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The Peoply of the State of New York
70
VERA MICHELSON GREETING.
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Second Floor, Albany, New York
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GAZETTE PHONE 174-4141

By PAM SNOOK |

Gagetie
ALBANY - City police tearad

that the ﬁmmmm at

tember's Springbok r;im ma h
| et 1 M b whare 160
“§ prodest in New where 160
| mle were injured Albany’
{ Oy d?h{
tey
|l o
| $
ko
feroe w
militant growps
Sept. 22
ﬁcmﬂsclh an ] African
pw nﬁ Deputy Chief

- Was tﬂ sitth witness in
onwamm| possession

ﬂﬂﬂﬂ

protesters anotheg battle like the
“tne in North Carelina, whare the
KKK dhd hn mhers of the
CWP migh
djdat th meldA hu
O
M m Reid said.
Iirst reports sadd upwards nf
20,000 peoplai. | told the cistef (of
pdmmpmwwhem

P

i should be
the pext day

mumdoﬂ we needed |

m help.” Reid sald
The National Guard was re-

*% ¥ -_l “W

. | State Police and city

{Police Feared Rugby Protest
uld Match New Zealand Riot

uested he said e also
g»shed for a rmrdof o . :
committed by Youn ur
man and inferma ou!
Young from the Cummuht
Workers Party in Greensboro.
But under cross-e
t:{v activist attorney William
unstier. Reid den that city
lm had run a surveillance on
oung or Spearman.
The information from the FBI,

police inves
tial”’ re rtlveu

-also ﬁmiﬂ having a sitcase in

and two
amr ri momgn am.
ratd a#f Avenue apart-
mant’ on lll,a day of MW

moxdﬁpm M'm
s,
of h .p:‘!'m.« ? -
of her apar a
Youg said o

f

tigations were put in

Ia "m"
Police

William Murray md bmcuw- |
Paul Hubhnder ‘

The report was not circulated |
to the rest of the police force,
Reld testified

City police were veady
anything within the law (0 defuse
any violence at the game, said

tiee clalmd iy w r’i
statéments. “That *ﬂ lbde

Rmd said.
l don’t believe in faise ar- clgsely with her
thtdepnjrlueimiﬂ #et of the
But Yo rman, Les- | Bp
tifying on their own bahull. said

they never had, saw or knew of | said e
the loaded .38 Smith and Wesson MMMM“W
pisiol found in the glove compert. 10:30 the night e

ment of Young s car. me % “hw
Defense lawvers Kunstier angd m% P 3 R |
Lewis Oliver claim the Cars followihg her . $dme-
planted by police o as pepeapedly phor g
and Spearman hefm o o -

k.

tirst time he saw the gun was | §
after he was taken from Young's .
car, handouffed and put in a

lice car in an Albany State |

versity parking lot. said. g

“Someone was searrhmg the e TR '
car. An officer said ‘'we've gol Sanoﬁtld testified that she
him' and the other officews hu m a 2 it about
jamped up and cheered.” 21

man sald. Only later did Be see ihn 3
shat it was a w . he s, YLD
lhl!‘v found the gun after they | Un m Hie
stappad Spearman for drivi games.
Young's car, which was - |
mmn in August

Young said he had never seen

i the loading device for the gur
I until after eﬂHMH
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"~ . When an all-white jury from mainstream America finds two black com- oy
munists more believable than the government, something fundamental is . i
changing, On one side was the government, prosecuting John Spearman and . 03
Mike Young for felonious possession of a handgun. On the other side was the . =

defendants, charging the government with conspiracy to frame and cut off .

leaders of a growing protest movement against U.S. support for apartheid
South Africa and racism at home. By finding Spearman and Young innocent, = ¢ é‘

the jury chose against apartheid, racism and the government, -~ A
The faith and confidence of the people is a precious thing —- once
violated, it is not casily regained, The Albany verdict shows how little credibili--
ty the government has left. Vietnam, Watergate, COINTELPRO,
Greensboro, El Salvador — the government has grossly abused this sacred . - .

