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October 22, 1948

GE Propaganda
Still the Same

The propaganda which GE print-
od 20 years ago to smash 30 craft
aganda it is  spreading  today
against UE, Joseph Dermody, UE
international representative, re-
minded the 501 membership meet-
ing Tuesday night, .

He quoted from an article in a
paper of the International Brother-
hood of Eleetrical Workers, AL,
in 1929, describing the destruction
of many craft unions at the
Schenectady GE plant. After a
disastrous strike of the molders,
practically all the unions were wip-
ed out except the pattern makers
and steam-fitters,  And thuse two
unions, according to the IBEW

could simply-maintain theiv gaings,

not get any improvements,

Dermody also read an advertise-
ment published by the Employers
Association of Pittsburgh in 1914
on “What the Eight Hour Day
Means,”  ‘The advertisements said
the eight hour day was not practi-
cal nor economicals It was con-
demned as “not in the best intevest
of the employer or the employee.”
The workers themselves didn't
want such a short day, according
to the “ad.)” Tt would drive indus-
tries away from Pittsburgh. And
it would place an additional burden
of millions of dollars annually on
the public,

. ]

Bib Business is using the same
technique today to forestall wage
increases, Dermody pointed out,
and totry to sell the Taft-Hartley
Law to workers and the public.

UE Members Cracking

Evansville Blacklist

UE Local 813 at Evansville, Ind.,
has scored a victory in cracking
the solid blacklist against Bueyrus-
Frie Co. strikers. Seven blacklist-
ed strikers have obtained jobs from
other compuanies,

Hearings conducted by the Hart-
ley Sub-Committee helped create
an almosphere of termor in Kvans-
ville last month, and encouraged
roon squads, vigilantes, and black-
listing,

District 3 Delegates
Delegates to the UE Distriet o

Council cleeted by the 301 mem-

bership moeeting Tuesday night arce

~President. Andrew. Petarson, Busi-.

ness Agent Leo Jandreau, Chicef

Shop Stewart William Mastriani,

and William  Stewart and James
Cognetta, Board members, They
will serve for a year,
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ELECTRICAL UNION NEWS

- Additions to Ranks of 301 Shop Stewards

Newly elected siwp stewards taking their oath of office Oct. 3 at .'_%0"1 hall, with George Walker, extreme left,
301 guide, officiating.  Front row, left to right, Stanley Ruszezyk, Building 18: Lee Lape, (0 B: John Parisi, 89,

and- Arthur Shannon; 49. Reéar row,
Lackey, 50, and Richard Slocum, 18,

Charles Ferris, 101 David Gaffney, 16 -Morris—Schworm;-11; Berness -

$300 for Strike

A $300 donation to the UK strike
of Ray-0-Vac workers at Williams-
port, Pa., was voted by the Local
301 membership meeting Tuesday
night.,  About 300 workers, mem-
hers of l.ocal 614, have been on
strike for 16 weeks,

'

Appeals Day

The 301  Appeals Committee
meets at 4 p.m every Wednesday
at the union hall to hear the ap-
peal of any member dissatisfied
with the way a grievance has been
handled. Second shift workers can
be heard at 1 p.m,

CONGRESSMAN DRIPP

. ” FORMED A CONGRESSMEN'S
| DREAMED THEY FORMED . :

BY YOMEN

s .,‘.“'#L@,.
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Taft-Hartley Rulings
Undermine All Strikes

The Taft-Hartley Board ruled
last week that employers can re-
place  strikers  with  non-union
strikebreakers and that  thesc
seabs can vote in an election as to
whether they want a union or not,
while the strikers whom they re-
place cannot vote.

The Board made this decision in
upholding a trial examiner’s ruling
against the Intermational Associa-
tion of Machinists, Incidentally,
the TAM was one of the first un-
ions to rush to file Taft-Iartley af-

fdavits,

Another Taft-Hartley trial ex-
aminer ruled a few days ago that
mass picketing is illegal, even when
it is peaceful and orderly. This
decision was handed down. in the
ase of the UR pickets at the Cory
Corporation, Chicago.

