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CONSTITUTION.

Arricre 1. This Society shall be known as the PrisoN AssocraTion
oF NEw YoRrK.

Arr. IL Its objects shall be—

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners whether detained for
trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses.

2. The improvement of Prison Discipline and the Government of
Prisons, whether for Cities, Counties, or States.

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after their
discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest livelihood,
and sustaining them in their efforts at reform.

Art. III The oﬂicers of the Society shall be a Presldent, four Vice-
Presid ,a R S ¥y @ Corresy g Secretary, a Treas-
urer, and !he following Commlttees viz A Fmance Committee, a Com-~
mittee on Detentions, a Committee on Discipline, and a Committee on

Discharged Convicts.

Awrr. 1V. The officers named in the preceding article shall constitute
an Executive Committee, who shall choose one of their number to
be Chairman thereof.

ArT. V. The Executive Committee shall ‘meet once in each month,
and keep regular mi of their pr dings. They shall have a
general superintendance and direction of the affairs of the Society, and
shall annually report to the Society all their proceedings, and such other
matters as shall be likely to advance the ends of the Association.

Art. VI. The Society shall meet annually in the City of New York,
at such time and place as the Executive Committee shall appoint, and
at such other times as the President, or in his absence one of the Vice:
Presidents, shall designate.
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Axr?. VII. Any person contributing annually to the funds of the Asso-
ciation, shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A con-
ribution of $25 shall constitute a member for life.

Art. VLI A Female Department shall be formed, consisting of such
fermales as shall take an interest in the objects of the Society, who may
select their own Executive Committee, and have particularly in their
charge the interests and welfare of prisoners of their sex.

Art. IX. The officers of the Association shall be chosen annually

at the annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elected hon-

orary members as shall have rendered essential service to the cause of
Prison Discipline.

Asr. X. Any Society having the same objects in view may become
auxiliary to this Association by contributing to its fands and coGperating

with it.

Art. XL The Executive Committee shall have power to add to any
of the Standing Committees such persons as, in their opinion, may be
likely to promote the objects of the Society, and shall have power to fill
any vacancy which may occur in any of the offices of the Association,
intermediate the annual meetings.

Arr. XIL This Constitution may be amended by & vote of the ma-

jority of the Society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the
amendment has been given at the next preceding meeting.

¢ ef ;

At a subsequent meeting of the Executive Committee, JOHN W.
EDMONDS was chosen Chairman thereof, and Mr. JOi—IN DUER:

from the Committee on that subject, reported the following :—

L here dh BY-LAWS.
.—There shall be a stated meetin i
g of the Executive Committ
;k:ea:;:mtrith Mondagv of each month, and a special meeting shall b:lie‘;:
me, on the requisition of any one of the i i
or of the Chairman of the Executive {fammittee © standing commitices,
II.—At every meeting of the Executi oi
cutive Committee, stated i
the attendance of elev , v et
e en members shall be necessary to constitute a
iII.T—hThe o;fier of l:lus'mess at every stated meeting shall be as follows =
. e reading and adopti i .
onting '3 adoption of the minutes of the last preceding
2. Reports from the Standing Committees i
r ees in the order i i
are named in the Constitution of the Society. e in which they
3. Reports from Special Committees.
4. Motions and Resolutions.
The business first in order at a speci i
» i pecial meeting, shall be the subji
fo;) the consideration of which the meeting shall ha;e been called, :‘::tile::
other sub]ect. skfall be brought before the meeting, except with :he
sent of a majority of the members present. o
IV.—The Chairu?an shall nomirate and appointail Special Committees
nnl% no person nominated by him shall be excused, unless upon reuon;
assigned by him that shail be approved by the meeting.
V.—The Chairman shall decide all questions of order subject to an
;E).pegll, and lO;hta rules of order shall be the same, so far as they are ap-
icable as t! f i i
pieab ose of the House of Assembly in the Legislature of New
\;I.—It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee,
. To receive and pay over to the Treasu i
) > . rer of the Societ -
nies received, either as d or for bershi o, #ll mo
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2. 'To audit and direct the payment of all bills against the Society,
in such manner and form as they shall direct,—but no Dbill shall be paid
by the Treasurer, unless approved by the Committee, and countersigned
by the Chairman thereof.

3. To invest and control the surplus monies of the Society under the
authority of the Executive Committee.

4. To have power to employ one or more agents to obtain members,
and collect subseriptions for the Society.

5. To annually examine and report upon the Treasurer’s accounts,
and to audit the same.

Y1.—The following shall be the duties of the Committee on De-
tentions.

1. To enquire into the causes of commitment of all persons detained
for trial, or as witnesses in any of the Prisons of the Cities of New York
or Brooklyn, and to adopt proper measures for procuring the discharge
of such as shall appear to be entitled thereto.

2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to endeavour
to improve the condition of the prisoners :—by training them to habits
of cleanliness and exercise : by securing to them comfortable accommo-
dations, having a regard to space, light, and temperature : by procuring
for them suitable employment: by providing them with books, or other
means of mental occupation : by securing such a separation and classifi-
~cation as shall preserve the young, the innocent, and the less hardened
from the contaminating intercourse of the more depraved : by obtaining
for them honest and able legal advice; and generally by bringing all
practical, moral, and religious influences to operate upon their minds.

¥H-—It shall be the duty of the Committee on Discharged Convicts,

1. To keep an office in 2 central part of the City of New York,
swhere discharged prisoners may apply for aid and advice.

2. To keep a record of all commitments to our State Prisons, and
New York and Kings County Prisons—of the erime of which each per-
son was convicted, of the date of his commitment and discharge, and all
other important information thereto appertaining.

3. To opena correspondence with the Prison Agents or Superintend-
ants, relative to the character and trades of prisoners, and to ascertain
previous to the discharge of each prisoner his feelings, views, and capa-
bilities, with a view to making the best - arrangements for his future
employment.

4. To keep a record of all persons who will employ discharged
prisoners, and of their several occupations, to procure such employment
for prisoners, applying therefor, as seems best adapted to the capacity of
«each, to hold a correspondence with employers, to keep a record of the
behaviour and prospects of those for whom places are obtained, that they
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may be sustained and encouraged, with the i
x e idea, t i i
T et o then ) idea, that a continual friendly
_5. To end;avor to procure suitable boarding places for the discharged
prisoners, where they will not be ex i
i >xposed to corrupting infl ;
talzng’;are not to have more than one in a place when iF". cai l])e a‘;eoril;:i,
. k" K g‘see tlha.t the prisoners are provided with suitable clothin, o;’
ind that will not atiract attention, and point them out as convgi’ ts,
. " . ¢ cis.
beVﬁ'ﬂile The' gener?l iuty of the Committee on Prison Discipline shall
supervision of the internal organization
: p ) g and management of pri
;)lns in which convicts are confined, embracing the moral:gnd physicall)l;l:-
u;‘nv:es to be exerted on the prisoners during their confinement. i
I;ns duty shall be comprised under the following general heads: —
W ea.lth.—;‘U;der which shall be included Diet, Dress, Cleaniiness
arming of Prisons, Vevtilation, Exercis: )
0 v e, Modes
Insanity, and Medical Treaiment g’eneral]y. ’ > of Employment,
Reformation—Including the Classification of pri: ding to
se)‘;, phys]cal condition, character, and numb;rs; Instruction, ;’el' 'age’
an ?rdxnary ;5 Moral treatment, Isolation, and Intercourse ; Re:mm;gmus
Punishments ; the Visitation of Friends, and Pardons. ’ o ond

Financial Systen i
e ) . .
y: Embracing convict labor, Prison revenues and ex-

-ation and Supervision—C
r i i the mode of inti
officers, their qualifications, duti s o
ties, abi i i
nal police regulations of pr;sons. »sbuse of thelr powers, and the inter-
. ?;:ﬁmszn of Prison Systems and Reforms—Including the collectio
and reports, correspondence with other Societi .
ance of prisons, and persons int i fvon di Df’le'tlesy e e
ance of staﬁsﬁc,s. p interested in prison discipline. 'The collec-
Hou:::;::r:h 'ngef visiting of State, County, and City Prisons, including
e Reformation of Juvenile Delin i
! o quents at such
in ;mh manner as the Committee may, from time to time dews:l:?:: o
— i i ; p
Chﬂi. Each Standing Committee shall have power to appoint its own
a it::an znd Secretary, and to divide itself into as many sub-committees
ay deem proper, and each Committee
. shall make a i
pro}gedmgs at each stated meeting of the Executive Co:nmll::tpe?t of e
; é—Th-e RECOI‘dI{]g Secretary shall be the Secretary of the‘Exe
u ::d‘ omn;ltt:e, Cand it shall be his duty to keep the minutes of the p:z:
ings of the Committees, to record them i
: ; A in a book to be provids
h:t( frurpc’;;:e, anfi to give due notice of all meetings of the C:)mm;tt‘:i o
o ‘the.Exel:‘el l";orr(e}spondmg Secretary shall conduet the corresponder-:ce
ive Committee, and of each of the Standi i
t . ing Commi
andY iha.ll record th? same in books to be procured for thatgpu 0s€. oo
XIIL.—The Cl of the E: ive C i andrplhe. Co
r-

responding Secretary sh i
Commi“@ges‘ ry shall be members ex-officio of all the Standing




8

e Treasurer to keep safely all moneys

th
XIV.—It shall be the duty of to pay over the same

i i i i e Committee,
'depoml:efn::x::r ::: ntysutr: tf;::?:: the Finance Committ.ee shall direct,
::1;‘:2 give such security for the faithful discharge of his duty as that
Comnmittee shall require.

XV.—No alteration in these by
of the proposed amendment shall have
of the Executive Committee.

‘Which were adopted.

_laws shall be made, excepta not.ice
been given at a previous meeting

_.——RosErT B. MIinTURN,

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION.

President,
Hox. WM. T. McCOUN, Vice Chancellor.

Vice Presidents,
~THEO. FRELINGHUYSEN,
ABRAHAM VAN NEST, JOHN W. EDMONDS.
Treasurer,
G. A. WORTH, President of the City Bank.

Recording Secretary,
WILLIAM C. RUSSEL.

Corresponding Secretary,
WILLIAM H. CHANNING.

Finance Commilttee,
CuarLes M. Leure,
Ricuarp J. Tuory,
IsrAEL RussEr,
Jouxn W. Epmonps,

P. M. Wersore,
Dr. ELEazER PaRMLY,
Freeman Huwr,

Epxunp L. Benzox,

Committee on Detentions,

Asner Benebrcr,
RensseLaer N. Havens;
WiLrram Jongs,
Tromas E. BrancH,
Uzar P. Warp,

Joux W. Epmonbs,
WirLiam H. Cranxina.

WiLLiam C. Russer,
W. WaLn DriNker,
Treonore TeLLRAMPF, M. D,
James R. Warrive,
Townsexp Harris,
Joun O. Stong, M. D.,
Joun Horper,

2

BENJ. F. BUTLER,” ~

Wirriax H. Cuannive, ——
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Committee on Prison Discipline.

-—Cnuaxnues P. Davy,
J. L. TELLKAMPF,
Joux L. O’SuULLIVAN,
N. B. Morsz,
Joun Duer,
THEODORE SEDGEWICK,
Tuomas W. LupLow RusT,

Georce H. PuRsER,

James T. BrapY,

Bexsamin F. BuTceR,

Joux W. Epionps,
Arpxa~sper E. Hosacx,M. D-
Georce WiLkes,M. D.
Pierre P. Irvive,

WinLian H. Craxnive.

Committee on Discharged Convicts.

~ —3easc T. HoppER,
Lewss Vox MONDELSLOHE,
Tsaac Birpsary, of Sing Sing,
Cyrus P. Sara, of Brooklyn,
Epcar Hicks,
MARcUS SPRING,
Ricuarp H, MANNING,
D. L. SEYMOUR, of Peekskill,

Georee HaLy, of Brooklyn,

F. B. STRYKER, of Brooklyn,
B. F. BrawpeTn, of Sing Sing,
Jaxes Browx, of Peekskill,
James Horver, of Albany,
Evriag P. WoODRUFF,

Joun W. EpmonDs,

WiLniam H. CHANNING.

©On the 3d day of 1541, the

Papers of this City.

TO THE PUBLIC.

The undersigned has been directed by the Board of Inspectors of the State Prison at

Sing Sing, to invite the attention of the benevolent to the destitute condition of dis-
charged convicts,

Itis of frequent that pri: afford

'y evidence of sincere
repentance and earnest desires to reform : yet when they go forth into the world, they

are often, for want of employment, reduced to great distress and subjected to sore
temptations. To starve or steal, is too often the ouly alternative presented to them.

The power of the Inspectors to afford relief in such cases, is confined by law,
the mere pittance of three dollars to each person.

But believing that very many can be saved from a return to their former evil prac-
tices, by timely axd—-—that pnt a few can be retained in the path of reform by encourage-
ment and support judi plied—the Insp have directed me to 2ppeal
to the benevalent in this City, to render their aid by forming a Society similar to those
which now exiat in many parts of Europe, whose object shall be to find employment
for those who shall give evidence of repentance and reformation.

JOHN W. EDMONDS, President Board of Inspectors.
K

New York, NoveMBER 23, 1544,

The Subscribers, cordially approving of the purpose mentioned in the foregoing

Card, and desirous of forming in this City, a ¢ PRISON ASSOCIATION,” whose
objects shall be—

1. The lioration of the dition of
finally convicted :
% The imp of Prison Di

whether detained for trial or

: and
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3. The relief of discharged convicts, by affording them the means of obtaining an
honest livelihood :

t Invite a public meeting of the citizens of New York, at the Apollo Rooms, No. 410

! Broadway, on the evening of Friday, the 6th of December next.

The Chair will be taken by Vice Chancellor McCou, at 7 o'clock.

New Yorx, NovEmBER 25, 1844

THEODORE FRELL NGHUYSEX,

W. T. McCOUN,
SAMUEL JONES,
ELEAZER PARMLY,
GARDINER SPRING,
WILLIAM KENT,

W. B. LAWRENCE,

R. H. MORRIS,

JOHN JAY,

A. VANDERPOEL,

W. C. BRYANT,
THOS. J. OAKLEY,
CHAS. W. SANDFORD,
W. WALN DRINKER,
JOB HASKELL,
FREEMAN HUNT,
SAMUEL R. BETTS,
ROBERT B. MINTURN,
HENRY GRINNELL,
EDMOND L. BENZON,
CHARLES M. LEUPP,
ABRAHAM VAN NEST,
CHARLES P. DALY,
HENRY W. BELLOWS,
ORVILLE DEWEY,
JONA. W. WAINWRIGHT,
JOHN HUGHES,
JAMES MILNOR,
HENRY ANTHON,

D. P. INGRAHAM,

F. A. TALLMADGE,

B. F. BUTLER,
JAMES HARPER.
DANIEL LORD, Jr.,
JSAAC T. HOPPER,
M. ULSHOEFFER,
LEWIS H. SANDFORD,
WM. H. CHANNING,
OGDEN HOFFMAN,
M. C PATTERSON,

J. L. O'SULLIVAN,
GEO. P. MORRIS,
RICHARD J. THORN,
HORACE GREELEY,
THEO. SEDGEWICK,
HY. MERRITT,

J. L. TELLKAMPF,
THEO. A. TELLKAMPF,
ZEB. COOKE, Jr.,
JOS. B. COLLINS,
DAVID AUSTIN,

WM. C. RUSSELL,
DAVID HALE,

N. PEARCE,

LEWIS P. W. BALCH,
JOHN A. DIX,
PROSPER M. WETMORE,
JOHN T. IRVING,
EDWARD 8. GOULD,
JACOB HARVEY,
WILLIAM JONES,
JAS. R WHITING. -

CIRCULAR.

