us for an 

average, at that period, one in 2.5. For the fourth decennial period there appears to 

be a considerable difference, the proportion for our prisons being one in 4.3, and for 

England and Wales 6.1. Comparing the second decennial periods, however, there isa 

marked and striking difference in favor of this country, the proclivity to crimo being, 

in America, 7.4, and in England 4.3, or nearly double.” 

* It should be bere noticed, that the returns for England are believed to embrace many crimes which 
‘With us are ponished in our county jails.  
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A farther examination of this table will show, that larcenies—under which head we 

have included all kinds of thefts except those connected with burg! pres 00 ee 

more than one-fourth of the whole number of oifences—one a or \ that 

larcany and burglary embrace nearly one-half, being as one in 2 ot ee wine 

In looking over the column of larcenies, our attention 18 ste 

mine ber of convietions for larceny in the several States, 

striking inequality in the num 
" > ! te 

it being in “Maine one in 1.6, while the general average 18 3.3. The Connecticut 

. 
i y a similar variation 

State prison on the contrary. shows a proporuion of only Lto 4.2. A ee 

’ i i erage for the whule mumber but a very 
ists i s making the average for thev 

exists in regard to other prisons g r t fe wenubies bat ave 

i fact i lation to any particular prison. As. aver, m 
gafe guide to the fact in re n) icula AN ever, in 501 

States crimes are reported as simple larcenies, which in others are stated as burglaries 

° 
i se] ati - ae 

it may be proper to unite these crimes, and then examine the relation they beat ve e 

hole number of crimes. This being accomplished, we shall perceive that the differ- 

w - g 
. «iw diminished. 

ence is materially diminis| ; a ee . 

The column of average receipts, daily. for each individual, shows a very remar kable 

© . : . aevine. aed =. from 

difference in the productiveness of labor in the different prisons, varying. as It Coe i 2 

isi 5 yi i Pe:itentiary. This 
i s to 14.05 cents per day in the Eastern " 

66 cents per day, in Louisiana. ¢ af aoe the 

i i inly to be attributed to the difference of sy 
difference is, perhaps. mainly 

t stem berween Me 

i ' erage of all the prisous is 23.1o. e: 

Pennsylvania and other prisons. The Fn rae ee daland ee ee any. Sing 

i Yew shire, Ohio, Rhode Is! : 3 vs 
low this average are New Hamps . .B le Islan’ tentian é 

istri yirg: ennessee, Vermont, 
i > i iary strict of Columbia, Virginia, Auburn, D 

Sing, Eastern Penitenuary, Dis : eae te se iH 

i i setts, Mississippi, ane 
\ + é ve it, Maine, Connecticut, sassac 7 

and New Jersey; and above it, : PDs ane 

Louisiana. In connection with this column we have prepared a table, m : 

showing the yearly receipts from each particular employment, for each individual, in 

all the prisons for which these facts were reported, It is very desirable that all our 

i f reporting such facts. 
isons should adopt the plan o g acts. : oo, ; 

” The column of average daily expense, for each individual, is less finctuating 12 ite gen 
e gi v netu ° 

i ai y, it does not vary from such ex 
; 3 it may be said, more truly, i ! b 

eral character; or perhaps 1 - i vary a 4 ° 

revi r he daily cost of sup: 
i Jumn. Here, however, we discover Ly : 

tremes as the preceding co! E we é ; sup- 

port although averaging 15.2, varies from 7.6, in Connecticut, to 37 cents in Ken 

> 8 
ky. 

; 

The column devoted to the average expense for government, we should naturally 

i Z iformity throughout. e only 
garemarkable degree of uni y g h 

OmPEE to eevee we ti i the increased expense for gov- 
Hf i ight expect. would arise from the i 8 

material difference we mig : ee ee et on. 

i ‘i This, however, does not seem e . 

ernment in the smaller prisons. 1 his r eee ee eee gon 

i ‘ shi d Michigan are among the number 06 
necticut, New Hampshire, and 3 g a } ' wh 

ermment has cost least, and Massachusetts and Mame among those whose governmer 

has cost most. 
; ; 

The columns of earnings, expense. and government, show the reason of the Peo, 

i i ther prisons. e here fin 

i ticut, Ohio, and some of the o b 

ary oe tne cor 
1 han in other prisons, the 

i 3 +t and government was less . 

that. while the expense for suppor’ g nther priso , 

ipts for labor iwere increased. The great reason, however, that has sav “4 Connec 

recetpt 
: , . 

tisat some seven thousand dollars annually, for the last 12 years, from the labor of er 

and enabled her to build county jails from these earnings, 1s the economy wi 
convicts, extra income they receive 

which they are supported and governed, rather than any 

we Pe oe arth this subject. we have prepared an additional table (C), showing 

y i -eral prisons from various occupations. 
tee ear ee eee, The general average of all the prisons reported unc 

this head is 4 years 10 months and 23 days; bat she ae eee reported, mee ‘ 

sree ut and Tdayn Peon og the. fret, then, as the general average, we are   
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surprised by looking at the average length of sentences, to see the remarkable differ- 
ence, in this regard, in the different States. This difference undoubtedly arises, in 

some of the States, from the extension of imprisonment to a more numerous class of 

crimes; but may we not hope that in others it is owing to a more liberal and benign 

sentiment pervading the commnnity. It is a question worthy of grave consideration, 

whether first offences (against property, at least), ought ever to be visited by very pro- 

tracted periods of punishment—whether, in these cases, the law would not be suffi 

ciently vindicated, and the true end of punishment more certainly attained, by short 

than by long sentences. In examining this table we observe that the periods of 

punishment range from 6 months to 42 years, That while, in most of the prisone, 

punishment, other than for life, does not extend beyond the period of 20 years, in 

Maryland and Virginia it rises to 40 years. By casting the eve over the column of im- 

prisouments for life, we are forcibly impressed with the disproportionate inflictions of 

this prnishmeat in diferent States. In Pennsylvania and Kentucky there is not a single 

life imprisonment; while in this State, in two out of Uiree of our prisons, there are 

twenty-one cases: nor will this number, amounting, as it does, to but a fraction over 

one iu a hundred, b+ considered large, when we take into consideration the whole 

number of prisoners and compare it with the nainbers and imprisonments in other States. 

to every hundred. and Connecticut the astonishing number of 

It would be excecdngly interesting to investigate the cause of this 

remarkable difference had we either the time or the material necessary for such an ex- 

amination, Several may be suggested. A greater number of offences may be punisha- 

ble with imprisonment in this than in other States—crimes thus punishable may be more 

frequently committed there—the pardoning power less frequently exercised in such cases 

than elsewhere—or a greater number of capital sentences commuted than in other 

States. Which of these is the true cause we have not, at present, the means of deter- 

mining; but with attention once directed to this point, we shall not, we are confident, 

be long left without some satisfactory explanation. 

Thos Virginia count 

one to every nine. 

Under the general head of Counties we have attempted to group the several counties 

into four classes—the agricultural; agricultural and commercial; agricultural and mana- 

facturing, and commercial and manufacturing. In making this distinction we have 

adopted the following rule, viz :— Any otherwise agricultural county, that has capital 

engaged in manufacture, amounting to $10 per head for every inbabitant, we have de- 

signated as agricultural and manufacturing ; every county with the same sum engaged 

in commerce, agricultural and commercial; and if it has $10 per head engaged in 
commerce, and the same in manufactures, we have designated them as commercial 

and manufacturing ; all others we have classed as agricultural. In preparing this 

table we have used the popnlation of 1840, without any attempt to correct it for the 

present time. This table presents an interesting view of the influence of particular habits 

and employments of life on society. To render this matter more obvious, we have 

prepared a second table, (B,) entitled the Ratio of Crime in the several Counties, which 

is annexed, and to which we would refer as presenting a more satisfactory view of this 

subject than can be obtained from the large table. 

The column of recommitments presents some very singular and astonishing results. 

We find that while the Eastern Penitentiary, situated in the midst of a highly manu- 

facturing and commercial population, has 1 recommitment to every 13 prisoners, Ver- 

mont, a highly agricultural country, has more than 1 in every 2, New Hampshire 1 

in 4, and Auburn 1 in 6. We regret that we have not the recommitments for a series 

of years, so that we might discover if this fact is constant, or merely accidental. The 

number of times which individuals have been recommitted is presented in the annexed 

table, marked A, together with the receipts per year, and the average of recommit- 

ments to receipts.  
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A.— Table showing the Receipis and Recommitments in the following Prisons, 
for the following Years. 

      
      

  

    

        

  

' 1 ! 

Total | Average Recommitments. | = 32 ‘Recom- 

Prison, Years. Nunber | Number To} 38 1 62 | are to 
. received. received | ist | ad | 3d | 4th ES | 2 5 | Receipts 

yearly, }time.! time. time.) time.| a | <2 las one in| 
| : 1 

E. Penitentiary) 1842 to 1843 | 579 | W540 i “3 | bxa3 | Lt | 13.46 
Massachusetts | 1913 to 1846 \ 376 i 125 | 46 | 16 i 2 66 | R21 5.7! 

Vermont- - 144 300; «#30 9 40% | 16 | oe | 187 
Auburn - - 1844 & 1345 437 1 | 50 16 | 2 3 | 7 36 i) 6.43 i. 

N. Hampshiro 1846 30 | 6) 4 | 7h OF | 431           
  

* Numbers as given on page 9 of the Seventeenta Annunl Report of the Eastern Penitentiary, and 
may relate to the number of the convictions to this prison only. 

    

  

       

    

(Crime to Population, in the following groups B. —Table showing the Ratio of Cru . 
of Counties in the several Stités.* 

      
  1 i     ; j 

Verm, | N.H. | Mass. Conn. | N.Y. N. J,     
  

         

  

' Maine. 

| 

Agricultural, as one in. i 11,489 | 44i3 4,540 | 14,406 . 2,941 4,248 
Agricultural and “Manufacturing, 
.. asonein. 27,017 3,669 3,589 3,358 1,726 3,036 1,953 

“Agricultural and Commercial, as é 
5,580 36,506 5,276     

as one in 2,023 | 4,778 | 1,019! 3,161 

“5 
Manufacturing and Commercial, 3 

General ver: age for each State, if 
as one in . 8,362 4,293 3,845 2,916 1,735 1,568 2,235 

      
Table continued. 

      

   

  

  

      Maryl. | Mich. | Ohio. | Tenn. [ Miss. jGen. Av.       
         

