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L ITERARY D E P A R T M E N T 

T H E I N F L U E N C E OF SHAKESPEARE'S E N V I R O N M E N T 
UPON HIS PLAYS. 

Winner of Thomas E. Buchanan Medal, June, 1914. 

Shakespeare was inidoubtedly a poet born, not made, but his 
envirouiucut had a hirge share in determining the character, sub-
stance, and thought of his works. The picturesque beanty of his 
native AVarwickshire insjjired in him such a love of nature that 
Johnson has rightly called him a " p o e t of n a t u r e ; " the historical 
surronndings of Stratford-on-Avon steei)ed his youthful senses in 
interest and romance; his intimate knowledge of the country i)eo])le 
and their folklore furnished hiui with character studies and aluiost 
inexhaustible material for illustration and embellishment; and the 
intercourse with men of education and experience in London added 
the necessary side to his own education. So his environment, com-
bined with his marvelous genius, resulted in works which writers of 
every age have eulogized and endeavored to imitate, works which shall 
inspire their readers for many ages to come. 

His father's house in l leuley street was of the crude, ])ictures(]ue 
typo in the English village at that time. The street door o])cne(i 
directly into a low-ceiled room with dark woodwork and fhig-])aved 
lloor. A t one end was a wide fireplace with capacious window 
seats. Here William doubtless sjient uuiny an hour of his childhood, 
his wonderful imagination kindled by the dancing flames, and ])ictur-
ing miniature fairy scenes in the glowing embers, which in after 
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years he embodied in '̂ A Midsummer Night's Dream " to delight 
millions of readers. Often on winter evenings a little group of 
peasants and village folk gathered about this hospitable hearth to 
exchange ghost stories, witch tales, and doings of the fairy tribe, in 
all of which they believed implicitly and simply. Thus William 
early became acquainted with those mystical people, whom we 
frequently meet in " Macbeth,'' " Hamlet," and his other dramas. 

In the grammar school at Stratford, which he attended for perhaps 
seven years, he read Latin and a little Greek among other studies, and 
stored in his receptive memory the myths of Virgil and Ovid. These 
he frequently found use for in his plays for purposes of illustration 
and allusion. 

But the most valuable part of the boy's education was gained out-
side the walls of the grammar school. The little village of Stratford 
is situated in one of the most characteristically charmiug country 
districts in England. The traveler of today gazes with delight at 
the scene: a picturesquely irregular cluster of dwellings nestling in 
the center of fertile farming lands, green knolls crowned with trees 
of majestic stature, and wooded slopes descending to the brink of the 
Avon, which winds its silvery way to the sea. One can easily picture 
the young Shakespeare among such surroundings as these; Long-
fellow has beautifully pictured him in his ode " To the Avon " : 

'' Thy ])laymate once; I see him now 
A boy with sunshine on his brow. 
And hear in Stratford's quiet street 
The patter of his little feet. 

I see him by thy shallow edge 
Wading knee-deep amid the sedge; 
And lost in thought, as if thy stream 
Were the swift river of a dream. 

He wonders whitherward it flows; 
And fain would follow where it goes, 
To the wide world, that shall ere long 
Bo filled with his melodious song." 

All through this country one comes upon little footpaths wander-
ing from the beaten road through fields of golden grain, beside leafy 
hedgerows, or into the shady de])ths of the Forest of Arden. Shakes-
peare must liave strolled here often, and — look! look ! that green 
sun-flecked glade is surely the spot where Titania and her court 
assembled! Such beauty of environment would have inspired even 
a lessor poet, and in conjunction with the genius of Shakespeare it 
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resulted in such exquisite descriptive passages as are found in " The 
Tempest," " A Winter's Tale," and "As You Like It . " 

That Shakespeare was a great lover of nature, and a student of it 
as well, is evidenced in all his works. He makes mention of various 
birds and animals very frequently, and often in a way which shows 
an accurate knowledge of their habits. For instancoj in " Macbeth " 
he speaks of the martin, a migratory bird, as the " guest of summer." 
His acquaintance with the quaint folklore and curious omens in con-
nection with them also stood him in good stead in his writings, and 
the interesting allusions which he makes to them are many. One of 
the prettiest passages of this kind, in " Hamlet," tells of the crowing 
of the cock on Christmas Eve to dispel evil spirits. • 

I have a friend who conceived the unique idea of making a garden 
of poetry. She derived much, of her inspiration from Shakespeare, 
and one of the beauties of her collection is a fine old willow tree, 
which leans far over a little brook. This is the willow the queen 
talks about in " Hamlet." 