New York, Novemser 23, 1844,
SIR: -

tice, and

te your attendance at the i
tis, and e proposed meeting, and your co-operation

scribers in the objects in view.

Much has already been done in this country fur the improvement of Prison Disci.

p;:e, ?nddAmerican Prisons have become patterns for the greater portion of the civil
;Z“,:(‘i:: - B\?t much remains to be done, in removing from our system the wel'X
to its harsh tin ing its refors i
: ¢ . x tory influence : and i
affording to discharged convicts means oqunte s aguinat
ans of suj > ion agai
e Ao pport, and adequate protection nst

These are considerations to which very little af i i i
legislation, but are of paramount impon;ncet:o ﬂil'”’}’iﬁe"cﬁiihﬂi'f Z Zecee;wd by
To awak?n public attention to them—to aid the sincerely penitent )i7n the;r attem
:; t:f:n:;tilsoez‘\lwto pro]:ect acc:sed and friendless prisoners against the impositions tl:::
R upon them, and to infuse into the government of our pri:
effort at reformation, are i iati ot the spamns
oot of which i estently eseech o wsonce I the sivtaes:
We are, very respectfully,
Your gbedient servants,
E ISAAC T. HOPPER,
?  ELEAZER PARMLY,
J. L. TELLKAMPF,
THEO. A. TELLKAMPF,
J. W. EDMONDS,
WILLIAM €. RUSSELL,
WILLIAM H. CHANNING,
FREEMAN HUNT,




REPORT.

Pursuant to this notice a large and highly respectable number of
citizens assembled, on the 6th of December, at the Apollo Rooms.
The meeting was organized by the appointment of

Hon. WM. 'T. McCOUN, Vice Chancellor, President.

Rev. Dr. GARDINER SPRING, ) .
Gex. PROSPER M. WETMORE, 2 Vice-Presidents.

JOHN L. O'SULLIVAN, Esa. .
JOHN JAY, Esa. ! g Secretaries.

After the meeting was organized, Mr. JOHN W. EDMONDS
arose and said, in order to give direction to the purposes of the
meeting, he would offer for their consideration the following
resolution :

Resolved, That it is expedient to form in the city of New York a Prison Associa-
| tion, and thata Committee be appointed by the Chair to report to this Meeting a form
; of such Association, and a nomination of suitable Officers therefor.

Before taking the question, he begged leave to state the motives
which had induced his colleagunes to direct an appeal to the public,
and the objects for which the meeting had been called.

The Inspectors of the State Prison had become aware of repeated
instances, in which convicts on their discharge left the prison, with,
as they believed, sincere intentions to lead honest lives, but who had
been reduced to great extremities by the difliculty of obtaining em~
ployment, and had been frequently, by sheer destitution, again driven
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to & gourse of crime. The power of the Inspectors to afford relief
in such cases was limited, by the law, to the small sum of three
dollars to each person ; an amount, in many cases, scarcely enough
to take them to their homes, and in no case, probably, eno!.lgh to
support them until they could procure employmﬁmt This had
caused repeated applications to those officers for md-——so_ frequent
indeed, as entirely to exhaust their means of granting it, and to
press upon them the necessity of invoking the assistance of others.

The propriety of rendering that assistance was commended to
the citizens of this vicinity, as mach by their own interest, as by the
dictates of humanity.

"There are now, said Mr. E., 934 prisoners at Sing Sing, 861
males and 73 females. Of this number 496, or more than one half,
were originally sent there from the cities of New York and Brook-
lyn. And the approach to Sing Sing, being mainly through this
City, most of the prisoners from other parts of ‘t.he State, find their
way, on their discharge, to this city in the first instance, and many
of them, having no home to go to, tarry here. Between 200 and
250 convicts are discharged from Sing Sing every year. And that
prison is pouring out upon this City every month from 20 to 25
convicted felons, without money, without character, WilhO}Jl em-
ployment, and without friends, except among the vicious. Discour-
aged and despised, either with a feeling of hostility to the wmjld,
from which they have no hope, or despairing of ever restoring
themselves to the confidence and regard of society, the temptations
o continue in a career of crime are to them almost irresistable.

The object with which they had been sent to prison might easily
be defeated. They had been imprisoned, not merely that the ex-
ample of their fall and their suffering might be a warning to other.s,
but that they also might be admonished to sin no more. And if
when they left their prison, with a sincere desire to be honest, they
could find no means of earning a livelihood—if the fear of em-
ployers and the prejudices of workmen should combine to exclude
them from our workshops, a fearful alternative must be presented—
to starve or to steal must be their destiny, and their relapse into crime
must be an inevitable result for them.

Rt was, therefore, a question, well worthy the consideration of our
citizens, what should be done with these people—whether they
should be left to prey upon the community, and be sent back agai
1o crime and the prisons, with their ber constantly aug ing,
or by timely aid and judicious encouragement, be helped on in th
peth of reform?.

fedd
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It would doubtless be objected—and with the officers of out
prisons, whose vocations led them to look on only one side of the
picture, the objection existed with peculiar force—that many of the
prisoners were old and hardened offenders, on whose professions no
reliance can be placed, and of whose reformation no hopes could
Jjustly be entertained. It was unquestionably true that there were
cases of that kind—persdns whose moral vision was too oblique to
enable them to see the right or pursue it? There was one such
discharged from the State Prison last year, who had been twelve times
committed, and had spent over forty years of hislife in prison ; and
the English Inspectors of Prisons mention the case of a woman
who had been committed one hundred and twenty fimes.

Bt it is a sad error to regard these as justly characteristic of the
whole class. They are exceptions rather than the general roje.—
And it would be found on examination that the great body of our !
prisoners were those where reformation could not only be hoped for, |
but without much difficulty be secured. Thus of the whole nume |
ber at Sing Sing only 335, or about one-third, were over 30 yearsof |
age, and 164 of them only had been in the State Prison before. !

It must be conceded that it was not among such people that the
most promising subjects for our operations were to be found, though
it would be unjust to despair even of all of them. But the great
difficalty with them was to overcome in their minds a settled feeling
of despair, a conviction wrought upon them by their crimes and
their consequences, that no hope existed for them, that it was im-
possible for them ever again to obtain the confidence and suppott
of society—that the mark of Cain was upon them, and they wera
irrevacably doomed to be ¢ fugitives and vagabonds on the earth.”
They keenly feel the injustice of so awful a doom, and the founda-
tion of their reclamation was to be laid, notin physical suffering
inflicted in a spirit of vengeance, but in such encouragement and
support as should convince them that their efforts at reformation
will be met and cherished in a kindly spirit.

But there was a class of convicts, and it was a large one, of whose
reformation strong and well grounded hopes could reasonably be en~
tertained, and to whom our efforts could be wisely and beneficially
directed, And the most skeptical would admit that such would be

found among those who are young in life, who have education
enough to read, who are temperate in their habits, who have com=
mitted only one crime, and been led to that by some such overpow-
eting cause as destitution, sudden , imbecility of mind, or
evil associations,

N
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., ‘The great majorlty of prisoners at Bing Bing, and probably at
| other prisons, would answer that description.

Thus 27 of them were under 17 years of age when committed,
192 of them under 21, and 599, or two-thirds of them under 30:

746 males, or sixth-sevenths could read, and 56 females, or two-
thirds ~f them;

395, or nearly one-half, were of temperate habits 3

515, or two-thirds of the males, and 31 females, or nearly one-
haif of them had never been in jail before ;

127 had been driven to crime by destitution, 41 by sudden tempta-
tion, 14 by insanity or imbecility of mind, and 261 by evil asso-
ciations.

Here then, was a wide field for our operations in which vast good
could be done, and which was in the highest degree worthy the
consideration of philanthropists.

"There were also other cases deserving attention, and he would
mention them.

There were in the prison thirty-one persons suffering under the
disease of mental alienation, twenty-two of whom were in that
condition when sent to the prison. The prison was no place for
sach unfortunates, and there was too much reason to believe that
their confinement there was only calculated to add to and confirm
the disease beyond the hope of eradication.

Often there was reason to believe that innocent persons were some-
times convicted of crime and sent to prison. Of the whole number
of convicts, 168 declare themselves innocent of the erimes of which
they are accused. Some among them may be s0, and it is lament-
able to contemplate the anguish, the suffering, and disgrace to which
they are unjustly subjected.

Among such cases was ofie of a young woman to whom her
mother, on her death-bed, had given certain articles which she had
inherited from her mother, and which in her last moments she had

divided among her children. The father of the prisoner married
again, and the step-mother soon quarrelled with the family, and
when they asked for the things which had thus been given to them,
she had influence enough to prevent it. The convict, determined
ot to lose these mementoes of her departed mother, and in ignot-
gce of her legal rights, availed herself of the absence of her father
and his wife from home, and obtained the articles. For this she
was indicted and sent to the State Prison.
Another case was that of a poor black fellow, who owned a fishing
smack, and for years gave up the produce of his toil to a store-
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keeper who supplied him with provisions and liquor, and pretend-
ed to keep an acconnt of his advances. Aftera winile the negro
began to think that all his labor was for the benefit of some one else,
and he demanded an account. He was put off on one pretence or
another, until winter coming on, and almost destitute of clothin,
he, supposing he had a right so to do, entered the man’s store in h%a,
absence, and took a suit of common clothes. For that he was sent
to the prison, and his prosecutor pted from all
dering an account.

The finale of the story was worth a thought. The
pardoned,‘and for years he had led a most up%ight and exl;:ﬁ:zt;:g
and avoiding liquor was a far better man thian he had ever been, '

Mr. E. mentioned another case, that of a woman who had b;en
sent to prison for bigamy. Upon examination it had been found
that she had fallen a vietim to the arts of an unprincipled husband,
and shfa was pardoned after a few week’s imprisonment. In the
mean time one of her two young da i
e young daughters had perished for want

Cases of this kind were frequently occurin
if society did not owe it to it,s?elf, ﬂsywell as %) *:::seMurn:rtr::i
f}:eaglues', the adoption of such measures as would save them from

e blasting eonsequence: ich i i i

the blas crig} & quences which invariably flowed from a convic-

The many cases of sincere reform which come to the knowl
of all who are conversant with the subj G o

ment to the effort now making. tlech aflord great encourage-

The unthinking were too apt to judge of the wh
amples of return to crime which met t}?e%: view, b:t l:leeal;z)::l:e;fl-—
ed t‘{xat upon examination it would be found that that was the ex-
ception rather than the general rule, and that it was very much in
our power to curtail even that exception.

Thus of the 861 male prisoners at Sing Sing, 154, or one-sixth
had been insome State Prison before; and 11 females, or one-
se:venth of their number: and of the whole number of pex’sons con-
victed of crime in this State in 1842, which was 1291, only fifty-five
had ever been in the State Prison before. So too it had been found
at Auburn, that of 206 parsons who had been kept in view for a pe-
riod of thres years after their discharge, 146 led honest lives, and
co‘t; 143, f\;vho had been watched for a similar period after l.heu" dis-

arge fro " . y A
righgy, m Sing Sing, 100 had during the whole time lived up-

y of ren-
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irresistable that
facts was not the inference
s of oun i i were already saved, and
arge of our convicts did reform— "
1!1&! p::p':? ?ﬂ'sons on the part of society to further their endeavours
ly augment that number ? "
w;';fe l:;?:ctyof iu\:lise penitentiary system was tc‘»f de;ex;s fn;::i " ;
i j form offenders,
' ission of crime ; in other words to re ! r
eomm‘s:;g?m of the j&merican systems, as compared with m:ers,ng
— osebe found that that effect had already b‘een produ.ce , & °
K‘Oﬂi was abundant reason to believe that this beneficial resul
or
tended.
em'llz(:eb:iz che was in this country when prisons \:‘n:r; ;:g;ri:il
aces t; when in order to make tl}em_ a ¢ terro
3251 ” itovfr;:i;]:;t:wince of their officers to inflict suﬁfermgi :;:::
r: iness of prisoners to endure it: whefl the only :;1_ppeaLf hat
e usde was to the passion of fear, the vilest propensity o o
hind ma and when men were expected to be reformed by ait{n:;ng
l“'“'ma:t.their oppressors every generous impulse, and awal ece g
n'ga'mvel‘ best and most active faculties to purposes of resl‘st:ned.m
tb;l; ma.zy other countries the old !y'“?im s:ll c:lt)ltm;z; ]r:;)t s;x; n:e dio
tent which once prevaile: when the )
:;e az?:ste:caﬁ'old surrounded by executioners and crowde w::
i :i:xs—when seventy thousand people perished by §h§ hal ‘;ertade
e in one King’s reign, but still to a degre_e W}}lc wef s (:1 -
;Tn::zvery hope of reformation, save that which is foun on
hysical suffering. . .
“msg::: :frepnz:;, in a great measure the prisons of G‘rre:; l;m;;:;
rison reform has had a much slower progress han
“e::,dpthe old abominations are still to be found, while in ou'r
::::wtry & new era has, within this century, dawned \:ﬁog :VL:: 1;21::
! i ernmes
far and new forms of prison gov *
‘enmpted sifl:v’g’ich moral means are more regarded th.an physt;::l
;:r?se. in nineteen of our States, the prisons are estabh§hedl on the
Anburn plan, and in three of them on the Pennsylyama g an.mis
A comParis,on of the state of erime in tl:xese countries, where s
diffe cs in prison discipline exists, vice not only shov.vs ushi o
good”ll!:at has Slready been done, but opens to us afield in w m:
indeed the harvest of humanity is great, and where we may reap
an abundant reward in saving those who are lostiso5 0 1541, the
"Th Treland, during a period of 36 years, from, . 2[)’795
coftvietions for crime swelled up from 3,600 a year ,796,
showingan increase of 600 per cent. in that time.

gyt
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from 1805 to 1842,
9, or an increase of
that time having in-

they swelled up from 4605 in a year to 31,30
nearly 700 per cent.: her population during
creased about 60 per cent,

So that in the British Empire,
government have Prevailed, wit
scaffold and penal colonies, loat
fering, crime has increased with fearfy] rapidity in comparison
with the increase of her population,

Let us now turn to another picture.
ten States of our Union, the modern systs
fully obtained, and we shall find in thy
ly congratulation for the Ppast, but, abidi;
future,

In Maine, the average number of convicts for 1.
1837, was 80: for the last two years
there diminished one-quar|
25 per cent,

In Vermont, the average number for 25 years,
100; for the last two years it was 69 showing a dimination of
one-third, while Ppopulation increased 20 Per cent. in ten years,

In New Hampshire, the average for ten years, prior to 1837, was
73 1 for the Iast four vears it has been 88, being an increase of one-
fifth, or about equal to the increase of population. -

In Massachusetts, the average for ten years, prior to 1827, wag
298: for the last four years 301, scarcely a perceptable increase;
while the Population increased 18 per cent. in ten years,

In Connecticut, the increase Was about commensurate with the
growth of population: the average for nine years, prior to 1§38
having been 191, and for the Iast three years 206,

In New Jersey, where the Ppopulation has doubled in 40 years,
the progress of crime has been as follows : In 1838,163. In 1839,
160. In 1840, 152, 1n 1841, 151, In 1842, 137, In 1843, 155,

In Penmylmmia, (and he was able to speak of her Eastern Peniy
temiaryonly,) the average number of conviets from 1836 10 1842 was
387 : for the last three years it was 345, and her Population hag
Increased one-third in ten years,

ryland, the average for five years, prior to 1838, was 381 3
for the last four years 297, and population has increased one-eighth

In the following named
ems of our country have
€ comparison, not mere-
ng encouragement for the

3 years, prior to
it has been 54, Crime has
ter, while her population has increased

, prior to 1837, was
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i btless owing to &
of this diminution was dO}l toa
a m:t ly:\;“ v:'hi:hmwed a certain class of convicts to be sold into
recel
A last 43 years has been 55: for
inia, the average for the las v |
1 :l;e?r;g;?;:; to 1823, it was 72: for the last year 52. Population
el J
i ent. in ten yeais. . _
chndmaseglzl?J'ef:r;ark, the average {for six years, prior to 118‘.{31 s wai
5. and the last four years 1484 ; an increase of only w‘; tpe
ot ’da ring a period when the population increased 25 perhce “.m !
ce!;t. :uldgbe well to extend the comparison. 'In Englar!d, t e\:as i
ber :\; persons arrested and confined in prison for crimes
follows :
In 1836,
In 1837,

99,127.

