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Followmg upon the ' unanimoua

ratiﬂcation of the - 18 %~cent  strike’

settlement ngreement by a member-

ship meetmg of over- 4000 -at the

Armory last. Saturday, the strikers
“are back at their jobe- m the ‘plant.

About nmety percent were put back.

to work on ‘Monday,: #nd the. othere
were bemg called in fnst th Was
expected that practxcally the entire
" force of etnlnng production workere
‘would have been celled back by next
Monday. e e

e - aan

etrxker~ are in fact returned w:thout

the slightest 'disczimination. - -,WG';--:
~want. to’ ‘do this’ vnthout _friction, in-

peace .and- harmony Undoubtcdly

~there will be problems, there may be

executwes who, refuse to take. liter-
“ally the. no-discrimination  agree-
ment, and it will be our Job to Bee

. that they live up to it But it will

do the Job of hclpmg the offxce
workers orgamzc. '

HAnd lastly, we approach our moet
1mportant long-range task, takmg

-our’ proper place in. the - co.mmumty, R

dlschargmg our responmblhtles to
the commumty This union. hae, of
course, long played an 1mportant
part in the commumty. We built’ up

also’ be our job not to be provoked, « quite a record of community activ-

“to contlnue to. etand firm and to in- -
“sist. on. setthng_ all - difficulties

promptly in accordance with the con-

tract and the strike settlement agree-

ity in support of the war. But the
strike has given us a much deeper™

understanding of our role in the

communxty It has shown to us and

P.n{-iﬁg_m_.i nf_,r.“the___nu'reement
came With a‘ tremendous ovation for
Business Agent Leo Jandreau. The -
other speakers, mcluding President
Andrew Peterson, Julius Emspak, na-
tional eecretary-treasurer (see sep-
arate story.and. picture), Chief Stew-
ard _;Wllliamk Mastriani, John Polak,
executive board member, Keith W.

- Rockwell, business - agent of Loeal

PPy

128 of the. Steamﬁttere, AFL, and
Lew:e ‘Benedict, preeldent ‘of Trans-
-port Workers’ Local 1l59 were given
vxgorous applauee. |

The memberehlp voted, on a spon-
taneous motion from the floor, to

eend Maetrmm .away on a three-

veeks’. vacatmn, ‘but he declared:

“You ecan’t get rid of me that
eaey. I want to.do a job in'the shop.”
Jandreau aaked the. members to
“pxck oureelvee up," and “begin the
'ne_w -_phaee _of our work :Eor the peo-

-

“The important job is to translate

“the unity into organization. With

“this victory to our credit,.it will be
an easy job to enroll into the union
every pereon covered by the con-

tract. It will be our’ job to make
an active union member of: every.
. member. I realizé that there were
some who did not do thelr :t‘ull part

in the strike. Let me” say that the
record of participation in this strike
was very hlgh Our recorde show
that a substuntlal majority of -the
strilters took an active part. It :is
natural that these active strikers will
tend to be a bit resentful toward the

few inactive ones who share equally -

in the material results of the victory.

[ plead with you to forget that re-
sentment. We .are all one. Those
who worked hardest -in the strike,

He hsted three. main Jobe ~— com-
pletmg ‘organization of the worker
“under- -eontract, organizing the of-

K ﬁce workers, and commumty and
pohtxeal actron.

Excerpte from Jandreaus speec

Sollows.

“In a few momente you men and
women, and similar meetings of lo-

“¢als in, the other 44 GE plants, will '

aeal the vmtory you won, through
“nine weeke of steadfast unity on the
pxcketlme, by voting to’ accept the

j,agreement worl:ed out Wednesday
‘m New York." - a :

“And without waiting for the
agreement to take effect Monday
mormng', let us look to the job ahead

"Our first job is to move into the

GI} workere showed while on strike.
'We have~~ to see to it that all tl1e

tion of knowing they did a good Job

for their fellow-workers. It is thoee-

who Were inactive who really loet
Froin here on out, we are all. union

h membere, with “equal rlghts and du- ¥
- ties. . Let us all- work together for
our common aims, the bettermerit of’
working-conditions—for-GE- worhe"a;“

and the wider welfare of the entire
community and nation.

