
WALTER, THAYER & LONG 
LAW OFFICES 

ONE COLUMBIA PLACE 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207 

(518) 462-6753 

January 22, 1988 ANITA THAYER 
LANNY &. WALTER 
MARY JO LONG 

Lucretia M. Diggs, President 
YWCA 

28 Colvin Avenue 
Albany, NY 12206 

Re: YWCA TRIBUTE TO WOMEN 
Nomination of Eileen Kawola 
39 Academy Rd., Albany, NY 
Phone: (h) 438-0309; (w) 462-7197 
me ey eke Ot Sa RS nk a tt om tne i ln me 

Dear Ma. Diggs: 

This nomination of Ms. Eileen Kawola is submitted on behalf 
of the Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism. 1 
can be reached at the above number during the day, and at 
462-2542 weekends and evenings. 

Eileen Kawola is a true treasure and asset to our 
community. She is a person who personifies ~- both in her 
volunteer work and in her employment -- a person dedicated to 
the YWCA Impecative; i.e., the elimination of raciam. 

Eileen's primary political and emotional commitment is to 
the Street Academy in Albany's Arbor Hill where she has taught 
for 15 years. Her teaching is purposeful and enthusiastic. She 
is intent (and adept) at reaching students who have been labeled 
failures, incapable, having behavioral problems, etc., and who 
have been cast off by a traditional educational structure. 
Eileen believes she makes a difference by "breaking through" to 
her students -- and by reaching out to the whole student. Not 
one of her former students (there are over 1,000) ever believed 
that they were not important to Eileen. See attached excerpt 
from the newsletter of SUNYA's Afro American Institute. Besides 
teaching a variety of required and elective Social Studies 
classes, including studies on apartheid and the Holocaust, 
Eileen has worked effectively with her students to develop 
social learning skills -- communication, mutual respect, 
confidence, etc. Eileen has also taught drama and worked with 
her students on a myriad of other projects -- including a nearly 
annual dramatic presentation -- usually produced for Black 
History Month. Eileen is regularly involved in bringing her 
students into the community -- by inviting them (and 
transporting!) them to various community activities,... a 
Channel 10 interview show, a conference on current Black issues, 
a Harry Belafante concert, etc. 
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Capital District Coalition 

Against Apartheid 
and Racism 

Box 3002 ~ Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

July 20,1987 

Albany Community / Police Relations Board 

Room 254-M City Hall 

Albany, NY 12207 

Dear Board Members: 

Along with other individuals and organizations, the Capital District 

Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism paid close attention to the recently 

completed Mckever trial in federal court. Our understanding is that the 

Albany Police Department has not imposed discipline upon Officer Valerie 

Von Dollen Burke, despite the fact that the federal court jury found her 

liable for violating the constitutional rights of the McKever family. 

We are writing to ask the Community / Police Relations Board to take action 

in regard to the failure of the Police Departmen to respond adequately 

and appropriately to the outcome of this trial. Some background is provided 

below for your information. 

Proper functioning of a police department can only occur if officers 

re disciplined when they have committed a wrongful or illegal act. The 

Albany Police Department conducts its own internal reviews of complaints 

of misconduct and comes to its own conclusions based on these investigations. 

However, the existence of internal investigations does not provide a basis 

for ignoring the existence of other procedures. One such alternative procedure 

is the commencement of civil suits by aggrieved citizens. The Police Department 

should regard court decisions against police officers as conclusive proof 

of the officer's wrongdoing even if the prior internal investigation had 

come out with a different result. 

Officer Valerie Von Deilen Burke has, to our Knowledge, twice been 

Found liable in federal court for violating the civil richts of Albany 

residents. Yet, to our knowledge, she has never been disciplined by the 

Albany Police Department for her conduct. In September, 1984, then federal 

district court judge Roger Miner found Officer Von Dollen Burke liable 

for assaulting a 51 year old, 4'11" tall, Black woman with a five cell 

flashlight. (Keves vy. City of .tbany, 594 F. Supp. 1147 [1984] ). Judge 

Miner awarded $5,000. against Von Dollen Burke and stated that, "the force 

applied to Mary Keyes by Officer Vor. Doilen was unprovoked, unnecessary 

and clearly excessive. In fact, there was no need for the application 

of any force whatsoever .. ." (894 F. Supp., at 1154.) In the Mckever 

Von Dollen Burke was found liable for violating the Fourth Amendment 
Lf 
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Community / Police Relations Board 
July 20, 1987 
sina 

There are several disturbing similarities between the Keyes and Mckever 

cases. Both cases involved violations of the civil rights of Black residents 

of Albany by a white officer. Both cases resulted in verdicts against 

Von Dollen Burke but not against other officers sued, indicating that these 

verdicts are not the result of "anti-~police" judges and juries. Both cases 

resulted in the City of Albany spending money to compensate citizens for 

the wrongful acts of Von Dollen Burke. And, in what can only be described 

as a bizarre commonality, neither case resulted in disciplinary action 

being taken against Von Dollen Burke. 

We are troubled by the similarities mentioned above, as we are also 

troubled by the fact that an Albany Police officer has twice been found 

liable for violating the rights of Albany citizens. We do not understand 

why Von Dollen Burke is still permitted to patrol the streets of this City 

when it is possible that she will injure other citizens and cost the City 

more money. We also do not understand how the Police Department could 

announce immediately after the Mckever verdict that there would be no further 

investigation and no disciplinary action taken. Doesn't the Police Department 

take federal court verdicts seriously? Isn't the Department concerned 

about potential future violations of the rights of citizens by this officer? 

Isn't the Department worried about the potential cost involved in allowing 

Von Dollen Burke to continue to patrol our streets? 

We ask the Community / Police Relations Board to demand that action 

be taken by the Police Department to protect the safety of our citizens 

and the integrity of the City's budget by disciplining Von Dollen Burke 

and taking steps to keep her off of the streets. How can the community 

have confidence or trust in the Police Department if the Denartment refuses 

to deal with proven ‘bad apples'? 

We thank the Community / Police Relations Board for your attention 

to this important matter. We have asked our representative on the Board 

to pursue this issue through introduction of an appropriate resolution. 

Very truly yours, 

Vera Michelson, Co-Chairperson 

Merton Simpson, Co-Chairperson 



Capital District Coalition 
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Capital District Coalition 

Against Apartheid 
and Racism 

Box 3002 — Pine Hille Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

8/18/87 

Yvette Scarlett 

80 Clinton Ave 
Albany,N.Y. 12210 

Dear Yvette, 

On behalf of the steering committee and the Coalition we would like 
to welcome you to your new steering committee position. Over the time that 
you have worked with us you have demonstrated leadership skills and a genuine 
desire to participate in the antiapartheid, antiracist movement. 

We are convinced that you will be able to make a significant and meaningful 
contribution in your new leadership role. 

We are all looking forward to working with you on a regular basie as the struggle 
continues. 

VIVA ANC VIVA SWAPO 

Vr CW peletgon 
VERA MICHELSON COCHAIR 

oiler berate 
MERTON SIMPSON ‘COCHAIR 

C.C Steering committee members 



Capital District Coalition 

Against Apartheid 
and Racism 

Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY¥ 12203 
October 7, 1987 

E. J. Josey 
University of Pittsburgh 

School of Library and Information Science Ruilding 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15260 

Dear E.J., 

How nice to hear from you. I hope all goes well with you personally. 

Thank you for seeking our input regarding the questionnaire approach to the 

South African Libraries which are affiliated with the IFLA. 

While the IFLA survey might be well intended, it clearly runs counter to any 

denends that ave caning from within South Africa. In fact, this kind of approach gives 

une impression that reforms undec apartheid are desireable when in fact they are 

only cosmetic. 

Bishop Tutu himself has said that Blacks do not want the chains of apartheid, 

they want to get rid of the chains. One only needs to read statements of the ANC, 

the UDF, the Congcess of South African Youth, COSATU, etc. to see that the demand 

is for complete sanctions - ie., no celations of any kind with apartheid institu- 

tions. Libraries in South Africa, without question, fall under that category. 

The demand for sanctions covers any sports, culture, eductional and scientific ex- 

chage. 

I would even take this argument further by saying that the recent conference 

in Hacace on Children, Repression and Law has clearly shown that children in South 

Afcica are not going to libraries. They are being detained and tortured in great 

numbers. When they ace celeased many cannot see, iet alone read. 

Apartheid must be destroyed not reformed. If the IFLA were to outright drop 

South African institutions from its membership until aprtheid is dismantled, this 

move would be hailed in the international! community. 

I know this response sounds harsh, E.J., but the concrete facts about what is 

going on inside the country, the escalating repression and brutality of the apart- 

heid government have brought things to this level. I hope this framework will be 

helful to you in your discussions. More information on sanctions can be obtained 

from the United Nations, TransAfrica and the American Committee on Africa. 

