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Senate Bill 1112-10
UNIVERSITY SENATE

UNVERSITY AT ALBANY
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

Introduced by: UAC

Date: March 5, 2012

URBAN STUDIES AND PLANNING, FACULTY INITIATED INTERDISCIPLINARY

IT IS HEREBY PROPOSED THAT THE FOLLOWING BE ADOPTED:

That this takes effect for the spring 2012 semester.

That this proposal be forwarded to President George M. Philip for approval.
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August 30, 2011

Dean Elga Wulfert

College of Arts and Sciences
University at Albany

1400 Washington Ave
Albany, New York 12222

Dear Dean Wulfert,

The Department of Geography and Planning is pleased to submit this proposal to
formalize the Urban Studies and Planning, faculty initiated interdisciplinary Bachelors of
Arts degree. At the April 27, 2011 Faculty Meeting, the department faculty unanimously
agreed to submit this plan for review and approval by Faculty Senate, Dean of Arts and
Sciences, Provost and President of the University at Albany.

As you may recall, the Geography and Planning faculty approved the proposal, our
Interim Chair, Dr. Catherine Lawson, requested input from the Department Chairs of
CAS at the April 13, 2011 Council of Chairs meeting. The discussion was positive,
though limited. In addition, there has been no negative feedback from any affected units

If you have any questions or need additional information regarding our proposal, please
do not hesitate to contact David Lewis, Director of the Urban Studies and Planning
program. Thank you for time and effort in this matter.

Sincerely,

David A. Lewis
Associate Professor
Director, Urban Studies and Planning
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College of Arts and Sciences Course and Program Action Proposal No.  11-1070
Please check one: I:l Course Proposal Program Proposal

Please mark all that apply:
New Course Revision of: - Number Description
Cross-Listing - Title Prerequisites

Shared-Resources Course
Deactivate/Activate Course (boldface & underline as

Other (specify): Program of study

Department: _Geography & Planning Effective Semester, Year: Fall 2012
Course Number Current: New: Credits:
Course Title:

Course Description to appear in Bulletin:

Prerequisites statement to be appended to description in Bulletin:

If S/U is to be designated as the only grading system in the course, check

This course is (will be) cross listed with (i.e., CAS ###):
This course is (will be) a shared-resources course with (i.e., CAS ###):

Explanation of proposal:

Change from Faculty-Initiated Interdisciplinary Major with a Concentration in Urban Studies and Planning to Full
Departmental Major in Urban Studies and Planning.

Other departments or schools which offer similar or related courses and which have certified that this proposal does
not overlap their offering:

Chair of Proposing Department Date

Christopher J. Smith

9/14/11

Approved by Chair(s) of Departments having cross-listed

course(s) [Copy of e-mail approval on following page.] Date Dean of College Date
Christopher J. Smith Gregory Stevens/Edelgard Wulfert
9/9/11
11/22/11
Chair of Academic Programs Committee Date Dean of Undergraduate or Graduate Studies Date

Pinka Chatterji
11/10/11
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Department of Geography and Planning

Date

August 23, 2011
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Introduction

The Department of Geography and Planning has administered a successful, faculty-
initiated major in Urban Studies and Planning since 1995. We propose here to change the
program to a full departmental major.

The University at Albany is strongly engaged in research and education in a host of areas
germane to urbanism including public policy, urban and regional planning, regionalism
and economic development, environmentalism and globalization. A full disciplinary
major in Urban Studies provides undergraduates with a natural entrée into this wealth of
intellectual opportunity at many of our institutional peers. Both urban studies (in the
liberal arts) and the professional disciplines of urban and regional planning have emerged
as popular and substantial academic disciplines in American universities, with recognized
professional associations, congresses, journals, book series, and educational and research
practices. The Department of Geography and Planning has had a Masters Program in
Urban & Regional Planning since 1982 (it was fully accredited by the Planning
Accreditation Board in 1999). The department has been the administrative home of a
successful faculty-initiated major in Urban Studies and Planning (USP) since 1995.

The USP program has proved very popular and has grown steadily. It has contributed
significantly to the overall mission of the Department of Geography and Planning, to
General Education, and to interdisciplinary initiatives within the University, including
Environmental Sciences, Information Science, East Asian Studies, and other fields,
through joint appointments, cross-disciplinary research and teaching, and other linkages.
Particularly important is the range of opportunities the USP major provides for students
to engage in research related to urbanization and urban planning, and in internships,
studios, and other “hands-on” engagements with the local community.

Although both the existing and the proposed USP programs are liberal arts majors, our
students have greatly benefited from the fact that the department also houses a fully
accredited, professional, graduate planning program. This fact, which differentiates the
program in the region and is reflected in its name, has proved particularly attractive to
students over the past decade. In 2009 the number of full and part-time declared majors
was 60). Over the past five academic years, the program has averaged 17 graduates per
year.

