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Tenants trash rent control plan 
3 " • 

By Kevin E. O'Neill 
Either you protect us or we might just 

evict you.. . .. 
· . That was one message made 16ud and 
· clear to the L6'ng I3each City Council· by 
the fired-up tenants who attended last 
week's meeting. Angered by the all
Democratic council's vacancy deccintrof 
proposal, a couple of the tenants threat~ 
ened to vote the council members out of 
office if .they went ahead -with such a 
move. 

. "Whenever I vote; I vote· Democratic 
because·you peopfo are supposed to pro
tect us," said tl;)nant Cy Web.er. "But I 
may vote Republican after this." 
. The remark elicited a roar of approval 
from many of the ne3rly .300 tenants 

, packed into the City Hall auditorium for 
the Tuesday, April 2, councii meeting. 
Ultimately, the council members voted to 
put their vacancy decoi1trol resolution on 
hold pending further review. · 

The resolution, if approved, would 
have repealed part of the city's 20-year
old Emergency Tenant Protection Act. 

(ETPA), a rerit regulation law that covers 
apartment buildings containing 60 or 
more units. Under the resolution, curtent 
tenants would still be protected but any 
apartment that. becomes vacant would no 
longer b.e subject to the rent controls of 
the.ETPA. Rents fot; apartments covered 
by the ETPA are set by state-run rent 
· guidelines boards. 

When the ETPA was originally ·adapted 
by the council· during the .1970s, city offi
qials_ proclaimed that then; was an !lpart
ment vacancy rate of less than five per
cent, constituting a housing "emergency." 
But local landlords have petitioned the 
council to either repeal ·br revise ETPA, 
claiming · that .the. current vacancy rate is_ 
above five percent. They .said the rent 
increases authorized by the guidelines 
boards, a one~arid-.a-half or two-and-a
half percent hike depending on the length 
of the lease, do µot provide them with 
enough revenue to pi'operly maintain 
their buildings. 

· "Thei'e's no way a landlord can make 
any kind of a. profit,'' said 'Garden City 

Councilman denies· 
ethics conflict. charge 
Supports vote on rent issue despite: investment· 
By Kevin O'Ne.ill 

In the ongoing debate over.the Long 
Beach City's rent regulation policies, a 

. m~.!1'll?~r.oLtb¥,,YJcy, .csmr.icil i~ _c9rn111:g ... 
under fire fol' hts position as a fandlord." > 

· Tenant advocates are asking Couhcil
man Michael Zapson; a part owner of the ' 
Monroe Beach garden apartments in 

~ Long Beach, to excuse l;iimself from vot
ing on a proposed resolution, that would 
reinove rent cont.rols fr9m vacant apart
ments. One tenants rights' organizer 
-1--~-...:.-..l 1.K~. r-,r_~---·~- ---~L1- 1 ____ '. ____ ,,_ -1~-~-

.attorney Martin Shlufman. "The land- landlords' statistics. Referring to the 
lords can't maintain a building on that city's anxieties about a possible lawsuit 
kind of money." · ·. ·· by the landlords, Ms. Kayman urged ·the 

However, tenant advocates are' worried · council to "vigorously defend" the ten
that the proposed revisions of the ETPA, ants' rights, 
which covers 1,590 apartments in Long "Dori't Just bend over and let them leg
Beach, will eventuatly lead to a whole- ·islate for you," said Ms. Kayman: "Make 

· sale repeal of rent controls. With apart- . them prove their case." 
men ts becoming rent· decontrciUed Over the past sever~l years, the· land
through vacancies, they said, certain lords .have filed tax certiorari lawsuits 

.landlords will,engage in campaigns of seeking reductions in their taxes. One of 
· ''harassment" to force out tenants in the · the stated fears of Long Beach officials is r:-
remaining rent-stabilized uhits. that the landlords will sue the city io , ~ 

