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; To the Hon. the Le 

The Prison AssoGi 

| its report for the y 

The objects for w 

. of operations, are pax t forth in the a 

- passed May 9th, 18 he by-laws. (See d 

The Managers we hpowered among: 

-inspect all prisons th the State, and we 

port to the Legislature as to their condition af 

with such recommendations in respect to improv 

pline as might be deemed proper. In the exercise 4 

they have called the attention of the Legislature t! 

| of many gross abuses, both in the State and count #™ - 

F have indicated the reforms most likely to secure the re ‘ation 

of the convict and the prevention of crime. Their reperts now 
; embrace several large volumes. 

The inspection of prisons has been conducted by the managers 

solely at their own expense; not a cent of the contributions to 

four treasury having ever been devoted to the payment or reim- 

‘bursement of these expenses. All the fards which we have been 

able to raise have been appropriated to the relief and reformation 

tof discharged convicts, and to the amelioration of the condition of 

| detained prisoners. 

In past years we have made reports to your honorable body 

concerning all the State prisons, and most of the county prisons 

Rin the State, which would have been continued by us but for cir- 

fcumstances fully detailed in our former reports to the Legislature. 

We have, however, continued our visits to the prisons in New 

York and Kings counties, which are still in need of improvement 

sas pointed out in our last report. We have nothing further to 

add respecting them. 
It is to be deplored that in our State prisons there has been so 

little improvement in regard to the punishments which have been 

there practiced. for many years, and which, in our judgment, are 

ind productive of no good to the  
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mation. The lay 

ow can we expect ' 

dens, keepers and 

heir claims as po. 

s teachers, moral 

pointed to governa 

ibe missionary spirit, 

reasonable hope of 

ssary that from the 

blest employes, all 

nd perseverance, a 

benevolent disposi- 

d sympathetic iristian spirit, and a 

The warden orssénekatrsuperintendent should 

ese, a quick discrimination of character, a ready 

upon little circumstances and turning them to 

ch unmistakable sagacity and prudence, that he 

zed and felt by his subordinates and the prisoners, 

: good man, and as the ruling intelligenes of the 

instits Ag We do believe that such faithful servants as we have 

here described can be obtained. God grant that our State autho- 

rities will open the door to the employment of such, and then will 

“the hearts of the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the 

just.” ; 

_. During the year 1860, we issued a circular, to which we refer 

for full particulars of the nature and extent of our operations and 

the means employed. What we there set forth so fully embodies 

what we wish to say in this report that we give it a place in the 

a large degree, 

4d demeanor, a 

appendix. 

1869 and 1860: \ 

4 January +--+ 
February «++ 

: September .. 

  Ep December... 
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We present the following summary of our labors for the years 
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Much as a rigid economy has enabled us to do, very much more 

could we have done, had our receipts been at all adequate to the 

fcalls upon us. More dollars would have enabled us to save more 

Avretched men and women from despair and ruin. 

jhappy to state that with the aid and through the prudence, pa- 
But we are 

tience and indefatigable labors of our agent, Abraham Beal, the 

association has managed to get through the past two years with 

its usefulness steadily increasing. We are now able to announce 

the association out of debt. 

We also give, in the appendix, a number of new cases selected 

from Mr. Beal’s diary, and several letters received by the chair-  
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man of the executive committee, from judges,. district attorneys 

and others, in relation to the efliciency and usefulness of the aggo. 

elation, and the invaluable services rendered to the community 
by its agent. 

Since the formation of the Prison Association, a beneficent Pro. 

vidence has called its members to mourn the loss of comparatively 

few of their active associates, but those few stood deserved}y 

high in their personal characters as Christians and philanthropists, 

and especially were they deeply interested in the progress and 

operations of this association. Two of the three to whom we nov 

partigularly allude had passed more than three score years, and | 

the other had exceeded three-score and ten, and all were eminent 

among their fellow-citizens of every rank for their professional 

standing and for their good works. 

John Duer, Benj. F. Butler and Richard Reed will long he re§ 

membered by their fellow-members as among the pioneers of the 

Prisdn Association, aiding, by their wise counsels and their material 

substance, and leaving on its records ample evidence of their 
industry and deep concern for its welfare. 

The first lived to the age of 76, continuing unremittingly to toil 

in dispensing truth and justice among his fellow-men, till sum. 

moned to nobler scenes, on the 8th of August, 1858. 

Exactly three months afterwards he was followed by his former 

colleague, Mr. Butler, at the age of 63, too well known in the§ 

political and judicial annals of his State and country, to need any fj 

It sufficeth for us to record of him asf eulogium at our hands. 

ever alive to the purposes and labors of this association, regarding 

it as a most important adjunct in the administration of criminal 

justice, an opinion which his extensive engagements and intimate 

knowledge of the subject enabled him to pronounce authorite 

tively, and which he supported practically. 

Though moving, humanly speaking, in a more humble sphere, it 

can be safely affirmed of our departed friend, Richard Reed, that 

no mewber of the association was ever more faithful to his volun 

tary duties, more sincerely interested in ité labors and welfare, orf 

‘more ready to give his time and services to individual cases 
Rarely absent from a meeting during the many years of his cor 

nection with it, and never without an apology for the apparent 

neglect, he was always on the alert, with a genial and sympathiz 

_ ing heart, and elevated Christian conversation, to pour balm upon 

i walks. 

No. 13t.| \359- 66 9 
ihe broken and contrite spirits whom he found in his many prison 

He was taken from works to rewards on the 14th of Janu- 
ary, 1860, at the ripe age of 68. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CYRUS CURTISS, 

President of the Association. . 

JOHN H. GRISCOM, 

Chairman Executive Committee. - 

JAMES C. HOLDEN, 

Recording Secretary. 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT. 

The Prison Association of New York in account with its Treasurer, 

Cr. : . 

By balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1859.-...---.---.---- 

Donations in 1859, as per list----.----2.------e 

Donations in 1860, as per list (to Jan. 5, 1861)... 

$14 98 
1,994 75 
1,849 15 

113 10 

$3,971 28 Total ....0 2 ee eee ee ee ee ne eee eee 

Dr. 

To cash paid agent for balance due him on account of 

his disbursements in 1858 
To cash paid agent’s salary for 1859..-.--.._-..--- 

To cash paid agent’s salary for 1860.-.....-..----- 

To cash paid on account rent of office, 15 Centre st._ 

To cash, donations to discharged convicts, postage, 
fuel and office expenses....-.-2.--.---2---- ee 

To cash paid for printing and advertising 

To cash commissions on collections 

$549 6 

1,020 0¢ 

350 00 

610 47 

52 27 

$3,971 28 

- New Yorx, Jan. 5, 1861. 
E. E. WM. C. GILMAN, Treasurer. 

—At the date of the ab nt, th iation owed . 
Nore @ aate Of OS Bbove accouney me assoaa shave been effected by the Legislature on the recommendations 

qcontained in our annual reports, which now embrace several large 

Bvolumes. It will be found, on consulting them, that the subject 

Zof crime, and the means of its prevention—of criminals, and the 

for cash borrowed as stated 

‘For disbursements by agent, chiefly to discharged con- 

For rent 

These obligations, and all current expenses have been paid in 

full, and the association is now free from debt. 
No paid collectors have been employed since the present treas 

urer entered upon his duties in September, 1860. 

New Yorn, March 27, 1861.: 

1,000 00 | lature, on the 9th of May, 1846. 

fiher detained for trial, or fully convicted, or as witnesses, 

fThe improvement of prison discipline, and the government of 

328 1238. an : : 
Blihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform.” 

Fpowers were conferred for enabling the Managers to inspect pri- 

fsous, and to report to the Legislature, on their condition and 

fmanagement, with such recommendations in respect to improve- 

@ wents in discipline, as might be deemed proper. 

CIRCULAR... | 

Orricr or THE Parison Assoctation, Vo. 15 Centre street, 
New York, November, 1860. ~ 

Dear Sir—No apology need be offered for calling your attention 

Fioa deserving object for the exercise of your benevolence; and 

F notwithstanding the invitations to make charitable contributions 

Bare becoming so frequent and pressing, it will, nevertheless, be 

E conceded that it is the duty of every good man to endeavor to do 
Ea little more. 

Kio censure did it not make known its objects, and present its claims. 

f When it has done this, the responsibility rests on those to whom 

Bits appeals for aid are made, if it is not adequately sustained. 

The Prison Association would, therefore, be open 

This association was incorporated by a special act of the Legis- 

Its objects, as therein declared, 

are: ‘‘Ist.:The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whe- 

2d. 

prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States; and, 3d. The 

support and encouragement of reformed convicts after their dis- 

charge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest live- 

Large 

These powers 

have been exercised in such a way that many salutary reforms 

influences to be employed for their reformation—-of prison disci- 

pline, and the improvements to be made therein, have all been 

fully discussed, and the arguments, pro and con, clearly set forth, 

together with ample statistics drawn from every attainable source, 
both in the United States and in foreign countries; so that, now, 

it may be confidently affirmed that what was once exceedingly  
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‘difficult and perplexing in this department of philanthropir 

science, has been made comparatively plain and easy of accom 

plishment. 

So far as the improvement of prisons and of prison disciplin 

is concerned, it only involves the personal exertions of the Man 

agers, and no funds are needed. But with reference to the ame. 

lioration of the condition of prisoners and the reformation of 

discharged convicts, ‘it is indispensable that money should be 
raised. 

It cannot be justly charged against this association that it hag 

been actuated in its efforts by a misplaced or morbid sympathy 

for the criminal, for it has resolutely adhered to the Scriptural 

proverb, that “The way of transgressors is hard,” and has sternly 

acknowledged that this should be so; yet, while looking in this 

direction with a face of flint, it has steadily borne in mind the 

idea upon which all modern legislation has proceeded in respect 

to crimes, viz., that the great object should be to prevent their 

commission and reform the criminals, and not to deal with them 

in a spirit of vindictiveness, ‘ 

To those, who may not be familiar with our plans, and who, for 

that reason, may not be-prepared to acknowledge-the utility of 

such an organization, we desire to submit some of the most pro 

minent evils which exist, and the remedies which have been and 
are still sought to be applied to their correction: 

1. Detentions of alleged inals.—It will be readily conceded 
that. some Bre improperly cl ged; that some, while innocent, are 
in danger of being condemned by false or vindictive witnesses, 
through inadvertence, or for want of the aid of honest lawyers; 
that some are stripped of all they possess by “shysters,” without 
receiving any beneficial services ‘in return; and that some, by 
reason of circumstances difficult to be explained at the time of 
conviction, are made to suffer punishments which might be pro- 
perly mitigated, if the matters in extenuation were reliably 
brought to the notice of the court, but which, owing to the fears, 
confusion, or friendless situation of the accused, cannot be fur 
nished without timely aid, volunteered on the spot. 

2: Prison discipline —It is well known, that in some detention 
prisons at least (but it would be safe to sayin nearly all of them), 
it is quite common to confine prisoners under accusation and be 
fore. conviction, although innocent, in the same quarters, and 
amuder the same restraints, and in the same cells, with those justly 

Yo. 181.] (359-69 18 

envicted; that witnesses are confined there for the want of bail; 

and are thus subjected to restraints-and contaminating influences, 

which it is impossible, by any’ species of argument, to justify ; 

that proper regard to cleanliness and the general sanitary condi- 

ion of the inmates of the detention prisons is often omitted, and 

iike subject to this neglect; and that in the prisons for the con- 

fnement of prisoners under sentence, there is no suitable classifi- 

ution of them; adepts in every species of infamous crimes, and 

lenders, and convicts for minor offences, such as assaults and 

gonate, unprincipled, or brutal keepers. 

3. Discharged convicts.—It will not be denied that some of this 

times may be traced to.intemperate habits, want, suffering, pre- 

jidice, or passion; that, in most cases, this class come from the 

pisons, on the expiration of their terms of sentence, branded as 

infamous, and cut off from the confidence and sympathy of the 

ommunity; and that, in some cases, even the most wicked and 

ineorrigible criminals, when discharged, might be reclaimed. 

We might extend this catalogue of evils, and illustrate their 

mormity by a variety of cases coming under our immediate ob- 

servation, but the limits within which we feel it our duty to bring 

this appeal, will only allow the mention of the most glaring, and 

tose which have been made familiar to the public, in our previous 

ports and through the press. The evils we have above enu- 

nerated are so confessedly notorious, that it would be difficult to 

find any one who would venture to deny their existence. 

On a little reflection, it will not be difficult to understand that 

lhe discreet management of the detention and discharged cases, 

requires much skill, and occasions a great dealof tronble. There 
ate but few men who have the patience, tact, industry, and, above 

il, the disposition, cheerfully and perseveringly, to undertake 
uch labors. We are compelled to confess that there is no one in     
If such men can be found, we will gladly welcome them to a place 

that the innocent, the guilty, and the witnesses, are, in most cases, : 

trdened criminals, such as professional thieves, burglars and ~ 

jickpockets, being confined and brought in close contact with first 

latteries, and other misdemeanors; and that, in some cases, cruel 

wd unusual punishments are inflicted by drunken, ignorant, pas- ~~ 

thss would reform, if properly encouraged, especially those whose |’ 

en
ae
rr
ar
te
re
nt
ne
n 

oir Board of Managers who appears to be thus qualified, nor. 

vhose other engagements will permit him to perform these duties. ° 

inthe board. Owing to the peculiar nature of the efforts to ba.  
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made, and the unremitted attention requisite to be bestowed in 
these cases, the employment of a general agent was necessary, and 

Mr. Abraham Beal, who-has been. so long connected with us in 
that relation, will still continue his self-sacrificing and arduow 
labors. It appears to be a duty which we owe, not to him (he 

cause he don’t care for it), but {o that portion of the public who 

may not know him, that we should say something of his qualifica. 

tions to hold such a position. He is eminently, and in @ very 

peculiar degree, fitted for the performance of the work in which 

we are engaged. His experiences have been so varied and exter 

sive, and his integrity, Christian benevolence, efficiency, and rel. 

ability so perfect, that what was .once difficult of perfor mance by 

_this association, has been, through him, rendered comparatively 

easy. He has the unreserved confidence of the courts, district 

attorneys and magistrates, and to an extent which demonstrates 

his trustworthiness and influence for good; more completely than: 

anything we could say in commendation of his services. He is 

quick and shrewd in his discrimination of character, prompt and 

fearless in his dealings with the authorities, and while o’erflowing 

with sympathy for those who need it, he is, at the same time, 4 

terror to those who do not deserve it. His position is one in 

which his influence might be sold, but he has never imperiled his 

usefulness by being even as much as suspected. And, lastly, he is, 

so far as ‘can. be discovered, insensible to flattery, buat marches 

right on in the performance of his duty, regardless of praise or 

favors. With any other than such an agent to carry out our plan 

- of operations, we believe we could never have. sustained our or 

ganization, upon the slender amounts which have been contributed, 

nor-could we, without his aid, have accomplished, under such cir 

eumstances, one-half the good. which, for several years past, his 

diaries have exhibited. Such men are rare. Let us, then, when 

. we find one, sustain him and use him. 