Your friend in struggle, 

Mra Phechberr 
Vera Michelson 

Co-chair 

Pronnneyeene rn 



Dear Member, 

We hope you found the first study group with Sean and ShobpA 
and the meeting with Vick/ challenging. 

We are holding these study groups because everyone seems to 
agree that in order to fight the battle we need to be better 
equipped. It is our hope that in this way we will be building a 
stronger foundation which will strengthen the anti-apartheid, 
anti-racist movement in the Capital District. 

For our November 15 study session, Mojaki Thulo will be 
returning to Albany. Many of you will remember our commrade 
Mojaki from the Youth Section of the ANC (African National 
Congress). She was in Albany in June as part of the ANC/Swapo 
Women’s Tour. Mojaki says that she will love coming back to 
Albany to see her friends again. The basis for our discussion on 
November 15 will be the Freedom Charter (enclosed). 

The Freedom Charter was adopted by the people of South Africa 
in 1955 at a conference in Klipton sponsored by the ANC. The 
Charter continues to serve as the basic document of the ANC and 
the people of South Africa. It has been formally "re-adopted" 
many times over the past 30 years, most recently by Cosatu and 
Sayco, (the major trade union and youth formations in South 
Africa). Please review the Charter carefully and think about it 
in the context of how it can truely work and be implemented in a 
free South Africa. 

In addition, we will discuss some controversial isues so that 
we can be better prepared to respond. For example: 

La Is the ANC a communist, terrorist organization? 

2 What is tribalism - Does it exist in South Africa? In 
what form? 

2. Has the apartheid regime been successful at creating 
permanent divisions by race? Are there alliances 
between racial groups in the struggle, and what is the 
strength of those alliances? 

You may have other questions or thoughts. Please bring 
copies of the enclosed Charter with you. 

If you are coming please call Anne Mattai immediately at 
436-0974. We are taking a count. If you can bring food or need 
child care, please tell Anne. 



See you at Mike’s house: 
Sunday, November 15 at 3: p.m. 
Note the 3:00 starting time. 
Mojaki has to take a bus at night. 

Towards a free South Africa, 

V."Mike" Michelson Merton Simpson 

Enclosure 



Lucretia M. Diggs 
Page Two of Two 
January 28, 1988 

For many people, a hard day on the front lines of teaching 
would be enough, but Eileen does not rest on her professional 
contributions. 

Eileen's understanding of oppression and recognition of the 
debilitating effects of racism resulted in her decision in 1982 
to join the Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid & 
Racism. Little did we know that when Eileen walked into one of 
our meetings in 1982 and said she would like to do a little work 
the Coalition was getting its most dedicated volunteer ever. 

Eileen is a member of the Coalition Steering Committee, our 
newsletter editor (most recent newsletter is enclosed), the 
designer of most of our graphic materials, and the author of our 
fund-raising letters. She 18 a tremendous contributor to the 
boring, tedious, behind-the~scenes tasks that no one in an 
activist organization really has time to do, i.e., check the 
mailbox, type correspondence, collate and assemble the mailings 
to our mailing list of 1,000, etc., order supplies for the 
literature table, etc. She is also actively involved as a 
leader in our organization. Her opinion and advice are sought 
after and respected. She has played an important role in regard 
to deciding what issues the Coalition becomes involved in, the 
appropriate tactics we should apply and the development of an 
overall strategy. 

In addition to Eileen's teaching and service to the Capital 
District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism, Eileen is a 
member of the YWCA Black History Essay Committee. As a member 
of this committee, she edits selected essays for television 
showings. She is also a member of the NAACP, the Coordinating 
Committee of the Social Justice Center, Women for Racial anda 
Economic Equality (W.R.E.E.), the Capital District Council for 
Social Studies, and Albany Public Schools Teachers Association. 

A motivating reason for this nomination is so there can be 
some acknowledgment publicly of Eileen's tremendously 
significant ongoing activities. What is remarkable is that, in 
apite of all of Eileen's efforts and contributions, she is not 
known for her contributions -- she has labored under a cloak of 
anonymity. 

Thank you for your consideration of Eileen Kawola as our 
candidate for YWCA Centennial Tribute Honoree. 

Sincerely, 

Anita Thayer 

AT :mebh 



Street Academy Tries 
To Keep Spirits 4 gh 
Against Great Oads 

Lilian G. Tillman 

The 10€-vear rick 
school house at 165 Clinton 4 A Dany, 
may be historic, but itis not tew ale. lis 
cethngs are aking, doors r é ard pant 
peeling. The stucignis hav¢ mm) cafeteria, 
gymnasium or laboratory — most 

igh schools take for gru #t, the 
populauon of this 19th-cencin, y:7 re has 
a decidedly upbeat, 21st-ser.or. acicude 

“We feel we have o> «ay to go 

Larry Prince 

CUNY, NYC Education 
Board Pursue Various 
Steps Against Problem 

Editor's Note: School dropouts 
constitute one of the state's and the nation's 
most agonizing problems and, despite an 
array of remedies—some tried and some only 

pi 

Some perspective on il, the following is a 
review of several anti-dropout measures in a 
single jurisdiction—New York City 

about—the problem remains. To gain 

In Néw York City, a three-program 
eflort to prevent dropouts is jointly funded by 
the City University of New York (CUNY) and 
he Board of Education 

The first program is the Student 
Mentor Program, in which CUNY students 
serve as academic, vocational and cultural 
role models for at-risk high school students 

The second program is the Middle 
College High School Program, designed not 
only to help identify probable dropouts but 

Jents for careers and college. 
The thd program is the College 

also to groom sti 

Now Program, offering high-school seniors 
free college credits to stoke thou interest in 

gher education 

The Student Mentor Program's 
goals are to show students that there are other, 
better alternatives to dropping out: to help 
them develop goals based on these options; 
and to provide them with the coping, learning, 
and communication skills necessary for fin 
ishing school 

The program's administrators say 

Gaston Cancer 

they realize that it is virtually unpossible fora 
one-semester intervention to have a marked 
impacton the overall dropout rate in the City’s 
schools, but by keeping its goals specific, the 
Mentor Program has been shown to have a 
positive effect on students: more of them are 
willing and able to stay in school. 

Middle College High School 

The Middle College High School 
Program is a public alternative high school on 
the campus of LaGuardia Community Co} 
lege (LCC). Middle College students spend 
10th, 11th, and 12th grades in the school, with 
each year divided into trimesters. All students 
work on one internship each year, spending a 
third of each academic year on a job 

Students qualify for a 
diploma when they complete the New Yor 
State requirements. (The time necded to 
achieve this vanes with each § 

After 10th prs 

lent.) 

students may 

with permission of their counselors, enroll in 

free college classes at LCC Cradit for these 
courses is banked for U.cir college require 
ments, and they can amass as much as one 
year of college credits white sul) in hugh 
school 

Faculty cours ts ensure (aut stu 

dents meet the 1 essary requirements for 
both high school graduation and college en 
trance, while achieving valuable work experi- 
ence at the same time 

College Now 

The College Now Program, for 
high-school seniors who are undecided about 

IS ait at whether or not to go to coll 

encouraging them to further thei formal 
education, with an offer of one free college 
credit course per semester, in business, sci 
ences, or the humanities 

Another part of the program is 
geared for students who would like to attend 
college, but who may need help with basic 
skills before they can start working towards a 
degree. In the spring of their junior year, they 
take a College Skills Assessment Test. Based 
on the results, college counselors help each 
student devise a course of study appropriate to 
his or her individual needs. 

In addition to taking one college (or 
college-preparatory) course per semester, 
each participating student takes a one-credit 
college course covering areas related to the 
general college experience, such as study 
techniques, time management, and career 
planning. Students can thus earn up to seven 
college credits in their senior year—<com- 
pletely free of charge. 



as 

Albany School Battles Dropouts 
(Continued from p. 3) 

but up,” says Lillian G, Tillman, principal of 
the instinition—the Street Academy, a public 
high school for students at risk of dropping 
out. Ninety-five per cent of the Academy's 70 
students are African American. Most are 
wansferred from other schools, where they 
have experienced emotional, scholastic or 
social problems impeding advancement. 

In the last year, a controversy has 
ensued over the search for a new building to 
house the Academy. The Board of Education 
of the Albany School District has initiated « 
search for suitable quarters at an affordable 
cost, bul concerned parties have not been able 
to agree on allocation. The problem remains 
unresolved at this writing. as Street Academy 
parents, teachers and ocher supporters speak 
out increasingly on the necessity to meet the 
students’ needs. 

“One of our needs,” says Ms Till- 
man, “is that we don't ge: the students early 
enough todo the most with them. We get them 
when they're already i00 much of a problem 
for the other schools to handle.” 

Still, she noted, 75 per cent of those 
who siart the: senior year there go on to 
graduate 

The stories of two of those grado 
ates follow. 

