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The Peaplp of the State of New York 

TO 
VERA MICHELSON 

GREETING. 

WE COMMAND YOU, That al! business and excuses being Jaid aside, you and each of you appear 

and attend before HON. JouN g. CLYNE, Albany County Court, Courthouse 

Second Floor, Albany, New York 4. 9Athe 3rq 

"nd shall mak You liable 

: oF a penalty not t0 exceed ft Y dollars and all dam. 

Your failure to comply, 
WITNESS, Honorable John g, Clyne 

one of the Judges 

of said Court, at Albany 
the 2ng day of March — het Olizey fy." (Pring Name Below Sig WILLIAM KUNSTLER, LEWIS B. OLIVER, Jr, 
Attorney(s) tor DEFENDANTS Office Address 31 Barclay Street, Albany, ny 12209 
(518) 463-7962 



Court 

O
M
e
l
O
d
 

ins 
(Bursspua; 

40) 
Suthed “eu, 

Sunpaaen 
PazHoOYIne 

ay; 
« 

982) 
© 
F
u
s
a
a
p
 

Aq 
‘paureu 

U
Y
?
 

ssoulim 

“aiOms 
Atnp 

Butsq 
~ 

Plaintiff’ 

70) 
®
3
U
y
 

juauod. 
E
N
 

outs 
ay) 

Defendant 

against 

3P 
:39) 

ssaupm 
5 

38 
pue 

‘uone 

“xouddy) 
jyatay, 

“LARD 
suo 

PUR 
Sosuady 

400103 
pres 

jo 

Judicial Dubpoeng 

* 
a 

a 
: 

+2 
° 

= 
g 

N
 

8 
nN 

. 
52 

a 
@ 

a
 

bia 
| 

G
x
 

BS 
fh. 

e
a
s
 

a
 

s
s
 

z
m
 

i 
o
e
 

a 
m
O
t
 

i 
2
0
2
m
 

H 
ms 

$2 
od 

~ 

$ 
& 

<
h
>
 

i 
m
 

s 
« 

us] 
fo! 

~
 

? 

H
e
 

o
O
 
G
c
 

i 
Z
e
 

§ 
Q
e
 

i 
|
 

C
e
n
 

w
 

q 
O
g
 

H 

Spaeq 
jo 

s340MsturEE 
5 

SHANG 
Areioy 

61 
JO 

kep 
STUT 

“38 
a2059q 

0} 
aioms 

e
G
 

P
O
N
T
 

F
U
 

CF 
w
e
a
t
a
 4 

H
I
N
 

P
e
g
 

Ty 
bd ie 

2 
(xeuddy) 

gydag 
(‘xoiddy) 

ay 
40/03 

step 
40105 
o
n
s
 

SMOFTO} 
St 

pantas 
Atrenize 

uosseg 
#0) 

Saquosap 
94 

Feey 
saieys 

sau 
uiny 

iWauodag 
S
S
3
u
t
i
m
 
F
e
r
d
 

105 
PERS 

2q 
3} 

2 
F
u
n
s
a
e
y
 

Ps2Hourne 
ay; 

$ 
aourape 

uy 
SY? 

aq 
of 

M
o
U
y
 
i
u
s
u
0
d
a
p
 
B
o
y
m
 

Agrewosisd 
P 

Aq 
‘Baur 

H&S 
942 

‘worpiodso> 
NOM 

YEOdHOD 





s\s™ GAZETTE PHONE 374-4141 

By PAM:SNOOK © quested, he said City: potion alno f 
‘Garetie Reporter asked for a record of any 

‘| ALBANY ~ City police feared | committed by Young or Spear: |. 
-}that the demonstration at Sep-| man and information about 

{ , mateh| Young from the Communist 

be a a violent | Workers Party in Greensboro.” 

y in New where 100| But under cross-e fn 
‘ sla bon injured Albany's iv, activist attorney William 
i = ui nstler, Reid den that city 

trial of two pro- | police had run a surveillance on |. 
: io be epee ins ee 

* > information from 4 
Fa of Investi- | State Police and city police inves 

a York State | tigations were put bo N= he we 
Potice tad alte peie tent vio- | tial” report gvent>c of 
lence might when various | Police Burke, Reid, el 
nulRant groups | tw 'stop the | William Murray and Detectiv 

between | Paul Hutslander’ ‘ 

Police Feared Rugby Protest 
uld Match New Zealand Riot 

a suitease in 
device was 

Police 
other 
raid of a 

‘and two 
PIS a.m. 

ai Avenue apart- 
ment on the day of the camtrover- 

ed Y 
rein a 

of her rtment at. Young sald m 

American an # African| The report was not circulated |“ 

Reid testified 
said se Sn 

threat ees oe Sepes Cnt to the rest of the police force, |" Clara } 

bo 
‘wan thé nitth witness in| City police were ready to do] ened, but never 

the trial on ing ee gpa anything within the law to defuse | tice clalme 

st ¥ any violence at the game, said 
of New York | Reid. : 

oy * “Y don't believe in false ar- 
trial is @ ted to end | rests.” the deputy chief said. 