       4,946 2,390       H,243 

  

15,498 

4,588 3,184 | $4,983 3,054 4,439 2,293 5,144 

Agricultural, ag one in $4381 5,410§ 
Agricultural and Manufacturing, 

     

  

     
     Agricultural and Gommercial, as 

     
    

  

mein. : . . . 442,182 |} 11,492 4,215 | 12,542 
Manufacturing and Commercial, 

as one in 671 463 1,197        
      
    

   

    General Average for each state, 
ag one in. . - 5,290 1,635, 1,778 3,252 4,387 3,156 2436 

    

            
  

   * Thia Table is prepared from the Reports of the several State Prisons, compared with the Census 
of 1840, one convict being sent from each class of counties for the number of inhabitants stated in 
each colum: 

t Shows the proportion only for those received the past year. 
Includes the slave population. who ure not gencrally subjects of imprisonment. 
A comparison of the proportions given in this column with the Table on page 114 of our Second 

Report, wil! present an interesting view of the progress of crime in some of these States tor the past 
year. 

  

    
      
    
     
  

      

   
By the above Table it will be seen that the States most prolific in crime, according 

to their population, are Connecticut, Maryland, and New York; while Maine and 

Pennsylvania are the least so. By reference to the large Table, showing the compa- 
rative length of sentences in these States, it will be seen that those States which inflict 

the longest sentences are not among those which show the smallest ratio of crime. 

For example, the average length of sentences in Connecticut is near seven years, and 
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Massachusetts 71 22 2 2 13 6 6 7 8 9 4 1 2 1[ 3 ‘ 
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the number of convicts in the State Prison is to the population as one to 1735. In 

Pennsylvania, the average length of sentences is less than three years, and the number 

of convicts compared with her population is as one to 5,290. 

C.— Table showing the Average Yearly Earnings for each individual working 
at a trade, in the following Slate Prisons. 
  

{ 

| MMise., 
Trades, 1844, 1845. 

1846. 

} ' 

! at 
N, Jersey, Ny Hamp., ee a, Vermont, 

1840, 1846, 1845, 1844, 1845. 
  
  

Cotton-weavers . $72 28 
Carpet-weavers . - | $95 
Tailors . 
Cutlers . 
Harness-makers . 
Shoemakers . : : £ 2 $161 66 | $81 37 
Cabinet-makers . ‘ 
Machinists 
Tool-makers 
Coopers 
Wheelwrights and. carps. 
Blacksmiths 
Brick-yard 
Chair-makers 

Hatters . . . 
Quarry . 172 51 
Carria ge-makers : .                 
    

* Spinning and carding wool included. + Harness-makers included. 

 



  

VISITATION AND INSPECTION 

oF 

COUNTY PRISONS. 

Tue examinations of our county prisons, although not so extended as we contem- 

plated, has resulted in a mass of information, both interesting and instructive ; and while 

we refer to the reports themselves fora complete history of this matter, we may be in- 

dulged in directing attention to particular facts, and in suggesting such changes in our 

tt system as seem to us important. 

Peo the most superficial observer it must be apparent, that, for any other purpose than 

security, a great majority of our prisons are totally deficient. In trath, in almost all of 

them, safety is the acknowledged and sole aim of their construction. | An attempt at 

anything better will be an abortive effort, under the present organization. No one at 

all conversant with prison discipline, or accustomed to reflect upon the action of our 

present system, can fail to perceive, that while the great object of imprisonment—re- 

formation—is entirely lost sight of, opportunities for mutual corruption are multiplied 

and fostered; and the honest unfortunate, who, in a thoughtless moment, may have com- 

mitted some disorderly act, or the merely suspected, may be here subjected to the con- 

waminating influences of evil associations, and which, added to the odium almost always 

ittaching to imprisonment, is in many cases sufficient to morally debase, degrade, and 

sorrupt him. Thisis often the casei and we have met numerous instances of individ- 

uals, both in our State and city penitentiaries, who attribute their first step in crime to 

associations formed while incarcerated for some trifling misdemeanor, a5 2 witness, or 

on mere suspicion of crime. , ; 

So injurious in its consequences is the present system of imprisonment, that with 

many doubtless good men it is a question, whether the interests of society would not 

be equally subserved by its entire abandonment, as by its continuance under its present 

organization. And really, when we examine the books of our city prison, and find that 

alarge portion of all those that are sent there are committed for crimes varying in 

amount from one shilling up to fifty cents, and that many of these are children of tender 

years, there does seem to be some reason for the inquiry.* . ; 

Born and educated under a certain system, it becomes interwoven with our habits; 

and, like the slumbering serfs of a monarchy, we go on, from year to year, countenanc- 

ing and upholding abuses, without even knowing that such abuses exist; and not unfre- 
quently believing that, in our very imperfections, we present a perfect model for imita- 

tion. It is only when attention is directed to the subject by some flagrant act, that we 
begin to question our previous convictions; and even then the result of former habits 

has such a powerful influence, that it is often a long time before we can realize our true 
‘ position. (This, we fear, is too much the case in regard to our county prisons; aud in- 

\ stead of making them what they should be—schools of reform, to nip the opening buds 

sof vice—they become hot-beds to force them onward to vigorous maturity. 

* The Agent of the Detention Committee reports a case of a boy, twelve years old, committed, and 

detained in prison one week, for stealing a watermelon, valued at four cents, And within a few days 
there hes been a boy impriconed in the Brooklyn jail for stealing two eggs. Instances of this kind are 
frequently occurring. °   

COUNTY PRISONS. 

If we may ever hope to reform criminals, it certainly must be at that period when, with 

trembling footsteps, they first enter the paths of transgression. Then it is that advice, 

reproof, admonition, and reflection may produce their intended results. ‘Then, and for 
such, it is that our prisons should have a perfect organization. The general principlea 

of such an organization may be easily pointed out, but in the details and management 

there are greater difficulties. One thing appears to us evident—~that our county prisons | 

never can be what society demands, until they afford opportunities for reflection, instruc- 

tion, the inculcation of religious principles, and the formation of habits of industry. The* 

Y 

small number of convicts, however, in most of our county jaila, precludes the possibility os 
of introducing, successfully, into these prisons any of those necessary requisitions. It 

has therefore suggested itself to us, whether the laws in relation to county prisons might ~. 

not be so modified as to divide the State into several penal districts, according to its 

population, in a central position in each of which a prisun should be erected, after the 

most approved plan, in which labor, instruction, and all the appliances for health and 

reformation should be introduced. This, we believe, might be effected without (when 

the labor of the convict ‘is taken into consideration) any conside:able increase of ex- ~~ 

pense ; and even should the expense be increased, reformation is of too much import- 

ance to be sacrificed to a paltry consideration of dollars and cents. 

With such an organization the present prisons, when they are fit, might become mere 

houses of detention, and so arranged as, while they provide for the accommodation of 

witnesses, those committed for want of bail, and on accusations of misdemeanors, they 
should afford perfect separation for each and all those committed on the suspicion of 
crime. Should such an organization be attempted, we would invite attention to the fol- 

’ lowing description of a plan for a prison in Berks county, Pa., which appears to us to 

combine, in a greater degree than any other yet proposed, all the modern improvements 

in prison architecture. Although this prison is planned expressly for separate confine- 
ment, we believe it equally suited for the associate system. Indeed, it may be a question 

of no trifling importance for us to solve, whether the separate system, for short periods 
of imprieonment, at least, ought not to be generally adopted; and we think a new or- 

ganization of our county prisons would present a proper opportunity to test its utility. 

The following description, extracted from the Pennsylvania Journal of Prison Dis- 

cipline, to which is annexed lithographs of the ground plan, and the two sections, will 

enable us to understand the peculiar features of this improvement :— 

Not only is a general inspection secured, but the exercising yards for prisoners who 
occupy the second story, are arranged at a convenient distance, and under easy super- 
vision. The mode of heating and ventilating is more economical, more under control, 
more effective, more uniform, than any now in use in American prisons; it may be 
employed, with equal utility, both in winter and summer; and it affords a securi 
against the deleterious gas which renders unhealthy so many public buildings in whic! 
stoves and hot-air stoves are used. The prevention of communication between pris- 
oners, which is necessary to a sound discipline, and for which the architectural pre- 
cautions have been hitherto incomplete, will be aided by the permanent stoppage of 
windows, and by the mechanical means to be introduced into the flues, etc., where re- 
quired. Care will be taken to provide for lighting the whole building with gas, which 
it is believed the citizens of Reading will soon manufacture for the use of their town. 
Should the increasing population of the county require more than forty cells, the ne- 
cessary enlargement of the prison can, on the present plan, be easily made, at a small 
expense, and without interfering with the general design. 

As respects the bath, which of course will be under the control of the keeper alone, 
experience must decide its value, as compared with the mode resorted to at C 
Hill and other prisons, in which the convicts are taken, one by one, to a bathing apart- 
ment distinct from the cells.* The necessity of some provision for personal cleanliness, 
among such persons as are committed to our jails, and who are subjected to a protracted 
confinement, will scarcely be disputed by the least informed. The gong for summon- 

and the mode of heating and ventilating the cella, will prevent any injurious dam] 

60 

* As these baths will be used only once a week, it is thought by the architect that the easy drainage 
mesa- : 

* 
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ing the officers may serve to dissipate apprehensions, if any exist, in relation to the sup- 
posed risk to prisoners who may become suddenly ill. 

The building is to be elevated on a terrace 10 feet high. The front is to be con- 
structed of dressed sandstone, 170 feet in length, from the extremes uf the corner tow- i 
ers. The central circular tower is to be 96 feet high to the top of the stone battlements. : VEGETABL il ] ; 
This, as will be seen, is not ouly ornameuta}, hat serves the uses of a foul air shaft. i - i j . BARDEN 
Depth, from the front of the octagon towers to the outside of the external wall, 300 
feet.* 

PAVEMENT 

The basement is five feet below the soil; and contains fael and provision vaults, which 
are under the front or entrance building: also a bake-house, flour-room, bread-room, 
and chamber for the baker (who is usnally a prisoner), which are under the kitchen. 
Immediately opposite, and under the laundry, are a wardrobe aud a reom for drying 
clothes in damp weather; the hot air for which is to be obtained by opening doors into 
the adjoining air-chamber under the corridor. 

Pawnerpat Story.—The appropriation of the various apartments on this floor may 
be seen in the accompanying ground plan. It will be observed that on each side of 
the entrance building, and in the space back of the yards, at the rear end of the cells. 
there is ground reserved for the particular use of convalesceuts and others whose health 
may require special exercise. Each cell, moreover, has a yard 33 feet long and 8 feet 

wide, in which the prisoners can have separate daily exercise in the open air. These 
yards have an open iron railing at the end, between which and the principal enclosing 
wall is a space of above 20 feet. The occupants of the ground floor will be convicts, 
especially those who have been sentenced to long terms. The yards at the rear end 
are for the inmates of the cells in the upper story (untried, vagrants, etc.), who will be 
brought down the stairway W, behind the fresh air shaft A, and will be inspected by 
an officer looking through the appertures marked in the plan. The cells are to be 15 
feet long, 7 feet 6 inches wide, and 10 feet high in the clear. The doorway of the 
cells is to be over 6 feet in height, and 2 in width; the doors to be formed of one sheet 
of boiler iron 3-16ths of an inch thick, screwed to a substantial plank door, in the out- 
side of which the bolts and lock are Jet in flush, and well secured ; a feed wicket, and 
a peep-hole guarded with wire gauze, will be provided to each, next the corridor, 
where a screen-door, substantially hung, and furnished with a latch accessible to the 
keeper only, will be added. The windows on this floor will be at the smallest part 2 
feet 6 inches long and 6 inches wide, glazed with a single immovable pane, well 
secured, at ihe distance of more than 9 feet from the floor. 