During the same time (1997-2010) the department’s faculty has grown from 10 to 13 with
a commensurate increase in the range and depth of our collective expertise in urban
studies. However, the recent budget climate has resulted in the loss of one senior faculty
to retirement and a junior faculty to relocation. Still, now is the appropriate time to move
the major forward to departmental status to ensure its long term survival, strengthen the
University’s mission to be an engaged university, to expand the potential of the program
and to improve the student learning experience through restructuring the curriculum as
well as expanded advisement. Furthermore, recent occupation trends indicate that the
field of Urban and Regional Planning is expanding and considered among the best
current and future careers." The increasing visibility of the discipline should result in

1 U.S. News and World Report (2009 and 2010)
http://money.usnews.com/money/careers/articles/2010/12/06/best-careers-2011-urban-planner. Accessed
April 1, 2010.
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increased demand. Formalizing the major will enable the Department and University to
meet this demand and contribute to the goal set forth in the University’s mission
statement.

We have been strongly encouraged in developing this proposal in discussions with the
College of Arts and Sciences since the time of the University’s Compact Planning
process. The idea was also strongly supported in the external Program Review of the
Geography and Planning completed in May 2006.

In developing the proposed revisions to the program we have been particularly careful to
preserve and enhance four strengths of the existing faculty-initiated major that were
underlined in our recent external review.

® General Education Along with other Geography and Planning courses,
departmental USP courses make an extraordinary contribution to multiple
categories of the University’s General Education program. The restructured USP
program will do the same.

® Cognate Coursework The University at Albany offers a wealth of urban-related
courses across several departments and schools. The cognate portion of the
existing USP program encourages students to explore these opportunities. The
revised program requires the same number of cognate credits, but does so in a
more flexible way, allowing students to tap into rapidly changing course content
in cognate disciplines.

® Community Engagement All programs in the Geography and Planning
Department have been very successful in encouraging students to work on
internship, studio, and field projects in local communities. The revised USP
program formalizes this Community Engagement requirement in a way its
predecessor did not.

e International Focus Department faculty possess exceptionally wide international
experience in East Asia (particularly China), Latin America, Europe, and Canada.
These strengths are reflected in their research accomplishments, in cross-
departmental affiliations (for example with EAS and LACUS, in the Urban
Studies and Planning curriculum (e.g. GOG 225, PLN 320), and by participation
in interdisciplinary endeavors such as the Globalization Studies Major.

Because the existing USP program has matured and succeeded for over a decade as a
faculty-initiated major, we are requesting expedited review as specified in the SUNY
Handbook for the Submission of Undergraduate Academic Program Proposals.

Program Proposal
The proposed Urban Studies and Planning Major is designed for students interested in a

liberal arts education focusing on urban and suburban environments, and on urban,
community and neighborhood development, with both a local and a global focus. The
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program of study mixes conventional classes with fieldwork, computer-based learning, and
internships, and it requires considerable awareness of international, multicultural and policy
issues. Students with training in Urban Studies and Planning are prepared to enter careers in
housing and community development, real estate, local and state government, local economic
development, or local planning. They can pursue further study in graduate or professional
schools to specialize in city and regional planning, urban geography, public policy, real
estate, architecture, or landscape architecture

The Mission of the Program

The learning objectives the proposed departmental USP major are as follows:

To develop in students:

¢ A knowledge of urbanism and urbanization as historic, geographic, social, and
cultural processes.

¢ An understanding of the historical development and contemporary condition of
US cities and metropolitan areas.

¢ A comparative understanding of global patterns of urbanism and urbanization,
stimulating global awareness and knowledge of the role of urbanization in global
change.

* An introduction to the principles and practices of urban planning, in the United
States and other parts of the world.

¢ A multidisciplinary understanding of urban related issues growing from exposure
to the disciplines of Geography, Planning, and at least one cognate field.

To provide for students:
* A multi-dimensional participatory learning experience, combining conventional
classes, fieldwork, and independent study.
= A strong exposure to analytical methods, including statistics, GIS, and remote
sensing.
= Access to career training, networking with area planning professional, and other
resume-enhancing opportunities.

Students in the program will benefit from our bidisciplinary department in many ways.
Through our graduate planning program advanced majors have direct access to some
first-year graduate planning offerings in shared-resources courses (400-500 level). They
also benefit from a departmental culture including many full-time graduate students in
planning engaged in a variety of highly visible projects including studios. Similarly, they
benefit from the presence of undergraduate and graduate students in the various fields of
Geography and Geographic Information Systems, and from faculty deeply engaged in
many varieties of urban, regional, international, and environmental research.