after the bears the de-| But Young and Spearman, ves- 

bwolte 
alge a 

ee ‘Ss last w and record- | tifying on their own behall, said | be 

pistol found in the glove compart: 

alge told eity and | ment of Young s car. 
Unat Ky Klux| Defense lawyers Kunstler and 

mgr ' ‘a rdestad wy oe fea the was 

K met up | plant police to : 
‘orkers ; ’ Party | and Spearman before the.gam 

_ protesters anothes batile like the 

er broadcasts of } they never had, saw or knew of | said. : 
fees the protes- | the loaded 38 Smith and Wesson} Satterfield said she had 

CWP might happen, he said. after he was taken from Young's “Strange 
: “T didn’t think the Albany Po- poe os put ina aa 
ive Depa could the | lice car in an Albany State 

_[demonstration,” Reid said. “The | versity parking lot. ce 
first reports said upwards of| ‘Someone was searching the 
20,000 people... told the clef (of | car. An officer said ‘we've got 

(BF ce ea lirst time he saw the gun was) & 

Sebo 

police) the games ought to be ean- | him’ and the other officers had signed an af 
jamped up and cheered,” Spear. 

om @ og le man said. Only later did he s6e | then 
Gave: Ger that it was a wi he suid. = | be 
apes af But police earlier that ‘ 

later ru! fh should be | they found the gun after they | Union? 
played the next day. stopped Spearman tor drivi 

‘Y recommended we needed | Young's car, which was 
outside help,” Réid said stolen in August 

The National Guard was re-| Young said he had never seen 
the loading device for the gur 
until after he was arrested. M 

5 sia sbuiiecs + Lashetespenouiersonaeihecsinton ca 

lase Regt 
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[Distr ust of Police, Kunstler Defense 
I Factors in Protesters’ Acquittal 
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Ms. Michelson was one of the leaders 
of the Coalition Against Apartheid but, because ‘Of ber arrest, could not 



i to.sue the city for $ Million violations 
of her con. ; ' Stitutional righty, ki 
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changing, On one side was the government, prosecuting John Spearman and 
Mike Young for felonious possession of a handgun. On the other side was the 
defendants, charging the government With conspiracy to frame and cut off. * =
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Greensboro, El Salvador oon, the government has grossly abused this sacred 
trust beyond all endurance, ‘ : Hii on Warn pation aia 

ie ah 

made personal sacrifices and dared to stand up for the truth. Defense at- 
torneys William Kunstler and Lewis Oliver shredded the flimsy web of police 
lies brilliantly: ‘ ee Ped wae 

*Authorities denied any prior surveillance and claimed that Young's car 
was stopped because they thought it was ‘‘stolen.’’ Yet, a tape of the police 
radio transmissions that night revealed that officers believed Young to be driv- 
ing the vehicle. Once stopped, the car was surrounded by 30 officers represen- 
ting the FBI, SUNY campus security, and members of the Albany, Capitol and 
State police departments < all for a ‘routine’ stolen car bust. Furthermore, it 
was shown that Albany officials had the cooperation of both the New York Ci- 
ty and Greensboro police. 

*Police claimed they found a revolver lying in plain sight in the open glove 
compartment. Yet, one officer testified that the gun was found under the car 
seat and said so in his written report. Police admitted in court that no attempt 
was made ta check the gun for fingerprints. ; ‘ 

*The search warrant used to enter the apartment where Young was stay- 
ing alleged that Clara Satterfield had asked for police protection from Young, 
who supposedly threatened her at a meeting that night. The warrant listed 
weapons such as an “‘electronic dart gun” and explosives which were allegedly 
stored in the apartment. In addition, it stated that aman, whom police assum- , 
ed was Young, was seen running from the car before it was stopped. Yet, Sat- 
terfield testified that she called police to ask protection from the pro-apartheid 
forces, not Young. No weapons were found in the apartment and police admit- 
ted during cross-examination that the list on the warrant was “‘copied’’ from a 
“police manval’’ and from press reports. Furthermore, defense attorneys 
pointed out that it was impossible for Young to be running from a car at ap- 
proximately the same time he was supposedly ‘‘threatening’’ Satterfield. . 