=:: =._ -a' ?.*

trust beyond all qn—durﬁhc«é.5-_’?2;-3“_“':'-;:;-% e R T R
.~ Yet even with this credibility gap as a backdrop, the verdict would not . ¢
~have been possible if not for the courage and political outspokenness of the =
' defendants and the steadfastness and hard work of their supporters in Albany -
.. and elsewhers By icstilying for the defense, New York Supreme Court Justice  +
‘ Bo&;’th—;"ndl"&cf black political activist and authcr Manning Marable, Professor "
- Emmet Basset of New Jersey, and Albany NAACP head Clara Satterfield
made personal sacrifices and dared to stand up for the truth. Defense at-
torneys William Kunstler and Lewis Oliver shredded the flimsy web of police
lies brilliantly: - Sha b o i 0 R W e o

*Authorities denied any prior surveillance and claimed that Young's car
was stopped because they thought it was “‘stolen.”” Yet, a tape of the police
radio transmissions that night revealed that officers believed Young to be driv-
ing the vehicle. Once stopped, the car was surrounded by 30 officers represen-
ting the FBI, SUNY campus security, and members of the Albany, Capitol and
State police departments £ all for a “‘routine’’ stolen car bust, Furthermore, it
wias shown that Albany officials had the cooperation of both the New York Ci-
ty and Greensboro police,

*Police claimed they found a revolver lying in plain sight in the open glove
compartment. Yet, one officer testified that the gun was found under the car
seat and said so in his written report. Police admitted in court that no attempt
was made to check the gun for fingerprints. , o it

*The search warrant used to enter the apartment where Young was stay-
ing alleged that Clara Satterfield had asked for police protection from Young,
who supposedly threatened her at a meeting that night. The warrant listed
weapons such as an “‘electronic dart gun'® and explosives which were allegedly
stored in the apartment. In addition, it stated that a man, whom police assum-
ed was Young, was seen running from the car before it was stopped. Yet, Sat-
terfield testified that she called police to ask protection from the pro-apartheid
forces, not Young. No weapons were found in the apartment and police admit-
ted during cross-examination that the list on the warrant was “‘copied”’ from a
Upolice manval’’ and from press reports. Furthermore, defense attorneys
pointed out that it was impossible for Young 1o be running from a car at ap-
proximately the same time he was supposedly ‘“threatening’’ Satterfield. .

*Police claimed they found bullets matching those in the revolver in a bag
with Young's initials on it in the apartment. Yet, the bullets were shown 10 be
of a different make from those in the revolver, and police could not produce
the mysterious bag. i |

This clumsy attempt to frame Spearman and Young and repress the anti-
apartheid, anti-racism movement is not an isolated incident. It is part of a
larger conspiracy against the American people, a conspiracy authorized by the
highest levels of government, Executive Order 12333 gives President Reagan
sole discretion in deciding how far government agents can go in singling out

~ communists for attack and trampling the rights of citizens. Bypassing
legislative and judicial supervision, the Order ‘‘legalizes’’ acts which would
otherwise be grossly illegal, st Sy L
~ But the Albany jury's decision puts the government on notice that the .
American people will not stand for agents trampling on our political rights.
The people of Albany reached their verdict, The government stands convicted,
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Freddy Washington

Albany, N.Y. - “Everybody went
Fasy,”" was the way jubilant Vera
Michacelson  desceribed anti-apartheid
people’s reactions to John Spearman
and Mike Young's acquittal last Satur-
lay in Albany, New York, of gun
nossession charges and being a threat to
-ommit violent acts. The charges grew
Jut of Spearman and Young's leader-
ship role in the anti-apartheid protest
against the South African rugby team
playing in Albany’s Bleeker Stadium last
>eptember 22, Five law enforcement
agencies  played a  part in putting
ogether the case against Spearman and
Young according to anti-apartheid sup-
2% rs. In the final analysis they (the
26 ¢) beat themselves with a case
sustivers called a shabby set-up at-
Cmpt.

The Spearman/ Young trial had all the
«armarks ot the growing trend of ‘guilty
il proven nnocent’ in America’s
Ustice svstem, where proof of innocence
v less and less “‘admissible’ evidence
vhen it's in favor of the defendants. The
ase agamst Spearman and Young was
raught  with  inconsistencies, ques-
wonable manipulation of the law and
wmert demonstration-busting tactics.

Fhe FBI aided Albany police with a
WU-pare ieport on Young and the Com-
nunist Workers Party, presumably in-
ormation that would help Albany build
povase; the other agencie. were State

BIVCISHY  security  poli Capitol
wilive, Greensboro police, State police
and  NY O~ olice, according to
reputable sources. But as Mike Young
later said, “*The jury was honest. They
ww  the evidence the prosecution
wesented was full of holes and there was
10 grounds to send us 1o jail.”’ He con-
inued, ""They (the police) thought with
an all-white jury and two blacks on trial
| didn’t have to stack the jury. So
Maest justice prevailed. Lut that's not
'@ say the svstem is not bad.”’

Spearman and Young were originally
arrested with seven other anti-apartheid

protestors but the others got minor
charges of public disturbances and
possession of marijuana dropped.
Spearman and Young who were actually
arrested the night before the rugby game
were charged with possession of a gun
supposedly found in Young's car and
labeled a threat to commit violent acts
against Clara Satterfield, an anti-
apartheid supporter and the head of the
Albany NAACP.