~¢ Out of the hundreds of detention cases recorded in these diaries, 

we take the following, at random, for the purpose of conveying 

 .. gome idea of the nature of his efforts: 

* No.1. Saw a poor, wretched woman Jname and residence] weer 

img in the Tombs, and ascertained that her husband had beet 

eonfined the last nine days for disorderly conduct, and in default 
of $300 bail. She has five children now in want. The offenceis 

. trifling, as shown by the papers. The police magistrate was sect, 

«and the man’s discharge obtained. : 

| No, 131.] 

| of stealing a veil.   

{85 & . &F 15 

No. 2. Was convicted of stealing a piece of ham: The associ: 

ation had visited her in prison, and subsequently ascertained her 

story to be truthful—that at the time of this petit theft herself . 

and two children were in great want. The truth was told the 
court, and her discharge recommended. She left the court-room 

with her children, very grateful for the mercy shown to her, and 
expressed a determined purpose to suffer rather than be found in’ 

such a place again. Her pressing. wants were for several weeks 
supplied by the association. 

No. 3. Was charged with stealing articles valued at $6 from 

her employer. She denied the charge.. The only evidence against 

ler was that a few buttons belonging to her were found on the 

foor near where the, missing things had been kept. She was re- 

manded. To-day the association assured the court. that her cha- 

racter, previous to this allegation, was good. Her discharge was 

recommended and obtained. 

No. 4. Was convicted of an assault and battery, on complaint 

of his wife,.and sentenced by the. court to the penitentiary. for 

four months. At request of the association he was remanded 

util next court:day, and the sentence..withheld. To-day we 

showed, by two reliable men, for whom defendant had worked the 

last twenty-five years, that he is a sober, honest, industrious man, 

always providing a good home for his family. One of the wit- 

nesses testified that his children were pretty well grown up; one 

of them, the younger, aged sixteen, is a.self-willed, obstinate girl; 

that she kept late hours, and entertained her young friends. at 

their house as late as two, three, and often to four o’clock. The 

mother was indulgent, whilst the father apprehended some evil 

would result from such indulgences; hence he determined to pre- 

vent it. These and other causes have created. this difficulty. . The 

association then begged his discharge. The court acquiesced. 

No. 5. The District Attorney of the United States Court was 

seen in behalf of two seamen detained as witnesses for the prose- 

tution, and against the. mate of ship, who stands charged with 

murder. These two men have been in the Tombs nearly seven 

months. One of these is a married man, who has not been able 

to send his family any money since he was locked up. The Mar- 

| shal and District Attorney promised that they would do all they 

could to facilitate the trial. 

No, 6. Aged twelve years; was taken into custody on charge 

Her fears were.so powerfully wrought. upon,  
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it was deemed prudent to recommend her discharge, which was 

granted. The probabilities are,she will never forget this circum. 
‘stance. 

No. 7. Was in prison, awaiting trial on his wife’s complaint, 

She regretted the step she had been advised to take in having him 
locked up, because of the suffering herself and children now ex. 

perienced. The association were instrumental in bringing about 

a reconciliation between them, and a solemn promise. that both 

should pull one way, the right way, and both together. The re. 
corder, on recommendation of the agent, discharged him. They 
both expressed their sincere thanks. 

No. 8. Was arrested nine months since on charge of burglary. 

Two months subsequent to his arrest, symptoms of insanity were 

exhibited by him. The association applied to the resident physi- 

cian and one of his assistants to examine him. They pronounced 
him temporarily insane from the use of strong drinks.. He was 

then sent to the insane asylum on the Island. After being there 

seven months, we ascertained he is now in a much better state, 

A certificate was obtained, when an application to the district 

attorney was made that he be brought back to the City prison and 

disposed of. The complainant was seen; he'had no desire to pro- 

secute, as the offence was committed during the day. in their pre- 

sence, and when under some hallucination produced by strong 

drink, All these particulars were submitted to the court by the 

association, when the prisoner was discharged. 

No. 9. Was charged with a petit larceny. He stoutly denied 
his guilt, although the evidence seemed clear against him. He 

assured the court the witnesses were influenced by prejudice 
against him, and without any cause. The association begged that 

he might be remanded, as he represented that witnesses could be 
found who could prove him entirely innocent of the charge. 

These persons were subpeenaed, and to-day appeared in court and 

testified the defendant slept at their house, and consequently it 

was impossible for him to have committed the larceny. The re 

corder believed their atatement, and that the witnesses for the 

prosecution had been mistaken in his identity. He was immedi- 

ately discharged. 

No. 10. Had been confined in the Tombs over a month, on a 

charge of grand larceny. The association visited him, and felt 
interested in his behalf. His story appeared truthful, He was 

believed to be innocent of this charge. The complainant was 

(3539-50 No. 132.] 

seen and spoken to; and ith 

more satisfied were we of Hs: 

torney was conferred with? ‘bn 

sions. When the complainaiie 
two or three questions were! 

could say one word to convit¢s 
when he was instantly acquitted, 

thank the association. hee 
No. 11. An inmate of Hlditage Street jail, begs the association 

toaid and help him. He represents that he had been charged 
with an assault and battery. On the examination before a police 
justice, the complaint was dismissed. His prosecutors then com- 
menced a civil suit against him, when he was arrested and thrown 
iato this prison in default of bail. He has no money, or friends 
who can assist him. We lost no time in finding the plaintiffs in’ 
the action. Much time was sacrificed in our attempts to convince 
them and their counsel that the defendant was unable to pay the 
wsts. We did succeed, however, in procuring his discharge, for 
vhich he appeared thankful to the association. This unfortunate 
man had been in the custody of the sheriff, on this contemptible 
charge, not less than one hundred and twenty-four days. 
No, 12. The Danish Consul calls to ask- the aid of the associa: 

tion, in behalf of a man now confined in Eldridge Street jail, on a 
charge of smuggling two hundred cigars from on board a ship 
from Hamburgh. The Marshal, the District Attorney, and the 
Collector of the port, were seen by the agent of the association, 
vho called their attention to this case as one ofa very insignifi- 
aut character. The prisoner’s character was very good. His. 
Mmprisonment had distracted his family sadly; they are now want- 
ing the necessaries of life. The Oollector immediately ordered’ 
lis discharge, for which they all appeared thankful. , 
No. 18. These two men were convicted of assault and battery, 

ind sentenced to the penitentiary for three months each. The 
lisproportion of the punishment to the alleged trifling offence 
tmmitted, induced the association to ask the court to withdraw 
the sentence until next court, when a foller and a fairer statement 
Wall the facts would be submitted. Such was the case; instead 
if sending these men to the penitentiary, as at first proposed, -a 
fue of $5 each was inflicted 3 this latter decision was much more 
Quitable and fair. Dope . hoe , a 
[Assembly,No. 13} 0 =. Qs ee 

thorough our inquiries, the 
Wnnocence. The district ats 

if the case to the special ses- 
Bsked to take the stand, but 
‘Neither he or the witnesses 

er of the alleged larceny, 
Ned again and again to 
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‘No. 14. Was remanded, also, last eourt day, on a charge of petit 

larceny. When brought up this A; M., her eyes were much swol- 
len, and she was sadly distress a athe complaint was very frivol- 

ous, and ought never to have, -sent to this court. It was 

shown that this young wo: an fused to remain in her situation, 

although offered an advanee ges. When they found she was 
determined to leave, this'-p “charge was trumped up against 

her, and on which she was*« sted: her character had been uni. 

formly good, very good, previoug:to this complaint. Judgment 
was suspended and she was discharged. The association imme. 

diately applied to the family and demanded her wages, which 

were promptly paid; and the girl seemed to be very thankful. 

No. 15. Was confined in the City prison, charged with commit. 

ting a grand larceny, stealing a gold watch. The story of this 

man was so simple and apparently truthful, that we believed him 

innocent of the alleged theft. The papers were carefully ex- 

amined, which showed that complainant had lost his watch, but ; 

as against the defendant, it was a case of mere suspicion, on 4 

very flimsy tenure. From subsequent: enquiries, we found the 

watch had been taken away by a woman with whom its owner 

had cohabited; she had, since the arrest of this poor fellow, re- 

stored the property. The attention of the district attorney was 

speedily called to this fact; the papers were sent before the grand 

jury; no bill was found; hence the prisoner was discharged. 

’ No. 16. Was visited in the Tombs; he appeared to feel deeply 

sensible of the degraded condition in which he was found, charged 

with ‘grand larceny. He had spent the evening with a relative, 

and when about to leave, had stolen his friend’s gold watch. He 

frankly, and with bitter tears, acknowledged his guilt, that he 

had, in a moment of unexpected temptation, wickedly yielded to 

do wrong, and that he could never forgive himself for the disgrace 

he had brought on his own character, and the mental anguish 

produced in the minds of his family, and the heart of his mother 
Appropriate means were taken, and this penitent young man was 
saved from the disgrace and ruin of a protracted imprisonment. 

He left the prison, evidently moved with a sense of his own folly 

and unworthiness, and expressed his best thanks to the association, 

for the timely help that had been rendered him. The following 

letter was sent to us by his mother : 

“To the Agent of the Prison Association: Dear Sir—Permit me 

to express my grateful thanks for your kind services rendered, in 

at your office, now about four months ago.   

1359 - 

rescuing my son from a living tomb, and myself from days and 

rights of distressing sorrow. I give hearty thanks to the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift, that our feeble prayers were heard 

and answered, and that means were at hand, and those successful. 

My hearty desire is, that you may be cheered in all your labors. 

My son joins me in these humble thanks, with an earnest desire 
to profit by the past, and live more careful in the future. 

“Thankfully yours, ” 
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No. 17. Called -at the office of the association to confer with its 

agent; he had been addicted to dishonest practices the last five 

years, but from several causes, such as his own physical sufferings, 

his apprehension of being severely punished in the future, if not 

in the present life, his wife’s constant wretchedness and mental 

disquietude, the upbraidings of.a guilty conscience, the result of 

an early religious training by his poor but pious mother, all com- 

bined to make his existence too intolerable‘to be borne; he had 

now made up his mind to mend his ways. He asks advice. We 

sat down with him, counting the cost of the path now to be pur- 

sued. He deliberately resolved, if he perished, he would become 

an honest man. The association took him by the hand, he was 

supplied with sufficient means, just.to enable him to get the neces- 

saries of life, until work was provided for him; he went at it in 

earnest; his sincerity was put to the test, and he showed conclu- 

sively that he meant to reform, He did reform; the noon meet- 
ings for prayer and praise in our city, were of great advantage to 

him; he derived great strength from them; such a change has 
been wrought in his experience, that we new have confidence. in 

him, that he will characterize the honest man. We copy a letter . 

addressed to the association by him, some twelve weeks subse- 

quent to the newly. acquired happy experience : 

Permit me “ Sir—T want to write to you, but know not -how. 

to say that I have been in this city for the last five years; my 

business was that of a professional pickpocket. All this time I 

was a stranger to happiness, although never once convicted of 

crime. I hada dread of being arrested and punished; how I 

escaped I cannot tell; perhaps because of my honest little wife, 

who always entreated me to steal no more. She prayed for me; 

I think her sighs and tears to the Lord, led me first to’call on you 

Since then I have 

been an honest man, Many a time we wanted bread; my poor 

wife and child could not sleep for hunger. My old.companions  
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often urged me to join them again, but I did not yield, and star. 

vation staring me in the face; no food, no coal; none but my 

‘Maker knows what I have suffered; but amidst all, you keptime 

‘up; had I not met with you, we must have perished, or I con. 

tinued a thief. I shall never forget your kindness, your advice, 

Land your prayers, and the fifty cents given to me by Mr. C. on 

that very cold night. We were, with our few bits of furniture, 

just out on the sidewalk. I repeat it, these things made me re. 

‘solve to reform ; I have stolen nothing these last four months. To 

_help me in this way, I go to church, and the more I go the more] 

“want to go, and whilst Iam very sorry and ashamed of my past 

Jife, I hope God will forgive me, and keep me, and show me how 

Ican keep right and serve him. Iam more happy now than I 

ever was before. When I went to church last Sunday week, the 

minister seemed to know all about me; he almost pointed at me; - 

J had to shift my seat; I thought it very strange. I don’t yet | 

folly understand what religion is, but such people appear to be 

the most happy, and I want the happy to pray for me. I have 

lived since you set me up, as I promised you, dear sir; to prove 

grateful, I will pay back all the money you lent me. Tam now 

an honest man, and such I hope to remain. Accept my best 

thanks, and do let me look up to’ your association for encourage- 

ment and help. My wife’s health is improved; she left the 

hospital last Monday. I “will call and consult you about our 

taking a room, as we are anxious to have our child, and commence 

housekeeping in an humble way. Please carry my sincere thanks 

to the gentlemen of your society, for the help that bas been given 

_ me, hoping I shall prove thankful and worthy. 
“T am, dear sir, yours, gratefully, ” 

No. 18. Was sent to the penitentiary for three months for steal 

ing of bread. He left the prison without coat or vest. He begs 

the association to supply his wants and aid him to return to Com 

mecticut. He was furnished with suitable clothing aud a small 

amount of money. , 

' No. 19. Says her mistress sent her away without paying to her 

- the wages due to her, amounting to $10; that she was discharged 

without cause or provocation. The case was investigated, and 

successful means taken to secure the gifl her wages. 
_ No. 20. Two respectable citizens call on the association in be 

half of a young girl reputably connected, and who had arrived in 

this country but three weeks. She had been induced to enter     
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and engage herself as chambermaid in a house of ill-fame in Mer- 

er street, not knowing it to be of that vile character. She is 

represented to be in a distracted state of mind, and most anxious 

to get away; but this appears to be impossible, the abominable 

gretches having taken her clothes from her and refusing to give 

them up. An efficient officer being at our office at this interview, 

jhe adopted proper means to rescue her from the corrupting influ- 
ence of those destroyers. . 

No. 21. Calls to say that he is starving, and don’t want to steal; 

his necessities drove him to sleep in the station house; there the <a, 

captain told him of the association, and advised him to apply for 
assistance here. 

In this case we thought so too; it gave us pleasure to help him. 

| We supplied his immediate wants, then found him employment. 

The officer who arrested-~ No. 22. Charged with grand larceny. 

him recommended a lawyer; it would occupy some time to find 

lim, but this he cheerfully offered to do for expenses out of pocket, * . 