*Police claimed they found bullets matching those in the revolver ina bag 
with Young's initials on it in the apartment. Yet, the bullets were shown to be 
of a different make from those in the revolver, and police could not produce 
the mysterious bag. ° 

This clumsy attempt to frame Spearman and Young and repress the anti- 
apartheid, anti-racism movement is not an isolated incident. It is part of a 
larger conspiracy against the American people, a conspiracy authorized by the 
highest levels of government. Executive Order 12333 gives President Reagan 
sole discretion in deciding how far government agents can go in singling out 
communists for attack and trampling the rights of citizens. Bypassing 
legislative and judicial supervision, the Order ‘‘legalizes’’ acts which would 
otherwise be grossly illegal,” - pee Neos : 

But the Albany jury's decision puts the government on notice that the . 
American people will not stand for agents trampling on our political rights. 
The people of Albany reached their verdict. The government stands convicted, 

4 
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Freddy Washington 
Albany, N.Y. “Everybody went 

‘razy,"" was the way jubilant Vera 
Michaelson described anti-apartheid 
people's reactions to John Spearman 
and Mike Young's acquittal last Satur- 
day in Albany, New York, of gun 
oossession charges and being a threat to 
commit violent acts. The charges grew 
out of Spearman and Young’s leader- 
ship role in the anti-apartheid protest 
against the South African rugby team 
playing in Albany’s Bleeker Stadium last 
September 22. Five law enforcement 
agencies played a part in putting 
ogether the case against Spearman and 
Young according to anti-apartheid sup- 

rs. In the final analysis they (the 
c) beat themselves with a case 

vvSetivers called a shabby set-up at- 
empt, 
The Spearman/ Young trial had all the 

carmarks of the growing trend of ‘guilty 
inti proven innocent’ in America’s 
Ustice system, where proof of innocence 

» less and less ‘admissible’ evidence 
vhen it's in favor of the defendants. The 
ase against Spearman and Young was 
ruught with inconsistencies, ques- 
jonable manipulation of the law and 
overt demonstration-busting tactics. 

fhe PRE aided Albany police with a 
{O0-pace feport on Young and the Com- 
nunist Workers Party, presumably in- 
ormation that would help Albany build 

1 dsc; the other agencie, were State 
Hiversity security pole Capitol 

volice. Greensboro police, State police 
and N.Y > ,oliee, according to 
reputable sources. But as Mike Young 
later said, ‘The jury was honest, They 
saw the evidence the prosecution 
wesented Way full of holes and there was 
0 grounds to send us to jail.’ He con- 
inued, “They (the police) thought with 

in all-white jury and two blacks on trial 
didn’t have to stack the jury. So 

Guest justice prevailed. Put that’s not 
'O say the system is not bad.’’ 
Spearman and Young were Originally 

arrested with seven other anti-apartheid 

Protestors but the others got minor 
charges of public disturbances and 
possession of marijuana dropped. 
Spearman and Young who were actually 
arrested the night before the rugby game 
were charged with possession of a gun 
supposedly found in Young's car and 
labeled a threat to commit violent acts 
against Clara Satterfield, an anti- 
apartheid supporter and the head of the 
Albany NAACP. 

Police had stated before the trial that 
a routine problem car check was the 
reason for stopping Young's car at 7:30 
pm the evening of Noy, 21, Albany 
defense attorney Lewis Oliver and civil 
rights attorney William Kunstler 
presented a police car radio transcript 
that said in part, ‘The driver is a guy 
with a beard'' which should have been 
Young but instead it was Spearman they 
arrested, It was also brought out that 
New York City police had sent Albany a 
list of license plates to look for and stop, 
Mike Young's license apparently a 
priority. The prosecution’s ‘routine 
stolen car check’’ and denials that the 
arrest was pre-planned fell apart. 

The gun supposedly found, a .38 
revolver, was charged to Spearman. At 
10 pm Clara Satterfield called Albany 
police for protection against pro- 
apartheid people. The police apparently 
turned around Satterfield’s words and 
added to their official statements that 

2O 
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Innocent 

* Young posed a danger to Satterfield, Satterfield went on record refuting the police, 

vorter and subsequent Organizer of the Albany Defense Coalition. The warrant Stated Young was violent and dangerous based on FBI and N.Y.C. police infor- mation. At 3:15 am Young was arrested and Michaelson’s home was searched, Supposedly a loaded speed loader for the .38 was found. 
Testimony about the gun was even we ose, 

Reports from courtroom testimony by police officers never proved the gun which Spearman and Young were charg- ed with Possessing was ever in the car. State University security guard Lasko testified the gun was under the seat of the car, Albany policeman De Paula said the gun was in the glove compartment when fellow narcotic of ficer Kasikowski Opened the car to search it. Kasikowski later said he was in the car when the gun was found but did not say where it was placed. 

