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Stai‘e Le 6wlatwe Program of UE

Representatlves of District 3 and District 4, UE, recently adopted the ;ollow-.

ing New York State legislative program for the 1948 sessiont

1._.Lne mn]nvmenf-lnqurance.

Ut NIwlh Havict

Veterans Vacation
Appeal Is Slated

The veterans’ vacation pay case, based
on the claims of five members of Local
301 against GE, is expected to be argu-
ad in the U. 8. Cireuit Court of Appeals
late this month., It is a test case involv-
ing the rights of thousands of veterans
in GE plants to vacation pay for the
year in which they returned {rom serv,
jce. National URE attorneys filed an ap-
peal from a lower (,ourt decision in favor
of the company. | o

The Schenectady veterans who
brought the suit agemst "GE are John
Siaskiewicz, Joseph Dominelli, James
Wood and Frank Chiaro, who served in
the armed forces, and J. Sikora, who
served in the Merchant Marine, Siaski-
ewicz and Dominelli were reemployed in
1945, after July 1, and the othet's were
reemploy ed in 1946, after July 1. The
company trefused to grant them vaca-
tions with pay for the year in which they
returned. GE took the position that a
returned veteran had to work for six
months before getting a vacation and
that people who returned in the second
six. months of a year were just out of
luck.

Siaskiewicz sued for $80 and Dominelli

for $105.20 vacation pay - for 1945} Si- .

kora for $102,40; Wood for $110.80 and

Increase unemployment insurance benefits from present maximum of :1)21 to

$30, from present minimum of $10 to-$15. An additional $3 per week for each
dependent up to and including three dependents. Repeal “merit rating” law.

Workmen’s Compensation.

Increase compensation benefits from present maximum o:t $28 to $35, from

present minimum of $12 to $18.
Housing.

Authorize 500 million dollars and necessary subsidies for low rent public
housing projects. Set up a state program of unsubsidized public housing for

middle income groups.
Anti-Inflation Measures,

Memovrialize Congress to restore effective prlce controls, and to extend and
“strengthen rent control, ‘Extend N. Y. State rent control to July 1, 1949 and
strengthen the law by fixing ceilings as of June 30, 1947, protectmg against

~_evictions Vand guaranteeing landlord serwces. S ‘

5. Repeal the Condon-Wadlin anti- strike law.

6. Veterans.

‘Repeal the 1947 law (Chap. 548) which increases the cigarette t.n so that
veterans must pay for theri own bonds. Provide state’guaranteed loans to

vete ans,

7 State and City Finances.

Repeal the Dewey tax cuts c1e51g11ed to benefit mainly upper bracket taxpayers.
Revise the Moore Formula upwards, so that the state will refurn a preater
share of the state collected taxes to localities. Repeal the unfair Dewey local
tax laws of 1947 which seek to shift the tax burdén to those least able to pay.

Giant homestead exemptions to family size farms. Amend State Constitution.’

to allow cities to increase real estate taxes, with a $2500 e:-.emptmn for the

benefit of home owners and small farms, ;

8. Taft-Hartley.

i

Memorialize Congress to rep eal the Taft-Hartley Act. Oppose any attempt
to pass a N, Y. State “little Taft-Hartley Act”.

Checkmg by Guards

‘Last week’s issue of the EU News
warned members that it was advisable
to .demand that their shop steward be
present if they ave called in and ques-
tioned by superwsmn or company guards.
Apparently a few members mterpretec.
this as referring to the routine examin-
ation of packapges by guards at gates.
"‘l‘here is of course no objection to this

stablished duty of the guards. The pur-
pose in calling for a shop steward is to
protect . the member’s rights in cases
where an accusation or suspicion is di-
rected at a worker, and a guard sergeant
or chief questions him with a view to
gotting a statement that might be used
against the worker.

Chiaro for $85.20 vacation pay for 1946

The union charged that GI violated
the Selective Service Act by not grant-
mg vacation pay, as required by ‘the
contract. By refusing to pay, GE pen-
alized . them for serving--their —country

and. diseriminated against. them .as to.

vacation and seniority.