3. The prisoner’s fears were excited. Another lawyer was in- 

troduced; he made light of the complaint, and said, “You had” 

better get bail. Give me $20, and I will secure a mar who will 

hail you out in a few hours.” A bar-tender whom he had seen ‘ 

three or four times, called on him and said, “I have a friend who 

“ Prevention,” said he, “is better than cure.” < 
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for $25 would have bailed you out; this person present, who has: — 

cme with me, knows him well, and he could induce him to do if ‘=~ 

fr you right away, but he would require $10.” These sums were. 

given to these professed friends ($58); he saw them no more. At 

length the first counsel came to his relief; he sympathized with 

him—took.the balance of his funds, $25. He came up for trial; 

counsel advised him to plead guilty, when he was sentenced to ~ , 

State prison for three years. The prisoner had $95 in his posses- 

sion when arrested on this charge. This is a pretty fair specimen 

ifthe practical operations of the skinning and shystering of those 

fellows called Tombs lawyers. The sentence was well enough, 

but we propose to make an effort to have ultimate justice done.te: 

his friends. 
These cases will give only a very limited idea of our labors, 

Hundreds of such, and of equal interest, occurring every year, 

night be mentioned. A brief record of most of the cases ex- 

amined will be found on the books of the association, the principal 

tbject being to presérve a reference to the facts there stated; 

should the same person be again charged with crime. When old’ 

- 

x, 

  
ad
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offenders are brought up in-court, it frequentiy happens that this 

association is the only source from which the court can get infor. 

mation as to their past careers, and it has come to be pretty well 

understood that where our agent does not urge a discharge or 

mitigation of punishment, it is either because he can offer naught 

in extenuation, or because the prisoner has friends and means to 

take care of him, without our aid. We confine ourselves almost 

exclusively to the poor and friendless. The average number of 

detained (4. e. unconvicted) prisoners selected out. by us for visi- 

tation is about 5,000 per annum; of which about 1,500 cases are 

found proper subjects for special investigation by this association, 

Of these about 500 complaints are discontinued by the complain. 
\. ants on our advice; and about 500 more are discharged by the 

courts on our recommendation. The number of commitments to 

the City prison in 1859, was about 40,000. 

But by far the most painfully laborious part of our efforts are 

those which are made in behalf of discharged convicts, There 

are multitudes of persons who are altogether faithless in regard 

to the propriety of any such efforts, and who consider them en 

tirely useless. But our theory is, that there is no creature so de- 

based or wicked that he cannot be reclaimed—sometimes through 

the sympathies and influence of his fellow creatures, but oftener 

through the grace of God. The opinion seems to be formed that 

those who commit crimes, and thereby subject themselves to pun 

ishment in the penitentiary or State prison, are beyond the reach 

of all substantial improvement, if not beyond all claim upon the 
sympathies of a moral and christian community. Yes, the greater 

part of the world, and a large proportion of the church, are very 

apt to look upon all convicted persons in the same light, as utterly 
depraved, as hopelessly fallen. This, we think, is a sad mistake, 

if not an uncharitable and wicked conclusion, for it is a well as- 

certained fact that many of the convicts discharged from out 

State prisons, repent of the crithes they have committed, go and 

sin no more, and in despite of all obstacles, persevere in living 

honest lives. 
The truth is, that the discharged convict is an unfortunate fel- 

low-creature, needing our pity and our friendly commisseration} 

though guilty and fallen, he has yet a heart to feel, and the effect 

of human sympathy and christian kindness, may be to touch somé 

chord of the soul which has refused to vibrate to harsher sounds, 
or to call into exercise some remaining portion of humanity which 

jduced. He stood aghast, and almost petrified. 
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bas hitherto lain dormant, under the withering influence of neg- 

lect, or bad associations, followed by some criminal offense, and 
the arbitrary administration of justice. 

In connection with our labors we have witnessed many pleasing 

illustrations of the magical power of kindness, and we give the 

fllowing as an instance, condensed from the diary of Mr. Beal: 

A poor, crushed, desolate creature, called at our office and 
stated that he had been confined in one of our State prisons dur- 

ing the last five years; after giving us his entire history, begged 

that he might be provided with work at anything and anywhere; 

that he could not seek it himself as every one seemed to look upon 

lim as a “State prison bird.” He said, imploringly, © please 

finish me with employment, and I solemnly promise neither to 

disgrace myself uor bring discredit on you or the Association.” 

We delicately hinted that his clothes were unsuitable ; we handed 

him a small Jooking-glass, and never-sball we forget the effect pro- 

After recovering 

the shock he wept most distressingly. When asked what had pro- 
duced such painful emotions, he replied, ‘I have not seen myself 

na looking-glass the last five years and four months; I weil re- 

nember what I was then, and oh! what am J now? a discharged 

wnvict, and everybody knows me to .be such!” 

appearance was most sadly against him. We spoke words of 

kindness to him ; “he was taken into an adjoining room to our of. 

fee where he had a good wash; he was then furnished with a de- 

ent shirt and a suit of clothes; we tied a black silk handkerchief 

about his neck. This act overwhelmed bim and he wept convul- 

avely. After the lapse of half an hour’s friendly conversation, 

we were delighted to see hope beaming in his eye; whilst he felt 

encouraged to thank God, the Prison Association proved to him 

mark of safety. We were enabled to place this poor fellow in 
aplace of work at a dillar a day, and he has called upon us three 

w four times since our first interview. He says he never shall 
forget that day when the handkerchief was tied around his neck. 

He observed, “I shall never steal again, for I always carry that 
handkerchief with me.” 

Mankind are very slow to give up their faith in-the principle of 

thysical force. We are too apt to think it necessary for the cor- 

tection and discipline of men. All civilized nations have been 

wry tardy in abandoning their faith in force. The proposal to 

wttle quarrels by peaceful means is still too often held to be Uto- 

It is true, his 
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pian. We have been so trained and educated into the belief of 

the efficacy of force, that.we can scarcely imagine it possible that 

the framework of society could be kept together upon any other 

principle. . . 
There are some, however, who entertain the belief that system. 

atic coercion begets blind resistance, and that if we put down 

children or men by violent methods, we only call forth a spirit of 
rebellion, which breaks out in violent deeds of hatred, vice and 

crime. In the history of the world we think we see most clearly 

a demonstration of the failure of physical force. If we would 

make men better and happier, we should employ a greater and 

more beneficent force, viz., the power of gentleness, the power of 

kindness. In the instances in which this power has been fairly 

tried, how magical have been the effects produced ! 

gentle methods of treating men, whether in prison or out of prison, 

have never, in any case or under any circumstances, produced ro- 

sistance or rebellion; have never made them worse, but, in all 

cases, have made them better. Kindness is a constraining power, 
Jt elevates and civilizes all who are brought under its influence. 

It indicates faith in man, and without faith in man’s better na- 

ture, no better methods of treatment will improve him. Distrust 

of men makes them vicious and criminal; and continued distrust 

keeps them so. Hence our jails, penitentiaries and state prisons, 

when regarded merely as places of punishment, are very expen 

sive arrangements, and of doubtful utility. 

We might illustrate the power of kindness in many ways. In 

the training of children we can resort, as a general rule, to en 

couragement, gentleness and good example, with better success 
than to the employment of the rod. It has been found, too, that 

in the treatment of lunatics the law of kindness is the only means 

which can be successfully used in their government and control. 
A visit to our Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell’s Island, will con 

vince the most skeptical of the superiority of the principle of 

kindness over that of harshness. 
‘This principle is capable of extensive application, 
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In every 

relationship of man, kindness will produce the same beneficial re | 

sults. It draws out the better part of every nature, disarming 

resistance, dissipating angry passions, and melting the hardest 

heart. Itovercomes the evil and strengthens the good. In a 

word, then, let us say, apply it with all its powerin our prisons 

everywhere. Then, and not till then, can we reasonably hope to 

\felt that they have strong claims upon us. 

|prtment were often of a very tryingand embarrassing character; 
Humane and | 
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gee them moral hospitals, and their affticted inmates restored to 

noral health. We repeat that we should extend to our prisons 

abundant and appropriate moral appliances. “Then will the 
yearts of the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the just; 
and the hardened culprit will feel constrained to reform; wn- 

healthy and inhuman punishments will be numbered among the 
hings that were, and there will be less apprehension or proba- 

tility, when he is restored to liberty, of a relapse into crime. 

We still avow ourselves the friends of the discharged convict. 

Our sympathies and anxious solicitude in his or her behalf, remain 

mabated. During the last three years we have more than ever 

Our labors in this de- 
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hut, prompted as we have been by a sense of duty, by love to 

God and towards our neighbor, we have. steadily endeavored to 
perform the work faithfully. We have labored hopefully and 

vith earnest fidelity to benefit these erring ones in body, mind 

md circumstances. They come from our respective prisons often, 

very often, cast down, well nigh crushed, hopeless and dejected, 

most in irretrievable ruin. We try to inspire and light up the 

park of hope within them. Often beyond our limited means do 

re assist them and sustain them until a place of work, away from 
tity life and its powerful temptations, is‘obtained. And should 

the question be whispered, do they ever refotm? Thank God, 

hey do. It is our joy and rejoicing to witness their reformation. 
We also cheerfully bear testimony that but very few of those we 

elect from the hundreds who call upon us for counsel, advice, 

ad pecuniary aid, are again found guilty of a repetition of crime. 

Ve are obliged, however, to acknowledge some exceptions to this 

mle, and this has happened, in most cases, because our pecuniary 

means have been at times literally nothing, and for that reason we 

uve not been able to afford them subsistence until we could find 

tnployment for them. . 

The following are a few cases selected from the diary of Mr. 
hal, to illustrate the nature of our labors in this department : 

No. 1. Convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced for one year 

hthe penitentiary, calls to-day, almost perished with cold, re 

hetting his past wicked conduct, and promising to live honestly 

tthe future. The Association furnished him with more suitable 

Hbthing, and provided employment for him. 
No. 2. Had been in the penitentiary four months; he calls, ask-    
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ing advice and help; the last.few months have been the most 

wretched of his life; he promises to keep out of bad company, 

We regard thia case as very hopeful. The Association furnished 
him with suitable clothing, found him employment, gave him 4 

i rged him to read it. 

aon ae alte, out of situation, and said what to do he knew 

ot; he had been discharged from prison three months, since 

which he has had but nine days’ work; he was forced to leave his 

poarding house yesterday, and has had nothing to eat since. Ten. 

porary assistance was rendered him until work was provided. 

No. 4. Was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession, 

and sentenced to Sing Sing Prison for two years and three months, 

She had Hiyed with a respectable family. On one occasion she 
was invited to a ball: the daughter of the lady with whom sho 

lived was from home, when she took from the drawer a broach, 

merely to wear to this gathering. On her return home, after mid 
night, her cousin insisted on having said broach, and playfully 

took it with him; before it could be restored it was missed. The 

girl left the house and repaired to the house of her cousin, but he 

was at hisemployment. On her way thither an officer pursued 
and arrested her. She told her story with truthfulness and with 

out prevarication. The cousin was found. He admitted having 

the article, was arrested, and subsequently discharged. The poor 
girl called at the office with a letter of recommendation from the 

matron and chaplain; a situation was immediately found for her 
with a family connected with the association, She is doing very 

well. 

No. 5. On her own confession, was convicted and sentenced to 

Sing Sing prison for two years, on charge of grand Jarceny. She 
says she could not at present return to hernative town. The mat: 

ron advised her to throw herself on the sympathy and protection 
of the Prison Association. She was placed in a situation without 

delay, at $5 per month. There she behaved well, was sober, hor 

est, and industrious. 
means to reach er home. The Association wrote to her friends. 

They invited and urged her to return, promising her a hearty 
welcome, ™ 

No. 6. Was convicted of forgery in the fourth degree. He be 

ing a youth, and evidently inexperienced in crime, the Association 

wrote:to his former employers ina distant city. They certified to 

his good conduct whilst he was in their employ. These letters 

Her wages she kept until she possessed the 
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yere submitted to the court, which influenced the recorder to be 
lenient towards him. Instead of sending him to State prison, he 
yas sent to the penitentiary for twelve months. He calls on us 
ww to present his sincere thanks for being instrumental in saving 
him from the brand of a Sing Sing convict, and to say he hopes 
avoid bad company in the future; then shall he be able to look 

iter his best interests. We advised his immediate return to his 
jome, to the residence of his parents. He reluctantly, and yet 
ilankfully, availed himself of a free passage, after the Association 

His greatest fear was to meet his hd clothed him decently. 
nother. 

No. 7. Ou his own confession, was convicted of grand larceny, 
fe was sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. He says, up 

9 this time, he was regarded as a young man of high moral 
ime. He had lent money to a man whom he believed to be hon- 
st, but in the end he found, to his bitter experience, that his hard 
arnings were all lost—he had cajoled him out of the sum he had 
nt. Ina paroxysm of anger, he went and took some property 
which he believed to have been purchased with his money, and 
ir which he was punished. This young man was enabled, by the 
Association, to go west, and is now doing well. 
No. 8. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen. 

iced to State prison for two years. This young man calls on 
the Association after the expiration of his sentence and asks pe- 
wwiary aid, by which he may be enabled to go south. He is the 
wn of pious parents, members and officers of a christian church. 
He says if he had followed their counsels and examples, all would 
lave been well; but he despised remonstrance and reproof, and 
formed evil associations, which brought him to rain. He regrets 
he past, and pledges himself to avoid the first step in the wrong 
rection. The Association advanced him the sum required to 
nable him to reach the place named. 11 is our happiness to know 
hat he is now doing well. 

No. 9. Calls on the Association, and says: “I was tried and 

wnvicted of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced to State 

mison for ten years. After being a prisoner nearly three years, 

the judge who tried me was convinced of my innocence—like a 

just judge, he immediately applied to the Executive to pardon 

te. I was released. and although only an act of justice, I feel 
thankful to our good Governor. My object in calling, he says, on 

the Association, is to beg of them, if it be-possible, to send me on    
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to Massachusetts.” He was introduced to the chairman of the 

executive committee, who happened at that moment to enter the 

office. He was instrumental in sending him on at a reduced fare 

which we paid. 

No. 10. Was convicted of assault and battery with intent to do |! 

some bodily harm, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years and 

six months. He'says: ‘I shall never forget that my sentence was 

a very severe one. Drink was the cause of this quarrel; my pros 

ecutor abused me most shamefully. Whether he struck me first] 

know not, but in the muss, I threw a pitcherat him. I think the 
punishment inflicted by the court on me should have been divided 
between us; that would most certainly be fair play.” The Asso- 

_ciation were enabled to put this man to work, and he is new doing 

well, 
No. 11. Was sentenced to State prison for two years; he so 

conducted himself there as to secure the approval of all the offi- 

cers. He says he was guilty of grand larceny, but that it was his 

first offence; he seems sincere in his purposes, that it shall be the 
last. He doubted the truths of the Bible until the last fifteen 

months; should nothing more result from his being confined in a 
prison, he thinks bis change of heart will more than compensate 

for all he has suffered, and that was considerable. The Associa- 

tion furnished him with suitable garments, then sent him into the 

country, and introduced him to employment. 