Distinctive assets of the Department of Geography and Planning in accomplishing
program goals include the following:

» Strong engagement of full-time senior faculty in all levels of undergraduate
education, both for our majors and for General Education constituencies.



5e8d7a16deb0ef8f92dc07d3ade052de.docx
Page 9 of 62

» The incorporation of expert local practitioners as adjunct faculty and instructors in
areas such as transportation, planning law, environmental planning and analysis,
and a variety of GIS (Geographic Information Science) applications;

» Aggressive development of opportunities for students to gain direct experience in
research and professional practice, through the major’s internship program.

» Emphasis on the use of innovative technology, provided in large part by the
department’s experts in the fields of GIS, GPS (Global Positioning Systems),
remote sensing, and statistical methods.

» Introducing students to the unique resources and opportunities the Capital Region
provides to gain practical and professional experience though internship, studio,
and similar programs.

» Recognition that, although Geography and Planning is (and has been for many
years) the natural departmental home for USP, a variety of urban-oriented
coursework is available in other departments and schools at the University. Within
the constraints set by colleagues in these programs, we strongly encourage USP
students to explore these courses through our cognate requirement.

The USP Program and the University’s Strategic Goals

The USP major lies at the heart of the Department of Geography and Planning’s efforts to
serve the larger undergraduate community of the University at Albany. This service is
multi-dimensional, occurring through the courses offered, the joint appointments of the
faculty in other departments on campus, the cross-listed courses, the contributions to the
General Education Program, and various other disciplinary and interdisciplinary
endeavors. In addition, the community based research agenda, internships, coupled with
the department’s collaboration with local professionals, all levels of government, and
community partners create a unique learning environment and forwards the University’s
vision to:

“put knowledge and talent to work through diverse collaborations to
benefit the people and communities of the region, state, nation and
world.”

Through the USP program, the faculty in the Department of Geography and Planning
work to promote:

» Enhanced understanding of places, cities, regions, environments, and the
processes of globalization, migration, and social and cultural change in
geographic context.

= Access for qualified students to instruction in widely applicable analytic tools
such as GIS, global positioning systems, remote sensing, image analysis and
cartography.

» Improved skills in oral discourse, writing, statistical analysis, and information
literacy.

» Better understanding of how the methods and approaches of the natural and social
sciences are brought to bear on urban, environmental, and regional issues.
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= Appreciation of the distinctive contributions of geography, urban studies, and
planning, and an understanding of their place in the academic and professional
division of labor.

The USP major addresses directly the problems of metropolitan areas, especially the
Capital Region and the New York Metropolitan Region, which is an important component
of the University at Albany’s long term mission. The major has been successful in
providing outreach opportunities and for the most part it has attracted socially and
politically-conscious students who want to change the nature of the environment they live
in.

Another important goal of the University at Albany involves reaching-out to minority
populations in the Capital Region and other metropolitan regions in New York State.
There is a high concentration of minority populations in the large metropolitan regions of
the state, especially inner-city areas, and Albany’s USP major creates important new
opportunities in that regard. Two of the most significant of these are: the USP major
provides an attractive option for minority students and has been relatively successful in
recruiting students, many of them from the state’s urban centers, into the program. In
addition, many of the courses within the USP major allow students the opportunity to
learn about and discuss a variety of issues related to ethnic diversity, both in the local and
the global context. In a broader sense, the USP major is one of the few programs at this
University that truly allows and requires students to "think globally” while acting
“locally" and it strongly supports the University’s effort to become engaged with the
community.

Proposed Degree Requirements for the Major in Urban Studies and Planning [Proposed
Bulletin Copy]

More than 80% of the American population lives in metropolitan areas. The Urban
Studies and Planning Major is designed for students seeking a deeper understanding of
these metropolitan communities: cities, suburbs, and the urban way of life with all their
problems and opportunities in the 21* Century. The program of study mixes conventional
classes with fieldwork and computer-based learning, and it requires considerable
awareness of international, multicultural and policy issues. Core and cognate courses
open up many perspectives on cities for students within the liberal arts, but the program
also provides students with a strong introduction to urban and regional planning.
Graduates are well equipped to pursue graduate work in urban affairs and several liberal
arts disciplines, or to enter professional degree programs in city and regional planning,
public policy, real estate, architecture, or landscape architecture; or directly to pursue
careers in housing and community development, historic preservation, local and state
government, regional economic development, and environmental planning.