Police had stated before the trial that
a routine problem car check was the
reason tor stopping Young's car at 7:30
pm the evening of Nov, 21. Albany
defense attorney Lewis Oliver and civil
rights  attorney William Kunstler
presented a police car radio transcript
that said in part, “The driver is a guy
with a beard'" which should have been
Young but instead it was Spearman they
arrested, It was also brought out that
New York City police had sent Albany a
list of license plates to look for and stop,
Mike Young's license apparently a
priority. The prosecution's ‘‘routine
stolen car check' and denials that the
arrest was pre-planned fell apart.

The gun supposedly found, a .38
revolver, was charged to Spearman. At
10 pm Clara Satterfield called Albany
police for protection against pro-
apartheid people. The police apparently
turned around Satterfield’s words and
added to their official statements that

RO
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Innocent

 Young posed a danger to Satterfield.

Satterfield went on record refuting the
police,

porter and subsequent organizer of the
Albany Defense Coalition. The warrant

mation. At 3:15 am Young was arrested
and Michaelson’s home was searched.
Supposedly a loaded speed loader for
the .38 was found.

Testimony about the gun was even
w( e,

Reports from courtroom testimony by
police officers never proved the gun
which Spearman and Young were charg-
ed with POsSsessing was ever in the car.
State University security guard Lasko
testified the gun was under the seat of
the car. Albany policeman De Paula said
the gun was in the glove compartment
when fellow narcotic of ficer Kasikowski
opened the car to search it Kasikowski
later said he was in the car when the gun
was found but did not say where it was

placed.
The state’s case really went 1o the dogs

when it was discovered that the bullets in
the gun and the bullets allegedly found
in Young's possession when he was ar-
rested were different makes, the police

could not present the traveling bag the

bullets were said to be in and no finger-
prints were taken to prove if Young had
handled the gun.

Governor Carey and his luxury house-
buying secretary Robert Morgado were
subpeonaed to produce the 800-page

secution had tried. to keep the political
realities of the case from coming up.
When Young, Michaelson and the
others were arrested police took mailing
| d address and phone books.
Police claimed they were needed to
verify Michaelson’s identity but the
listings were only used to contact people
in the anti-apartheid movement. The six-
woman, six-man jury saw through the
police-staged roust and acquitted Young

According to Michaelson the general
public was in support of the anti-
apartheid effort. Supporters packed the
courtroom and city residents generally
showed optimism in their plight. A city
busdriver, upon picking up supporters
after the victory, heid up one finger and
said, **Well, that's one for the people.”

M

See related editorial i
on page 2




By FRANK H. ELAM . <

Two anti-apartheid activists |
arrested - during © Jast :.'éar:sl;f;
Protests against the 1our of 'a
South African rugby team, were
acquitied of charges of pbsses.
NINg A weapon in Albany, N.Y.,
Miarch 6, |

The all-white Jury deliberated
12 howrs before finding Mike
Young, a member of the Com.
munist Workers Party (CWP)
and John Spearman. 3 CwWPp

S supporier. not  guilly of the
felony charges. The 1wo Black
'0 7 years in prison if convicted.,

| ' was a gfea victory for the

people,”  Young exulted afier

the verdiet, 5

.......\“Il'I ’

activists faced sentences of up

i

H . A _lfl-l*. i

contradictory and perjured tes-

Ctimony f rOm state  witnesses,
including police’ officers. and
observers felt the state's effors
to frame the two men were
abvious 10 the jury. It was a
sttuation,”” . said Spearman,

“where people were able 1o tee é

and understand that the police

and FBI have no qualms w hat- .
soever in fabricating evidence,
and using dirty tricks in order [

further  the federal govern-
ment’s foreign policy.’l o5 ol
Young and Spearman were

arrested in Albany last Sepr. 22,7

onlv  hours before a planned
MASS protest against "a mateh
between a U.S, rugby team and
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activist

The trial -'it:as'“#ﬁmrkﬁd. by !f'hc Springfmh !he sz*lull"a«l"hféE
ritan team on our in the .5,

 Both men_ were in Albany 1o

i |

build support for the protests as

organizers of the broad-based

“anti-apartheid  coalition Stop

the Apartheid Rugby Tour
(5ART). Young was arrested
after police and FBI agents

.. .broke into an apartment where ..

he was  staving in Albany.

hours - earlier while sitling . in
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Spearman was arresied a fow

"~ The arrests 'were made after

- police issued & search warrant

Against Spearman’ and Young,

.+ The warrant Jater turned out (o ,-

+ . be based on false imformation.
The charges against the 1wo
men were based on the alleged
potice discovery of a gun while
searching the car and a speed
loader and bullets in the apart-
ment occupied by Young. In the
trial,  however,  the defense

swrgned that the gun and other
cvidence  w Cre p!;:mt'*d hj\ the
pihice while they were sear: hing
e car and apartment. During
e prosecition testimony, wit-
ness alter wimess, nclunding the
police officers who conducied
the scarch, made contradictory
Statements. This, plus defense
WHIEAS lestimony rebutting the
Mate's witnesses, added to the
ey s doubts in the State’'s case.