‘No: 12. Was convicted of two burglaries, and sentenced to 
State prison for twenty-one years. He served out every hour of 
his sentence. He says he is a shoemaker by trade. “On the eve- 

ning of these robberies, a man, an entire stranger, came into my 
house to get his boots repaired, and whilst I was at work upon 

them, he talked of the difficulties of the laboring poor, and the 
selfishness of the rich, until I became envious and discontented; 

being very poor at that time, the result of several losses and other 

circumstances. When the boots were repaired he put them on, 
and then urged me to go out and take a drink. I complied; we 
took several glasses. Qn our return, he said he was going to raise 

the wind; he asked me to accompany him; we walked until twelve 

o'clock, when he showed me what he was about todo. I went 

with him, and we did the jobs one after the other, but we were 

arrested, tried and sentenced for twenty-one years. I was used 

tolerably well during the long term of my severe punishment. 
This was my first offence; J am now on my way to , but my 
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\trong drink it never could have happened. 

{hand , 
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taggage is at the pier, and they demand of me $3.25 as freight, 

and I have not enough to pay it. My poor, faithful wife has gone 
m—what shall Ido?” The freight agent was seen, and the cir- 

gmstances partially told him, and he kindly permitted him to 

uke away his baggage. The Association then rendered him somes 
pouniary help, and he went on his way, not rejoicing, (for he 

gever Will rejoice again), but thankful that he had found a friénd 
phis need. The poor fellow cannot last long. 

No. 13. Was tried and convicted of assault and battery, with 

tent to kill, and sentenced to Sing Sing for seven years. He 

worked in the shook shop whilst there; his hand was caught. in | 

ie machinery, twe of his fingers and a portion of his thumb and 

band were torn off, and he disabled for life. He calls here to day 
ud says he received a severe punishment for the offence; but for 

At a liquor store he 

ad several others quarelled ; from words they went to blowss 

shen he found himself on the ground or floor and two men whip- 

jing him; he drew out his knife and cut one of them, for which 

te was punished for seven long years. He comes out to-day, after 
plong captivity, with $4, the sum allowed by the State, a crushed 

ind almost ruined man. The Association labored industriously to 

fod him work, but were unsuccessful, he being: crippled in the 

A trifle of money was advanced him, and subsequently a 

lmd-cart was furnished him. He is now peddling and doing com- 
fntably ; he often calls to show himself, and express his gratefal 

tanks for what has been done for him. : 

No. 14. Was convicted of grand larceny on her own confession, 
aid sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. She says: “ When 

lfrst went to live out at service, my character was very good, 
ad for several months it remained so, until I became familiarly 

nquainted with a girl in the house whose habits were very bad. 

lsoon followed that example, and especially as regards dress and 

feiting those whose external appearances were superior to my 
ma. My wages were inadequate to gratify my pride, hence I be- 

au to pilfer, and at length I was charged with stealing a gold 

mich and chain from my employer, valued at $150, a silk dress 
ittern, and several other articles, and I was arrested, when th 

thole of the articles were restored except the gold watch.” The 

niform practice of the Association is to ascertain of the accused, 

immediately on their arrest, the whereabouts of the:stolen prop> 

ty, and, if possible, to influence its restoration. The interroga-. 
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tory was put to this poor girl: “Was not the watch restored 9 

She replied no. Did you pledge it? No. Did you in no way 

dispose of it? No. Then you must now have it. She wept and 

replied, I know where it is; I wish [had never taken it; I will 
’ never, no, never be guilty of such a thing again. Are you sin. 

cere? She said, with copious tears,I am. Then fetch me that 

watch. She left our office and soon returned. with it. It was our 

pleasure, on thanksgiving day, to restore the complainant his val. 

uable gold watch. He appeared very much gratified, and thanked 

‘us very heartily. We then suggested the propriety of making her 

some reward for this evidence of her contrition and reformation, 

and urged him, now that all his property had been restored, that 

he make her some acknowledgment, as such a step on his part, 

would encourage her in her purposes to do better. He conceded 

that this would be well, and promised to call. We have, subse. 

quent to this interview, sent him the watch key, with a few lines 

reminding him of his engagement, but no reward has yet reached 

this office. We are glad to bear testimony to the. excellent char- 

acter of this young woman since her discharge from prison. She 

resides with a family who are acquainted with her case and deg- 

radation, and who now delight to witness daily, her uniform, moral 

conduct. Her employers when speaking of her, say, “ Would 

that all our help everywhere were like her, except in her never to 

pe forgotten and bitter experience of the past.” Her reformation 

we believe is, and will manifest itself to be, of a very permanent 

character. 

No. 15. Was convicted of burglary, and sent to Sing Sing State 
prison for eight years and six months; he served out the whole of 

‘his term, and, on his discharge, called on the agent of the Asso- 

ciation, who took a deep interest in him and helped him. On his 

return home, he wrote the following letter : 

; , Aveusr 11, 1850. 
“ Dear anp Honorep Sir :—With pleasure I take this favorable 

opportunity of writing these few lines to you, to let you know] 

that T am well, and hoping that. these few lines may find you et: 
joying the same great blessing. Dear sir, I am happy for the op: 
portunity of acknowledging my grateful thanks to you for the fa 

vor and benefit your goodness did confer upon me by enabling me 

to get away home at so cheap a rate. After I left your office, on 

the third of this month, I went down in Greenwich street, and 

there I obtained a ticket for five dollars; I received it with thaak, 
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falness, for I was so anxious to get home to my dear parents. [ 

bff New York on the fifth of this month, and on the seventh I 

pached D I stopped in the village over Sunday with a Mr. 
jJ——, and went to the Episcopal church in the afternoon, to hear 

the little children sing; and on the same afternoow I went to the 

Presbyterian church, and there it was, for the first time in all my 

ife, 1 had the pleasure of hearing the Word of God preached, 

ad to bein my right mind, and to have my liberty, and to see 

how everybody treated me, it made my poor heart truly thankful 

tp Him who has thus blessed me with this great and blessed privi- 

bge, which I pray God to enable me to ever be grateful for. I 

nust now turn to the history of my journey. On Monday, the 

tighth of this month, I reached my home a little after sun setting. 

leame to the gate of my father’s house, and there I met one of 

ay sisters. I asked her if Mr. L lived there; she said yes, 

te did, and, saying that, she ran into the house, and who should 

wme to the door but my dear mother and brother. No son was 

wer received with more joy than I was; my mother kissed me; 

ay brother took me by the arm and led me into the kitchen where 

ny father and the rest of the family were. at supper. My father | 

was very glad to see me. So after we had talked a little, my 

hither went to bed, then mother took the family Bible and read a 

thapter; after which my mother, brother. and sister, and myself, 

fll down upon our knees and offered thanks to God for'His great 

nercy toward me, in sparing my life to meet my parents once 

nore—the first time that I ever prayed with my family in all my 

life. You may imagine what my feelings were for this great. and 

llessed privilege. I have three sisters, one brother, and mother, 

sho believe in the blessed Jesus, and now we are all praying for 

ur father and one brother, who are still out of the Ark of Safety. 

tlease, Mr. Beal, remember my poor father in your prayers.’ My 

jtother and sisters are just gone to see a person baptized; they 
}rished me to go along with them, but I had. some tallow .to see to 

vhich I am trying out. I have been in the harvest field since I   lave been home and helped father to get in his wheat. My father 

las a very large farm, but his crops are very poor on account of 

the frost which they have had here. My father has given my 

trother and me the privilege of going into the. wood.and cutting 

down the hemlock trees for the purpose: of obtaining the bark, 

which is worth twenty shillings a cord. If I had only learned 

tome trade while I was there, my -father would have given mea 

start, out having none that I could work at, suppose I shall have    
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to learn one, or else live at home, which I can do if I wish. Jf 

you should see Mr. Luckey, please give my best love to him, and 

please write to me, if you can make it convenient, and direct your 

letterto * * * * Imust give thanks to you once more be. 

* fore I close my letter, and trust that I may ever remain your 

humble servant, 2 

To Mr. Anranam Bean, No. 15 Centre street, New York city, 

The above cases exhibit the class and character of those per. 

sons with whom we daily comein contact. Many discharged pris. 

-oners from our State prisons, county jails, penitentiaries, and va- 

rious courts, come to us prostrated in character, mind, body and | ° : : 
: ihe promises to live an upright life. estate, and all requiring advice, admonition and counsel, and they 

apply to‘us, hungry and almost naked, without friend or home, 

With small means, well husbanded, we have done our best to re- 

lieve the pressing necessities of the most abject of them. We | 

have given bread to the starving, and such garments as were sent 

us: by the kindness of friends, were cheerfully bestowed. The 

greatest caution-has been observed. We cannot relieve them all, 

and therefore we give special attention to alleviating the dis- 

tresses of those whose reformation we have strong hopes of ef 

fecting.. The indolent and apparently incorrigible, with the con- 

firmed inebriate, are sent empty away. As a fixed rule, we hold 

it-impossible to help those who cannot or will not help themselves. 

: ‘To give money to aid in these efforts, is the easiest part of ib. 

To find: men willing to undertake:them personally, is indeed diffi- 

eult, We know something onght to be done for these poor crea- 

tures, and the reader of this appeal will confess that he ought to 

do something. if he can. Well, what can he do? Will he give 

his name, his influence, his personal exertions, or his money. We 

will thankfully accept either, and entreat him to aid usin any 

way he can, if it be nothing more than a few articles of cast-off 

clothing. : 

Yo carry out the.affairs of the Association successfully, it re- 
quires about $5,000 per annum, whereas, during the past few years 

our contributions have not reached half that sum—probably for 

the reason that our appeals have not been made with sufficient 

earnestness, Contributions of money or clothing may be sent to 

William ©. Gilman, Jr., treasurer, No. 18 Mercl ants’ Exchange; 

or to Abraham Beal, general agent, No. 15 Centre street. 

By order of the executive committee, . 

JOHN H. GRISCOM, 
James C. Houpen, Secretary. 

Chairman. 

    

DIARY. 

DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

. No. 1. Calls at the office of the association and begs them to 

enable him to reach the country, where he has friends who will 

place him in employment. He left the penitentiary this morning, 

and, as he says, never more to return; to secure a happy new year, 

The association furnished 

him with a warm garment or two, and a small sum to pay his fare 

away. 

No. 4. Sixteen women called at the office to-day from the peni- 

tentiary, work-house and other institutions, in great distress: 

starving with cold and hunger, several of them were slaves of’ in™ 

temperance, The most hopeful were carefully selected and aided, 

No. 5. Was convicted of petit larceny and sentenced to the 

penitentiary for three months, he says ‘‘that he never had such a 

time of it before, and under no circumstances will he again.” He 

was temporarily aided. , 

Nos. 7 and 8 were convicted of passing a counterfeit. $20 bill, 

kuowing it to be such. They were sentenced to the State prison 

fr five years each, No. 7 calls on ws to-day, and says’ he thinks 
the punishment was too severe, for he had never been in prison 

before; he was, at the time, a novice in crime; No. 8 gave him the 

bill to pass, whether he knew it to be'a bad one No. 7 cannot say. 

He was used pretty well, was showered but once, he thinks that, 

avery hurtful mode of punishment, he cannot believe such treat- 

ment effects a moral change in any man. 

He received $4 from the State when he left. He says, “the 

idea of living five years ina State prison, and of painful servi- 

tude, is bad enough, but to be disowned, shunned and abandoned 

by those who seemed to love you (previous to this calamity) is 

worse than all.” He came out of prison at a very unpropitious- 

season, it was not possible to obtain him employment; his heart 

was well nigh broken. He resolved to leave the city, - 

The association rendered him assistance, and encouraged him to 

be of good cheer. We have subsequently ascertained he is doing 

well. os 
[Assembly, No. 131.] | 3  
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No. 8. Was convicted of grand larceny, stealing a horse, and 

sentenced to Sing Sing prison for three years. He worked in hat 

_ shop, and labored successfully to secure the good will of the off. 

cers, He calls on the association and asks them to find him em. 

ployment. He says, “nothing shall induce him to go astray from 

right paths, he has learned some useful lessons from his past sad 
experience.” The association enabled him to travel away toa 

distant city.. We have since ascertained he is doing well, work. 

ing industriously for an honest livelihood. 

No. 9. Was tried and convicted of false pretence, and sentenced, 

by the recorder, for two years to Sing Sing prison. He says that 

this. was his first offence; he was, at this time,-a thoughtless, giddy 
youth, and, but for bad advisers, he thinks he would nof have 

‘committed himself. He determines to live an honest life for the 
future. 

Assistance was rendered him, by which means he reached the 

residence of his mother. 

. No. 10. Seventeen. deplorable women called at.the office to-day, 

asking advice, clothing, money and. situations, they were a most 

miserable group. of degraded fullen creatures. The Home, and all 

other institutions, would refuse to admit them, except the work. 

house. We regretted our inability to do them any good. 

. No. 11. Was convicted of an aitempt at burglary in the 3d 

degree, he was sentenced to the penitentiary for one year. This 

offence was the result of intemperance, and. it was the first dishon- 

est-act ever attributed to him. 

-His wife, already seriously afflicted, had been rendered much 

worse by this event, and bis little family had suffered very seriously, 

;- All these circumstances were submitted, by the association, to 

the court, and which had providentially saved him from the State 

prison. : 

» On his release be calls to express his heartfelt thanks for the 

timely. aid rendered to him, and promises to avoid the use of 

everything that would tend to make him do wrong. 

:/DThe-association furnished him with suitable clothing, and sus- 
tained him, with trifles of money, until. he obtained a berth on 

board a schooner belonging to a distant State. He left us appa- 

rently grateful for the help afforded him. 
No. 12. Was convicted of an attempt at burglary in the 3d 

degree, on his. own confession, and: was sentenced: for two years to 

State prison. 

jnitted a theft. 

ivhich were pledged for twenty shillings, and that he spent the 

inoney on rum, From what he heard in the chapel on the island 

jmthe Sabbath, he was resolved to live a sober life, and become 

‘yolity, favored her witha free passage. 

48 doing well. 
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He says he had been out of employ and was near starving, or 

te should not have thought of such a thing. 

We were enabled to introduce him to work, he has since done 

well. 

No. 18. Was convicted of petit larceny, and sentenced to thé 
yenitentiary for six months. 

He comes out to-day and calls at our office, and says that he was 

mder the influence of strong drink, or he could not have com: 

He admits stealing a case of surfical instruments 

m altered man, 

The landlord with whom they have lived the last two years, had 

jpermitted his wife to occupy a lumber room on the top of the 

house, rent free. © 'Phey are now there, without bed, bedding, food 

w money, wrapping themselves up by night, during this inclement 

#ason, with an old awning, on the floor, and in danger of not only 

sing, even their only candle by the rats, but of being bitten . 

themselves by those hungry and unwelcome guests, 

The association supplied their pressing wants, furnished them 

vith a few useful articles and warm clothing. They also prevailed 

tpon them both to abstain from drink, when- their ‘circumstances 

son improved. 