There is a willow grows aslant a brook. 
That shows his hoar leaves in the glassy stream," 

she says, when she is telling of the finding of Ophelia's body, 
Ophelia's famous flowers are represented, too. Many columbines 
make the early June days bright, and English daisies edge the border 
of flowers that skirts the garden. Wild violets star the grass, and 
Ophelia's pansies — or " love-in-idleness," as the poet calls them — 
blossom by the hundreds. The thyme, which hobnobs with the rose-
mary, is from " A Midsummer Night's Dream." It is mentioned in 
this way: 

" I know a bank where the wild thyme blows, 
AVhere oxlips and the nodding violet grows. 
Quite over-canopied with luscious woodbine, 
With sweet musk roses and with eglantine." 

Almost all of these sweet, old-fashioned flowers were to be found in 
Shakespeare's own garden in Stratford, and they appeared many 
times in his plays and sonnets. 

He was a student of human nature as well as of nature, and he 
knew the peasant folk in all the phases of their lives. He was 
familiar with their various trades and occupations, and with their 
folk songs, games, and sports; he knew their joys and their sorrows, 
their laudable qualities and their ludicrous ones. It was this knowl-
edge of human nature which made his characters so true to life. 

The neighborhood of Stratford was rich in tradition and in his-
torical associations. AVithin walking distance were Kenilworth and 
Warwick, two of England's most famous old c&stles, an4 it is very 
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probable that the imagination of the yonng Shakespeare was fired by 
the evenrfnl histories of these places, and by tales of the redoubtable 
hero, Guy of Warwick. 

When the boy was eight years old (»)ueen Elizabeth visited Sir 
Thomas Lucy of Charlecotc ^^Fanor, which was also located near by, 
and three years later she again honored Warwickshire with her pres-
ence in a visit to Kenilworth. This was a great event, and the most 
elaborate pageants and festivities of all kinds were held, to which the 
}>co])le of the surrounding eonntryside flocked in great numbers. 
William Shakespeare would have been an unusual lad if he had not 
managed to make one of that crowd. In those gay court scenes he 
had the opportunity of seeing an entirely different side of life, and 
of studyiTig a difVereiit class of people, of a t^-pe which in later years 
ho used often in his plays. 

The good ]>eople of Stratford especially welcomed to their town 
companies of actors, and so, as a boy, he came to know the old English 
plays which were the stock in trade of these traveling companies. As 
the village was such a small one, and as he was of an inquiring turn 
of mind, he even grew to terms of familiarity with some of the actors. 

I'hns it was not unnatural that in London, whither he went in his 
twenty-second year, he entered the theatre in a humble capacity. 
Hero by force of necessity he learned the technique and management 
of the stage, which Avas invaluable to him as a ])laywright. The busy, 
many-sided life of London formed a broad subject for such a keen 
observer as he, and moreover in a few years his circle of friends 
irclnded scholars and actors of ability. In such an environment his 
<2'enins developed ra])idly, and the personal experience from which he 
drew in writing his plays broadened greatly. He gained knowledge 
cnsily, and from association with men of education and from his 
wide reading learned something of law, medicine, theology, history, 
trade, and a variety of other subjects — enough, at least, to be of 
•urent use to h i m in h is Avritings f o r p u r p o s e s o f illustration. H i s 
own ability in acting was not sufficient to draw him away from the 
drama, bnt it aided him immeasurably in making his plays adaptable 
to the stage. 

Shakespeare was fortunate in that he lived and labored in what ig 
known as the " golden age " of English literature. True, his own 
iinme shines "forth brightest of all the famous writers of that time, 
but the influence of contemporary scholars, wits and statesmen such 
as Tonson, Southampton, and Pembroke, must have been great, and 
the necessity of matching his wits against Marlowe, Chapman, 
Fletcher, and other dramatists spurred him on to greater effort. 
Si)onser, Ivaleigh, Drake, Sidney, and Granville were also well-lqio^vn. 
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names in Shakespeare's London world. Indeed, the Elizabethan age 
of ' ' IJrilish ])ri(le, British learning, and British jilnck and conrage 
l>3' land and sea " was an ideal one for a poet to Honrish in. The 
virgin queen was an enthnsiastic patron of ]ilajs and playwrights, 
and during her reign and the years immediately following it the 
dramatic art received an important impetus. Twen'ty-five years later, 
owing to the growing prevalence of stricter Puritan ideas, all the 
London theatres were closed. What a loss^it would have been to the 
world if Shakespeare had lived twenty-five years later! 

We have at.tril)uted many of the virtues of Shakespeare's writings 
to his en\'ironment, but some of their faults, too — for they are by 
no means jierfect — may be traced to that source. His parents were 
unable to sigu their own names, and his own education was none of 
the liest. Such circumstances were quite usual at that time, but they 
may be accountable for the fact that his ])lays abound in grammatical 
and geogi-aphical errors and anachronisms. . Tn ])laces, too, we find 
coarseness and bluster,, and witticisms that are not witty. This may 
be due to his association with the lower class of actors in London, 
some of whom were licentious and unrefined. But why lay'stress 
u])on the ]iooi' ])arts of his works, when we can never do justice to all 
that is excellent in them ? Dryden, in his " Essay on Dramatic 
Poesy," :?ays of Shakespeare: " Those who accuse him to have wanted 
learning give him the greater commendation; he needed not the 
spectacles of books to read nature; he looked inwards and found her 
there." 