The two decisions open the door
wide to anti-union employers fo
smash strikes of all unions, every-
where, Yet the GE runs advertise-

ments trying to tell people the-

Talt-Havtley Law is not anti-un-
ion. .

Dele;afes Elected
To ClIO Council

Local 301 elected the following
17 delegates to the Capital Dis-
trict CIO Council Tuesday night at
the membership meeting:

Joseph Saccocio, Joseph Rotun-
o, John Brauneisen, William Mas-

lriani, Edward J. La Bombardgry
Govrdon Belgrave, .Mary MeCartin®ad .

Anthony Tebano, Thelma Willey,
Dewey Brashear, Roy Lash, George
Walker, Sidney Mriedlandey, Allen
Townsend, Albert Davis, Joseph
Whitheck and Manuel Fernandez.
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KEEP IS MIND OCCUPIED,
FELLERS- AND ME'LL NEVER/
NOTICE THIS-

.__against_members_of _the_Atomiec.—.— .

GE Profits Hit
All-Time High

General Electric’s 1948 profits
are setting a new all-time record,
the total for the first nine months
of 1948 being 34 percent above the
same months in 1947, The profits
for 1947 had already set an all-
time record. The figures are, of
course, after all taxes. '

Last Friday’s newspapers car-
ried the story of GE’s new profit
figures. On the same day the
Works News came out with the

whole of L. R. Boulware’s propa-

ganda page devoted to the subject
of GE profits.
It was a truly wonderful page,
with the cutest little drawings, all
inds of percentages, and even ex-

:Jlanationsf from the Latin., It all -

went to prove that bigger and big-
ger profits are just for the benefit
of the workingman.
But left out of this wonder-
ful propaganda page was the

simple fact of the nine-months’
profit and the comparison with
1947. :

The average GE worker today
knows a few very simple facts:

Big business profits are going
higher and higher all the time,
prices go wup with profits and

“wages, in purchasing power, have

been going down.

Prices of manufactured goods
increased 2% times more than la-
bor costs since the end of QPA.

GE in 1948 increased dividends

by 26 percent. The wage increase

was 8 percent.

It all seems to add up to profit-
cering at the people’s expense.

But Boulware’s page tells the
workers that “GE is an association
of 200,000 employees and of 250,-
000 owners,” and high GE profits
are all for the worker’s good. You
figure it out. ‘

ATTEND YOUR UNION
MEETINGS

Basketball Players

‘Needed for 301 Team

Local 801 will have a men’s bas-
ketbdll team this winter in the
Schenectady City League.

The Executive Board voted Mon-
day night to spend up to $100 on
organizing and . equipping the
team. Some players have already
signed up.. Others  interested

onee. .

Helen Quirini is again organiz-
ing a 301 women'’s baskethall
team to play in the Women’s City
League,

Attorney's Hours

Members of Local 301 can con-
sult the union’s lawyer, Murshall

_Perlin, at the union office every

Monday through Thursday from 2
p.m, to 5 p.m. He will be available
at other times by appointment,

WEAR YOUR UNION BUTTON

iy T
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UE Sues GE,

Atomic Board

For $1 Million
The national! UE filed a $1,000,-

000 damage suit Tuesday in Fed-
eral Court, Washington, D. C,

Energy Commission and the Gen-
eral Electric Company. The union
asked for a court order restraining
the Commission and the company
from barring the union from rep-
-resenting workers on atomie proj-
ects, in violation of the UE-GE
contract,

UE President Albert J. Fitz-
gerald at the same time sent a let-
ter to Chairman David E. Lilien-
thal of the Commission, accusing
him of conspiring with GE against
the union.

The Federal Court suit against
GE and the Commission members
was filed by UE, by President
Fitzgerald and Leo Jandreau, as

president of UE District 3, and
others.

