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Whalen i

By JOHN MORAN
Gozetie Reporter - -

ALBANY -~ In » turnaround from

statements, Mayor Thoimas

. Whalen 111 told the revamped
Com;:;plt&fnum Helations Board
Laat { that there I8 & p«mr.Im

roblem’” between police and the

community over alieged police
abase.

Several weeks um day after a
demonsiration in of Whalen's
home against alleged abuse, the
mayor said be didn't thisk relations
were deteriorating between the black
commusnity and police. Last night
he said, ‘s & perceplion prob-
lem for police in the city. There's no
doubt about It."”

“U there are solated proven ol
dences of police misconduct, you
have my assurance that those ln-

admit

stances will be dealt with promptly,”
Whalen told the board, which was

meeting for the first time in almost &

”I.-‘;Hﬂ Chief John Dale also ad-
dressed board members, ssying his
t will cooperste 100 per

former members of the

which all parties agree was a fallure.

Former board members sald the new

will ot relations be-

ween ithe police and the commu-
nity.

“it's aimply a public relations
mechanism,'’ sald former board
mamber Alice Green, who now di-
rects the Centar for Law and Justice.
“It's nlﬂ: independent. It has 8o
power. it's the mayoes board.”

Green had 4ok the Mation-
gl Association for the Advancement

sburg Ambulance Corp. and Delanson Fire
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of Colored People for a time under
the old board structure, where grout:g
such as the NAACP designated -
viduals to serve.

Green's condemnation of the new
board was joined by Merton Simpson,
coordinater of the Capital District
Coalition Agaiast Apartheid and Rac-
ism, which also formerly had a repre-
sentative on the board.

(reen and others have called for
the formation of a civillan review
board with lavestigative powers Lo
ook inte police matlers. len and
Dale reiterated their opposition to
such & move last night.

"Tm prolessionaily o a
civilian review board, ause the

of discipline has o come
from the chiel,” Dale said. "Review
boards don't work. They never work.
it's been tried in & number of cit-
ien."”
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s ‘problem’ between

Sim and Green countered this
st in & written statement say-
ing, “We firmly belleve that citizens
ought to have some oversight and
conirol over those they have em-
powersd Lo use physical and deadly

force.”

in addition to tatives from
groups, the old board consisted of
menm of the Police
and members of the cily’s Human
Rights Commission. The bew strac-
ture. which Whalen announced in
April of last year, conalsts of 11
members, two from the Police De-
partment, three from the rights com-
mission and siz from the
comimunity.

Of the community members Lhree
are at-large, one re ia the sin-
dents of the State University of New
York at Albany, and there is one each
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car driven by Richard J. Haver, 33, of amstardam, went out of control
and hit them. Thay were taken to St Clare's Hoapitsl in Schenec-
! ’lfﬁ:rﬁthn ndmmod with a fractured shoulder and ankie

from the Ind and 3rd Wards. The stu-
dent designee and one al-large mem-
ber have yel to be named. All
members are appoioted by the

three members of the rights
commission -~ Rabbi Martin Stlver-
man, the Rev. Bevesford Balley, and
James Albea — are all velerans of
the old board, as is the Rev. Robert
W. Dizon, who is now an at-large rep-
resentative.

Following remarks from Whalen
and Dale, the board held a short
meeting, forming & nomiasations
commitiee Lo seek members for
chairman, vice chalrman and secre-

u?liurman suggested that at the
next moathly meeting the board

abould be od by officers from the
Police 's Internal Alfalrs
Unit on the department’s procedures

Mi)moqlice, blacks

for investigating compiaints of police
abuse.

Currently there are six abuse com-
laints belng investigated stemnung
rorn 8 Nov. 30 fracas in which five

le were arrested. Police Lt Rob-
ert Wolfgang, one of the depart-
ment's tatives on the board,
sald last night that the cowmplaints
are still being ovestigated.

in addition to that incident, com-
munity concern has been ralsed
pparent suicide of Corey Shel-
don, & young black mans who
say they found hanged by his in
the Division 11 lockup,

Whalen sald the “tragic and unfor-
tunate” Sheldon incident had “‘cre-
ated an apprebensive atmosphere
that Chief Dale and 1 waat (o be elim-
inated.”

“1f there are problems we will deal
with It no matier where it falls.”

~ OBITUARIES.

Edward L. Young, 76; was

dairy farmer and businessman

FORT PLAIN —~ Edward L.
Young, 78, of Paris Road died yester-

dey morning st bome after a long
{liness.

Born in Saranac Lake, Mr Young
was educated ln Herkimer schools.

He operated & dairy farm in the town
of Minden while at

ton Arms in flion orid War
and also while the ¥

opera
Crest lmplement Co. ia for }

yoars.

Mr. ¥ was a commanicant of
8. Jame's Catholic Church.

Survivors include his wife, Helen
Smith Young, three sons, Fdward L.
Young 11 of Palatine Bridge and
Douglas F. and Ronald M. Young,
both of Fort Plain, four sisters, Amy
Sirk of Middleviile, Herkimer
County, Delima Bartiett of Sanguoit,
Oneida County, Jeany Nichols of De-

Robert Gibbons

SCHENECTADY - A service will
be heid for Robert D. Gibbons, 64, of
37 Cal Cay, Vero Beach, Fla,
formerly of Schenectady, who died
Sunday at Indian Memaorial Hospital,
Vero Beach, after a sbort [liness.

Blorn lo Scheneciady, Mr. Gibbons
lived there most of his life until mov-

Youin Wy 'hiwmida thiae waad & s ool

troit, Mich., and Agnes McGuire of
Bolse, Idabo; 11 grandchildren; and
two {-grandchildren.

A of Christian burial will be
celebrated at 11.30 this morning at
8t. James Church, Reid Street.

burial will be in Mohawk
Cemetery, Mobawk.

There will be no calling hours,

Contributions may be made (o Lhe
Mid-County Volusieer Ambulance
Servioe.

Arrapgements are by Swarlz &
Schinledel Funeral Home, 34 Center

St
Marie Crannell

AMSTERDAM — A service will be
held tomorrow for Mrs. Marie E.
Crannell, 83, of Holland Gardens
Apartmenia, who died Sunday st her
daughter's home (o Fonds alter a

s, . Crum
in lyn, Mrs,
Wi ted in and lived in

Broadalblo for many years belore
moving 10 Amsterdam.

She was & ho;nu wnd was
£ at the Horig. w (iroup
until ber illoess. '

Survivors include & son, Richard
Crannel!l of Minetto, two da ;
Char Walker of Fonda and K U New:




Whalen urges better police-citizen relatlons

By Catherine Clabby

Satt writer

ALBANY - Mayor Thomas M.
Whalen Il teld members of the
cily's newly reorganized communi-
ty-police relations board Monday he
rtcogmws that some who live in this
city, particularly in black neighbor-
hoods, are suspicious of local police.

“There is a perception problem for
the police in the city, there's no
doubt about it," said Whalen, refer-
ring to recent allegations of miscon-
duct connected to the alleged beat-
ing of members of an Arbor Hill
family and suspicions expressed
over the apparent suicide of Corey
Sheldon, a young, black robbery

suspect.

Whalen stressed, however, that he
does not believe the suspicions are

based in fact.

“Those instances, | think, have
created an  apprehension in the
community that is not well founded.
But it's an apprehension none the
less “¢hat Chief (John) Dale and 1
want to be eliminated,” said Whalen,
whose home for the first time in
memory earlier this month was the
site of an angry demonstration in the
wake of Sheldon’'s death.

That demonstration occurred af-
ter a meeting at the Arbor Hill
Community Center — attended by
more than 100 people — held to
inform people how to file complaints

Albany police to vote on contract settiement

By Jos Mahoney

Statt winer

about alleged police brutality.