Larry Prince. Class of '83, had an 
85 average at Albary High School with only 
two weeks to go in the 1950-81 school year 
There was no doubt i: ans one’s mind thai he 
would retum w Albany High in the fall, to 
excel both in his stud:es and on the football 
team. But it did not work out that way, 

His family moved to Virginia, and 
he had to go woo. But life in the new location 
was harder than in Albany, and 10 weeks later, 
the family was back in Albany. Larry was told 
he would have to repeat his entire sophomore 
year at the Sueet Academy, because of his 
failure to take his finals. 

As a football player, Mr. Prince 
now says, he learned never to quit, Thai 
helped him to make his decision to attend 
Street Academy, where he found a group of 
concemed, caring teachers. 

“They gave me good advice: to set 
realistic goals, devise a plan for achieving 
them, and stick to it no matter what,” he said, 
citing in particular the help of Dorinda Davis, 
who teaches African i tory, and 
social studies teacher Eileen Kawola. 

., “Eileen tod RW€ HGF and told me 
all about Affirmative Action and Equal Op- 
portunity Programs, the Tuition Assistance 
Program and other means that were available 

tw help me get through college and into a good 
career,” he said. “That gave me hope. 1 knew 
nothing about these things before that.” 

Ms. Davis, he added, aught him to 
be aware and proud of the contributions Afri- 
cans had made to American and world culture 
and civilization. She also helped him get a 
summer job with the state's Minority Busi. 
ness Intern Program. And when he started to 
have academic problems, she got him a per- 
sonal tutor, 

When Mr. Prince graduated in 
1983, he was the Academy's first recipient of 
an Albany City Schoo! District Scholarsh.p. 

He ts now attending Hudson Val 
ley Community College (HVCC), and work 
ing part-ume to ensure that he will have 
enough money to continue. In the summer of 
1987, he was 2 Recreational Aide at an Al- 
hany youth center, and a counselor with the 
Albany County Cocperative Extension. He 
Says he may want tc pursue a career inlaw, bu: 
he is leaving his opuons open, 

“Lew school is expensive,” he 
Says, “and when you set your goals, you've 
Ot to be realistic” 

one 

Gaston Car cer, Clase of °79. 1s part 
owner of CarCare Avtomonve Garage in 
downtown Albany He proudly shows visi- 
tors a rival gurage. across the street from his 
own house, that his neighbors drive past in 
order to take their cars to CarCare. 

“They know I'ma good mechanic,” 
he smiles. 

He des eloped his mechanical skills 
early. By the time Mr. Cancer reached high 
school, his interes! in mechanics had eclipsed 
his interest in studying. By the end of his 
Junior year, his auendance had become so 
Spoity that schoo! officials wid him he could 
either attend the Street Academy or drop out. 

At the Gime, Mr. Cancer did not see 
how finishing his academic coursework could 
help him geta job fixing cars. He credits Street 
Academy teachers inda Davis and Eileen 
Kawole with providing 
“——? “When you're trying to find out 
what's wrong with acar, there’s alot of places 
to look... you can't quit,” he Says, adding’ 

“Dorinda and Eileen told me that 
when you apply tor a po. if you're a dropout, 
the boss thinks you're a quitier. They also toid 
me thal more and more mechanics are high- 
schoo] graduates, so 11 would be hard to 
compete with them: for jobs without a degree " 

After graduating, Mr, Cancer be- 
gan majoring in automotive repair at Hudson 
Valley Community College. But it was not 
long before he decided to join the Army Na- 
tional Guard, which provided him with eigh 
weeks of excellent raining in diese) mechan. 
ies 

“The service was more my style,” 
he says. “In college, I read about it; in ihe 
Guard, Lived it.” 

He is now in the Reserves, and 
works full-time repairing trucks for the Cin 
of Albany He is also a city Democratic Par \ 
committeeman, ‘ 

His commmiment tw helping neople 
stems frum his experience at the Sireet Acad 
em), he said 

“HT had dropped ow of senaci Td 
probably suil be hanging oui on strcet comers, 
and not doing anything constructive.” 

Te help youngsters in the black 
community stay in school, Mr. Cancer would 
like to be a part-time high-school hall mor. 
tor. 

“Tdlike to try to give kids today tie 
same kindof guidance that] got," he says. “I'd 
like to try to set an example for thern, and give 
them some good reasons to graduate.” 

NS ere eneereseneneeereneennmsieennanmamaencenniee 

Roger Green on Technology 
{Continued from p. 2) 

“The Institute,” he concluded, “by 
Providing needed information serves as the 
light that can he!p in identifying and develop- 
ing those instances and issues and strategies 
that we, as a people, need to embrace in our 
lifetime," 

The Black and Puerto Rican Legis- 
lative Caucus was successful last summer in 
Procuring $200 million in funding for critical 
programs, initiatives and human service or. 
ganizations which deliver needed services for 
African Armenians and Hispanic New York 

ers. These funds will allow for development 
of programs, such as the following: the 
SUNY Minority Graduate Fellowship Pro- 
gram, Minority Access to the Professions, 
Work Skill Programs, Pre-Natal Care Pro- 
grams, funding for cultural arts groups, anda 
host of others directly pertinent to the devel- 
opment of the African American New Yorker. 

Legislation the Assemblyman has 
Sponsored includes the TAP/STAP law which 
Provides more than $47.5 million for educa- 
tional enrichment to working class and disad- 
vantaged students throughout the state 
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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism Fg 
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 
A Project of the Social Justice Center January 25, 1987 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in struggle, 

In December, 1987, we included in our newsletter an urgent plea for your finan-~ cial help. 
That appeal came at a difficult time of the year for many people but we made it then because we could not wait any longer to ask for your help. 

Although we received many generous donations, we still need help. If you were not able to give to the last appeal, please consider this time. The Struggle against apartheid and racism has continued to go forward because of the determination, dedica- tion and long term commitment of so many of you. Unfortunately, the struggle also takes money. 

The Coalition is currently involved in many projects: 
a local campaign for sanctions against Albany police officer Valerie 

“> an ongoing commitment to Strengthen and expand the struggle ~e a monthly newletter mailed free to over 800 people 

There are no dues to be a member of the Coalition - just a commitment to ending racism and apartheid. But without dues, all our operating expenses come from periodic fund raisers and mail appeals like this one. We have no paid staff people but expenses are still considerable. Our current funds are very limited. We need your help to continue the work. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 8 i idarit ene 

lien Kaul 

A Project of the Social Justice Center 

Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

And Racism 
Box 3002, Pine Hills Station 

Albany, New York 12203 

I WANT TO HELP CARRY ON THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
AND RACISM. 

Enclosed is my contribution of: 
$50 $25 $10 $5 $ other 

Name 
‘ 

Address 

ree city State Zip 
Please make check Dayable to: 

Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism 



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

March 23, 1988 

Father Kofi Ammisah 
St. George"s Church 
50 Thorton Ave, 
Albany, NY. 12206 

Lear Father Kofi, 

AS ver our phone conversation on 3/23, I am sending you some material(see attached) regarding the recent bannings in South Africa and the call for comvrehensive sanctions against the avartheid regime. 

As I mentioned, the area Baptist ministers and the Interdenominational Ministers Alliance are working with us to make Aoril 24th Sanctions Sunday.On this day, varticipating churches will allow I5 minutes for a oresentation and congregation members will be asked to write a letter to. Senator Moynihan asking him to co-svonsor sanctions legislation pending before Congress. This legislation calls for total and mandato sanctions, The congregation will be asked to write the letters before they leave service, Sampole letters ahd vossible Speakers will be vrovidec by our Coalition. The churches will nrovide enveloves, vaners and stamnos, 

It is our hove that the Catholic churches will be able to join us in this effort, 

Janice Managwa of the Can. District Coalition Against Avartheid an¢d Racism is coordinating the logistics of this event. If you think that the churches will want to join in please call her at 462~ 2915, 

AS usual we are grateful for your assistance. 

Towards freedom in Southern 
Africa, 

Vera Michelson 
Co Chair 

c.c Sis. Janice Managwa 



- Cla. Japguee - hem > fy In Peace and Freedom, 

Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany. NY 12203 

April 15, 1988 

Rev. E.H. Jeffress ted) Sot. RAL 
Wilborne Temple ; \ : 
lel Jay St, Boy ures 
Albany, N.Y. I22I0 eae ue : 

Dear Elder Jeffress, 

Please use the -nclosed fliers for distribution at service on Sunday April I7?. Anything you can do to encourage the members of your congregation to attend the event will be greatly apvreciated. 
As promised, I am writing to confirm the details of the evening. 

rowdin A ththlag 
-We will need the church opened at 6:00P.M./At that time members of the Coalition will meet your church representative and begin setting uv chairs and tables ete... @ 
-We will need as many tables as you can Spare to be set up in the back and possibly around the room, I think you mentioned Seven. We will also need approximately 200 chairs. 

- One table set up in front of the room with a microphone. The panelists will sit at this table. One stand-up microphone to be placed in the audience, 

- We will bring coffee and tea. 

