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Death of S.R. Page

Our community was surprised and shocked Thursday evening to learn of the death of S.R. Page, 
who passed away at five o’clock that afternoon. Very few knew that he had even been ill and his 
death was the first intimation people had of anything serious ailing him. He had been failing 
materially the last few years, the difference being quite noticeable from year to year, but as he 
was well along in life and had been on the shady side of fifty long ago it was not thought the end 
was so near. About two weeks ago he was taken with a complaining of the bowels and gradually 
lost strength, but still continued to be up and around, being down town and attending to business 
only a few days before his death. Two days before his decease he took to his bed and gradually 
sank until the end came on Thursday.

Stephen R. Page was of old New England stock being son of Governor John Page of New 
Hampshire who was four times elected governor of that state. The subject of this sketch was born
in Haverhill, N.H. …. Being therefore over …. at the time of his decease. He was born and 
brought up on the New Hampshire farm of his parents going to Dartmouth College in [the first 
place] and afterwards graduating with the class of ’42 of Union College, New York. Two years 
after his graduation he went south teaching first in Tennessee and then at Natchez, Miss. where 
he was engaged for seven years as instructor in a preparatory school for young men.

While in the south he married Miss Caroline Smith of Troy, N.Y. who was also teaching in the 
south. Four children were born to them, of whom three are alive. Henry L. now living in Sioux 
City; Kate A. now Mrs. J. M. Brown, an attorney in Sioux City; and Carrie M., wife of Rev. E.M.
Holmes of Des Moines. Besides these was Sallie M. who became the wife of Dr. E.E. Kelley of 
San Francisco and died four years ago of consumption.

In [1854] Mr. Page and family moved to Chicago, where he was in business until [1858] when he
settled in Champaign, Illinois, remaining there until [1867] when he came to this city, which has 
been his residence ever since. When he came here Boone was in its infancy and he was one of 
the first to invest his money and cast his fortunes with the then new city. He foresaw that Boone 
had a great future and did not hesitate to put his means into permanent improvements in the 
young town. He built three brick stores that were at the time the finest in the city. He owned 
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other property and was for many years the largest holder of [improved] property in Boone. As his
family grew up he disposed of his city property to assist them in starting in life.

For many years while in active life [he] was prominent in political matters. [A republican] in 
politics he was at [ways] independent. In [18?] he was [elected] member of the board of 
supervisors of this county. In [18?] mayor of Boone. Besides these offices he was a …. on the 
school board for many years secretary or … and prominent in city matters. A member of the 
M.E. church society he was for many years a trus[tee] of the church here and also a member of 
the board of managers of the … Centennary College of …

A man of … manners and somewhat reserved very few could be said [to know] him intimately, 
but those …. had the highest respect for … He was [a] man of sterling …. and … personal and 
official [regard] is without a stain. He has gone [to his rest] after fulfilling his allotted years with 
the respect and esteem of the community and sincerely mourned by all that knew him. The aged 
partner that survives him has the sympathy of [all in] her affliction.

The funeral took place from the M.E. church Sunday morning.
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