“Our next job is to organize the
office workers, who basically were
united with us in the strike even
though not united organizationally.
I believe most of them will now be
ready to join us in a UR office

workers’ loeal. In view of the faet

that so many of them are relatives
of production workers, and that pro-

E plant the remiarkable wunity which duction ‘workers have direct contact
-with thousands of office workers in
the plant, it is our responsibility to

~who-undertook-the-most-arduous-du--
‘ties, will have the lifelong satisfac-
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we ‘want, We n ust ‘keep. up our. m-
terest all the year round '

“We shall back men on thelr pro-
“gram, 1rrespect1ve of party. : If we

get a movement ‘of- the' people in
every ward club m the exty, we shall
have people who ‘are conscxous of

“Talk about tlne to your nelgh:l
bore. -Have them cotne’ here to talk
about ‘any of their problems.” . .

‘Peterson opened ‘the meeting with
the remark that “in the interesi” of -
the ‘community, we must support
candidates :Erlendly to orgamzed la-

i ..\'

Lo tne “Test 6L tHe~ commumty"tnat o

we are one in fact and in interest.
The community gave its strlkmg
members support that was a major
factor in the victory. We learned
that unless the community speaks up
through people's organizations, "we -
run the constant danger of having
public officials who do not speak for
* the people in fact. -
“We have a job to do'Which is
covered by such inclusive words as
community action, pohtlcal action.
" It includes helping the ALCOC work-
ers and the bus drivers get their just
demands with a minimum of difficul-
ty.. It includes fighting for better
schools, playgrounds, c¢ity. services.
It includes fighting for price control,
aganst anti-demoeratie, anti-strike
legislation. It includes fighting for
world peace. We have made a ser-
ious start toward putting tlns _work

--}30"_“'“3‘“"'dwm"vfr"ya‘fti TRV @R

not” waiting for' the electlon to. do.
the job. We are gomg' to have ‘head-
quarters in every ward " L
Mastriani declared: -
“We_have just ﬁmshed one ﬁght
we are now gomg into a new field,
We are going to do a job.” .~
International Representatlve Chae.

'Rwere pointed. out. that this wds

“probably the' first time .in the" lne-
tory of Amerlcan labor that ward
headquarters are ‘opened months be-
fore an election.” - He urged immed-
date emphasis - on  mobilizing the

neighbors - for contmuence of pmce,

control., - . .
Milo Lathrop, educational director,
‘suggested that by etartmg with "a
movement to. enforce price ceilings’
in the neughborhood the ward organ-

-ization would make the practical

start on a people’s movement.

‘ofi a permanent basis by opening
ward headquarters of this wunion,
‘which may later serve as the basis
for broad CIO and community poht-
1cal action. ‘work, .

“'I‘he end of a tough fight brmge
an inevitable emotional letdown, We
must pick ‘ourselves up immediately,

in

_and go forward united, without stop-

ping to rest. History moves fast
these days. The enemies of the peo-

“ple do not wait. We begin the new

phase of our work for the people
now.”

‘Machine Lead Cut

. (Continued from Page 1)

Th next job is to see that all theﬁ_
people in all' the distriects have at’

least a8 good an understanding of
the situation as the voters in Homer’s
home district demonstrated in last
Tuesday’s election. It can be done.
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UE Prepares to Win New GE Contract

SHE WORE THAT SWILE ON THE PICKET LINE TGO

“Joseph Dominelli; chairman of -the
veterans’ committee, declared that in
workmg for legislation favorable to
the ex-servicemen, his comnnttee had
found that the CIO was the mam re-

liange. -

Vietor Pasche, 1nternat10na1 ﬁeld'
Orgamzer, stressed the need of hav-
ing the PAC work of ward clubs gov-
erned at all times by a program in
the intérest of the people, and urged
that the program be - discussed fre~-
quently ifi ward meetings, -

- Among others who spoke were fd-
ward Wallingford, Local 801 execu-
tive- board member, John Saccocio,
committeeman and temporary chair-
man for the Tenth Ward, James
Meany, and Joseph Krone.

Much of the floor discussion cen-
tered on price control to protect

-wages, and on the flaws in the un-

employment Insurance law, brought
out by experience in the strike,

for approvnl' of the agrooment cndmg the ntrxko.