78,345 males, 20,782 fomales. 110,95.

85695 .. 24400 .. . uogs,
In 1838, 86,485 - 22%@% . 139:388'
110,792 - - , k
o t;;:xz:iurinw’ seven years there was & regular increase t:cil:lzl i:;
o nt. a,m; extending to the awful degree of aKmo; ome
ot cl:() ’f the population. And of the large nurpber tha vore
em'resvm’};e:l in01842 there were convicted, exclusive ;f Z'):alnaz;ons of
: i 160 inhabil 3
gam 209, or nearly onein every 1bu
e—lt;-‘WS; szz)zie’azs of making this comparison compl.ete, fz:a:‘;:.
o o:v et adopted in this State a perfect system of Pns':; e
h.ave\‘: t 310 have progressed so far that we can a.pp]rc»x;34 e
Pt " clusion : thus in England, the convictions m'l o s
H_ght w'!:n;——su.eh for instance as in our State are pumshed_ y; 3,2,
T ement 1 the state p\'isons—-amounted to 31,30?, or one in o a‘y]r
ﬁnemen}: . ople. While in New york the convictions foxj sil a
zg'o:ois eill;PleSE‘Z, were 1291, or one in 1808 offﬂ;le pop;‘ila;g; o
20 the i i 1811 of the po, N
victions were one in every € . .
:}i?utgh;:ir(x) years, from 1830 to 1840, our population had increase
51&?1;30‘} the number thus convicted in 1842, in this State, 350, or
more i irth
_fourth, were of foreign birth.
Th:h::l:;:ﬁ:o‘:\ ca’n be carried still farther. In lingl(alncd‘f?i,cstii
ber arrested an
uarter of the whole num n <
& nﬂ: i(:xnf:ﬂ were recommittals, be}ng about onein :Z;;y“ :%m :
o por ulation %Vhile in this State during the same ge;tm&
ol po? rwommn. ittals was only one in every 5300 inhabi s, - our.
e n'thbu& jelding to the temptation to stop and congra e
le and xr country upon this auspicious state of things, 7

Total
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be allowed to pause a moment and ask, as pertinex‘to the matter int
hand, what has produced this extraordinary difference ?

Making all due allowance for the improved state of the English
Police, though after all that is confined mainly to a few large places
for the peculiarly penal character of her game, excise, and revenue
laws, we shall find that it is in a great degree to be ascribed to Tem-
perance, Education, and our Penitentiary Systems

"This is not the place to discuss the progress of Temperance Re-
form, but no man can deny that it has in this country been indeed
eflicacious in arresting the progress of crime.

And as to Education, one fact tells the whole story. Of the
139,388 arrested in England in 1842, 39,566, or nearly one-third,
could not read ; while of all prisoners at Sing Sing, one-eighth
only cannot read, and of the whole number of convictions in this
State in 1841, one-sixth could not.

But beyond all doubt, the great agent which has been at work to
produce these results has been the mild, the humane, and the just
spirit which has been infused into the Penitentiary Systems of this
country.

The Systems existing amohg us are known here as the Anburn
and the Pennsylvania plans, but abroad they are spoken of as the
“Silent System,” and the « Separate System.” Between these two
an active contest is going on here and in other countries, but the
rivalry is a glorious one. It is not a contest which shall be most
successful in tormenting fallen man—most ingenious in inflicting
suffering upon him, but which shall be most triumphant, by their
appeals to the better principles of his nature, in leading him back
to the path of virtue and reform.

Two Societies now exist in this country advocating these differ- : .

ent plans. The Boston Prison Discipline Society has lately issued

its nineteenth Annual Report, from which valuable paper many of
the facts already given have been drawn. 'That Society has worked

a great good in this matter both here and abroad. The Philadel-’ '

phia Prison Society has existed, with a brief intermission during '

the Revolutionary war, since 1776, and the interest they feel is | '

manifested by the fact, that their delegation is now present heartily
ce-operating with us, and welcoming us as co-laborers with them.

‘We can form a Society too. Not like them, wedded to any particu- | i

Y
\

lar system ; we can select from both that which is wisest and best,
and like them contend earnestly which shall be most successful in
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attaining the grept end in view, the reformation of the criminal, and
al

ith it the diminution of crime. -
Wl:;lur efforts to this end must, however, depend very greatlz ::n .
the government of our prisons. if so conducted, on the on y

i isoners as will afford opportu-
as to allow such intercourse among pris e doabttal, or "

i ici t the goo
ities for the vicious to corrup ¢ f
;‘::med by a resort to animal suffering, and app:als oix‘leuysg lt:xn
i effort at reform must be ser
baser passion of fear, every at T el
i itl rations for repentance,
for instead of exciting aspl e -
geegzd ;’)risoners forth from their confinement smarting ur;de:‘ :s :e‘:ar
of injustice and oppression, and incited to wage a reien
iety. . ed
“P'c;lwsoozbjgctions were made to our Systemns, which as khe,y zize;lc:i o
their reformatory influence, were deserving a moment’s
em;;:gl;ixe Pennsylvania plan was objected its tendenc_y to e;ns:,lt‘;li et:se;
ind. Few could endure utter solitude long continu h, al o
‘:;'lall' those who were condemned to it abruptly from the r;n:ﬂched
ing excitement of a criminal career. And as that plan app!

1d the danger of destroying the minds sub-

clusion, so wou 2 nb-
':ha:ecslew it be’more or less imminent. 1t could, however, be im-
jec!

d, and such modifications had already been adopted as 1enr vz
PI‘OVS n’leasure to obviate the objection, and at th.e same flme %:'es e
;{;:B at and invaluable advantage of g:ua.rdmg a}galqst the xelt e
bothg;side and out the prisons which arise from imprisonme
co%r::; Auburn plan was objected its cmeity' and harshness. VtVre
have lately seen this objection made by an Italian, one o£ a: hcotex:! uzv
where prisons are dungeons dug beneath the surface o 11 e oo m;

from which the light of Heaven, both morally and physically,
to be carefully excluded.

And the British Inspectors of
ability against the introduction o
i '?;i;hfbjzzzii had unfortunately too much foundat}on. ;h:a :gea
has prevailed for years among the officers of our prisons, tha X ey

%e governed in no other manper. But the public has oni zrh :

::’i;lt conception of the extent to which it has been ca.l'{xfe:ilo:v :d he

abases which have grown out of it—-ab\fses which i hoS L
H +3ne will throw serious impediments in the way of the Soci y.
| hich i posed to form. Many instances of the gxtremx
! ty to which this harshness had been pushed, had come to his know-

Prisons argue with earnestness afxd
f our system into that ‘Empire main-

1§y if o

ledge, but he would mention only one or two. He had seen in a |
Report of the Legislative Committee an account of a prisoner who i
had been severely flogged for attempting to escape. 'The man :
availed himself of an early opportunity and plunged into the river
and drowned himself.  After his death there was found inscribed on
his bunk this terrible legacy to his cruel tormentors :—

«To whom it may concern. I cant stand to be ﬂogied. to Day I Die. first fare-
well all my friends now am unwilling to own that such a vile outcast you ever new
I would not but for the flogging that I canttake I am sorry for what is happened but *
alas it is too late

1 thank Mr for his kindness to me since I have beenhere tell Mr ‘
not to be so fond of punishing his fellow creatures he will have to give an account .
sometime. feed the molatters & show mercy g N

»

Another case was that related by a convict who had been pardon-
ed for his good behaviour, and whose conduct in and out of the
prison gave abundant reason to rely upon his veracity. His relation
was in these words :—

e
« T will relate another case, that of a crazy man, (colored.) The diabolical and cruel
( treatment which this man experienced exceeds every thing that can possibly be
imagined or conceived, There is not the slightest doubt on my mind as to his insanity ;
he was certainly raving mad; he used to sing all night, and make such an uproar and
noise in his cell, that none of the prisoners could sieep, or get any rest. I saw him
brought down two mornings running for punishment; the first time I cannot say what
number of lashes he received, but if was enormous ; there were several keepers stand=
ing round, who took turn, and turn about, to whip him, (two at once,) one standing on
his left side, with a very heavy whip having cight lashes attached to a handle perhaps
two feet long; the cords were very large, nearly as thick as a line used for hanging
clothes on, the ends of which for about two inches were bound with wire. This in-
strument of torture did terrible execution, drawing forth streams of blood every time
it was applied, but this was nothing compared with the whip used by the keeper who
stood on his right side. He was lashing the unfortunate wretch, in the most inhuman,
and ferocious manner, with a raw and twisted cow hide, as heavy as a large sized riding
whip; every time he struck the whip appeared to adhere to the body, and in forcibly
drawing it back again long strips of skin were drawn away with it, which hung like
long rags over the poor wratch’s body ; the flesh appeared to be cut and torn away, the
blood, running in streams from his shoulders downward, formed a large puddle under
his feet, in which, in the agony of his dreadful sufferings and pain, he wes jumping
about, splashing the blood upon all around him, They continued lashing him in. this
manner a full hour, or perhaps longer, When taken down he was washed in brive
and locked up in his cell. We heard no more of him during the day, but at night ha
commenced singing again, and continued to do so all night, as he had done the night
previous; they brought him down again soon after day-break next morning, butas soon
as they attempted to tie him up he resisted in the most violent manner, and his strength
Was 80 great that a dozen of them could scarcely hold him. To tie him up to the usual
place of punishment was impossible, they therefore procured a very thick cart rope,
tied him to a post in the hall, and cut and lashed him with one end of this thick ro’pv;
which remained loose, for more than half an hour. This rope must have been a full
half an inch in diameter, and the inhuman and fiend-like punishment, which these
butchers, (for 1 cannot call them any thing else,) inflicted, exceeds in ferocious cruel
every thing that can be imagined. Hisshrieks and cries were horribleand truly heart
rending. I pray God that I may never hear such cries, or behold such di ‘misery
again. The poor wretch never spoke after he was taken down, and I understand he
died in a few hours afterward, but I am not certain whether he did or not. A1l I kmow
is that he was never seen or heard of by any of the prisoners afterward. When the
punishment was over I saw several of the keepers as they dispersed; their clothes,
hands, and even faces of most of them, were sprinkled and smeared with the poor
fellow’s blood. A stranger might have taken them for butchers, and so they were,
butchers b ing to a human h . I have heard he died under the lesh,
but do not know it to be so.”
—l
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To such an gxtent had this mode of government proceeded, ever:
since his connexion with the prison, that three thousand lashes had
been inflicted in one month ; and when such extreme severity had
been objected to, the answer was—*it is necessary” Some of the
most experienced officers of our prisons had been found among the
advocates for that necessity, and he had, at one time, resolved not to
continue his connexion with an iostitution where it was necessary
for him, even impliedly, to sanction such tremendous cruelty. But
believing such a mode of government was brutalizing to the officers,
injurious to the convicts, and destructive of all hopes of their re-
formation, and convinced that no such necessity did in fact exist, he
had continued in his office in the confident hope that a radical
change in the mode of government might be successfully adopted.
The experience of the last six months had fully justified the hope

During that time the experiment bad been tried, and it had been

found that as the use of the lash had diminished, in the same pro-

portion had offences against discipline decreased ; and one or two

bundred lashes now took the place of as many thousands. He
trusted that the sound of the whip would soon cease to be heard
within their walls, and with its departure and that of the shrieks
and groans, the looks of gloom and the feelings of despair which
followed in its train, would vanish the objections which were so fre-
quently made against the cruelty of the American system of prison
diseipline, In the State of Maine years had passed since the whip
had been used ; and in the prison of Connecticut, which under its
present able direction was justly regarded as the pattern of the sys-
tem, its use had been almost, if not entirely abandoned, and due
efforts wonld produce similar results nearer home.

Baut this reform, though important, and promising soon to be com-
plete, was by no means all that could be done toward reclaiming
prisoners. The further reforms demanded, and which would re.
quire Legislative aid, could be comprehended in two words—
CrassiFicaTION AND INSTRUCTION ; not the imperfect classifica-
tion attempted in some of the British prisons, according to the crimes
committed, nor instruction confined merely to their moral and reli-
gious duties, but that which should separate the hopeful from the
incorrigible, and elevate the mind and improve the understanding-

Two errors prevailed in regard to prisoners. One was the harsh
netion of ding the hardened and irreclaimable, as characteriz-

ing the whole class, and condemning all for their sakes to enduring
degradation. The other was that sickly sensibility, which, because
of a few distressing incidents, looked upon all as deserving of com-

/8‘«/‘f

passion only. There was a ¢
alien to both these extremes,
place of ease, nor yet as a },)
only, but as a house of Tepent
be taught the useful lesson th;
and that virtue is sure of its
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Omimon sense view of the matter, alike
which did not regard a prisol’l asa
lace devoted to purposes of torment
ance, where the most hardened might

at the way of the tran, ressor i
reward here and hereafir. " s herd,

To plain common
) ) sense a classificati i

e 1 ) on would re; gges

If; into the innocent, the irreclaimable, a d th b '

Our duty to each class Wf;i{widel d‘ﬁ," et el ocen
e g y difierent. To the j

owe it, that they should be Protected against the con:a:i?: i :

- . ation

18t the dire necessity which oftimes com.

fuge from starvation, To the irreclaima.

their evil example.
should always be open
ever trave] it,
that vindictive i

punishments should p infli
Vengeance belongs to the Cr, ot tom
€an never be dealt on

» however faint the Pprosp.

eator, and not to mere mortal man, and
]

: t by us without i
; arming fo; i
sides, the worst Ppassions of our natyre. //g e oniet on bt

The third class, ho i
weve i
the regards of suéh a Socil;t‘ys, ot i rould e s

they often b imi
de 3 1 become criminal
condltgn of education and sociel
Spectable, but within i

the in:
found sens P
ing.»
the sy

, while in amore favorable
ty they would have continued re-
nee of bad example th, i
o ;l;clha;:: aolt:t:n p}ll'oﬂlgate, always selﬁshpand :e{f-:(:::ll:’
c W chapter in hu i .
. . man life be o;
awakenei!;ni which must follow the evil lives theyll)xe;a:iedvs,:)wn
oy i ¢ ;lm a due sense of thejr fall, and of the dyt . h"11
il e:l:iel[ves and to soci ty, let them be helped o{: Zl :;:h
> 3 et us, by onr tj i 1
felgsl 1::1:? the honest man ’anjt’i ttlx‘: gzgliitaiinconven e convieted
© this class, particular] i |
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]l? 0. Dr. Johnson well remarks, that th . W_hﬂem
itle o o , € present occupies but

our time, it is most] engaged wij i
and anticipations of the fumyx"e‘ i eclletions st
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In the lifo of a convict in our State Prison, this is most especially
true. The tame monotony of their daily avocations—their employ-
ment in labor whieh yields them no profit, and which possesses for
them no interest, take from the present every thing that is attractive
to their thoughts. 1f driven back for refuge upon the past, «recol-
lection at hand " raises before them only in the image of a life mis-
spent. If they fly to the future they can only anticipate a return to
former evil habits, or the endurance of a severer punishment in the
degradation and want that is sure to follow from the crimes they
have committed.