General Program B.A.: A minimum of 36 credits including (see table1):

Five core courses (15 Credits) as follows: USP 101 (=GOG 125), USP 203
(=GOG 225, GL0225), USP 201 (=PLN 220), USP 202 (=GOG 220); plus one
methods course chosen from the following list, or as advised: USP 385, GOG
390, GOG 414, GOG 479, USP 456 (= GOG 496), USP 324 (=GOG 324), USP
452, GOG 480, GOG 484, GOG 485, GOG 498.
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12 credits of elective courses chosen from the following: USP 266 (=GOG 266 =
GLO 266), USP 315, USP 321 (=GOG 321), USP 320, USP 330, USP 328
(=GOG 328 =WSS 328), USP 425, USP 426, USP 430, USP 436, USP 443, USP
449, USP 451, USP 452, USP 460, USP 475, USP 480 (=GOG 480), USP 485,
USP 497

3 Credits of community engagement work chosen from the following: USP 437,
USP 474, USP 476, USP 490, USP 497.

6 credits of cognate coursework: as advised, chosen from upper-division urban-
related coursework in departments outside G&P including but not limited to:
Anthropology, Economics, Education, History, Political Science, Public
Administration and Policy, Sociology, Latin American and Caribbean Studies,
Women'’s Studies, Environmental Science, and selected courses in the Humanities
(including English and Art).

Continuity of Courses and General Education Offerings

All the courses listed in the requirements above are extant, and no changes in their
General Education designations are envisioned. (Curriculum development plans for the
new major are discussed below).

Approval of the major will involve a new undergraduate course prefix, USP. It will
replace the PLN prefix on all undergraduate courses. This change is reflected in the
courses listed above. Thus USP 201 will replace PLN 220. With this one exception, the
numerical portion of current PLN courses will be the same in their new USP versions (see
table 1).

The prefix PLN will be retained for graduate-level planning courses. Thus a shared
resource course such as Urban Design (currently PLN 475/575) will now appear as USP
475/PLN 575.

At present three courses with GOG prefixes are required in the USP major. USP versions
of these courses will be offered, while retaining the GOG prefix as a cross-list, thus: USP
101 = GOG 125, USP 203 = GOG 225, USP 201 =PLN 220, USP 202 = GOG 220.
Where appropriate GOG cross lists will also be retained in elective courses. (e.g. USP
480 = GOG 480).

Advisement and Mentoring

The proposed USP major will be unrestricted, and students will be recruited to it in the
usual fashion, through outreach and publicity in ASC/US, in our own lower division
courses, and through appropriate efforts at “feeder” schools to attract transfer students
directly into the major. At present the Department of Geography and Planning uses a
“centralized” model of advisement: the program directors of each undergraduate
program advise most or all declared majors in that program unless they choose to be
advised by another faculty member with whom they happen to have worked closely.
These advisors perform all the traditional functions of advisement: general mentoring,
orientation to the major, substantive and procedural advisement in the major, supervision
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of many internships and orientation to the career world. Our student opinion survey
suggests it would be better to disperse advisement more widely among faculty, at least to
the extent of encouraging students to seek counsel and perhaps formal advisement from
faculty for whom they feel a particular personal or intellectual affinity. Currently, only
the USP Program Director provides advisement. As part of the formalization, a minimum
of two Department of Geography and Planning faculty will be responsible for advising
the USP majors and minors.

We should note that the proposed USP program addresses one concern that students and
faculty expressed in our recent Self-Study. Because of the relatively rigid structure of the
cognate requirement in the existing program, and because the department has no control
over the frequency and timing of course offerings in other departments, an unnecessarily
large amount of advisement time has been spent helping students fulfill the requirement,
or helping them find intellectually acceptable alternatives. The more flexible structure of
cognate courses in the proposed major will help mitigate this problem.

The advisors for the existing USP program have played a significant role in encouraging
the students in the major to consider taking specific courses that can provide them with
“transferable skills” that will be useful to them in their future careers. The most important
of these over the years have been courses that provide quantitative skills, including
statistics, computing, GIS, GPS, and remote sensing, all of which are useful as on-the-job
skills and attractive to potential employers. Other courses that have proved to be useful
to USP majors have been internships with a variety of private and public agencies, both
locally and in the region. Students typically explore all available opportunities
themselves, often using information or contacts provided by the advisor or other faculty.
Then the advisor usually steps in to oversee the process: discussing what will be done
with the supervisor and generally making sure that the student will be doing valuable
work during the Internship. At the end of the semester the supervisor and the advisor
would normally have another conversation to discuss how well the student had performed
his/her duties, including a consultation about the final grade for the course (most
internships are S/U graded).

Department Faculty Engagement

The department of Geography and Planning is a bidisciplinary department in which all
thirteen faculty are involved in both graduate and undergraduate teaching. Some faculty
teach primarily in the graduate Planning program and some primarily in Geography. But
Planning faculty also teach undergraduate USP courses, several people who primarily
work on the Geography side are urbanists, a reasonable number of courses are cross-
listed (GOG=PLN), and in addition some GOG and PLN courses are accepted as
“cognates” in the “other” discipline. Moreover, faculty engagement with one or other
departmental program has historically changed over their careers. For these reasons, we
make no effort to associate a specific subset of our faculty with the new USP program.
The following is a list of all our faculty indicating their areas of research and teaching
interest, and which USP, cross-listed, or cognate courses they teach.