Seconp Story.—The general arrangement of this story corresponds with that of the 
lower one. Over the warden’s parlor, the commissioner's room, and the office, re- 
spectively, is a chamber. Over the kitchen and laundry are turnkeys’ chambers and. 
store-rooms. A gallery is to be carried round the corridor for passage to the cells, to 
which access is to be had by the stairs shown in the plan. The ceiliug of the cells 
follows the inclined plane of the roof, and averages 11 feet in height; skylights are to 
be used for these. 

The baths are to be the same in both stories (see 4 in the cell No. 10 of the plan), 
viz., one piece of cast iron 4 feet long, 18 inches deep, and 16 inches wide, or therea- 
bouts, the top being level with the floor, and covered with a door hung with hinges, 
so that it may be hooked up against the wall. A waste-pipe at the bottom connects 4 
with that from the soil-pan. The hot and cold water pipes are carried from mains, of VEGETAGLE : aaa GARDEN 
which each range has one; thus obviating numerous inconveniences. The cocks regu- 
lating the supply are in the corridor, and are controlled by the officers alone. 

Heatina axd Ventitatine.—-(See the Sections.)—Fresh air is admitted by the 
shaft A (which is capped with a cowl,t) as is shown by the arrows in the longitudinal 
section, fig. 1. At the bottom of the shaft the air enters the chamber C, which extends 
under the whole length of the corrider; there it is warmed by the hot water pipe D, 
from the furnace B. It then rises by a flue, shown by a dotted line, E, into each cell, 
entering by the aperture F, near the top of the cell. This is shown in the transverse 
section, fig. 2 (drawn on a larger scale,) where the arrows representing the course o 
the air are seen entering each cell at F, and passing out at G, at the bottom.t By this 
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arrangement the dust and other injurious matter, which might mix with the air and 
be breathed by the prisoner, is carried downward to the floor, and thus removed with- 
out interfering with healthy respiration. From the aperture G, the foul air rises by 
the flue H to the foul air-chamber under the roof I, where the arrows (see now fig. 1) 
show its course into the foul air shaft K, in the large tower, through which it is dis- 
charged. The draft on which all this movement depends will be assisted by a small 
fire kindled at the bottom of the foul air shaft (at L.) A damper is fitted at M, by 
which the draft can be diminished at pleasure. 

In the summer time the same apparatus will serve to carry cool air from the cham- 
ber below the corridor, and thus prevent excessive heat in the cells and other parts of 
the building. It is by this artificial draft that we are enabled permanently to close 
the windows of the cells, and thus cut off a means of communication amongst the pris- 
oners. Ail experience has shown that it is hazardous to intrust the ventilation and 
heating to the prisoners themselves. Some of them let in a stream of cold air, which, 
playing upon their feet cr their heads, brings on catarrhal affections, rheumatism, and 
dyspepsia; others, particularly among the blacks, are inclined to stop every crevice, 
and thus render the air in the cell impure and hot. By a very simple contrivance, a 
valve will enable the officers to admit into any cell either the air from below, or that 
trom the corridor, as the varying temperature of the atmosphere, or the peculiarities 
of the prisoner’s health or constitution may require. 

To prevent communication by means of the flues and soil-pipes several contrivances 
have been introduced; and fur the better completion of these a set of experiments 

have been projected, which will be disposed of before the building has proceeded so 
far as to require the application of their results. 

The drainage is shown in the section fig. by the large conduit P, under the whole 
building. Into this the water-closets are emptied; mechanical precautions, founded 
upon the experience of existing prisons, being taken to prevent communication during 
the emptying of the soil-pipes. To the main pipe a drain (shown in the ground plan 
by a dotted line) is carried from the water-closets in the corner towers, designed for 
the officers and keeper’s family. 

The arrangement for the gong is the same as that employed at Pentonville; and we 
therefore quote from the report of Major Jebb, the surveyor-general of prisons. “A 
large bell or gong is placed in the centre of each line of cells” [in Berks in the obser- 
vatory.] “A handle attached io a label and crank is placed in every cell, and a sin- 
gle wire, with a proper crank, communicates with the bell. When the handle is 
tarned in the cell the label flies open, a single stroke is sounded on the bell, and a pen- 
dulum im connection with it vibrates. The pendulum informs the officer on duty on 
which side of the centre the prisoner who requires attention is lodged, and the label, 
which remains open, indicates the cell.” 

In the sections, O is fireman’s and fuel vaults; Ris the cooking furnace, by which, 
also, water is heated fur baths, etc. 8, stairway of central tower; T is the observa- 
tory of principal floor; U, terrace; V, gallery around the corridor; X, observatory of 
the second story; Y, skylights; a, the large yard within the enclosing wall (reduced ;) 
Z, exercising yard for the prisoners in second story. 

PENITENTIARY, BLACKWELL’S ISLAND. 
ernment nen mepanett 

The Penitentiary of the city of New York is situated about four miles from the City 

Hall, near the southern extremity of Blackwell’s Island, and consists of a large building 

called the “prison,” with several adjuncts devoted to different purposes. It is an im- 
posing edifice, constructed of unhewn granite, with castellated fronts and embattle- 

ments. It faces east and west, and comprises a main building, used as a house for the 

keepers and assistants, a chapel, a small hospital, and an office; and two wings, of 

about 150 by 30 feet each, in which are the prisoners’ cells. The northern wing is 

occupied by males, and the southern by females. The prison is constructed on the 

Auburn plan, with cells some three feet and a half by eight feet, with half-grated iron 

doors, stone floors, and and a hole four inches square in the back part of each cell asa  
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veutilating flue, which is of so little use for the purposes for which it was designed, 

that even the blaze of a candle held in the very centre will not be moved or distarbed 

thereby. This total want of ventilation is a fault common to all prisons built on the 

Auburn plan. The furniture of the cell consists of a wooden bunk, a straw bed in win- 

ter, a night-tub, a cup, and a kid or platter for food. The bedelothes consist of three 

blankets. The cells are heated by stoves placed in the corridor. There are four tiers 

of cells, with thirty cells in each tier of each wing. The main passages of the prison 

are insufficiently lighted and ventilated, on account of the small size of the apertures 

which serve for windows in the enclosing building. Immediately south and west 

of the female wing, is the wash-house, a building 30 by 25 feet, where the washing 

of the establishment is done by females. Still south and west, near the extreme 

part of the island, is a building called the “Shanty,” used as a workshop for the 

women. This is a wooden building, from 75 to 100 feet in length, by 20 to 25 

feet in breadth, divided by a hall into two rooms, which are low studded, and 

badly ventilated. Here are daily congregated from 150 to 200 women, of all ages, 

colors, countries, and conditions of life; the blighted hopes of fond parents, the wan 

remnants of an age of debauchery, bloated drankards, cunning thieves, and those 

whose hoary locks proclaim the long unbridled workings of unholy passions ; forming 

a picture the most loathsome and disgusting of which it is possible for the miud to con- 

ceive. To this moral contamination we must add the sweltering of this heterogeneous, 

breathing mass, in its own exhalations, in a room only large enough to accommodate it 

when packed. Yet these are the accommodations provided by our city fathers for the 

reformation of their erring daughters. Here herded together, with talking and laughing, 

jesta and ribaldry, oaths and blasphemy, they pass their time, now and then checked, 

perhaps, in their uproarious obscenity or heaven-daring profanity, by the presence of a 

keeper or matron, but for the most part left to themselves. : 

South and east from the “Shanty” is the female hospital, a long, low, narrow wooden 

building, equally disgraceful to our city, whether we consider the uses to which it is 

applied, or the material or structure of the pile. This building constantly acccommo- 

dates about 150 patients. It is the great venereal hospital of the city—the wash-pot 

provided by city ordinanée for the cleansing of houses of prostitation. . 

Why should we thus sanction infamy by providing, by law, for its accommodation ? 

and why should our police officers lend themselves to the uses of this class of vagrants, 

by “sending them up” just long enough to suit their convenience? By tolerating this 

practice, the city pays a direct and enormous tax for the support of licentiousness. No 

wonder that the honest mechanic, the enterprising merchant, and the hard-working 

laborer, are dragged down by a weight of taxation as great as even the tax-ridden 

inhabitants of England have ever known. Can no remedy be suggested to meet this 

evil? A remedy might, perhaps, be found in sentencing every feruale who thus gives 

herself up, to six or eight months. Should this be done, and the corporation grant the 

memorial of the Executive Committee in relation to a work-house, while we should 

hope for some instances of radical reform, we think the keepers of houses of prostita- 

tion would find more profitable employment than in running toand fro from thecity to 

the penitentiary, for the purpose of more securely binding the cords of sin around 

their erring victims. 
North of the female hospital, on the east side of the island, is another long and nar 

row building, used as a small-pox hospital; which, if its exterior appearance is apy in- 

dication of its interior arrangement and comforts, must be a forbidding place. North 

of this is a small one story building, occupied as a doctor’s office ; and still farther north 

the kitchen, 24 by 50 feet, where the cooking for the establishment is done. North and 

eget of the kitchen is a emall building, 22 by 30 feet, but used as a cooper’s and wheel- 

wright’s chop; and in 4 line with and adjoining to it is a fine stone building, 60 by 22 
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feet, used as a carpenter’s shop, shoe shop, etc. Continuing along the east shore of 

the island, some two hundred yards, we come to the wall which divides the penal 

establishment from the other part of the island. This wall or fence runs across the 

island, excepting where it is interrupted by the office of the establishment, which is 

on the same line with the fence, and forms part of the division. In this office are 

kept the books of the prison; the barber’s shop; the store room; the depository 

where the clothes of all the inmates, tied in bundles, with tallies attached, are hung 

up, 50 that each one on leaving shall have his own; a reception room, ete. South 

of the office, and almost directly west from the carpenter’s shop, there is still another 

building, constructed of stone, in a substantial manner, and three stories high. This 

building has attained an unenviable notoriety under the name of the “‘ Luny House.” The 

lower story of this building is disconnected from the two upper, and is used as a black- 

smith’s and tinman’s shop. The two upper stories are used as a lock-up for the inva- 

lids, the infirm, the insane, idiotic, and supernumeraries of the establishment, and to 

this part the appellation of the “‘ Luny House” more properly belongs. The second story 

is occupied by the more decent among them, and is provided with cots, and probably 

blankets in the winter, although none are provided for the summer. In the third story 

the sides of the room are provided with two tiers of bunks, which can only accommo- 

date a small portion of the individuals that are occasionally crowded into this apartment. 