‘No. 19. Was tried at Albany and convicted of grand lar ceny, 

tealing from prosecutor his pocket-book, containing $40. She 

vas sentenced to-Siig Sing rrison for two years, She solemnly 

teclares that she was not guilty of the charge. 

She comes to the association, asking them to send her on to her 

fiends who will-take care of her. She would not have come +o 
Jew York but she expected to meet her husband here. 

One of the railroad company’s, with their characteristic libe- 

We have since heard-she 

No. 22. Was convicted, on \ his own ‘confession, of attempting t to 

jass.a $3 counterfeit bill, knowing it -to be such. 

.He was sentenced. to-State prison for two years. He says he 

was too late for the morning cars, hence his dinner in the village, 

his fare down,:his meals,.cost him three shillings each, his. bed, 

50 cents; his finances were reduced to-nine.shillings, a sum ineub 

ficient to reach Pennsylvania.          
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One of the railroad companies were applied to by the associa. 

tion who granted him a free pass. Whilst he thanked us fot the 

fayor done him, we showed him a more economical way of stalrting 

life, with-a capital of four dollars, the sum given him by. the Btate 

when released from prison. ; 

No. 24. Forty-seven men and women; from our respective county 

jails and penitentiaries called to-day at our office, asking relief, 

Thirty-four were sent empty away, with a poor treasury we did 

our best. ~ *¢ 
No. 27. A noble looking. fellow calls at the office and says he 

needs a friend. He was arrested on charge of taking a walking 

Gane not his own, and was sentenced for. three. months to the peni- 

tentiary. . 

His friends. are respectable and wealthy, they think him profit 

ably employed in Albany, Le wishes.to reach there, he is sure 

they know nothing of his degradation, he says he had often been 

in ‘the clutches of the police before, under the influence of wine, 

but then he had sufficient small cash to secure his lodgment at his 

hotel. 

“We were enabled to assist him and send him to the place desig- 

nated. 

No. 28. Left Sing Sing some few months. since, she was recom: 

mended to the association by the matron. She now calls to say 
her’ health had been bad all the winter, consequently she was 

driyen to pledge her clothes to provide medicine, &c. 

_ A situation is now presented, but she cannot accept it, having 

no means to redeem her garments. 
' The association cheerfully lent. her a ‘sum sufficient. to get -out 

her ‘clothing and to take the situation offered, for which, she wept 

with joy. 

No. 29. Comes from the penitentiary, where he had been an 

inmate the last two months, on charge of petit Jarceny. Hear 

rived in this city eleven weeks since from. Liverpool, by ship 

Henry Clay. The complainant, an old friend of his, accompanied 
him, after being here but four days, he borrowed fifteen shillings, 

English money, and two shirts of the other. One of the seamen 

knew of this circumstance, and he advised. him (the lender) to 

secure the repayment of the loan, and the return of his shirts, by 

taking charge of the other’s bag, containing his clothes, &e., the 
sailor assisted him in fetching said. bag:te his. boarding. house, 
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whee they (the two old friends) had put up, when they were 

aregted for the alleged petit larceny, 

Tite sailor was discharged, this poor fellow who had loaned the 

dher fifteen shillings, was'sent to the penitentiary, although his 
ddaud mistaken friend begged he might not be punished. 

THe association provided him a permanent situation on a farm. 

No. 30. Was sentenced for thirty days to the city prison ‘on 

complaint of the person with whom she had lived as help nearly 

four months. 

After her release from prison’ she called, at request of ageut, 

atthe rooms of the association, to’ confer with him in relation to _ 

ihis affair, and the equitable claim she had against this person for 

vages due her. 

The facts are, that she had Hved in their service for one month, 

rithout any stipulation as to wages, ‘then it was agreed that $5 

yr month wages should be paid her. She stayed with them for 

fur months without recéiving’any paymént. On the other hand, 

the had lent them two dollars. Finding she could not get her 

wages, after giving due notice she left. Making frequent calls for 

the same without success; ‘after the lapsé of several weeks she 

wmmenced suit ina civil court for its recovery. The hearing was 

postponed for one week, when a charge of petit larceny. was 

tumped ‘up against her. ‘She was arrested, convicted and sen 

tenced as aforesaid for thirty days. 

The association, through’ its:‘agent, thought he undeistde 
ase pretty accurately, hence he commenéed suit agains 

the wages. A verdict in favor of the claim Was 

wurt. After a good:deal of: juggling, and the isz 

tion, the demand was‘ paid and costs of cour ; 

Had this party been in better circumstaese adh 

teen instituted against them for false im paleetiz 

No. 33. Calls to say:he has served three iiowttys APthe pe 
lary, and but for the influence of the associit#n, itr his behalf, 

le term would have been much longer. 

He insinuates that the police o officer told some untruths of’ him, 

hich he carinot forgive. ’ 

The association enabled him to reach a distant town, where he 

lid previously worked for cight-years.' His letters showed this; 

ind that he stood well: when lie leftit ©) © 0 0 Mtv 

No. 34.: Says -he has: beén in'the penitentiary for ‘four’ tionths, 

ad that he found it a very hard road to travel, so hard that he    
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awill avoid it, and the various roads which lead there. The lasso. 

ciation sent him to work in the country. . 

«No. 35. Left Sing Sing prison two years since. She callls ig 

inform us that she had been confined to her: bed with erysijpelas, 

and although much improved, is even now ina bad state of health, 

and unable to do anything toward the support of herself’ and 

children. 
: : 

- Her pressing wants were cheerfully relieved by the association, 

We regretted that our treasury would not permit us to give hera 

$10 bill, she having commended herself to our sympathies by her 

uniform, sober, honest and industrious habits, since her release, 

- No: 36. Was fined by the court, for an alleged assault and bat- 

tery, $25 The association ascertained the case really was not as 

bad as had been represented. He was a sailor; his ship was 

pauled out in the stream, his clothes were on board, if kept in 

prison his loss would be great, under the circumstances the court 

was-urged to remit the fine and let him go. 

The court favorably regarded the application-of the association, 

and discharged. him. 
me : 

-eThe sailor almost danced-with joy. : 

No. 87. During this day, Saturday, thirty-nine’ persons, many 

of them we had seen before, and all from our::various prisons, 

called at our office cold and hungry, but evidently indolent, intem- 

ancLin ruins. 

“Sickening spectacle !- most of them were sent emply 

‘s3 convicted of bigamy, marrying three wives. He 

ta the State prison, at Sing Sing, for five years. 

yery-bour of his term, was fortunate in securing 

keeperss he conformed to the very letter of the 

hé.tiad no extra punishment. 

i forgives his unfaithfulness, he feels it his duty 

o her,*atid provide for her in the best way he can, and 4 

to forsake all others. He is glad to say a place of work is pro- 

stided for him, and as drink was the cause of all his past troubles, 

he:pledges himself neither to touch, taste or handle it. 

No. 39. Served his term of four months on the island, and calls 

torsay he is sick and tired of living a rough and tumble life. 

.: He seems to-be sorry for the past, and promises to live a becom 

ing, industrious, sober, honest life.. The association ‘gave hima 

shirt, pants and a little change. oe 

) No. pu 
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_ the following day we introduced him to work a few miles 

away! from the city. : ce 

No. 41. Was sentenced to the penitentiary for four months on 

charge of petit larceny. He says that he had been going the 
downward road to ruin some six weeks previous to his arrest. He 

appears to be sincere in his: purposes to live a better life. He has 

been well cared for in bis younger days. . 

The association ascertained a former employer would: give him 

work in the country. He was furnished with a few useful articles 

of clothing and facilities to-return, for which he expressed his 

grateful thanks. 
No. 42. Was discharged from State prison where he served a 

term of seven years on charge of felonious assault and battery. 

He felt anxious to do a little business as a pedlar of vegetables, &. 
The association enabled him to buy a hand-cart and to begin. 

We are glad to say he is earning an honest livelihood. : 

No. 43. Was in a county jail for nearly three months, on, as he 

says, 2 false charge, he was tried and acquitted. , 

39 

0 

He comes on here and asks the association to procure him work. - 

as a sailmaker. We supplied him with alittle money and fur- 

nished him a few necessary.garments, and: within @ week ‘jnrtro- 

duced him to employment. - mod e 

No. 46. Was indicted for. burglary inthe third degree, there 

were other indictments against him, he plead guilty to two and 
was sentenced to Sing Sing prison for~five. years on each: “He 

vas discharged yesterday, after serving out the term of ten years. 
He says he was not a thief by nature, bad company induced him 

to give up work because it. did not pay. He now asks the asso- 
ciation to find him-employment. He was sustained until employed. 

No. 47. Was tried in court of General Sessions on charge of 
grand larceny, he was convicted and sentenced for two years to 

State prison. : : : - 

On his return to New York, he calls at,our office and: begs we 
will procure him a situation. Suitable clothing was given him, 

and money for a pair of shoes. The association subsequently 

found a place for him in which he promises neither. to disgrace. us 

nor himself. : 

No, 48. Whom we first met in Jefferson market prison, and 

whose discharge we were instrumental in procuring, calls-to day 

respectably attired,.and says that she has lived-in a respectable 

family in a popular watering place. since; and. that. she. feels de-  



[Assematy 

termined to abstain from the habit which had so much injured her, 

She expressed her grateful thanks to the association for past 

favors. ; 1 
No. 50. Was convicted, on her own confession, of grand largeny, 

stealing a watch and money. She was sentenced to Sing Sing 

prison for two years. She says now, on her release, that she’ wag 

implicated in this larceny, but not the only one concerned. The. 

man from whom this property was taken was stupidly drunk at 

the time, or the act would not have been committed. 

She left the prison in bad health. The association obtained for 

her the best medical aid, she was placed in a good situation, at 

good wages, when restored, and is now doing well. ; 

-No. 51. Was tried on an indictment for burglary in the 3d de. 
gree, convicted, and sentenced to State prison for five years, 

He says he was not a thief by trade or practice, this was his 

first offence. When tempted to do this great wickedness, he was 
out of employment and in great distress, A man who had lived 

in this city for some years induced him to do this wrong. He says 
he was guilty, but hopes:it will be his last offence. 

The contractor owes him $54.60 for over work, he has been 

running to and fro the last two weeks but cannot get his pay. 
’ Now that he is without money, he asks the association to compel 

him-to do so. : a 
This poor discharged convict was reduced to the necessity of 

accepting ten dollars.in discharge of his entire claim of $54.69. 
a gross. injustice, — 

‘DETENTION CAsEs. 

_No. 2.'Had ‘been confined as a witness in 4 case of homicide. 

She being a girl of dissolute habits and a companion of the ac 

cused, no remuneration was allowed her by the court. She ap 
plied to the association for advice; we urged her to live a better 

life, and to seek admission to the Magdalen, where moral influences 

would be thrown around her. She gladly complied; we gave her 

a letter to the managers. ; 

No. 8. Was charged with petit larceny; he was remanded that 

inquiries might be made of his past character; it had always been 

good; want had impelled him to make this attempt; the court 

was satisfied; judgment was suspended, and he was discharged. 

We obtained for him employment, 

No. 4. Was charged with stealing a dollar from the person 

where she had lived the last three weeks. The defendant stated   
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he house is of bad repute; as soon as she discovered it to 

be su¢h, she wanted to leave,’ but madame refused to pay her. 
Atjthe request of the association, the court remanded her. On 

| enquiry we soon ascertained the girl’s story to be truthful, and 
' that her conduct had been consistent when engaged at. other 
places. The chairman explained to her that she was not justified 
in paying herself even when her wages were refused. 

The poor girl promised not to offend again, when she was dis« 
charged. ; / 

No. 5. Was charged with an attempt at petit larceny; the com- 
plainant was not present. The defendant looked an intelligent 
young man, but miserably poor, sadly dejected and starving with 
cold and hunger. He said he lived in White street, und that: -hig 
wife was now sick and confined to her wretched bed. 
remanded until Saturday. 
We immediately started to visit the room of the poor fellow, 

we found things as he represented, only much worse; bis wife had 
been sick the last seven weeks, and they must have perished but 
for the kindness of those in the house and. their landlord. We 
returned, obtained -his discharge, and made a collection for them 
in court, and subsequently sustained them until he. obtained em- 
ployment. : : 

No.0. Was discharged from Court of General Sessions. He calls 
at the office to say he has so arranged his affairs as to leave New 
York to-morrow morning for the south, and that he hopes to mani- 
fest his grateful thanks, in his future life, for the timely and. dis- 
interested aid afforded him by the association. 

No. 7. A little girl, aged 18, was charged with petit larceny— 
m article worth five shillings. She was unfortunately defended 
by three counsellors. The court regarded the evidence as conclu- 
tive against her, and, in despite of the lawyers, sentenced her to 
the House of Refuge. . 
The association asked the court to let her remain in the prison 

mitil the next court, that inquiries might be made of her character 
ad that of her friends. 

The result was satisfactory: her family are very poor, but 
tan, decent people, honest and industrious. They . regretted, 
vith many tears, their little daughter should have acted so wick- 
edly—-if she had done so. , on 
On the following court day these facts were submitted by the 

He was 
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association, and ‘she was discharged. One of the counsel Was in. 

duced by the association to return his fee of $5. 

. No. 10. Was remanded last court day (on charge of stealing 

two boys’ caps) that the association might ascertain why ‘he at 

tempted to commit this petit larceny. ; He is a tailor by trade; 

his health having failed him, he went juto Bellevue hospital, was 

there four months; when he came out,-his only friend, a sister, 

was sick, and unable to assist him; he tried hard to get relief, but 

failed; in this trying hour he made the attempt of committing a 

petit larceny, but was detected. 
- 

On his promise never to. commit another dishonest act, the asso- 

recommended his discharge, which was immediately 

we then enabled him to leave. New York. . 

Was arraigned on charge of forgery; he put ina plea 

in the fourth degree. 

had exhibited symptoms of penitence, and a 

ciation 

granted ; 
No. 12. 

of guilty 

This young man 

firm resolve to mend his ways. 
. / 

“ihe district attorney and his honor the recorder were consulted 

in this case; a willingness was expressed to suspend, the judgment 

and discharge him, provided the association would keep a watch 

ful eye over him, and jnform the court should he ever again be 

found in bad company, in such an event, a bench warrant would 

be issued, and he should be sent to the State prison for five years 

on this conviction. He was then discharged. 

No. 14. Was convicted of stealing two shawls, and subsequently 

pledging them for twelve shillings, and then selling the duplicates 

The mother of this precocious boy had called on the associe 

tion, asking them to influence the court to discharge him. She is 

in a respectable situation, and had paid his board the last twelve 

years. . 