This meeting haro is typncal of the effective practical domooracy in operation in the UE.CIO. There

worc aueh meatmge af looah in j{‘l GE plante all over the Unitoed States Saturday to authorize the ol‘ficere to accept the egreemont and declare the ‘strike-

. "

e .
.

Marie - Sweeney,
inspector in Build-
ing 69, has turned
her energy to sign-
ing up new union
members now that

picket duty has _end-

ed. Here she is with
her latest batch of
applications.

During the strike
she brightened the
picket "line in her

ski suit, day after’

day. She had to
sell two  war bonds,
but when the 1834
cent raise comes
through she plan
to replace them.

The framework of labor’s political

‘home is now going up. Representatives

of the CIO unions in Schenectady met

at Local 301 headquarters last week and
mapped plans for political action in the
city and county. :

The plan, which is now being dis-

cussed by each union, calls for estab-
lishing a political action committee in

each ward and town. It is proposed
that the chairmen and secretaries elect-
ed by the ward and town committecs
shall make up the County-wide Political
Action Committee,

Political Action will not be confined
to the CIO. The AFL will be invited
to participate. And PAC will not be a
purely union affair. All voters who
agree with the aims of PAC will be wel-
come to participate on an equal basis
with the union members. Union rep-

iove

resentatives are taking the first steps
to set up the necessary ovganization.
When things get under way, the union
representatives will act as advisors:—
and they will take an active part in
their own ward and town organizations.

It was emphasized at last week's’

meeting that the PAC clubs will be op-
en to all voters, regardless of party.
PAC will base itself on"issues and candi-
aates. Members of the Democratie, Re-
publican and American Labor parties
who agree on the issues, will work to-
gether to elect candidates pledged to
represent the interests of the people.
Headquarters have already been op-
ened by three ward PAC organizations
in the city of Schenectady. They will

dot the entire city-and county in time

to take active part in next November's
vital state and local elections, union
members are determined.

Oid Agreement to
Expire on July 1st

. For the first time since the orig-
inal contract with General Electric
was signed nine years ago, URE will
start negotiations for a complete
new contract this month.

— —— et P et
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i EHe past all changes were made

under a modifieation clause which per-
mits either the union or the company to
suggest changes on 30 days notice.- The
old agreement ‘always held over until
changes were agreed on and went mto
effect :

- This year the company served term-
iration notice. Between now and July
1, when the present contract will end,

..every subject covered by the present
contract will have to be negotiated. New
subjects not included in the old agree-

ment will also be discussed,

May Arbitrate

The company has agreed to consider
arbitrating questions on which negoti-

-ations become deadlocked. Union of-

ficials have urged the company to co-

operate in having the negotiations pro--

ceed speedily and peacefully,

A membership meeting of Local 301
was scheduled this week to approve. or
amend the 19046 UE proposals. Its ac-
tion would be taken too late for publi-

“cation in this week’s Electrical Union
~News, . -

Higher pay, union shop, equal pay
for women, a guarantee against dis-
crimination for race, color, creed or
national origin, increased vacations,
severance pay and other improvements
will be asked.

Negotiation sessions with the GE
management will start as soon as the
union proposals are officially adopted
by the UE locals in the 45 GE plants in
the country. Leo Jandreau is a mem-
ber of the national UE committee which
drew up the contract recommendations.

(Details of contract proposal on page 4)
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'Sy_racuse Speed-ups
Warn Unorganized
Office Employees

The GI campaign of .speed-ups and
layoffs among unorganized office work-
ers in Syracuse has warned Schenectady
office workers they need union organi-
zation to protect their jobs and their
-raises.-

Now that the strike is won, organiz-
ing the office workers is one of the big-

gest and most urgent jobs of UL, Local
301 has pledged full cooperation of its
officers, executive board and shop
stewards to aid the Office Workers Or-
ganizing Committee,

Sadie Iovenella, an assistant to Leo
Jandreau, and Jerry Steinberg, inter-
national field man who helped organize
the Pittsfield GIE workers, have been as-
sipned to full time with the OWOC
drive. |

"Right now' the campaign is concen-
trating on production and factory cler-
ical workers.. Various meetings have
been arranged for these groups. There
was a good turnout for the first meet-
ing of dispatchers and expeditors at
which an active program was adopted.