Full Time Faculty Engagement with the Major
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II. Full-time Faculty with Primary Appointment in Geography and Planning, by
Appointment Date, Rank, and Tenure Status

Professor

Ray Bromley, appt. 1985, AICP, PhD Cambridge University, Professor:
Metropolitan and Regional Development Strategies, Community Development and
Neighborhood Change, Micro-Enterprise Promotion, Planning History, Latin
American Cities.

John S. Pipkin, appt. 1974, PhD Northwestern University, Distinguished Service
Professor: Quantitative Methods, Urban Design, American Landscape History,
Symbolism, and Ideology, Built Environment, Urban Geography.

Christopher J. Smith, appt. 1980, PhD University of Michigan, Professor and
Undergraduate Urban Studies and Planning Program Director : Urban Social
Geography, East Asian and especially Chinese Cities.

Roger W. Stump, appt., 1982, PhD University of Kansas, Professor: Cultural
Geography, Geography of Religion, Quantitative Methods, North America.

Associate Professor (with tenure)

Gene Bunnell, appt. 2004, AICP, PhD London School of Economics and Political
Science, Associate Professor: Land Use Planning and Growth Management;
Planning Practice; Central City Planning; Infrastructure Finance and Privatization;
Case Studies of Planning Effectiveness; Story-telling in Planning. [Case for
continuing appointment in process, Spring 2006]

Youqin Huang, appt. 2001, PhD, University of California, Los Angeles, Associate
Professor: Population Geography, Economic Geography, Urban Geography,
Feminist Perspectives in Geography, Contemporary China, Asian Cities,
Transitional Economies.

Andrei Lapenas, appt. 1996, PhD State Hydrological Institute, St. Petersburg,
Associate Professor: Climatology, Climate Change, Quaternary Paleogeography,
Soils, Russia.

Catherine T. L.awson, appt. 2000 PhD Portland State University, Associate
Professor and MRP Program Director: Travel Behavior, Freight, Archived
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Data, Community Development &mp;
Housing Issues, Land Use and Transportation Planning, Spatial
Analysis/Geographic Information System (GIS) Applications. [Case for promotion
and continuing appointment in process, Spring 2006]

David A. Lewis appt. 2003, PhD Rutgers University, Associate Professor: Regional
Planning Theories and Techniques; Brownfields Redevelopment; Innovation,
Globalization and Economic Restructuring; and Urban and Regional Economic



http://www.albany.edu/gp/people/faculty/pages/lewis/lewis.html
http://www.albany.edu/gp/people/faculty/pages/lawson/lawson.html
http://www.albany.edu/faculty/alapenis/index.mht
http://www.albany.edu/~yhuang/
http://www.albany.edu/gp/people/faculty/pages/bunnell/bunnell.html
http://www.albany.edu/~rws32/
http://www.albany.edu/gp/people/faculty/pages/smith/smith.html
http://www.albany.edu/gp/people/faculty/pages/pipkin/pipkin.html
http://www.albany.edu/gp/people/faculty/pages/bromley/bromley.html
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Development.

James E. Mower, appt. 1987, PhD State University of New York at Buffalo,
Associate Professor and MA Program Director: Geographic Information Systems,
Automated Cartography, Parallel Processing, Augmented Scenes.

Assistant Professor

Corianne Scally, appt. 2007 Ph.D., Urban Planning & Public Policy, Rutgers
University, Assistant Professor: State and local housing policy and programs,
Community development, Community-based organizations, Interest group
coalitions, Policy innovation & diffusion.

[Case for promotion and continuing appointment will be presented Fall 2011]

Core faculty teach the majority of courses in the major indicating a high level of
engagement (see table 2).

IT1. Biographical Sketches of Faculty
Full-time Faculty (alphabetical order)

Ray Bromley joined the Department in 1985 and was promoted to the rank of Professor
in 1987. He holds joint appointments with the Department of Latin American, Caribbean
and U.S. Latino Studies, and with the Public Policy Program. He was born and educated
in Britain, and has been a naturalized US citizen since 1994. Before moving to Albany he
was on the faculty of the University of Wales Swansea for ten years and with a Syracuse
University and USAID Technical Assistance Mission in Peru for three years.

Ray’s BA, MA and PhD are all in Geography from Cambridge University in England.
His doctoral studies on regional marketing systems in Ecuador explored interdisciplinary
areas, mixing geography, planning, anthropology and history. Before he completed his
doctorate he was hired to teach social and regional planning at the University of Wales
Swansea, and after the doctorate was awarded he completed a series of United Nations
planning consultancies in Latin America. At Swansea he directed the Masters Program in
Social Planning, and also established and directed a new Masters Program in Regional
Development Planning. All of his work there was oriented towards international
development, and he played a leading role in founding the Development Studies
Association and in building links with ILPES, the Latin American Institute of Economic
and Social Planning. His early research focused mainly on marketing systems, regional
planning, urban poverty, casual labor, informal enterprise, entrepreneurship and
subcontracting.