Michael Rosengrave, an aide to force a .total repeal gf rent controls. Try- G'> 
Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg (D- fog tp fight the landlo:ds in court, c_ity ~ 
Long Beach), said vacancy decontrol cou~sel Joel ~sarch said, wo_uld be hke .~ 
could encourage an "unscrupu}ous land- playmg "Russian roulette" wtth the cur- :c 
lord to do anything he can to get tenants rent tenants' homes. :c: 
out of the apartments. "The landlords are not stupid and they SJ 

.. · "People, this is the first step to elimi- have good counsel,'1 Mr, Asarch said. f:·· 
nating rent gontrol,'' Mr. Rosehgrave said. "This resolution,keeps the landlords at '"' 

Michael McKee, an organizer for the . bay and protects every tenant a.s long as · • 
New York State Tenapts and Neighbors that tenant stays at that apartment." :i> 
Coalition, warned council members that· . But city counsel members did agree to 1 
vacancy decontrol would give landlords temporarily table the decontrol resolu0 .,.. 

an "enormous incentive" tor pressuring tion, saying they wanted to further study .t"" 
tenants to move out. "l wHl give you the the issue and cohsider tenant Margaret ·t:t 
benefit of the doubt and say you are geri- ' DeBries Poretz's suggestion for including u:> 
uinely concerned about protecting tenants a provision to punish· landlords. abusing o, 

but this is not the way t• do it," Mr. · vacancy decontrol. 
McKee said. Meanwhile, the tenants are planning a 

Community activist Ann Kayman, a,n 111eeting for Snturday, April 13, to plan 
atton1ey, recommended that council . further protests. Those interested in 
members do their own survey of the attending can call tenant Julie Schechter 
city's vacancy_raterather than accept the· at (516) 432~1183. 
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I . ' ' ..Ce. 
You have always wanted the 

time and freedom to enjoy life at its 
fullest. Time for the 
theate¼ museums, 
concerts in Manhattan 
and Westchester. Tnne 
to socialize with 
family and friends. IE:,_ 
Tlille to travel and ""' 
get more "living" out of every day 
than you ever thought possible. 
Now you will have the time and 
freedom you want plus the comfort 
of your own home. 

See the impressive· selection of 
detached and attached condo
minum homes priced from $175,000 

to $449,000. New and resale 
one, two and three bedroom 

homes available. 
Call 1-800-2-HERITAGE 
or 914-276-3000 

Westridg_e _at 
.eritage '"Hills 

About Real Estat~ 

DealShows- EXPERIENCE 
Banks Ease ANOTHER 
Loan Rule LIFETIME. 
For Co-ops 

By TRACIE ROZHON 

The East New York Savings Bank 
closed a $10.7 million mortgage loan. 
to a cooperative apartment building 
in Queens last week ev.en though 
only 14 percent of the apartments 
were owner-occupied. Th;e percent
age was well below the 50 percent 
generally considered . the; norm for 
writing mortgages, eithe:r for co0 op 
corporations or for individual co-op 
or condominium buyers. 

It is still rare to see mortgages· 
written with such an extremely 
small percentage of ·apartments 
owned by the people who live in them 
- not owned by the building's spon
sor or by investors who buy apart- -
ments from the sponsor. But several 
major mortgage brokers said the 
writing of such loans was on the 
increase. 

"There were always a few lenders 
. who would do these loans,'' said Jer

ry Swartz, partner in Pergolis 
Swartz, a large mortgage broker 
whose firm handles the underlying 
mortgages for buildings. "What's 
new is that today there are more of 
them." 

"Funds are more available now; 
the market is much more competi
tive to loan money," Mr. Swartz add
ed. "There's banks that weren't 
competing in tlie market before." 

Mortgage brokers and loan offi-
cers interviewed stressed tha,t to 

-tend money to the co-op corporation, 
. for the underlying mortgage, or to 
individuals purchasing co-ops or 
condominiums when owner-occu
pancy is below 50 or 60 percent, 
certain conditions must be met. 
They explained that without these 
conditions, the risk of an mvestor 
who owns a lot of apartments going 
bankrupt - and leaving the co-op in 
the lurch - was just too high. · 

"No. 1, the building must be in a 
desirable area, where the subleasmg 
of apartments will bring in more 
money than must be paid (or m~inte

.nance of the apartments,'' said Sam 
Giarrusso, who heads real estate 
loans at East New York Savings. 