The state’s case really went to the dogs when it was discovered that the bullets in the gun and the bullets allegedly found in Young’s Possession when he was ar- rested were different makes, the police could not present the traveling bag the 

bullets were said to be in and no finger- Prints were taken to Prove if Young had 

Governor Carey and his luxury house- buying Secretary Robert Morgado were 

listings were only used to contact People in the anti-apartheid movement. The six- woman, six-man jury saw through the 

According to Michaelson the general Public was ijn Support of the anti- apartheid effort, Supporters packed the 

said, ‘*Well, that’s one for the people,’* —_———— LAT LLL LTeLTTmnme 
See related editorial . — 

On page 2 
et 



By FRANK H. ELAM, = Two anti-apartheid activists 
arrested © during” Jast ° year's ; 

South African rugby team, were xequitted of charges of posses- 
sing aw eapon in Albany, NLY,, 
March 6, 

The all-white jury deliberated 
12 hours before finding Mike 
Young. a member of the Com- 
muimist’ Workers Party (CWP) and John Spearman, a CWP “Supporter, not guilty” of the felony charges. The two Black 
wetivists: faced sentences of up 
107 years in prison if Convicted.” ‘WH owas a great victory for the» people,” Young esulted: after 
the verdict, : 

Albany demonstraian against 

Protests against the tour of 'g 

MBit oe 

Albany anti-apartheid activists a 
The trial’ was’ marked 

contradictory and perjured tes. limiohy from state Witnesses, including police’ officers. and 
observers felt the state's efforts 
to frame the two men were 
obvious to the jury. lt was a 
situation,”’.~ said Spearman, 
“where people were able ta see } and understand that the police and FBI have no qualms what-- 
soever in fabricating evidence, «. and using dirty tricks in order to 
further the federal govern- 
ment’s foreign policy. cy ots Young’ and Spearman were 

arrested in Albany last Sept. 22." Only hours before a planned MASS protest against a match: berween a U.S. rugby team and 

‘es ke fg 
é 

the South African rugby team 
tour last September. 

a 

_ broke into 

a a 

Both men were 
build support for the protests as organizers of the broad-based anti-apartheid coalition Stop 
the Apartheid Rugby Tour (SART). Young was arrested after police and FRI agents 

an apartment where he. was Slaying in 

hours earlier while siting in 
Vung can Shoe org The arrests ‘were made after 
police issued ‘a@ search Warrant 
against Spearman’ and Young. 
The warrant laier turned out to 
be based on false information, 
The charges against the two 
men were based on the alleged 
police discovery of a gun while 
searching the cur and 4 speed 
loader and bullets in the apart 
ment occupied by Young. In the 
trial, however. the defense 
urged that the gun and other 
evidence were planted by the 
police while they were sears hing 
We car and apartment, During 
the prosecution testimony, wit- 
Ress afler witness, including the 
police officers who conducted 
the search, minde contradictory 
Statements. This, plus defense 
Withess testimony rebutting the State's witnesses, added to the 
Jury's doubts inthe state's case, 

Supporters — of Young and Spearman charged that the 
arrests Were part of a campaign of political repression by local 
and federal authorities to inti- 

Albany, 
Spearman was arrested a few. 

ease acne pCR Te mee 
Nee g Cae id 

qui ed La jaa ih be a 

© Springboks, the’ South at * ,. Tidan team on tour in the US. 
in Albany to ee 

ihe eal 
midate 

, and the Reagan 

Part of this. effort’ involved a campaign by local politicians 

_. because 
pation, 

ee 
opponents of apartheid 

administra. tion's | support «Of the, Sout 
African white minority regime. 

and the press to red-bait SART 
se of the’ CWP's partici. | 

A Ioeal coalition was formed 10 provide legal and political Support for Young and Spear. & man and two ‘other activists arrested with them, The coali. tion included the NAACP, the 
Democratic Socialist Organizing 
Commitee, National Black ‘In. 
dependent Political Party, Wo- 
men’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom and Black 
student organizations, i 

The SART campaign was 
begun last summer to cOuMer President Reagan's efforts to allow the Springboks to play in 
the U.S. and his pro-apartheid policy in’ general Because of 
public pressure generated by 
SART and others, previously 
scheduled Springbok matchesiin 
five cities were cancelled, 

After their arrests last Sep- 
tember, Young and Spearman 
Spent six and nine days re- 
spectively in jail, ander virtual , 
preventive detention, They were 
denied bail, phone catls and 
access ta lawyers. The 1wo other 
activists, Whe also were held 
under preventive detention, 
Were cleared of charges of 
Possession of marijnana and 
firecrackers last Deceniber, 



BY MICHAEL KOZAK ; 
Vo ALBANY, N.Y, The anti- 

- apartheid ‘movement won a victory in 
.@ courtroom here March 6 against the 

” government's attempt to frame up two 
» New York City Black activists — Mike 

- Young and John Spearman — for 
“, possession of a weapon, 

In a resounding defeat for the gov- 

. Young and Spearman not guilty. 

Defense lawyers’ William Kunstler 
and Lewis Oliver argued that the po- 
lice had tried to defuse and demobilize 

framing up one of ita most visible 
leaders, Young, and his friend Spear- 
man. The prosecution, on the other 
hand, asserted that this was simply a 
criminal case of weapon possession. 
Young and Spearman were arrested 

the night before the September 22, 
1981, protest in Albany against the 
South African rugby team, the Spring- 
boks. 