The mayor on Monday called on
the nine members appointed to date
to the 1l-person panel to help him
build a more “positive” relationship
between citizens and the police
department. He assured them any
allegations of police misconduct will
be taken seriously and investigated.

“If there are isolated lmtanm of
police misconduct, you have
assurance that those instances wi
be dealt with correctly and prompt-
ly,” he said, a promise repeated by
Dale, who also appeared before the

panel.

The community-police relations
board has been dormant for nearly a
year following Whalen’s criticism of
its former makeup, which included
representatives of some organiza-
tions critical of the board’s inability
to direct and make public the resuits
of internal police investigations. The
mayor rejected a recommendation
by um body that members be given
such powers, a proposition Dale also

opposes.

Comprised of neighborhood repre-
sentatives, members of the city
Human Rights Commission, police
officers and a State University at
Albany student, the new panel will
have the ability to accept citizen
complaints of pohce misconduct and
review the results of department
probes. If board members don't
agree with the results of those
probes, they can ask Whalen Lo order

covered by the contract.

Police have been working

a second review,

Board members also are expected
to make recommendations to the
mayor and the police department on
how to enhance mutual trust and
res between citizens and police,

to funnel concerns from the commu-
nity to police and to prepare an
annual report.

Alice Green, president of the
Center for Law and Justice Inc., a
longtime critic of the police depart-
ment and a one-time board member
herself, distributed a press release at
the, meeting that faulted Whalen's
rejection of increased powers for a
citizens’ panel.

“The new structure ... appears to
be nothing more than another clever
attempt on the part of the mayor to
create the im on that there is
no problem of police abuse in our
community and that a powerless
body under his gui can function
to simply improve community-po-
lice relations,” she wrote.

Two newly appointed members,
questioned after the meeting, were
more optimistic that the panel can
be independent and offer substantive
assistance.

Lioyd Baliou, the son of Arbor Hill
Alderwoman Sara Logan, said he
thinks the board can be of help to
people looking to file complamts
against police when merited. “We're
not here to just sit around a table”

llaror ﬂumm l. Mu i
“a perception problem”

he said.

Marilyn Hammond, a South End
resident and outreach worker for the
Evangelical Protestant Church, said
the city's police department is made
up mostly of helpful people with a
tough job. That doesn’t mean, she
said, there aren’t “a few bad apples.”

Other members include the Rev.
Robert Dixon, Gail Elliot, Rabbi
Martin Silverman, James Albea, the
Rev. Berseford Bailey, Police Li
Robert Woligang and Capt. Vincent
Foley.

Board members agreed to meet
the fourth Monday each month
Their next session will be held Feb.
25 at the Arbor Hill Community

Center.

the agreement,

without a contract

The agreement covers three units within the

ALBANY — The Albany Police Officers Union
will vote next week on a tentative settlement in
the negotiations for a new police contract.

Union and city officials on Monday withheld

details of the 2-year package, pending the
ratification vote next week by the rank and file of

the 320-member union.

Howe police department sources said the
agreeme.. . would give officers ray increases of
approximately 5 percmt a year for the two years

since Jan. 1, and the pact would be retroactive Lo
then.

Detective James W. Tuffey, president of the
union, said the proposed a t will be
presented to the union membership at two
meetings Thursday at the of Columbus
Hall on Ontario Street. The ratification vote will
be held a week later.

“In this economy, it's a fair s«  nent,” said
Tuffey, declining to comment on the particulars in

union: patrol, sergeants and lieutenants, and
captains and inspectors.

City Corporation Counsel Vinceat M. McArdle
Jr. sald the downturn in the national economy
weighed on the negotiations. "Both sides think it
was fair under the present circumstances,” he
said of the agreement,

Among issues dividing
whether Martin Luther King
added as a paid holiday.

the two sides had been
Jr. Day would be

have 10 days to straighten
problem out.

The department receives ab
350 to 400 complaints of zoning
building code viclations a y«
according to Ralph Hildenbra:
department director.

“We have handled complaints
years, 15 or more years, ever si
there has been a Building Dep
ment,” said Hildenbrandt. “C
plaints have expanded because
junk cars. We've been more invol
for the last 10 years.”

Man charged wif

TROY — A 23-year-old city n
pregnant girifriend.

John R. Janiszak of 66% Sixt}
with assaulting Susan McGraw,

Janiszak was charged with th
City Court Judge Patrick McG:
County Jail and is due back in ¢«

McGraw told police that Jani
sleeping on his bed and he begas
screaming, McGraw charged th
her nose and mouth and causing

McGraw's glasses also wenr
pregnant, did not seek medical t

Sewer district pl

MENANDS ~ The Albany Co
award from the Eavironmental

The plant was selected to re
New Jersey, the Virgin Islands
that occurs later this year,

The award was made on the t
in the category of plants with a

The plant is designed to ham
day and has been in operation
cities of Albany, Cohoes ar
Guilderiand, and the villages of

Radio club to s«

TROY — The Amtcur‘::’di
accept messages of 25 w ¢

The messages will be sent
Saudi Arabia, where they will

The messages are expected
two weeks for regular mail

F - information, contact J
I 3.
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Jail death probed 7«

To the Editor: s Lol &

Alice Green and several other members
of the community have been very vocal in
expressing their outrage about the recent
death of Corey Sheldon at the Division 2
police lockup. Mr. Sheldon's death was
clearly a tragic and unfortunate event. 1
am nevertheless very concerned about the
serious and unsupported allegations that
are currently being made about the role of
Albany police officers in this case.

If any ofificers were negligent or
otherwise at fault, they should be punished
appropriately. It serves no constructive
purpose, however, to inflame passions
while the case is still being investigated.
As a former member of the Commission of
Correction's Medical Review Bureau, I
can assure the people of Albany that the
commission conducts thorough and impar-
tial investigations of all inmate suicides.

The Commission of Correction is an
independent state agency with no ties to
the Albany Police Department. A trained
investigator will be assigned to gather
evidence in this case. and his/her report
will be reviewed by a panel of medical
and psychiatric experts before the com-
mission releases its findings. The mem-
bers of this panel are appointed by the
g_ﬁvemor and serve without compensation.

he panel currently includes Dr. Michael
Baden, a world famous forensic patholo-
gist who has participated in a number of
highly complex and technical cases
around the world. If Albany police officers
are guilty of any wrongdoing, the commis-
sion will document it and advise the
appropriate authorities.

It is essential that we keep an open
mind despite the opinion of certain
individuals that Mr. Sheldon would never
have committed suicide. [ have personally
investigated inmate suicides in which the
victim had no known mental health
history and had never advised family or
friends of any suicidal thoughts. The
evidence subsequently showed that their
decisions to end their lives were impulsive
reactions to highly stressful situations in
which they were isolated from their
support systems and were experiencing

at fear or uncertainty about their {ate.
t is also important to note that a person
can die within three minutes of hanging
himself herself. Nothing short of constant
supervision will ever prevent all future
suicides in the lockup.

It is irresponsible to circulate rumors
about what the Albany police might or
might not have done in the Sheidon case.
Basic fairness and objectivity require that
we refrain from making unfounded allega-
tions while the case s sull being investi-
gated
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Replies to accusations

To the Editor;

In a recent article in The Times Union,
Mayor Whalen reportedly accused me of
exploiting the unfortunate death of Corey
Sheldon. . in a letter to the editor on
Jan. 18, Dennis McCarthy, of the state
Division of Criminal Justice Services,
accused me of “inflaming passions” by
making unsupported allegations about the
role of Albany police officers in the death
of Mr. Sheldon.

Both claims are totally false and
reckless.

It is most disturbing that these two men,
who hold responsible positons in our
community, can be so careless and
irresponsible in basing their accusations
ot totally false information.