ACROSS THESEAorTIME 
Ti.-. flrf</,Y':fr, 

It's a roller coaster ride to 
another place. A subway 
ride to another time. 
A boat ride to another 
dimension. Instead of 
learning about New York 
from a book, take your 
children on a class trip 
through time; Live, breathe 
and feel the pulse of New 
York, past and present, .· 
all in IMAX®3D sight and 
sound. After the movie, don't 
miss the 3D interactive 
ACROSS THE SEA OF 
TIME exhibit. 

Teachers Build 
Great Learning Habits -

For A Lifetime 
Among the habits that some 
teachers are building: reading 
The New York Times every 
day. The Times brings to 
students the living history 
of New York - and the · 
world. Teachers are 
invited to find out about 
educational discounts 
and other benefits of 
The New York Times 
School Program by calling 
1-800-631-1222. 

glJeNeurffork ~nu, 
School and College Department 

Group Sales: 
(212)336-5025/26 

group23505@AOL.com 

For lnformation/Showtifues: 
(212)336-5000/336sSONY 
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To assess whether a building is a 
good.risk, the loan applicant must be 
able to generate a positive'cash flow 

. onJhe • btilk of his apartments. In 
r>\"'~er words; if the. absentee share-e----------------;,:;.-;;,-;,-;,-;.-;;.:;.-;,:;.:;.:;.:;;,:;,:;.:;.';,:;.:;.:;.:;.:;.:;.:;;,:;,:;_=:- . holder can sublease an apartment 
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Oceanfront living in a vibrant 
communitv with \1aiihattan less 
than one liour awav. · 

for $900, and pays only $500 for main
tenance; the bank. may look favor
ably at the investment. 

The bank will next look toward the 
personal assets and liabilities of ab
sentee shareholders to see if they 
have sufficient income or liquid_as
sets to make necessary repairs. 

"We look at their integrity, their 
track record," Mr. Giarrusso said. 

With individual mortgages for 
apartment buyers,· the bank also 
looks hard at the percentage of own
er-occupied · apartments buildings 

· wide, mortgage brokers said. 
Uthe percentage is the same -

less than 50 or 60 percent, depending 
on the bank -' it is tradi:'tionally 
difficult to obtain a mortgage. 

But Ellen Bitton, president of the 
Manhattan Mortgage Company, said 
that more banks than ever would 
consider such a loan. She said she 
knew about eight banks of the 24 she 
dealt with that would do so. "It's 
very_different from two years ago," 
she said. 

But she cautioned that the bariks 
lending to individuals use·the same 

· criteria they do when lending to 
buildings: The desirability of the 
building and the creditw-0rthiness of 
the · person or·. persons seeking the 
loah is taken into account. 

Jhe guidelines apply not only to 
co-ops, although condom.iniums as a 
whole are not ·allowed to have under
lying mortgages. Ms. Bitton told of a 
woman w:ho wanted to buy a condo
minium apartm~t in a five-year-old 
building on-Park Avenue. When she 
applied for the loan the building had 
almost no apartments sold. 

The building had been built as a . -
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK ----,-------------.X . 

lnre: 

OLYMPIA & YORK 
REALTY CORP., et al., 

Debtors. 

-----------------X 

Chapter 11 Case No. 
92 B 42698 OLG) 
Oointly Administered) 

NOTICE OF A HEARING TO CONSIDER (A) APPROVAL OF . 
BADEN REAL ESTATE CORP.'S ENTRY INTO A CERTAIN PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT (INCLUDING THE BREAKUP FEE PROVISIONS THEREOF) 
AND {B) ANY COMPETING BIDS FOR.THE ASSETS 

TO RR SOT~n IN AC.C.OR.nA Nt:R. WTTR" TUli" A TTf"''T'TC\1\.T DDnr<unTTDUC" A 1\.TT't, 

__ <:--;,;:, 
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Oceanfront living in a vibrant 
cornmunitv with \!Ianhattan less 
than one Iiour awav. 