~The Rev. Leonard Comithier has agreed to do the innvocation. 

~Can we use the church collection plates? 

We expect to finish our program by approximately I0:00P.M, At that time we will clean up as per your instructions. 

Finally, as usual we will be making a small contribution to the church to show our appreciation, 

~ Ip Aatse, AUNLORA 
asibarwed Caipel A/a ns A, , Dipche lan 

9 elfen: 3 ASC 2. 



CALL: (518) 436-0562 
(518) 449-8875 

April 17, 1988 

Dear 

I am writing to provide you with some more specific details related to the Coalition Sponsored "Community Forum on Racist Violence." This event is scheduled for Saturday, April 23, 1988 at_7:30 pm at the Wilborne Temple Church in Albany, New York. 

press work may involve taking you and the other speakers to the TV or radio station. The specific details related to the press work will be confirmed when you arrive. 

As you may know, Colin Moore has offered to drive up from New York City. You may want to contact him at (718) 434-1430 to make arrangements. 

With regard to the forum, we are in the process of printing a formal program. Since I am, however, unable to provide you with a copy at this time, I have briefly described below the program and what we would like each Speaker to focus on. 

FORUM 

Welcome and Invocation 
Introduction: Brief Background on the Coaltion 

Purpose of the Forum 
Introduction of Speakers 

Speakers: Each speaken has 15-20 minutes. A period of time has been designated for questions and answers after all speakers have spoken. 



Page two 

*Colin Moore - statistical and factual analysis of of racist 
violence in New York State: 
~ a review and analysis of violenc 

County and the mid-Hudson area. 

*Lillie Howard e in Orange 
An update 
be very 

Y upon your arrival about the program. However, please feel free to contact me at (518) 436-8757 (day) or (518) 449-8875 (eves. ) if additional information is needed. 

Looking forward to seeing you on Saturday ! 

Towards Justices 

uke 
Vickie A’ ith 
for the Coalition 



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pins Hills Station 

Albany. NY 12203 

April 18, 1988 

Dear Friend: 

This letter will confirm our recent telephone conversation. 
Ps Ek yrange a sR ris invited to set up a book, literature and/oc ceaft table “at our April 23 forum. See enclosed flyer. 

All displays should be Set up by 7:00 P.M. Space is limited. You will be assigned a table or Part of a table upon your arrival. 

If your participation has not already been discussed with me by telephone, you must call to confirm prior to Saturday. 

Please note that the walls and partitions of Wilborne Temple's basement have been freshly painted. We are not allowed to tape posters, etc. to the Walls. All transactions at the 
arvtiving or at the end of the programs to avoid distraction for the audience, 

There is no charge for the use of a table, 

Amandla, 

Anita Thayer 
462-2542 (h) 
462-6753 (w)



May 12, 1988 

Karen Johnson 
Mayor 
City of Schenectady 
City Hall 
Schenectady, NY 12301 

Dear Mayor Johnson: 

We are writing as a follow-up to resolution 87-164 adopted unanimously by Councilmembers and approved by you on July 14, 1987, That resolution stated that the Mayor and Council of the City of Schenectady would: 

"make every effort to communicate to the sponsors, Nabisco, OTB, the Mens' International Professional Tennis Council and the Womens' Tennis Association of the outrage which this community feels about the system of apartheid and the violence which is done daily to the black majority in South Africa with the goal of stopping South African participation in future tournaments." 

To date, we have not received any communication indicating that you have made or attempted to make contact with any of the three aforementioned parties. If you have contacted any of the Sponsors, we are anxious to hear their response to your expression of our outrage towards apartheid and our goal of stopping South African participation in future tournaments. 

As you probably know, the State of Emergency is still in effect in South Africa. In fact, since last year, the situation in South Africa has grown considerably worse. The recent closing of newspapers and added press restrictions, as well as, the continued repression and murder of its citizens and the recent banning of 17 anti-apartheid organizations, only emphasizes the fact that the South African system of Government is inconsistent with democratic valves. Accordingly, South Africa must be isolated and denied any normalized relations with America, particularly the Capitol District. 

We know that if we unite as a community, we can make a difference and contribute to a better World for everyone. We are confident that you and the Council will follow-up on last years actions and finally remove the shadow that South African participation has cast over the Schenectady OTB/Nabisco Grand Prix Tennis Tournament. 



ne - PAN 

hear from you soon concern 

ASRS ASO i iia cedars 

Thank you for your cooperation. We will be expecting to 

gravely important issue. 

cc; 

a
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Editor Schenectady Gazette 

ing the progress you have made on this 

Sincerely, 

Vera Michaelson 
Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid and Racism 

Joseph Allen 
Schenectady Chapter NAACP



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
“ Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

July 6,1988 

President P.W. Botha 
State President's Office 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 

President Botha, 

We are outraged at the recent announcement of the S.A. 
Mimister of Defence calling for the mobilization of its' army 
reserves to repress the peaceful resistance of the Namibian 
people through violent and brutal means. 

We are also disgusted, as is most of the world, with your 
war of aggression against the People's Republic of Angola South 
Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia proves that your brand 
of government is deserving of the description “crime against 
humanity" 

We join the international community in demanding the with- 
drawal of the occupying South African troops from Namibia. 

thn. Chadha 2 
Vera Michelson 

Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid and Racism 



39 Academy Road 
Albany, New York 12208 
July 18, 1988 

Ms. Lucretia Diggs and the Board YIW.CLA, 
Colvin Avenue 
Albany, New York 

Dear Ms, Diggs and Members of the Board: 

Struggle against apartheid and racism Since the honor was given to me 
for my work against those evils. 

I am leaving the country on July 21 for a One month teacher exchange 
Program in Costa Rica. If you are interested, I would like to speak with 
yOu further about ways the YWCA could tnerease its Participation in the 
Coalition. I can be reached at 438-0309 after my return on August 20th, I highly value the work of the vuea and again, I would like to express my gratitude te you for the award,. 

Siacerely, 



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

August 22, 1988 

Dear Coalition Member, 

We are at a juncture in history when the South African regime has never been more repressive. The butchery, the detention and torture of children and adults alike, the terrifying police raids, the bannings of seventeen peaceful anti-apartheid organizations, the complete “white-out" of any real news from South Africa, the continuing state of emergency, the utter choas, death and destruction inflicted by the apartheid regime on Angola, Namibia, Mozambique and other countries in the Southern region, all of these horrors abound at a relentlesa pace. The Rev. Jessie Jackson put it this way; "South Africa is like an octopus ita heart is in Pretoria and its tentacles are in Angola, Mozambique, Lesoto, § tdland, Zimbabwe and Namibia", 

We have a very big job to do. While our brothers and sisters in South Africa and Namibia continue to Struggle against the oppressive regime they call upon us to itensify our efforts in the United States. The demand from inside the country is clear: isolate South Africa, isolate the apartheid regime, 

Here in the Capital District we have been able to have our voices heard for over 7 years. It is now time to move to a new level, a level which will demonstrate our understanding of the increasingly important tasks and new directives ahead of us. 

Enclosed you will find a description of a major regional anti-apartheid conference to be held in New Haven, September 23, 24 and 25th. We are hoping you will be able to attend. 

We view this conference as a way to build the anti-apartheid movement regionally and help strengthen the work locally. Those returning from the conference should have gained energy and ideas which will help carry us forward in the upcoming year. 

All reservations and fees should be sent to Jennifer Smith at 158 No. Lark St., Albany, NY 12210 by September 7th. Please do not send anything to New Haven, we are attempting to coordinate free private housing and transportation. Persons desiring hotel accommodations should make them directly by calling: 



* 

2 

The Park Plaza The Colonie Inn 155 Temple St. 1157 Chappel st. New Haven, Conn. or New Haven, Conn. 203-772-1700 
203-776-1234 

(Both hotels are in walking distance from Yale University, the conference site). 

If you choose to stay at a hotel you still need to send your conference registration fee and registration form to Jennifer, Please indicate on the form if you will need private housing. 

We are asking all conference participants not to book at the Holiday Inn. They are known for their unfair labor practices and presence in South Africa, 

If you have any questions regarding arrangements etc. please call Jennifer at 459-3455 until August 31 and 432-3594 after September 1. 

We sincerely hope you will be able to set aside this time to join us in what we expect to be a most productive enjoyable weekend. 

Towards Freadom in Southern Africa, 

hig. [Yi tehelin_ 

Vera Michelson, Co-chair 

ty (een Sump s7r~ 
Merton’ Simpson, Co-chair 

bo
w 



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 ~ Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

August 22, 1988 

Dear 
» organizational representative 

nnn eee 

We are at a juncture in history when the South African regime has never been more repressive. The butchery, the detention and torture of children and adulta alike, the terrifying police raids, the bannings of seventeen peaceful anti- apartheid organizations, the complete "white out" of any real news from South Africa, the continuing state of emergency, the utter choas, death and destruction inflicted by the apartheid regime on Angola, Namibia, Mozambique and other countries in the Southern region, all of these horrors abound at a rélentless~ pace. The Rev. Jessie Jackson put it this way; “South Africa ts like an octopus 3 heart is in Pretoria and its tentacles are in Angola, Mozambique, Lesoto, --aziland, Zimbabwe and Namibia”. 