E l e a i s t o u E . D u n n . 

I N T E R R O G A T I V E S A M M Y . 

Say, mother, aren't these lovely seats, and all made of velvet, 
too ^ " said Sammy to his mother on his first ride to the city. 

' ' Yes, yes, they are very nice, but hurry n]) and take a seat. 
Everyone in the car is looking at you," answered his mother. 

" Why is everyone looking at me ? " 
" Come, Sammy, get a seat quickly or the conductor will put yon 

off the train." 
Why will the conductor put me off the train ? " 
Sto]) asking me any more questions and take that seat." 
P>ut I don't want that seat; it won't sit good." 

a 
u 
C( 

" Well, never mind, but be quiet." 
" O h ! Wl'-o pushed ns then, ma? Who starts ns o f f ? " said 

Sammy, all ont of breath. 
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" Why, the train just started; I told you to take a seat." 
" Well, I don't see how we go." 
" Sammy, be quiet! " 
" My, aren't the telegraph poles close together; they are never 

that way at home. What makes that, ma ? " 
" Why, Sammy, the farther you go away from home the closer 

together the poles are. Haven't you learned that in your Spellin' 
y e t ? " 

Xaw, we ain't had Spellin' yet. But say, ma, what's that man 
yell so loud for, every little while? " 

" He is callin' out the stations, of course." 
" What'd he mean when he said someone ran-on-his-ear ? " 
" Why, that's a new way of saying Rensselaer. In a few more 

years folks won't know how to talk." 
" Ma, when do we get off ? " 
" That's right, we do get off here, Sammy. There you go ; I told 

you to wait until the train stopped, biit you wouldn't listen, so it'a 
good enough for you." 

" Well, at last we are off that awful train." 
And I imagine the passengers were glad. 

G. D. S., '17. • 

AN INCIDENT OF T H E CIVIL W A R . 

Evelyn Sherman sprang to her feet in terror, dropping her book 
on the ground, as the peaceful atmosphere of that bright summer 
afternoon of 1863 was rent by the shouts of men and the swift 
a])]>roach of horses. " Oh, are the Confederates coming at last ? " 
she thought in alarm. At the same moment there came a thudding 
sound close by. Her heart beat like lightning as, summoning all her 
courage, she wheeled about and beheld a handsome young man in 
the act of jumping over the garden wall. Her fright quickly turned 
to eagerness when she saw that he wore the blue uniform of a Federal 
soldier. She whipped from her blouse a tiny silk flag of the stars and 
stripes and held it up before him. His eyes sparkled at this token, 
and, hurrying up to her, he exclaimed, " The Confederates are after 
me. Can you, for the sake of the cause we love, help me ? " 

She thought for a moment, then answered, " Come quickly." She 
led the way into the beautiful colonial house, up two flights of stairs, 
stopping finally at the attic door to look out a window near by. 

" Hurry up, this way," she cried. " Even now I sqe them riding 
up to the gates," 
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H e followed her, with admiration in his eyes, to a corner of the 
spacious attic. She went to a small window, pressed a spring con-
cealed under the sill, and the floor, smooth and faultness before, slid 
back for a space of about two square feet, revealing a small apartment 
underneath. Into this she fairly pushed hiui, closed the slide again, 
and rushed down stairs. 

indeed, she was noue too soon. For at that very moment there 
came a vigorous bauging at the door. Trembling, she opened it to 
admit two gray-coated officers, one of whom demanded, in terms far 
from polite, that they be allowed to search the house for an escaped 
prisoner, who carried important messages, and whom they had traced 
to this place. Of course, she was powerless to resist. The officer 
called in a number of his men, stationed the rest outside and then 
confusion reigned. The shouting of men, the clatter of aruis,. the 
banging of doors and the scraping of furniture filled the house with 
unwonted sounds. But, as may be supposed, their search was made 
in vain. Two hours later they filed dejectedly out of the house; 
whereupon they rode away, leaving but two or three to guard the 
outside. 

Evelyn flew back to the attic and freed her erstwhile ])ris()nor. 
Cautioning him to be silent, she took him down into the cellar, where, 
by the use of another spring, she revealed an opening in the back 
wall. 

" That," she explained, " is a passage that leads down to the river. 
There you will find a boat with which you can easily esca])e under 
cover of the darkness." 