Tae CuHaractTer or THE Prisoners.—The prisoners that are sent to this island 

may be divided into the following classes: 1st. United States prisoners. 2nd. Court 

prisoners, or those that have been guilty of larceny or assault. 3rd. Vagrants, in the 

proper acceptation of the term. 4th. Drunkards. Sth. The merely destitute. 6th. The 

sick. 7th. Prostitutes, who give themselves up for the purpose of being cured of a 

contagious disease. 8th. Small pox patients. 
Three or four, at most, of these classes, comprise all that properly belong to a prison. 

That construction of the act which admits the three last classes, seems to be an abuse 

of prison privileges, as well as, in some instances, an absolute and irreparable injustice 

and injury done to individuals. Cases of extreme hardship, under the present latitudi- 
narian construction of this act, have come to the knowledge of your committee; and the 

constant liability to a recurrence of these outrages, seems to call for immediate legislative 
action, so defining and limiting the law, as to prevent the virtuous but unfortunate poor 

from being subjected to the contaminating influences of an association with felons, or 
being branded with the indelible stigma of a discharged convict from Blackwell’s Is- 

land. 
In other parts of our State, where the magistrates are more or less acquainted with 

the general character of the individuals brought before them, and where applications 
for commitment are infrequent, the difficulty complained of is not so apparent. But in 

this city, where our police office is constantly crowded with this class of offenders, and 

where, in a majority of cases, they are foreigners, in the hurry and despatch of busi- 

ness too little opportunity is offered for investigation; and on the application of the indi- 

vidual, or some one else, the commitment is made out and the case disposed of at once. 

Besides the abuses consequent on the pressure of business at the- police office, there are 

others that have come to the knowledge of the committee, through their personal exam- 

inations of the prisoners, which, if true, involve more serious charges against our officers 

than that of haste in the transaction of business. Many commitments are made out upon 

the declarations of individual policemen; and this perhaps necessary and salutary con- 

fidence is not infrequently abused, so that any person in the humbler walks of life is 

liable to arrest and imprisonment, if he provokes, with even a word, the anger of these 

conservators of public quiet. 

Another difficulty, under the present administration of the law, arises from the ease 

with which a husband can commit his wife. Any husband who has a troublesome or  
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expensive wife, of whom he is desirous to rid himself, can, upon proper representation, 

stating that she is a drunkard, or refuses to contribute to the support of the family, 

have her placed, by a summary conviction to the {sland for three or six months, where 

she can neither interfere with his pleasure or his parse. Instances of this kind are of 

constant recurrence; and the committee, while in the discharge of their duties, were 

instrumental in relieving several judividuals so detained. 

This law, ed for the protection of woman, has been wrested to her destruction 

Tar Eurloyyexts OF aug Pgison.—From 
a weekly statement of the employment: 

ed on the Ist of August eh 
of the prisoners, ‘ve learn that the average number emptoy 

November, February: and May, were as follows :— 

Farmers and gardenc 
ackemiths, 24 shoemakers. 18; masons, 15; quar 

rying and gradi 148; 
child’s hospital, 10; city prison, 10; sewers, 2 

qailore, 6; whitesmi! york in e. ; atic asylum, 25; jnvalids, 118; in hospital, 76— 

making a total 0 alea. S Qe wing, 80; washers, middle-house, — . 

Junatic asylum, 5: Nevue, 53; child's hospital, 20; city prison, } ‘k in general, 83; invalids, 

68 1-2; hospital, 154. Tot 
ii 

This fact presents the astonishing spectacle of a prison with more than one-third of its 

inmates constantly on the sick list. And if we add to this number those reported under 

the very ambiguous term of work in general—-which probably might be more properly 

termed idlers—we shall have one-half of the prisoners unproductive. This statement 

of the employment and distribution of the prisoners cannot, we fear, be relied upon 

tion of the subject we were inclined to the opin- 

charge consulted rather individual conve- 

0; worl 

al, 612 females—making a grand average total of 1,184. 

‘as very accurate, as from our examina’ 

ion, that the officer having this business in 

nience than any nice notions of aceuracy- 

Orricuns or THE Paisox.—To discharge faithfully and acceptably the important du- 

ties which devolve upon them, the officers of the prison should be fitted, as well by 

nature as by education, for the places they occupy. It is a matter of no trifling impor- 

tance to whom is intrusted the charge of the whole penal establishment of so large a 

city: an establishment which yearly receives within its walls, perhaps, 28 many prison- 

era as all the State prisons throughout the Union put together, and which, from the very 

nature of its constitution, must act more efficiently upon ils inmates, for ruin or refor- 

mation, than any other prison jn our land. The method of subjecting the officers to 

a political ordeal, and testing their qualifications by their political orthodoxy, though 

perhaps well enough to advance the jnterests of a party, is ruinous to the well-being of 

the prisoner, a neglect of the best interests of society,and tends to foster and encourage 

vice, instead of repressing and correcting it. There needs no argument to prove this 

fact. The recent disgraceful disclosures in regard to a late election speak, trumpet- 

tongued, to this point; and we cannot but express our astonishment, that men should 

be for one moment continued in office, who, having been indicted by a jary of their 

country for high misdemeanors, shield themselves and their office by pleading a demur- 

rer to their indictment, instead of going, like honest, honorable, and fearless men, to 

trial, on the merits of the case. The particular offence for which these men are indict- 

ed, attaches with no peculiar force to any administration: jt has been, undoubtedly, the 

practice of all, fur many years, though none have been 80 unfortunate as to be detected 

before. And it is this very frequency of the evil that makes it more imperative upov 

our government to pursue stringent measures, when they have an opportunity. If mea- 

sures of this kind are acquiesced in—if our prison-houses are to be broken open, and 

their contents belched upon the community, to threaten, to awe, and to overwhelm the 

virtaous—liberty is but a mockery, and the right of suffrage but another name for infe- 

my and degredation. 

‘But the partisan character of the officers is not their only disqualification. The com- 

mittee feel a deep sense of the responsible duty imposed upon them by the Legisla- 

ture, and though it might be much more agreeable to their feelings to hide the faults 
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they see, they nevertheless feel in conscience bo they 8 1 s c und to speak, without fear 
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dineas ve aaete ding, an heart-broken, had become the tenant of a prison, ex reseed 
to the cheapie tt mat rom and ourselves, her regrets for the past, and her virtue 

Seen tncere, a ore fe modest was her appearance, so winning her man 

pens and se sinceor » appa ently, her determination, that we interested ourselves in h 

pehs e time of her discharge, agreeably to previous ai nt 
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this be expected, when perhaps his office depends on the very breath of these very 
women. Recent investigations have shown us that the principal keeper of Blackwell's 

Island thought it to be his duty, on the eve of an important election, to desert his post— 

whether fur the purpose of electioneering in the city himself, or to allow tie perpetra- 

tion of the stupendous fraud which was committed by the under keepers upon the 

elective franchise, or for other reasons, this committee cannot determine. A necessary 

basis on which to institute lasting, radical reform, is to disconnect this appointment 

from politics; and we would suggest whether it showld not be confided to the action 

of a board of inspectors, or to the itxecutive Committee of this Association, which, 

being composed of members frum all parties, is not at all influenced, in measures 

which it may adopt, by political considerations. At present it is under the charge of 

’ the common council, whe can enly act by resolution or committee. 

Our remarks under this head have beea thus far directed to the male department 

of the prison. In examining the female department we find still greater cause 

for complaint. Eighteen hundred and seventy-nine females were incarcerated in the 

penitentiary during the past year, eight hundred and twenty-seven of whom, or nearly 

one-half, were sick, and inmates of the hospital. To take charge of this large number— 

never, probably, less than four hundred—one-third of whom are sick and require atten- 

tion, only two matrons are provided! In the male department, where the number is 

constantly less, twenty keepers are thought to be necessary. In the female department 

at Sing Sing, with only seventy prisoners, ali, or nearly all, in good health, five keepera 

are found necessary. But on Blackwell’s Island two females are considered sutticient 

to take charge of from four to seven hundred—the number is not material. These ma- 
trons are, however, assisted in the performance of their duties by two male keepers. 

one of whom, with about sixty of the female prisoners, is stationed at Bellevue, and the 

other assists the matrons in controlling those more immediately under their charge. 
These male keepers.are not ouly permitted, but expected, to lock up the females at 

night; and the keeper at Bellevue has the entire control of his whole gang. 
Why, in a Christian country, in the vicinity of a city boasting of its benevolent insti- 

tutions, its numerous churches, ita high civilization, is this outrage upon decency, mo- 

rality, and good government ailowed to go on, from day to day, and from year to year, 
without one effort to prevent it? Why is it that male keepers are provided, where 

femaie keepers are alone proper, and much more economical! Is it because females 

are disfranchised ? 

With only two matrons, and no workshop but the crowded shanty we have already 

described, we can neither look for discipline or hope for reformation ; and it is onr con- 
viction that, were it not for the slight screen of decency which the name carries with 

it, for all purposes of use, profit, or morality, the city might as well save its money as to 
appropriate it ta the employment of matrons, unless they greatly increase their number. 

The committee have not inquired into the capacity of the present incumbents, nor do 

we intend, by our remarks, in any way to reflect upon them. Could they do five 

times their duty, we should still have occasion to enter our solemn remonstrance against 

so flagrant and apperent a breach of decency and propriety, and earnestly to recom- 

mend an increase of their number. - 

Many young women under the abuse of law, to which we have already alluded, are 

sent to the island without any sufficient cause. The following, furnished by the agent 

of Detention Committee, is an instance of this character :— 

J G , Sent to Blackwell’s Island by her husband, who is now head porter 
in one of the first retail stores in the city. She is a decent-looking Scotch woman, and 
says she is sent up by her husband ona false charge. He, although a member of a 
church, keeps another woman. On this account he has abused his wife, and sent her to 
the penitentiary. For the truth of this statement, refers to Mr. » a baker, in P—— 
street, Brooklyn, Mr. Cc street, and another porter ia said store. 
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convicts, which estimated at only one shilling per day for one-balf of the whole average 
number, would be $21,500 per year, or three shillings per head weekly in addition, 

making the entire cost of support for these prisoners, about eleven shillings per week, 
certainly an enormous expenditure, considering the smail number of keepers employed, 
and the nature of their diet. 

A fact no less singular than astonishing, serving to show how Joosedy the affairs of this 

prison have hitherto been managed, came to the knowledge of the coramittee, and is 

an apt illustration of the manner of doing business at this establishment. The com- 
mittee discovered that, from the commencement of the prison, so far as they could 

learn, up to the time of their examination, not a single article manufactured in the 
prison was ever accounted for; and the goods, lumber, ete., yearly supplied by the 

Commissioner of the alms-house, were used and made up, and for all that appears, dis- 
posed of for the benefit of the keepers, or some one else.* It is singular, indeed, that 

successive administrations, of all political parties, should have suffered this flagrant 
abuse to exist without endeavoring to arrest it. 