Once, Mr. E. said, when he was admonishing a convict that he

must have better thoughts, the emphatic answer was « where shall
1 get them?” Sure enough, where could the poor fellow get them?
Turned away from his mother’s house at the early age of four years,
wandering about the streets of one of our large cities, until the
watchmen conveyed him to the ‘almshouse ; after a few years re-
sidence there, bound out to a hard and griping master, from whom
he escaped by going to se3, and after a while herding with the igno-
rant and depraved, he at length found himself in a prison, where all
intercourse with his fellows was strictly prohibted, and none allowed
with his officers, save such as might be necessary to compel him to
perform ‘his daily task, where indeed could he get beiter thoughts?
Nat from books, for no one had ever paused te give him the key
which should unlock to him their Tich treasures. Not from the
teachings of early life, for no parent had watched over his infaney
to instil into his youthful mind lessons of virtue and wisdom. No
wonder then that he had three times found himself an inmate of a
State Prison, and when admonished that all his thoughts were bent
upon the gratification of his animal propensities, he should ask in
amazement « where shall Tget better thoughts "

+ To substitute for such a condition of things, some training which
shall furnish food for their minds and open to them new views of
lifo—and of their duty to themselves and their fellows—which
ghall; by proper instruction, awaken in them new aspirations for
virtue, is a high and solemn duty which society owes to itself, as
well as to these, its erring members.

1t isby these views the officers of the State Prison have recently
been: governed, and as far as was within their power, without Legis-

Iative aid, they have carried them into effect, thus far with the hap-
piest results. In the prison for femal where cir have
allowed more general application of the principle, in & partial
clansification and daily instruetion to the prisoners, an entire change

[eqd
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ix‘as t,:ken place, and that which was once a scene of ribaldry, riot
lasp ,and even bloodshed, is now the orderly, decorous, i:'nd ;
trious workshop. The most abandoned croatures’on their e’ oo
fa'll at once into habits of sobriely and order, and as] imt'lmuuce
vlrtu_elhave been awakened in minds where, hi,therto t}f.e '110118 o
pensities have reigned with undisputed sw;,y. ’ it
Nay', it is found that this system of instruction is the most
:;f;:ll mlitn:;lnem of discipline within our reach, and is more eﬂ"eg)i:;
all other appliances to boot in preserving i
f)bedlnence. .And why should it not Ik‘)e so? "1‘1(::::2:2:&?;“3:5
:; :t;:;n lliI;Sl:ntglf) ‘::?il()yxn% to the prison the principles upon fvhich
untry are governed, To the i, i
world, and to many of these prisoners to whom n g?iorm't e
ever yet been vouchsafed, our laws have been like :he ucah'on o
zy_rants -of old inscribed on the summit of a colus e e by
hlss sullbde;f on‘.;; by. the punishment inflicted for[?l?;;n;]f:xix i
0\ uch being the important effects of a system which aims, n :
:}:;Z :ln_fhvcvt:l?:hofs:zlbutwe pain upon the prisoner, but at his ;efg:n:f
P s not to convert .his prison house into a den of
ot b,emnd b‘etgates shall b? mscnbf:d the injanction to leave all
pope o k 1 to make of lf.Aa penitentiary, where the lost ma;
, and where to the penitent offender hope may still dawx{

with its cheering i ject i
] ght ; the subject
with fts cheering ; ject is worthy of our most earnest

Aj i g
nd now havlng trespassed upon the time of the meeting far be-
s

yond his intention when he aros w
) e, Mr. Edmonds said he (
conclude in the language of one who had written but too Iittl:uol: -
4

this subject. ‘

«If st i i
uch views are yet in advance of the age—if we cannot brook

the i o .
g:;:ed::so;;l:ormgg two tl_lmgs Aapparently naturally linked to-
rwlabi ’e.an retnbu}nve pain directly inflicted, we have no
Tt hour 2o the wing when the great truth il be pr
, e wing when the great truth will b -
hiﬂ:na:;;::’i]:iflei’i Dt::t zlldle Author of Nature has con:tilt:::d
; o the supremacy of the moral pa
g:::_tl:l ;nleal—of the law'in the mind over the law i: t:: :nl:::
comamaad wh ;nl :" human institutions will take a character in ac-
. rtine ?; truth‘z} truth old in Scriptare but new in
ongth o brea—dthe most important in its height and depth, and
By ond bread —the most all-pervading in its application to
o s, here and hereafier, that has ever dawned on phi-
phy—which the most advanced student of the relations of social
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wan will find the load star of his course, steer he whithersoever he
‘will into the moral universe, and alike his torch search he wherever
he will into the secret shadows of life and human motive—at once
the telescope for the vast and the mi for the minute-—the
blood with which the heart swells and the extremest capillary beats
—the Kingdom of Heaven within us—the essence of Christianity—
Good will to man.”

The Resolution was seconded by W. H. CHANNING with the
following remarks :— o

Mr. President, in advocating the claims of the Society, which it
is proposed now to establish, whose threefold aim, of aiding such
persons as are detained for trial to obtain exact justice—of reforming

Jedy
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ful citizens. And finally it is seen, that the most powerful influence
to awaken in the abandoned self-control and self-respect, is an ex-
pression of confidence in their capacity to regain charactet and an
honorable social position. In a word, the Christian law, of over-
c?mi.ng evil with good, is becoming every where superior to the
vindictive spirit, which brands with life-long infamy those who
have once erred. The wise statesmen, jurisprudents, and philanthro-
pists‘of the day, are consulting as to the best means of removing all
capriciousness and tyranny from the administration of criminal law.
It is necessary, that the violator of the peace of society and of indi:
vfdual rights should feel, that impri with .its d.
disgraces and miseries, is the inevitable consequence of his own

the criminal while confined—and of giving him encourag
and opportunity to lead a virtuous life when released—must recom-
mend it to the thoughtful and humane, I will offer the following
obvious-yet important considerations :—
1. The formation of such Societies is called for by the present state
of reform in the treatment of criminals, throughout Europe and
in this country. Since 1776, when the Philadelphia Society for
alleviating the miseries of public prisons, so won the sympathies
of Howard, that he said, «if I could form such a Society in Eng-
land I would give £500.” The whole of Christendom has undergone
a revolution in regard to the end and means of penitentiary disci-
pline. Stimulated by the success, which has attended the two great
experiments, made in this country, of the Pennsylvania and New-
York Systems, and by the favourable reports of Commissioners spe-
cially appointed, or of travellers attracted by philanthropy—Eng-
land, France, Germany, Switzerland, ltaly, are rivalling each
other in this humane work, and advancing with an efficient zeal,
which promises to leave us bebind. The hulk and the dungeon
will soon be buried and forgotten with the instruments of torture
of barbarous ages. By common consent, prisons are to be changed
from places of torment to houses of reform. The almost
1 power of kindness, wisely and steadily exercised,
to quiet the most ungoverned in mind, has fed observant men
to reflect, that similar influences are also best fitted to subdue
the intractable in will. Love, it is believed, will prove to be omnipo-
tent in relation to the morally, as well as the mentally insane. It
is seen, that terror is insufficient to deter from crime ; and that a swift
and certain, yet not abitrary nor cruael justice, is far more effectual.
Again it is seen, that the surest protection of Society against the
evil disposed is to make them good, to convert felons into use-
'

I ‘. ds, not the effect of spite. Social order will be preserved
Jjust in Fhe degree in which it appears, that pure justice, untainted
by p_amz\lity or personal malice, protects the interests of all classes,
all individuals, equally and inexorably. Now to complete thi;
_chnnge_which is taking placein the public sentiment of Christendom,
in relation to criminals, such Societies as the one proposed are in:
dls[.)ensable. ‘The wrong-doer must be treated, and must see that
he is treated, from the moment of his arrest till his release, with hu-
manity ; he must be convinced, that the interests of his f;llow—men
demand his exclusion from society until his character is amended
and that the end of his imprisonment is to enable him to refor .
and thus to atone by future usefulness for past injuries. The pr;:;'
that such Societies are needed, is found in the fact, that they are
already commenced partially or wholly in several countries of Eu-
rope, and that applications for the formation of the proposed Society
h_efe have met with universal approval from our wisest and best
citizens, The preparation of the public mind makes this movement
timely, and ensures its success.

2. A second consideration to be urged in favor of such Societies
atises from the conviction, fast becoming general, that the commu:
nity is itself, by its neglects and bad usages, in part responsible for
t?le sins of its children ; and that it owes to the criminal, therefore
aid to rgformA The foundation of this conviction in fac]ts becomes,
more evident, the more we look into the causes of crime. Statistics
a‘iready cf)]lected are instructive upon this point, and the results
:h:Sa g:::;ned are bome' out by most affecting histories, 1 invite
et ‘:‘:i :’fe fhe meeting for a few moments to this subject of the

Tht? ﬁv:st and most obvious cause to be mentioned is an evil
organization derived from evil parents. Bad germs bear bad fruit.
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‘Every Physiologist, every Judge and Magistrate of any experience,
-every careful observer knows, how are the ill i of
this tremendous lew of descent, by which crime is transmitted by
depraved tendencies. In many of our penitentiaries may be seen
the father and his sons, the mother and her daughters, brothers and
sisters, side by side, for similar offences, and this in cases where,
awing to separation, the cause must be found not in bad training,
but in bad propensities. There are cases where for generations
certain crimes run in families. The child of the licentious, the in-
temperate, the dishonest, the violent, begins life with excessive or
defective passions, with a wayward, wilful, perverse temper, with a
virus of bad dispositions working in the system, which will break
out in the contagious ulcers of vice, unless cleansed away by a
healthful moral influence. «Iowe my thievish propensities, I verily
believe,” said a poor creature not long since at Sing Sing, “to the
sgate of my mother’s mind before my birth.” Physicians give us
numerous cases, where disease brings with it irresistable tendencies
to particular crimes. Why should we doubt then these well known
facts of the transmitted taint of vicious and irregular desires? Does
society owe no duty of protection to these helpless creatures, cursed
from birth with the fatal inheritance of pareatal depravity 2 Should
th eybe left to the working out in injurious acts of this poison in
the blood? Are they to have no care extended to them, till a vile
life proves that they cannot take care of themselves? Surely they
need a preventive influence spread around them by society from the
first, to purify away what is bad, to strengthen what is good, and to
shield them from the temptations beneath which they are pecu-
liarly liable to fall. And if owing to the incompleteness of social
relations, such compassionate care cannot be given in early years,
at least when they have through crime come under the control of
the laws, a social guardianship should be extended to them. Such
beings should be confined in prison, not to be tormented, but to be
cuted. The penitentiary should be a moral hospital for the mo-
rally infirm. .

A second most obvious cause of crime is orphanage, desertion,
imperfect education, and even training in vice. Facts are conclu-
sive evidence here. In Great Britain, in the year 1838, among

34,475 inmates of prisons,
13,600 were children,
2,075 were under 14 years of age,
1,039 were under 12.
‘What scenes of misery, neglect, ge, utter aband , would
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the biographies of these children spread before us! Amidst what
an atmosphere of curses, and ribaldry, and deceit, and fraud, and
drunkenness, and sloth, did these liitle ones first stumble into life !
By what blows and burdens were they crushed! By what multi-
plied obscurations was the light of reason and conscience dimmed !
Again take some facts from the last report of the Eastern Peniten-
tiary, Philadelphia.
Among 156 convicts then in prison there,
14 had been orphans at the age of 12 years;
10 had a father only in early life;
26 had a mother only ;
143 received no religious instruction ;
144 never attended Sabbath School.
Again, of 1778 conviets,
214 were under 20 years of age;
414 knew how to read only ;
491 could ncither read nor write.

Such statistics tell at a glance that early neglect was certainly, in
part, probably in great part, the cause of after crime. Is society
merely to punish, and brand with disgrace, and cast out as unwor-
thy of membership, beings who have thus already been more sinned
against than sinning, in that their better powers of heart and head
have never been called forth? Does it owe them no opportunity of
cultivation and discipline? How many thousand children, in this
metropolis, to.day are there, well endowed with intellect and will,
yet prematurely sharpened by want in their wits, hardened by suf-
fering to indifference, helpless, almost homeless, inured to shame
and degradation, lurking in alleys, hanging round dram shops,
driven out to beg and pilfer, with all their passions growing rank
and ranning wild, training in the public school of villainy, to com-
mit deeds which will consign them to the Penitentiary ; who, under
good influences, might fill stations of usefulness and honor. Is so-
ciety in no part responsible for the failures of these orphans, these
oftentimes more unfortunate than orphans? Allow me to relate
one anecdote that illustrates the effect of early neglect to produce
crime.

A boy of unknown parents was bound out, from the Alms-ho:
as an apprentice. His head, cc , all indi d

uncommon force and intelligence. But the master, instead of ap-

Preciating the destiny which Providence designed for the child,

thwarted his desires for cultivation, and kept him to the most

narrow round of drudgeries. The boy grew moping, dull, discon-
5
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tented, and at last resolved to run away. 'To procure the means he
stole a desk, thinking it doubtless contained something of value,
and was taken in the act of examining its contents. He was sen-
tenced to the State Prison for two years. Observe now the charac-
ter of the child thus twofold a victim, first of cruel parents, next of
an unfeeling master, thus early branded with disgrace. The very
day he was released, without revenge, full of confidence, with open
hands and open breast, he went to the family of the man who had
been thus instrumental in wronging him, as to a home. Was aboy
like that intended to be a criminal 7 And how was he treated by
one who having injured, however unwillingly, should have fostered
him? ‘The master let him go. He let him go, marked as a felon,
a friendless outcast. If thus in early years, the heaxt is tampered
with, what wonder that it hardens amidst the cares and temptations
of life into vice. Such a Society, as the one proposed to night, is
needed to awaken a new feeling of compassion for neglected youth,
and to repay those who thus fail and fall for the want of early care.