His gratitude was too great for words, but, as he stepped iuto the 
passage, he pressed her dainty hand in his and gave her one long-
look, his handsome dark eyes gleaming. Then he said: 

" Some day I shall come back to tell you how nnich T thank you 
for this." An 1 he was gone. 

KINDNESS FOR KINDNESS. 

In the village of K l ived,Mr. and Mrs. Brown, who were 
known through all the village for their kindness and generosity. X o 
matter who came or went, they were always ready to hoi]-). 

As the years went by, INfr. Brown became poor in health and was 
not able to work. Their savings were all spent, and there came a 
time when they were in real distress. They concluded t.hey would 
have to part with something. There was an old violin in their j)os-
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'I'o live loii^', it is necessary to live slowly.— Cicero. 

l ie that calls a man nngratel'nl sums nj) all the evil that a man can 
he g'nilty of .— Swift. 

Human ex])ei'ionce, like the stern lights of a ship at sea, ilhiminates 
only the i)ath which we have passed over.— Coleridge. 

You cannot dream yourself into a character; yon must hammer 
and forgo yonrself one.— Fronde. 

From the lowest de])th there is a path to the loftiest height. - -
Carlyle. 

Onr deeds determine ns, as much as we determine onr deeds.— 
George Eliot. 

session which had been left to them by an aged violinist, whom they 
had befriended until his death. This they decided to sell. ]\Ir. 
Iji'own took it to a music store, stepi)ed up to the clerk, and asked 
him what it was worth. The clerk, glancing at it, replied that it 
was ])robably not worth a dollar. Standing near the counter was 
Air. Grey, a wealthy and well-known musician of the town. Hearing 
the conversation between the clerk and his customer, he said: 

" .May I look at that violin ? " 
When he had examined it, he continued, excitedly, " This is a real 

Stradivarian." And, looking still still closer, he saw engraved upon 
it the name of a long Inst friend. Turning in great surprise, he 
asked Mr. Ijrown how ho came to possess it. j\[r. Brown then told ^̂ ^ 
all he knew of the dead violinist of whom they had taken care. When 
ho finished, ]\Ir. Grey, with tears in his eyes, thanked him for his 
kindness to his deai' old friend, and said he would give him five thou-
sand dollars for the violin, adding that as long iis ]\[r. and .Mrs. 
Hi'own lived they would be cared for. 

When ^fr. Urowu went home and told his wife the wonderful story, 
she said : 

" W e have cast our bread upon the waters, and it has truly 
returned to us." F. P. D., '18. ' 

'idio most difficult thing in life is to know yourself.— T/iales. 
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Welcoiiio to you, our classmates, one and all; both to you whom 
we have known before, and to you who have but just started your 
High School career. To the Class of 1918, esiiecially, we extend 
not only that hearty welcome, but also the sincere hope that you may 
learn to lo^'e and enjoy '' Old Xormal " as we do who have graduated 
from the title of " Freshmen." Endeavor to take from the four 
years of school life before you all that its work and play, its hopes 
and ambitious, its successes, and failures and its multitude of inter-
esting experiences can offer you; and you cannot fail, when you are 
out in the " wide, wide world," to remember your Alma .AFater with 
love in your hearts, and to consider those four years spent within her 
walls among the most helpful and ha])py you have ever known. 

To the So])honiores, who no longer have to stand the humiliation 
of bein<i' " just Freshies," to Ihe Juniors, who have really become 
(piite dignified, and to the Seniors, who are now launched u]-)on their 
last year, our message is much the same as to the Freshmen. Many 
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of lis have realized — and the rest will follow our exaraiDle, if they 
are wise and take any thought of those final examinations — that our 
work is more serious than we have thought, and accordingly have 
settled down to good, hard work. But, as we consider that the actual 

hook learning is but half of our education, and that all the other 
things that crowd each day arc of equal importance to us, we have 
learned to temper our work with good times. So there is very little 
danger that anyone shall say of us, "All work and no play makes 
-laciv a dull boy." 

There have been a few changes in the " Crimson and "Wliite " 
board since last year's elections. Dorothy Russell, the Literary Erli-
tor, has moved to Syracuse; Josephine Hoyt, the Assistant Joke Edi-
to)-, has gone to the Girls' Academy, and Joseph Sweeney, one of the 
advertising agents, has resigned. These three vacancies have been 
filled by Erances Myers, Helen Meade and Paul O'Brien, respect-
ively. Coui'agc! the work isn't as hard as you may think, and we 
know that you can do it well. 

i " Dear Old Normal " is now but a name — a name which in years -
to come will probably be remembered only. For there is no longer ff 
any such thing as Normal. The College has for some unknown rea-
son changed its name from New York State Normal College to the 
Xew Vork State College for Teachers. The High School must needs 
follow suit and become the College High School. It will be hard for 
us to accustom ourselves to calling our school by another name — 
es])ccially since there are very few who like the new one as well as 
the old. However, we must obey orders and submit to being renamed 
with as good a grace as possible. 