Local Presses Fight
l'or Veterans' Credits

" The Executive Board will be asked to
carry to the national grievance ~level
Local 301’s request that veterans g;radu-
ating from the apprentice machmlst
course’ be given credit for time inm the
armed forces,"to the extent of- g*wmg'
them the “C” Toolmaker job rate. The

apprentices now receive 10 cents below
the C rate and take a year to :'Feach'
that rate. !
Louis Male, general superinterﬂdent,
told Leo Jandreau last Friday that the.

company would give the veteran$ on
the course no special consideration in
their rates. Discussing a specific .case
of a vet graduate in Bldg. 28, Male ad-
mitted he had been doing 111&,11 class
work, but said it was no better than
work done by many other recent ap-
prentice graduates. '

Jandreau 1is recommending that the
case be carried to the top,level.

(“OMPLLTD THE ORGANIIJING
JOB NOW !
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Confer With Corsi
On Rem-Rand Crisis

Leo Jandreau, UE District 3 president,
and Michael Perlin, District 3 attorney,

had a conference last Friday in New -

York City with Edward F. Corsi, state
industrial commissioner, on the Rem-
ington-Rand situation.

The UE representatives gave him the

completehistory oi-Rem=Rand's~refusul

to honor its agreements with the union

and its efforts to force another strike.

Earlier last week Jandreau had tele-
graphed Governor Dewey urging that he

use his influence to induce Rem-Rand -

to live up to its agreements, and to ne-
gotiate with UK, in the interests of
averting industrial strife in New York
state. Charles Breitel, the Governor's
counsel, wrote Jandreau that the matter

had been reierred to. Commissioner Cor-

si,

$300 Award Is Made
To Kriss Against GE

A workmans compensation award of
$300 has been made to Frank C. Krlss,
new Board member of Local 301, for an
injury received early last year when his
milling machine cracked in Bldg. 1065.
A piece of the machine missed his right
cye by a fraction of an inch and cut his

' face to . the bone.
After the injury
healed, a scar re-
mained.

Kriss filed a claim
against GE with the
Workmen's Com-
pensation Board. At
the first hearing
Oct. 23 he was not
represented by a
lawyer. The GIE at-
torney insisted there
was no Scar.

The case was ad-
journed until Nov,
7, when Kriss was

'1'eﬁresented by the 301 attorney, Leon

Novak. Kriss was examined by a state
doctor who I"lled a report that he had a

permanent  scar.. . In spite of this re-.

100 Per Cent Wrong_

An Associated Press story which
appeared in the Schenectady Gaz-
ette Wednesday contained the com-
pletely false statement that UE
announced it will file a 60-day no-
tice of intention to terminate con-
tracts with the major electrical
companies |
' UE officers stated. weeks ago
_that th_e__umon wouh._not.“ﬁle term-_ .
ination notices, but would use the
modification provisions of the con-
tracts to open negotiations on
wages and working conditions. Jan.
1 was the date 1"01‘ eithei‘ GF or

ination, if either side plcmne(l to.
Neither one filed. -

ncrease Vital

To Offset Hagh

Cost of Living

UE will ask “substantial wage in-
creases’” for the 300,000 workers em-
ployed by the Big Three of the electrical
industrv, 'GE Westinghouse and the

National UE Offieers
To Visit Schenectady

Officers, Executive Board members
and stewards from all shifts will at.
tend the meeting at 301 Hall at 7:30
p. m. Wednesday, January 14, at which

the three top national UE officers will

speak. Other members of the local will
be welcome. Representatives will also be
present from other UE locals.

President Albert J. Fitzgerald, Secre-
tary-Treasurer Julins Imspak,  and
James Matles, director of organization,

are making a coast-to-coast trip visiting.
key locals. to discuss. problems facing.

the union.

National UE Broadcast

The Arthur Gaeth broadeast, spon--

sored by the national UE, is at 7:30 p.m.
every Wednesday over WSNY, WROW
and WBCA (I*M).

port, a doctor for GE testified. that
Kriss’ scar was not permanent. Under

cross-examination by Novak, the GE

physician admitted the scar would be

permanent, but said lts redness would

disappear. _

At the final hearing Jm 2 neithef'the
GE attorney nor the GE doctor made
any claim that the condition was not
permanent.  Referce Megan closed the

rase and awarded the $300,

approachmg neg'otlatlons.