• P1ivate beach entrv 
• Swimming pool_ on sundeck 
• Doorman service 
• Large t~rraces with scenic 

ocean views 
• Full eat-in-kitchens with all 

new deluxe appliances 
• Loads of cJosets 
• Bus service at your doorstep 

Rental Office: 
(516) 889-0670 

CHCCUTIUC 

854 & 860 East Broadway 
Long Beach, :\'Y 11561 

e achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative 
',imiers to obtaining housing _because of race, color, religion, sex, ha~dicap, familial status or national origin. 

inarviduals purchasing co-ops or 
condominiums when owner-occu
pancy is below 50 or 60 percent, 
certain conditions must be met. 
They explained that without these 
conditions, the risk of an investor 
who owns a lot of apartments going 
bankrupt - and leaving the co-op in 
the lurch - was just too high. · 

"No. 1, the building must be in a 
desirable area, where the subleasing 
of apartments will bring in more 
money than must be paid for mainte
nance of the apartments," said Sam 
Giarrusso, who heads real estate 
loans at East New York Savings. 

To assess whether a building is a 
good. risk, the loan applicant must be 
able to generate a positive ·cash flow 
{ij',o fae buljc{ of his apartments. In 
-other words; if the absentee share
holder can sublease an apartment 
for $900, and pays only $500 for main
tenance, the bank may look favor
ably at the investment. 

The bank will next look toward the 
personal assets and liabilities of ab
sentee shareholders to see if they 
have sufficient income or liquid .as
sets to make necessary repairs. 

"We look at their integrity, their 
track record," Mr. Giarrusso said. 

With individual mortgages for 
apartment buyers,· the bank also 
looks hard at the percentage of own
er-occupied apartments building
wide, mortgage brokers said. 

If the percentage is the same -
less than 50 or 60 percent, depending 
on the bank - it is tradi.tionally 
difficult to obtain a mortgage. 

But Ellen Bitton, president of the 
Manhattan Mortgage Company, said 
that more banks than ever would 
consider such a loan. She said she 
knew about eight banks of the 24 she 
dealt with that would do so. "It's 
very different from two years ago," 
she said. 

But she cautioned that the bariks 
lending to individuals use· the same 

· criteria they do when lending to 
buildings: The desirability of the 
building and the creditworthiness of 
the person or persons seeking the 
loan is taken into account. 

Jhe guidelines apply not only to 
co-ops, although condominiums as a 
whole are not allowed to have under
lying mortgages. Ms. Bitton told of a 
woman who wanted to buy a condo-
minium apartment in a five-year-old 
building on Park Avenue. When she 
applied for the loan the building had 
almost no apartments sold. 

The building had been built as a 
condominium, but ended up being 
completed at the nadir of the real 
estate recession, so its developers 
decided to rent out the units until the 
market improved. Although the 
woman had excellent credit, it took a 
year to close on a loan. By the clos
ing, nine of 21 apartments had been 
soW, still a low percentage but no
where near as bad as zero. 

People seeking mortgages on 
buildings and apartments in which 
the building has a low ratio of owner
occupants may still have a tough 
time. But banks are apparently ea
ger to give loans in. buildings with 
more than 60 percent owner-occu
pancy. 

"We just can't compete with what 
the banks give people with buildings 
with 65 or 70 percent," Mr. Giar
russo of East New York Savings 
said. "There's a lot of players in that 
marketplace." As an incentive, Mr. 
Giarrusso said, some of the larger 
banks will offer lines of credit for 

· capital improvements, and some 
will offer no-point loans, where the 
buyer does not have to pay an extra 
percentage of the loan at the time of 
closing. · 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK X 

Inre: 

OLYMPIA & YORK 
REALTY CORP., et al., 

Debtors. 
------------------X 

NOTICE OF A HEARING TO CON! 
BADEN REAL ESTATE CORP.'S ENTRY 

AGREEMENT (INCLUDING THE BREA.Kl 
AND (B) ANY COMPETING BI; 