As 1 wrote to the mayor, I have never

blicly or privately questioned whether
ﬁr. C s death was other than a
suicide. Others are charged with the
responsibility of inve ting the circum-
stances surrounding death. On the
contrary, our office issued a statement the
day after his death lamenting the fact that
another suicide had taken place in the
Albany Police lockup.

| fear that the unfounded allegations of
these two men are designed to mask the
real issues which I have raised tedly,
and will continue to do so. :
procedures at the lockup should be
changed Izrwmt another suicide from
occuring and police should be made more
accountable to the community in order to
insure justice and restore confidence in
our department.
ALICE P. GREEN, PhD
Albany
The writer is president, Center for Law
and Justice. Inc.




By SELWYN RAAR

New York City Police Commissioner
Lee P. Brown has issued new rules
Hmiting police surveillance of political
activities after an oversight panel
found that officers had improperly
photographed and videotaped partici-
pants at street rallies concerning Cuba.

The stricter guidelines stemmed
from complaints that the police had
violated a court agreement by photo-
graphing the faces of supporters and
opponents of President Fidel Castro of
Cuba at a demonstration and counter-
demonstration in midtown Manhattan
last April 7.

In a report last week to Mr., Brown, |

Police to Restrict Filming of Political Rallies
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the department's 26,800 officers be
given clearer directives. The report
said that a third officer who was aware
 of the Handschu prohibitions had inad-

the oversight panel said that three offi- | demonstrations to help supervisors re- ;,eh‘ﬁg"tgy mrncat:'?i:der;}%fxﬁg‘ﬂ?ﬁjﬁti};ﬁ
cers had taken 35 close-up still pictures | view their crowd-control methods. * frf}m‘m‘ f!mgp of mivohers mglhe oks
and seven minutes of videotapes of | The Handschu case was a suit by a | b |
demonstrators. It said that the filming | group who contended that the police Chief Cleared of Wrongdoing
had violated its guidelines. But the | had violated their constitutional rights |  The authority, by finding there had
panel concluded that two of the officers | by monitoring their political activities. been no intentional violations of the old
had been unaware of the guidelines, | As part of the settlement of the sull, | puidelines, in effect cleared of WIrong-
and that the third had focused on the 'named for one of the plaintiffs, a panel doing the Manhattan South Borough
demonstrators inadvertently. of two deputy police commissioners Commander, Assistant Chief Thomas
Under a 1985 Federal court order|and a civilian was created as the Hand- { P. Walsh, Chief Walsh had ordered the
known as the Handschu agreement, the | schu Authority to oversee and approve juse of videotape and still cameras,
Police Department is prohibited from political surveillance, ’ in revised guidelines issued on
photographing people who are not | Noting that two of the officers who Thursday, Commissioner Brown said
under arrest or committing crimes. photographed the demonstrators m | that the use of still or video cameras
The original guidelines permit only the April were unaware of the previous [ was allowable only if there was a "a
filming and photographing of police | guidelines and restrictions, the author- { bona fide need" o prepare material on
formations and tactics at political | ity in its report recommended that all i crowd control or if there was a reason-

r
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able belief that crimes or arrests would
oceur,

He also said requests to use the
equipment must be approved by the
Chief of the Department, Robert J.
Johnston Jr, the force's highest rank-
ing uniformed officer. Chief Johnston
will review all photographs and video
tapes within 60 days to determine if
they conform to the guidelines.

The Commissioner also ordered that
an annual report be submitted to the
authority describing all photographic
and video monitoring by the police at
political rallies,

Jethro M. Eisenstein, a lawyer who
represented the plaintiffs in the Hand-
schu suit, said the authority's report
‘recognized that violations had been
committed by officers in civilian
clothes" and that the previous guide-
lines had been unclear. The new rules,

virgeer . i s e

o]
.

he added, will require the police to fully
justify their reasons for filming politi-
cal demonstrations. .l
The organizations in the April
demonstrations were the United Statgs
Hands Off Cuba Coalition, a pro-Castro
group, and the Junta Politica Club anid
the Cuba Civic Forum, which Spon-

{ sored the anti-Castro rally.

The complaints were filed by the
New York Civil Liberties Union and
four lawyers. The suit was the third
controversy to develop over compli-
ance with the Handschu agreement. In
1987, the department acknowledged
that intelligence officers had covertly
attended meetings of the New York
City Civil Rights Coalition. In 1989, the
department was found to have improp-
erly recorded political views expressed

0N a radio station, WLIB.
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Our New Diesel Shop.
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Minorities

Nt F

of police

Abuse by officers
alleged in Albany

By John Caher
and Catherine Clabby

Stafl writers
ALBANY - While city officials
tutional rights of black people,

DoOw

consti
m are acknowledging the
perception that who
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abuse their power is a in |
itself. l
No incident in recent memory f

better {llustrates the of citizen

than the death last month
of Sheldon, a 21-year-old black
robbery suspect who police said
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“They h‘"’ a4 problem. It's a

for,” he said.

le can't find a cure
Racism is a disease.”
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U.S. No. 1 in violent crims

Americans rape, murder, rob
at unrivaled pace, report says

b e et s g P SN

Knight-Riddar ﬂiywpr_rt

WASHINGTON — The United States is
“the most violent and self-destructive nation
on Earth.” the Senate Judiciary Commitiee

said in a report Tuesday.

The report depicted Americans killing,
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Have you been a victim
in the past year?

Call us at 789-5732 &
Detalls, Page 2
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“When viewed from the national perspec-
tive, these crime rates are sobering, When
viewed from the international perspective,

. ' p ™ it 4 {‘u[“(}us \ 4 "
raping and robbing one another a 0% they are truly embarrassing, the report said.

rate, Surpassing every other country

keeps crime Statistics.

The nation's citizens commitied a record

number of killings in 1990 — at least 23,300,
a record num-

cebvm the oM.

wduia -curghyythree an hour — and

The report noted that the homicide rate

Turn to C rime, Page 11

W
Daniels goes to Washington 10 urge guit

Crime: Violence in U.S. worst in world

Continued from Page |

in the United States was more than
twice that of Northern Ireland.
which 1s torn by civil war, fows
times that of Italy; nine imes Eng-
land’s and 1! umes Japan's.

Violence against women in the
United States was even more per-
vasive, the commitiee said.

The rape rate 1n the United
| States was eight times higher than

in France, 15 umes higher than in
England, 23 times higher than la.
ly's and 26 umes higher than in
Japan, according to the report,

Robbery rates followed much
the same pattern: six times higher
than in England, seven times high-
er than Naly’s — and nearly 150
umes higher than in Japan.

The committee’s report, based
on raw FBI data and preliminary
statistics for last year, based its
comparisons on Justice Deparnt-
ment statistics for industniahized
nations. Crime reporting standards
. vary in those countries, and crime
rates for less-developed Third
World nations generally are either
unavailable or unreliable.

However, the report made clear
that violence in the United States
has no equal among the world's
developed nations.

“More than 1.8 mullion Ameri-
cans were murdered, raped,
robbed or assaulted in 1990." the

commtiee sawd, That makes the
violent cnime rate last year the
highest ever. which means Amery-
cans are hikelier 10 become victims
of violent crimes today than at any
time in modern history, the com-
mittee sad.

Fewer than 35 Amencans be-
came the victims of violent crimi-
nals every hour in 1960. Today
about 200 Americans are victime-
1ized every hour.

in New Haven, as in other
crime-ridden cities around the
country, the report hils a sensitive
nerve.

Tthere were 31 homiacides in
New Haven last year, down from
34 the previous year.

Bridgeport led the state with 61
homicides, up from 43 in 1989
Hartford's homicide rate dropped
from 33 to 24

New Haven Police Chief Nicho-
las Pastore said the report should
help illustrate the problem, so peo-
ple can begin to address 11. But, he
said, addressing the nation's vio-
lence does not mean more police
and morg jails.

Crime 18 rooted in racism, he
said. If people are treated with re-
spect, ¥ they are considered wor-
thy of proper housing, food, pro-
tection, education, shelter, then
they will in turn respect others.