Any Governor or Inspector of a prison knows, that a large pro-
portion of the convicts are of a stolid, heavy temper, unintelligent,
simple, foolish. Their better natures are frost-bound and torpid ;
they need to be broken up and tilled, and laid open to the warm in-
fluences of Heavenly and human love. Society owes them the
debt of culture.

One other cause only, among the mauy which may be found in
the condition of those who fall into lives of crime, have I time to
mention. It is the want of an encouraging social position. It is
rare, that one blessed with a good home, with confiding friends
around him, with avenues to honorable employment open, and ap-
pealed to by the hope of usefulness and happiness, becomes vieious.
In such. cases we instantly feel how much guilt is aggravated.—
Criminals are for the most part those who in youth and early man-
kood have been left to associate with the idle and thriftless, and have
never been trained to regular employment. We seldom appreciate
how easily, if left alone, unsustained by worthy example, uncheered
by sympathy, without the pervading pressure of social conscience
and good manners, without the excitement of religious, refined, in-
telligent acquaintances,we might become lawless and perverse. Want
of these inestimable yet mighty restraints and motives, prepares the
way for gradual self-abandonment. Slight deviations, uncorrected,
hurry the transgressor into a rapid downward course. ‘Without
good friends bad associates are welcomed, as giving food to the social
affections. ‘Tempters ensnare the inexperienced, who have no
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guardian hand to guide. ‘The spirit ¢f mere adventure entangles
the careless into a web of vile associations, from which there is no
after escape. 'The sight of evil, asby contagion, awakens the desire
to commit evil. Innocence and native generosity imperceptibly
give way to the cunning and impurities which the selfish habits of
the world instil. The unfriended become the misanthrope. How
many a young man in strauge cities, far from mother and sister,
how many a husband far from wife and children, poor, perhaps
dependant, took, almost without a thought, the first step in that path
which ended in the gambler’s hell, the plausible deceits of the forger
and counterfeiter, the extravagances of licentiousness prompting to
dishonest gains. A few statistics will exhibit this notorious fact,
that want of good social influences is a prolific source of crime.—
Of the
156 persons already mentioned in the Eastern Penitentiary,

18 ascribed their crimes to bad company ;

46 lived at taverns ;

18 were licentious ;

49 were occasionally intoxicated ;

91 were unmarried.

In how many of these, and similar instances, might one good
counsel at the right moment, one retreat in which to escape from
temptation, one wise friend, one steady influence of good have
averted years of deepening crime? Now grant that all such failures
show an original absence of moral principle and integrity, which
deserves the expression of social indignation, and the stern infliction
of legal penalties; yet the study of the causes of the crime may
lead usto itscure. Regular hours of labor, firm yet gentle restraint,
the training to useful modes of industry, above all, the assurance of
a kind and faithful social sympathy to sustain their efforts to regain
character and station, are the natural and the only means of restor-
ing these fallen brethren and sisters to uprightness, Will any cne
say, they deserve no pity—that reform is hopeless—that the only
course is to crush them with severe punishment while in prison—
and when they come out to load them with contempt, pelt them
with insult, deprive them of honest means of living by suspicion,
persecute them out of every hiding place, and so push them head-
long into ever deeper crime?  Let such remember, that « Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy ;” and that our daily

prayer should be “ forgive us our sing, as we forgive those who sin
against us.”
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3. 'This leads me to the third and last consideration, which 1
would now urge in favor of the proposed Society. It is, that the
attempts already made to reform criminals, and afterwards to sus-
tain them, have been attended with the most gratifying success.—
I have just heard an anecdote from one of our Philadelphia friends,
who this evening are present, to show their sympathy in our move-
ment, which briefly and affectingly teaches the trae principle of
Prison Reform. An Inspector of the Penitentiary was conversing
with a conviet, (who had already been in other prisons), as to the
comparative good influence of different modes of treatment. ¢“Ah,”
said the man, « it seems to me there never was but one judge on
earth who understood the right treatment of criminals.” The In-
spector looked at him inquiringly, as if to ask whom he meant. « It
was the Man of Calvary,” answered the prisoner, as his eyes filled
with tears. The «Go! and sin no more,” had sunk into the heart
of the condemned.  « Sin no more,”—that is the spirit in which to
meet criminals ; and it is of mighty power to renew the prostrate
moral nature. In the most fallen ave the remains of good.—
The antiquary expends a fortune to disinter from the ruins of ages
the relics of art, some hand or limb of a statue, some urn or vase,
some coin or medal, and prizes it as of inestimable value. Un-
speakably higher is the skill which can set free from the rubbish of
evil habit and association, the buried, but not lifeless, energies of

goodness.

1 have been lately at Sing Sing, and feel bound, on this occa-
sion, to bear testimony to the good which has been accomplished
there by persons inspired with this confidence in the possibility
of restoring the evil by consistent justice. The faithful labors of
the Chaplain and Matron, have been crowned with most encoura-
ging results. In the womens' prison, where the experiment has
been most thoroughly tried, it it surprising to learn, that the most
tarbulent and fierce have been softened to penitence, and earnest
aspirations for a life of purity. And how has this been done? It
has been done by the presence of cultivated, high minded, energetic
women, who have devoted themselvesto rebuilding in these ruined
creatures temples of holiness and love. They have won their con-
fidence by the sincetity of their sympathy. They have reawakened
hopein those, who, under the memories of their own debasing vices,
and the contumely of the world, had utterly despaired of themselves.
«Can no charige be made,” said one of the prisoners, “in the de-
graded name of Conwict, by which we are called, and which makes
us forever feel the smart of our origin ? Since you ladies have come

leuy
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here, we are a reformed people. Please call this a House of Re-
formation. Then we might hope to be relieved from our disgrace.”
Surely, delicacy and sense of character are not dead in suchi hea;1
as that. The one thought, with a large majority of the pisoners,
1s—~‘f l}ow can I, when released, secure an honest livelihood wher;
suspicion and ignominy will not follow me.” Hence, the résnrt to
ﬁcm.wus names. The cases are so frequent, in whic’h a prisoner,
leaving the Penitentiary with the best resolves, and entering im(;
regular and respectable branches of industry, ﬁr;ds himself exl;msed
betrayed, and instantly cast off, and so forced to herd with the vile’
and to resort to crime for mere subsi , that they b ho, -,
less as to the possibility of success, and recklessly give themsel::s
up to a seemingly fatal destiny. Some of them are brave and
resolute enough to say, I will take my own name go the ver
Place where my crime was committed, and there prov; b; atiencz
in well doing, that T am a new man.” But we must Z(ﬂ bla
h'ar'shly those who lack such moral courage. Society, in ‘its unfomlff
giving sternness, is more to blame oftentimes, for (h,e relapses of
criminals, than they are themselves. He d;serves our highest
respect who has sufficient force of character to live down merit:d re-
m'.oach, by a steady rectitude. Beautiful instances there are of such »
triumphs; and one that 1 have heard is so striking that it deserves
to be repeated here. 'The prisoner referred to, learned while in
confinement, the art of shoe-making, and determined when he came
out to establish himself in the neighborhood, and as it were, und
tk.le shafiow of the prison walls. He hired ay shop, and ul’u hf«f
sign, with these words for his motto—¢« Live,and Ie,t ]ive53 Htl: -
tempted by the bad, who hated his honesty, slighted by. the g::);s
;\::‘T"co:}d 1?3 }ll)_elieve in his virtues; but strong in purpose, h;
P y. orked his way to success, secured a good business, hired
ol W-prisoners, as they were released, for journeymen ; and once,
111:-;::‘:’,;:}]:“ (l%y a change in administration, the old k;eyers wer;
That s j(s) aoheitz !0(]);( some of them to stay at his own house.—
Systems, sach Char.acte; under our present imperfect Penitentiary
: can be developed, what might
if’ thorongh exertions were made to c etiods o s
sion from the eons el e to convert these periods of seciu-
At Ponomne , into seasons of mental and moral discipline ?
moral and relit;igzzri:;?znfc(i?;ntwo ; onportan: ‘week Pttt
Jeotual 1o g i , an oipportu.nmes for general intel-
. provement; and out of 436 convicts, there were but 20
WhethCould not read the Scriptures. Can any one seriously question
er such a mode of treatment is not better fitted to restore the
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conviet sound, and in his right mind, to the world and to his friends,
than the maddening and degrading tortures of the lash? All
but the few, who are by birth and long habit moral monsters, and
others, wore than could be at first credited, who are actually im-
becile, might be recovered by the influence of faithful, just, judici-
ous, merciful teachers. Now such a Society as the one proposed,
is needed ; 1—to ensure the permanent establishment of the re-
formatory system in our penitentiaries, amidst all accidents of change
in administration ; and 2—to produce such a spirit of humanity
and justice in the community at large, as will “lift up the hands
that hang down, and the feeble knees, and make straight paths, lest
the lame be turned out of the way.” 1 move, sir, the adoption of
the Resolution.

The Resolution was then adopted, and the Chair appointed the
following gentlemen as the Committee : Isasc T. Horper, Wn.
C. Russer, Tureopore SEDGEWICK, Lewis H. SANDFORD, and
Joun L. O’SurLLivan.

HUGH MAXWELL, Esq., rose to call the attention of the meet-
ing to what many present had construed into an attack by the gen-
tleman who first addressed the meeting, (Mr. Edmonds,) upon the
conduct of his predecessors in office. Mr. Maxwell begged the

ing to suspend their judg on that subject until those per-
sons could be heard ; and he appealed to Mr. Edmonds’s generosity
not to permit such an impression to exist in regard to those who were
not p to defend th 1ves.
Mr. EDMONDS, in reply said, he was much obliged to the gan-
tleman for the suggestion, for it might be, that in his earnesiness
in aiming only at the object for which the meeting had been called,
he had not been as guarded in his expressions as he might have been.
If, however, he had committed the error imputed to him, he could
not sufficiently express his sorrow, and at the same time his thanks
for the opportunity offered him for correcting it. It would be found,
however, he trusted, that he had not committed the fault, for all
who had heard him would bear in mind that he had been particu-
larly careful, when speaking in langunage of condemnation, not
to mention a name or place, or even a date, except one, and that
referred to a period when he was connected with the prison, and was
himself, as its chief officer, more responsible in the matter than any
one else. Nay, so careful had he been, that when he rehearsed the
i on the suicide’s bed, he had omitted the name of the

insenp

keeper referred to, though he bad understood he was dead, and
could no longer be injured by it. 1t was systems, and not men, that
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he warred upon ; end believing fro,
¢ g trom the botto, i

;}::, :?;::::, ;n; z[:rueity which }iad been deemed nel:egsfa:‘ylsfol:i::, —
B rornment c'bsgmso_ns, \vng in the highest degree injurious tgn;d
Dby ners in rl;]ctmg their reformation, he had intended t o
lic to render tlha? should enable him to appeal to an enlighte do ub.
1o Ay e eir aid in overturning it.  After repeatin h'ne Do
Mr. Maxwell for the ©Opportunity which he had oﬂ'eretgi o;'sutxl;;?h
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criticising the merits and defects of the Prison Discipline of this
country, a subject upon which the Americans are justly proud,
from the fact, that they have taken the lead in its improvement, I
shall not do it in the spirit of fault-finding, but with the expecta-
tion of suggesting still further improvements. I defects exist in
the prevailing Penitentiary Systems, it is not a matter of severe cen-
sure ; for infallibility is not to be expected in the conduct of human
-affairs.

We must, acknowledge that there are other benevolent means
calculated to operate as preventives of crime, such as a more general
diffusion of education among all ranks of the people, employment
of the poor, habits of temperance, and similar measures, more
effectual than the reform of prisons and of convicts; but the latter,
at all events, is worthy of our serious attention, while the former

_ may be left to the care of other societies.

The deep interest taken in this country, as well as in Europe, in
penitentiaries, is to be attributed to the belief, that by means of them
the moral reformation of the criminal can be effected. Religion,
humanity, and civil order, point out the object of all punishment.
Crimes militate against divine and humon laws, yet if their punish-

ments were cruel, the mode of punishment would but increase the
By the introduction of a punishment which, while it afflicts,
also improves the criminal, we approximate nearer to the realiza-
tion of justice, and oppose, in the spirit of Christianity, good to
evil; for an enlightened conception of the principles of justice
would dictate the necessity of avoiding in the treatmoent of conviets
Punishment is made more certain if it is
mild and reasonable, for then a jury will not shrink from the
responsibility of giving their verdict according to evidence. Brute
force can have but a short period of existence in a civilized society.

evil,

all unnecessary cruelty.
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A government compelled to oppose its enemies only by physical
force, would soon lose that moral power by which governments
can alone be effectually sustained. The true end and design of
government is legal security, which can not be preserved without
the controlling force of criminal law. The power of the criminal
law depends upon the approval of public opinion. The law must,
therefore, necessarily be so reasonable that enlightened public
opinion can approve of it. Every member of seciety is personally
interested in the due execution of the criminal law, because every
one desires to be secure from injuries to his person or property.—
And every person, therefore, even from selfish motives, should take
an interest in this subject. But there is a higher reason than this.
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‘While in Europe such men as Beecaria, Howard, Romilly, and
others, have had the merit of disseminating correct views on this
subject, the people of the United States have the higher merit of
attempting to carry them into effect, and by actual experiments, on.
a large scale, for the amelioration and reformation of criminals,
they have proved that men, although criminals, are to be regarded
bya civilized society as human beings capable of reformation.

Two Systems of Prison Discipline prevail in this country: the
Auburn and- the Philadelphia, or the Silent and Separate Systerms.
‘With the former we are more particularly concerned in this State 5
but the latter is entitled to our serious consideration ; the experi-
ence afforded by both being highly valuable. Both Systems sepa-
rate the convicts by different means: the Philadelphia System by

means of bodily separation in partitioned cells ; the Auburn Sys-
tem by enforcing silence during the day, and separation during the
night. Many persons are shocked at the idea of baving the pri-
soners separated, and say, that society has no right to inflict such a
punishment. The idea of excluding any individual from the society
of his associates, seems, it is true, very severe, and, to sociable and
sensitive dispositions, revolting. But itis necessary that the pri-
soners should be so far separated from one another as to remove
each prisoner from the contaminating influence of others. ‘While
society exercises the right to punish criminals it should not corrupt
them, and it would corrupt them if it did not prevent communica-
tion among them ; pecause men of a similar character, by coming
in contact, would but impel one another in their career, S0 that not

only the less criminal would be corrupted by the more criminal ;

but even the most criminal would gain in wickedness by mutual
contact. I, thevefore, society would not subvert the true objects of
punishment, and expose the convicts to the danger of becoming

¢ more depraved, it must separate them. Both Systems have, there-
fore, been correct in their design of separating prisoners ; but it
seems that the means which they have employed to carry out this
design, have not been equally correct oF successful.