TO BE SOLD IN ACCORDANCE WITH 'rrI 
(II) APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING Si 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that upon the motion (the "Mo 
Corp., (the "Debtor") one of the debtors and debtors in p 
consolidated·chaptcr 11 cases, the Debtor has moved for entr 
the Bankruptcy Code and Rule 6004 of the Federal Rule 
Debtor's entry into a certain asset purchase agreement (inc 
"Purchase Agreement") for the safe of certain assets consi, 
approximate principal amount of $7 .5 million plus certa 
described in the Purchase Agreement (the "Assets") for a 
Hoffiand Realty Corp. or its designec (the "Existing Purchas 
procedures for the sale of such assets (the "Auction Procedure 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a hearing to, 
the Assets to be sold pursuant to the Auction Procedures (th, 
James L. Garrity,Jr., united States Bankruptcy Judge, in R0< 
One Bowling Green, New York, New York on June 12, 1m 
may be heara. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that objections tot 
filed }\rith the Court, with l\\'O copies to chambers, together 
(i) Weil, Gotshi;ll & Manges LLP, Attorneys for the Debtor, ' 
Attention: Christopher C. Wilson, Esq., and (ii) Kaye Scho!c, 
the Debtor, New York, New York 10022, Attention: Alfred J 
5:00 p.m. on June .5, 1996; and that answering papers, if n 
5:00 p.m. on June 10, 1996. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that ifno entity 01 
purchase the Assets at the Hearing, the Assets will be sold t 
pursuant to the terms of the Purchase Agreement. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that any prospecti 
must comP,ly \\ri.th the Auction Procedures as set foitfi in the 1' 
Auction Procedures, may be obtained from Weil, Gotshal & 1v 
New York, New York 10153 by writing to the attention ofM, 
at (212) 833-3196. 

Dated: New York, New York 
May 21, 1996 

WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES ILP 
Attorneys fur the Debtor 

and Debtor in Possession 
767 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10153 
(212) 310-8000 

J 
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The plane: cr~sh in 

Croatiawhich killed Com- E.rankP. 
cause he made it plain 

b~fore the Croatia trip 
that Brown could not 

When itcomest-0 personal qualities and knowl

edge of govenµrtent. GOP Senate Majority Leader 

Bob Dole has it all over Bill Clinton but unfortu
nately, he is not as good a campaigner and 
doesn't have a strong c:.i:mpaign staff. Dole seems -
to be trying_ to .do eve:rything liimselfand rieeds -
a strongseconcFin-comniarid to direct his cam:.. 
paign strategy and allow the Senator to ~ncen

trate on policy. J h~pe that while he's.taking a' 
much ~needed rest in Florid::i.) Dole find~ the right 
individual to take on this assignment and thereby, 

. . . 
merce Secretary Ron · NAUDUS 
Brown and a host of 
prominent business ex
ecutives was of course, a 
human tragedy and the 
members ofthe bereaved · 

familiesde~IVe our heart-

felt syn;tpathies. But there are issues involved in 
that ill-fated llightandinBrown's years of stew
ardship in Washington. D.0. that must be inves

tigated thoroughly and not be buried along with 
the victims. 

The eulogies to Brown have concentrated on 
tli:e great efforts he supposedly made to expand 
American businesses and create more jobs for 

American workers. But the aim of his mission to 
thewar-'torn Croatia-Bosnia area was to create 

business opportunities andjobs for the peop!e 
over there---not for Americans. Is that what a 

U.S. Secretary of Commerce is supposed to be 
doing? The executives wh-om Brown rounded up 
obviously were interested in setting up branches 
in that area using cheap, foreign· labor: an.d 

maximizing their global pro6.ts at the expense of 
. I 

their American work force. 