There is another abuse, not, to be sure, of so glaring a nature, but still one to which 

authorities, provident of the public weal, should direct their attention, and that is, the 

ase made of the swill, The convicts charge, that the hogs kept on the island are bet- 
ter cared for than themselves, and that the top of the rice, or the thin part, is skimmed 

off for them, and the more substantial part left, designedly to feed the swine. 
Cieantiness.—We can hardly hope for moral reformation, u:less the appliances 

for personal ablation are provided. Convicts, dragged from the gutters and ken- 
nels of the city, sent to the islend, polluted both in body and mind, can hardly be 
expected to commence the work of reformation in earnest, until they have first been 

taught a lesson of selfreapect by personal cleansing. The penitentiary, though sur- 

rounded by water, makes no provision for this salutary instruction, and the convicts, 
having doffed their outer garments, go teeming in their filth to the workshop, the 
hospital, or the cell, without an opportunity even of washing their hands and faces, 

except such as accident uray present. The remark of a convict, whether true in point 
of fact or not, so forcibly illustrates this whole matter, that we cannot forbear its intro- 

duction. “Sure,” says Pat, “I would like to change places with the pigs, for while 
they have the best of the swill to fill their stomachs, they are daily washed and cur- 
Tied, and we, poor divils, have scarce a dhrop of wather to wet our hands with.” The 
committee were pained to see, on their first visit to the island, that even the men mus- 

tered in the chapel on Sunday were slovenly in their appearance, and that their under 

garments, in many instances, had the appearance of having been worn for weeks; and 
the impression conveyed to the minds of the committee was confirmed by subsequent 

inquiry among the convicts. This estate of things, however, materially improved dur- 

ing our visits to the penitentiary, and on the last Sunday we were present, a careful 
examination satisfied us that, at least, a temporary change had taken place in this 
particular. 

The convicts are provided by the city with a uniform dress, which, although of the 
coarsest material, seems well enough adapted to the wants of the prisoners. 

Inerruction.—No adequate provision is made for instruction, no books provided 
except the Bible, and no chaplain except the officiating clergyman of the insane hos- 

pital. To this individual is confined the moral, spiritual, and ordinary instruction of 

from 1,200 to 1,800 of the most heterogeneous population that can anywhere be found 
in the United States. This gentleman, with a singleness of purpose and devotion as 
interesting aa it is praiseworthy, labors most incessantly in the cause which he bas em- 
braced with so much ardor and ability. But of what avail are the efforts of one man 

* The Committee do not intend to charge that such has ever been the fact, but simply that the re 
cords of the prison present no evidence to the contrary. 

SHE yt 
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along such an ever-varying population? On the Sabbath da: ally cheered and encouraged by the voluntary efforts of m with this aid, comparatively little can be done to warm, ivise whose tender years and awakening conscience mark as was a matter ol astonishment to the committee, and we i in thew» te Catholic cierey of our city, that they appear to take litle or think a re 
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n the remarks we have believed it our du i i i 

bh 
ty to make in relation to this pri » need nae * mane je couture, and 80 little to approve, that we fear we stall be is ciples ofan s act ed ve captious, fault-finding spirit, rather than governed by prin- 
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3 
ing while we have extenuated nought, neither have. we. wot down aan i nation una ith these remarks, #] © commit i ying tables as the 

. 
5 T 1 

Ww P re ; hi ittee would submit the accompanying 

to be sure, he is occasion. 
me city layman; but, even 

advise, and instruct, even those 
subjects not yet without hope. 

no Catholic priest visits them re, jar] 
With the strong hold which the slong 
» Tauch good, we should think, would 

JOHN D. RUSS, 
JOHN DUER, 
CYRUS CURTIS. 
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BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

  

  

In the place of Table of Cases of Sickness, Lunacy, and Death, we give the follow 
ing letter and statistics from Mr. Inglis :— 
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Genriemen :—In offering the enclosed abstract, I must be permitted, at the outset, 

to remark, that I found it utterly impossible to carry out the wishes of Dr. Ruas to the - 

extent he indicated. Statistical information can have no value uuleas full reliance cap 

be placed upon the accuracy of the source whence it is obtained. This is far from 

being the case in the present instance; the data from the register are meagre in the 

extreme, and the manner in which the record has been kept, or rather “ not kept,” is 

excessively confused, numerous cases occurring without any statement as to sex, age, 
color, country, or disease. 

This, surely, ought not to be. 
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The field presented by this and similar institutions, to 

the professional amateur, is certainly a most prolific one, and (as far as the collection 

of statistical facts is concerned) does not require any great depth of intellectual capa- 

city for its culture. To take, for example, the disorders most predominant in the peni- 

tentiary hospitals on Blackwell's Island—syphilis and delirium tremens—I suppose that 

no place in the United States of America can afford equal scope for investigating the 

comparative frequency of the varied forms which the former assumes, both as a local 

and a constitutional malady ; and with regard to delirium tremens, the opportunity is 

unhappily too ample to put to the test of experience the different modes of treating 

this sometimes (as it occurs here) intractable complaint. Hitherto, however, these 

and all other matters of interest to the medical world, have been most summarily 

passed over, or, I should say, have been altogether neglected. It is to be hoped that, 

under better auspices, medical science may be promoted; and thus, that even from the 

lowest abyss of misery, ultimate good to humanity at large may be extracted. 

The diseases I have thrown into alphabetical order, and I have simply put down the 

nomber of cases treated and the deaths, as noted in the register. And here I may 

draw attention to the fact, that out of 1,266 cases under medical surveillance, in the 

male aud female hospitals, during a period of twelve months, I only find 48 deaths 

recorded, and two of these are set down as proceeding from unknown causes. The 

remaining 46 will be found under their respective diseases. This will suffice to 

show the inattention with which these matters have been regarded. It would be 

labor lost to attempt anything like a classification into those who were really cured, 

those who were only relieved, and those who were discharged for other reasons. The 

general proportion, as regards sex, color, and country, which is exhibited in the an- 

nexed table (by which it will be seen that the female sex constitutes nearly two-thirds 
of the whole number), appears to pervade the whole group of diseases with somewhat 

of the same uniformity. 
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Statistics from the Records of the Penitentiary Hospitals, Blackwell's Island, 
comprising a Period of One Year, viz., from Aug. 1, 1845, to Aug. 1, 1846.   
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Number of patients treated during the year . - 1,266. 

  

ig
io

us
 

ins
! 

y 

Males. Females. | Native. | Foreign. | White. 

ee ee a             * 
Ag
 

th
e 

ot
he
r 

fa
ct
s 

in
 t

he
 
Ta
bl
e 

(S
ta
ti
st
ic
s 

of
 
Cr
im
e)
 

to
 
wh
ic
h 

In
te
mp
er
an
ce
 
be
lo
ng
s 

we
re
 

no
t 

ob
ta
in
ed
 
wi
th
 

su
ff
ic
ie
nt
 
ac
cu
ra
cy
 

to 
be

 
re
po
rt
ed
, 

we
 

ha
ve
 
ta
ke
n 

th
e 

li
be
rt
y 

en
 

g
e
r
n
e
 
t
e
r
t
 

1. 
Ca
n 

ne
it

he
r 

re
ad
 

no
r 

wr
it
e 

. 

ed
uc

at
ed

 

2. 
Ca
n 

re
ad
 

on
ly
 

4, 
Fo
ur
 
ti
me
s 

an
d 

ov
er
 

*T
em
pe
ra
te
 

1. 
On

ce
 

2.
 
Tw
ic
e 

.           3. 
Ca
n 

re
ad
 

or
 
wr
it
e 

4,
 
We
ll
 
ed
uc
at
ed
 

5. 
Li
be
ra
ll
 

6.
 
Ha
d 

re
l 

3.
 
Th
re
e 

ti
me
s 

.     

e
a
r
 

en
e:
  



376 COUNTY PRISONS. 

Abstract of the Diseases treated during the Year above mentioned, in the Male 
and Female Penitentiary Hospitals. 

  
No. under 
treatment.)Deaths. 

No. under Diseases. treatment, |Deaths. ages. 

  t 
Gonorrhea : 32 
Hysteria . . 11 
Hemorrheids . 

Bronchitis . 
Bubo . : 
Carcinoma Mam. 
Cardialgia_ 
Congestio Cerebri . 
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— Ophthalmia . . 
“ Gonorrhea 
“ (iritis) . 

Otitis. . 
Orchitis . : 
Paralysis . 
Phtbisis Pulm. 
Pleuritis 
Pneumonia 
Rheumatism . . 

“ Chronie . 
Stricture Urethra . 
Syphilis . . 

Consecutiva 
: . Tympanitis . 

Gancodyain . Ulcers. . 
Gas . . 

Debilitas 
Delirium Tremens— 

mo
O 

W
I
S
 
w
D
 

IO
 0

0 
m
p
w
 

19
 

U
A
 

w 

wo 
wm

 
a 

e
n
e
 

a
w
s
o
w
e
®
 

a
e
a
e
 

ny 

Ustio .               
  

There were in the hospital remaining under treatment on the Ist of August ult., 

males, 50; females, 127: making a total of 177 now or lately on the sick list. 
Lam, respectfully, etc., 

° JOHN VILLIERS INGLIS. 
September 4, 1846. 

Taste VII.—Mode in which Prisoners confined in this Prison in the course of 
the Year have been employed. 
  

Average Number for the Year. 
  

Male, Female. Total. 

  
1. Hard labor 307 302 609 
2. Employment not being hard labor 71 88 159 
3. Not employed . 194 222 416 

  

Total. . . 572 612 1184         
  

Taste VILL— Number of Punishments £ Offences in the Prison in the course 
of the Yea 

No record kept, but do not amount to one & aay, and are principally the cat, ball and chain for the 
and shower-bath for the women. 

  

BLACKWELL’S ISLAND. 377 
Tasre IX.— Total Cost per annum, under the following Heads. 

Total cost of prison diet $2: 23,812 male at female clothi . , beddin ° hing } 6,634 « 

“ fuel Mi . « 1,476 | 57 iscellaneous . . 9,005 | 91 

Total . . . . $40,929 | 61 
Note—The best and only account that could be obtained at the Prison, but confessedly inaccurate. 

Tarte X.—Deaths in the course of the Year. 

B. 2 Zz 3 E 

1845—Au gust . 

September 
October 
November. 
ecernber 

1846—Ja nuary  . 
Fi pemary 
March 
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. . 19 | 90 | 53 | 56 

Note—The abi ii satis a that could be proweeate most factory account of the deaths in this institution for the past year 

Tanre XI— Officers? Salaries, Fees, Emoluments, ete. 

‘When 
ABC. | appointed. 
| 

Nature of Fees and 
Emoiuments, 

—_——-——_- and Am’ts thereof, 
Morgan gan L. Mott . Keeper 

eorge Walters . De 
Jonathan Nash. . Paty, Keeper 

. Mr. Searles . Chapl: 
Dr. Sawyer . . aan Board. 