Letter from 301 Board

The Local 301 Executive Board
Monday night unanimously ap-
proved a letter to Lilienthal charg-

.ing that the Commission acted “in
furtherance of the aim of the Gen-
eral Electric Company to turn this
union into a company union, or
smash it if that fails.” (See sep-
arate statement on page 2).

The Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, without notice to the union, -

. ; ﬂ:ci}g::;',!

should contact the union office at Sent & letter to GE several weeks

ago directing the company not to"
recognize UL as the representative
of workers at the unbuilt Knolls II
laboratory. “Lilienthal sent a let-
ter to Fitzgerald Oct. 22 threaten-
ing to bar UL from representing
workers on any atomie work be-
ing done by GE, unless UE officers
“satisfactorily” answer questions
of the .commission. The Lilienthal
letter ‘demianded the . UE officers .

* provide' “full and complete state.

ments as to their associations and
affiliations”, and other personal

data. Lilienthal ordered GE to dis-
(Continued on Page 4)
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301 Board Writes Jandreau Reelected
Letter to Lilienthal UE District 3 Head

ELECTRICAL UNION NEWS | 3

Union Workers Win Awards Against GE Union Member Answers Call for Blood Donor
In 25 More Compensation Court Cases

The Local 301 Executive Board
voted unanimously Monday night
to send the following letter to

Chairman David E. Lilienthal of |

the Atomic Energy Commission:
We have received a copy of your

letter of October 22 to Albert J.

Fitzgerald, general president of
our union. This local is the bar-
gaining representative of 18,000
GE workers in Schenectady, in-
cluding several hundred at the
Peek Street plant, whose collective
bargaining rights you threaten to
abolish. TUnder our contraet, this
local also will be the representa-
tive of the workers at the future
Knolls II Atomic Laboratory.

Int.erl’erence With Union

Your letter boils down to a de-
claration that this union may not

rejivesent it members in “atomiic {7

projects unless its officers are ap-
proved by your commission,

Your standards of judgment are
strange indeed. You cast suspic-
ion upon a union ‘with a long and

honorable record of devotion to the =

highest interests of the country,
but you turn over the entire con-
trol of atomic projects to the Gen-
eral Electric Company, a company
charged cleven separate times with
serious violations of the law, in-
cluding a conviction of criminal
conspiracy with a Nazi firm to the
great detriment of the American
~war eflort. B

It comes as a shock that you,
who were once the vietim of at-
tacks by the peddlers of lies, hys-
teria and terror instead of fact,
now resort to the same nmethods in
an effort to diseredit this union.

Proud of Union Record

With regard to the security- of
our country, the record of our un-
ion and its officers is clear and be-
yond question. It is .a record
which ecan be compared with the
best in the country.

Every one of the officers of this
union is solemnly pledged to de-
fend the United States and its
Constitution. Every one of them
is sworn to oppose anyone who

ELECTRICAL UNION NEWS
United Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers of America, CIO
Sauenearapy GE Looar 301
- -
Published by Editorial Committee

Mary MeoeCartin, Secretary
Arthur R, Bertini  Clayton Pudney
John G, Grasso Victor Pasoche

Editorial Office
ELearrioal UnioN Nzws

301 Liberty St., Schenectady, N. Y.
Telophone 3-1886

‘defend the constitution
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"POOR DEAR! HE DOESN'T KNOW WHETHER.TO
COMMIT -SUICIDE NOW OR AFTER ELECTION DAY."
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would overthrow the government
of the United States by force and
violence. They are sworn also to
against
those who would subvert it by re-
sort to unconstitutional means,
such as those you now use. We
do not regard the Constitution of

de. .
The vecord of our union in abid-
ing by our no-strike pledge, our
war production record, which won
the public praise of Secretary of
War Patterson and others high in

the Roosevelt administration, are

proof of our sincerity of purpose.
Our officers and members gave
their full efforts for the defense of
our country. Our policy has not
changed.
Must Pick Own Officers