It 18 no longer enough to abhor apartheid, The United States is the number one trading partner of South Africa. We have a very big job to do. 

While our brothers and sistera in South Africa and Namibia continue to struggle against the oppressive regime they call upon us to intensify our efforts in the United States. The demand from inside the country ts clear: isolate South Africa, isolate the apartheid regime, 

Here in the Capital District, with your assistance we have been able to have our voices heard for over 7 years. It is now time to become even more effective. 

There are fifteen organizations and many individuals that make up the Coalition. Some organizations are more active than others. Some have anti- apartheid work on their national agenda. If you represent an organization which belongs to the Coalition but is not active we are asking you to reasses the situation and make 1988-1989 the year of rededication to the active support that South Africans and Namibians seek from freedom loving people in the U.S. 



¢ Support of apartheid. 

We invite your organization to join us in intensifying the local efforts against 

closed you will find a description of a major regional anti-apartheid conference to be held in New Haven, September 23, 24 and 25th. We are hoping phat you, along with at least one other member of your organization will be able to attend. Additionally, we are looking for financial assistance to offset the cost of transportation, 

We view this conference as a way to build the anti-apartheid movement regionally and help strengthen the work locally. Those returning from the conference should have gained energy and ideas which will help carry us forward in the upcoming year. 
Please let us know by September 12th if any one from your organization will be attending the conference. All reservations with fees should be sent directly to Jennifer Smith at 158 No. Lark St., Albany, NY 12210 by the 12th and not to New Haven. We will arrange for transportation and free private housing. Those desiring hotel accommodations should make them directly by: 

The Park Plaza 
Colonie Inn 155 Temple Sr. 
1157 Chappel St. New Haven, Conn, or New Haven, Conn. 203-772-1700 
203-776-1234 

Both hotels are in walking distance from Yale University, the conference Site. Please BO NOT make arrangements at the Holiday Inn. They are known for their unfair labor practices and their presence in South Africa. Jennifer's telephone number is ~ 9-3455 until August 31 and 432-3954 after September 1. 
“ie 

We sincerely hope you will be able to set this time aside to join us in what we expect to be a most productive and enjoyable weekend. 
é 

Looking forward to a productive year, 

Wha ipctelam 
Vera Michelson, Co-chair 

Merton Simpson, Co-chair 
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SASU (Student Association of State University) 

NAACP 

BIG (Blacks in Government) 

YWCA 

Central America Solidarity Alliance 

Malcom X Study Network 

Black Social Workers of Albany 

Capital District Labor/Religious Coalition 
Palistinian Rights Committee 

Student Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism, SUNY Albany 
Albany County Federation of Labor 

A Phillop Randolph Institute 

Delta Sigma Theta 

A Universal Being Inc, 

ae Urban League 

Kitchen Table Press 
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August 29, 1988 

Dear Pastor, 

We are at a juncture in history when the South African regime has never been more repressive. The butchery, the detention and torture of children and adults alike, the terrifying police raids, the bannings of seventeen peaceful anti-apartheid organizations, the complete "white out" of any real news from South Africa, the continuing state of emergency, the utter chaos, death and destruction inflicted by the apartheid regime on Angola, Namibia, Mozambique and other countries in the Southern region, all of these horrors abound at a relentless pace. The Reverend Jesse Jackson put it this way; “Sough Africa is like an octopus. It's heart is in Pretoria and its tentacles are in Angola, Mozambique, Lesoto, Swaziland, Zimbabwe and Namibia". 

It is no longer enough to abhor apartheid. The United States is the number one trading partner of South Africa. We have a very big job to do. 

While our brothers and sisters in South Africa and Namibia continue to struggle against an oppressive regime they call upon us to intensify our efforts in the United States. 

Bishop Desmond Tutu, Reverend Allan Boesak, President World Alliance of Reformed churches, the Reverend Frank Chikane, General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches and countless others have been untiring in their efforts to bring world wide sanctions against South Africa. 

Here in the Capital District, with your assistance, we have been able to have our voices heard for over 7 years. It is now time to become even more vocal and active. It is clear that this cannot be done without the consistent and forward thinking leadership of the religious community. 

We invite you, as a religious leader of this community to join in intensifying the local efforts against U.S. support of apartheid. 

Enclosed you will find a description of a Major regional anti-apartheid conference to be held in New Haven, Connecticut on September 23, 24 and 25. We are hoping that you, along with at least one or two other members of your congregation will be able to attend. Additionally, we are looking for financial assistance to offset the cost of trans~ portation. 

aH cs



We view this conference as a way to build the anti-apartheid movement regionally and help strengthen the work locally. Those returning from the conference should have gained energy and ideas which will help carry us forward in the upcoming year. 

We have some other ideas far future work and we need to determine the kind of interest that exists in the Capital District religious community. 

Please let us know by September 12th if any one from your congregation will be attending the conference. All reservations with fees should be sent directly to us by the 12th and not to New Haven. We will arrange for transportation and private housing. Hotels will also be available. 

If you are unable to attend the conference but are interested in joining our efforts, please call Reverend Comithier as soon as possible. 

Looking forward to a productive year, 

Reverend Leonard Comithier 
Macedonia Baptist @hurch jr 
172 North Allen Street 
Albany, New York 12206 
439-4313 evenings 

Vera Michelson 
Capital District Coalition Against 

Apartheid and Racism ‘ 
P.O. Box 3002 fr 
Albany, New York 
436-0562 

Enclosure 



Capital District Coalition 
‘ Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

October 18, 1988 

Ms. Monica Nashandi 
Deputy Permanent Observer F 
to the United Nations 
SWAPO 
801 Second Avenue 
Room 401 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ms. Nashandi: 

This letter is a follow up to our recent telephone conversation, concerning the scheduling of a press conference and a series of other media events which will be scheduled sometime on the week of November 14th, in Albany, New York, under the auspices of the Capital District Coalition against Apartheid and Racism. The ~ major press conference will be highlighted by the presentation of a check for over $1,000.00 from the Coalition against Apartheid and Racism to (SWAPO). 

On the same day as this press conference we would like to make the most of your presence in Albany and schedule you for other media events which may include radio, television or newpaper interviews and other appropriate activities. 

In our telephone conversation we set a tentative date for Thursday 17, 1988 at 9:00 am for your arrival in Albany. We need to confirm this date as soén as possible so that we can finalize our media contacts. 

If you have any questions feel free to call me at (518) 457-5183 from 9 - 5. 

Yours in Struggle 

OY). v1 
Merton Simpsow, Co-Chair 



SPRINGBOK 
SCORE SETTLED 
ONCE AGAIN THE CITY OF ALBANY is paying a hefty price for the iitegal actions of its law-enforcement officials. ‘This time the price tag is $47,000, to be divided 
between two anti-apartheid activists, Vera 
Michelson and Aaron Estes, The payout stems from police efforts to disrupt 
demonstrations planned to protest the visit to Albany nearly seven years ago by the South African Springbok rugby team, 
Ata Tuesday afternoon press conference on the steps of City Hall, Michelson discussed the settlement of the long- 

standing lawsuit against the city, “We are very pleased," she said. The settlement means the city has acknowledged that 
Albany police abused their powers when they arrested Michelson and Estes early in the morning of Sept, 22, 1981. That 
evening, more than 1,200 demonstrators protested the game, played ina drenching rain at Bleecker Stadium, 

The protest received national and 
international attention, in part because all 
other games on the Springbok schedule were canceled due to pressure from the anti-apartheid movement. Organizing for the protests led to the creation here of the Capital District Coalition Against 
Apartheid and Raciem, an organization of 12 local groups that today is represented on Albany's Police-Community Relations 
ard. And Michelson recently 
Spresented the Coalition in Arusha, 
“anzania, at an international conference of Supporters of the African National 
Congress 
“The police had absolutely no right to 

terrorize us in the middle of the night,”’ Michelson said. “They burst into the 
apartment looking for an arsenal of 
weapons which they did not find.’’ Instead they arrested Michelson and Estes on charges of possession of tiny amounts of marijuana and a few old firecrackers. 
“The police ransacked my apartment, snooped in all of my drawers . rummaged through my papers and confiscated 

material | and others were using to 
organize opposition to apartheid and the city's invitation to the South African team,” said Michelson, who recalls waking up te find a hon-uniformed police officer standing over her. With a shotgun to her head, she was forced to craw! to 
another part of the apartment, where she was handcuffed to a table, 
According to attorney Lanny Walter, who represented Micheluon during the long litigation that led to the settlement, the officers came to her apartment based on the false statement of an FBI informant. The report that guns were being stockpiled in the apartment, which was used to justify the search warrant, proved 

allegation was a lie,” Walter said. But that didn't prevent the invading officers, 
gn only the Albany police but 

‘i 
‘ (9) Walter, Michelson and Coalition members Anite Thayer, Merion Stenpaon and 

So far, access to the informant has been denied, the judge citing concertis for that individual's safety. Appeals of this ruling 
delayed until the resolution of the case with the city. According to Water, this litigation can now proceed. 

