W

R 0\
SRR

Vol. IV, No, 1 TSKANDALON" October 1k, 1965

EDITOR'S PREFACE - Paul Tillich, who is certainly one of the western world's
best known and most influential theologiams, was to have spoken at the State
Tniversity of New York at Albany this coming Sunday afternoon. With this in
mind Skandalon decided to launch its first issue of the new year with several
articles dealing with his thought. Word has now came that Professor Tillich
will not be with us due to a heart attack, (Once before he was to have spoken
at Albany State but had to cancel out because of health reasons. Is there some-
thing about Albany we don't know?) Since the articles are worthwhile in and of
themselves, we carry them nonetheless and commend them and him to your con-
sideration,
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PAUL TILLICH ON THE DEATH OF GOD

by James G, Ward

One of the great cries heard among students in our colleges and uni-
versities is the emphatic, "God is dead}" For Paul Tillich this is an almost
senseless statement, for it would violate the very definition of the concept
of God, Tillich equates God with being or the ground of being; without God
there is no being, no existence, Paul Tillich does not, as other theologians,
say that God is a being, but rather that God is being., This is not a pan-
theistie philosophy, but an answer to the metgﬁhysical question, This is only
one step in Paul Tillich's stairway to Christianity. Because of his brand of
liberal Christianity, Tillich is almost a heretic in some Christian circlese
Tillich does not really mix with the self-satisfied suburban church that is
prevalent in our society., Tillich's appeal is not to the orthodox, complacent
Christian, but to the person who is still looking for the answers.

The central point-of Tillich's religious outlook seems 1O be suwmmed up
in the first sentence of the first volume of his Systematic Theology, "Theology,
as a function of the Christian church, must serve the needs of the church,"
Very often, in Christian practice, the converse seems to be true, the church
serves the needs of the theology., According to Tillich, the Church's main
task is serving the needs of today, not venerating the happenings of an age long
past, Theology must speak to man in connection with the present situation, not
speak from a situation of the past. For those who follow & theology that
speaks only from a situation of the past, maybe their God is deade To Tillich,
God is very much alive; being is alive,

When speaking of the Bible, Tillich sees two inseparable sides to this book,
It is both "divine self-manifestation" and the way this divine self-manifestation
has been received by men, Tillich disagrees with what is known as " fundamental-

- istic" Christianity because he claims that this branch of Christianity has ignored
this latter facet of the Bible altogether,

Paul Tillich, as I have already stated, defines God as being. Thisy, Tillich
says, makes God infinite. A God who is a being, no matter how many superlatives
are attached to his name, is finite; he is governed by all the classitications
of finitude, He may be called the highest, greatest, supreme, or most perfect
being, but this still, in no way, implies infinity. This only elevates God
above all others, but leaves him finite, God as being-itself cannot be finite,
here is the infinite God, How can "being" possibly be finite? Then, we cannot
refer to God as being the "essence of life" because he supersedes all essence,
This concept of God as being, Tillich places in the category of "ontology," He
says that ontology is the center of all philosophy, the quest for what 1s being,
what is Gods -

This is only a brief introduction to the theology of Paul Tilliche His
numerous writings or Tillich in person can quench those who thirst for moree.
Biblical Religion and the Seavch for Ultimate Reality, The Religious Situation,
and Systematic Thenlogy ave a few of his move familiar works. Tillich is not
difficult to read, but is even more rewarding in person, Many of his written

works are merely records of his numerous lecturese Tillich gains much in
personal contact; Tillich has much to offer, If you are looking for an ivory-
tower intellectual, you will not enjoy Paul ‘Tillich, If you are, on the other
hand, seeking a man with a vibrant message, 1ook here,
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IS THEOLOGIAN PAUL TILLICH A PHILOSOPHER?

by Robert F, Creegan
Chairman, ,Philoscphy Department

The editors have given me a mcdest assignment, They have called upon me to

describe and to evaluate the theol-zy ard “he philosophy of Paul Tillich in a
few wall chosen wosds, This is quite Zmpossible, but that is no excuse for re-
maining silent aboub co problemstical a man as Professor T1111echs  He himself

hag safforall mane ol The ah 5 have destroyed either the faith or the
sanity of meny of cur gonbewrorarcisg, And he has a stronger faith, yet one of
such a natwe that some of his sritics would prefer no faith at all, His faith
is din a Waod-be ¢ God of Theisme" All very strange.

When Pan® Tiilich first came to America as a refugee from fascism and mili-
tarism in cen'ral furope, he spoke of our need t6 look for caves or catacombs,
like those inhabited by persecuted Christians in the times of Nero, He seemed
entirely literal and serious in this adviece, I heard him speak to a small group
at Duke University just before World War II, and perhaps his despair was justi-
fied to a large extent, A decade or so later, in his book The Courage to Be,
Tillich describes a new faith, born of despair and nihilism, but in some sense
transcending them, How, it might be asked, would a person in despair find
strength in anything as abstract as "the God beyond the God of Pheism?" To
what God is prayer directed?