And now just a few words about the " Crimson and White." Do 
you all know what that is? Well, it is our school paper, published 
and su])])orted entirely by the students, and is one of the most 
important features of C. H. S. It is the chain which connects the 
classes and students in one cooperative body; it is a promoter of 
school s])irit; it is the medium through which we are brought into 
close contact with one another, with the school institutions, with the 
alumni and with the little bits of fun and local gossip which add so 
much to school life. You all want to enjoy these privileges, do you 
not? Well, then,.support the " Crimson and W h i t e " by subscribing 
right away; by contributing anything yon can for any department; 
and by getting us every " ad " that comes your way. Some day, yon 
know, you yourselves may be on the " board," and then you will be ^ 
glad if you have supported it loyally. iĵ  

J 
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A L U M N I NOTES. 

Of the Class of 1914 the following arc attending the New Y'ork 
State College for Teachers: Eleanor Diinn, Eloise Lansing, Clara 
Holder, Grace Koot, Lillian Magilton, Eliiiot^a Van Deloo, 
F. Marion McDowell, Harriet Gardner, Knth Kiniiney, Lanra 
Hutchinson, Dorothy Hinies, and ^lean Afoliter. 

May T.eCompte, of the Class of 19l:>, is attending the Kew Paltz 
jSTonnal School, taking a kindergarten course. 

Marguerite Clark, '14, and Francis Vosburg, '14, are at Vassar 
College. 

Margaret Hoifuian, '18, will be uuirried to Glen Brennan on Octo-
ber 28. Congratulations, Margaret! 

Katherine Pollock, '14, is attending Sininions College. 
Gilbert Daring, '14, is at Union College taking a medical 

preparatory course. 
Edward McDowell, of the Class of '14, is at Dartmouth College. 
Helen Page, '14, is attending the Albany Law School. Joseph 

]\[cEntee, '14, is also at the Law School. 
Robert Watt, '14, has gone to Colgate. 
Gordon Scott and Chester P)lauvelt, both of the Class of '14, arc 

back at C. H . S. taking post-graduate courses. 
Chester Long, '14, has secured a position. 

SCHOOL NOTES. 

Dear Old l^ormal has o])oncd this year in much the same uuinner 
as it has for many previous years, although it has lost quite a number 
of its old students. 5^'ever mind! We also have some new members 
whom we are sure will do us great credit. 

Our Freshman class seems almost greener than ever this year, if 
that be possible. ITeverthelcss we welcome them heartily to our midst, 
and hope that they will not be too much a]>]ialle(l by the superiority 
of the fortunate ones who have passed beyond their huudde position. 
Follow the example set by your u])])er classmen and you will be on 
the safe side. Obey all the rules, im matter how strict, set down by 
the Faculty, and take all the advantage offered to the school. Don't 
think that school is all tedious work. There is a lot of enjoyment and 
fun to be had from it if you are looking in the right place at the right 
time. Cheer u p ! Y o u "will be Seniors some day. 
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Haw clues it seem, Sophomores, to look down upon the Freshmen ? 
1 am snre yon mnst enjoy it. A few members of the Chiss of '17 did 
not retnrn to school this year: Helen Jones, now a member of the 
Albany High School; Donald Miller, Elsie Wagoner, Ethel Groom, 
Aliklred Korts, James Miller and Julia Rate. Edwin J. prior from 
the Albany High School, and Dorothea L. Read have joined this 
class. 

The members of the Junior class are sorry to find that they have 
k)st so nuuiy of their old classmates. Josephine Hoyt has gone to the 
Ciirls' Academy, and Frank Sands to the Albany High School. 
Minnie Coughtry, J\Iary Gayring, Elsie Sager, ]\Iil(lred George, 
.Margaret Jeram, Cathei'ine Reid and Marguerite Seigler have left 
scliot)!. Cornelius liaker, ]]oys' Academy; Lester Ca&savant, Albany 
High School; Erwin Hanna and William ]S[̂ ead, former members of 
<.iir school, and Paul _MacXamee, lioys' Academy, who have joined 
this class, form an extremely interesting addition to the school. 

We have a very ])romising Senior class this year and expect them 
to rnn ofi' with many honors before they leave us. ^Madeleine 
DeMers, .Margaret Kirk and Eugenia Lee have joined the Class of '15, 
while ^rarie Ijlauvelt, Helen Cook,.Frederick Ridgeway and Alfred 
Walley have left. The class has held its first meeting and has chosen 
its rings and pins, Avhich the rest of the school are burning with 
curiosity to see. 