“We're persuaded there was a 
conspiracy to take the more vocal members. of the Coalition off the street in order to prevent them from participating in the demonstration,” Walter said, Two other organizers arrested the previous day on weapons-possession charges were cleared by a jury the following year 
When former Gov. Hugh Carey canceled the garnet on the grounds that there was potential for violence, the late Mayor Erastus Corning intervened on behalf of the South African team, terming it a civil 

liberties issue. Although not a lawyer, Corning was allowed to speak in favor of the game before Federal District Court Judge Howard Munson, The judge ruled that the game should be played. 
~Jdeff Jones 

BiO FEEDBACK 
BRAIN TRANSPLANTS, CUSTOM. made mammals, Organ sweeps of street people willing to make a trade... 
These were a few of the future 

possibilities contemplated at a week-long 

like chapters out of H.G Wells' Island of Dr. Moreau, the insue is with us today, “Once we decided on the topic,”’ she reported, 

Mark Mishler. 

handy-dandy new variety of mouse 
specially designed and guaranteed to 
develop breast cancer. (The market of 
Course is researchers, not pet shops.) 
Genetically engineered pigs also have been patented. So the questions raised in the 
simulated congressional hearings may only 
be ahead of their times hecause the times 
are way behind. 

One problem that arose during the 
hearings may not repeat itself in reality. 
Conference participants assigned the role 
of bio-engineering firm representatives 
were overly ethical, “We had to push 
them,” said Ronconi, noting that many of 

The results? The congressional 
committee voted to license the three bio- 
engineering firms, but with some 
qualifications, Like real-life congressional 
committees, they appointed another 
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AGENDA 

Zz 

committee--an ethics panel—to weigh ethical questions. They also ruled that brain transplants he postponed pending further study, anda close rereading of 
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein 

Kathryn Gordon 

CONTRA 
SCAPEGOAT 
Source: San Francisco Bay Guardian 

JACK TERRELL SAYS HE'S PAYING 
a hefty price for blowing the whistle on a U.S. covert operation, 

Terrell worked as an operative in Oliver 
North's secret contra-resupply network. In 1985, when the network was still a White 
House secret, Terrell became the first 
witness to expose its dirty underbelly to the FBI and Congress. 

He didn't know at the time that the 
government would eventually use his own testimony against him. Last week, a grand jury in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., indicted 
Terrell and six others in a move that 
amacks of a politically motivated attack 
against the earliest whistle-blower of 
Contragate. 

country with whom the U.S. is at peace, 
According to the indictment, Terrell and six accomplices recruited, trained and 
armed a group of U.S. mercenaries to fight with the contras in Honduras against the government of Nica: 

But what stands out in the indictment is that the U.S. Attorney's office in Miami 
has targeted the “small fish” in the Miami operation, while mysteriously ignoring 
those in the conspiracy who called the 
shots. 
“Where are the policy-makers, where are the generals in this indictment?” asked 

John Mattes, a Miami Public defender and legal advisor to Terrell, in an interview, 
Documents released during the Iran- contra hearings show that the little-known 

» 8 

Forums, lectures, meetings, rallies and other political events, 

. The speak er 
Meier, who will talk about the 

Humaniat and Ethical 
-50 for buffet lunch. 

TUESDAY, AUG. 9 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 10 
Benefit: Rising From the Ashes. QE2, 12 Central Ave.. Albany. 8 PM. In 
Commemoration of the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Featuring performance artist 
Julie Kabat, songwriter-poet Cathy Winter 
and blues-rock band Begonia, Proceeds to 
benefit the Social Justice Center of Albany. $5. 434-4037 



have been made. OV, Mar Mm. Cuumeo 

has pushed for public campaign financ- 
ing, "and has been asked by the 
commission to call a special session of 
the Legislature to enact other cam- 
paign finance reform. 

Bruno was one of a number ot 
legislators cited by name in the report 
for their large fund-raising operations. 
An aide said Bruno was not available 
for comment this morning because he 

PPE I HE ROT, Ba a A Ww wy 

Sen. Norman Levy, R-Nassau County, 
who raised $289,600, and Sen. Tarky 
Lombardi, R-Syracuse, who raised 
$254,400 during that same two-year 
pe 

Albany to pay $47G in civil rights suit 
By Jay Jochnowiltz 
pati Times Union 
ALBANY -~ The city of Albany has agreed to pay $47,000 

to settle a $9 million civil rights lawsuit brought by two 
would-be protesters arrested before the controversial 1981 
Springboks rugby game. 

According to an order filed with U.S. District Court in 
Utica, the city will pay Vera Michelson of Albany and the 
Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism 
$12,000. Aaron Estis, now a land resident, will receive 
$35,000, . 

Michelson and Estis had that the city and four 
police officers — along with the FBI and Albany County 
district attorney's office — orchestrated their arrests to 
keep them from peacefully 1 Hering the South 
African rugby team’s game at Bleecker Stadium. 

“The whole thing was very bizarre and we're encouraged 
by the settlement,” Michelson said Monday. “To us, it says 
they blew it. You have a police force that feels they can 
suspend the Constitution.” 

In a telephone interview from Maryland, Estis said, “I 
came to Albany in 1981 to protest the denial of rights in 
South Africa and I found those same rights could be denied 
by police and the FBL” 

However, Vincent J. McArdle Jr. city corporation 
counsel, said the settlement was not an admission that the 
city conspired to violate Michelson’s and Estis’ civil rights. 

The city and police officers were the only defendants left 
in the case after a federal judge found in 1987 that there was 
either insufficient evidence or im; grounds for 
bringing charges against the FBI and district attorney's 
office. 

McArdle said the settlement was agreed to after Mayor 
Thomas M. Whalen III and the city’s legal staff decided that 

*a federal jury might find against the city and officers 
because there was no one else left to blame. 

“We felt we could have gone in there and the probability 
was we would have come out with a no cause,” said 
McArdle, But “it was decided that if we cold come out with 
a reasonable settlement, we just couldn't jeopardize ... 
some good honest cops.” 

The settlement, which came Monday, when the case was 
to go to trial, was based mainly on how much time 
Michelson and Estis spent in jail, McArdle said, Michelson 
was in jail three days; Estis, a week. 

3/2/, 8 
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who lanned to demonstrate at the Springboks game 
2 i ly-based Eastern Rugby Union. 

Estis, then a Harvard University student and now an 
official in the federal Office of Managem 
had traveled to Albany for what 
members of the Coalition Against A 
claimed was to be a peaceful protest South Africa's policy 
of racial segregation. 

At 3 a.m. on the 

About 1,200 people demonstrated that evening with no 
serious incidents, 

Marijuana and fireworks possession charges against 
Michelson and Estis were dropped, while Young and 
— were acquitted of weapons possession charges at 
trial. 

Michelson, the coalition and Estis filed suit in 1982, 
charging illegal search, arrest and incarceration. Michelson, 
who admitted to having a small arnount of marijuana and a 
few firecrackers in her apartment, compared the charges to 
a traffic ticket, 

U.S. District Court Judge Neal P. McCurn last September 
dismissed the suit against the FBI because of insufficient 
evidence to prove a conspiracy. He also dismissed the suit 
against the county, which argued that district attorneys 
could not be held liable for actions they initiated as 
prosecutors, 

McCurn, however, let the suits stand against the city, 
Police Chief John F. Reid, former Chief Thomas Burke, 
Capt. William Murray and Detective John Tanchak. 

Michelson said she plans to appeal last fall's ruling which 
denied the plaintiffs access to the confidential FBI 
informant. 

EPA moves to slow ozone depletion 
Scripps Howard 

WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection Agency 
announced new manufacturing quotas on chlorofluorocar- 
bons Monday, to slow future depletion of the upper- 
atmosphere ozone layer. 

The EPA also said it is leaning toward a. “windfall 
profits” fee designed to make sure that the federal 
government, and not chlorofluorocarbon 
manufacturers, benefits from rising 
prices for the man-made geses. 

But with growing evidence that chlo- 
rofluorocarbons, or CFCs, are severely 
damaging the ozone layer, EPA Admin- 
istrator Thomas abandoned earlier 
claims that the regulation could effec- 
tively “save” ozone from destruction, ae 

“This regulation provides a low-cost THOAAAS 
means of achieving our goal of reducing 
CFC and halon damage to stratospheric ozone,” Thomas 

Us 
a 

said. CFCs are used in refrigeration, foam blowing, 
~computer manufacturing and, in many aations, aerosol 
sprays for personal use. Hajons are ozone-depleting 
compounds used in fire extinguishers. 