It is instructive, however, to not analogies, or even perhaps logical
isomorphisms between seme intellectual operations of Tillich and those per-
formed by important historical philosophers, Even the Rationalism proclaimed
by Descartes was a faith in a type of reasoning that could survive the collapse
of some of the rational distinctions insisted upon by an earlier rationalism,
And, Kant's "practical reason" affirmed the identity, the uniqueness, and the
intrinsic value of persons in difiance of his own doctrine of the limitations
of scientific understanding in relation to any ultimate problem, Tillich finds
in the courage to adopt the vision of nihilism evidence for that which refutes
the doctrines of nihilism,

His intellectual moves even have a kinship to Godel's celebration of logical
reasoning via a theorem proving certain of its limitations, while exhibiting
certain of its unsuspected powers. In short, Tillich has some of the intel~
lectual style of historically pivotal thinkers outside the field of theology.
The man is indeed a philosopher, but whether he is in his own person historically
pivotal is a quite different question, The latter question is beyond the scope
of the present discussion, My own guess would incline towards the negative,
but on questions awaiting the verdict of history one guess could be '"as good

as another,"
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AN INSIGHT INTO THE CHURCH OF THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

by Brenda McQueen

Although this is a university without a chaplain and a chapel, many oppor-
tunities do exist for Christian worship, discussion, service, and fellowshipe

Central to these activities is a congregation of students and faculty, or-
ganized under the name of the Church of the University Communitye Each Sunday
at 9:45 a,m,, there is a service for all Protestants, with students leading in
lessons and prayers and faculty sharing in preaching. At 11 a.m. a service is
held according to the Book of Common Prayer of the Episcopal Church, Both
services are held in Chapel House, a large house on a hill overlooking the New
Campus, Only a short walk from the New Quad and with bus service available from
the Alumni Quad, Chapel House provides a friendly "togetherness" atmosphere for
its congregation,

At Chapel House each person is an individual in his own right, yet interacts
with the group. Fveryone has an epportunity to participate in the services in
which students show concern for church and woerld by offering prayers for each.
Faculty members also become a part of the service by sharing the responsibility
of preaching. Chapel House itself is an old building with a quiet, peacetul, and
yet friendly atmosphere about it, This is a place where one can go with friends
and, in a relaxing, thoughtful aura, forget the bustle of our university life,

Perhaps the aspect of the Church of the University Community which is most
important to us as students is that it seeks to concern itself with the lifee of
a university, Its major emphasis is on the renewal of Christian worship and
fellowship in the modern day, It aims toward an understanding of the Church and
how it can have meaning for each of us, In this organization each student, even
though a "number" in a large university, is an individual,

The Church of the University Community is "of" the students, not merely "for'"
them, All it is able to do is accomplished only because students and faculty
come together into one single group.
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THE GREEK-UTCPIA

Greek Views of Greek Life
Assembled by Erenda McQueen and Sandy Themson

A freshman at college finds himself faced with many questions deeper than
he has ever come in contact with before, He asks himself what he wants from the
future; what 1life means to him; what he expects to gain from his college experiemce,
-Bvenivally he must decide whefher a vital part of his life here should be devoted
to Greek 1ife, In this issus we would like to present the views of several Greeks
. on the meaning of sorority and fraternity affiliation:

"This year modern dorms have replaced most of the old houses where State
Greeks conducted their mectings, held their open houses, practiced for the
Christmas sing, buil* iheir homecoming floats, and carried on many aspects of
SOr g1ty ardhale i it S ead

However, tha "nowness" of Greek residences has not changed the old tradi-
tions, Crecks arve still holdinz cpen houses and building floats despite rather
craried conditionse The old spirit has not been lost, and new ideas are being
formed to keep up with the growing vniversity community. .
ing Greeks on campus: s that of the formation

One’ of these hew ddeas ‘coucers
of new scrovilies ani fraterniti=s at Albanye Plans are still in the talking
oul wibh the increased eur-limert it seems that some action must be taken
re sorordty and iraterniny affiliation possible, ALl Greeks hope.to.
this yesar, mere thau ever before, in order to aid in the initiation
tics, Therefore, the coming year might well be

s R T e Qi
of new sorovities aad.-fratemiliis

'The Year of the Gresk' at State"
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"The Greek on this campus leads a life of many facets as do most other ?
students of the university, However, the Greek life is also unique in that it
is a "select" group on campus, As I gaze out of my "glass house" at t he world
I find that I look at it in the view of a person who belongs here, I am among
friends who have accepted me, and will continue to be close friends in thg
distant future, I find the life enjoyable in most senses, disappointing in
sane, buk wholesome in all, "

"Ihe 'Greek life! offers many opportunities for self-discovery and service.
It is a composite of the larger university community, in which basic associations
can be made, and from which more universal associations can be createds It is,
in the most basie sense, a more tangible means through which a person can "come
to grips" with soclety on a large scale. It is not, as many think, a closed
circle of frlends, but an ever-widening one,

The 'Greek life! offers to one a group of friends, and equals, close enough
that you can discuss, without fear, peftinent issues, and distant enough that
you can be an individual,

Social Greek organizations are, like all else in life, give and take. It
s through organizations like this that one learns to get along with other,
people of differing viewpoints, Through the society, one is able to serve,
throngh community projects organized within the society, the entire university
and, in a broader sense, mankind, There are social functions, but social
functions planned and carried out by the individuals within the group.