We inquired into his past character and conduct, and found 

that he was addicted to petty stealing. When asked what he had 

done with the money, the shawls and the tickets it had produce, 

he. said, “I spent it with some other fellows going to the Bowery 

theatre.” 

“he association felt it to be their duty to ask the court to send 

him to the.House of Refuge. 

No. 18. Were discharged from court of sessions ; 

been inmates. of the city prison for nearly six months, 

of making and forging certain promissory notes. 

The principal actor in this performance, for whose accommods 

they had 

on charge   
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tion it] was said these notes were made, went unwhipped of jus- 
tice, at least for the present. One of these young men who vas 

dischal ged, was temporarily aided by the Association until he ob- 

tained a situation; the other poor unfortunate fellow was seen 

fve days after his release from prison, deliberately to jum off 
one of the Hoboken ferry boats. “ He sunk to rise no more.” 

No. 21. Asks the advice of the Association. His daughter 

aged 17, he apprehends is on the road to ruin, and after all be 

has done for her she will not live a circumspect and virtuous life. 

There seemed to be no alternative but to arrest her—this was 

speedily done; we then influenced her voluntarily to seek a home in 

the Magdalen for twelve months; the Association addressed a letter 

to the matron, when she was introduced to that excellent and ap- 

propriate institution. 
No. 22. Was fined $25 for an alleged assault and battery; the 

Association ascertained he had really been sinned against. His 

ship was hauled out in the stream, his clothes were on board, if 

kepi in prison, his loss would be great and an injustice done him, 

The court was entreated to remit the fine and let him go. After 

some little deliberation the entire bench complied with the re- 

quest made by the Association. The sailor danced for joy, and our 

hearts: were made glad. ‘ 

No. 25. Was charged with and indicted for grand larceny. The 

complainant was seen, who expressed a ‘sympathy for the accused. 

‘He subsequently waited on the district attorney who accepted a 

plea of petit larceny. The recorder then suspended the judg- 

ment, and the young man was discharged; he called at our office 

tendering his warmest thanks for the interest shown him ‘by the - 

Association. We helped him to trifles of money until we obtained 

for him a place of work, where he is now doing well. 

No. 27. Two interesting small boys were charged with stealing 

422 from one of their employers ; they regretted taking this wrong 

sep. One of them wrote to his mother praying forgiveness, with 

wmmendable promptitude; she welcomed him to her heart and 

home; but little of the money was spent, she made up the origi- 

tal sum, when the Association recommended their discharge. 

No. 28. Was charged with forging an endorsement of a check, 
and also with abstracting the said check and letter from the post 

office. The latter complaint was dismissed, the evidence being 

insufficient to hold him for trial. He was then arraigned for trial 

in court of General Sessions for the alledged forgery; he.being 

— 
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i deemed best to plead * guilg; 
i ¥ d state of health, it was 

of forest ne the fourth degree. All the facts were submit ted fh 

ore with the concurrence of the district attorney, juct gme nt 

tne oo tet his emaciated creature was disch argefi, 
was suspended, and t 

vale ad aos in money. He-says he was completely eectd 
See Famed by his first lawyer out of. $115; to the next p pau 

$ ra ti erve him; to procure bau, he 

a wae Labor Ae eam with bushy whiskers, his father paid 

Be ee tie ormnk of clothes his watch and chain he at length | 

ane “as collateral security to a man to bail him, but who failed 

ne The Association put him on the right track to get his 

. toh end chains he sueceeded in getting it back, and expressed - 

wie sincere thauks for what had been done for him. : 

“ 2 oom Boston to this city hoping to find employment 

ne ae failed, and found himself moneyless. A police officer 

in this hi : to the magistrate who committed him for ten days. 

cond abled to send him to his: home, the «city above desig- 4 

ew 

4 

nated. 

No. 31. With 

months; before tl 

the Association pra 

ment. At length they 

which paid a week’s rent, 

ten days. We were 

ent i : try. 
sloyment in the country ey | 

v oney jJent them by the Association. 

~- No. 34. This young couple were ¢ 

ach affected w 
hey appeared to be much a ¢ 

ey eal want had driven them to commit this acts. ney. 

ol d guilty; they said they were lawfully marriea in @ 
ea ; j 
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kity four months since. 

On their final examination the j 

til some inquiries were ma of th = in Poms 

wvania the winister who they say: married them, and 0 

referred this charge agains . 
i ho had preferred this charge agen 8 . . 

Poe psequent day the certificate of their marriage W as a 

th “yistrict attorney, who consented to the discharge o at 

vite. On the trial of her husband, the association could say 

he deserved severe punishment ; but he solemmy 

er be found in such a plight agai. 

his: wife, had been in the workhouse for some 1 

rey left the institution they addressed a tine to 

ying them, if possible, to secure him employ: 

} left; they asked the loan of two dollars, . 

They have since returned: the trifle of 

harged with grand larceny 

astice was asked to remand them 

wife. 

little for him, 

promised to reform, and nev 
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had in his possession a gold my aid ie 

. a . f Lo 

nt to the Association for advice and assistance; J 

and kept them supplied with. bread for 

by this time enabled to procure for them em: | 

hen before alderman Brady, } ; ; v 
@ ope Providence will provide, and because he is (we confidently 
Miclieve) well intentioned. 

de, both of their friends in Pennsyly 
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|; All the property had been restored; the district attorney con- 
sented to a plea of an attempt, when the recorder sentenced him 

Fto the penitentiary for six months. The wife was sent home b 

F the association to her friends in Pennsylvania. 
No.735. Aged 18, was charged with grand larceny. Several 

gentlemen who have known her for some years, called at our of- 

j fice, expressing great sympathy for her, it being her first offence, 

and could the court be induced to suspend the judgment in her 

ease, she would never -be- guilty of another such act; she had 
lived with a family in the country over two years, where she had 

conducted herself well. All these faets were submitted to- the 

court by the association and other friends interested in her behalf. 

Mary was brought. into court, when she plead guilty of an attempt 

at grand larceny ; the judge consented to suspend the judgment, 

conditionally that-she leave New York, and when the association 

was prepared to send her to a place in the country. This was, 

soon accomplished ; she is now doing well. mle 

No. 37. Was charged with presenting.a forged check for pay- 

ment, The forgery was detected, and he was arrested. 

This young man was visited in prison; the most careful inves- 

tigation was ‘made of his past life; every one who knew him spoke 

well of him. .The person whose name had been forged did not, 

and could not believe he had committed ‘the forgery; all the par- 

ties concerned felt a sympathy for the prisoner, his wife, and 
helpless family. : : : : 

After being in prison eighteen weeks, he was brought into court 

ind plead guilty..of presenting said eheck; judgment was sus- 

pended and he discharged. The. association rendered this  dis- 

uessed and suffering family all the pecuniary assistance it possibly 

could; the man has now but partial employment; we earnestly 

He often calls at the office of the association, and is not-un- 
undful of his obligations. oe 

No. 88. Was convicted of petit larceny; the court was about 
‘sentence her to the penitentiary, when our agent thought he saw 

mome peculiarity about her; she. looked sick and mentally disor- 

dered ; application: was made that she be remanded, that some 

Inquiry may be made concerning her; the court answered affirma- 
ively. This morning we:informed the court that she-had absented 

herself from her home and her work;-without a reasonable cause;  
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her habits were sober, industrious, and moral. Her mother died 

in the lunatic asylim but a short time since; two of her sisters 

were thenin court. Her discharge from custody was recommended 

by the association, Her sisters took charge of her, and conducted 

her home. 
] 

. No.40. A smart, intelligent youth, aged 15 years, was remanded 

last court day, on conviction of petit larceny, that the association 

might ascertain his history and report on his case. It was ascer 

tained that he had no friends or home in this State. The associa 

tion recommended that he be sent to the juvenile asylum; the 

court adopted. the suggestion. 

No. 41.. Two boys, aged 13 and 17, were convicted of petit 

lareeny, and remanded for sentence. The association called on 

the complainant; there he was informed it had been discovered 

a.young man had committed the larceny, and had disposed of the | 

little property; hence they desired the discharge of those two 

boys. These facts were submitted to the court, and the boys dis 

“charged. 
No. 42. Was remanded last court day on conviction of petit 

larceny; she denied her guilt. The association was requested to 

make some investigation of her habits and character. . We ascer- 

tained that she had lived in this city the last thirteen years, and 

was never charged with a dishonest act before. On our recom- 

mendation she was restored to liberty. 
No. 43. Was remanded from last court, convicted of an attempt 

to commit a petit lareeny valued at one dollar. The association 
was requested to make some inquiries concerning her. We ascer- 

tained that she is a hard-working, sober woman, having three 

children to support, and that her character, up to this time, had 

stood very fair. The court listened to this statement of facts, and 

then suspended the judgment and discharged her. 

No. 45. A lad aged 16 years, was convicted of grand larceny; 

this was his first offence. The courtsuspended the judgment, and 
would discharge him when the arrangements were completed 

which the association had proposed in his behalf. He was subse- 

quently discharged and placed with a house in the country, who 

knew him well and who promised carefully to look after him. 

No. 46. Calls cn the association to say: On her complaint her 

husband was arrested for a felonious assault and battery with i 

tent to kill; he had cruelly beat, and finally struck her on the 

head with a hatchet; she had been subpoenaed to appear before 
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dhe grand jury, but had failed to do so. Herself and family are 

always poor, but now they were really perishing for want of food; 
inaddition to this misery, her landlord had served her with a 

sivil process, and would dispossess her; before noon she expected 

to be on the sidewalk. We advised her to apply to the Ten Go- 

vernors for the support of herself and three children; and as to 

her drunken husband, let him go to Sing Sing, a punishment he 

tichly deserved. She emphatically replied : “Oh no! ’twas liquor 

nade him a devil; in future he promises to drink no more—he 
will do better.” 

At Ler earnest solicitation we waited on the district attorney ; 

the papers were sent before the grand jury: she told her story; 

no bill was found against him; he was then discharged by the 
court. 

No. 48. Were inmates of the City prison the last four months, 

m charge of grand larceny; after repeated applications to the 

listrict attorney, it was ascertained. the witnesses could not be 

fund ; they were, after this protracted imprisonment, brought up 

tefore the court and discharged, for which they thanked the asso- 

tiation. : , : . 

No. 50. Calls at our office and says, That her husband was 

arested on her complaint for an assault and battery; that when 

wber he is a-well conducted man, but when excited with liquor 

he is a perfect demon: he breaks and destroys everything within 
lis reach.” She thinks those parties who sell such maddening 

inf ought to be responsible for the dreadful. mischief done by 

heir customers. . 

j She has five children. Since her husband’s arrest, their distress 

and consequent suffering is sadly aggravated, beside which he 

will lose his work, should he fail to go to it on Monday next, 

This was found to bea truthful statement. Under these circum-: 

tances, the association applied to the court for his discharge. 

ihhey each expressed their grateful thanks for the prompt atten-~ 

on given to their distressing case and condition, 

No. 53. Had been in the penitentiary three months; he was 
lischarged five days since. He says he has tried hard to get 

work, but failed in every attempt. He is now faint: wanting 
bead; he has not slept in a bed since his release. We were 

tabled to feed him, and subsequently to provide him with a 

place of work at: a dollar a day, for which he seemed very 

thankful, Sb Le :    
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No. 55. Calls at the office with a line from the chaplain of Sing 

Sing prison. She had served out two terms of five years each 

imprisonment, as follows: Under the influence of some real oy 

imaginary wrong, inflicted on her by a former landlord, she, axe 

in hand, burst open his basement door and took out an old iron 

pot which she sold for a trifle and spent for rum. She was 

arrested and tried and convicted of burglary in the third degree, 

- and sentenced for five years to State prison; when released she 

returned to the old neighborhood. 
_ After the lapse of a few mouths her old appetite for drink 

revived—she drank; under its influence she started out to make 

a few simple purchases, when she stole three sprigs of artificial 

flowers, valued at 12s, for which she was tried for second offence, 

and again sentenced for five years to same prison (Sing Sing}. 

She now determines to do better. A situation was provided for 

her in the country, and with a wealthy family who have known 

her for many years. We have great confidence in her honest 

purposes, all the while she keeps from strong drinks. 

No. 56. Calls on the association this morning and says he left 

Sing Sing prison on Saturday last, after serving a term of four 

years and six months, on a charge of grand larceny. 

On or about the 20th November, 1854, he was arrested on charge 

of petit larceny, for stealing a watch, On his examination before 

the police magistrate the complaint was dismissed, and he was 

discharged; he was subsequently arrested on the same complaint, 

indicted, tried and convicted on the testimony of a woman of the 

baser sort, who kept a house of ill repute, and was sentenced to 

State prison, as aforesaid. 
This poor unfortunate fellow we believe was innocent: of the 

offence. His sufferings were intense. When released he was in 

a mental state of disorder and physical prostration. We bid hin 
to be of good cheer and encouraged him to look up, but the recol- 

lection of his undeserved punishment, and his consequent degra 
dation, with his present weakness and disadvantages, nearly over: 

whelmed him. Ina paroxysm of almost despair, he purchased four 

ounces of laudanum, and swallowed it. ; Some time afterwards hq 

“was found by a police officer in a state of stupor and consigned 

to the city hospital; appropriate remedies was applied and he wa! 

restored, 

He waa aided beyond our means. 

and still the object of our solicitude. 

  

  
He is now in the country   
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No. 59. Had spent two months on the Island; she says she is 
unalterably determined never to be found in such a plight again; 
she had seen better days. The case was regarded as one of a 
hopeful character; a situation was found her. We are encouraged 
to think she will do well. _ 

No. 60. Was comvicted of stealing $290 and a gold watch and 
chain. He pleaded guilty to the charge, and was sentenced to 
Sing Sing prisom for two years. He says he never should have 
committed the dishonest act, but that he was under. the influence 
of strong drink; and although every shilling with the watch and 
chain were restored, he shall never forgive himself. At the time 
he was but recently married. He now feels ashamed to be seen ; 
could he have foreseen all the shame and disgrace which has 
followed this-first criminal act of his life, he thinks it would not 
have been committed. , : 
He is now living with his wife and cher mother; they appear 

frankly to forgive him, but even in their presence he cannot feel 
as he felt before his fall. Had he now ample means at his com- 
wand, cheerfully would he give them could he blot out this one 
dark spot in his history. He fears this cannot be done, but he 
promises to do his utmost to avoid so great a calamity in time to 
come, 

Having confidence in his upright intentions, the association 
obtained a place of work for him, where he is earning an honest 
livelihood. Six months subsequent to his release from prison we 
talked with him; he is contented with his work and his wages, 
but he feels he can never be happy again. 

No. 61, Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and 
“sentenced in White Plains, Westchester county, to Sing Sing prison 
for two years. : : 
He says: “I did not commit the burglary: Jack and Bill done 

that part; they secreted the property, came on to New York, and 
sent me for it; as I was about to step on shore from the steamer 
Iwas arrested, with it in my possession. 