Stable for a century or more, both ss of chemicals waft 
up to the ozone layer miles above the Earth's surface. There, 
— reactions cause the destruction of ozone mole- 
cules, 

The EPA regulation will require a freeze on CFC and 
halon production and consumption at 1986 levels, then a 

if steady reduction to $0 percent of those levels by 1999. Seven 
U.S. companies produce either or both of the chemicals. 

The rules are the U.S. contribution to an international 
effort to stop the breakdown. Although 37 nations have 
signed the international agreement, only five, including the 
United States, have gone through the formal process of 
ratifying it. Six more signatories are needed before the 
agreement would take effect. 
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Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 —~ Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

Community Events Page 

The Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism will 
hold its' regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November!7 at 
7:00 p.m. , theUrban League, 95 Livingston Ave. Albany, N.Y.. 
Monica Mashandi Deputy Chief Representative of Swapo to UNited 
Nations will brief the organization on the status of the 
current talks focusing on Angola and the reality of Namibian 
independence. Other imortant agenda items will also be discussed. 
The public is invited to attend. Promptness is urged. For more 
information call 436-0562. 

Please print on NOvember 14th or 15th. 
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Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pine Hille Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

Nov.8 1988 

Dear Coalition Member, 

By now you know that we had to cancel October's general Coalition meeting...Because our regularly scheduled in Nov. would fall on Thanksgiving, we have had to rearrange our Nov. meeting also. We aplogize for any inconvenience or meeting conflicts that this causes, 

Our November meeting will be held on THURSDAY NOVEMBER 17th at 7:00 P.M. sharp...same place ..Urban League, 95 Livingston Ave. 

At the Nov. meeting we will be honored by the presence of of Monica Mashandi, Deputy chief Permanent Observer/to the United Pg Nations. Monica will be in Albany all day at the invitation of 
the Coalition. At an early morning press conference the Deputy Chief will accept a $1,500. donation on behalf of Swapo. The 
contribution is a result of of the Michelson /Springbok rugby lawsuit and is being made on behalf of the Coaliton.Merton and 
Naiomi are making arrangements for Monica to do press work for 
most of the day. 

We are expecting that Monica's attendance at our meeting 
will give Coalition activists with an opportunity to hear first 
hand, Swapo's assessment of the current talks in ANGOLA and the 
reality of MAMIBIAN independence. There are also other very important agenda items we need to discuss. 

As you can see we are Starting the meeting a half hour earlier 
than than usual. N.B. 7:00P.M.. I am asking all of you to 
please be prompt. We want to start on time and finish by a 
respectable hour, 

Towards Namibian Independence, 

Var “ede” Pipehel#rn 

Don't forget to save Sat. Nov. 19 for an all day continuations 
meeting of the Free Southern Africa Northeast Coalition. We are 
expecting people from all over the Northeast to be in Albany 
on that day. Watch for a mailing from Vicki Smith regarding 
this, LET ME KNOW IF YOU CAN PROVIDE ACCOMODATIONS ON THAT WEEKEND. 
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NORTH EAST SOURTHERN AFRICA SOLIDARITY NETWORK 

MINUTES OF THE CONTINUATIONS MEETING 
NOVEMBER 19, 1968 

ALBANY, NY 

Host Organization: Capital District Coalition Against 
Apartheid and Racism (Albany) 

Meeting Co-Chairs: Vera Michelson (Albany) 
Tim Johnson (NYC) 

Recorder: Vickie Smith (Aluany) 

Present: (See attached list) 

I. 

It. 

+S © 

Welcome ~ Vera Michelson 
Reverend Cathers (AME Zion Church, Albany) 

Overview ~ Vera Michelson 

Following the New Haven Conference this past September, a 
Continuations Committee was established to organize an 
agenda and provide direction for this meeting in Albany. 
The Committee has attempted to incorporate the ideas, sug- 
gestions, and proposals presented in New Haven. 

One of the major goals of the North East Southern Africa 
Solidarity Network is to set up and expand a regional 
network ready to work consistently on a plan of action 
against apartheid. Similiar attempts have been made unsuc- 
cessfully, however. The momentum, in the past, occurred in 
sparks and involved only anti-apartheid work on the local 
level. Our task is to hammer out a program as one mass 
voice of movement. ; 

Agenda - Tim Johnson 

The agenda was reviewed. Tim also explained that the 
Freedom Charter was inadvertently excluded from the agenda 
for today's meeting. This item is deferred until the next 
meeting. 



IV, 

wD)
 

Update from the ANC 

cr UDF comrades found guilty of treason, terrorism, and other various counts. The BBC reported that no sentences were Qiven. Belief is that the judge is trying to advance the definition af a communist. 

In the last elections held in South Africa, few seats were won by the Afrikaners whose success appeared to be limited to big cities. Thig Perhaps redefines racism and creates @ split between whites. 

The right wing continues its attack on churches and people which only gets noticed when large numbers of People are killed. 

to perpetuate the evil system of apartheid. The South Africa has lost its Power ~- not as superior as Cuba and Angola. The Dutch Reform Church recently asked SA what it was doing in other countries, More academicians speaking out on the situation. 

Update from the SWAPO 

o Namibia is tense right now to say the least. The negotiations have been complicated by the arrrical of a large reinforcement of South African troops. Some 50,000 troops are estimated ta be at the border; and more around the country. 

There have been school boycotts, on and off, since March. Secial conditions are bad: many are roaming the country without education or empolyment; some in exile in Angola and Cuba in numbers as high as 10,000 to date; many de- tained by paramilitary units, especially those suspected to be helping the movement, and same attempts are made to train those captured to go against the liberation movement; and many young girls and women are raped. The whereabouts of people are difficult to know. 

With regard to talks involving the withdrawal of SA and Cuban troops, Cuba and Angela have accepted the UN C435) Plan. South Africa has not accepted the plan as of this writing. Cinformation regarding the details of the plan and tentative deadlines have not been included in the minutes) 

|



VI. 

© SWAPO requested that Namibian be discussed at the uN general discussion. Third world and neutral countries voted in favor of a debate. The US and SA wanted to defer the debate. 

Decision-making Process (for this meeting) 

The group decided that a vote would be taken on each Proposal after discussion. If there was significant disagreement, the Proposal would be put back on the table and re-examined. 

Approved Campaign Proposals (Discussion omitted) 

A. Product Boycott 

Proposed by: Vickie Erenstein Motion carried 
1 abstention 

There are many national, local, and international boycotts that could be taken on by this network. The Shell boycott is an international one taken up by the ANC, unions, and others. It was proposed that the People's sanction work be to take up the effort of the Shell boycott and coordinate this effort with others in the region, 

campaigns. 

B. Regional Legislative Campaign : 

Proposed by: Tim Johnson Motion carried 
All in favor 

It was proposed that the region focus its legislative activities on the passage of comprehensive Sanctions at the national level and disseminate information about other anti-apartheid legislative work/strategies developed at the local level to the network. Regional activities may include developing a leaflet explaining sanctions and Supporters, a people's petition to present legislators, and Participating in lobby days. 



The legislative work of the region will be flexible so that emergencies and other areas of concern, i.e., di- vestment and stopping aid to UNITA can be included. 

C. Material Aid campiagn 
Proposed by: Andrea Ross Motion carried Amended by Mark Mishler All in favor 

aid campaign with specific assignments, goal, and time- frame. The proposal includes collection of specific material items and financial contributions. 