In conclusion, the Greek life is one way of becoming relavant to socie?y,
through association with andworking for, a more tangible part of the intangible
wholes It is one important way of developing into a complete, mature, and
responsible persong"

"It is difficult to generalize from one point of view and even more
difficult to step outside of one's environment, However, this article may be
better for it,-

Genarally, the person who is a member of a frateinity or sorority is an
active person—--both socially and "extra~curricularly." Members of fraternal
organizations tend to be active within their groups as well as iu school~wide
activities, such as student government, various clubs, and yes, even in honoraries.

The Greek may be in search of prestige, an easy social life, friendship, a
feeling of belonging, or whatever else one may be looking for, Whatever being
a Greek means for ezah individual, he or she does lead a unique sort of existence
on this campus, A stiong "wo—t'oelding” develops concamritantly with deep and
lasting friendships, ILiving and interocting on a daily basis with one's close
friends adds something to a person's stay on this campus which may very well be
difficult to achieve otherwise, Even a "beer pavty” can be more fun when it is
with your brothers or sisters,

This article is not a spiel for frateinities and sororities; if it was it
would have been written differently. It has been, however, an attempt to point
to some of the aspects of Greek life on this campus,™” :
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GREEKS, oont'd,
"There are many meanings to Greek life, It means a place to call home-~

a place where you know you will always find someone who is close to youe It
means friends—~semeone o talk to when you are lohely; someone to go shopping

or down %o dimner witl., Tt ir 2 helping hand when you are in trouble; someone
to iaugh srith whon you axe hzgpye  ALL this is priceless in a University that
125 enziia 80 inkuma

- 4na other hend. dororiwy 1ifc is not a Utopia; it i1s not an end in it-
self. I toink life wonld oe very barren if a Greek were to give up outside

contacts for the sake of the Greek group; I feel that probably I would leave
my sorority before I would give up my outside commitments and activities that
- form an ‘mocrtant pert of rv Life here, I do not mean by this that I care

pottiian Jop cevomiies 172, Jather T think college life should be a time for

Me P abe . ot L2 venefits of outside commitments should be made a part
of i+ acr ity cagaasny snd sorority ideals carried over into all the contacts
of  Betey

ED:C0n%a POLIGRTPT w the pust v i7 this paper is to provide a common ground
for simtoe ootn sides o ap simcaeni.  Having presented the Greek viewpoint, we
WO aemimer? nde wetocals s Tatan Tl g Sln g ssendent viewpoint,
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’ Discussion groups for students interested in relating
Christian thought to modern life,

‘ Wednesday, 8 peme, "The New Life," with Professor
Thomson Littlefield and the Reve William Small.

Thursday, 9 peMs, "The Secular City," with Professor
David Heal and the Rev, Frank Snow,

Meet at the Flag Room, Dutch Quad, ALL WELCOME,

SKANDALON '65-166

Skandalon is a bi-weekly journal of news and opinion, published by Campus
Christian Council, and is now in its fourth year. This year'!s Skandalon has, at
present, 2 small and neophyte staff which consists of four studentss Sandy
Thomson, Brenda McQueen, James Ward, and Steven Brockhouse.

In this, our first issue, Skandalon has chosen to conern, itself primarily
with two questions. The first of these is the theology of Paul Tillich, Tillich,
always a controversial figure, is one of today's leading liberal thinkers among
Protestant theologians, By discussing Tillich's theology we hope to introduce
him to many readers and stimulate their thinking on religion, (As mentioned in
the Editor's Preface on page one, Tillich was to speak here on Sunday, The sad
news he will not reached us only yesterday.)

Our second topic is a university issue: fraternities and sororities, So
far this year little has been said in defen@e of these organizations and since
Skandalon feels all sides should be allowed to express their opinions, members
of fraternities and sororities of SUNYA have been asked to speak for themselves,

Both students and faculty are invited to contribute to Skandalon. Articles,
poems, "letters to the editer," etc., can be sent to one of the above-named
staff members via student mail or left at the Campus Ministry Office, 501 State

Street,
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THE GOLDEN EYE -~ A Coffee House for Students and Faculty

Friday, October 15, "Berkeley, the Issues”

A discussion rélating events at the University of California
at Berkeley to life at the State University of New York at Albany.

With a faculty-student panel including Vice President for Student
Affairs, Clifton Thorme, Professor Morris Berger, Mr. William' -
Gross, and Mr, Harold Lynne, with Professor John Rosenbach as
moderator,

THE GO LDEN WY E.L, 020 Mad s Avenues...Nine to Midnighteesesocsese