“They're are 100 many people
living in despair.,”” he said.

okt I ADETS 1
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“You've got to invest in quality of
hife.”

As for the police, he said, they
must be trained 10 be sensitive 1o
other cultures, and departments
should hire more blacks. Hispanics
and women, he said.

“The police around this country
must get away from that military
mindset. They musi bead down to
Uit up.” Pastore said. '

In the report, Sen. Arlen
Specter, R-Pa., a member of the
Judiciary Commuttee, noted that
the Unmited States had more than
three police officers for every re-
ported violent cnime in 1950, In
1990, there were more than three
violent crimes for every police
officer.

Yet the Bush administration
wants to cut federal funding for
state and local law agencies by
nearly $100 million, down to $450
mithion, Judiciary Commitiee
Chairman Joseph R. Biden, D-
Del., said Tuesday.

Biden released the report as he
imntroduced crime-control legisia-
tton aimed at inreasing federal
funding for state and local police
by 31 billion, banning assault
weapons and imposing the death
penalty for more than 30 federal

offenses. Bush submitted his crime

bill Monday.

Register reporter Virginia Morri
contribuied to this story,
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'Cite four cases as indicating a pattern of abuse
hv law enf()rt'ement oil’wers in the mtv
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ALRANY Two local attornevs who

represent clients with pending federal suits
JHeging pohiee brutality in Alhany want the
VS Justice Department to investigate what

they  mamtain s a  pattern of  pohice
mseonduct here

Attorneys Terence Kindlon and Mark
Mishior are seeking probes i hght of

\itorney  General Richard  Thornburgh s
recent order that 8 national review of police
brutality cases be undertaken Thornburgh s
order followed the national uproar that
weompanied reports on the brutal police

heating Mareh 3 of a black motorist filmed
by an unseen observer in Los Angeles

Alhany Police Chief John Dale on Tuesday
satid the attorneys have every night 1o write
whomever they wish, but repeated his ofy.
stated view that s department has ade
quate mwans o investigate such complainis
internally

| have the utmost confidence in the
internal affairs anit,” he said The chief and
Mayvor Thomas M Whalen 1 have conceded
that the perception of police brutalily exists
here, particularly among the cityvs black
community, but insist that it 18 unfounded

in two letters addressed (o several federgl
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officials, including an attorney assigned 1o
the  Justice Department in Washington
Kindlon and Mishler pote four cases they
have hied in federal court that allege police
hratality. Theee plamtilis in the cases are
iack. one 15 white

We feel that theae
important and that '«
put  them immediatelv  in
attorney general, he wnd

casen are terribly
our responsibilidy o
fromt of the

They single owt two present officers and
one retired offiver named in three of the
cases i one letter, saving, “We believe thai
thes vopattern of brutality by certam
poli e sftiers that rises to a level of being a
w:immn if the federat civil rights law

The cases cited in the letters include the
following

® Hobert Butler of Albany (% suing the city

for $7.3 mithon, contending that he was
riding a bicycle in September 1989 in Arbor
Hill when he was cut off by an unmarked
police car and knocked (o the ground He
alleges that he was beaten by several
officers on the street, in a car and ol
EMvision 2 headguarters

@ James Lunday of Albany is suing for
$7 13 mullion and alleges that Kenneth Sutton
and other officers o May 1989 kicked and
teat him and subjected him to “vile, obscene
and racist language  after Lunday refused to
identify himsell to undercover officers while
walting for his girifriend outside 8 eity
restavrant

® Daniel Amlaw. a former city resident, is
summg for §7.13 million. He contends that in
October 1089 he was assaulted and inlsely
arvesied alter he expressed impatience with

Lawyers seek federal probe of alleged Albany police brutality

officers Irisking 2 woman at the downtown
bus station with whom he planned to share a

cab

® McKinley Branch Jr. an Albany man
who was suspected of deali drugs to a 14
year-old. is seeking 34 million in damages

and contends that he was driving on ﬁmﬂt
Swan Street in November 1989 when he was
pulled over by three police officers in an
unmarked vehicle. He claims that an officer
struck him on the head with a Nashlight and
stomped on his back, and that he was
assaulted at the Division 2 headquarters

Despite repeated phone calls Tuesday W
the civil rights division of the Justice
Department, a spokesman could not be
reached to explain whether the cases could
qualify for federal scruliny as part of the

Man accused
of pouring
sugar in tank

By Vincent Jachson

Stat wries

COLONIE — A Wolf Road restau.
rant owner, accused of pouring sugar
iMe an employee's gas lank, is
scheduled to appear tonight before
Town Justice Nicholas Caponera

(veorge P Carta, 43 of 26 Via
Daviner St Clifton Park, was
charged Monday with fourth-degree
criminal mischiel, 3 misdemeanor,
for pouring sogar into a car, sccord-
ing Lo the police report

The incident took place Monday at
Long Johmn Stiver's Seafood Shoppe.
the police report said

Colonie police Investigator
Charles Tryon said police are still
trying to determine the mative.

Carta, a Brooklyn native, paid
$100 bail and was told to return for

his arvaignment at 7 tonight,

Donald ¥ Howell, 21, of Albany
said Tuesday that he was w
the restaurant Monday evening 3@
four peopie from Flocida, v

m
dining at the neighbortog uﬁ
came inlo the restsurant snd

they Ssaw someone pouring sugar into
the gas tank of & gray car Thet wes
Howell's car.

“The witnesses told me not te

since 1988 be, the guy wanied
to kill me "

Howell said he was told thet the
car would run for a while and then
quit because of the sugar and
gasoline mixture He said it cost bim

$450 1o have the gas tank and fuel
the

clesned out after
{0 & service o ation
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charged with a similar robbery that

said also took place on the

Park access road. That

- was later diamissed, howey-

er, a the case was bound over for

grand jury action and the alleged

¢ wvictim could not be located, authori-
- ties said.

It was in November 1980 that

Sheldon began attending services
regularly at Wilborn Temple First

Church of God in Christ on Lancaster

@ Churchgoer and robbery suspect

By Joe Mahoney professional manner.”
Wm Less than six hours later, at &15
;t:g‘ writers am. Sheldon was found hanging

somber funera from his shirt in Cell 23 in the
wgh.. A : Division 2 lockup, where he had been
lodged at 415 m.m.. Pol:z said he
was checked at § a.m. nothing
of a young man with (wo was amiss. Albany County Coroner

: Paul Marra has ruled that Sheldon
mpmmmmmm- .
- one died from hanging.
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church.

Jeffress sald he last saw Sheldon
on New Year's Eve when Sheldon led
the congregation in a “Watch Night"
devotional service. "He was very
happy and we had a wonderful
service,” he said. “He didn’t talk like
he was despondent in any way.”

Sheidon’s death prompted a dem-
onstration Monday night outside the
home of Mayor M. Whalen
[I1. The protesters voiced skepticism
over thenpdollct account of the

and claimed that police
brutality

against blacks is wide

Community activist Alice
reen has also contended that the
Sheldon case shows that police
screening of black prisoners for
signs of suicide is inadequate.

On Wednesday, 3rd Ward Alder-
woman Sara E. who repre
sents Arbor Hill, the critics of
police, saying she feared that they
could discourage officers from doing
their best work in her neighborhood.

“1 don't want te Mve in a commud-
ty where police protection isn't at its
best,” she said.

Those alleging brutality should
file formal complaints with the
Police Department'’s internal affairs
anit and collect facts before staging

highly visible protests, Logan said.