Nathan A. Sutton. Apothe ward? 
lenry Grimm 

Samusl P. Spies . Asia Rooper 
Timothy O'Gorman 
William Flynn. . 

Daniel Kearney . 
Thomas R. Broo 
Edward Corbit 

$$ aera, 

House and gard. 

William Beachly | 
Lewis Bowne . 
Alex. Rutherford . 
Joho S, Evens. 

Karney . ,  
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Table continued. 
ee ee 

x When Salaries Nature of Fees and 

mer, tice, | Ae.) appointed. | Pn | ant Kins orto 

William Hancock Assistant Keeper 00 

Andrew Ligmer « “ 00 

John Hackett . - “ 00 

John Schafer . . “ 00 

John Frances .- Carpenter 50 00 

David M. Boyle . Shoemaker 00 

Edward 8. Parsells Blacksmith 00 

Stone-mason ao 
Quarry-master a0 

Guard 00 
“   

Edmond Nugent - 
Assist. Carpenter 

4 
mo

nt
hs

,   Mrs. Wilson. - Matron 
Mrs. Jacobs - “« 

Taste XII.—Receipis. 

3 
mo
nt
hs
, 

For different articles supplied Lunatic Asylum, mestly coal . 

“ Child’s Hospital . . + 
“ vegetables estimated | 600 

Small Pox Hospital . . : 125 
Alms House . : 221 
Long Island Farms . . . 185 

$466 
379 

, the kind of labor performed, the groas 
This table was intended to show, among other things, 

material, etc., the manner in which the Ne 
and net proceeds of each kind and of the aggregate, the cost of 

proceeds are expended, and what accounts of it are kept. 

Taste XIL.—-Miscellaneous Inquiries as to the state of the Prison. 

1. Cells. 
2. Number of cells or rooms. 496. ana 

: . 3 feet 6 in. wide, 7 feet 6 in. high, 

3. Dimensions of them. ; 7 feet 6 in. long. , 

4. Average temperature. About 60. 

5. How lighted. j By small loop-holes or windows in the 

outer building. 

6. How warmed. By stoves in the corridor. 

7. How ventilated. By half-grated doors, but imperfectly. 

8. Cost of construction of prison. 
9. Cost of each cell. 

10. How many confined in one cell. One, often two, and sometimes three. 

11. What books for prisoners. Bible and tracts. 

12. What classification. None. 
Every person that procures @ permit, 

13. Visitors to prisoners. aid many without. 
Shirts in most instances weekly, pante- 

loons monthly. 
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14. Clothing, how often changed. 

15. Clothing, any uniform dress. Yes. 

16. How often fed, and where. Three times, in cells. 

17. Supply of water, and how used. Deficient. b : ed 

. No sheets, but blankets chan; twice 

18. Bedding, how often changed. {Nor thrice a year. es 
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: A 

SUFFOLK AND QUEEN'S COUNTY. PRISONS. 

Tux county prison, for Suffolk county, is located in the centre of the village, at Biv 
erhead, the shire town, and is attached to the court house, whick is used as a dwelling 
house for the keeper, offices for the accommodation of the county, a court room, jury 

rooms, etc. The prison is built of stone, and consists of four square cells, 10 feet by 

10 feet area, and 9 feet ceiling. There are two tiers of cells, two onatier. The 
doors of the celis are made of strong bar iran, crossed and riveted, and secured by two 
iron bars and two padlocks. Each cell bas its own water-closet, and is provided 
with-a comfortable straw bed. The cells are lighted, heated, and ventilated solely 

from.the corridor. Besides these cells in the prison, there is a fifth, in the main body 

of the court house, which is but rarely used. Although the county is sparsely settled, 

(mostly with an agricultural population,) and small, still it frequently happens that two 
ompnore individuals are placed in the same cell; and during the visit of the committee, 

when, indeed, there were only five prisoners, in one instance two were found occupy- 
ing the same cell. Owing, probably, to the small number of prisoners usually con- 
fined in this prison, no provision is made for a chaplain, and, notwithstanding there is 

at present one man convicted of murder, the only opportunities provided for religious 

instruction, are occasional, and from what the committee gathered, infrequent visits of 

the clergymen of the village, and a few tracts. The prisoners appear to be well cared 
for, and to be fed in much the same manner 2s the family of the keeper. They are 
always provided with meat at noon, meat or fish for breakfast, and mush or bread and 

molasses at night. No provision is made for the employment of those confined, al- 
though the cells are sufficiently large to allow it. 

The prison for Queen’s county is situated at North Hempstead, about three miles 
from Hempstead village, and forms a part of tho county court house, which is a plain 
wooden building, surmounted by a cupola, and is occupied as a tavern, groggery, court 
house, jury rooms, and jail. To account for this somewhat incongruous mixture, we 

may state that the land in the vicinity of the court house is owned by one family, who 
keep a small public house near, and who will not by any inducement be persuaded to 
sell, ao thet they may enjoy with the court house, a monopoly of the business of the 
county town. 

Another, and perhaps a stronger reason, may be found in the fact that the keeper of 
the jail is allowed no other remuneration for his services, than a free rent and permis- 
sion to keep a tavern. ‘The prison is constructed entirely of wood, the cells or rooms 
being built of stout plank, fastened to stout studs and sleepers, which are covered with 
sheet iron, and sit very close to each other; the windows are of ordinary size, and 
grated with iron; the rooms in which the prisoners were locked up, were all large; 

and in some of them the only outlet is through other rooms, the doors of which are 
left open, and the prisoners, (some three or four in number, sometimes there are as 

as six or seven,) found passing their time as agreeably as their state of confine- 
ment would allow. One room, occupied by a young man who had just rendered his 
name notorious by the double crime of grand larceny and criminal intercourse, was 18 
by 20 feet area, with two windows, a table, chairs, comfortable bed, and two large 

windows, presented an air of comfort which seemed little in unison with the security 
of the prison; and recent events bave shown that cur apprehensions, in thie respect, 

were well founded, as the young convict got weary of his confinement and departed. 
This prison was probably built before many of the modern improvements in prison- 

building had been introduced ; and we would suggest whether it is not a reproach to 
the zich county of Queens, to be thus lagging behind the age, and keeping up a prison 
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i as those that are 
comfort of the prisoner, so far ag eating and drinking are caster hoose n tan ie larly attended to; and as the court house is also a tavern during. ecke of conn they are allowed to enjoy a profusion of creature comforts which i the lot of but few prisoners. Indeed, they are constantly well fe to be less attention paid to cleanliness than is desirable 
tied every second day, the effluvia from which has a te: room; to which we may add the fact that the prisoners 
proper means of ventilation are adopted. The county 
means of moral or religious instruction. 
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JOHN DUER, 
JOHN D RUSS, 

CYRUS CURTISS, 
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sOUNTY PRISONS. 

CAYUGA COUNTY PRISON. 

Tax prison for this county is situated at Auburn, a few yards from the court-nouse. 
The enclosing building is of stone, divided into two parts by a spacious hall, on one 

side of which is the keeper’s house and on the other the prison. The cells are sur- 
rounded by # corridor, and are constructed’ after the most approved model of prisons 
on the congregate plan. There are I0 cells in the lower tier, each 5 by 8 feet, and 6 

on the gallery above, four of which are 5, and two 10 by 8 feet in area, and 8 feet 
in height. These cells are lighted, ventilated, and heated, through grated doors, 

from the corridor, in which stands a box-stove, on which, apparently, a large portion 

_ of the cooking for the establishment is performed. ~One great defect in this prison, 

and, indééa, in ‘all the county prisons which we have examined, is, that there is 

no attempt at classification or even separation, but all, both innocent and guilty, the 
vagrant and felon, the witness and the murderer, are thrown promiscuously together ; 

sy or, if the more practiced villain is confined, all the others that have the misfortune 

Y imprisoned, whether innocent or guilty, have free access to the grates of his cell. 

On ting the prieon, we found eight persons congregated about the stovea, engaged 

in warming their breakfast, all of them apparently on good terms with each other, nei- 

ther character, color, or country interrupting their intercourse. Of these, 4 were 
committed for trial, two of whom were under 20 (one white and one black), and 2 

between 20 and 30, all natives; 2 were intemperate; 2 were laborers; 1 barber; and 

1 clerk: 2 of them could read and write, 1 could read only, 1 conld not read, and all 

of them were single. The alledged offences of those under 20 were attempt at rape and 
larceny ; and of those over 20, counterfeiting and forgery. Of the four remaining, all 
white, 3 were between 40 and 50, and 1 between 20 and 30; 3 were foreigners and 

1a native; 2 temperate and 2 intemperate; 2 laborers, and 1 a spinner, and 1 stage- 

driver; 1 could not read, 1 could read only, and the other two could both read and 

write; 3 of them were married, and 1 single; 3 of them were committed for assault 
and battery, and one for larceny; their terms of imprisonment were, 1 for 99 days, 2 

for GO days, and 1 for 40 days. 

Besides these there was still another inmate of the prison, the notorious Freeman, 

under sentence of death for the cold-blooded butchery of the Van Zandt family. He 

was chained to the centre of one of the large cells, and appeared to be in a demented 
state of mind. 

As the keeper of the prison was absent, and had taken the only record he kept of 

the prison with him, the committee could only procure such information as a personal 
examination of the prisoners presented. 

All of which is submitted. 
JOHN D. RUSS. 

KINGS COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison, situated in Brooklyn, was so accurately described in the second annual 
report of the Association, that we need at this time only refer to that document, which, 

together with the accompanying tables, present a detailed account of that establishment. 

JOHN DUER, 
JOHN D. RUSS, 
CYRUS CURTISS, 

Committee of Inspection. 

August 10, 1846. 
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COUNTY PRISONS. 

Tasur [X.—Ages of Prisoners comprised in Table II. 

  White. | Native.} For. 

  . Under 20 years . 101 72 44 
- 20 years and under 30 . 247 123 172 
. 30 yearsand under 40. 216 92 | 161 

40 years and under 50 . 75 35 50 
50 years and upwards 31 9 2 

          670 331 453         Total 

  

TaBLe X.—Ages of Prisoners comprised in Table LIT. 
No account kept. 

Taste XI.—Staie of Instruction of Prisoners in Table II. 
No account kept. 

Taste XII.—State of Instruction of Prisoners in Table IIT. 
No account kept. 

Tasue XIII.— Cases of Sickness, Lunacy, and Deaths, in the course of the 
, Year. 

No account kept. 

TaBLe XIV.—Number of Prisoners (except Debtors} confined in this Prison 
in the course of the Year, who have been previously committed. 

No account kept. 
N 

Taste XV.—Mode in which Prisoners confined in this Prison in the course of 
he Year have been employed. 

No account kept. 

TasLe XVI— Number of Punishments i Offences in the Prison in the course 
of the ear. 

No account kept. 

Tarte XVII.—The greatest Number at any one time and the Daily Average 
during the Year. 