;i @nd_ the Reagan  adminisives -

#
o

.|

50 A Jocal eoalition ‘was formed
o Jo provide legal and political
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midate opponents of

partheid =

ton’s  support . of the, South

African white h‘i'inﬁﬁly regime.
Part of this effort involved a
; .,(‘ﬂm]"ilnigﬂ by local politicians
and the press 10 red-bait SART
because of the CWP's partici. i

Support for Young | and Spear.

man and two ‘other activists
arrested with them, The 'cnnli*'_ 3
tion included the NAACP, the

Democratic Socialist Organizing

Commintee, National Black In- .

dependent Politieal Party, Wo.
men's International League for
Peace and Freedom and Black
student organizations. ;

The SART campaign  was
begun fast summer 1o counter
President Reagan's efforts to
allow the Springboks 10 play in
the U.S. and his pro-apartheid
policy in general Because of
public pressure generated by
SART and others, previously
scheduled Springbok matchesin
five cities were cancelled.

After their arrests Jast Sep-
tember, Young and Spearman
Spent six o and  nine davs re.
spectively in jail, under virtual
preventive detention. They were
denied bail, phone  calls and
decess ta kiwvers, The two of her

s Young and aChvists, who also were held
. i Spearman charged that  the wnder  preventive e o
r-.. T . ATTONS were part of g szlpaign were  cleared of uhurglﬁ" -
Albany demonstraion against the South African rugby team of political repression by local possession of muarijuana  and
tour last September, and federal authorities (o imti. ireerachers last Decenmber,
/) ‘ 3 I
A




Arrest of anti-apartheid protesters
came on eve of September 22, 1081,
demonstration in Albany against
South African rugby team,
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BY MICHA‘FL KOZAK -~ .
The anti-
apartheid ‘'movement won a victory in

% .4 & courtroom here March 6 against the
gl govemment’a attempt to frame up two

-~ New York City Black activists — Mike
Yaung and John Spearman — for
, possession of a weapon,

In a rﬁsnundmg defeat fnr the gov-
ernment, an all-white jury

Defense lawyers' William Kunstler
and Lewis Oliver argued that the po-
lice had tried to defuse and demobilize

a growing anti-apartheid struggle by

framing up one of its most visible

7 leaders, Young, and his friend Spear-

man, The prosecution, on the other
hand, asserted that this was simply a
criminal case of weapon possession,

Young and Spearman were arrested
the night before the September 22
1981, protest in Albany against the
South African rugby team, the Spring-
boks.

found .
. Young and Spearman not guilty.

explained the political nature of the
arrests and the threat they pose to all
persons who dissent from the govern-

The Springbok's game in Albany's

Bleecker Stadium was the only game
of the team’s U.S, tour that was played
in public. Games originally scheduled
for New York City and Chicago were
either canceled or played at secret

sites, due to public protests.

Young, a member of the Newﬂ York
City Stop the Apartheid Rugby Tour
(SART) and.the Communist Workers

Party, was sent to Albany by SAR’I‘ at’

the - request of the Albany Coalition
Against Apartheid. He helped local
activists build a broad coalition of
religious, political, labor, and student
groups to demonstrate against tha
September 22 rugby guame.

The police, aided by the media, tried
to violence-bait the protest. A state
police report claimed that the Klu Klux
Klan was coming to Albany to battle
the Communist Workers Party in
scenes  reminiscent of Greensboro,
North Carolina, in 1979, The FBI
warned - that violence might erupt

, and benefit concerts all brought

home the message to Albany citizens.

People responded by attending the
trial of Young and Spearman to show

ment’s position. Leaflets, public meet
in convincing the jury and the people

in Albany to lock beyvond the police

their solidarity. This plaved a key role
claums and expose the frame-up.

INgs

-

- the protest,

when demonstrators arrived in Alban y
from around the Northeast. Hysterical
television coverage showed hospital
emergency rooms preparing for an
onslaught of injured people,

On the pretext of violence from thae
demonstrators as well as the KKK,
New York Governor Carey canceled

the game on September 17. He claimed
““an imminent danger of riot and

breach of peace.” On September 21, a
state court overruled Carey and al-
lowed the game to continue. It was-
then that the police made their move.