Very few of the bills which the CIO backed in the 1946 legislative
session at Albany came to a nose-counting or roll call vote in either the

Assembly or Senate.

As usual, most labor bhills were killed in committee and never
reached the floor. The CIO move to give veterans the same unemploy-
ment insurance rights as non-veterans was so popular that the bill pass-
ed unanimously, with Republicaiis as well as Democrats clamoring to get

on the bandwagon.

Here are the voting records of Capi-
tal Distriet assemblymen on several
bills of interest to Local 301. Schenec-
tady County’s only assemblyman, Os-
wald D. Heck, is Speaker of the As-
sembly and does not vote:

Brees Amendment to prevent a pol-
ital party from nominating anyone not
enrolled in that party. '
Charles C. Wallace (Dem.) Albany

County e e, No

- George W, Foy‘(Dem.)' Albany
County .ot cte et eeeseenee. NOW
James . Dillon (Dem.) Albany

County e eeeeneanaaeees. NO
John S. Finch (Rep.) Rensselaer
County” . eeeeecreeeeeeeeieieen e e No
John L. Ostrander (Rep.) Sara-
' toga County....... .ceee. eeeeen. Yes
Arthur L. Parsons (Rep.) Schoharie
CountY i, Y @S
This amendment was defeated 76-64

with all Dembocrats and one ALP man,

Leo Isacson,.and a smattering of Re-
publicans voting against it. ‘

Service Improves
-Protests of Local 801 against
bills to prevent a minority party,
like the ALP, from backing the
candidate of a major party were
so strong that Speaker Oswald D.

Isacson rent control bill to have state
continue rent controls if federal con-
trol ends.

Wallace (Dem ..... ...

Foy (Dem) .ocoveeeceeee cievveereeeainnnnnn.. Yes
Dillon (Dem) .. ... e e
Fineh (Rep.) ceeeeiriiiicecceiieeansenno.... No
Ostrander. (Rep) ...occeeeeeeeeeeeiceeeen.. No
Parsons (Rep.) weeeeeeveiieiiees e, No

The bill was defeated by a vote of
74 to 66 with Democrats and ALP Isac-
son voting for it.

The Dewey administration bill on rent
control which passed is filled with loop-

-.—.——holes-and_omits_ceilings .for new hous-
—ing.

Isacson motion to rescind $77,000,000

tax.cut (designed to' favor big business.

and higher income groups) and to ap-
portion the $77,000,000 to cities.

The motion was defeated by a
straight party vote, 80 to 57, with all
Democrats and ALP Isacson voting
“Yes” and a’'solid Republican front vot-
ing “No.” -

Bill to repeal the section of the Elec-
tion Law giving workers two hours off
with pay on Election Day to vote.

Wallace (Dem.) .. .. ... Absent
Foy (Dem.) ... ceemeeeaie Absent
Dillon (Dem.) .oooiuoveeeian eerersen- NoO
Fineh (Rep.) .ooeeeeeeeeeeecee v, Y8
Ostrander (Rep.) .rveenniinee.

te Legisiative Session = = BB s i
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s meeting of Nin_tli'Wai"d' PAC at opening of its new head-
quarters, 1096 Forest Rd., Schenectady.  This is one of the three ward PAC headquarters opened in the city since
the strike. More to come. Left to right, front row, are: Edward Wallingford, William Kuschel, William Mastri
“ani, Roy Lash, Sigmund "Klein, Joseph Krone, Albert Gisond '

ers, all of UE,

r

New Applications Keep " Cood ldea To Know  Unions Support Peace

Business Office Buzzing

A flood of new applications Thas
brought an SOS from the business of-
fice of Local 301, Electrical Union News
was asked to print the following notice

“to help the people turning in applica-

tions as well as the office staff handling
them.