Arrest of anti-apartheid protesters 
came on eve of September 22, 1981, 
demonstration in Albany against 
South African rugby team. 
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ernment, an all-white jury found . 

a@ growing anti-apartheid struggle by . 

nti-aparineid activists beat. 
‘Albany frame-up attempt — 

The Springbok’s game-in Albany's 
Bleecker Stadium was the only game 
of the team’s U.S. tour that waa played 
in public. Games originally scheduled 
for New York City and Chicago were 
either canceled or played at secret 
sites, due to public protests. 

Young, a member of the New York 
City Stop the Apartheid Rugby Tour 
(SART) and.the Communist Workers 
Party, was sent to Albany by SART at’ 
the request of the Albany Coalition 
Against Apartheid. He helped local 
activists build a broad coalition of 
religious, political, labor, and student 
groups to demonstrate against the 
September 22 rugby game. 

The police, aided by the media, tried 
to violence-bait the protest. A state 
police report claimed that the Klu Klux 
Klan was coming to Albany to battle 
the Communist Workers Party in 
scenes 
North Carolina, in 1979, The FBI 
warned ‘that violence might erupt 
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reminiscent of Greensboro, 

when demonstrators arrived in Albany 
from around the Northeast. Hysterical 
television coverage showed hospital 
emergency rooms preparing for an 
onslaught of injured people. 

On the pretext of violence from the 
demonstrators as well as the KKK, 
New York Governor Carey canceled 
the game on September 17. He claimed 

i imminent danger of riot and ~ “an 
breach of peace.” On September 21, a 
state court overruled Carey and al- 
lowed the game to continue. It was-' 
then that the police made their move. 

First they arrested John Spearman 
aa he drove Mike Young's car. Realiz- 
ing that they had not arrested Young, 
who was the person they sought in 
hopes of undercutting preparations for 

protest, police then raided the 
apartment where Young was staying. 

i) fAwt 
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611 Ocean Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 
February 22, 1982 

Dear Friends, 

We are approaching difficult times in many ways. I believe the good and bad experiences will serve as a foundation of strength. 

First, I want to say that the collective support and organized resistance has put Albany in the political arena with a different awareness. This collective demand for equality and human rights is ringing loudly around the world, although they would have us to believe otherwise. 

Last week Michael and I met with more friends in solidarity to help push out the African Liberation Day 1982, and to build more Support John and Mike's cases, 

I want to say thank you now for taking up the demands of anti- apartheid sentiment. We are people of different experiences and influences, and at times our emotions and sentiments are expressed differently. 

As a working mother and wife who loves her husband sincerely, 1 want you to know that I want to acknowledge the support in the anti-apartheid movement growing. 

Michael and John have put their well-being on the line, as many individuals and groups before and after them have done. The rip~ pling affect is growing. My husband nor John are replaceable as husbands, friends or organizers, although the struggle will continue. It must continue so that united we can gain many successes. This I feel will happen as we continue the lines of communication. 

Sincerity and Mien 

b Le (Ana a& YU 

Vigginia and Mike 

we
 



January 19, 1982 

Dear Friend, 

As you probably know by now, after almost three months of legal manuvering by the government, continuous attempts to cover up their frame up, and a lot of hard work on the part of the legal defense committee, the Coalition against Apartheia and supporters; the case against Aaron Estis and me has Sen completely dismissed. 

unity was overwhelming. The people seemed to realize instinct- ively that the government (the mayor, the police dept., the FBI, and the D.A.'s office) was attempting to disrupt the demonstration 

And your contribution helped not only financially but also served to keep our spirits high. When I was in jail x quickly realized that they were intentionally trying to isolate me from my friends, the community and the coalition. That can get to you evan though you know you didn't do anything to warrant this kind of treatment and incarceration, That's how they try to capture your mind and break your spirit. 

But once the concern was expressed in the community and your money started coming in, I knew they had lost and we had won. I could not have made it without your Support. It was crucial. 

grows in the coming years ~- the community will mobilize and the fight back will grow. 



Of course even though Aaron and I were absolutely vin- dicated, the victory will not be complete until Mike Young and John Spearman are set free, as they too were targets of govern- . ment harrassment} particular targets because of Mike's involve- ment with the Communists Worker's Party. 

With the government continuously trying to disrupt the movement with informants, phone taps, violence baiting, red baiting and other "creative" tactics, it becomes increasingly important to stand united and work in coalitions. 

theid Rugby tour) and the Albany Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism were so successful. They were broad based coalitions committed to one purpose..... fighting racism and apartheid. This is why the government tried to divide us - unity is one of the 

But stepped-up attacks on the people will only serve to unite us further. 