Firat they arrested John Spearman
as he drove Mike Young's car. Realiz-
ing that they had not arrested Young,
who was the person they sought in
hopes of undercutting preparations for
police then raided the
apartment where Young was staying.
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611 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, New York
February 22, 1982

Dear Friends,

We are approaching difficult times in many ways. I believe the
good and bad experiences will serve as a foundation of strength.

First, I want to say that the collective support and organized
resistance has put Albany in the political arena with a different
awareness. This collective demand for equality and human rights
18 ringing loudly around the world, although they would have us
to believe otherwise.

Last week Michael and I met with more friends in solidarity to
help push out the African Liberation Day 1982, and to build more
support John and Mike's cases.

I want to say thank you now for taking up the demands of anti-
apartheid sentiment. We are people of different experiences and
influences, and at times our emotions and sentiments are expressed

differently.

As a working mother and wife who loves her husband sincerely, 1I
want you to know that I want to acknowledge the support in the
anti-apartheid movement growing.

Michael and John have put their well-being on the line, as many
individuals and groups before and after them have done. The rip~
pling affect is growing. My husband nor John are replaceable as
husbands, friends or organizers, although the struggle will continue.
It must continue so that united we can gain many successes. This

I feel will happen as we continue the lines of communication.

If this contradictory judicial system finds these men guilty of

their acts against exploitation then I hope we as friends are
able to continue organizing inspite of their displacement.

Sipcerity and solidarity,

Lo =ﬁyL(_.
T AAM ‘,?._ Y

vagﬁinia and Mike

;




January 19, 1982

Dear Friend,

As you probably know by now, after almost three months
of legal manuvering by the government, continuous attempts to
cover up their frame up, and a lot of hard work on the part of
the legal defense committee, the (oalition against Apartheid
and supporters; the case against Aaron Estis and me has beimn

completely dismissed.

Immediately after our arrests and as soon as the initial
shock wore off we began to realize that Support from the comm-
unity was overwhelming. The people seemed to realize instinct-
ively that the government (the mavor, the police dept., the FBI,
and the D.A.'s office) was attempting to disrupt the demonstration
one way or another and that our arrests was only one of their

tactics.

As a contributor to the defense fund you have been instr-
unental in helping us fight back. With your help we have raised
enough money to cover my immediate legal fees.

i

also served to Keep our spirits high. When I was N 4ail
quickly realized that they were intentionally trying to isolate

me from my friends, the community and the coalition. That can get
to you even though you know You didn't do anything to warrent

this kind of treatment and incarceration. That's how they try

Lo capture your mind and break your spirit.

But once the concern was expressed in the community and
your money started coming in, I knew they had lost and we had
won. I could not have made it without your Support. It was
Ccrucial. '
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Of course even though Aaron and I were absolutely vin-
dicated,the victory will not be complete until Mike Young and
John Spearman are set free, as they too were targets of govern-
ment harrassment; particular targets because of Mike's |[nvolve-
ment with the Communists Worker's Party.

With the government continuously trying to disrupt the
movement with informants, phone taps, violence baiting, red
baiting and other "creative™ tactics, it becomes increasingly
important to stand united and work in coalitions.

theid Rugby tour) and the Albany Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racism were so successful. They were broad based coalitions
committed to one purpose..... fighting racism and apartheid. This
is why the government tried to divide us ~ unity is one of the
things they most fear. ‘

But stepped-up attacks on the People will only serve to
unite us further.

And oh yes, Aaron and I are Suilng for damages (amount un-
decided at this time). we are suing for false arrest, false im-
Prisonment, malicious prosecution, denial of bail, slander,
libel and violations of the lst, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th and l4th
ammendments and corresponding New York State Constitution civil
rights violations.

We're going for broke you'll be happyv to know.
Thank you again,

Your friend in struggle,

A
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March 11, 1982

Dear '""Mike",

What a satisfying victory! To Just say "Thank
you" seems so incomplete.

It 1s truly hard to express
our graditude to you.

Your contribution in the recent

struggle was
very significant

and a strong factor in the victory.

Our family cherishes vour friendship, Thank you
for standing by and alding

us throughout the confine-
ment, hearings and trial. We do appreciate every
thoughtful and helpful act.

We look forward to an even

closer relationship
personally, politically

and organizationally.
ﬁﬁ#—W«.«(Bp
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March 9, 1982
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can pass this along to all the people who went to the court room
day after day, who mobilized the protest against the games, and
especially who spread the word throughout the city about the gov't's
Support of apartheid and the police/gov't frame up. We're im~

Personally, I was really touched by the concern you expressed
for Big Mike (at the P.U. conference). But thinking about it more,
I realized that it came as much from your own political convictions
as from your personal feelings. That's a powerful combination: I'm

real glad we're on the same side!