When you propose to pass upon
the qualifications of our officers, to
decide which ones may represent
American workers, you are simply
saying that American workers
shall no longer be free to: pick
their representatives in collective
bargaining, that & government
agency will pick their officers for
them. -

We reject the idea that the se-

curity of our country requires con-
trol of our untion by a government

- agency. The selection of our offic-

"made before, that your

the United States lightly, as you ‘were made in obedience

ers must rest with our member-
ship, and our membership alone.
No union can accept government
control of its election of officers
and remain independent.

Your concluding paragraph
brings home the point we have
rulings
to = the
wishes of the General Electrie
Company. You help the company
by “directing” it to use this letter
in its campaign to interfere in the
internal affairs of our union.

Help to GE

You state that “the commission’s
action is in furtherance of its clear
duty to the country .. .” The evi-
dence shows that the commission’s
action is in furtherance of the aim
of the General Electric Company
to turn this union into a company
union, or smash it if that fails.

A union leadership found suit-
able by your commission’s loyalty
standards would obviously also be
a leadership in line with the Gen-
eral Electric Company’s demand

‘that we accept speed-up, the de-

struetion of seniority, and unfair
wage rates, and that we give up

the fight for a living wage and bet- .

ter working conditions. )

Acting for our membership, our
Executive Board challenges your
right to take control of this un-

Business Agent Leo Jandreau of
Local 301 was unanimously re-
elected president of UE District 3
at its recent annual convention at

“Rochester. Asdistrict ~president

he will automatically serve again
as a general vice-president of UL.

After a report by Jandreau on
the “investigation” of Local 301
by the Hartley Labor Committee’s
sub-committee headed by Congress-
man Charles J. Kersten, the dele-
gates unanimously passed a reso-
lution condemning this effort to
break the union. The resolution
congratulated Local 301 on its un-
ited stand against the Congression-
al attack.

A resolution was also adopted
approving the statement of the

‘GE Conference Board of UE on
the _Atomic. Energy Commission..
and de-.
nounced the role of the Commis’:
- sion in aiding GE by barring the

The statement exposed

union from representing workers
at the Knolls II laboratory.

General Secretary-Treasurer Jul-
ius Emspak declared that the pur-
pose of the Hartley Committee “in-
vestigation” and the Atomie Com-
mission order is to split the unity
of the union. If the membership
can be split, he warned, the union
will stop being an effective instru-
ment of the workers.

Gerold Mooney, Local 501, Buf-
falo, was unanimously reelected
secretary -treasurer, and Charles
Rivers of Schenectady, a delegate
from Local 816, Poughkeepsie, was
unanimously 1reelected executive
secretary. A new vice-president,
Harold Buck of Local 331, Rome,
was also unanimously elected.

The . distriect voted $100 to the

strike. of the West Coast Long-
shoremen’s Union, CIO,

ion or destroy its collective bar-
gaining rights. We shall fight
your actions by all lawful means
at our command.

The letter was signed by all
members of the Executive Board:
Andrew Peterson, William Hodges,
Marshall White, Helen Quirini,
Alfred J. Pelrah, William Mastri-
ani, Leo Jandreau, Albert Davis,
Anthony Villano, John P, Braun-
eisen, Willard XKuschel, William
Stewart, Raymond D. TFlanigan,
James Cognetta, Anthony Isposi-
to, Stanley Bishop, Henry Busse,

C. BE. Groesbeck, Joseph A, May-
gino, Fred Pacelli, A. J. Speardi;

Frank C. Kriss, Dewey Brashear,
Edward J. LaBombard, Leland Sis-
to, Sam Scott, Charles TFerris,
Mary McCartin, Albert REastman
and Sidne!y Friedlander.