"The desired separation has not been fully attained either in Peni-
tentiaries under the Philadelphia or the Auburn Systems. The 4

conviets in the Philadelphia prisons have communication among

themselves, through the openings for fresh air, through the win- §

dows of the cells, and through the apparatus for warming the cells,
&e.; end in the prisons of the Auburn System, communications
also exist, by signs and other means, among the associated prisoners:
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sensible that the Matrons have nothing in view but their good.
With such a managable body of persons, strict discipline is kept
up, without recourse to severe punishments. 1 shall speak later of
the other mentioned defect of the present system, of hiring the
convicts out to contractors. The Philadelphia, or Separate System,
on the other hand, has a dangerous effect upon the mind ot a great
number of prisoners, as 1 shall subsequently show more fally.
The Solitary System will Tequire reformation, and demands the
most serious consideration. 1t seems applicable onlyto a short
term of punishment. The danger to the mind of the prisoner is
much increased in those prison buildings which have no yards for
the exercise of the convicts; as for instance at Moyamensing,
Pittsburg, and Trenton, and in those where sufficient mental instruc-
tion is wanting. Exercise and useful mental occupation are of the
utmost importance in preserving the bodily and mental health of
the prisoners. It is an act of cruelty to cast out into the world
discharged convicts, whose health has been sacrificed, or whose
minds have been permanently impaired in prison! Too much
stress cannot be laid on this point. 1If the conductors of those
prisons-effect the separation of the convict, while they deprive him
of the only mitigation of his sufferings, exercise in the open air,
and in order to force him to penitence, bury him for a term of years
in a small cell, in which he is entirely excluded from the salutary
influences of exercise, the open air, and the warmth of the sun,
so necessary for the support of life, they make that punishment so
cruel, that it will frustrate all attempts for the moral improvement
of the criminal. Morality is the result of free will, and will
not be produced by force or enervating confinement. Can we ex-
pect to find a strong resolution to withstand the temptatioos of vice,
in him whose powers of body and mind are gradually sinking
under the weight of indescribable suffering. Moral health is in-
timately connected with physical health; and a mind languishing
under the debilitating influence of close solitary confinement, is soon
deprived of that healthful energy upon which so much depends in
the cultivation of the moral feelings and sentiments. If all danger
of escape, while exercising, can be avoided by means of yards, as

at Philadelphia, why should we deny him, whom we wish to im- 3

‘prove, an influence so requisite for health, and for the development
of the moral feelings?

The criminal has, by his transgression, sacrificed the rights that
belonged to him as a citizen, and society may therefore justly de-
prive him of them; put if by a mode of imprisonment, it should

Gy

(':\esm)y his mental and physical health, it would not seem like &
just administration of the law, but should be regarded as a cruel
torture. 'To such treatment even death would be preferable.

1 cannot conscientiously withhold these remarks, sinc.e the;
relate to t.he moral and physical condition of hundred; of criminali
not only in Europe, but also in Pennsylvania and in New Jerse

Refarfnatifm is the avowed object of Penitentiaries, and mayx’;
persons in t'hls country and in Europe, have supposed, t’hat it coulg
be accomplished by separation, as well in the Philaydelphia as in
the A.uburn' System. But this is an erroneous impression. Evil
may, in thls. manner, be excluded, but reformation will. not b
feﬂ‘ected. 1t is at variance with the nature of the soul, that mo 9;
1mprovgmef1t can be produced purely by mechanical’ me:ms——:;z
separation in a solitary cell, or through silence enforced by the lashy
No instructor would think of using such means for intellect 1
cultivation. Wise men have sometimes retired from societ G
order to undergo self-examination, or to derive consolation fo S:’h i
m!Sf!?I(llnes; but their seclusion was voluntary, without :vhiill:

nothing moral can be accomplished. These co,nvicls however,
are not couﬁneq by their own will, but compelled by zi decree o’f
fz:::z.orl?nmerln}g the Penitentiary, as many of them do, with no
oral impr s d to direct their mi
Ef;iiz when tax}gxble thi.ngs are found to give them empllrc;;:i:?:’
ve misrl;yfto dictate theu.' course, t-heir idle moments may naturally’
B enitor vague feelings and {rrregular thoughts; and if the
ea ¢ d?s wnzgc: sh?ul.d find place in so _disordered a state, it would
ony vermn ;;f their mental wanderings, as to be incapable of
higton do rem eh ect. They need moral and mental culture in a
Bl benevgo lzen ttfe'm :it has yet been pr_zssible to afford it to them.
difonly, e l)nen s of fhese institutions have, with the greatest
Stmctgr’for n 1 le to .obta}n the appointment of but one moral in-
P heta; Pemtenuary, where there are usually more than
cconpied dgu t undred convicts; and this single instructor is also
A eg.ng the week in preparing his sermon for Sunday. 1f
Qangen of th fect t!le reforma}lon of the prisoners, and avoid the
o oaring & sell}'l mmtti‘s becf)mmg qull. or distracted, we must not be
o suchgmem eretofore, in fu.rmshmg the means of instruction,
the. pach me tal training as will fanable them to read to advantage
oot o | da _are put into their hands. Their suffering is the
betore m1lmng the first weeksvor ! hs of their imp .
bl | y are accustomed to their situation, and it is, therefore,
ghly important that they should be immediately enabled to. em-
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ploy their minds during their leisure moments, 1t is evident from
the reports on the namber of refractory prisoners, that much more
remains to be done for reformation. The result, as regards refor-
mation, is less favourable than was expected.
if we cannot expect a general or moral reformation, we should
at least afford them the opportunity of again becoming useful mem-
bers of society. 'I'he present instructors fulfil their duties most
faithfully, but it is evident that their time is too limited ; and, on
the other hand, the contractors use the convicts only as money-
making tools, and therefore they must work so unceasingly from
sun to sun, that the clergymen at several of the prisons, in different
States of the Union, have complained to me, and justly too, as T am
convinced from my own observation, that there was foo little time
for moral reformation, and too absorbing a desire of gain. 1t will
be, therefore, an essential improvement to abolish the castom of
hiring them out to contractors, and so to limit the hours for work-
ing, that some time may be afforded for instruction and reforma-
tion. By abolishing the system of contractors, it will be possible
1o sell the manufactured goods of the convicts at a fair competition
in the market. By such a measure, the monopoly held by con-
tractors, which interferes with fair competition of mechanics, would
cease. If contractors do not enjoy the monopoly of the cheap,
good, and uninterrupted labor of convicts, and ifthe prison produce
38 sold at a fair competition in the market, no complaint can be
made; for the convicts, had they been free, would have been
obliged to labor, some in manufactories or trades, some on farms, to
obtain a subsistence. Because they did not labor, but gained their
tiving by criminal means, they bave been imprisoned ; and since
they now labor, no one could complain, if their employment by
contractors had not injured fair competition. If the latter is not the
case, the penitentiaries stand like manufactories, which, if the con-
viéts are not as now overworked, cannot undersell mechanics, since
“every business carried on by the State, costs more than private.
The Penitentiaries exchange the value of a part of the surplus of
their labor for the raw material of the surrounding country, and
give their profit to the State, instead of giving it to the employer of
a factory. No one complains of an employer and his factory labor-
ers, but every one calls them useful producers, increasing the
wealth of the country. s
" Tf some time could be afforded for instruction and reformation,
. and'if the reformation of the convict could be effected, society
wotiid be beneSited even in a pecuniary point of view, as it would
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be less subject to depredations upon it by unreformed criminals, let
loose from prison, only to begin again a new career of crime: I
would suggest, that instruction should be communicated during
the wgek to the prisoners by means of lectures, delivered to them
mornings or evenings. By this means both Systems would be freed
from some defects, and the means of moral culture greatly increased.
’I'h_e value of any system depends not only on the certainty with
which convicts are excluded, without severity, and withont inju
to their health, from evil communications with each other, but priz
cipally on the fidelity with which the administration ofst,lch a sys-
te.m_favors the cause of virtue. The wardens, instructors, physi-
cians, matrons, and keepers should therefore be selected v;ith the
greatest care, and kept during good behaviour. They should not
be_changed with the changes of political parties. This changing of
prison officers for political reasons, is one of the greatest of existin,
evils, and should be immediately reformed. The prisoners musgt
be often visited by the Inspectors, and, from time to time, by inde- '
pendent official visiters, to prevent abuses or unauthori;ed treat-
me\?t from the hands of the keepers. Without such a vigilant su-
pe.rmtendance, emanating from the people, prisons of any system
will be necessarily converted into places of torture, for unchecked

power wi}l be abused, and no one more requires a salutary check,
than a pnso:.l»keeper, who has the disciplinary power over a num:
ber qf convicts, who often provoke him, and who will be toe often
sustained in the infliction of urnecessary cruelty by the prejudices

or despotical disposition of many men. Without sufficient vigi-
lance by' the people over the execution of the criminal law, prisoils
may easily be converted into a kind of Bastille, and the ::ouvicts
treated as slaves of the State. 'Where this watchfulness is wantin;
th?. greatest cruelties may be practised within the walls ofa prisoi’
wnh_conﬁdence and impunity, 'This danger isincreased in a com-
mum!y, wher.? the rich may easily escape imprisonment by giving
iecumy or bail, and where conseguently they feel but little interest
for the ngjklls of the poorer classes, who are compelled to undergo
Incarceration, when accused of crime before trial. Vigilance in the
execution of the law, is as necessary as vigilance in the enactment
Dv{‘s‘?;mb.]i laws. The old maxim ought to be ever remembered :
thlaétn;he mild’ r:ion'd' “ tib - seﬂ‘;it' lez. Here I may observe,
dolphin to a mmlstmufm of the Eastern Penitentiary at Phila-
o , is more to be ascribed to the humane and benevolent influ-
ce of the Quakers or Friends, and of its officers, than to the
Separate System of that Penitentiary. This System c&;uld easily be
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converted into a means for the most cruel punishment, on account
of its y, if suchab tand vigilant influence and super-
vision was not exercised by the Quakers, and by the people in
general, 1t could be made to equal the torture of the Inquisition.
No prison system works itself; it must be conducted by good
officers and inspectors. 'The history of all prisons in all countries,
and among others of la maison centrale de Fontevrault, and of
Hagueneau in France, where the Silent System is introduced,
proves this fact. They were praiseworthy under good officers;
they are now cited as very defective under inefficient overseers.
At Montpelier in France, on the other hand, the female depart-
ment of the Penitentiary exhibits a high degree of perfection,
because its administration is highly reasonable. A reasonable
government is the soul of a prison. It is of more importance than
walls and dungeons towards perfecting a system, whose highest
aim should be moral reformation, and not solely mechanical labor.

The experience gathered in the field of prison reform has so
much increased within the last few years, as to render a more com-
plete criticism a task toe great for the space allowed for an address
like this, and I shall be able to say but a few words on the most
recent movements regarding the reform of the prison discipline of
Europe, an account of which may be expected from me.

The liberal minded King Oscar of Sweden, has recommended a
careful examination of the Auburn and Philadelphia Systemsin his
work “on Punishments and Prisons,” laid before the Legislature
of Sweden, in the year 1840,

England has begun to introduce the Auburn System in West-
minster Bridewell, and other prisons; and the Philadelphia System
in the new model prison in Pentonville, near London. But it has
improved both Systems, by an amelioration of the diseiplinary punish_
léx:t:, and by a greater care for abundant instruction. In West-
‘minster Bridewell they have divided the convicts into manageable
numbers, in order to control them without cruelty. In the
model prison in Pentonville, near London, which as well as the
former, I visited last year, and which has been constructed under
the superintendance of the justly celebrated Messrs, W. Crawford,
‘W. Russel, 1. G. Perry, Inspectors of the Prisons of Great Britain,
and of Major Jebb, the ‘prisoners are provided with a great
number of exercising yards, they receive during the week moral
and other useful instruction, in a common chapel, by a number of
teachers; are visited by their friends once in three months, and
remain only one year and a half in prison, are then classified ac-
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cording to their behaviour in three classes, and transported to
different places of New Holland. All these arrangements are
made in order to diminish the danger to the mind of the Pprisoner,
which exists in the penitentiaries of the Philadelphia System, bu;
as yet in vain; seven cases of halucination have occurred there
during the last year, (during the first year of the existence of the
prison,) in spite of all ameliorations and improvements of that
System.

_ In Prussia the benevolent and intelligent King takes the liveliest
interest in all measures calculated to improve the moral condition
of the convicts.  After an interview which I had with his Majesty.
Dr, Julius and myself were invited, last winter, to present om:
views upon Prison Discipline to a section of the Cabinet at Berlin.
The subject was debated, and a plan which Isuggested, was adopted.
The details of the plan are briefly the following. I proposed a
combination of the good features of the Philadelphia and Auburn
Systems, uniting with them some improvements :

The Houses of Detention for persons during trial, will be con-
structed after the Separate System, as existing in the model Pprison
u.t Pentonville, near London, (with a sufficient number of exer-
cising yards.) It being seifevident, that persons committed for
trial should be kept separated.

The State Lunatic Asylums will receive those persons who
have committed erimes while in a state of insanity ; and it becomes
'the dl_xty of the Judge presiding upon the trial of persons, whose
Insanity is satisfactorily established, to direct that they be sent
forthwith to the Lunatic Asylum. By this means, abuses under
the plea of insanity can rarely occur. '

Th‘e Penitentiaries will consist of three divisions. The first
on principles similar to the Philadelphia—the other two similar to
t‘he Auburu System.  The last of the three divisions is to be ame-
llo{a.led, so as properly to prepare the convict for his return into
soclety. Female convicts are to be kept in distinet prisons.

The cells of the first division will be built after the model of
those of Pentonville; a sufficient number of exercising yards will
be provided.

'I‘_he cells of the second and third divisions will be built more
Spacious and healthy than in the penitentiaries of the Auburn Sys-
tem, a.nd each workshop will contain only 20 or 25 men, so that their
Superintendance may be more easily managed. 'The prisoners in
the§e two latter divisions will be divided into classes, according to
their character, so far as that can be ascertained, and according to
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their health and age, and will be employed during the day, and
geparated in their cells during the night. The prison at Hartford,
Connecticut, and the female department at the Sing Sing State
Prison, satisfactorily establish that under such a regulation the
Auburn System can be much ameliorated and rendered more
effectual,

"The prisoners of all three divisions will have every day one hour
allowed for exercise ; those of the first division in separate yards;
those of the other two divisions in the common prison yard, march-
ing one after the other in different circles.

There will be in each prison a chapel with partitioned seats,
similar to those in Pentonville, for the service on Sunday, and for
instruction on other days. The prisoners of the first and second
divisions will receive one hour’s instruction every day, and those
of the third will receive more, according to circumstances,

Each conviet will be during a short time in the first division in
a separate cell, in order to give him opportunity for reflection ; but
since separate confinement is dangerous to the mind, it will be left
diseretionary with the physician and officers to remove those pri-
soners, in due time, to the other divisions, whose health seems to
require it. Every prisoner has it besides in his power, by good
behaviour and diligence, to be advanced into the second and third
divisions. In this way there may be united at last in the third divi-
sion the best convicts, who give proofs by their conduct of their
reformation. Such a prospect is necessary, for it is the hope of a
hetter condition, which makes a hard situation endurable, and which
encourages exertion for the purpose of advancement.

The fear of being placed back in a separate cell in the first divi-
sion, on account of bad conduet, will be sufficient to sustain order,
withoutthe severe bodily punishments of the Auburn System. The
indicated classification in the two latter divisions will, besides, faci-
litate this object.

By the establishment of these three divisions in each penitentiary,
the punishment will receive such a flexibility, so that it will be
possible to avoid the objections of the Philadelphia and Auburn
Systems, when each is carried out by itself, and by this means it
will become possible to unite the good features of both.