Brown himself was the subject of a probe into 
his wheeler-dealer financial activities and there 

has been suspicion that he was involved in 
another kind of Whitewater--or perhaps we 
should say ''Dirtywater." f>residentC:linton 0;b'[i
ous}y regarded the al1egations as serious be-

/ 

Star of TV's 
"WKRP IN CINaNNATI" 

GARY SANDY 
IN 

serve as his 1996 cam
paign manager, as he did in the 1992 campaign. 
The probe should notbe_cancelled on the grounds 
that Brown is no longerWith us. If there was indeed 
wrongcioing, the public is_ entitled to know all 
about iL -

Our rnilitaiy commanders also have some ex-
plaining to do. Why would they allow V.LP's --or 
even nori-V.I.P. 's--to travel over dangerous terrain 
in planes that have less safety controls than is 
provided on commercial ai_rcraft? And why would 
they allow planes to fly in bad weather to an airport· 
which they knew was lacking in modern instru
ment equipment needed to guide aircraft to safe 
landings???? -

The main reaso:ri the Clinton administration got 
us involved .in the strife raging in the former 
Yugoslavia was to protect the "innocent" Moslem 
tribes from atrocities committed by the Serbs, who 
are fellow Slavs but practic~ a differerit religion. 
Butnmvwe have fotindthat Iran has sent troops 

and officers to work With these Moslem tribes and 

thereby, to extend its influence into southern 

Europe. Unlike a peaceful, pro-western Moslem 
country like Turkey, Iran is run by fanatic funda

mentalists-~ho sponsor sta~e terrorism arid hat\ 
the U.S. By indirectly help_ing Iran expand its 
power, we are working against our own interests. 

ThJs is crazy stuffi 

· fire up his drive to the White House. 

Why are older women missing out. on the 
benefits of exercise? We've always assumed ifs 
because oftheir aging-physical condition but a 

new.studybyresearchersatWashilJltenUniver
sity in St. Louis tells us it's not ~e older 
women are acting like couch potatoes only be-

1 • 

cause they have a stereotyped view that exercise 
is inappropriate for them, 

• Dr. Martha Stor~ndt, a psychologist who 
headed up the study. says too manyolderwomen 
think they should "act their age" and retire to the 

sidelines but it's not healthy for them to do that. 
"I like · the attitucte of the older man .in the 

Chiquita banana cornme_rcial who is still jump
ing hurdles and ·saying he might slow down 

when h_e hi:ts his 100th birthday. That's the kind 
of attitude older women, as well as men, should 
adopt;' she says. 

So go to it, ladies!· (Just don't overdo it). 

The City Council, caught in the middle bythe landlords.through a practice known 
between landlords and rent stabilizatien as warehousing, where available apart
advocates, is seeking a compromise that rrrents are kept vacant. 

Lyrics By 

will protect existing tenants in Rent Sta- - The problem, according to City .Man
bilized apartments, ager Ed Eaton is that, "If the tenants are 
. Nil;J.e buildings, comprising of almost wrong they will automatically lose all 
1500 apartments, are currently covered protection. Rent Stabilization will be over. 
by the Emergency Tenant Protection Act, Their_ paid Lobbyist· may be willing to• 

·• mor:e commonly known as ETPA or Rent take that chance but the Council is not. 
Stabilization. The law was enacted by the Too many senior citizens and young fami
State Legislature in 1973 and is due to lies depend on Rent Stabilization. Our 
expire in 1997. The City Council decon- first obligation is to them not their advo
trolled co-ops and condominiums in 1992, cated or their landlords." !look By 

PETER STONE 
Music By 

CYC.OLEMAN BETTY COMDEN & ADOLPH GREEN voted by both Democrats and Republican According to Corporation Council Joel 
TUES. APRIL 30 thru SUN. MAY 5 

Tues., (8:00PM), Thurs., {2:00PM), $22.50 · 
.. Wed. & Thurs., (8:00PM}, Sun, (2:00PM & 7:00PM), $25.00 

,- Fri. & Sal, (8:00PM), $27.50 

, Direct from the National Tour of The 
World's Most•Acdaimed Musical 

- Legendary star of 
stage, screen and te).evision 

THEODORE BIKEL' 
-~-· IN -

t 

- :the 
-&er.of\ 
,~of 

Music By Book By Lyrics By 
JERRY BOCK JOSEPH STEIN SHELDON HARNICK 

TUES. OCT 15 thru SUN. OCT 20 

. HOWARD KEEL 

Book & Lyrics By 
ALAN JAY LERNER 

Music By 
FREDERICK LOEWE 

·. TUES: NOV 5 thru SUl'f. NOV 10 

INFO & CHARGE • VISA / MC / AMEX: (516) 334-08.00 
Nominal service charge on phone orders: Prices include parking privileges. 