And oh yes, Aaron and I are suing for damages (amount un= decided at this time). we are suing for false arrest, false im- prisonment, malicious Prosecution, denial of bail, slander, libel and violations of the ist, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th and 14th ammendments and corresponding New York State Constitution civil rights violations. 

We're going for broke you'll be happy to know. Thank you again, 

Your friend in struggle, 

ee 



March 11, 1982 

Dear "Mike", 

What a satisfying victory! To just say "Thank you" seems so incomplete. It is truly hard to express 
our graditude to you. 

Your contribution in the recent Struggle was 
very significant and a strong factor in the victory. 

Our family cherishes your friendship. Thank you 
for standing by and aiding us throughout the confine~ 
ment, hearings and trial. We do appreciate every 
thoughtful and helpful act. 

We look forward to an even closer relationship 
personally, politically and organizationally. 

Foce+ Comrsclathep 

Phn Exe, bheg 



' 
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March 9, 1982 

can pass this along to all the people wh day after day, i 
especially who 

Personally, I was really touched b for Big Mike (at the PLU. 
I realized that it came as 
as from your personal feelings. That’ real glad we're on the same side! 

difficult and frustrating about being " 

conference), 

active in the struggle" (i.e., being a revolutionary). But now and then, there is the sat- isfaction that it's worth it. This is one of those times and I love it!! Though, I! 
ahead. You can bet things will intensify ~- the beast hates to lose. 

would have been, the two of us keeping the in all seriousness, there is no way I feel strongly about. That's when 

with you, get to know My alter-ego i have to stick together, you know! 

Once again - YOU ALL DONE GoopD! you soon. 

132 S€é Monks Awa 2 

6 } 

(312) 68&-o6 99 

; NY 13D se 

I really 

Besides, 
n Albany. 

at others who feel the way I do are 

uch a "dangerous" and 
I'd like to hang out 

Us uppity women 

and I look forward to seeing 

Take care, 

aes 
<eeeenencrmeccnin 
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IMPLICATIONS OF THF ACQUITTAL OF 
* u a N é N SUMMARY RFMAPKE PC ip 3/8/82 itemise meneame eae 

by 
FRANK G. POCUE 

Member of the NAACP Poard 
eae ee eae gee pe 

acquittal, 

As most of you know by now, in some ways the racist 
South African Covernment, the South African Springbok Ruaby 
Team, Thomas Selfridge, and Frastus Corning, have been found 
guilty of spreading racist Oppression throughout the world, 
especially in Albany, New York. 

Prior to and during September 22, 1981, the "Day Of Shame" 
in Albany, the Albany Coalition Aqainst Apartheid anda Racism, 
composed of many community organizations and individuals, 
made the necessary preparation to meet racism head on, 
Needless to say, the Coalition was successful, and to the 
extent that it was, this branch should be proud of the role 
Played by selected members of its board. 

I have mentioned that the South African Government and 
Erastus Corning were found guilty. I said this because 
Michael Young and John Spearman, two defendants who were 
accused of felony weapon charges, were acquitted on Saturday 
by an all-white jury in an all-white court, 



oe 

Poth Young and Spearman, as well as Vera Michelson and 

Aron Estis, were politically detained, locked behind bars 

to prevent their participation in the planned war against 

racism. Police charged that they found’a gun in Young's 

car, which Spearman was driving, and ammunition in vera 

Michelson's apartment, where they were staying, 

Throughout the trial, members of the Coalition Against 

Apartheid and some members from this board were present in 

the courtroom. When the verdict 'not guilty' was finally 

given, there was corresponding jubilation. William Kunstler 

and Lewis Oliver, attorneys for the defense, had convinced 

the jury that the police had Placed the gun and ammunition 

in the automobile. The Albany Police Department was found 

guilty of pulling one of its favorite tricks on the poor and 

black citizens. 

Although all defenders of justice, including the board 

here, should be delighted with this action, we should know 

that piecemeal or individual victories are not sufficient 

to remove the day-to-day oppression we face as a group. 

Indeed, the inactivity of this branch ana other organizations, 

on @ regular basis, may well explain the atmosphere which 

gave rise to Corning's decision to allow public facilities 

to be used and may explain the perceived freedom of the 

police to disregard our basic human rights, 



an 

This calls for consistent action and Planning--not 
reacting, after the fact. The branch must take a more 
active role in the Plight of black people in Albany, whether 
it's police brutality, gentrification and black removal, 
failure of educational Systems, unemployment, etc. Well 
developed and researched policy statements must be made 
public frequently. At the very least, this will give 

who speaks for the black community? If we cannot or do 
not articulate the needs of the black community from which 
we receive legitimacy, then we have failed. 