These kinds of incidents (the big ones and the little ones) get
me thinking .... There is little that is glamorous and much that is
difficult and frustrating about being "active in the struggle"

0 (1,e., being a revolutionary). But now and then, there is the sat-

i isfaction that it's worth it. This is one of those times and I
love it!! Though, I'm sure neither of us has illusions about what's
ahead. You can bet things will intensify - the beast hates to lose.
My own frustration was that I couldn't be more actively involved
in this particular struggle. (After all, think of how much fun it
would have been, the two of us keeping the brother in line!) But
in all seriousness, there is no way I could get into every struggle
I feel strongly about. That's when I really appreciate the power
of line and organization - that others who feel the way I do are
taking up those struggles. It reaffirms the belief that history is
on our side and renews the commitment to keep fighting.
(End of reflectionsiii})

When you come down for the victory party in NYC (notice I
say "when," not "if"), you are welcome to stay at my place. My
YOoomates and I would be honored to have such a "dangerous" and
"threatening" person in our midst! Besides, I'd like to hang out
with you, get to know my alter-ego in Albany. Us uppity women
have to stick together, you know!

Once again - YOU ALL DONE GOOD! and I look forward to seeing
you soon.

Take care,

% 1¥Wdlﬁ:) ! Al
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by

~ FRANK G, POCUE
Member of the NAACP Poard

M““hﬂ"ﬂﬁ‘“-

First Vice President Josey and members of the NAACP
Board, I am pleased that I was asked to surmarize my views
of the implications of the Michael Young/John fpearman
acquittal,

As most of you know by now.‘in some ways the racist
South African Covernment, the South African Springbok Ruaby
Team, Thomas Selfridge, and Frastus Corning, have been found

guilty of spreading racist oppression throughout the world,

especially in Albany, New York.

- Prior to and during September 22, 1981, the "Day Of Shame"
in Albany, the Albany Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism,
composed of many community organizations and individuals,
made the necessary preparation to #eet racism head on,

Needless to say, the Coalition was successful, and to the
extent that it was, this branch should be proud of the role
played by selected members of its board.

I have mentioned that the South African Government and
Erastus Corning were found guilty. I said this because
Michael Youno and Jobn Spearman, two defendants who were

accused of felony weapon charges, were acquitted on Saturday

by an all~-white Jury in an all-white court,

.....
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Both Young and Spearman, as well as Vera Michelson and
Aron Estis, were politically detained, locked behind bars
to prevent their participation in the planned war against
racism. Police charged that they found 'a gun in Younq's
car, which Spearman was driving, and ammunition in Vera
Michelson's apartment, where they were staying.

Throughout the trial, members of the Coalition Against
Apartheid and some members from this board were present in
the courtroom. When the verdict 'not quilty' was finally
agiven, there was corresponding jubilation. William Kunstler
and Lewis Oliver, attorneys for the defense, had convinced
the jury that the police had placed the gun and ammunition
in the automobile. The Albany Police Department was found
guilty of pulling one of its favorite tricks on the poor and
black citizens.

Although all defenders of justice, including the board
here, should be delighted with this action, we should know
that piecemeal or individual victories are not sufficient
to remove the day-to-day oppression we face as a group.
Indeed, the inactivity of this branch and other organizations,
on a reqular basis, may well explain the atmosphere which
gave rise to Corning's decision to allow public facilities
to be used and may explain the perceived freedom of the

pPolice to disregard our basic human rights,

r LEBR
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This calls for consistent action and planning-~not
reacting, after the fact. The branch must take a more
active role in the rlight of black people in Albany, whether
it's police brutality, gentrification and black removal,
failure of educational Systems, unemployment, etc. Well
developed and researched pPolicy statements must be made
public frequently. At the very least, this will give
community residents some hope that someone cares, and at
the same time remove doubts in the minds of those who ask,
who speaks for the black community? If we cannot or do
not articulate the needs of the black community from which
We receive legitimacy, then we have failed.

Organizations with a long successful history as the
NAACP enjoys, must be measured by the cood they do for
the people they represent. During the trial of Young and
Spearman, individuals, who happen to be members of this

board, were active participants. The board, as a whole, was

not. Until we function as a board, in defiance of oppression,

the poor people in Albany will show little interest in our
beautifully printed constitution and by-laws, our member less
standing committees, our dances and dinners to which PoOOY
People can least afford to participate. This may explain

the fact that increasingly more youna blacks boast of their
membership in the FPive Percenters than those who point with
pride to traditional organizations like the NAACP. In a very
serious way we are losing touch with the very constituency

we were organized to serve.
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No organization worth its salt is free of periodic
'canflict and internal stress. If for no other reason,
conflict occurs because we are human beings with different
realities. Stress and conflict, although enevitable in
such an organization as ours, should be functional or
useful because it is a méasure of how much more we have
to do; how much is left to conquer. It is dynsfunctional
Oor disruptive, even counterproductive, when it prevents
us from focusing on our very reason for being, When this
occurs, we have lost the battle and will soon self destruct.
We cannot let this happen,