“ This was my first offence—I hope it will be my last. When 
Ileft the prison I went to Newporl, then to Boston, and severa 
glaces on the Fall river, where I had formerly worked, but I was 
everywhere unfortunate, 

“T now want to reach canal; Iam known to be sober, 
honest and industrious, and there, I can obtain employment for 
the season. I ask the association to favor me with a free 
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passage.” This was accomplished, and a trifle of money advanced 

him, sufficient to procure him necessaries for a few days. He has 

gince done well. 

No. 62. Had been six months in the penitentiary. He says he 

now sees more clearly his manifold weaknesses and follies, and 

promises if he can but get work, he will never again disgrace 

himself or act in opposition to right and equity. 

The association thought it best to advise him to goa voyage 

to sea. He acquiesced, and we soon shipped him. 

No. 63. Was sentenced to penitentiary for a term of six months, 

for an alleged assault and battery. He says the complainant was 
more in fault than himself, and that he did not regard the truth 

when he gave his testimony; he thinks that business is done 

strangely in our courts, but it is consoling to know it might have 

been worse. He says he was used pretty rough in the prison; the 

men in charge of the prisoners use the cowhide and the “cat o! 

nine tails” very dextrously; he thinks they must have been on 
some rice plantation south ; he felt degraded that a man of low 

origin should walk by his side, and if he failed to step right tobe 

eat over head and ears; it often made him to forget himself; such 

treatment, he says, tends to make those poor fellows worse than 

they were when. arrested. 

- No. 64. Was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to Sing 

Sing prison for the term of three years. He says previous to this 

charge he -had lived in Albany, was out of employment and in 

great want; he applied to-the authorities for relief; they sent him 

to jail for two months; when released his condition was worse 

than before; he felt in danger of: perishing. He says: “I had 

never committed a single dishonest act in all my life; want made 

me desperate; I could hold out no more; under its terrible in- 

fluence I stole a horse; this was a bold act,.as several persons saw 

meget up into the saddle and ride away; I was hotly pursued, 

overtaken, and arrested as aforesaid.” 

The association thought a sea voyage would improve his general 

health, hence he was soon shipped; he subsequently called to say 

he is contented and hopeful. 
No. 65. Was convicted of an attempt at grand larceny, and 

sentenced to the penitentiary for twelve months. He says he 

lived and worked with his, brother; they were both shoemakers, 

and from Germany; under the deceiving influence of strong drinks 

he robbed his brother of §40;. he was crazy, or such an. act could 
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not be perpetrated by him, He calls on his discharge from pri- 

son, and asks the association to furnish him with tools and a little 
money, that he may begin life afresh. 

The association advised him to work on a farm, at least for the 

season, confidently believing such employment would contribute 

to.his general healih. We were enabled to place him on the right 

track ; he is now with a good family, who know of his fall, and who 

believe in his daily rise and permanent reformation. 

No. 66. Had been in this country but. eight days; was out. of 

work and in great want; in this trying hour he yielded to temp- 

tation, and stole a watch and some trifling clothing ; Le was ar- 

rested, tried, convicted, and sentenced for six months to the 

penitentiary. He says: “Iwill never do wrong again.” The 

association sent him to a sailors’ boarding house, as he wished to 
get shipped. 

No. 67. Was tried in Court of General Sessions, and convicted 

of grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing-Sing prison for two years, 

He says he had worked and boarded with his boss for one month, 

when he ascertained there was but little hope of his getting hig 

wages. He supplied himself out of the store with coat, vest, and 

eap, the value he thought to be about $10. He had made no de- 

finite arrangement about wages, but he had expected to get. at 

least $12 per month; he left bis boss, was soon arrested on charge 

of stealing clothes valued at $30. t 

The officers of the prison gave him a recommendatory letter to 

the association; we sent him to a boarding house, and obtained 

shop work for him without delay. We are glad to know he ig 

hard at work earning an honest livelihood. 

No. 69. Convicted of grand larceny;. was sentenced .to State 

prison fortwo years. He calls te say, he left there yesterday and 

never to return again, he confidently hopes. He wants to reach 

a distant city, the residence of his friends, who are about to leave 

there for Illinais as soon as bis sister here-in New York, and him- 

self, can join them. The Association regard this case as one of 

peculiar interest;-he was enabled to reach the place designated.., 

No. 71. Was convicted of forgery in the second degree, and 

sentenced to Sing Sing prison for ten years. He saysthat a land 

warrant purporting to be from the Hon. Gerrit Smith, had been 

forged; an attempt was unsuccessfully made to raise a loan upon 

it—he at length sold it for five dollars. When arrested on this 

charge, he expected no more than a few months on the Island, but 
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to his dismay, he was sent up for ten years ; this was his first of 

fence. ‘During one of Governor Morgan’s visits to the prison, he 

condescended to speak to me; enquiries were made by him into my 

éase; the result influenced his Excellency to pardon me after be- 

ing there nine years and three months. He says, since he was re. 

leased he has travelled from place to place hoping to find some of 

his relatives and friends; he has failed in every attempt made. 

He could not have believed so great a change, even in ten years, 

would be apparent, everything appears strange, and all men to 

him are strangers. His resources were exhausted having but four 

ddllars when discharged. The Association advanced him a trifle 

- of money to enable him to- reach a manufacturing city where he 

hoped to obtain employment through a friend connected with us. 

No. 72. Convicted of an attempt ‘of grand larceny; was sen- 

tenced to the penitentiary for two years; he says this was his first 

offence; if punishment cures man of crime, then he must reform 

for there some of the keepers inflict severe brutal corporeal pun- 

ishment. We advised him to take-a trip to sea—he acquiesced; 
he was shipped. , 

No. 73. Was tried in court of Special Sessions on charge of 

petit larceny, and sentenced for six months to the penitentiary: 

He says he had lived i1 an adjoining State for some years, he 

‘married,. but finding his wages insufficient to meet his expenses, 

he came on to New York to better his circumstances; here he 

met with an:old acquaintance, was prevailed upon to take two or 

three drinks, then went and laid himself down in the rear of a 

‘house and went to sleep; an officer was called, and he hurried 

through the court. ._He says he is not a thief, and was never 

‘prone to dishonesty. He asks the Association to loan him a dol- 

lar to enable him to reach the country where he left his wife, ex- 
‘pecting to return within a day or two; we coinplied with his re. 

quest, he went, and returned with a certificate of her death and 

burial; she was found on the railroad track about a month after 

‘his:arrest, and was instantly killed. His poor heart appeared to 

be well nigh broken; he promised to call again, but has failed to 

‘do so, which we regret. 

No. 75. Was tried and convicted of burglary in the second de- 

‘gree, and sentenced August. 12, 1852, to Sing Sing prison, for a 

term of seven years. He calls and says, I left there this morning 

after serving out every hour of my sentence; I was used pretty 

well, and tried hard to conform to the rules laid dawn, so that I     
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escaped all extra punishments; I now want work, but would pre- 
fer going home to my parents could I accomplish it, but my money 

is very short. The Association was glad to take this poor man 

by the hand, confidently believing he will never be guilty of an- 

other dishonest act. The president of one of our railroad com- 

panies kindly sympathized with him, a cheap passage was secured 

and he reached his friends in safety. 

No. 76. Calls and says, ‘Please help me; I have been in the 

penitentiary the last four months; my friends are now in Con- 

necticut, could I reach them I should have plenty of work and 

all would be well.” . 

He showed usa letter received from his mother. She most 

feelingly urged his return to his home and her heart. The 

association handed him the means to reach there. 

No. 78. Was sent to the penitentiary. for one month for an 

alleged assault and battery on his shipmate. _ Previous to his re- 

moval he informed the association that his clothes, worth to him 

$40, were on board his ship, which would sail in less than.a_ 

week, and that his wages, amounting to $50, would be lost unless 

immediately seen.to. The captain was seen, the money and the 

clothes were placed in the hands of the British consul. When 

released he called to thank the association for the favor done him, 

No. 79. Calls, accompanied by his wife, to say that they have 

had their difficulties since he was released from State prison, 

nearly three years ago. . Their prospects for the future are hope- 

fal; could they now accept an: offer of going into the country, 

there they believe their bread would be sure. - But they had no 

means to remove their goods inte the couutry unless the associa- 

tion could aid them: For this purpose a-few dollars were placed 

at their disposal. 

They presented their. grateful thanks for the sum. advanced to 

them, believing the step about to be taken would contribute to 

their permanent comfort. 

No. 80: Was tried, on charge of grand. larceny, stealing a horse 

and wagon ; he was convieted,,and sentenced to the State. prison 

for two y ears. 

He says that he hired the. horse and buggy and paid $10. for 

their use for three. days; he drove about thirty miles, then left 

them at livery and came.on.to New York. He never attempted 

to sell, or in. any way, directly or indir eotly, t to raise money upon 

them. 
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’ His counsel in his defence tried to prove him insane, but that 

Was a failure, although it was shown that he had been an inmate 
of a lunatic asylum for a period of three years. The association 
yendered him some pecuniary aid until a place of work was pro. 

vided for him. Ue is now doing well—all things considered. 

‘No. 86. Was arraigned in court of general sessions on charge 

of grand larceny. Representations were made to the proper 

guthorities that this young man had lived a life of uniform pro. 

priety ; that he was never suspected of committing a dishonest 

act. He had been out of employment, and with a wife and two 

children were sadly straitened in their circumstances. The assis. 

dant. district attorney, Mr. Sedgwick, with his characteristic 

‘discrimination and high sense of equity, accepted a plea of an 

attempt at grand larceny, and he was treated with great leniency 

‘by the court. Sentenced four months to the penitentiary. 

‘* He calls to thank the association for saving him from a pro- 

tracted confinement in prison, and most solemnly pledges himself 

never to yield to such a temptation even should he want bread. 

“We were instrumental in finding him employment. He is doing 
well, 

“No: 87. Has been in the penitentiary the last four months. 

_Shé says that she is entirely sick of dissipation, and would, if 

‘prepared, lie down and die; where to go, or what to do, she 

‘khbows not, unless to a house of prostitution, there her prospects 

for the future are utter ruin, to body and soul, now and ever, 

’ The association urged her to seek admission in the Magdalen. 

A line of introduction was given her to the lady managers. 
" No. 88, Was tried and convicted in the U. S. Court of passing 

‘and uttering bogus coin. He was sentenced to the penitentiary 
for one year. 

‘He calls af the office to say he has obtained work, and will, ia 

future, act uprightly. The association furnished him with a de 

cent suit of clothes, a bible and prayer-book. 

We regard this case as one of a peculiarly hopeful character. 

““For the help afforded him he expressed his unfeigned thanks. 

No. 89. Calls and represents that he is out of work, and in very 

“needy circumstances, having no means to pay bis board or even 
‘his bed. 

“The association lent him a trifle to meet his immediate necessi- 

‘ties, confidently believing that he has lived an honest life since he 

left Sing Sing prison, now nearly two years ago.   
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No. 97. Was tried and convicted of grand larceny and sentenced 

io the State prison for two years. He says that he had been 

in this country but ten months when he was thrown out of 

employment, and was in great distress. In his difficulty he was 

thrown into the. company of bad men; they stole the articles 

and gave them to him to sell; in doing so he was arrested, while 

they ran away. He declares this to have been.his first offence, © 

and with many tears promises that he will die rather than steal 

or keep bad company. 

He slept last night at a shilling lodging-house, where he was 
robbed of two dollars. 

The association obtained him employment and a boarding- 
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house. 

He felt grateful, and is now at work earning his daily bread. 

No. 98. Calls to thank the association for the interest shown 

him when discharged from State prison. He says he has been at 

work ever since, on a canal, at $10 per month, the season being 

now over; he is now on his way to.a distant city, where he hopes 

to secure employment for the winter. He says he begins to love 
night, because it is right. 

No. 99. Was convicted of an attempt at grand larceny, and 

sentenced to Sing Sing for two years. He says this was the first 

time he was suspected of stealing; he believes the officer and the 

prosecutor laid their heads together to send him up anyhow; he 

thinks so, because they did not confine themselves to the truth, 

He says he never went to school; his father died when he was 

but seven years old; he had to earn his daily bread soon after ; it 

makes him unhappy that he knows so little; in prison he has 

learned to spell a little and to read a psalm or an easy chapter in 

the New Testament; he hopes to be able to learn.more and more, 

and to become a good man. He comes to the association asking - 

the friends of discharged prisoners to find him employment, either 

by sea or land, and that he will never disgrace himself or cause 

them regret. 

No. 100. Calls at the office of the association “this A. M., and 
says she left the penitentiary after being there twelve months on | 

conviction of an attempt at grand larceny. or several years 

previous to her arrest she had sustained a good character, and in 
her occupation as cook, in several excellent situations with fami- 

lies, of Ligh standing, all spoke well of her. 

In an evil hour she was induced to visit a lottery policy den;  
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here she sacrificed her wages ; she never won, but always lost, 

hence her difficulties accumulated; money was wanting ; she was 

tempted to take the property of her best friends, with whom she 

then lived, believing the next draw would prove a prize. She 

shed many bitter tears of apparent penitence for the past, and 

‘made a solemn promise to act right in whatever condition she may 

, be placed in-the future. : 

Some clothing was taken from her by the officer when arrested; 

she needs it much, but knew not where to find it. The -associa- 

tion wrote a line to the property clerk; the clothing was imme 

diately restored to her, for which she expressed her thankfulness, 
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CHARTER. 

An act to incorporate the Prison Association of New York, 
passed May 9, 1846, by a two-third vote. 

_The peuple of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: : 

§1. All such persons as now are and hereafter shall become 

members to the said association, pursuant to the constitution 

thereof, shall and are hereby constituted a body corporate by the 

name of “The Prison Association of New York,” and by that 

name have the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth 

chapter of the first part of the Revised Statutes, are declared to 

belong to every corporation ; and shal] be capable of purchasing, 

holding, and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use of 

said corporation: Provided, such real estate shall never exceed 

the yearly value of ten thousand dollars, nor be applied to any 

purpose other than those for which this corporation is founded. 

§2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be man- 

aged and conducted by its executive committee, in conformity: to 

the constitution of the said corporation; and the following articles 

that now form the constitution of the association shall continue \ . 

. to be the fundamental laws and constitution thereof, subjest to 

alteration in the mode therein prescribed. 

Arricte I. The objects of the association shall be: 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether de- 
tained for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses. 

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government 

of prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States. 

3. The support and éenconragement of reformed convicts after 

their discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an 

hovest livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

Arr. If. The officers of the society shall be, a president, four 

vice-presidents, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, 

and a treasurer; and there shall be the following committees, viz: 

a finance committee, a committee on detentions, a committee on 
discipline, a committee on discharged convicts, and an executiv 

committee. ,  
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Ary. III. The officers. named in the preceding article shall be 

ex officio members of the executive committee, who shall choose 

one of their pumber to be chairman thereof. 