Organizations with a long successful history as the 
NAACP enjoys, must be measured by the qood they do for 
the people they represent. During the trial of Young and 
Spearman, individuals, who happen to be members of this 
board, were active participants. The board, as a whole, was 
not. Until we function as a board, in defiance of oppression, 
the poor people in Alkany will show little interest in our 
beautifully printed constitution and by-laws, our member less 
standing committees, our dances and dinners to which poor 
people can least afford to participate. This may explain 

membership in the Five Percenters than those who point with 

we were organized to serve. 



ey es 

No organization worth its salt is free of periodic 
conflict and internal Stress. If for no other reason, 
conflict occurs because we are human beings with different 
realities. Stress and conflict, akthough enevitable in 
such an organization as ours, should be functional or 
useful because it is a measure of how much more we have 
to do; how much is left to conquer. It is dynsfunctional 
or disruptive, even counterproductive, when it prevents 
us from focusing on our very reason for being. When this 
occurs, we have lost the battle and will soon self destruct, 
We cannot let this happen, 

skin." The fact that we are no where near this victory should 
be evidence enough to strengthen the branch in its efforts 
to guarantee for all access to all of the good things society 
has to offer. Indeed, the very worse thing we can do about 
oppression is to do nothing-~to be silent when we should be 
articulating the issues; to be complacent when we should 
feel and dramatize the hopelessness of others; to sit idly 
by as other organizations are speaking out instead of 
proclaiming the rightful historic leadership role for which 
our organization is known internationally. When the latter 
occurs, a proliferation of new organizations develop, 
many of which are issue Oriented and temporary in nature. 
Eventually, this has the ingredients for the perfection 
of "divide and conquer." 
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“6 - _ 
Young and Spearman are free now, but their freedom 

is just as temporary as our own freedom. The case of these 
two has taught us again how dependent we are on each other, 
Although there aren't ever any clear winners in situations 
like this, we have been provided with still another oppor- 
tunity to organize our éfforts to prevent this from 
happening again, 

THIS Mus? NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN. LET's TAKE OUR a eerreieenee "RIGHTFUL LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THE COMMUNITY. TO DO LESS ae tena aden 

q - LOVE IN THE STRUCCLE - 
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GAZETTE PHONE 374-414] SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1982 

Though You May Never Realize It— 

By PAM SNOOK 
Gasette Reporter 

ALBANY ~— First there were 
clicking noises on the phone, next 
wierd garbled sounds, later a 
piercing electronic scream, 

I thought the telephone waa 
ed, but what could | do about 
era Michaelson said. 

“T was sure they (police) were 
following me, but | wasn't gy 
too much attention,” said the Al- 
bany woman who was active in 
September's protest of the con- 
troversial Springboks rugby 
game. 

It wasn't until two weeks ago 
that Michaelson’s suspicions of 
being under police surveillance 
Pe bheg true. One chapter of an 
00-page police report on the pro- 

testers Was named after her, her 
lawyer told her. The report sur- 

| faced during a recent trial of two 
| New York City men who helped 
organize the September protest. 

| “It's difficult to know for sure 

bu; 
it, 

“conte 

if you are a victim of surveil- 
lance. Often, many don't find out 
unt! years later,” sald Jim Coben 
of the Campaign for Political 
Rights. Coben spoke on ‘‘Buga, 
Taps and Infiltratora” last night 
at the Albany Public Library. 

The Federal bureau of inveati- 
gation and other intelligence 
— are justified in keeping a 
close watch on someone If there is 
strong evidence they might com- 
mit a erlminal acta, Coben said, 
Surveillance of people who are 
expresaing political viewpoints is 
against the constitution’s First 
Amendment rigtits, he said, 

“Until someone is suspected of 
a crime they should not be subject 
to police investigation,” said 
Coben, whose organization edu- 
cates and organizes for political 
freedoms. 

But the government does tap 
and investigate political activists, 
he claims. 

“In the late 708 it was the 

evironmental activisis, now the 
anti-nuclear activists are aurveil- 
lance targets,” Coben said, 

Church groups, civil rights 
groups and even parent-teachers 
organizations have been investi- 
gated secretly, he said, “I would 
not be surprised if they had a file 
on me," 

Outraged ut surveillance prac- 
tees, citizens in Seattle, Washing- 
ton passed an ordinance two 
ears ago to prohibit local police 
rom secret watches of - itical 

activists. It is the only city in na- 
tion to have such an ordinance, 
Coben said, 

Detroit's city council passed a 
similar measure in December, 
but Mayor Coleman Young ve- 
toed it 

Political activists here in Alba- 
ny are considering taking action 
on an anti-political surveillance 
regulation. 

Although First Amendment 
rights apply nationwide, without 

Surveillance: Still a Government Tool 
regulations like Seattie’s the onty 
way to prevent surveillance for 
polltical activist is through litiga- 
tion, he said. Antivnuclear activ. 
ists of New Hampshire's 
Clamshell Alliance teated the 
legal waters recently and won 
Cuben said. They were awarde: 
more than $700,000, 

“Surveillance inhibits people 
from taking political action,” he 
suid. 