Since moving to Albany, Ray has redirected much of his work towards the history of
ideas in planning and development, and towards housing policy, community development
and neighborhood planning in the United States. Unlike most planning historians, who
concentrate on land-use planning and the built environment, he also has a strong interest
in socio-economic planning ideas, and in rural, regional, national and international
planning. He has been a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners since
1992. He has directed the Master of Regional Planning program for two extended


http://www.albany.edu/faculty/jmower/
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periods (1991-1999 and 2002-2005) and steered it through initial accreditation in 1999
and successful reaccreditation in 2004.

Fluent in Spanish and “functional” in Portuguese and French, Ray has lived nine years in
Latin America. In 1997 he was a Senior Fulbright Fellow at the National Engineering
University in Lima, Peru, and he has also taught courses at ILPES Santiago, CENDEC
Brasilia and other institutions in Latin America. He has taught additional courses at the
London School of Economics, the Beirut Arab University and the Bandung Institute of
Technology, and he will soon be the first UAlbany faculty member to teach at RPI in a
new inter-institutional faculty exchange.

Ray has authored numerous scholarly articles in journals and edited books. His books
include Planning for Small Enterprises in Third World Cities (1985), and Casual Work
and Poverty in Third World Cities (1979). With Gavin Kitching he edited Routledge’s
Development and Underdevelopment book series, and he serves on the editorial boards of
SUNY Press and the journal Planning Practice and Research. His current research is in
two main areas: the post-1940 physical transformations of Albany and the Bronx; and,
the history of ideas in planning and development. Key ideas currently under study
include rural reconstruction, linear cities, third way ideologies, ekistics, “national
projects”, and planning for decline.

Gene Bunnell Gene Bunnell, Ph.D., AICP is a planning educator with a unique
combination of knowledge and experience, whose teaching and research is informed and
strengthened by years of experience as a planning practitioner. Gene earned his Masters
degree in City and Regional Planning from Harvard University’s Graduate School of
Design in 1969, and a Master of Public Health degree from the University of Michigan in
1970. After two years of working in a health planning agency in Buffalo, New York, he
joined the planning staff of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Communities and
Development, Office of Local Assistance, and was put in charge of preparing planning
studies and plans for a number of Massachusetts communities. In the course of working
in various communities, and encountering older, deteriorated areas with vacant or
underutilized old buildings, he became interested in and knowledgeable about historic
preservation and adaptive reuse, and researched and wrote Built to Last: A Handbook on
Recycling Old Buildings, which was published by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation in 1977. He also wrote an Innovative Project grant proposal on behalf of the
Massachusetts Executive Office of Communities and Development, which obtained
$178,000 in funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Office of Policy Development and Research, for the establishment of the Massachusetts
Building Reuse Project, which he directed. Over a three year period, the Building Reuse
Project prepared detailed building reuse Action Plans for four communities (North
Adams, Southbridge, Haverhill and Lawrence), and produced a research report titled
Removing Obstacles to Building Reuse at the Local Level.

In 1980, Gene Bunnell became Director of Planning and Development for the City of
Northampton, Massachusetts, and during his tenure there the city’s downtown was
revitalized and transformed. While serving as Northampton’s Planning Director, he also
taught planning-related courses at Smith College, Hampshire College, and the University
of Massachusetts-Ambherst, Department of Landscape Architecture and Regional
Planning-- and the idea of pursuing an academic career took root.
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He began studying for a Ph.D. in Planning Studies in the Geography Department of
London School of Economics in 1989 — which was made possible by an Overseas
Studies Scholarship Grant from the Principals and Vice Chancellors of the Universities of
the United Kingdom, as well as a scholarship from the American Friends of London
School of Economics. After earning his Ph.D. degree, he joined the faculty of the
Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
where he taught for six years. After returning back east in 1998 so that his wife could
accept a position in New York City, he taught planning courses in the Urban Studies
Program at Vassar College, and at the New School University. He also undertook a major
research project (involving a nationwide survey of urban planners, over 150 in-depth
interviews and extensive field research) uncovering and documenting the ways in which
ten different American cities were shaped by planning. The product of this research,
Making Places Special: Stories of Real Places Made Better by Planning (Planners Press)
was published in 2002. He joined the faculty of the Department of Geography and
Planning at the University at Albany as Associate Professor in the Fall of 2003.