We are glad to see Chestei Blauvelt and Gordon Scott back at 
school taking a post-graduate course. Sto])hen Chovey, who has come 
here from India, ,and Asher Yaguda are taking special courses. 
Willard Johnstone, of the Albany High School, is taking Caesar here. 
Elizabeth Lincoln and Agnes Xolan, who took special courses last 
year, have not returned. 

Xormal has offered us even more advantages than ever this year. 
The Drawing and Domestic Science classes are to be continued and 
also the gymnasium ])ractice. The boys are playing a tennis tourna-
numt and we are all very anxious to know how it is going to turn out. 
So we hoi)o they will hurry and finish it. 

On. Septend)er oOlh the memorial services for Doctor j\rilne were 
held in the College auditorium. The High School students were 
invited to attend. There was no session of school afterward. 

We were glad to see all the members of the Faculty back in their 
usual ])laces tliis yeai-. We hope that wo will not cause them too 
mncli trouble. We don't mean to, anyway. Let us all try to be 
model pupils and show our teachers what really good work we can do. 
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Z E T A SIGMA. 

After a most (leliglitful vacation, wo liave coiiio ao'ain to our dear 
Zcta Siiiiiia, ready for l)otli work and i)lay. We <>Teatly miss IIclcu 
Cook, our l»ecordii)i>' Secretary, who, because of ill health, has not 
been able to resume her studies. Also, our (\)rres])on(ling Secre-
tary and eJunior Editor, Mildred George and ]\linnie Couglitry, we 
are sorry to say have not returned. Ethel ^fead, Anna-Lendva and 
Martha Ackermnn have been elected to till these vacancies. 

On October instead of our regular meeting, several new mem-
bers were initiated into Sigma. They are Tmella Karl, ]\[argaret 
Kirk, Dorthy Pease, Henrietta Kna])p and Anna Willig, a charm-
ing lot of girls. Initiations are some fun ! AVell, this one was no 
excc])tiou and the girls did look attractive. Blue and green hose can-
not be purchased in Albany now. We know these girls will all prove 
loyal members of Sigma, so we extend a welcome to them all, botli 
great ( in size) and small. 

The Freshmen class is a very interesting group of baby girls to 
look at. Of course there are boys, but then they don't count. We 
are in hopes of becoming better acxpiainted with you, unsojihistieated 
children. ITence, a frolic will be ])lanne(l for you in the near future, 
when we shall endeavor to see if you are as jolly as you look. 

And now, Signui sisters, let us remember the French proverb, 
'' I .Tnion fait la force." With this as our nmtto, we shall not find 
it hard to make this year a ])ros]>erous one, and one not to be for-
gotten in after years wlien we nund)er among the alumni. There is 
work to be done tins year. Let us work together, and work hard. 

Q U I N T I L I A N L I T E R A R Y SOCIETY. 

" (}uin " has agaiu started its meetings with ])romise of another 
successful year. W e regret to say that two of our mend)ei's have 
left us; ]\rarie I>lauvelt, our Treasurer, and Josejdiine Hoyt, our 
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Jiiiiior Editor. Helen Meade and Gladys Miller were unanimously 
elected to fill tlieir ]>laccs. Both meetings have been well attended, 
and the programs so far have been very interesting. 

Although we have not yet met all of the Freshmen, we hope to 
soon, and therefore we are planning a party for those dear infants, 
about the last of this month. 

On October 15th initiations were held in the " G y m , " and now 
Sarah Harder, Elsie Grosser, Alice Barnes, Eugenia Lee mid 
^fadeleine l)e]\lers are " regular ' Quin ' girls." And what fun we 
had tortiiring those girls! The " e a t s " were especially enjoyed. 

And now, let us by our loyal sni^port, make this the most prosper-
ous vcar " (}uin " has ever had. 

ADELPHOI . 
rros])ects of a busyi and ])i',os]ierous year are very bright for Adel-

])hoi. The old members are welcoming many neAV ones, and they 
will snrely enjoy some good times during the year. 

We have already held a very interesting debate which was won 
by Messrs. (N)vey and llyniia, over ]\lessrs. Soule and Relyea. 

Thi'ee of our alumni have gone to college: Gilbert Daring to 
Union; Edward McDowell to Dartmouth, and Robert AVatt to Col-
gate, ^Ir. McKntee is attending the Law School, while Chester 
l.ong and Alfred Walley have secured positions. 

We are glad to have j\Ir. Hanna with us once more. 

T H E T A NU. 
Theta 'Nu is again with us this year. Although it lost many mem-

bers at last year's graduation, the Sf)ciety will receive several new 
members who will help to make the usual success of the year. The 
new (•tlicers will take uj) their duties very soon. The Society expects 
to give several social eveiits dui-ing the course of the year. Although 
the Society has had few meetings as yet, they have been very well 
attended and all the nu>nd)ers ho])e to make 1914-1915 a record year 
for Theta 'Nu. 