Logan stressed that she was not
:ttan*klné the credibility of the police
critics. also said she wanted to
volce a vote of confidence for John
Dale. the city's first black police
chisi

“1 don't think we could come up
with a better , & more guall-

fied person,” she said. “John Dale
grew up in this community.”
On Friday, Logan will stage a
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6 complamts filed with Albany police

JOHN MORAN /
(B},azette Reporter “'/ 1/

ALBANY - Six people filed z;:l
cal abuse com ts with the
Depariment yesterday, and the
mayor and police chief both accused
some involved with the issue of hav-

ulterior motives.
our members of the Cancer fam-
ily and two other individuals filed

SN
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s

complaints with the Internal Affairs
Uult, to Police Chief John
Dale. Five of the six complaints
claim the individuals were assaulted
by police, including one from Maria
Cancer, of Quail Street, who said she
was six months pregnant when she
was hit in the stomach by officers.
Dale said his Internal Affairs Unit
had gone as far as it could in its

investigation of the Nw_. S-ﬂ incident
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and was waiting for the complainis to
complete the investigation.

Both Mayor Thomas M. Whalen
11 and Dale, in separate interviews,
said they believed certain people are
exploiting the recent surge of con-
cern over police conduct — partially
due to what ‘fouce call the suicide of
a 21-year-old black man, Corey Shel-

whﬂa in the city lockup.
Whnlen specifically named lawyer

" 2 vistory b the siernatoanagl

AT R LR e L

Mark Mishler, who s rr
theCamhmﬂyinlu R,
as someone with a self-interest in the
issue.

“He has several suits agalast the

city,” Whalen said.
Mlshler, who was not aware of

Whalen's comments at the time, said
he has two lawsuits pending in fed-

See SIX FILE, Page B14
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Continued from B-1

“an objective, fair review. That's my
onlzgl That's my personal agen-

flirmed her desire for a
civilian review panel.

She and Mishler said the number
of people at the demonstration, and
the fact that more than lwm
showed up at a meeting at the
Hill Community Center just before

: "._'T - ‘
m" h" allegadly favnnd 0. ... .

date,” Belsky said.
came into account but that

surrender his clothes and stole his
wallet with about 840 in cash.

Police said Sheidon underwent a
routine screening for suicidal tend-
encies and was held in the Division 2
lockup. At 8:15 a.m. Thursday, about
15 minutes after he was last checked
by an officer, he was found hanging
from a shirt tied to an sir vent
Police said they attempted to revive
him, but he lnter died at Albany
Medical Center Hospital,

Police ruled it a suicide, the first
lntheloekupinnmthm!wmn
since they intensified their screening
procedures. Friends and relatives,
however, have said Sheldon was a
deeply religious and upstanding
young man, engaged to be married
and serving in the National Guard,
and wouldn't have killed himself,

Dale noted that about 11,000 peo-
mpund through the lockup in the

!our years and the screening
detects about six or seven potential
suicides a week, who are sent to the
Capital District Psychiatric Center.
The department is looking at the
procedure to see if it needs
ening, Dale said, and he could not
speculate on how Sheldon might

other faetor

ALBANY -~ Pbllea Chief John

- Dale, brbm:g at. whnt he called
"l cell

m maen h his
Mayor Thomses M. lem 111
Tuesday in lashing out at activists
they say are using the death to
bolster personal agendas.
king to the Albany Khhnh
Club the day after than 65
le protuted in front of his South
3 idon's _ “trag-
icweind criticized activist Alice
Green of the Centér for Law and
Justice for using the a8 a

springboard for crmcilm the
police force.

"I think it's outrageous to claim
that there is some t of thread
that runs through t.he Iice Da’part-

of abuse,”
rw mmmt

“vintage Alkﬁaﬂrm”
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‘ I think it's .
outrageous to ém
that there is some type
of thread that rums
through the Police =™
Department relating to /

any type of abuse ,

Covey Sheldon? and sald M
bislieve that it was a .
mlshcmnwukmedh

custody. |
"Tom I:minuttetheﬁd
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a rallying polnt hr re
nowed police f*riﬂﬂium Sha sabd wben
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® Police critic's arrest s
By Joy Jookweeits

M
L -.

“He didn't say that,” said Demon-
ya Hicks, Ryan's companion.

Hicks sald he and Ryan left his LM i idec o
y First Street bome around 7 pm., ¥
whe got caught up in the raid but stopped at the Livingston Avemue ;
was not arrested also said Wednes- apartment of a friend, Granville Nt Hu
¢ that she filed a complaint with Cancer, and had just turned the Lol if
: over their handling of her son.  corner onto Clinton and were going f j,r;,,.w‘._m/-*-ﬂ .
¢ east when police grabbed them. The f S
officers, Hicks said, threw them onte /s Lentc N
a e ""/‘x

Hicks said he was told to take off his &_/.é,ﬁz A s
18, of 383 Livingston Ave. Smeakers by an officer. “He was in
ag a Tuesday night drug raid at ™Y face, yelling at me,” Hicks said. Flgr rrehF

an a crack house in the Police shattered the windows to
basement of 411 Clinton Ave. “I the apartment to gain entry, and
didn’t know that,” he said. “We didn't  inside they arrested Comy Lewis, 19, ,,..,..L(u_,a_m,/
realize who this person was until we  of Queens and Avasel Caldwell, 26, of |
got him down here.” 411 Clinton Ave. on charges of

Ryan faces no drug counts but was  fourth-degree criminal possession of
charged with second-degree hinder- 2 controlled substance and posses-

i on, a felony. . Sion with intent to sell. Fargione said
ng prosecution, a felony, for alleged police found 101 vials of crack

ly running to the apartment doorway .
and shouting “5-0,” slang for police. COcaine in the apartment packaged

Officers at that moment were about 107 sale.

to execute a search warrant, and Deborah Bell, who lives above the
Fargione said the charge implies apartment, said she arrived home
that Ryan knew about the alleged just as police were emerging from
drug operation inside. their cars. She said Ryan and the

But a 14-year-old First Street boy See ARREST / B-8
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This pamphlet is not a substitute for
the advice of a lawyer.

If you are arrested or if you think vou
are about to be arrested, your first
step should be to obtain the
assistance of a lawyer. To get legal
help, contact any of the following:

Albany County Public Defender
447-7150

Albany County Bar Association
(Lawyer Referral Service)
445-7691

NY State Defender Association
465-3524

To file a complaint about
police abuse, contact:

Capital District Coalition
Agninst Apartheid & Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 12203

Alice Green, Executive Director
Center for Law & Justice, Inc.

427-8361

s eabild e e Arnanle

The Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racism is collecting information about
incidents of police abuse in Albany i i
that trends can be identified and propte™
action can be taken to discipline officers
who mistreat citizens. The Coalition |
cannot provide individual legal
representation, but we hope to help stop
police abuse by gathering and presenting
documented information aboul
incidents of police abuse.

a project of the Social Justice Lenter
Labor Donated ‘

{91
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POLICE ABUSE
What To o

Your rights:

on the street
In a car
at home
1 you arc
arrested

Capital Distncl Coalition Against
Apartheid & Racisin
Rox 3002, Pine Hill Bation
Albany. New York 12203




POLICE AB
INCLUDES:

verbal raciallethnic slurs and
derogatory comments

physical shoving, kicking,
beating, or any physical con-
tact that is not necessary in
order for the officer to do his
or her job

psychological intimidation -
threats of harm or violence,
threats of trumped-up charges

If you are a victim of police

abuse or witness abuse, oblain
the following information:

Name of officer(s)

Badge number(s)

Car numberis)

Date/Time/Place

Race, sex, height, weight,

hair. complexion & eye color

of officer{s)

© Name, phone & address ol
witnessies)

@ Name of victim(s)

If you witness an incident in Albany,

call the Police at 463-4141 and

explain what you observed. This call
will be taped and will document the
incident. Also, {ile a complaint, (See
back for agencies that will help)

. W

if the police stop you on the
street or in a car

"

Remain calm and alert. Give only your
name and address when asked (and
provide license, registration and
insurance card if driving a car).