Youqin Huang Dr. Huang received her Ph.D. in Geography from University of
California, Los Angeles in 2001. Since then she has been a member of the Department of
Geography and Planning and a Research Associate of Center for Social and Demographic
Analysis (CSDA) at State University of New York, Albany. Her research has mainly
focused on two areas: one on housing, residential mobility, neighborhood change and
urban structure, and the other on migration and urbanization. She also has a regional
focus on China. In the area of housing, Youqin studies decision-making in housing
behavior, and how residential mobility and housing choice influence the urban landscape
and commuting pattern. In addition to housing behavior and residential mobility in the
U.S. and U.K. and the role of gender, race and life cycle, Dr. Huang studies the profound
market transition in China and its impact on housing consumption and provision. She
finds that housing condition and homeownership have improved significantly in the
recent decade in urban China; yet, she finds housing inequality is increasing and an
unprecedented residential segregation is emerging. She also finds that despite the
increasing importance of market forces, the socialist institutions persist and continue to
affect housing behavior. In the area of migration, Huang studies the spatial pattern and
dynamics of female migration and the occupational attainment of female migrants in
China. She finds that Chinese women, constrained by both socioeconomic and
institutional factors, utilize marriage migration to access economic opportunities brought
about by the economic reform. She also finds that gender, together with the socialist
institutions, affects female migrants' occupational attainment at the destination.

Currently, Dr. Huang is involved in five projects. First, she is studying
migration/mobility in the U.K. using the British Household Panel Survey data. With her
collaborator, she is studying the effect of family migration and residential move on
women’s participation in the labor market. Because of the intertwined relationship between
long-distance migration and short-distance move, they are also studying the dynamic
decision-making between the two processes, and they hope to bridge two often separate
literatures (one on migration, the other on mobility) for a better understanding of the
decision-making. Second, Dr. Huang is conducting a longitudinal research on housing
behavior in China. While most of the limited research on housing in China focuses on
the recent reform era, Dr. Huang is trying to study housing behavior and residential
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mobility in both the socialist era and the reform era, which will demonstrate the
importance of political economy on housing decision-making. Third, Huang is studying
gated communities in urban China. With housing privatization and increasing housing
inequality, wealthy gated communities are emerging rapidly in Chinese cities; yet, they
have a very different root and social and political construction. Dr. Huang is conducting a
comparative study of gated communities with those in the West, hoping to provide a
broader framework to incorporate empirical evidences from different regions. Fourth, Dr.
Huang is studying housing inequality and residential segregation in China, using both
census data and information collected through fieldwork. Funded by the AAAS and NSF,
Dr. Huang visited Hong Kong Baptist University during the summer of 2004 and
established collaborative relation with Professor Li, an expert on housing studies. Five, Dr.
Huang is involved in a collaborative project on housing reform and socio-spatial
restructuring in China. With collaborators from Hong Kong, the U.S. and U.K., she is
studying recent census data of China and is preparing to conduct a multi-city survey in
China.

In addition, Yougqin has been actively involved in the Urban China Research Network
(UCRN), an international multidisciplinary organization to promote research on urban
China and to foster the next generation of China scholars. As a member of the
International Advisory Board and a member of the Steering Committee, Dr. Huang (with
others) organized and oversaw several rounds of small grant competitions, several
conferences and workshops, and two research working groups.

Andrei G. Lapenas Andrei was born in 1958 in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg),
Russia. His interest in science was triggered at the age of 14 by a wonderful book, The
Living Sea, written by the French explore and engineer Jacques-Yves Cousteau. The
fascinating stories about exploration of oceans literally dragged him into the science of
oceanography. In 1975 Andrei enrolled in the Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) University
in the Department of Geography. One year later he declared his major in oceanology and
during the next 4 years participated in sea expeditions to the Baltic, Northern, and
Norwegian Seas, Southern and Central Atlantic, the Bay of Guinea, and Canary Islands.

After graduation Andrei jointed the Department of Climate Change at the State
Hydrologic Institute. Two of his Ph.D. advisors in this institute- the founder of physical
climatology, Professor Mikhael Budyko, and atmospheric physicist Dr. Nora Buytner-
suggested that after Ph.D. studies Andrei should concentrate on the impact of fossil fuel
burning on the global carbon cycle and climate. An understanding of the global carbon
cycle dynamics is the key to future forecasts of the atmospheric concentration of carbon
dioxide and the prediction of global greenhouse warming. In 1980s, many carbon cycle
scientists tried to resolve the so-called “missing sink” problem. At that time Andrei and
his co-workers investigated carbon cycle in World Ocean, but were unable to identify any
additional sinks of atmospheric carbon in marine ecosystems. Therefore, in 1990s, Dr.
Lapenas brought his attention to the continental biota and terrestrial cycle of carbon. This
interest in the interaction between atmosphere and living organisms made Dr. Lapenas
appreciate the importance of soil as a mediator of many of these processes and that it is a
very important component of the entire climate system.