/
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Workmen's Compensation dawards won against the General Electric
Company this month in cases handled for union members by the 301

attorney, Marshall Perlin, include:
$1,747.20 to Ethel Winegard, as-

~sembler in Building 60, for 20 per

cent loss of the use of her right
arm in an accident Mar, 2. |

$1,708 to Albert Maslanka, Bldg.
105, for 26 per cent loss of the use
of his left hand in an accident
Mar. 22. 3

$1,288 to John Sheppard, bus bar
man in Bldg. 73, for 100 per cent
loss of the right index finger in an
accident Jan, 22. o

$420 to Charles Mueller, wood-
worker in Bldg. 72, for 20 per cent
loss of his left thumb through a
cut last Dee. 19. |

$245 to Harold Egnell, Bldg. 273
machinist, for 35 per cent loss of

- the use of his left ring finger when

a tendon was severed Mar. 26.
$126 to Ara Vangundy, paintex

“n Bldg. 60, for 30 per cent loss of

his right small finger which was

fractured June 27, 1947,
Alexander J. Parker, inspector

in Bldg. 60, who suffered a brok-

en ankle Aug. 7, received $32 a

week from Aug. 9 to Sept. 3 and
the case was adjourned for six
months,

Robert Sobieski, who suffered an
injury to an intervertebral dise
Oct. 12, 1947, received lost time
from Oct.. 28, 1947 to Apr. 19 at
$26.50 a week and 1 2/5 weeks lost
time later. -

Mary Brown, cleaner in Bldg. 23,
whose right ankle was sprained
Feb. 3, received over two weeks
lost time at $23.42 a week.

Mary Catalano, Bldg. 73, who
suffered a low back sprain Jan. 20,

- 1947, received $25 a week total dis-

ability from Sept. §, 1948,
Peter L. Snare, who suffered a

. hernia Apr. 22, 1946, $28 a week

from Aug. 31 to Sept. 2b.
Antonio Di Leva, Bldg. 96 crane

301 Stewards' Meeting
Postponed to Nov. 16

Because next Tuesday is
- Election Day, the 301 Executive
Board has decided to postpone
the shop stewards’ meeting
from that night until Nov. 16,
when it will be combined with
the 301 membership meeting.

Nominations for 301 officers
for the coming year will Dbe
made from the floor and an
Committee will be
elected. Business also will in-

the State CIO convention .in
Syracuse and the annual elee-
tion of an Auditing Commiltee,

clude election of delegates to |

Asqees ST
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follower, $28 a_weck from Dec. 3,

1947, to Dee. 23, 1947, for an in-
jury to his right knee Dec. 1, 1947,

Walter Ruminski, laboratory as-
sistant in Bldg. 37 whose face,
arms and legs were burned Apr.

.20, $28 a week June 28 to June 29

and July 9 to Sept. 20.

Raymond Carlton, Bldg. 12 var-
nish dipper who suffered two brok-
en toes May 28, $28 a week from
May 28 to July 22.

Elsie Lynch, Bldg. 53, whose
back was sprained Apr. 29, $22.13
a week from June 18 to Sept. 10,

Chester A. Kazmierczak, scale
repair man in Bldg, 14, who de-
veloped an occupational skin dis-

- ease Septi-8;-1947, reduced-earn=

ings at $19.06 a week from last
Dee. 23 to June 25, plus a week’s
waiting period at $28. '

Ralph D’Agostino, Bldg. 66 port-
er whose back was sprained TFeb.
4, $28 a weck from June 29 to Oct.
1 and $21.87 a week from QOct. 1 to
Oct. 1b. -

Richard S. Baltzer, punch .press
operator in Bldg. 15, who suffered
complete loss of the index and mid-
dle finger of his left hand in an
accident July 18, $32 a week from
July 13 to Aup. 2. There will be
reexamination in four months for
final adjustment.

Wayne R. Crandall, whose back
was injured Sept. 25, 1947, $12.33
a week from Mar. 18 to July 8 and
$28 a week from July 8 to Oct. 14.
Compensation to continue three
months.