(the full discussion on material aid will be kept on file as a great deal was learned from others about their material aid campaign experiences) 

D. structure 

Proposed by: Tim Johnson Deferred 
Vera Michelson 

It was proposed that a Advisory Council be established to help facilitate the work of the network. Members would consist of prominent people from all areas of the network. This body would on an infrequent basis. In addition, a Steering committee would also be establish- ed. This body would consist of a representative from each area, in addition to a representative from varying constituencies. 

it was apparent that further discussion was needed before agreement could be reached. It was also Suggested that a written Gescription of the proposal be mailed to everyone so that this can be addressed at the next meeting. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
vd 

g zt It was agreed, however, that the next interim body meet PF to work on some of proposals and organize an agenda for eo the next meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for 



CONTINUATIONS MEETING 

Albany. New York 

Arlena Adams 
CDCAAR 
24A Limmerick Dr. 
Albany, New York 
(518) 434-8725 

Claudia Bremer 
328 Hudson Ave. 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 423-6772 

Celia-Bess Cotton 
150 Lark St., #2R 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 436-9234 

David Finz 
SASU/SCAAR 
664 State st. 
Albany, NY 12206 
(518) 432-4200 

Ronn Goldberg 
SCAAR 
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(518) 432-8302 
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Metroland Newspapers 
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*tinterim Committee 

ATTENDANCE LIST 
November 19, 19898 

Albany, NY 

Everette Joseph 
285 1/2 Hudson Ave. 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 436-9695 

Elleen Kawola 
CDCAAR 
39 Academy Rd. 
Albany, NY 12208 
(518) 438-0309 (h) 
(518) 462-7197 (w) 

Daniella Korotzer 
Young Communist League/ 
SCAAR/Peace Project 

429 Manning Blvd. @3 
Albany, NY 12206 
(518) 438-5949 (h) 
(518) 442-5690 (w) 

Lawrence Lane 
345 Hudson Ave. 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 434-2641 

Sean Lewis 
CDCAAR/SCAAR 
13 Pennsylvannia Ave. 
Albany, N¥ 12206 
(518) 436-0562 

Peggy Lumpkin 
P.O. Box 116 
Albany, N¥ 12210 
(518) 432-9687 

Vera Michelson 
CDCAAR 
13 Pennsylvannia Ave. 
Albany, N¥ 12206 
(518) 436-0562
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Attendance List 

Mark Mishler 
CDCAAR 
58 South Manning Blvd. 
Albany, NY 12203 
(518) 438-2845 (h) 
(518) 462-6733 (w) 

Dennis Phayle 
88 Willett Ave. 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 465-4055 

Ann Pope 
NAACP 
143 Second Ave. 
Albany, NY 12202 
(518) 463-5463 (h) 
(518) 443-5798 (w) 

Bill Ritchie & Anita Thayer 
CDCAAR 
196 Mt. Hope Drive 
Albany, New York 12202 
(518) 462-2542 

Toni Robinson 
400 Central Ave., #22F 
Albany, NY 12206 
(518) 482-3759 

Arlette Slachmuylder 
SAsU 
300 Lark 8t. 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 465-2406 

Vickie Smith 
CDCAAR 
2 Putnam st. 
Albany, NY 12202 
(518) 449-8875 

Keke Tloti 
CDCAAR 
318 State st. 
Albany, NY 12210 
(518) 436-1980 

Aemut Woef 
328 Hudson Ave, 
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Rochester, New York 

Jen Freedman & Jephta Varavaer 
Univ. of Rochester Southern 
Africa Awareness Committee 
18 Arlington st. 
Rochester, NY 11607 
(716) 461-5595 

Troy, New York 

Robert Williams 
P.O. Box 1012 
Troy, NY 12161 
(518) 274-7505 (h) 
(518) 785-0941 (w) 

New York City 

Charlene Mitchell 
Friends of ANC, SWAPO 
& Frontline States 
101 W 147th st. 
New York, NY 10039 
(212) 281-5043 (h) 
(212) 989-4994 (w) 

Joshua Neswgen 
900 Westend Ave. 
New York, NY 10025 
(212) 864-7974 (h) 
(212) 681-1700 (w) 

Caroline Rioux 
Mobil Out of South Africa 
and Namibia. 

420 Clinton Ave., @4F 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 
(718) 857-2107
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New York City 

Cleveland Robinson 
District 65 UAW 
13 Astor Place 
New York, N¥ 10023 
(212) 673-5120 

Helmut Angula 
SWAPO : 
801 Second Ave. 1401 
New York, NY 10017 

Vickie Erenstein 
Frds of ANC, SWAPO 
Frontline States/NLG 
214 Riverside Dr. #305 
New York, NY 10025 
(212) 866~6484 (h) 
(212) 867-2100 (w) 

Robert Herrera 
UN Journalist 
$42 BE 79th Sst. 
New Yark,.NY. 10021. ; 
(212) 734-3926 Hen 

Tim Johnson 
Frds of ANC, SWAPO «& 
Frontline States 

2856 Bronx Park'-B 
Bronx, NY 10467° 
(212) 924-2523 

Rob Jones 
American Committee on Africa 
198 Broadway, Rm 402 
New York, N¥Y 10038 
(212) 662-5970 (h) 
(212) 962-1210 (w) 

T. Kuiri 
SWAPO 
801 Second Ave. 1401 
New York, NY 10017 
(212) 557-2450 

Washington, D.C. 

Jeff Morrissey 
4811 1/2 Nebraska Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
(202) $37-1567 
(202) 8685~2514 

Massachusetts 

Lee Farris 
Mobilization for Survival 
11 Garden st. 
Cambridege, MA 02138 
(617) 354-6740 (h) 
(617) 354-0008 (w) 

Lazarus VUaandja 
Student Observer /SWAPO 
P.O. Box 2487 — 
College of the Holy Cross 
Worchester, MA 01610 
(518) 791-0116 

Diane White 
WILPF of Cape Cod Fund 
for a Free South Africa 

P.O. Box 5 
Pocasset, MA 02559 
(508) 863-3973 (h) 
(508) 563-2262 (w) 

Connecticut 

Lee Lucas Berman 
New Haven Free South 
Africa Coalition 

21 Hunters Path 
Clinton, CT 06413 
(203) 669-9403 

Kathleen Callister 
New Haven Free South 
Africa Coalition 

27 Bishop St. #2R 
New Haven, CT 06511 
(203) 785-8475 



Attendance List 

New Haven, Connecticut New Jersey 

Robert Lampkin Vivian Sahner 
New Haven Free South ILGWU Local 23-25 
Africa Coalition 79 Pairview #16 

122 Dwight st. Jersey City, NJ 07304 
New Haven, CT 06511 (201) 332-7098 
(203) 776-5443 (h) 
(203) 787-8164 (w) Catherine Sedwick 

Socialist Workers Party 
Joseph Reilly 93 Fairview Avenue 
126 Spring St. Jersey City, NJ 07304 
New Haven, CT 06519 
(203) 772-2538 Paula Bower 
(203) 688-5645 Educators Against 

Apartheid 
Clinton Robinson 625 Linden Ave. 
New Haven Free South Teaneck, NJ 07666 
Africa Coalition (212) 836-6644 
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Barbara Winters 
YWCA/New Haven Free South 
Africa Coalition 

66 Goodyear &8t. 
New Haven, CT 06511 
(203) 865-6463 
(203) 624-5569 
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Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 ~ Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

Nov.30 1988 

Rev. James lawrence 
IsraelA.ME 
381 Hamilton St. 
Albany,N.Y. 

Dear Rev. Lawrence, 

Just a brief note to thank you for the warm hospitality 
and the use of your church as host facility for the 
Nov. I9 Northeast Southern Africa Solidarity Network 
meeting. 

It is my sense that everything ran smoothly. Rev. Gathers 
gave us a very warm welcome and everyone did feel at home. 

we look forward to a continuing workihg relationship 
with you and your congregation around the question of Southern 
Africa and racism here at home. 

If I don't speak with you before the holidays, have a 
nice Christmas. ° 

Towards freedom in Southern Africa, 

Vera Michelson 
P.S. If you are still 
interested in ane of our 
members speaking to your youth 
group, Please let me know, 

436-0562 

Keké@ Tloti 



Capital District Coalition 
Against Apartheid 

and Racism 
Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station 

Albany, NY 12203 

December 23, 1988 

® 

Dear Coalition Member: 
me 

Happy Holidays! 

The Coalition is reinstituting our Sunday afternoon study sessions. Last yeat many of you attended the superb sessions on the Freedom Charter, Namibia, Angola and South Africa. 

The first study session of 1989 will be on "Police Abuse and Racial Violence: What is to be done?" This discussion will take place on Sunday, January A, 1989 at 3:00 p.m. sharp at Vera Michelgon's new home-13 Pennsylvania Ave. Albany, New York. (Pennsylvania Avenue is off of Livingston Avenue, weat of Northern Blvd.) We expect the presentationa and discussions to take approximately three hours. A potluck dinner will follow the discussion. * 

Tn order to stimulate discussion, we agsk that you think about the following questions: 

Les Why should (or shouldn't) the Coalition'a work on domestic racism focus on racial violence ana police abuse as opposed to other forms of racism such as housing or job discrimination, education issues, "poverty" issues or media stereotypes? 

2. What special role can the Coalition Play in regard to ~ issues of racial violence and police abuse? 

5 What ie the relationship between police abuse and racial violence? 

4. What does “community control" of the police mean? 

effective and valuable? What should the Coalition do in addition to participation on the Roard? 

6. July, 1989 will be the fifth anniversary of the police murder of Jesse Davis. What hag changed since 1984? 



‘wwe tt bon 

December 23, .9H8 
Page Two of Two 

The session on January Ath will include an historical overview of police abuse and vacial violence in Albany... But, the focus will be on the question of what steps should be taken now to have a positive impact in regard to police abuse and racial violence. 

Please come and please be Prepared to participate. These issues are of crucial importance for our community. 

Please R.S.V.P. to Anne Frazier at 479-3202 and also indicate to her what food item you will bring for the potluck dinner. 

We'll see you on January &th, 

Tn struggle, 

Vicki Smith 

Arlena Adama 

Mark Mishler 