1 
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franiiary may be the customary time to make resolutions, but iu 
this case, at least, October will do just as well, and even better. 
Therefore we hereby resolve to decrease the number upon our ex-
change list and to be faithful to a privileged ( ?) but snuiller number. 
But please remember, kind exchanges, that we have only five editions 
during the school year. 

Next ,— we will do our best to criticize each" one of you honestly. 
Won't you please do the same by us ? I f you are able to find faults 
in our columns (and finding fault is never difficult), please tell us 
what they are. While we editors are only human beings, and there-
fore susceptible to hard feelings, at times, nevertheless we are also 
human in that we want our paper to be worthy of the school Avhich 
is backing it. 

W e have received four exchanges so far, and are exceedingly 
grateful for these. 

The ever-faithful M. II. Aerolith, (Mission House College, 
Plymouth, Wis . ) , always arrives among the earliest. This paper is 
written about half in Gorman aiid half in English. It is neatly 
arranged, though a " Table of Contents," which is generally con-
sidered essential, is lacking. After wading through the five-page 
story entitled, " Wer nur don lieben Gott lasst waiter," we can only 
say that the plot itself is good and leave all grammatical construction 
for a more able critic. However, we are able to understand and fully 
appreciate Rev. Lehmann's descri])tion of the first ])art of his 
journey. Mr. Lehmann, an alumnus of the College, has recently 
taken a trip from " Lake Michigan to St. Louis, Nashville, Chat-
tanooga, Washington, New York, via Naples and Eomo to Switzer-
land, through Germany and Holland to Scotland and England and 
back again over New York to the starting point." W e will look 
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oai>'orly forward to the next iiistalliiioiit of liis " Xotos," for tins 
man is evidently one to l)e ves])ected. Parap'aphing' is not vonr _ 
Exehanoe Editor's forte. (Bnt please don't copy onrs.) 

llic iri(/h School News (Colnnd)ns, Nebraska.) may he interest-
iiiii' to its home readers, hnt that is all. This paper is in form more 
like a newspa]ier than anything; else, althongli school-notes and 
advertisements are scattered carelessly aronnd. 

The X-Ray (Anderson, Indiana) excels in neatness. The two 
stories in the September nnmher are both well written, and the poem 
is not so bad. The Joke Editor has done his work well, bnt the Ex- -i' 
(diano'o Editor (as is not nncommon aniono- Exchanc:e Editors) has 
loft ont all criticisms. 

There are nnmerons cnts in the TTigh School Argus (ITai'risbnrp^, 
T'enna.) for September. The one heading- the exchange colnnin is 
especially original. The ]>ersonals are also original and very comi-
cal, bnt a " Table of Contents " is lacking. 

ATHLETICS. 
Mectiiuj of the AfhJetie Association. 

On September 2r)th the first meeting of the Association was held 
and after a s]nrited election the following officers were elected : 

I* re si (leu t Gordon Scott 
Secretary and Treasurer Panl O'Brien 

The election for basketball manager was held and Nelson Covey 
was nnanimonsly elected. It was decided to have regular monthly 
meetings in the fntnre and to levy dnes among the members. After 
a short talk by Mr. Swaim the meeting adjonrned. 

Tennis Tournament. 
Following the snccess of the tennis tonrnament last year it was 

decided to hold another one this year. The call for entries \vas re-
sponded to by a large nmnber of ])layers wbo all hoped to win the 
cnp. The entries consist o f : Shilling, Kiiipe, Wilcoxt O'Brien, 
Sonic, Sperry, Carr, Scott, IFoyt, Cassavant, Eite, MacNamee, 
Baker, Vos and Seymonr. Up to date all the entries have not played 
their games and it is hoped that they will do so as soon as possible, 
so that the finals may be played before cold weather. 

Basket Ball. 
The first call for candidates for the team was issned by Capt, Eite 

on October 12th and was responded to by a nnmber of old and new 
players, among them being Cassavant, O'Brien, AVilcox, Sperry, Mac-
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Xamee, Scott, Ward, Covey, IS'ead, Fite, liclyea, Seymour, Shilling, 
Carr, Vos, Baker, Sweeney and I>lauvelt. Coach Swaini and Ca])t. 
Fite think that from these players they will he able to choose a very 
fast team. 

]\[an'ager Covey has been hard at work on his schedule and will 
have it ready for publication shortly. He is negotiating- with Glov-
ersville, Albany, Waterford, Rensselaer, Troy, Eavena, Water-
vliet, Ellenville and Scotia High Schools, Troy and Albany Aca-
demies and Hoosac prep. 

The season tickets are now on sale and can be obtained from the 
manager or any members of the team. Tt is hoped that the school 
will respond and make this year a banner year, both financially and 
in attendance at the games. Last year the games were in some cases 
poorly attended, and, in order to be able to bring the teams named 
on the schedule, it will be necessary for the student body to support 
the team. 