During the past 13 years Dr. Lapenas worked in the United States at New York University
(1992-1996) as a post-doctoral fellow under the famous oceanologist and atmospheric
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physicist Professor Martin Hoffert, and since 1996 as an assistant, associate professor at
the University at Albany. At SUNYA, Dr. Lapenas teach and perform research in the
Department of Geography and Planning and in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences. Dr. Lapenas is an author of more than 50 papers in such journals as Nature,
Climate Change, Global Change Biology, Global Biogeochemical Cycles and others. His
work was supported by such federal agencies as the National Science Foundation, United
States Forest Service and Environmental Protection Agency.

Catherine T. Lawson (Ph.D., Urban Studies/Regional Science, Portland State
University, 1998). Dr. Lawson has extensive training and real-world experiences in
computer applications and applied statistics. Her undergraduate education in Economics
and Accounting at Western Washington University, and her graduate work at Portland
State University in Economics and Regional Science, provides her with a wealth of
knowledge on the use and state-of-the-art practices in these areas. Her experiences as a
practicing planner for the City of Portland, in Portland, Oregon, were focused

on statistical applications as well. She developed a number of methodologies used to
determine the appropriate protection of environmentally sensitive areas and in the
utilization of land. She is able to introduce students to the use of computers and statistics
using these real world datasets and reports.

Dr. Lawson has a strong background in transportation research and planning, including
ground-breaking survey work with the freight community, the use of microsimulation
modeling for transportation planning, transit planning and alternative transportation
planning, including bike and pedestrian modes. She gives her students hands-on
opportunities to learn how to use the various software applications, particularly
transportation modeling packages such as VISSIM and TRANSIMS. She

recently introduced PLN 545 Transportation Technology Practicum to the

MRP Program. In this course, students use a variety of technologies, including global
positioning systems (GPS), open source and ESRI geographic information systems (GIS)
and new software being developed in her Regional Economic Freight Informatics
Laboratory (REFIL). The WIMWEB research project is being funded by the Federal
Highway Administration, and was mandated by Congress to examine the impact of very
heavy trucks in Vermont and Maine.

Dr. Lawson is responsible for Transportation Planning, with a substantial contribution
from Jeff Olson (a nationally recognized expert in Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning). Dr.
Lawson communicates the importance of understanding the impact of infrastructure
development on the quality of life for community members. In addition to traditional
transportation planning techniques, she also emphasizes the need to plan for specific
modes, including trucks, ferries and emerging forms of transit. She incorporates micro-
simulation applications to transportation planning and provides students with hands-on
experience with transportation modeling software and national data sets. Students are
encouraged to include transportation courses at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI)
through a joint-program agreement.

David A. Lewis Before he joined the University at Albany as Assistant Professor in
2003, David Lewis was a Post Doctoral Fellow for the National Center for Neighborhood
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and Brownfields Redevelopment at the Bloustein School, Rutgers University. In 2009
Dr. Lewis achieved the rank of Associate Professor. Dr. Lewis’ research interests have
focused on the intersection of innovation, regional development and environmental
change, technology business incubation, brownfields redevelopment, the economic
development of mature industrial regions, and the evaluation of public policy. David
holds a Ph.D. in Urban Planning and Policy Development and Master in City and
Regional Planning from Rutgers University, as well as a B.A. in U.S. History from
Rutgers University. Currently, Dr. Lewis is working various research projects include: 1)
A national study of business incubation for the U.S. Department of Commerce; 2) a
regional sustainability plan for the Capital District; 3) a transfer of development rights
program for two non-profit organizations and 4) a guide book for developing scenic
byways. Recent publications: include The Incubation Edge: How Incubator Quality and
Regional Capacity Affect Technology Company Performance published with National
Business Incubation Association, a literature review for the U.S. Department of
Commerce on technology business incubation practices and evaluation, a national survey
to benchmark technology incubators in the U.S. and explore the role of geography in the
performance of technology incubators, a feasibility and implementation report for a food
technology center with a shared—use kitchen incubator, and the potential for small, rural
metropolitan regions to foster, attract, and retain technology entrepreneurs for the
Department of Energy. In addition, Dr. Lewis has been called to testify to the U.S.
House of Representatives regarding the efficacy of business incubation.

James Mower Dr. Mower’s path to academic geographic work led through a network of
seemingly disparate but ultimately reinforcing interests. In his undergraduate studies at
the State University College at Geneseo in 1973, he worked toward a degree in English.
At the time, his interests in American Transcendentalism led him to explore of its roots in
eastern philosophies, especially Taoist and Confucian traditions, and from there into a
study of Chinese poetry and then the language itself. Jim’s focus gradually e