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English and Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Kentucky 

State University, where he taught for twenty-two years . Currently, 

he is Chairperson of the Department of African and Afro-American 

Studies at the State University of New York at Albany, where he 

has been since 1988. 

He is married to the former Roberta Hall, a doctoral student 

in Musicology at the University of Chicago, and is the father of 

one child, Minitria Elisabeth. 
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An honorary degree to Eugene Ionesco, one of the world's leading playwrights, 

will highlight the 145th Commencement at the University at Albany on Sunday, May 

21. Six other honorary degrees will also be a warded at the ceremonies which will 

feature as student speaker, graduating senior Sheri Denkensohn, scholar and 

campus leader from Accord, New York, whose physical disability requires her to 

use a wheelchair. 

The other honorary degree recipients are Thomas Krens, director of the 

Guggenheim Museum; Bernard Harleston, president of City College of the City 

University of New York; Puerto Rican / American novelist Nicholasa Mohr; Ruth 

Sonntag Nussenzweig, whose research has dramatically advanced science's search 

for a effective vaccine for malaria; Lloyd Ohlin, the 'dean' of American 

criminology; and Gerhard Weinberg, America's preeminent historian of the 

diplomatic history of Germany prior to and during World War II. 

The graduation ceremonies are divided into two segments. The Undergraduate 

Ceremony begins at 12:30 at the University stadium. It will include the 

conferring of bachelor degrees on 2,625 graduates, the student address by Ms. 

Denkensohn and the presentation of honorary degrees to X_rens, Weinberg, and Mohr. 

Ionesco, Harleston, Sonntag Nussenzweig, and Ohlin will receive their 

honorary degrees at the Graduate Ceremonies which will begin at 3:45 p.m. on the 

north steps of the academic podi urn. Master's degrees will be a warded to 1,151 

students, and 153 scholars will receive their doctoral degrees. 

The principal commencement address will be given by Dr. Harleston at the 

518 442-3073 
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"Follow your mind where it leads you," is the advice 

Distinguished Service Professor M.E. Grenander, retiring after 41 years of 

scholarship and teaching at the State University at Albany, has for young 

people contemplating careers in higher education. 

"I am a libertarian," she explained. "And I feel very strongly 

that even Gorbachev and the Soviet Union have now recognized the virtues 

of the libertarian, as opposed to the collectivist, approach. So I would 

say don't be overwhelmed by temporary fads; don't be overwhelmed by peer 

pressures; don't be overwhelmed by what you think you ought to be thinking 

instead of what you do think." 

Grenander, an English scholar whose specialty is critical theory 

and who may be best known popularly for the research she did to 

authenticate two string quartets almost certainly composed by Benjamin 

Franklin in the late 18th century, was honored by her colleagues Thursday 

at a luncheon at the Rockefeller Institute of Public Affairs and Policy. 

(MORE) 
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Grenander retirement 2-2-2-2 

"Not only is Professor Grenander a great and distinguished 

teacher and scholar, but she has brought style, energy and organizing 

ability to the campus," Warren F . Ilchman, executive vice president for 

Academic Affairs, said. "Replacing her is a major task for the whole 

campus." 

Grenander, who was Midwestern Women's Fencing Champion while a 

student at the University of Chicago during the 1940s and spent 4 years in 

the U.S. Navy during World War II, sees her work in critical theory and in 

the interdisciplinary analysis of ideas as her most significant 

contributions to scholarship. And she believes the value of the 

university lies in its being a forum for the impassionate discussion of 

important social issues. 

"If it operates as it should," she said, "I would say the 

greatest thing the university as an institution can contribute to American 

life is being the one institution in which the professor and students are 

free to explore highly controversial and highly sensitive issues on their 

merits on both intellectual and ethical grounds." 

Her work in critical theory began at the University of 

Chicago with her doctoral study of the literary criticism of Ambrose 

Bierce. It will come full ci rcle when she completes the article the 

editors of the Dictionary of Literary Biography have asked her to write 

for the series on 19th century literary critics. 

(MORE) 
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Grenander has published five books and more than 60 articles, 

monographs and reviews. She has served on nearly three dozen councils, 

committees, and policy groups. She has held leadership roles in the local 

chapters of the American Association of University Professors and Phi Beta 

Kappa. She founded and directed the Institute for Humanistic Studies 

which sponsored three major international interdisciplinary conferences at 

the University at Albany between 1978 and 1980. 