It may well be, as John Rice pointed out so clearly,
that "some day history may record with amazement that a
person’'s whole life was once determined by the color of his
skin." The fact that we are no where near this victory should
be evidence enough to strengthen the branch in its efforts
to guarantee for all access to all of the good things society
has to offer. Indeed, the very worse thina we can do about
oppression is to do nothing-~to be silent when we should be
articulating the issues; to be complacent when we should
feel and dramatize the hopelessness of others: to sit idly
by as other organizations are speakinag out instead of
Proclaiming the rightful historic leadership role for which
our organization is known internationally. When the latter
Occurs, a proliferation of new organizations develop,
many of which are issue oriented and temporary in nature.
Fventually, this has the ingredients for the perfecfian

of "divide and conquer."”

.....
......
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Young and Spearman are free now,

but their freedom

is just as temporary as our own freedom. The case of these

two has taught us again how depehdant we are on each other,.

Although there aren't ever

like this,

any clear winners in sitvations

we have been provided with still another oppor-

tunity to organize ouriéfforts to prevent this from

happening again.

THIS MUST NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN. LET'S TAKE OUR
e SL SR RT AUAIN. LET'E TAKE OUR

RIGHTFUL LEADERSHID ROLE IN THE COMMUNITY.
B e o s s Wb e U e . A ey B AR Dl

s A R, S .

IS _TO WELCOME CATASTROPHE!! |
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Though You May Never Realize It—

By PAM SNOOK
Gatette Reporter

ALBANY -~ First there were
clicking nolses on the phone, next
wierd garbled sounds, later a
piercing electronic scream.

I thought the telephone was
bugged, but what could | do about
it, Vera Michaelson md

“I was sure they police) were
following me, but | wa

sn't in
0o much attention,” sald th Pﬂ 1 F |

bany woman who was active In
September's g)mteu of the con-
troversial Springboks rugby
game.

It wasn't until two weeks ago
that Michaelson's suspicions of
being under police surveillance
grwed true. One chapter of an

00-page police report t‘m the pro-
Jlesters was named after her, her
iawyer told her. The report sur-
faced during a recent trial of two
INew York City men who helped
argamze the September protest.
' “It's difficult to know for sure

Ry T

|

if you are a victim of survell-
lance. Often, many don't find out
until years later,” sald Jim Coben
of the Campaign for Political
Rights. Coben spoke on "Bu a,
and Infiltrators” last night
he Albany Public Library.
The Fedarll Bureau of Investl-
gation and other intelligence
arencm are Justified in keeping a
e watch on someone If there is
sirong evidence they might com-
mit a criminal acts, Coben said.
Surveillance of
exprmlng political viewpolints is
against the cammuuon s First
Amndmem rights, he said.
“Until someone is suspected of
a erime they should not be subject
to police investigation,’' said
Coben, whose organization edy-
cates and organizes for political
freedoms.
But the government does tap
and investigate political activists,

he claims.
“In the late 708 it was the

e e

people who are |

lavirnnmemal activists, now the
anti-nuclear activists are surveil
{ lance targets,” Coben said,

Church groups, civil rights
groups and even parent-teachers
{ organizations have bean investi-
gated secretly, he sald, "1 would
not be surprised if they had a file
on me,

Outraged at surveillance prac-
tices, citizens in Seatile, Washing-
ton passed an ordinance Lwo
; {mm #go 10 prohibit local !!w

rom secrel watches of u.ai
activists. It is the only city in na-
tion to have such an ordinance,
Coben said.

Detroit's city council passed a
similar measure in December,
but Mayor Coleman Young ve-
| toed it

Political activists here in Alba-
ny are considering taking action

regulation.
Although First Amendment
righis apply nationwide, without

on an anti-political surveillance |

Surveillance: Still a Government Tool'

regulatmm like Seattie’s the oniy

lo prevent surveillance for
pol tical activist is through liliga-
tion, he said. Anti-nuclear activ-
tsts of New Hampshire's
Clamshell Alllance tested tha
i&‘m walers recently and w

n said They were awarded
more than §700,000,

“Surveillance inhibits people

fm:ln taking political action,” he
Sal

* *® ®
The fear of being walched is |

unfortunate and growing in the

{ United States, the political rights

activist saud. "Aflter the 708 there
wis a decrease in concern, now
it’'s on the increase,” Coben sald. |