S t N S f ^ 

A N D 

HUMOR 

^Ve^cglnc, Liith Ones. 
Some are short; 
Some are long; 
Some are weak; 
Some are strong; 
Some arc pretty; 
Some are not; 
Some are witty; 
Some think they are; 

But what's the " diff " ? they are "Al l " Freshmen, 
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f'ovey — " Do you believe Hades is a condition ? " 
Scott — Is^o; but vice versa." 

P. Sliarpe — " D i d you ever notice that ninety-nine women out 
of a luindrcd press the button with tlieir thumbs when ringing the 
bell in a street car? Do you know why that is? " 

P. D i n k e l — " X o ; w h y ? " 
Pearl (brilliantly) — " They want to get off." 

A dry subject — an Egyptian mummy. 

Electricity in Franklin's time was a wonder, now we make light 
of it. 

How to restore oil paintings — carry them back to the owner. 

Mr. Sweeney — " "What's worse than biting into an apple and 
finding a worm ? " 

Mr. O ' B r i e n — " F i n d i n g two Avorms." 
Joe — " ISTo; to find a half a worm." 

He called her " lily," " violet," " rose," 
And every other sweet flower of spring. 

She said: " I can't be all of those, ' 
So you must lilac everything." — Ex. 

Physics problem, after a long drawn-out proof — 'Now we have 
X equals O. 

Sleepy voice from the rear — "And all that work for nothing." — 
Ex. 

Ancient History Teacher — " For what do we remember the 
Greeks ? " 

Mr. Wilcox — " ! forget." 

A " funny man " thought he would break up a suffrage meeting, 
so, from the audience, he called out to the woman speaker: " Say,, 
l\radam, would you like to be a man ? " 

Pack, instantly, came the reply: " Yes, I would ; would you ? " 
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All Gaul is divided into three parts; cheek cast-iron, nerve and 
brass. 

J .— " You are the breath of life to me." 
M.— " Well, sujipose you hold your breath awhile." 

Am. Hist. Teacher — " Mr. Carr, will you name some Sj)anish 
explorers ? " 

j\Ir. Carr — '' Christopher Columbus." 
Am. Hist. T . — "Are there any more ? " 
Carr — " Oh, I guess that'll be about enough for to-day." 

Miss Shaver (absent mindedly) — " Is your name Sperry ? " 
Lucile Walters — " Not yet." 

Heard in French II. 
Teacher — " There are about five boys in this class who study at 

home." 
Fite — " Who are the other four ? " 

I f you would bo well informed, read the paper. Even a paper 
of pins will give you some points.— Ex. 

Teacher (to tardy s t u d e n t ) — " J o h n , what makes you so late 
to-day ? " 

John — " It is so slippery that every time I took two steps forward 
I slipped back three." 

Teacher —• " Then how did you get here ? " 
John — " Oh, I started home again." 

Merselis — " Want to buy a book ? " 
II. Schilling — " What ails it ? " 
M .— " Nothing." 
S .— " Then, what are you selling it for ? " 
M . — " Nothing." 
S . _ " I'll take it." 

reo]>lc say that this is a " horseless " age, but some of our Latin 
students still cling to the old method. 
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" J.)i(l you make those biscuits, my dear ? " asked a young husband. 
'' Yes, darling." 

Well, I'd rather you wouldn't make any more, sweetheart." 
" Why not, my love? " 
'' J3ecause, angel mine, you are too light for such heavy work." 

" Go ask father," the maiden said, 
J îit the young man knew her father was dead 
And he knew the life her father had led, 
So she knew that he knew what she meant when she said: 

" Go ask father." 
• 

Do You Know These Girls? 
The musical girl — Sara ]^ade. 
The smallest girl — Minnie Mum. 
The stylish girl — Ella Gant. 
The big-hearted girl — Jennie Rosity. 
The s])itefnl girl — Anna Mosity. 
The city girl — Minnie Apolis. 

Miss Ifnycs — " Every time T hear about an orange it makes me 
think of (.^hristmas chimes. They resemble each other so much." 

]\Iiss Poole — "Where 's the connection between an orange and 
Christmas chimes ? " 

.M iss Hayes — " Why, it's all in the peal." 

" Some ])eo])le are more superstitious than others. I knoAV some 
who tie l)eads around a child's neck. They say it will bring good 
luck." 

" 'I'hat's nothing, I knew a man who tied a cigar box around his 
neck bccavsse his hair was falling out." 

" W h y did ho do that?" 
" To kec]) his hair in." 

Young Suffragette (about to break a w i n d o w ) — " O h , I 'm so 
afraid." 

Old Suffragette — " D o n ' t fear, ])ut your trust in God. She is 
evervwhere." 
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