-_ # 
The fear of being watched is 

unfortunate and growing in the 
United States, the political rights 
activial said. “After the 70s there 
was a decrease in concern, now 
it’s on the increase," Coben sald. 

President Ronald Reagan par- 
doned two FBI officials convicted 
of illegal break-ins and his ad- 
ministration has increased intel- 
ligence funding substantially, he 
claims, 
ae FBI is doing a better 

job.” 
“sometime rscnnttstntiennenrntntn ment tinenrneattehittinnrtninenntamni 

i 
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WASHINGTON ~— A_ congressional 

staff report said weapons from the 

Watervliet Arsenal were among $19 
lly exported to 

South Africa. 

The report accused the Defenge and 

$ of allowing 

technology. 

Waterviiet Arsenal officials were 

unavailabbe for dorament. : 

sent to 

South Africa was acquired in the United 

States, mainly from U.S. Army plants 

and supply stocks,” the 46-page report 
said, and a V! ~based 

from violation of the 

1963 U.S. arms embargo. 

The decument, which read in parts 

like a thriller, was prepared by the staff 
of the House Forei subcem- 

mittee on ca which will open 

hearings on the case March 30. It was 

censored before it was released. 

Subcommittee cheirméa Howard 

| Watervliet Arsenal arms shippe 
ye 6 oe aimost ail the equipment Wolpe, D-Mich., said the study “is most 

disturbing because it indicates that our 

official arms embargoes against South 

Africa, Libya and other Third World 

countries risk becoming embargoes in 

af Pk DOTLN O38 

30,000 projectile forg and compo- 

nents, two gun barrels and two radar 

vans, and to four counts of filing false 

information on U.S. Customs declara- 

teens. 

- * ‘ Z a 

sy to 
Tg OF 

d illegal, 
SRC president Gerald Bull and v. 

president Rodgers Gregory each wer, 

sentenced to one year in prison and 

served four months and four and one- 

half months, respectively. SRC was 

fined $45,000 but declared bankruptcy 

and never paid. 

The report implicated a CIA agent 

identified only as “A.B.” and said 

private and government firms in Bel- 

gium and Israel and “front” companies 

in Britain and Liechtenstein also were 

involved in the operation. 

See ARMS, Page 14 
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border. 

it is a chain that 

Arsenal and 

4
 

“The Arsenal had no further knowledge of or involvement in the matter.” 
bh 

the arms sale dea). It hag gone out-of business and its two principals have been convicted — and have already served their sentences — on federal charges of illegal exportation. 

Vt 
“T don't know anything about it,” said Gregory, who served 4% months of a one-year sentence in Allenwood minimum -security prison for his role 

See FOLLOWING, Page 12 



[ Supervised, the a 
shipped overseas. 
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Apartheid i is target of protest at at Arsenal: 

By Michael Muskal "sen
or 

FAL ee Statt Writer oo) coy ad les 
' WATREVORTOTRSTE occeaa 
of the Capital District Coalition Against 
‘Apartheid Saturday’ protested the ins 
volvement of the Waterviiet “Arsenal in (3 ty 
the shipment ‘of’ weapons” ito, South : Ae ‘ "Africa between 1976 and 1978. ve 

ey “We are here today in the c cause of: it the Staff photo by Bob Ric! a: i ANTI-APARTHEID PROTEST — Members of ine Capital District, ™oral fossereronot iat ‘ 
* Coalition Against Apartheid picket Saturday at Watervliet Arsenal. lic priest and: member of, the Albany ™" i 

- 
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FENCE Cai ce ent emamane samira Lip Pi idea eee ee ae ; 

ihdeth sentences ina federal facility for 
: , Violating the embargo, ... aye ooh yectea tent ta t hold our government ‘ 4 pe eget its own embers?” ; ‘Arsenal spokesmen said they had no, Last week, the House "Subsommitiee : 

knowledge the weapons were to be on»Africa held’ hearings on theumat-° Arsenal officials have said they Shipped to South Africa, and they were, ter,trying to’ determine whetheé? the eel produced six modified cannon that. just following orders from the: U.S. : case represented a bureaucratic“error were shipped to Space Research of , Army, in. shipping the cannon to | .or a deliberate attempt by. the govern. as 

‘g 

North Troy, Vt. That firm, using a ~. Vermont. firs ic : « rment to help South Africa. «jai. 
series of dummy corporations in Bus During the hearings, ‘State "Dei rt-§ eh (Tope, then sold the cannon — and an “The arms sale ultimately led to the iment and « CLA“ ‘officials “ said that * 
estimated $19 million of other arma- conviction of Space Research's two ments — to South Africa in violation of ; Principals, Gerald V, Bull and Rogers a 1963 embargo of such sales by the Gregory. who served about four. 
aR eEREeEE eee eae | 

diocese's Peace and Justice Committee. United States and the United Nations. 