Keith R. Johnson, Bldg. 109, who
suffered a ruptured intervertebral
disc Apr. 28, 1943, is to receive 76
per cent disability payment tenta-
tively.

Mildred Salerno, whose back was
injured Sept. 9, 1947, $27.71 a week
from July 22, 1948 to Oect. 14 and
payments to continue for three
months.

Salvatore Castiglia, punch press
operator in Bldg. 53 whose back
was hurt. June 24, reduced earn-
ings at $13.92 a week from Aug.
17. Compensation for next three
months to be $10 a week.

Herbert Taber, injured Aug. 2,
$31.63 a week from Aug, 3 to
Sept. 27.

Catherine Prewencki, Bldg. 22,
whose right middle finger was in-
jured Feb. 9, award of $18.89 a

~week from Apr. 23 to May 18, -

Hipolita Dobkowski, punch press
operator in Bldg. 15 whose back
was injured Jun., 9, award of $28
4 week from Apr. 10 to Apr. 24,

Carlos Safford, Building 46, giving
a blood donation at Ellis Hospital

_in response to an appeal from an-
~other

Local 301 member. Jane
Mitchell, the nurse, stood by all
during the process and gave him a
glass of orange juice at the end.

Give Day's Notice
To Get Voting Time

In order to get two hours off
with pay-Tuesday, Election Day,
to vote at the polls, workers must
make their requests in
Monday to their foremen.

This paid time-off, provided by
state law, applies chiefly to second
shift workers, as GE has announc-
ed the plant will be closed for the
full first shift. Second and third
shifts will operate as usual.

| 8-Cent Increase

Workers at Groov-Pin Cori;)ora-
tion, Union City, N. J,, this month
won a wage package totaling 18
cents an hour through UE Local
448,

To Ge+ Jobs Back

An arbitrator has ordered the
Univis Lens Company at Dayton,
Ohio, to reinstate with back pay six
employees fired for participating
in the UE strike and for mass

picketing,

Donation for Children
The 301 Executive Board Mon-

day voted to buy $22 worth of

tickets for a c¢hild welfare benefit
of the American Legion.

Gaeth Broadcast

Tune in on the Arthur Gaeth

~ broadcast, sponsored by the na-

tional UL, at 10 p.m, Monday on
WXKW, Albany (860 on your dial),

writing -

GE Denies K'no'wledgge'
Of Mystery Pamphlet .

The General Electric Company
has denied any knowledge regard-
ing the preparation or distribution
of a mimeographed sheet Oct, 8§ at
the plant purporting to list names
of Communist Party members.

In a letter to the union Oct. 22,
A, C. Stevens, assistant to the
works manager, replied to a rve-
quest by 301 officers that the com-
pany investigate the cirecumstances '
surrounding distribution of this
leaflet. He said the company has
referred the matter to the FBI.

“Your letter insinuates that pre-
paration and distribution of these
lists was sanctioned or promoted
by the company,” Stevens wrote.
He added that “nothing could be
further from the truth.”

Replying to Stevens, Business
Apgent Leo Jandreau said: “There
is no question of ‘insinuation’. We
pointed out the simple fact that
the distribution of the leaflet was
open and general throughout the
works, It is diffieult to see how
this could happen unless there was
at least tacit approval by supervi-
sion,

“On the other hand, during the
previous week our shop stewards
were cireulating  petitions during
their lunch hours in opposition to
the Hartley sub-committee’s inter-
ference.  In u number of places
they were told by foremen that
they could not do so. '

“The contrast between supervi-
sion's attitude In one case and in
the other is obvious.”

Bty

.

-
teld

2

- ',-L’
7

}IL'. Ty
R

AR
A \\‘ : :“S:‘.\":{SQ\\'
I N A

i

B
':';::);9 !.-is".i'r‘f‘!?s i