  M F, | B. w. | N. 

  CRIMINALS 
The greatest number at any one time 
The Saily average . : : 

DEBTORS 
© greatest number at any one time 

The laily average . . *               
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Taste XVIN.—Clothing and Bedding: showing the Number of Articles 
issued to each Prisone: 

No account kept. 

Tasie XIX.—Total Cost per annum, under the Jollowing Heads. 
    ! Total coat of Prison diet per head per week - - . $1 Male and female clothing - - Estimated 100 edding - - - - “ 150 traw - - - 25 

Extra allowances by | order of the surgeon 
Wine, beer, and spiri - 
Fuel, - - - 510 Soap 

60 Candles, oil, and gas - 20 
Rationery and printing - 

Furniture - - - 
Officers’ salaries - 
Removal of Prisoners to and from their ‘trial at Oyer and 
Terminer and General Sessions, or Je undergo their ren 
tences in other prisons 

Sundries not mentioned - - . - - 

  Total expenses for the year of the prison, not : inclnding officers’ fees 
repairs, alterations and additio: 

Repairs, aterations, an and additions i in and about the prison i in ‘the course : 
e year ~ 

    Grand Total - 

    *Prison diet per head per annum - 81} 00 
Prison clothing per head per annum -       
  

* Thia Return gives the contract Price, « or, actual value of the Prison diet, for one prisoner consuming that diet for one whole year. 

Taste XX.—Deaths in the course of the Year. 

      
Sentence, 

or Disease, 
or 

other cause 
of Death, 

State 
Term i g 

a Da
te
 

of
 

Ad
mi
ss
io
n.
 

of
 
De
at
h,
 

Ho
w 

lo
ng
 

in
 

pr
is
on
 

be
fo
re
 
De
at
h,
 

of 
Imprison- 

Health 
on Admission. | 

ment. | 

Alex. Livingston . 60 Vagrancy; Cong. brain. James Black . . Ty j1; 32 Near dying. Delir. trem.   
  

Tasue XXI.—Criminal Lunatics: showing their Age, Color, Sex, Date of Admission, State of Health on Admission, if insane previous to Comm. mitment, Date of becoming insane, if now insane, and if removed, -Date of removal. 
No account kept. 
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COUNTY PRISONS. 

Tapie XXII.—Dietary per Week. 

No account kept. 
    

  

   
Taste XXIII.— Officers’ Salaries, Fees, Emoluments, etc.    
  

    
       

    

When Salaries | Nature of Fees and 

Nemnee, Offee- Ager) sppointed. |, Petn, | and amit hertof, 

Under Sheriff, 
Daniel Van Voorhis Warden, , 38 | Jan. 1844 Fees ; 75 ts, for lock- 

and Keeper UP 
George Jenkins . | Assistant Keeper | 24 | May, 1846 | $200 00 
Dayton Decker . ysician 35 75 00 

Mrs. Van Voorhis Matron Jan. 1844              

  

  

      
Taste XXIV.—Receipts. . 

No account kept. 

    Note—-This table is intended to show, among other things, the kind of labor performed, the Bross 
and net proceeds of each kind and of the aggregate, the cost of material, etc., the manner in which the 
proceeds are expended, and what accounts of it are kept. 

  

   

Taste XXV.—-Total Expenses of the Prison for the Year, ete 
  

   
  

   

Total expenses of the prison for the year, and not including officers’ 
fees, and repairs, elterations and additions—estimated . $5,000 | 00 

Total receipts of ditto . ‘ . . . . 

Actual cost to the county or city, not including officers’ fees and 
repairs, alterations an additions—estimated ° : . $5,000 | 00 

Repairs, alterations, and additions—estimated . . . 1,500 | 00 

  

  

  

  Total expenses of the prison for the year, including repairs, altera- 
tions, and additions, and excluding receipts and fees—estimated $6,500 | 00       

  

       
Note.—This sum is divided by the aggregate number of days for which the whole of the prieoners 

have been in custody during the year, which gives 25 cents as the cost of each prisoner per day, and 
35 centa for daily cost of U. S. prisoners. 

   

Taste XXVI.— Miscellaneous Inquiries as to the state of the Prison. 
  

1. Cells. 

2. Number of cells or rooms. 

    

42 male cells, 15 female cells, 2 large 
debtors’ rooms, 2 hospital rooms. 

. * Male, 64 feet by 11 feet, 10 feet ceiling. 
8. Dimensions of them. ; Female, 44 feet by 8 feet, 7 feet ceil. 
4, Average temperature. 60°. 

5. How lighted. 

6. How warmed. 
7, How ventilated. 
8. Cost of construction of prison. 

By windows in the hall, and one win- 
dow in each cell, 5 by 26 inches. 

Hot water in pipes. 
By grated door and window. 
$130,000.     

  

   

rte Ree, 
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ne 

Table continued. 
. Cost of each . ceil 

42 cells cost about $25,000. 10. How many confined in one One i 
cell. § ne in each cell, and two if 11. What books for prisoners, one Binns ae i cee 

; ; 
8 Bible in each 12, What classification. 

§ No classification other a a iormry. 13. Visitors to Prisoners, 
veatrictia No restriction. 

Once a week. 
No uniform dress, 
In cells, 3 times a day, By pipes in each cell” 
Ouce a month. . 
noets in each cell. 

. What provision for religious instruction, { twiee on ever Sunday by aie + ye 6 residing in Brooklyn, 

14, Clothing, how often 15. Clothing, any uniform dee 16. How often fed, and where. — 17. Supply of water, and how used, 18. Bedding, how often changed, 19. What provision for night wants. 

ent clergymen 

Tasty XXVIL —-Statistics 0 is 
fences 

II. of Crime: showing # wwhether against Property or the person; the Habits of ere wee nen : 
‘wing Poa ae Relations, whether married or single; the 'N oe . Number having | impri. ent the 
Number of those working at their trades ‘hea ont im prwonmenty and the 

No account kept. 

   
     

          

    

    

  

    
    
      
     
       
      

      

    

      

  



COUNTY PRISONS. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY JAIL 
ea ta ete 

Tuis prison is situated in the city of Hudson. It forms one wing of a large and hand- 
some edifice, erected in 18—, with accommodations for courts, clerks, sheriffs, and other 

public officers. The location of the edifice, in the midst of a large reserved area, in a 
commanding position, is eminently salubrious and convenient. It is of stone, as are 

also the cells of the jail. The arrangements of the interior of the prison, with some 

exceptions, are good, and doubtless better than a majority of cur county jails. The 

part adapted to males contains cells in four tiers, all of which, except the lowermost, 

are put in requisition when required by the number of prisoners. This exception is 
necessary by the cells being so far beneath the level of the ground, and with a north 
exposure, as to be constantly so damp as ta render their occupation dangerous to life. 

This place is used for a deposit for the night tubs, which are cleansed but once a day, and 

are continually exposed, so that the efflavium, which is allowed to rise uncbstructed 

inte all the other parts of the hall, is plainly perceptible above, and renders the atmos- 

phere of the whole of the male section of the prison very offensive. 

There is an entire absence of ventilation. Even the windows, which front the cell 

doors, cannot be opened but with great difficulty, being out of reach. 

The prisoners are allowed uninterrupted intercourse with each other in the daytime. 

At the period of the examination, as at all other times, they were assembled together, 

indulging in unrestrained conversation, in perfect idleness. Two or three are some- 

times confined in one cell. 
In the female department the arrangement of cells is different, though they cannot 

properly be called cells; they are rooms, capable of holding double bedsteads, with 
which indeed they are furnished, and two, and sometimes even four are accommodated 
in one room, making it a very comfortable home for many unfortunate women, some 
preferring to pass most of their time there. 

This is not to be wondered at, with either sex, when we consider the character of 

Tux Diet.—This is undoubtedly more luxurious than any of the prisoners confined 
at the time of the examination, are accustomed to, or able to procure at their own 

homes. About one barrel of the best wheat flour is used per week. The dreakfast 
consists of bread and butter, coffee, with molasses and milk, or tea if preferred, fresh 

meat, or mackerel, or codfish, and potatoes; sometimes meat and potatoes hashed 

are given, without restriction as to quantity. Dinner consists of meat and soup, ad 

libitum, all kinds of vegetables, in season, and sometimes puddings and pies. Supper 

is bread and butter, with water, no tea or coffee. No reliable account could be ob- 

tained of the cost per diem or week of the dietary. The above enumeration is all that 

could be gathered; there is no regulation upon the subject, everything being left to 
the discretion of the jailer, and the favor with which his bills may be received by the 

supervisors. He feels, as he said, bound by public opinion to feed the prisoners well, 
or, rather, that a reduction would be frowned upon by the public, though it could not 

be discovered that the humane feelings of the public had ever been manifested upon 
‘the subject. The committee was informed that the sum of $150 per week is now 

allowed by the county for the maintenance of each prisoner, though the actual cost is 

greater, the surplus being defrayed by the jailer; $1,200 was allowed by the supervi- 

sors, for food, for the year ending November 20, 1845. 
The propriety of thus making the table of a prison more luxurious than that of the 

prisoners’ own home, may well be questioned, and it is believed by the committee 

  

f 4 COUNTY PRISONS. 397 

that evidence of the erroneousness of such 
to their confinement, which characterize 
some it appeared a desirable place of li 

withoat labor or cost to themselves, more comfortably than they could be outside, e total expenses of the prison, to the count i f 
- 1 4 . 'y, according to the statement of jailer, for the year ending November 20, 1845, was $1,945 30. The cost, or che anfonnt of the clothing ‘enished to the prisoners, could not be distinguished from the o’e Sum, no account being kept by the jailer of its istri 

I : k j amount or distribution, - pervisors relying solely upon his word for the necessity of its supply and its use. the sn © other punishment is inflicted here but confinement in a dark cell, and no record > of the cases thus treated is ke t. They are su ed to have amount io 
f h e i ‘p ‘y Ippo anted to half a dozen 

None of the prisoners are emplo: 

by the keeper, for his own benefit 
. There is no provision for dail 

nished by the Bible Society. 
No record is kept of the number of times each pris i i ie nor is there any record of the ages of the veisonera Te ren , veord elonging to the prison is an ordinary blank book, in which the title of the aso, “the 2 

a principle was furnished by the indifference a the bearing of most vf the Prisoners. To ving, as they were fed, clothed, and lodged, 

yed in any manner, except the females Occasionally, > 

ly instruction, and no library, except a few books fur- 

nature of the complaint, the date, and result of the trial, are entered. 

JNO. H. GRISCOM, M. D. 
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Fem. | Black. | White. | Total. 

Black. | White. | Native.| For. 
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Male, 

 
 

For Table V. there was admitted into the pri 

ty 

course of the year, 7 native males, 1 black and 6 white. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY PRISON. 

Tasue [II.— Under Summary Convictions. 

r 20 years 

INSPECTION OF COLUMBIA COUNTY PRISON. 