President Runald Reaj gan par-
doned two FBI officials mnvlcted
of illegal break-ing and his ad- §
ministration has increased intel.
ligence funding substantially, he |
claims.

bTudn y's FBI is doing a better
jﬂ .tl
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staff report sdid weapons from the

“mm all the equipment seni to

South Africa was acquired in the United
States, mainly from US. Army plants
and aupplyvstoch, the 46-page repon

Waterviiet Arsenal were among §19

lly exported to

South Africa.

the illegal
155mm “Long Tom" CAnnens,
artillery shells and advanced arms

mitiee on
heaﬂngsmthemumhw It was

censored before it was relegsed.
Subcommitise m Howard

Arsenal arms shipped illegal\,

ﬂnrl . D-Mich., said the study “is most
dlstarhn because it indicates that our

official arms embargoes against South
Africa, Libya and other ’n:lrd World

countries risk becoming embargoes in
name only.”
: " 3t 1N Tmy

Vi aRd il two o officials_pleaded
80 (o a gingle charge

gnmy in Ha
, 5 : :t . H-at l“’l

jecﬁle forgings and compo-
nenu two gun barrels and twe radar

and to four counts of filing false
:alormatm on US. Customs declara-

timns.

SRC president Gerald Bull and v
punﬂmw“ﬁm?uchm
sentenced to ope year in prison and
served four months and four and one-

half meonths, respectively. SRC was
fined $45,000 but declared bankruptcy
and never paid.

The report !mphcated a CIA agent
identified only as “AB" and said
private and government firms in Bel-

gium and Israel and “front” companies
in Britain and Liechtenstein also were

involved in the operation.
See ARMS, Page 14
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“The Arsenal had no §
involverment in the matter

i - s &

two principals hﬁe been convicted — and have
ahm;mmdrmwmfewalcharm
of illegal exportation.

lti:achaialhthfaraxSwthAm,

wmammmmmatmmm
muumuum of an American embargo.

sorved 4% 4 one-year senlence in
Mmmmw:ymmmm.

operated in a tiny bardscrabble
community of barely more than 300

See FOLLOWING, Page 12

“I doa’t know anything abeut it." said Gregory, who
months of
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Apartheld IS target ofmjbrotest at Ar

R R

BY M'ChaE| MUska' :‘, *"U T i "'i“! ety

‘ it e 38
STt Writer, ;g it

' WATERVLIET ~ Aboul 60 members ¢
~ of the Capital District Coalition Against
“Apartheid Saturday’ protested the in+
“volvement of the Waterviiet amnal in %
the shipment of weapons 'to, South A

o L 8

| Africa between 1976 and 1978, 1 /"
S ot | ' R . wate e htﬂe today in the cause of it -
! Staff plwln by hll Ric ,
ANTI-APAHTHEID PROTEST ~— Members of the Capital Distri t o gﬁ;?Jg::ﬂﬁuﬁ?’i’?;fmt:%ﬁ:;&
*Coalition Agamﬁt Apartheid picket Saturday at Watervliet Arsenal. lic priest and meml;er of, the Albany "
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diocese's Peace and Justice Committee.  Uniled States and the United Nations. mﬂ;“:‘ sentancesbin a federal facilily for |
“We must hold our government | ' f VIOWRLIRG Whe SEDArED gt sle vt 31 |
accountable to ils own embargo.” <~ Arsenal spokesmen said they had no - Last week, the House Subdommittee - f
2 knowledge the weapons were Lo be on.Africa held' hearings on the«mat- ?

Arsenal officials have said they Shipped to South Africa, and they were . terirying to determine whetheé! the '
produced six modified cannon that . just following orders from the: US.  case represented a bureaucraticerror

~were shipped to Space Research of . Army, in shlppmg the cannon to ' or a deliberate attempt by the govern-, |
'Vermom L% menttohelpSouth Alrica. e i .--;_*

North Troy, Vt. That firm. using a - il b bt T
' : | rng ¢ hearings, State n.,

series of dummy corporations in Eu- -- :
;rope, then soid the cannon - and an " The arms sale ullimately led to the “ment and " CIA*“officials * sald™that ', ;

estimated $19 million of other arma. | CONVviction of Space Research's two ' monitoring procedures have heen‘llghtw.:é ) |

ments -~ to South Africa in violation of i principala,. Gerald V. Bull and ey .ened " prevens. ﬁﬁ i Py % “W!ﬁi g
it Ak P ‘-i} :
b4

a 193 ernbarno of such sales by the L.Gregory, who served, about four- - Research case.[;; " BE U IY e
. A o } f X y:n w‘!g,:al‘r?k"_'-!; e 'ﬁ-ﬁﬂ f:.“"*’ ':eff-m

5