“We find that there are many old ap-
plications still being used. These should
be discarded as they do not carry a

space for the new member’s check num-

ber which is necessary in our records.
“The business office has complete

efiefit Secretary

During the strike the UE business
office aiscovered that many union mem-
bers do not know the proper steps to
take in case of illness, aside from call-
ing the doctor. ,,

Every section or building has a mu-
tual benefit secretary who usually is a
fellow worker in the factory. It is very
important that our members know who
their secretary is.

It is important also that a person

eligible for mutual benefits contact the

Meeting In Washington

Charles Rivers, international repre-
sentative, will represent Distriet 3 of
UL this Friday, Saturday and Sunday
in®” Washington, D. C. at the Win-the-
Peace Conference called by union lead-
ers, progressive Congressmen and Sen-
ators, clergymen and others.

Robert Northrop of Loeal 2054, Uni-
ted Steel Workers, will be delegate of
the Capitol Distriet CIO Council. He
is chairman of the Council veterans’
committee,

By publication date of this paper, Lo-

records of all its members from June
1943, Anyone who has turned in a
written resignation since that time must

mutual benefit secretary at once so that
he can make out a voucher for the col-
lection of the benefits,

A g G : The organizers point out to office
RERENT e AR '

ERNE SR workers that unless they are represent-
; ed by a union they will be helpless in

Parsons (Rep.) —oceccvceeeennen.
The bill was defeated by a vote of 74

cal. 301 was to take action on a recom-
mendation of its Executive Board that
two delegates be sent,

Heck, Rep., Schenectady, sent a
wire to Leo Jandreau to announce

3,
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the face of speed-ups and lay-offs,. In
Syracuse 200 office workers were laid
off because of speed-up during the
week of Mar, 18 and another 100 the
next week.

.

YMCA Picks Archer

Sanford L. Archer, assistant business
agent "of Local 801, has been named
chairman of the “Y"” Buddy Committee
of the Schenectady Young Men's Chris-
tian Association, He was in the Navy
from Mareh 1944, to November 196,
He has been on the Y Board of Direet-
ors since January, 1944,

defeat of the legislation.

This is the first time Local 301
has received such prompt and per-

" sonal information about the fate

of legislation in Albany from M.
Heck, | E

The legislation would have pre-
vented a party from nominating
for office anyone who wasn’t en-
rolled in that party. Such a law
would have prevented the ALP
from backing Roosevelt, It would
make it next to impossible for
PAC to “Remember in Novem-
ber.”

to 43. A companion bill in the Senate
died before coming on the floor,

This bill has particular interest to
the Capital Distriet because a test case
developed when the Ford Motor Co. at
Green Island docked three members of
the Auto Workers, CIO, for taking time
off to vote in the 1944 presidential elec-
tions, The company was indicted for
violating the law and was convicted in
a jury trial in- Albany County Court.
An appeal is supposed to be pending.
The Tord Co.,, and other people who
fear political action by union members
have been busy ever since, it is report-
ed, trying to get the law repealed.

pay back dues from the time he submit-
ted his resignation, plus a two dollar
initiation fee. Anyone who at any-
time was dropped through no fault of
his own can become a member in good
standing by just signing a new applica-
tion blank with no initiation fee or back
dues assessment,  °

“Veterans who either belonged before
entering service or ave joining now
need pay no initiation fee. The only
exception to this rule is the veteran
who has belonged to Loeal 301 since
his discharge and has since resigned.
In this case the same vegulations apjply

_as in the case of the non-veteran. It is

-

The mutual benefit office will not pay
benefits without a voucher, During the
strike many persons who should have
collected money did not treceive checks
because their mutual benefit secretary
did not know they were ill, Sometimes

-#a.check is delayed as long as two months

because a worker doesn't get in touch
with his mutuual benefit secretary on
time.

necessary, however, for all veterans to
sign a new application form.

«All applications should be marked

‘new member’, ‘resigned’, ‘reinstate-

“ment’, or ‘veteran’,

‘Many other upstate UE and CIO lo-
cals have elected delegates, The ecall
to the conference urged support of Big
Three Unity, UNO and a democratic
foreign policy.

How Long Is Soon?

Any day now the Wage Stabilization
‘Board should okay the 18% cent hourly
pay raise won by the strike. But GE
can’t pay it until the povernment board
officially approves. Your union offic-
ers are taking all possible steps to get

speedy action,
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