Don't panic

You are not legally required to identify
yourself on the street, but in most
situations doing so could help prevent
unnecessary confrontation with the
police officer. Pay attention to
everything that is going on and who 1s
involved.

if the police come to your
home:

ﬁ Ask to see a warrant

Check name, address & items listed.
Ask to see their badges and ID cards. If
the police do not have a warrant, tell
them politely that you do not want
them to enter your home and ask them
to please leave.

If the police attempt 1o search your
person, home or car, you do not have
to consent.

resist.

If you are arrested, you have the

right:

o to be informed of the charges against
you. Ask the officers what the charges

are.

e to remain silent. Do not answer any
questions other than your name and
address. Even if you are innocent,
something you say might be mistated
and used against you.

e o speak with a lawyer at the plac
where you are being held. Ask lor an
opportunity to make a telephone call.

e (0o have a lawyer appointed for you if
you cannot afford one. If you cannot
afford a lawyer, te'l the police and ask 1o
be provided with a lawyer.

Note: If you are arrested, have a witness
contact a friend or family member
immediately. If injured, ask for medical
treatment. If you dont receive

treatment, obtain it jimmediately upon
release. Always record the doctor's name

and date and ume of treatment.

Remember

pay attention to everything
the offficers do.




A POSITIVE STEP
A CRITICAL STRUGGLE
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STOP RACIST AND
ANTI-SEMITIC VIOLENCE

Enforce the
AntiGenocide Law

L ET US BE CLEAR: the rising tide of racist, anti-
Semitic and other hate motivated violence threat:
ens our entire society, The life, liberty and happiness
of the direct victims is under immediate attack. The
unity of the people of our country-—the key to winning
a better future for all of us-—is in immnent danger
B In TUBR, after 40 years of struggle for it, COongress
assed Tegislation making genocide @ crime in the
Alnited States. This new faw—the Genodide Convens
tion Implementation Act—provides us with a poten
tally powertul tool against those who commit or incite
acts of racist and anti-Semitic violence

Over a decade of Reagan-Bush assault on hard-won
people’s victories for civil rights, labor nghts, and
social welfare has created a climate in which mcsm,
anti-Semitism and hate-mongering have reached epre
demic proportions. Unfortunately it Comes as no sur-
prisce that this administration's Justice Department has
fatled to prosecute a single mc{ this important
New law

Forcing the federal government to enforce the anti
genocide law vigorously will require a broadly based,
multi-racial, mult-national people’s movement. We
must unite mitlions of our sisters and brothers around
the demand for effective enforcement of the Act

This law gives us something o work with. But work
we must. And we must get started now. Please join

with us
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HATE VIOLENCE INTHE
UNITED STATES:

A Grave National Emergency

hy is hate violence on the rise? Since 1981, the
right-wing Republican administrations of Reagan
and Bush have waged a “new class war” against work:
g and poor people. The “voodoo economics” of
Reagan and Bush have greatly increased corporate
profits while smashing unions and slashing the people's
standard of living.

The result for the great majority of people has hcm.

higher levels of unemplovment, poverty, and despair,
These economic policies have had a decisive racist
edge, creating especially grave conditions among Af-
rcan Americans, Latinos, Native Americans. Asian
Americans, Pacific Islanders, Arab Americans and
recent immagrants from the third world.

Bush's veto of the Civil Rights Act of 1990 is a racist
assault on the human and civil rights won by the people
through decades of struggle. By vetoing this act Bush
has made clear that he is committed to protecting the
mterests of the corporations and other racists and
bigots—at the expense of racially and nationally op-
pressed people

& 1he Reagan and Bush administrations have virtually
gutted federal enforcement of civil rights laws, and
they have relentlessly assailed affirmative action pro-
grams. They have appointed Supreme Conrt and other
federal judges whose rulings have made it almost
ipossible to bring effective anti<liscrimination suits.

In cight years as President, Reagan never met once
with African American civil rights leaders. Bush s style
may be different, but the substance of his policies are

b T T
W s e e "
y

the same. He continues to o
-that are necessary for mean affirmative action.
The Civil Rights Bill of 1990 did not include either
quotas or timetables, But Bush cynically Tabelied it 4
quotas bill and vetoed it. And they have spread the
vicious lie that racism is largely a thing of the past. ’
The reactionary, racist policies coming out «
Washington since 1981 are directly responsible for the

ncreasingly dangerous climate throughout our crcjm-ﬁ
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try. These policies have led to a truly frightening
sttuation in which white supremacy, anti-Semitism,
and other forms of bigotry are being more openly

expressed——and more frequently translated into hate

violence.
TTTREdimensions of the crisis are staggering: hundreds
of people have been killed by racists, anti-Semites, and
other bigots. Thousands of people have been physi-
cally assaulted or harassed becaused of their race,
national ongin, religion, or sexual preference.
Neo-Nazi and fascist organizations are responsible
for many of these vicious acts. The American Nazi Party
and its splinter factions, Ku Klux Klan groups, the
White Arvan Resistance, and racist Skinheads have
dramatically increased their organizing and recruiting
cfforts. Their members and supporters have murdered
Al terrorized people of color, Jews, immigrants and

L Ays in every region of our nation.

Klansmen shot and wounded five elderly African
Amernican women in Chattanooga, ynched a voung
African American man in Mobile, beat Vietnamese
tisherman in Galveston, and committed numerous
other acts of racist violence. White Arvan Resistance
members killed a Jewish couple and their two childeen
i Seattle, an Ethioptan immigeant in Portland, a Jewish
radio host in Denver, and a state trooper in Missouri. A
neo-Nazi machine-gunned five Asian American children
i California. Racist Skinheads assaulted African
Amencans and Latinos, and desecrated Jewish
insitutions in Dallas,

Neo-Nazi and other fascist organizations are not the
only source of the upsurge in racist, anti-Semitic and
other hate-motivated violence. Such violence has
erupted by racist white mobs in a number of cities. In
New York the death of Michael Griffith in Howard
Beach, the murder of Yusel Hawkins in Bensonhurst,
and the killing of Vincent Chin in Detroit have outraged
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and angered freedomdoving people everywhere

The Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai B 'rith reported
I 300 anti-Semitic incidents in forty sates m 19883
five vear high. And the National Gay and Leshian Task
Force reported a 4 2% increase over the last vear in cases
of violence and harassment.
acist police violence is also a growing source of
alarm. Racist cops have murdered Alrican Americans.
Latinos and other people of color in New York, Chicago,
Los angeles and many other cities. Michael Stewart and
Eleanor Bumpers were Killed in cold blood by New
York City cops. Teaneck, NJ cops fatally shot Phillip
Pannell in the back winle his hands were up. Leonard
Bannister was Killed by Chicago cops while his hands
were in the air

These summary executions have come to symbol
ize this new wave of mcist police repression. From
Boston to Los Angeles, reports of police beatings an
(OMURC Are Qrowing, as are community outrage and
anger. But little is being dong to punish those respon:
sible. Ip_Chicago, for example, over 2300 cases of
police brutality were reported in 1989—yet only one
officer was fired

O additional measure of the gravity of this crisis s
the fnightening escalation of hate violence on our
college campuses. Racist, anti-Semitic and homophobic
violence has occurred at dozens of our college cany
puses. A Racist mob attacked African American st
dents at the University of Massachusetts following 4
World Series game. Racist white members of the basce:
ball team assaulted Haitian studentsat Brooklyn College.

Racists damaged the African Amernican Center and
the Holocaust Memorial at Yale University. An African
American fraternity house at the University of Missiv
sippi was burned down. Hate violence has trn;mt?tl at
Dartmouth, Stanford. the University of Hinois, Oberlin,
the University of Wisconsin, the University of Michi
gan, the University of Texas and many other Hi.*hthjllﬁ.