She joined the faculty at Albany in 1948, has held visiting 

faculty appointments in France and Egypt, and has lectured extensively in 

the United States, Europe, China, and the Soviet Union. She was educated 

at the U ni versi ty of Chicago in English, receiving her A.B. in 1940, her 

A.M. in 1941, and her Ph.D. in 1948. 

-30-
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UNIVERSITY PSYCHOLOGIST NAMED DISTINGUISHED SUNY PROFESSOR 

David Barlow, professor of Psychology at the University at Albany and co-director 

of its Clinic for Stress and Anxiety Disorders, has been named a Distinguished Professor 

by SUNY Chancellor D. Bruce Johnstone. 

Barlow becomes the eighth Albany faculty member to receive SUNY's highest 

academic designation. A Distinguished Professor, having been judged by committee made 

up of nationally prominent scholars, is judged to have achieved national or international 

prominence in his or her field of study, made a significant contribution to the research 

literature of that subject, and, by outstanding scholarship, elevated the standards of his or 

her colleagues. 

Through lectures and seminars, the Distinguished Professor is also deemed to make 

a significant contributions to the faculty members from campuses throughout the SUNY 

system. 

Barlow is internationally renowned for his research into anxiety disorders, 

particularly in the treatment of agoraphobia, an affliction which leaves people-- usually 

women ·· in fear of leaving their own homes. The National Institute of Mental Health, 

which a warded him a $200,000 grant to conduct his study, named him the winner of its 

MERIT Award in 1987 for having "demonstrated superior competence and outstanding 

prod ucti vi ty during previous research endeavors." 

Along with co-director and fellow University psychologist Dr. Edward Blanchard, 

Barlow in 1982 founded the Center for Stress and Anxiety Disorders, which is now the 

top-funded research center for the study of anxiety in the nation. 

May 25, 1989 89-25 
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An honorary degree to Eugene Ionesco, one of the world's leading playwrights, 

will highlight the 145th Commencement at the University at Albany on Sunday, May 

21. Six other honorary degrees will also be awarded at the ceremonies which will 

feature as student speaker, graduating senior Sheri Denkensohn, scholar and 

campus leader from Accord, New York, whose physical disability requires her to 

use a wheelchair. 

The other honorary degree recipients are Thomas Krens, director of the 

Guggenheim Museum; Bernard Harleston, president of City College of the City 

University of New York; Puerto Rican / American novelist Nicholasa Mohr; Ruth 

Sonntag Nussenzweig, whose research has dramatically advanced science's search 

for a effective vaccine for malaria; Lloyd Ohlin, the 'dean' of American 

criminology; and Gerhard Weinberg, America's preeminent historian of the 

diplomatic history of Germany prior to and during World War II. 

The graduation ceremonies are divided into two segments. The Undergraduate 

Ceremony begins at 12:30 at the University stadium. It will include the 

conferring of bachelor degrees on 2,625 graduates, the student address by Ms. 

Denkensohn and the presentation of honorary degrees to Krens, Weinberg, and Mohr. 

Ionesco, Harleston, Sonntag Nussenzweig, and Ohlin will receive their 

honorary degrees at the Graduate Ceremonies which will begin at 3:45 p.m. on the 

north steps of the academic podium. Master's degrees will be awarded to 1,151 

students, and 153 scholars will receive their doctoral degrees. 

The principal commencement address will be given by Dr. Harleston at the 

518 442-3073 
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Page 2. University at Albany Commencement 

Graduate Ceremony. 

Two senior faculty members, Richard Clark, professor of educational 

psychology, and Harold Story, professor of physics, will be designated University 

at Albany Collins Fellows at the Undergraduate Ceremony, a special honor for long 

and fruitful service to the University. Faculty speakers will be Richard Hall, 

distinguished service professor of sociology, at the Undergraduate Ceremony, and 

Eugene K. Garber, distinguished teaching professor of English, at the Graduate 

Ceremony. 