Of 20 years and upwards 
Unde: 

Total, adult and juvenile 

      
  to undergo their sentence. 

 
 

Tasue IT.* 
The only record for this Table is the number of those that were sent to some other 

Male. 

* For the full form of this Table and others of this prison, see Brooklyn Tables. 

prison 

2. As disord. for want of sure! 
3. For assault and battery 
4. For petit larceny . 
5. For slander 

For Table IV. no debtors. 

1. As vagrants 

        
 
 

 



400 COLUMBIA COUNTY PRISON. 

Tables IX. and X. no record kept. 

Taste XI—State of Instruction of Prisoners in this Prison at the Date of 
Inspection, 

  Male. | Fem. | Black. ite.| Nat. | For, 

  1. Can neither read nor write . 1 1 
2. Can read only. 
3. Can read or write : t 
4. Well educated. - . 
5. Liberally educated . 2 
6. Had religious instruction. .                 
  

  
Note—No library, and no provision for daily instruction. Bibles furnished by the Bible Society. ’ 

Table XIV. no record. 

Tazsre XIII.— Cases of Sickness, Founacy, and Deaths, in the course of the 

The greatest number of sick at any one time was 5—all native males, 2 black and 3 
white; and of death by delirium tremens, 1 w. f. male. 

Table XIV. no record. 

Tante XV.— Mode in cohtich Prisoners confined in ihis Prison in the course of 
Year haye been employed. . 

None employed, except the females occasionally by the keeper for his own benefit. 

Table XVI. no record. 

i the Daily Average — eatest Number at any one time and Taste XVIL—The gr me oom ° 

‘test umber of criminals at any one time . 
The. Freatest number of debtors at ditto . . 4 
The daily average number of ditto . . . . 

Table XVIII. no record. 

Tasre XIX.—Total Cost of the Prison under the following Heads. 

$10 
44 

3 
3 

  

Fr wood, § $34 75; charcoal, $9: ‘a5 
Soa 
Staonery and printing | soho 

Total . $60 

  

      
  

Taste XX.—Deaths in the course of the Year. 

  
  | 

Disease, 
or 

other cause 
of Death. 

tence, Senter ec State 

Term a1 

be
fb

re
 D
ea
th
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Da
te

 
of
 

Ad
mi
ss
io
n.
 

H
o
w
 

lo
ng

 
in
 

ri
so

n 

Health 
imprison: on Admission. 

ment, 

  
10 days                           
  

COUNTY PRISONS. 

Tables XXL and XXIL no record. 

Tapiy 6 XXILL— Officers’ Salaries, Fees, Emoluments, etc. 

Nature of Fees and. 
Emolumente, 

and Amounts thereof. 

! 
{ » When Names. ! | Appuinted, 

i nts a piece wash’g, rep. cloth’g, Keeper |! Man. 1, isia - bedd us. elez jail and court. j 
3200 u year for 

Jolin J. Rossman 

—j__ 

for each pris. when disch., 

' 
J} 
| Eldzidge Simpson | Physic’ Nov. (545 * and medicine, av jo 

i S100 per annom, | 
me woe 

Tables XXIV. and XXV. no record, 

Pasue XS VL.—ilisvelluncous Lapis ies as to the state of the Prison. 
Celis. 

OF: stone with woudea doors. 
; ; 17; & in the cellar utterly unfit for use, | ept as receptacles for filth, 

7 feet wide, 7 feet high, and 8 feet long. 

- 

Number of ceils or rooms. 

Dimensions of them. 
Average temperature. 
How lighted. 

By 8 windows. How warmed. 
; BY coal stov How ventilated. 

Tu no manner. . oo : § Built with court-house and ublic offices, 
Cost of construction of pri on, 

Pp * 
ms mon prs cost of all, $30,000. Cost of each cell. 

How many confined in one cell. 

o
P
 
N
e
r
e
E
 

Geuerally one, sometimes three or more 
ai a time. 

None but Bible and tracts, gratuitously 
supped. 

—
 

mw 
So 

» What books for prisoners. 

2. What classification, 
: 

ticted, except at keeper’s_ will. 
ners’ friends allowed free inter- course, oheu without pres. of keeper. « Clothing, how often changed, : weel . Clothing” any uniform dress. XN 

3. Visitors to prisoners. 

j | . How often fed, and where. { 5 Three thnes ji pua., twice in winter,— 
1 ¢ ig vowmnion or in cells, at choice. * Su apply of water, and how used, (hough tor drinking and washing. ing, how often changed. Once a week 

Taste XXVIL—Statisties of Crime. 

{ Totad. 

. nace | tate. | . | White, For. 

! 
erate, | Temperate : : : | 

Intemperate . 
| Married 
Single 
Having families 

| Had trades previous to impris, 
w
o
e
 

oe
 2
0 

to
 a
e ni D

o
h
 

o
e
 

Work’g at trades when arrested 

Vote—No return of the nature of the offence, ete.  



COUNTY PRISONS. 

WHITESBORO’ JAIL, ONEIDA COUNTY. 

In this prison there are five persons confined —four male and one femalo—all await: 

ing their trials; all white, and four temperate and one intemperate. / This ve son is ery 

badly constructed—low and ill-ventilated, dark and filthy. One room, in particu! ar, 

am which were confined a young man of 20, and a boy of 14, looked as if it had not 

been cleaned for years. The stench and atmosphere of this prison were very bad. The 

prisoners are supplied with food twice a day. The building is old, having been in use 

z ears. 

 etwen two rooms, one occupied by two desperate-looking rowdies, and another by 

a female, there wasa hole dug through the wail by the prisoners, so that they might see 

each other and hoid conversation. The jailer said it did no good to mend the walls, for 

they were sure to dig them out again. - . 

The whole number of commitments for the year 1845, was 173; aver , 

16 or 17; number committed the present year, up to August 21st, is 84; number of 

rooms in this prison is 8, in all of which the greatest number ever confined, af any one 

time, is 45. The rooms are small, and the ceilings low. JOSEPH McKEEN. 

in prison, 

JAIL AT ROME. 

Here are seven rooms, in tolerable order, and ouly three prisoners—two male and 

one female—awaiting trial. Though better kept, this house has the same faults of con- 

struction with the prison at Whitesboro’. . 

The whole number committed during the last year, 125; average, 34; number com- 

mitted the present year, up to August 21st, is 39. The largest number confined in this 

prison at any one time is 23. JOSEPH McKEEN. 

UTICA PRISON, OR HOUSE OF DETENTION. 

There are connected with the watch and police of the city of Utiea four rooms, or 

cells—three of them in a low basement, under a market, having no possible way for 

the breath of heaven to reach their tenants but through small apertures in doors con. 

necting them with a larger rovm. occupied at night by the wateh. The atmosphere of 

these small rooms, or cells, it is presumed, must, on many occasions, be once breat! ne 

before the prisoners get the use of i These rooms were very dirty. There were no 

i ' fined here at the time of our examination. ; 

er there ie n0 prison in this great and wealthy county of Oneida that is creditable te 

them asa people. They have not, it seems, been able to fix upon any one town tre 

could gain the common consent as a full shire; hence the want of suitable county build- 

ue i rt i inati . W. Bulkley, of Albany, 
J was accompanied and aided in these examinations by J . y> ne 

and J. N. McElligott, of this city, whose zeal in the canse of philanthropy should ce 

known to this and similar institutions. JOSEPH McKEEN. 

SENECA COUNTY PRISON. 

I visited the Seneca county prison, at Waterloo, and found but one inmate—a native, 

ee—for intemperance and disorderly conduct. 

58 years ae the lady ot the sheriff, acting as the deputy of her husband, says that no 

commitments have been made, within the last year, for any other cause than Intemper- 

ance. She promised to request her husband, who was then absent from home, « make 

a report of all the commitments, and circumstances connected with them, in conformity 

with our blank reports, which I left with her. 

  

COUNTY PRISONS. 403 

T have noticed, by the papers, that Mr. Adams has since died. We shall probably 

get no returns for the past year. R. REED. 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY PRISON. 

The Westchester prison is situated in the town of White Pliins, in a central part of 

the village, on the main read. [: is a large aud commodious building, uearly new, built 

of wood and stone, and very well adapted to the purposes of a county prison. The 

prison cells are comiortably heated by steam pipes, similar to those of the house of de- 

tention in New-York; ail there was an ele of cleauliuess and comfort about the build- 

ing highly commendable to the keeper. 

The cells are built of steug, with close wooden doors; and I observed the outside 

door, leading to the main prisva, was also built of wood. The location of the cells, 

however, is such as almost to preclude the possibility of escape—the place of confine- 

ment Lemg in the busemeut. in the central part of the building. The cells are about 8 

feet loug by 6 feet wide, aud poorly coustructed fhy preper ventilation. 

The bedding cousisted of straw inatiresses und woollen blaukets, which appeared 

clean and comifurtabie. 

The ceils for females adjoin those of the males, but women are very rarely incarcer- 

ated here. Respectfully snbmitted, 

JOHN H. KEYSER. 

NEW YORK CLPy PRISON. 

We regret that the chairman cf! the sub-committee, appointed to examine this prison, 

has lost or mislaid the statistics of his examination, se that we have not been able to 

recover them in season for this report. This is the more to be regretted, as this is one 

of the largest prisons in the United States, and many interesting facts would uo doubt 

have been presented ina record of its cxemination. At this moment, however, we 

can only supply its place by a general statement of such facts as we have been able to 

evilect, deferriug to another year those minute statistics which can only be gathered 

with much diligence and patient investigation. 

From an examination of the books of the prison, we discover that the whole num- 

ber of commitments for the past year have been—males, 9,000; females, 5,409: total, 

14.409. 

Crimes.—Felony, 1,918; assault and battery, 1,792; vagrancy, 2,819; intoxicatiou, 

6,631; for examination, 1,249, 

Of these, 6,631 were five day prisoners; 102, ten day prisoners; 36, twenty day 

prisoners: and 107, thirty day prisoners. Thns showing that the whole time lost in 

prison by drunkards, within the year, amounts, in days, to 904 years. It further 

appears, from the records of this institution. that out of 1,800 committed during the 

past year for theft, 31, cr one-sixtieth of the whole number, were committed for thefts 

of sums of, or under, 124 cents; that 85, or about one-twentieth were for sums less 

than 25 cents; that 213, or one-eighth, were for sums of 50 cents and under; that 

443, or one-fourth, were for sums of, or less, than one dollar. Connected with the 

halls of justice are various station houses, two of which are, in fact, prisons, where 

many of the five day prisoners serve out their sentences. Besides these, many other 

prisoners are confined here for terms varying from two to ten or fifteen days, and yet, 

as we understand,”no provision is made for their sustenance and support other_ than 

bread and water.‘ Certainly the plan of keeping prisoners at these station houses for 

so long a time, should be abandoned, or they should be provided with more substan. 
tial diet. 

Ne 

 