It is essential for us to recognize this Growing
epidemic of hate violence as @ grave qatimuj e
geney. This explosion of racist, anti-Semitic, and ml'wr
hate crimes threatens not only the lives and wellbeing
of its direct victims, but the future of our entire country.
At a4 time when we face many serious €ConOmic.
political, and social problems.. we need muilm(:tail

multi-national, people’s unity mMore than ever.
climate of division being created by haf:: t!_rﬂc- ’
threatens our prospects for developing this unity an
achieving social progress [or everyonc.
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THE GENOCIDE
CONVENTION
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

An Important Tool
Against Hate Violence

n n the aftermath of the Second World War, mindful
of the unique crimes against humanity committed
by the fascist states, the nations of the world sought to
prevent the recurrence of systematic extermination of
entire peoples. On_December 9, 1948, the United
Nations General Assembly approved the International
_Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the

onvention defined genodide as the commis
sion of acts intended 1o destroy a national, cthnic,
racial, or religious group. Almost one hundred nations
ratified the Convention before the ULS. Congress finally
passed the Genocide Convention Implementation Act
in 1988 Ty e T

This important law makes it a federal crime to
commit or incite acts “with the mnt to
J&stroy 1n whole or in_substantial part, a_national.
ethnic, racial or religious group, as such.” The Act
specifically outlaws Kiling of seriousty injuring mem-
hers of that group; permanently impairing the mental
faculties of group members through drugs, torture, or
other means; subjecting group members 1o conditions #
of life intended to physically destroy that group: im-
posing measures intended to prevent births within that
group,; and forcefully transferring children of that group
to another group.

Despite the mounting level of hate violence, the US,
Justice Department has not prosecuted a single case
under the provisions of the Act, However, we believe
that vigorous, aggressive enforcement of this law would
be a strong tool in the people’'s struggle against racist,
anti-demitic and other forms of hate motivated vio-
lence. Strong and consistent enforcement of the law
would punish those who murder or physically assault
ople because of their nationality, ehtnicity, race or
PlHgious views.

' The antigenocide law could be a pow ertul means of

combatting neo-Nazis and fascists who openly call for
“race war” and genocide. Certainly, the neo-Naais,
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Klansmen, and other nght-wing termonsts are promaot-
ing the same kind of racist and anti-Semitic violence as
their Nazi predecessors, and this is exactly what the
LN, Convention was designed 1o prevent from ever actment oft
happeaing again. for the people of our country. 11 nai(mim, ¢ this law
But the antigenocide faw could also be invoked from a mere statute into an effective 1g ombat-
muore broadly against anyone who Kills or physically ting hate viclence will De an cyen greater victory in the
harms people becatise Of their nationality, ethnicity, struggle for freedom, equality, and democracy.
race or religious vit:ws. &m-*nm: who commits such as Although the struggle will be difficult and demand
crime — whether | DO a police ing we can draw strength and inspiration from the

lence. And it would send a resounding message that

advocacy wlmh WOMOte hate motivated
TAlC SOCIETY.
Jaw was itself an important victory

{}iﬂwr — should {g_{&ﬂmﬂﬂﬁtﬂ-ﬂlwﬁ of the law . COurageous campaigns against genocide and racism
asa mrNaai or Klans those who commit hate waged by our compatriots during the last forty-five
CTIMES must night to justice. years. In 1946, The National Negro Congress petitioned

the United Nations to eliminate racism against Afnican
Americans. Paul Robeson, Revels Cayton and Herbert
ptheker prese nted the petition to the UN. ‘-ctret..tq
" eneral, but its consideration was blocked by the US

The antkincitement provisions of the law could
serve as a powerful brake on hate speech. The law
specifically denies constitutional protection (0 Spog h

or produce genocidal acts. Sustained enforcement ofé clegation.

the antiHincitement pmvimm wmld punish those In 1947, under the leadership of Dr. W.EB. Dubois,

who advocate or encourage racist or anti-dbemitic vio- the NAACP petitioned the ULN. in opposition 10 racism
6 7

T




i P I A e 2 s e s O R A ity

e

e e R A A I e 5 5 i ol e P A M e e 0 N Sy

e B A A s e T e A P 2 T Pt A T b R L Ry e e & a b

5 e e oy P R S . e, T e e A R L T e TR R R

o e A e i W T TR T Rl T 2 : : e 2

in the United States, Again, consideration of the peti
tion was blocked by the US. delegation. In 1951,
William L. Patterson, Paul Robeson, George Crockett
and others petitioned the UN., charging the ULS. with
genocide against the African American people. The
petition, entitied We Charge Genocide, was i book-
length chronicle of the racist violence and oppressive
living conditions faced by African Americans.

in 1970, a group including Charlene Mitchell, Ossie
Davis. Angie Dickerson and Dick Gregory presented a
petition against genocide to the UN, in conjunction
with the Conference to Defend the Right of the Black
Panther Party to Exist. And in 1978, our Alliance, the
National Conference of Black Lawyers and the United
Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice,
petitioned the UN. to address the racism and political
repression endured by people of color in the
118, This petition, too, has become a Do i8i0
of Justice, written by Allance attorney Lennox

e VTR
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Our Alliance has always conceived of its work as
directly descended from and inspired by this history of
struggle. Victory in our campaign for effective enforce:
ment of the Genocide Convention Implementation At
will be a fitting tribute 1o those pioneering efforts
against genocide and racism.

But we are mindful of Frederick Douglass' teaching
that “Power concedes nothing without a demand.”
Victory will require a multiracial, multinational move-

ment which unites millions of people from coast to
' I tive enforcement of
the law. Our Alliance will unite with religious, political,
fabor, student, women's and other organizations 1o

struggle for that demand.

BUILDING THE
CAMPAIGN

¢ must demand that the United States Justice
Department vigorously enforce the Genocide
Convention Implementation Act. Even the best laws
remain ineffective unless they are consistently and
aggressively enforced.
If we are to tumn back the mounting tide of by

And if rigorous enforcement reveals any shortcomings
or inadequacies in the Act, we will be in 3 better
position to correct them,

We must also demand that the United States Con-

gress conduct hearings on_ enforcement “of this Act

Hearings in the senate and House OF Representatives

could determine the most approptigie ways of guaran

. These hearings could
also suggest concrete measures for overseeing Justice
Department implementation of these guarantees.

Victory in the struggle for enforcement of the anti-
genocide law could be a tuming point in the people’s
struggle for freedom, equality, and democracy. Al
though we face a grave national emergency, we have
the opportunity to make truly historic strides toward a
society without racism, anti-Semitism. or other forms
of bigotry. We must meet that challenge—through
unity, organization, and struggle. And we must begin
NOW.

*

e S e e e B BT

S T e i e . W e




e A R

A g i e

R MR L e

Lt o A LA e e S e e T e A S e

e 1ww,ﬂMa«.rmwﬁg‘:m\,ﬂnmwmmﬁ:cn‘ﬂamhwhﬁwmn‘mu‘*mw'-wﬁmﬁw\rw-ﬁam,ﬂ e A W

o

“b) Punishment For Basic Offense —The punish-

I ment for an
P Rom RE offense under subsection (a) 18-~
AN'I'I-GENOCIDE IAW “11in the case of an offense under subsection

(aX 1), a fine of not more than $1,000,000 and imprison-
Public Law 1UU=HUs ' “21a fine of not more than $1,000,000 or impris-

ment for life; and
anment for not more than twenty years, or both, in any
§ other case.
“ o) Incitement Offense. - Whoever in a circumstance
deseribed in subsection (d) directly and publicly incites

An Qct another to violate subsection (a) shall be fined not more
To implement the International Convention on the Prevention and than $500.000 or imprisoned not more than live years,
Pumshment of Genocide or both.
“(d) Required Circumstance For Offenses, The
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Kepresenta circumstance referred to in subsections {(a) and (¢} 18
tives of the United States ;,};" Amertea tn Congress as that--
sembled, “1) the offense is committed within the United

States: or

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE t “9; the alleged offender is a national of the
This act may be cited as the “Genocide Convention “United States {as defined in section 101 of the Immugra-
Implementation Act of 1987 (the Proxmire Act) tion and Nationality Act (8 US.C. 11011,
“(e) Nonapplicability Of Certain Limitations —Not-
SEC.2 TITLE 18 AMENDMENTS. withstanding section 3282 of this title, in the case of an
(alIN GENERAL-—Part | of title 18, United States offense under subsection (aX 1), an indictment may be
Code, s amended by inserting after chapter 50 the found. or information instituted, at any time without
following limitation.
“CHAPTER 50A - GENOCIDE “& 1002. Exclusive remedies
"See “Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as pre-
1091 Genoeide cluding the application of State or local laws to the

HOGO2 Exelusive remedies

(B0% Thaflisi conduct proscribed by this chapter, nor shall anything
. TR O Y

in this chapter be construed as creating any substan
tive or procedural right enforceable by law by any party

“§ 1081, Genocide _
in any proceeding.