. · .. ' -- -
GROUPS, Vedbu .... ~-c a=a•r ~=,-f'a.,,=,.~ 

(SIS) ~2.l01 BRUSH HOLLOW RD,• EX.40 LJ; ExPAV:. $4 N, S1: PKWY: 

. Pto:ci~ed by MUSIC FAlR GRO.IJP'; INC. in assodat.ion with RI.CHARD AKINS PRODUCTIONS 

Council Members. · Asarch; "Proving warehousing is difficttlt 
The dilemma facing the Council is that at best and in the.past has been unsuc· 

both landlords and tenant advocates are cessful. In addition you must consider· 
requesting the City to do a vacancy sur- that the landlords would never have ap
vey. Under ETPA if the vacancy rate in proached. the council in the first place if 
RentStabilizedApartmentsis5%ormore, they were not confident they would ex
all apartments are deregulated and rents ceed the 5% threshold." 
are allowed to rise to whatever the mar- The solution the City Council is, con
ket will bear. Tenants· in rent stabilized . sidertng is vacancy decontrol. Under va
apartments will lose all protection and cancy decontrol as apartments become 
will most likely be faced with substantial vacant they become decontrolled. Land
rent increases. . . lords will be able to raise their rents only 

The landlords, believing that the va- on vacant apartments while occupied 
cancyrate already exceeds the 5% thresh~ apartments remain rentstabi_lized. Land~ 
old, approached the City Council, and lords woajd continue to be prohibited 
exercising their rights under ETPA, re- from harassing tenants and would be 
quested the survey be conducted. The subjected to heavy fines if found guilty 
landlords claim that they are losing money before an administrative law judge. 
on their buildings and ca,n not afford to "Tlle only way to protect the tenants is 
perfonnneeded_repairs and maintenance. to block the survey," said Council person 

The tenant~ acting under the. advice of .· Joel Crystal, UBy decontrolling the va
,a paid professio:ri.?1, lobbyis( are also tje- • cant apartments the >7?cancy rate be
·,manding the 'i>urvey will show that the comes zero and rent stabilization for the 
vacancy rate had been artificially inflated existing tenants is preserved." 

'r .. ---· - . ..,.m.----·· 



~---

3 SECl'IONS,. 
48 PAGES 

Teacher 
• • • wins .. trip 

to Japan 
By Kevin O'Neill 

A Long Beach High School social studies teacher will 
be one of 16 North American educators travelling to· 
Japan this summer for a special cultural studies project. 

Dr. Kenneth Gutwein, a 20-year veteran of Long 
Beach, and the other members of the dtelegation were 
winners in the Keizai Koho Center's summer fellowship 
program. They were s~lected from. among several hun..
dted applicants for the. coveted, an~expenses-paid fellow-
ships. . . 

"He was selected partly because of his long-standing 
commitment to global studies," said Linda Wojtan, the 

· program coordinator for the Keizai Koho Center. 
Also known as the fapll.Il Instit.ute for Social .aad ECQ..

. nomic Affairs, the Cormecticut~based KeizaiKoho Center 
is a private, n6~-profilorganization that helps pro~ote · 

.~-------=:.:::::::::~.- - , . ...........::··, 

JUNE 13- 75 CENTS .Jlr JIit 

~oan . . .... · .-·.·.·. . . . .. 
A group of boys play• iri sand_sof¢£ toumamel)t)n Long; Beach ·over the weekend. 
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Repair ·bills add up to rent h1.ke 
State rejects landlord's .request 
for improvementfunds 
By Kevin O'Neill 

Tenants of the Executive Towers apartment building in 
Long Beach are claiming a partial victory in· their ongoc. 
ing battle with the building's landlord, Samuel Walton. 