The greatest care will be taken in the selection of prison officers :
the ‘Warden, Matrons, Physicians, Instructors, and Keepers; for
the spirit that will prevail in the prisons, and the good to be
effected, will principally depend upon the intelligence, firm cha-
rgcter, and humanity of those persons. All these officers will be
sppointed during good behaviouy, so as to give their whole interest
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to the institutions, and to secure the great advantage of their ine
creasing experience. In order that prison officers can have an indi.
vidual influence upon the conviets, the number of the prisoners in
each penitentiary ought not, if possible, to exceed 300 ; but no fixed
number has as yet been agreed upon. 'The convicts will be under
the control of Prison Inspectors, among whom are to be included
physicians ; and the time of imprisonment will be much diminished
in comparison with former punishments,

Finally, for the purpose of giving employment to discharged
convicls, factories will be erected, and farms assigned ; and the
hope is entertained that by these means a great evil, the liability of
the criminal to relapse again into crime, will in some degree be
prevented.

By employing discharged convicts who are destitute, upon farms,
or in factories, the means will be afforded to them of leading honest
lives, The effect of punishment at present destroys the prospects of
the convict after he has served out his term of imprisonment. The
ignominy of having been a convict follows him wherever he goes,
and he will not be trusted. People usually will not employ him,
and even if employment be given to him, those who are required
to labor with him, consider themselves contaminated by his pre-
sence, and make common cause against him. ‘Thus it is mainly
after he has suffered his punishment that the real hardship of his
sitnation begins to be felt, and he is driven back to crime from ne«
cessity.  This is an evil which government should do something
to remedy. If this effect be produced by punishing him, it is in-
cumbent upon government to do something to counteract it. Not
merely from humanity but from interest, for if the resalt of punish-
ment is to convert an offender into a confirmed and permanent
transgressor of the law, it may have been better for the interest and
security of society that he had never been punished at all. To
prevent discharged convicts from relapsing into crime becomes
Pherefore asolemn duty on the part of government. A duty which
ll.owe§ to society, and which springs from the very necessity which
givesrise to the institution of government.

I.t is objected, that discharged convicts laboring together in fac-
toFleé, or on farms, will become acquainted with one another ; but
this is not a serious objection. Itis to be remembered, that prison.
ers become known as such by their public trial; that they have
communications, and know each other in prison, and that, when
discharged, and returning to their former home, they are knowa to
have been in prison. The question is simply then, whether as dis-
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eharged convicts, they shall be left to destitution, or whether they
shall be aided in leading honest lives under some sort of control ?
H by employment in factories, or on farms, the incentives to crime
are diminished, and the stimulus to honest industry increased, cor-
ruption is less to be feared ; and it may be avoided in some degree by
the necessary imposition of silence during the working hours. The
safest way for reformed discharged convicts is, openly to acknow-
ledge that they have been imprisoned ; by this means they free them-
selves fromt the influence of other convicts, and Tegain casier, by
their candor, the confidence and sympathy of the best class of
the community. No contractors will of course be allowed in those
factories, by the same reasons that have been enumerated. All the
profits of labor are to be divided among the persons employed, and
they could, under proper direction, comfortably maintain themselves
by their combination of labor in factories and on farms.

Those discharged convicts who find employment elsewhere, are

of course at liberty to follow their own choice. But if the dis-
charged convict does not choose to employ himself in un honest
way, and returns as a refractory convict to prison, it proves that he
is incorrigible, and ought to be sentenced to imprisonment for life;
and it should be reserved to the pardoning power to release those
only who may be entitled to it by good conduct. Such a measure
may appear hard, but it is the duty of government to establish secu-
yity of person and property, and to protect the peaceful citizen
against the depredations of unreformed criminals. Bither society
or the eriminal must suffer, and it is but just that the guilty should
suffer. 'Theincorrigible eriminal is unfit to live in a civilized com-
munity, and he should be excluded from it. Accordingly prisons
of the following plan are to be destined for their reception :—They
will resemble the above named second and third divisions of prisons,
but the enforcement of silence will only exist during the working
houts, and in their leisure morments the prisoners will be allowed to
converse in the presence of an instractor or keeper, with the pro-
hibition of conversation on those subjects which would have a
dangerous tendency. By ,this means all unnecessary severity will
be avoided, and the true end of the law attained.

For farther information upon this subject, and particularly in
regard to the arrangements which are to be made, in order to pre-
vent the danger to mental health, which exists in the Philadelphia
System, Irefer to a work on the penitentiaries of the United
States and Great Britain, which my brother and myself have pub-
lished in Germany, under the auspices of his Majesty the King of
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Prussia; I will take the liberty however, of calling your attentio
to the n}edical part of the work, wherein my broﬁher states, thal:
cases of insanity have occurred more frequently in prisons, v,vhex
sepatate confinement has been adopted, than in prisons arra;wed oe
adifferent plan ; establishing this pesition by extracts frombublil(:
documents, and showing that the numerous cases of men[t)al de.
rangement which have been observed among conviets confme(i
separately, are not to be ascribed to self-abuse, but that separate
confinement itself is productive of insanity, or ir: other WordIJ th:
the uneducated prisoners, who are possessed of vivid imagin:;icnat
or'en(}owed with strong passions, suffer in many instances fr -
being isolated and alone, through fright, anguish, religious scru 1°m
&?. &9., so as to bring on mental derangemex’n. ?n connexpies,
with thlslscatement it will not be regarded I believe, out of pk e
to give h{s views on the classification of prisoners ’in confoll?r:?te’
in the main, with my proposals on the subject. He,sayS' «In col Y
mderat-mn of the ends of imprisonment, such as we are justiﬁed ?r;
expecting with regard to moral improvement, as well as to th
health of the convicts, I am of opinion, that none but those r‘e
soners‘should be kept in separate confinement, who would exertp "
obnoxlt?us influence upon their fellow prisoners, who however :“
suspepnble of reform by means of education, &::. under this moé:
of imprisonment. I deem it therefore advisable ’not to subject to
separate confinement those convicts ; first, who are believed (g) hav
reformed ; second, those whose state of health suffers from se, arate
c.o-nﬁu.ement; third, those who are condemned for life. Thisp clase-
;lhiadm;n appears to me as patural as it is necessary, since it is
founded upon the difference in the moral education, in the health,
and in the nature of the crimes committed. If se‘parate confin, ’
ment should be introduced in Germany, I am convinced the neccz-
sity would soon become apparent, of employing at labor in commox;

B those prisoners whose bodily and mental health required it.” ¥

;:;)ar:s:}\fggjﬁthesef extracts with one of his suggestions respecting the
conﬁnel;.ezr: o convicts : “.It is necessary 1o fix the time of separate
oo in :ac.h case individually, so as to leave it at the dis-
ol e Ip ysician, anfl otl'ler superior officers of the prison
e what period 0? {rr}prlsonmem the convicts should be
ansferred from the first division to the second. 'The term of im-
E;"!,sonment .should al.qne l?e fixed by the Court.” I omit the reasons
given for this proposition in the work.
mel\/{.y brother’s views on the infl of separate on
ealth of convicts, are corroborated by more recent works on




this subject, by Swiss and French writers. Monsieur M. Ch. Lucas,
speaking of the unsatisfactory Tesults of the Separate System, intro-
duced since 1834, in a prison at Lausanne in Switzerland, in regard
to the moral reform and the health of conviets, cites these passages
from a Swiss work: © After a conscientious and intelligent trial of
silence and solitude for nine years, thirty-one cases of mental alien-
ation and numerous cases of recommitments have been observed,
which are but so many facts protesting against the Pennsylvania
System.” ‘Monsieur Lucas then remarks : «Who is the author of
this work? Dr. Verdeil, a member of the Great Counsel, Vice-
president of the Counsel of Health, and Commissioner of the Pri-
sons, who nobly coming forward to fulfill his duty as an honest
man and a Christian, exclaims: After such facts, is it not necessary
to modify this system? As for myself; although once zealous partizan
of a system, which would, as 1 was assured, regenerate the corrupt,
and intimidate the disobedient, 1 was among those whe labored
for its introduction; but secing NOW my error, { feel it to be my
duty to make known its faults,” &e.

In France the reform of Prison Discipline has been debated before
the Chambers, and before (he Académie Francaise, the beginning
of the year 1814, in the most open and searching manner. At
the conclusion of the debates, the Chambers adopted the Separate
System, only for the Houses of Detention, but not for their Peni-
tentiaries ; and before the Académie, Monsienr Lucas, who is among
the most eminent of that body, has, as 1 perceive {rom a letter, and
a work which he has done me the honor to send me, advanced
views similar to those I had suggested i Berlin ; but M. de Tocque-
ville, so well known in this country, adhered more closely to the
Phyladelphia System. In the excellent and lucid work of M.
Lucas, and of M. de Tocqueville, entitled, «Exposé de 1’ état de

la question pénitentiaire en Furope et aux Btats Unis,” M. Lucas
shows that separate imprisonment has produced iusanity, and
corroborates the opinion of Dr. Verdeil, by copious extracts from
reports made by the physicians of the Philadelphia Penitentiaries,
and from statements published by private individuals in the United
States.

After the brief review of some of the merits and defects of the
existing Penitentiary Systems of this country and of Europe, itis
apparent that much is yet needed in the way of reform, that reform
should be effected by adopting only what has been good in formex
experiments and for the rest, making the proper attempts to im-
prove and complete them. On the way of experience We must
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practise long in rough experiments, i
, until at last the di
e};mgnts are b_rought to act in harmony. Every philnntr(l)s?tv o
11: ering the improvements already introduced in Amefi: i
r urope;‘must rejoice at the progress humanity has made, sina a;‘xd
I;meI vlvwen' Beccaria, Howard, Sir Samuel Romilly, S’ir Gce e
aul, abx]lt_)n, Count Vilain, and cthers, who are 7to be leolrzge
upon as the pioneers in the work of prison reform drenied o8
visionary enthusiasts. form, were ridienled as
‘When we look back u i
/ pon history, and observe h
" ow slowl -
I,x:'xoamxty has struggled onward through the long lapse of Zhll.
un\:,hr:{my thousands of wretches have been le?t to lanauis}g;e's,
on im;sizmrey du}:geoﬂs, to be racked with excruciatintrbtonurle:
aginary crimes, and to perish negl i
for i neg ected and unpitied ; h
e yhﬂr:,x;o;:)em pers(;)ns from the undiscriminating venggance ’of :h‘:
) een made to suffer all the ies o
v 0 s he penalties of guilt, it i
:;I;xeg:lo reflect that civilization has advanced so ffr ;Ist,u:td,s con.
srat m;ztmetyen the gv?ilty are worthy of consideration, th:tmloln_
man losi Lons are yielding to the tolerant spirit of Cl;ristianit“-
and becon; rtn; :; mild towards criminals and to inhuman beings .Z)’
a empt even in punishing to i ’
‘ 1 to impro:
e g prove them.
?nczrcemﬁ;u;:annyﬁlb%ut the last to feel its influence has beelz: ::::
on. He has violated th i
Jheatcerted o He the law, and it has visited hi
pirit of justice than of s
e n ] ! of vengeance, It has soug|
s bava;l slevanon than to punish him for what is past. H::l:dlel:s
somptingt ec&)mfz natural enemies. The lash of the kée er i o
. N i 3
cmwmc{nz e;rmlmstered for its good, but its stripes are bypno rsnelz.re
they cmm:t sﬁfz:e;l;tsi They may reduce him to obedience b?:.
en his heart, or exalt hi ’
e oo 5 X is moral nature.
g im it has been s
hirn aver upposed necessary first to d
T
- r; calculat:celrzr r:eans employed to reduce him to subjectioef :1::
oot ot e o destroy every virtuous emotion within him, The
callous, and }'; :.nﬁ? of prison discipline is to render hin.m more
is & i
more dangerons. ey t;gia;m g\st :p;n society he has become a
> 3 randed a: i i
g hl: f;ellow men, and from ity, a ocsmaity e hJe lsfhuuned
a feeling of retaliatio y . —
but (0 play & more ot n, he preys upon them in return. He retumsl
bocones o o ot exi ended part in the drama of crime. Crime has
usiness and a desti s
o o S anc ny. lts hazardous pu: i
excnemgrnatluir:ezn to his mm}i. Like every unma.tumlp r;sel:r:slso;
peite, and x),e p;3comes zssemxal to the cravings of his diseased ap.
; unges deeper in gui i i i ¢
from fntercoures. wih mow l}); o thgullt, until he is again shut out
, by further perpetual confinement, The
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object of Prison Disciplineshould be to raise the falien wretch, to
correct his progress in the incipient steps of crime, to prepare him for
his return to society, and it him to enjoy its blessings. The most
degraded criminal is not insensible to kindness or sympathy. The
very fact that he does not meet it in his prison, nor receive it from
the world, drives him to seek it among his accomplices in guilt.
Perverted as his moral being has become, he but obeys one of the
strongest impulses of nature, and the very impulse that weds him
to crime would, if properly directed, become a means to raise add
restore him. He should feel that the virtuous part of society sym-
pathises in his fate, and takes an interest in his regeneration.

To know how, or in what manner to approach criminals, to
use the means by which their better feelings may be acted upon,
and to exercise those influences by which their moral nature
may be cultivated, are subjects yet before us. The improve-
ments hitherto introduced have had reference rather to the strue-
ture of prison buildings, the most efficient organization for the
purposes of manual labor, and the best means of securing and en-
forcing obedience. They relate rather to the government of prison-
ers as a mass than as individuals, with different habits and different
characters. A wide field is therefore open for the labors of the phi-
lanthropist, and one that promises an abundant harvest. T under-
stand the present organization is undertaken with the view of com-
mencing the task; and as it is an object to which I have devoted
some years of my life, I cannot express how deeply interested T feel
in the result. If pursued in a practical and philanthropic spirit, in
which misdirected and injudicious sympathy shall not be allowed
to interfere with, or control the great ends of justice, I am satisfied
that its benefits will be equally shared by the criminal and by

society.
"The resolution was adopted.]

ISAAC T. HOPPER offered the following resolutions, which
were adopted :— ”

Resolved, That to sustain and encourage discharged convicts, who give satisfactory
evidence of and ion, in their end to lead honest lives, by
affording them employment and guarding them against temptation, is demanded of us,
not onlly by the interests of society, but by every dictate of humanity.

Resolved, That in the formation of such a Society it would be proper to have2
Female Department, tobe especially regardful of the interests and welfare of prisoners
of that sex.

Amid the repeated cheers of his audience, he related several anec-
dotes connected with his own experience, while Inspector of the

g4y ¥

prison in Philadelphia. He said he trusted the apparent egotism
would be excused, because his motive in speaking in his own name
was merely to give authenticity to the anecdotes, and to aid a good
cause by the testimony of his own experience, .

Mary %\’orris, a middle-aged woman, who had been frequently
re-committed tq prison, on one occasion begged me to intercede for
her,_ that she might go out. I am afraid thon wouldst come back
again soon,” said L.

“Very likely; I ezpect to be brought back soon

¢ she answ .

“Then where will be the use of Iaetting thee o:x”” el

“1 shogld like to go out” said she. «It would seem good to
feel free a little while, in the open air and the sunshine.”