May 12, 1989 89-23 
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"Follow your mind where it leads you," is the ad vice 

Distinguished Service Professor M.E. Grenander, retiring after 41 years of 

scholarship and teaching at the State University at Albany,' 'ha·s fo~ young 

people contemplating careers in higher education. 

"I am a libertarian," she explained. "And I feel very strongly 

that even Gorbachev and the Soviet Union have now recognized the virtues 

of the libertarian, as opposed to the collectivist, approach. So I would 

say don't be overwhelmed by temporary fads; don't be overwhelmed by peer 

pressures; don't be overwhelmed by what you think you ought to be thinking 

instead of what you do think ." 

Grenander, an English scholar whose specialty is critical theory 

and who may be best known popularly for the research she did to 

authenticate two string quartets almost certainly composed by Benjamin 

Franklin in the late 18th century, was honored by her colleagues Thursday 

at a luncheon at the Rockefeller Institute of Public Affairs and Policy. 
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"Not only is Professor Grenander a great and distinguished 

teacher and scholar, but she has brought style, energy and organizing 

ability to the campus," Warren F. llchman, executive vice president· for 

Academic Affairs, said. "Replacing her is a major task for the whole 

campus." 

Grenander, who was Midwestern Women's Fencing Champion while a 

student at the University of Chicago during the 1940s and spent 4 years in 

the U.S. Navy during World War II, sees her work in critical theory and in 

the interdisciplinary analysis of ideas as her most significant 

contributions to scholarship. And she believes the value of the 

university lies in its being a forum for the impassion ate discussion of 

important social issues. ·. ' . 

"If it operates as it should," she said, "I would say the 

greatest thing the university as an institution can contribute to American 

life is being the one institution in which the professor and students are 

free to explore highly controversial and highly sensitive issues on their 

merits on both intellectual and ethical grounds." 

Her work in critical theory began at the University of 

Chicago with her doctoral study of the literary criticism of Ambrose 

Bierce. It will come full circle when she completes the article the 

editors of the Dictionary of Literary Biography have asked her to write 

for the series on 19th century literary critics. 

(MORE) 
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Grenander has published five books and more than 60 articles, 

monographs and reviews. She has served on nearly three dozen councils, 

committees, and policy groups. She has held leadership roles in the local 

chapters of the American Association of University Professors and Phi Beta 

Kappa. She founded and directed the Institute for Humanistic Studies 

which sponsored three major international interdisciplinary conferences at 

the University at Albany between 1978 and 1980. 

She joined the faculty at Albany in 1948, has held visiting 

faculty appointments in France and Egypt, and has lectured extensively in 

the United States, Europe, China, and the Soviet Union. She was educated 

at the U ni versi ty of Chicago in English, receiving her A.B. in 1940, her 
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A.M. in 1941, and her Ph.D. in 1948. 
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UNIVERSITY PSYCHOLOGIST NAMED DISTINGUISHED SUNY PROFESSOR 

David Barlow, professor of Psychology at the University at Albany and co-director 

of its Clinic for Stress and Anxiety Disorders, has been named a Distinguished Professor 

by SUNY Chancellor D. Bruce Johnstone. 

Barlow becomes the eighth Albany faculty member to receive SUNY's highest 

academic designation. A Distinguished Professor, having been judged by committee made 

up of nationally prominent scholars, is judged to have achieved national or international 

prominence in his or her field of study, made a significant contribution to the research 

literature of that subject, and, by outstanding scholarship, elevated the standards of his or 

her colleagues. 

Through lectures and seminars, the Distinguished Professor is also deemed to make 

a significant contributions to the faculty members from campuses throughout the SUNY 

system. 

Barlow is internationally renowned for his research into anxiety disorders, 

particularly in the treatment of agoraphobia, an affliction which leaves people -- usually 

women --in fear of leaving their own homes. The National Institute of Mental Health, 

which awarded him a $200,000 grant to conduct his study, named him the winner of its 

MERIT Award in 1987 for having "demonstrated superior competence and outstanding 

productivity during previous research endeavors." 

Along with co-director and fellow University psychologist Dr. Edward Blanchard, 

Barlow in 1982 founded the Center for Stress and Anxiety Disorders, which is now the 

top-funded research center for the study of anxiety in the nation. 

May 25, 1989 89-25 
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