Arr. IV. The executive committee shall meet once in each 

month, and keep regular minutes of their proceedings. They 

shall have a general superintendence and direction of the affairs 

f and shall annually report to the society all their 

of the society, 
other matters as shall be likely to advance 

, proceedings, and such 

the ends of the association. 

Art. V. The society shall meet annually in the city of New 

York, at’ such time and place as the executive committee shall 

appoint, and at such other times as the president, or, in his ab- 

sence, one of the vice-presidents, shall designate. 

Art. VI. Any person contributing annually to the funds of the 

association, shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof, 

A contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life pat- 

ron; 2 contribution of one hundred dollars, an honorary member 

of the executive committee for life ; and a contribution of twenty 

five dollars shall constitute a member of the association for life. 

Honorary and corresponding members may, from time to time, be 

appointed by the executive committee. 

Arr. VII. A female department shall be formed, consisting of 

“such females as shall be selected by the executive committee, who 

' ghall have charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their 

sex, under such regulations as the executive committee shall adopt. 

Art. VIII. The officers of the association shall be chosen an- 

nually, at the annual meeting, at which time such. persons may be 

elected honorary members as shall have rendered essential service 

to the cause of prison discipline. 

Art. IX. Any society having the same objects in view may be- 

come auxiliary to this association, by contributing to its funds and 

co-operating with it. , 

Ant. X. The executive committee shall have power to add to 

any of the standing committees such persons as in their opinion 

‘may be likely to promote the objects of the society ; and. shall 

have power to fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the 

offices of the association, intermediate the annual meetings. 

Arr. XI. This constitution may be amended by a vote of the 

majority of the society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice 

of the amendment has been given at the next preceding meeting, 
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The officers elected for the current year under the constitution 

shall continue to be the officers thereof until others shall be duly 

chosen in their places. 
And it is hereby further enacted, that no tmanager of said 

society shall receive any compensation for his services. 

§ 3. The said executive committee shall have power to establish 

a work-house in the county of New York, and in their discretion 

to receive and take into the work-house all such persons as shall 

be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly persons, in 

said city, as the court of general sessions of the peace, or ‘the. 

court of special sessions, or the court of oyer and terminer, in 

said county, or any police magistrate, or the commissioaer of ‘the 

alms-house, may deem proper objects; and the said executive com- 

mittee shall have the same powers to keep, detain, employ and 

govern the said persons, as are now by law conferred on the keep- 
ers of the bridewell or penitentiary in said city. P 

§ 4. The said executive committee may, from time to time, make 

by-laws, ordinances and regulations, relative to the management : 

and disposition of the estate and concerns of said association 

and the management, government, instruction, discipline and 

employment of the persons so as aforesaid committed to the said 

work-house, not contrary to law, as they may deem proper; and 

may appoint such officers, agents and servants, as they may ‘deem 

necessary, to transact the business of the said association, and 

may designate their duties. And the said executive committee 

shall make an annual report to the Legislature, and to the cor- 

poration of the city of New York, of the number of persons . 

received by them into said work-louse, the disposition which shall 

be made of them by instructing or employing them therein, the 

receipts and expenditures of said executive committee, and gene- 

rally all such facts and particulars as may exiibit the ‘operations — 

of the said association. 
§ 5. The said executive committee shall have power, during the 

minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work- 

house, to bind out the said persons, so being minors as aforesaid, 

as apprentices or servants, with their consent, during their minor- 

ity, to such persons, and at such places, to learn such proper 

trades and employments, as, in their judgment, will be most con- 

ducive to their reformation and amendment, and fature benefit 

and advantage of such persons. ‘ 

§ 6. The said exeentive committee, by such committees as they 
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shall, from time to'time,. appoint, shall have power and it shall be 

their duty, to visit, inspect and examine, all the prisons in the 

State, and annually report to the Legislature, their state and con- 

- dition, and all such other things in regard to them as may enable 

‘the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline. And 

to enable them to execute the powers and. perform the duties 

hereby granted and imposed, they shall. possess all the powers 

and authority, that by the twenty-fourth section of title first, 

chapter third, part fourth of the Revised Statutes, are vested in 

the inspectors of county prisons; and the duties of the keepers 

ef each prison that they may examine, shall be the same in rela- 

tion to them as in the section aforesaid are imposed on the keep- 

ers of such prisons in relation. to the inspectors thereof: . Provided, 

that no such examination or inspection of any prison shall be 

made until an order for that purpose, to be granted. by the chan- 

cellor of this State, or one of the judges of supreme court, or by 

a. vice-chancellor or circuit judge, or by the first judge of the 

county in which the prison to be examined shall be situated, shall 

first have been had and obtained, which order shall specify the 

name of the prison to be examined, the names of the persons, 

‘members of the said association, by whom the examination is to 

be made, and the time within which the same must be concluded. | 

. Srare or New Yorx, 

In Senate, May 8, 1846. 

This bill having been read, the third time, two-thirds of all the 

members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof, 

Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Senate, A. GARDNER, President. 

Srare or New York, i 

. In Assembly, April 24, 1846. 

This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of all 

the members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof, 

Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly. 

Apprevéd this 9th day of May, 1846, 

WM. C. CRAIN, Speaker. 

SILAS WRIGHT. 

Grare or New York, i 

Secretary’s Office. 

T have compared the preceding with an orginal law on file in 

this office, and do certify that the same ig a correct transcript 

: therefrom, and of the whole of said original.     

No. 181] 1359-66 “61 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed the seal of this 

office at the city of Albany, the fifteenth day of May, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. 

[ps] ARCH’D CAMPBELL, Dep. Sec. of State. 

Revisep Statutes, Part IV, Chap. 3, Title 1. 

§ 24, It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 

prisons +o admit the said inspectors, or any one of them ito 

every part of such prison; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the 

pooks, papers, documents and accounts pertaining to the prison, 

or to the persons confined therein: and to render them every 

other facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the 

duties above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining the 

necessary information, to enable them to make such report as is 

above required, the said inspectors shall have power to examine on 

oath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any of 

the officers of the said prisons, and to converse with any of the 

prisoners confined therein, without the presence of the keepers 

thereof or any of them.° 

 



‘BY-LAWS. 

I. There shall be a stated meeting of the executive committee 

on the fourth Monday of cach month, and a special meeting shall 

be held at any time, on the requisition of either of the standing 

committees, or the chairman of the executive committee, or chair. 

man of any standing committee. 

IT. At every meeting of the executive committee, stated or spe- 

cial, the attendance of five members shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a quorum. 

Ifi. The order of business at every stated meeting shall be as 
follows: 

1. The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last preced 
ing meeting. 

2. Reports from the standing committees in the or der in which 
they are named in the constitution of the society. ' 

3. Reports from female department. 

4. Reports from corresponding secretary. 

5. Reports from the special committees. 
6. Motions and resolutions. 

The business first in order at a special meeting shall be the 

subject for the consideration of which the meeting shall have been 

called; and no other subject shall be brought before the meeting, 

except with the consent of a majority of the members present. 

IV. The chairman shall nominate and appoint all special com- 

miitees, and no person nominated by him shall be excused, unless 

upon reasons, assigned by him, that shall be approved by the 

meeting; but a chairman pro tem, shall not have such power, 

unless authorized by the meeting. 

V. The chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject to 
an appeal, and the rules of order shall be the same, so far as they 

are applicable, as those of the House of Assembly of the Legisla- 

ture of New York. 

VE. It shall be the duty of the finance committee: 

1. To receive and pay over to the treasurer of the society all 
moneys received, either as donations or for memberships. 

2. To audit, and direct the payment of all bills against the 
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society in such manner and forms as they shall direct, but no bill 

shall be paid by the treasurer unless approved by the committee 

and countersigned by the chairman thereof, 

8. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the society, 

ander the authority of the executive committee. | 

4. To have power, under the same authority, to employ one or 

more agents to obtain members and collect subscriptions to the 

society ; and it shall be their duty to make a report, at each 

monthly meeting, of their proceedings and those of their agents. 

5. To annually examine and report. upon the treasurer’s ac- 

counts, and to audit the same. 

VII. The following shall be the duties of the committee on de- 

anne 

. To enquire into the causes of commitment of all persons de- 

bined for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the prisons of the cities 

of New York and Brooklyn, and to adopt proper measures for pro: 

curing the discharge of such as shall appear to be entitled thereto. 

2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to 

endeavor to improve the condition of the prisoners by training 

them to habits of cleanliness and exercise; by securing to them 

comfortable accommodations, having a regard to space, light and 

iemperature ; by procuring for them suitable employment; by 

providing them with books, or other means of mental occupation; 

by securing such a separation and classification as shall preserve 

the young, the innocent, and the less hardened, from the contami- 

nating intercourse of the more depraved; by obtaining for them 

honest and able legal advice; and generally, by bringingall prac- 

tical, moral and religious influence to operate upon their minds. 

‘VIII. It shall be the duty of the committee on discharged con- 

victs : 
1, Under the authority of the executive committee to employ. 

an agent for the relief and aid of discharged convicts, and for the 

performance of its daily routine of duties, whose place of busi- 

ness shall be at the general office of the Association. 

2. To keep a record of all commitments to our State prisons, 

and New York and Kings county prisons, of the crime of which 

each person was convicted, of the date of his commitment and 

discharge, and all other important information thereto appertain- 

ing. 
3. To open a correspondence with the prison agents or superin- 

tendents,.relative to the character and trades of prisoners, and to  
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ascertain previous to the discharge of each prisoner, his feelings, 

views and capabilities, with a view to making the best arrange. 

ments for his future employment. _ 

4. To keep a record ef all persons wha will employ discharged 

prisoners, and of their several occupations; to procure employ. 

ment for prisoners applying therefor, as seems best adapted to 

‘the capacity of each; to hold a correspondence with employers; 

to keep a record of the behavior and prospects of those for whom 

places are obtained, that they may be sustained and encouraged 

owith the idea that a continual friendly interest is felt for them. 

5. To endeavor to procure suitable boarding places for the dis. 

charged prisoners, where they will not be exposed to corrupting 

influences, taking care not to have more than one in a place when 

it can be avoided. 
- 6. To see that the prisoners are provided with suitable cloth. 

ing, of a kind that will not attract attention, and point them out 

as convicts. 
IX. The general duty of the committee on prison discipline 

shall be the supervision of the internal organization and manage. 

ment of the prisons in which convicts are confined, embracing the 

moral and physical influence to be exerted on the prisoners during 

their confinement. 

This duty shall be comprised under the following general heads: 

Health.—Under which shall be included diet, dress, cleanliness, 

warming of prisons, ventilation, exercise, modes of employment, 

insanity, and medical treatment generally. 

Reformation.—Including the classification of prisoners accord- 

ing to age. sex, physical condition, character and numbers ; in 

struction, religious and ordinary; moral treatment, isolation and 

intercourse; rewards and punishments ; the visitation of friends, 

and pardons. 

Financial system. Embracing convict labor, prison revenues 

and expenses. 

Administration and Supervision—Comprising the mode of ap 

pointing officers, their qualifications, duties, abuse of their pow 

ers, and the internal police regulations of prisons. 

‘Comparison of prison system and reforms.—Including the collec 

tion of works and reports, correspondence with other societies, 

superintendence of prisons, and persons interested in prison dis 

cipline. The collection of statistics, and their publication under 

the order of the Association,   

65° |g 5G-60 No. 131. { 

Visitation.—The visiting of State, county, and city prisons, in: 

duding houses of reformation of juvenile delinquents, at such pe: 

rods and in such manner as the committee may from time to time: 
determine, 

Criminal laws.—Their character and influence on the ecommis-. 

sion of vice and crime. : . 

.X. Each standing committee shall have power to appoint its 

own chairman and secretary. and to divide itself into as many: 

sub-committees as it may deem proper; and each committee shall 

nake a report of its proceedings at each stated meeting of the 

executive committee. 

XI. The recording secretary shall be the secretary of the ex- 

ecutive committee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes of 

the proceedings of the committee, to record them in a book te be 

wovided for that purpose, and to give due notice of all meetings 
of the committee. 

XII. 1. The standing committee shall meet in their order on 

the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the week pre- 

ceeding the regular meeting of the executive committee; and the 

recording secretary shall give due notice thereof. 

: 2. It shall-be the duty of each standing committee to report -to- 

each monthly meeting of the executive committee the number of 

neetings held, and the names of the members attending at each. | 

XIII. If it shall appear from the report of any standing com- 

mittee that any member has not attended any one of these meet- 

ings during the preceding three months, the members so neglect- 

ing to attend shall, if no satisfactory excuse be offered, be deemed 

to have resigned as a member of such committee, and the execu- 

tive committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. 

XIV, No person shall be added as a member to any of the 

standing committees unless the committee to which he is, to be 

added shall have reported his name at a preceding meeting of the 

executive committee, and shall have stated that the member so 

proposed has consented to serve. No person, so proposed, shall 

be elected as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds of all 

the members present; and every such election shall be'made by 

ballot, unless by unanimous consent the ballot be dispensed with. 

XV. There shall be a standing committee of ladies for the fe- 

nale department, the members of which shall be selected by the 

executive committee, and shall have charge of the interests and 

welfare of persons of their own sex, under such regulations as 

|Assembly, No. 131.] §  
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the executive committee may prescribe, or they themselves, with 

the approbation of the executive committee, may adopt. Such 

committee shall have power to elect its own officers, and, when or. 

ganized, shall be placed in all respects on the same footing as the 

other standing committees of the executive committee, in relation 

to the increase of their numbers. 
XVI. The corresponding secretary shall conduct the corres. 

pondence of the executive committee, and of each of the stand. 

ing committees when required, and shall report the same at each: 

stated meeting of the committee, and shall record the same in 

books to be procured for that purpose. 

XVII. The president, chairman of the executive committee, and 

the corresponding secretary, shall be members, ex officio, of all 

_ the standing committees. 

XVIU. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep safely all 

moneys deposited with him by the finance committee, to pay over 

the same in such manner and at such time as the finance commit- 

: ‘tee shall direct, and to give such security for the faithful dischargs 

of his’ duty as that committee shall require. 

XIX. No alterations in these by-laws shall be made, except a : 

notice of the proposed amendment shall have been given at a 

‘previous meeting of the executive committee. 
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‘a Wesendonck & Co 

“Wm. Lottimer & Co.. 2 

WW. Ludlum... 2-3 

PR. B. Minturn... 222. 2. eee eee eee eee 

“Geo. D. Morgan 

yJ. F. Melliss 

YMitchell & Pott 

ae Messingor - 773 

yA, P. Marshall ....---..--- +2. eee oe eee 

- {Josiah Macy’s Sons 

yE. H-Miller ..f EE Crm gerats wh s 

¥-Wm. F. Mott    