“ta)Basic Offense. — Whoever, whether in time of
peace or in time of war, in a circumstance described in
subsection (d) and with the specific intent to destroy, in
whole or in substantial part, a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group as such -

“1) kills members of that group,

“2) causes serious bodily injury to members of
that group;

“3) causes the permanent impairment of the
mental faculties of members of the group through
drugs, torture, or similar technigues;

“4) subjects the group to conditions of life that
are intended to cause the physical destruction of the
group in whole or in part;

“5) imposes measures intended to prevent births

within the group; or .
“16) transfers by force children of the group U

another group; or attempts to do so, shall be punished
as provided in subsection (hi.

“§ 1093, Definitions
“As used in this chapter -

“Lithe term children’ means the plural and
means individuals who have not attained the age of
eighteen years,

“2) the term "ethni¢ group’ means a set of indi-
viduals whose identity as such is distinctive in terms of
common cultural traditions or heritage.

“3) the term incites’ means urges another to
engage imminently in conduct in circumstances under
which there is a substantial likelihood of imminently
causing such conduct.

“4) the term members’ means the plural;
g, “(5) the term 'national group’ means a set of
L lividuals whose identity as such is distinctive in
terms of nationality or national orgins;

“§1 the term "racial group’ means a set of indi-
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: | viduals whose identity as such is distinctive in terms of
1 physical characteristics or biological descent;
E ;; “7) the term 'religious group’ means a set of
1 *3 individuals whose identity as such is distinctive in
_ terms of common religious creed, beliefs, doctrines,
1 | practices, or rituals; and
4 “8) the term “substantial part' means a part of a
j; group of such numerical significance that the destruc-
| tion or loss of that part would cause the destruction of
| the group as a viable entity within the nation of which W
- such group is a part.” R
_ thi Clerical Amendment.—The table of chapters at ' e e e R e
! . the beginnig of part 1 of title 18, United States Code, 13 :
i | amended by inserting after the item relating to chapter
~ 50 the following new item:
_ SEOA CENOCIAR ... ivoreeemirconissinrmmresrinsassarncssoneves 10BE
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Nobody’s
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«— Combating hatred and
is a “war” in the United
and State University students
are ldoking to communication for

GABOURY [

Fy N

Speak-out on hate:
exempt

L

hammad of the
state Division for
Human Rights told |
students they, as &
mmzﬂlt_,;tne:d '
to develop strate. W58
giu to deal ‘;ll:h Muhammad
_ "

cﬁ:ﬁg:f’m who rallied at the

tehouse Sunday.
" “This doesn't only happen off the
campus community but on the cam-
pus community,” she said, "and as
mmbumwumoll‘kntﬂ!f? that
we're exempt, none of us are.

It was decided to stretch the speak-
out concept into the residence halls to

the issue with
mto talk about

Sheila Stowell and John Jenkins,
two of the student organizers of the
speak-out, said they were disap-
pointed the meeting didn't draw Klan
sympathizers to get a different per-

ve

Small and large discussions
in the residence halls may generate
that type of diverse on, they
m“dit are not here to condemn the
KKK and other white supremacist
groups but to educate ourselves and

is

mmm:amd said racism has be-
come "refined” today with hate
groups subtly misleading the public|.
to gather support for their cause |

rather than overtly attacking minori-
ties. .
To deal with this, she said the com-
munities must unite and learn the ||
names of these groups, how they|
work and what they do. “We need to ||
understand all the different torm" it)
can take and how it exists.

gether slavery although many
?ﬁmm not own slaves, lnmd.ln

Recent mm?l. can be seen
President Bush's campaign adver-
tisements using Willie Horton, he
later in the program, said: tah: |
pever heard word ‘nigger’ in
wWillie Horton ad, but it was always

i =

sach other about what our reaction there.”
PR ———————""_
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/i 25 months in jail

Linda Thomasine Edmonds, 36, was

acquitted by a jury in Albany recently of

murder and robbery. Ms. Edmonds had
on several occasions been offered a plea
bargain agreeement. Convinced of her

inpocence, she decided to take the case
to trial. ;

In the eyes of her attorney, Ms.
Edmonds “had a lot of guts” to persevere
from the time of her arrest to the time of
her acquittal. We could hardly disagree,
especially since she spent the past 25
months behind bars. Arrested in Decem-
ber 1988, she had been held in jail
without bail until the day her trial ended.

Ms. Edmonds’ case might well be a
commentary on the what the human
spirit can endure. More to the immediate
point, this case is a commentary on how
long an innocent person can be held in

jail in Albany County without having her

- case go to trial,

The county might very well have been
right to deny bail to someone accused of
the crimes of which Ms. Edmonds was
accused. For that very reason, however,

the judicial personnel should have been
.determined to insure that the accused
got a speedy trial.

Contrast the delay in the Edmonds
case with the speed with which the
Finkel trial was recently pursued in
Rensselaer County — even though Rens-
selaer County has a far greater case
backlog than does Albany County.

Ms. Edmonds received her day in
court, and justice was rendered when she
was judged not guilty. But didn't an
injustice occur simply by holding the

defendant in jail for two years?
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Gazette Reporter

black man while he was in police
custody, ended a community meeting
last night by driving to Mayor
Thomas M. W{ulen [il's home for a

never appeared during the 20-mioute
demonstration, according Lo Alice
Green, one of the panelists at the po-
lice brutality forum where the group
originated.

“It was incredible,” said Green.
‘““They made a lot of noise and
everyone [on the street] knew we
were there. It was very
and peaceful. They were venting
frustration, which is completely un-
derstandable,” said Green of the rela-
tives of Corey Sheldon, the
21-year-old black man who l;ollu nﬁv
hanged himself while in & vision
cell Thursday.

Several of Sheldon's relatives ai-
tended the community forum held at
the Arbor Hill Community Center be-
fore the demonsiration.

One of Sheldon’s cousins said at the
end of the meeting that he wanted
some immediate action and suggest-
ed demonstra at the governor's
mansion or 's home on Pine
A'he & e Sately 90 people who

B y 90 peopie W
muﬂn:: the meeting decided on
's home and quickly shared
rides to get there, Green

not to be identified, confirmed that a
ul demonstration took place in

ront of the mayor’'s house.
At the meeting Sheldon's aunt,
Joyce Frederick told the crowd,
= ‘thase help us avenge what happen-

y Corey. Corey was a person of
L |

2 Arbor Hill crowd .
rallies against
police ‘brutality’

God. 1 challenge every black persob
in Albany . . . | challenge black
minister in Albany to help us out
what ha to Corey, because he
didn't kill himself. I want you to get

"

Mﬁ%’a words were met with

apphm!mm#wpwmchmto
he moved out of a conference room
into the gym in the center because
E:ﬁph were overflowing into tHe
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