“But if thou enjoys liberty so much, why dos a

t the
to be brought back again ¥’ T o sllow thyself
“ f]ow canl helpit? When I g0 out of prison, nobody will
;mp 0y me. No respectable people will let me come into their
ouses. Imust go to such friends as I have. If they steal, or
comml.t other offences, 1 shall be taken up with them. Whethe’r I
am guilty or not, is of no consequence ; nobody will believe me
innocent. .They will all say, ¢She is an old convict—send her
back to prison—that is the best place for her? O, yes, I expect
to come back soon. There is no use in my trying to do i;etter »
" ;t touched my feelings to hear her speak thus; and I said, « But
:) 2 urcmtlelg ;Pt:;n stea[;iy employment for thee, where thou wouldst
eal indly, and be paid for thy servi
7t b o, A y services, wouldst thou really
Her count i I
oy enance brightened, and she eagerly replied “Indeed I
T used my influence to ismi;
use procure her dismissal, and succeeded i
;l;:)ﬂlnll;gha good place for her, as head nurse in’ a hospital for Ll::
T. e remained there more than sev I
charged the duties of her situatio iy, that ahe s
n so faithfully, th i
respect and confidence of all who knew her. 7 et sho gained tho
u :am:Is Gilman lived in the neighborhood of Carlisle, Pennsylva-
b . . 1: wasa revengeﬁ._ll character; and having a grudge against
theo ) is neighbors, he induced his two sons, one about fifteen, and
m: ot] et about seventeen years of age, to accuse him of an ’infa.
us crime.  The two lads testified before the Grand Jury; but
;
. re, and was so at vari
e :’h the fair character of the individual, tizat the witnesses :rne:
jected to a very shrewd and careful examination. They be-

“ame embarrassed, and flaws wer scovered in their evi
s e 1
di ed in thei; dence; in
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consequence of which, they were indicted for conspiracy ; and being
taken by surprise, were thrown into confusion, pleaded guilty, and
declined the offer of a trial.

Before the Court adjourned, they were sentenced to two years
imprisonment, at hard labor, in the Penitentiary of Philadelphia.—
I was at that time one of the Inspectors of that Institution, and hap-
pened to be there when they arrived, at dusk, handcuffed and
chained tdgether, in custody of the Sheriff.

Their youth, and desolate appearance, affected my feelings. 1
tried to speak to them as a kind father would speak to erring sons.
% Be of good heart, my poor lads,” said I; “you can retrieve this
one false step, if you will but make the effort. It is still in your
power to become respectable and useful men. I will help youall I
can.”

I gave particular directions that they should be placed in a room
by themselves, apart from the contagion of those more hardened in
vice; and to prevent unprofitable conversation, they were employed
in the noisy business of heading nails. :

From time to time, 1 spoke encouraging words to them, and com-
mended their good behaviour. When the Board of Inspectors met,
1 proposed that the lads should be recommended to the Governor
for pardon. Notsucceeding in my efforts, I wrote an article on the
impropriety of confining juvenile offenders with old conviets, and
published it in the daily papers. This had the desired effect. When
the Board again met, Thomas Dobson and myself were appointed

to wait on the Governor, to obtain a pardon for the lads, if possible,
After considerable hesitation, the request was granted ; on condition
that worthy men could be found who would take them as appren-
tices.

1 took the responsibility of providing suitable places, and suc-
ceeded in binding one to a respectable turner, and the other to a
carpenter. 1told them they were now going among strangers, and
their happiness and success must depend mainly on their own con-
duct. They might perhaps, at times, be exposed to unprofitable
company ; butif they should at any time get into difficulty, I begged
them to come to me, as they would to a considerate father. I in-
vited them to spend all their leisure evenings at my nouse ; and for
a long time it was their constant practice to take tea with us on First

Day Evening, and join the family in reading the Scriptures, and |4

other inst ructive books.
At the end of a year they expressed a strong desire to visit their
father. Some fears were entertained, lest his influence upon them
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should prove injurious; and that, when once freed from res(raint
the;f would not willingly return to constant industry and reguh;
habits. 'They, however, promised faithfully that they would ; and I
gave bonds for them, merely for the sake of strengthening their
good resolutions. They returned punctually, at the day and the
houfthey had promised ; and their e plary d inued
to give entire satisfaction to their employers.

A short time after the oldest lad became free, the turner with
w.hom he worked, purchased a farm, and sold his stock and tools to
his former appreatice. Dressed in his new suit of freedom-clothes,
I took him to the Governor’s house, and introduced him as one o}
the lads whom he had pardoned several years before ; testifying
that he had been a faithful apprentice, and much respected by his
master. The Governor was much pleased to see him, shook him
by the hand very cordially, and told him that he who was resolute
to turn back from vicious ways, into the paths of virtue and useful-
ness, deserved even more respect, than he who had never been
tempted, L

He afterwards married a worthy young woman, witha small pro-
perty, which enabled him to build a neat two story brick house.
They lived in great comfort and respectability ; he always retaining
the character of a sober, industrious man.

.The other brother passed through his apprenticeship very cre-
ditably ; and at twenty-one years of age, I likewise introduced him to
the Governor, with testimonials of his good conduct. He was
united o a very respectable young woman ; but died six or seven
Yyears after his marriage.

I'have aided and encouraged, I should think, as many as fifty
young culprits, by means similar to those I have mentioned ; and
1t is a great satisfaction to me to be able to state to you that’only
two of these turned out badly. »

_Patrick McKever was a poor Irishman, who lived in Philadel-
Phla,_many yearsago. He was arrested on a charge of burglary,
convicted, and sentenced to be hung. T am ignorant of the details,

of his cri@e, or the causes that led to it. But there were probably
some palliating circumstances ; for when brought, seated on his
coffin, in tlfe death cart, to the foot of the gallows, in company with
another criminal, he was reprieved, and the other was hung. His
sentence was changed to ten years’ imprisonment ; and this was
eventufally shortened one year. ’

During the last three years of his term, I was one of the
Inspectors of the Prison, and 1 frequently talked with him in a
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friendly, fatherly manner. He was a man of few words, and his
hope seemed to have ail died out; but I soon saw that his feelings
were touched by kindness.

After his release, he immediately went to work at his trade, which
was that of a tunner, and conducted himself in the most sober and
exemplary manner. Being remarkable for capability, and the
amount of work he could perform, he soon had plenty of employ-
ment. He passed my house every day, as he went to his work, and
1 often spoke to him in a friendly and cheering manner.

Things were going on thus satisfactorily, when 1 heard that con-
stables were out after Patrick, on account of a robbery committed
the night before. [ went straightway to the Mayor, and inquired
why orders had been given to arrest Patrick McKever. Berause
there has been a robbery committed in hi;’neighbourhood,” replied
the Mayor. ¢ What proof is there that he was concerned in it?’

« None at all : but he is an old convict; and that is enough to con-
demn him.” <1t is not enough, by any means,” replied I « Thou
hast no right to arrest a citizen without a shadow of proof against
him; and in this case T advise thee, by all means, to proceed with
humane caution. This man has atoned severely for thé crime he
did commit ; and since he wishes to reform, the fact ought never to
be mentioned against him. He has been perfectly upright, sober, and
industrious, ever since he came out of prison. I think I know his
state of mind ; and I am willing to take the Tesponsibility of say-
ing that I beleive him guiltless in this matter.”

The Mayor commended my benevolence, but was by no means
convinced. To all arguments, he replied, « He is an old convict;
and that is enough.” :

1 watched for Patrick, as he passed to his daily labors, and told
him that the constables were after him, for the robbery that had
been committed. The poor fellow hung his head, and the light

ished from his cot « Well,” said he, with a deep sigh,

1 must make up my mind to spend the rest of my days in prison.”

1 looked earnestly in his face, and said, “Thou wert not con-

cerned in this robbery, wert thou ?”

«No, indeed, T was not. God be my witness, I want to lead an
honest life, and live in peace with all men. But what good will
thatdo me? Every body will say, he has been in the State Prison,
and that's enough.”

1did not ask him twice; for I felt well assured that the poor mall
had spoken the truth, 1 advised him to go directly to the Mayor,
deliver himself up, and declare his i This advice was
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received withvdeep despondency. He had no faith in his fellow-
men. «I k'now what will come of it,” sayshe, « They will put
me into prison, whether there is any proof against me, or n}c)n'
they will not lfet me out, without somebody will be securit’y for me’-
and nobody will be security for an old convict.” ’
“Don’t be discouraged,” said I. «Go to the.M
. . ayor, and speak
Ihaye advised. If they talk of putting thee in prisoz’l sundpfo -
I will stand by thee.” ’ T
Patrick did accordingly. In the absence i
rdingly. ce of any thing like
shadow of proof, his being an “ old convict” cemed o it
ict” was i
reason for sending him tobjail. deemed suffient
L appeared in his behalf. «Iam ready to affirm,” said I, © that
>

1 believe this man is innocent. It will be a very serious injury to

him to be taken from his business, until such time as this can be
proved ; and moreover the effects upon his mind may be most dis-
couraging. I will be security for his appearance when called;
andTlI] know_ very well that he will not think of giving me the slip. »
e gratitude of the poor fellow was overwhelmi y
until his strong frame shook. - ciming: Hesobbed

The real culprits were soon after discovered. Patrick, until the

day of his death, continued to lead a virtuous and useful life.
; s?:ead::r; “:ihe: l_was passing down Third street in Philadelphia,
A wd chasing a boy,.aud calling, “Stop thief”! the poor
ittle fellow ran at the top of his speed, but was soon overtaken, and
carried before a r-nagistmte‘ Upon inquiry, I found that he’ was
charged with having entered a store, reached his hand across th
counter, and taken two dollars from the drawer. A erson in .
back room saw him; and gave the alarm. 'The lad appSared ove;I
whgln}ed with distress. He confessed his fault, but pleaded i .
palhauqn that.he Was very poor and hungry. I’{is parents, whls
:;c;re Irish emigrants, had died a year or two after their an-i,val in
cariocl;:v:‘x;tvrii bHed h'a‘d no rela.tives or friends, and obtained a pre-
s i ég y doing such little odd jobs as he could find to do.
v ha.ys he had not been able to get any work, and he did
boy, an msere;r to get a mouthful to eat. The appearance of the
bt a;z e ; ;ctmg story seemed enough to soften the hardest
being’mmmme ‘:; no gﬂ'ect on his Aaccuser, who insisted upon his
o 5. S0 fo prison. I received a volly of abuse from him,
Pleade foft];‘ar: fvuh the young thief.” Several of the byslanders’
bt it wac o e nenfl!ess orphan, and the Justice united with them ;
aorvandy 1 unavailing, and he was imprisoned. A week or two
stepped into the Court House, just as the lad was at the
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criminal’s bar, and about to receive his sentence. 1 related to the
Court what I had witnessed in the case, and proposed that he shouald
be intrusted to my care. I represented to them that he wounld be
almost sure to be ruined by the contaminating influences of a pri.
son, and that being turted out upon the world again, poor and
without a protector, he would be almost sure to fall into vicious
habits, My proposition was readily complied with. 1 took him
to the_ Alms-house, and bespoke kind treatment for him, until Icould
procure a suitable place for him in the country. Upon my repre-
sentations, my father, who resided on a farm, a few miles from
Philadelphia, consented to have the lad indented to him until he
was twenty-one years old. He served his apprenticeship faithfully,

and always manifested a very grateful and good disposition. But -3

after his apprenticeship expired, while he remained with my father,
as a hired man, a circumstance occurred which greatly afflicted
the family. One night a neighbour came to the house with an
officer, and accused the young man of having stolen his horse. He
had behaved so extremely well, that my father could not possibly
believe the charge. However, he had him called from his bed.
As soon as he entered the room, his countenance changed, and he
did not deny his guilt. He was carried off to prison. He mani-

fested the greatest grief and contrition, and before his trial came ;
on, he was so weak and emaciated that he could not walk from the 4
prison to the Court-house. It certainly seemed a very discouraging
case. He had committed a high offence after he had arrived at '
mature age, and when he was not tempted to it by want of any of
the comforts of life. But the depth of his repentance excited com-

miseration, and my father could not give up his confidence in him.

He told his history to the Court, and offered, if they would inflicia ’
fine, instead of imprisonment, for his offence, to pay it himself i}
and take him again into his service. He was fined forty dollars, |3

which my father advanced for him, and which he most gladly and

gratefully repaid. He was so bowed down with shame and contri-

tion, that I never had the heart to speak to him about this unhappy |
affair. He lived with my father some time, and afterward got into J
successful business. He bas ever since conducted himself ins f§
manner so exemplary, that he has secured the respect and confi- [
dence of all who know him. e is now the father of a family, and }

owns a handsome little property.

A young man whom I will call B. was comely in his person, j§
witty and gay, and very fond of company. His means were to0 i

limited to enable him to appear as well as his companions, and he

leuy

had not resolution enough to deny himself the indulgences which
they could command. Tempted by vanity and extrav. a;l €, lcd
boping to avoid discovery, he opened the desk of a ﬂgm: ' 1,'nh
whom he resided, and stole from it one hundred an(xi)ethirn vtli“
dnllms._ ’I‘he.Sum Was soon missed, and though his charactty.hv:
stood fair for integrity, circumstances were s: much again el'h‘a
that he became an object of suspicion. He was closel v wst h!m’
and was frequently observed to be confused and embarrzssa;i ';; ;‘?’
::S;::;nc;e gx l'a;t,'his gmployer openly charged him with thl:
8 enied it at first, but being i
;rs.te::l he l;onfessed his guilt, a’nd mlde];ﬁel:';o:lihtmtz’)er{eo;eci:)xll;g ll:
ound. 1S parents were i i
their ?eighpofs. Some of t:u[:zixt‘n}:?;edsl:rfliit:m e amecemed o
man in prison, and I"ound him exceedingly humble and Penitent,
He p'romlsed most faithfully to atone for his fault by an upri h‘
life, if hg could only be forgiven for this one oﬁ'em:ey Thep"g :
ﬁ;e;:g:_uo_nsﬁ were made so earnestly to the prdsec;ltor thsnel. rh‘:
1s Influence with theirs to procure i b

man left the neighbourhood, and elzrer :.(';: ge‘;’::::&g el:liz::ify 0‘1}1&’
the utmost correctness, I knew him in the latter part of his life WlI-;e
::;;s Ozl:rlilriy ;z?{a:(l;r‘zt 1ix.mn, ;;nhd taught one of the most respec;able
¢ delphia, en the yellow fever raged in th t
cl%y,. he sympathised deeply with the sufferings of thg e e
mn{xstered to their wants, and watched with th%sm da : POOT'. e
o 2 y and night ;
o ;rli:nl;:t he took the malady himself, and thus ended his eau'%h]yx
mlﬁzd ;t::n;xllon wit.h _these an.ecdotes, Friend Hopper said he
in. ;tp mentioning a subject, which often gave him great
mm;d o en s:w in the papers, a?counts of Young people com-
o blastzdson dor small offences ; in this way, their characters
homy opted, and they often became reckless and desperate. If
b prosecuted on such occasions, would only make use of

™'y reproof; and friendly advice, and encouragement, he was

of those delinquents might

f society,

d the unhappy young

And then the meeting adjourned.