The program was drawn.up at a two-
day conference in New York City this
WQCI\ ot delegates from 90 GE locals and

I

T,

S,

Fitzgerald Matles

from Westinghouse and GM locals. Leo
Jandreau, Andrew Peterson and Mar-
shall White represented 301. Jandreau
was clected to the eight-man national
GE ncg*otmtmg' committee,

- Sharp increases in the price of i‘ood
and other commodities make a “substan-
tial” pay increase essential, the union
pointed out. A recent union survey
shows un 83 per cent rise in the prices
of 10 basic foods. This faet “4s not af-
fected by General Eleetrie’s five per

cent reduction on some products like

electrie blankets,” Pl‘hld(‘m Albt.rt J.

Jritzgerald of UR said,

© Wages Down $13.03
The conference set no speeific wape

goal, James J. Matles, director of or-

g"mmatmn, and chiel negotiator, said
the aim would be to make up for as
much ol the cost-of-living rise as pos-

sible, Me declared that the rveal weekly

(Continued on Page 8}
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Rush Starts for Bonus Applications at 301 Hall

el

2

GE Arbitration
Case Won by UE i
R SR

As the result of arbitration, the Gen- | - | o | Rl 0 i i AR R
eral Electric Co. has been directed to re- |- 2k _ - B | ‘_ B L :_ Yo iR | SRR SR E}}-\f\
instate with full back pay Felicia Carter, : -k - kot S e
shop steward fired last April from the
lamp plant at Newark, N. J. The back
pay is expected to come to about $2,000.

UL charged that the dismissal of Mus.
Carter was a clearcut case of discrimin-
ation because of her union activity, She
is & member of Local 429. .
~ Arbitrator Christopher Hoey of the | ol SR T . G ) . R
American Arbitration . Association up- . ‘ ot _ : | ) : SSRGS _ LM . R D é* ,?}‘*
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the GE had violated Article IV, Section | - _ ‘ . | | > it R R 3 { R NN R
1 of the UE-GE contract which says: L NN Y - ‘ N : Rt '
“There shall be nv discrimination by
foremen, superintendents or other agents
of the Company at any Works of the
i Company_against_any employee because - |
of the employee’s membership in the |
Union.” . -
He also held that the manner of her -
. ‘dismigsal violated the contract provis-
- ..——-ions on “disciplinary cases.” = = |
During the arbitration hearings the -
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MeBloddatt could use move gy Rt
bmﬁ'\\ev ’te‘e?"wh@ Lbfk uhae!’ ‘\EW\ 5:&.&:,:&:?

sl

‘made use of this service when EU News went to press this
week. |To help veterans get photostatic copies made quickly-
of ‘their discharge or separation papers, the union has made
arrangenients with the Hayden Photo Copy at:129 Railroad St.
Photostatic copies will be made there for Local 301 members
within 48 hours at 25 cents a photostat. The copies must be
filed with the applications.

Scena at 301 Hall last Friday when veterans started filling out

: their applications for the state bonus.” The girl at the table

company tried unsuccessfully to show 'is Jean Dandareau of the office staff. William Kelly, an as-

that Mrs. Carter’s work was unsatistac- ' : - sistant to the bus‘in"eé's agent, - is standing at the extreme

tory compared with other workers. But ‘ - o " ~ left. Veterans can obtain help in filling out the forms and

the company’s own-records, which the ' ‘ ’ ' have the applications notarized at the union hall from 1 p.m. to
Why Not Eat Hay?

g piitrs
G

union succeeded in getting produced, dis- More Money' Donated 5 p.m. every Monday through Friday. Over 300 veterans had

proved the company’s._claims. “ Ch'| d : G' 'F
The arbitrator pointed out that during Here’s a GE suggestion for reducing For ilaren's Girt UE Will Seek
Substantial Raise

'Down Payment' Won
In Sperry Contract

. The Sperry Corporation at Lake Suec-

It I.s;n t News

More than 20,000 companies vio-

the period between the first and third the cost of living. Additional contributions raised by
warning notices issued to Mrs., Carter, David C. Prince, a GE vice president, Vjce-President William Hodges and

ing, her record was “better than for any
comparable period in the history of hex
~employment by the company.” The sec-
ond warning notice was handed to her

the day after she submitted a grievance .

for a woman worker.

The union’s case emphasized the fact
that Mys. Carter’s foreman said he
wouldn’t recognize her as shop steward

even though the workers had elected her.:”

The foreman testified at the hearings,
but never denied the statement. _

- The case is extremely important to
Local 301 and all GE locals because it is
the first case that the union has been
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4s-—-rveported as having told the Electric

Club in Toronto: |

“The U. S. cost of living could be
brought down considerably if people
didn’t eat so much meat. Meat products
are an uneconomical way of feeding peo-
ple.” ' |

UE Recogniied

At More Plants. = - -

UE recently won recognition as col-
lective bargaining agent at three more
plants. oo

It took.a two-day strike at the J. C.
Hug Company, Richmond, Ind., to get
contract negotiations started. Local 476
had to picket four days at the Gaudio
Metal Products plant, New York City,
before the company agreed to negotiate
a contract and to rehire locked-out work-

ers. As a result of a card check at the -

Leckna Company, Bayside, L. 1., the un-
ion established its bargaining rights.

able to get GE to submit to arbitration
in about two years. The union's victory
in this arbitration should remind GE of-
ficiuly that the company has a contract

stewards in the section of Board Mem-
ber Anthony Esposito have almost com-
pleted payment on the movie projector
given to the Schenectady Children’s
Home as a Christmas present from Lo-
cal 301 members,

Board Member Willard Kuschel, who
started the fund, has asked stewards to

raise some more money.. Any money

left after completing payment on the
projector will buy films for the children.
The first showing was given the child-
ren last Friday, with cartoon films lent
by George’s Film Serviee., William
Templeton and Gordon Belgrave of Lo-
«al 301 ran the projector.

Gaeth Speech

The national UE radio broadcaster,

Arthur Gaeth, will speak on “This-Is

Washington Calling” at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day at Nott Terrace High School audi-
torium at one of the Cooperative Eve-
ning School Assembiles,

THE STRONGER THE UNION,

(Continued from Page 1)
wage of the average worker in the elec-
trical. manufacturing industry has fallen
$13.03 since January 1945 even includ-
ing wage'increases won.

Contract proposals also call for var-
ious other improvements, as in vaca-
tions, sick leave and pensions. The en-
tire list of proposals will be brought be-
fore-the Local 801 membership and shop
stewards’ meeting Jan. 20. The bulk of
the recommendations made by Local 301
for the 1948 bargaining program were
adopted at the New York conference.

Referring to the highly advertised GE
price cut on some items, President Fitz-
gorald said: '

“The elected representatives of 160,-
000 GE workers believe that reductions
in the prices of any products are highly

desirable. But few workers will be able
to afford the privilege of paying 5 per
cent or even 10 per cent less for a $500

television receiver, a $350 air condition-

ing apparatus, a $240 automatic dish-
“washer or a $40 electric blanket—four

of the several products featured in the
(118 price announcement.

lated the Wage-Hour Law last
year and illegally withheld more
than 18 million dollars in wages.
That is what the Wage-Hour Di-
vision of the U. S. Department of
Labor reported recently. The Di-
vision admitted the law had not:
been enforced and the companies
won’t be prosecuted. :

Almost every newspaper and ra-
dio station in the country sup-
pressed or played down this news.
Can you imagine what would have
happened if 20,000 labor unions
had been found guilty of such rob-
bery?

ceivers. They don't wear automatie dish-
washers, and most of them are more
worried about the rising prices of fuel
than they are about keeping warm with

luxury-price electrie blankets”
. “We are in favor of lower prices—not

only nominal price cuts on automatic
dishwashers  and television receivers, but
substantial reductions in the costs of
food and rent and fuel and clothing, on

all the basic necessities of the average .

cess, L. L., has agreed to pay a 7 cents-
an-hour “down payment’ wape increase
as of Dee. 1 after negotinting with UE

'Local 4560 for a month. The company

also agreed to a wage reopening Apr. 15,
by which date presumably the wage pat-
tern of the industry will be set. If the

~union and the company can’t agree on

this second wage raise, the matter is to
be arbitrated and any increase is to.Dbe

“effective as of Apr. 15.

The company also stated it would

‘waive all efforts to use the Taft-Hartley

Law against the union.

Shop Stewards Collect
For Peter Virgin Fund

On authorization of the 301 Executive
Board, shop stewards are collecting do-

1

‘nations from workers for the Peter Vir-

gin fund.

My, Virgin, former featherweight
champion, came to the support of 301
by appearing in the picket lines duving
the 1946 strike at GE. Now his friends
are 1raising money to  help defray the
cost of a serious injury he received in

J

M AMMNECTARY BRINTING Q@ e . - with the.union which must be lived up to... . THE BETTER TIE CONTRACT.
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. “The puople don’t eat television 'rve-. . American family.” .. .- - his- professional work. ... -.
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