Tenants had beeri hit with two bills for building . 
improvements and repairs tbtalling more than $360,000 in 
permanent rent increases late last year. But last month a 

· state Division of Housing and Community Renewal rent 
. administrator rejected much of what Mr. Walton requestc. 

ed. . . 
"I think the tenants are doing a better job of protecting 

their interests," said attorney Robert Solomon; who repre
sented the building's tenants' association in the matter. 

As the landlord of a rent-stabilized building, Mr. Wal
ton has· to get State approval for special ft';nt incr~eS 
related· to building improvements~ The state also sets .the 
rate of yearly rent increases for rent-stabilized buildings. 

The larger of the two bills was for $229,200.73 worth 

INSIDE 

Raffle revenue Guns are not 
child's play 

of "'improvements" that included expenditures for siruc:.. 
tural steel replacement in the building's 146-space park
ing garage, asbestos . abatement, and· garage· fireproofing. 
In his major capitaJ improvements application, Mr. Wal
ton was as.king $3. l I more in monthly rent per room per 
apartment in the 276-unit building to cover the amount 
over seven years. 

In its May 28 decision, the Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal agreed with tenants' contention that 
"the tenants should not be charged for these·costs when 

· CoJ:1tinued on Page 7 

State seeks share 
of monies. 

PAGE 11 
Bill would punish careless 

gun owners. I 

~ Helping Israel 
Temple seeks volunteers. 
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Father's Day 
Lindel! kids dra\/1/their dads. 

PAGE SB 

.Flag Day 
June 14 - Display 

it proudly 
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, Tenants b·attt~~tandloi:ii 6p. ·,f~flfi.ifegU~St 
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. . 

Beach landlords are suif1g the city to try 
and repeal its rent controls. One of the 
arguments they have made in trying. to 
eliminate such n~nt controls is that they 
are unable to get enough income to main~ 
tain the building at a reasonable profit. 

replacements in the parking .garage, saying 
they would not benefit just the car owners. 

• '.'lt was the foundation of the building 

. . . 

continued from page i 
. only a small per,centage oftne te11ants use·. 

the garage and it is a source of additional 
revenue to the owner," The Division "di°s
allowed'.' a few of.the charges and gave 
Mr. Walton permission to charge an extra 
$16.40 per parking space over the next 
seven years to cover the "allowable cost" 

· of $201,150.63. 
The other bill was for $136,999 worth 

of "improvements" that included a new 
glass wall in· the recreation room, new 
doors, new lights for the pool area, a re
roofing job for the recreation room and 
removal of water storage tanks. 

Ultimately; much of the request was 

.PR. KENNE:TH GUTWEIN 
;(.,__:........_,. - ·'4111.,., :: 

rejected by the Divisioi1 ofHouslng and 
Community administrator, who described 
mai1y of the items as ~rl'epairs and mainte
nance." Such items are expected to be cov
ered in annual rent ii1.creases set by the 
state's rent guidelines board. · 

The Division ruled that the "benefit" of 
the storage tanks' removal was "not build
ing-wide" but ·aimed a't increasing the 
building's parking spaces - a separate 
source of revenue. All together, the Divi
sion allowed Mr. Walton to charge an 
extra 50 cents in monthly rent per room, 
per apartment, over the next seven years to 
cover an "allowable cost" of $36,791; 

Currently, Mr. Walton and other Long 

Discussing the decisioi1, Mr. WaJton's 
attorney, Martin Shlufnrnn, said he plans 
to appeal it.· He said rent-stabilized land
lords are in a "los.e-lose situation" where 
they "can't recover their building expens
es" through either the major capital 
improvements process or ordinary rent 

, increases. • 
He particularly disagreed with the Divi-

sion's ruling regarding the steel. structural 

. that was improved," said Mr. Shlufman. 
"So, this was for everybody. It's not just 

· the garage.'' 
But the tenants believed that Mr. Walton 

was asking for too much from them and 
unfairly charging for certain items that 
should be covered under ordinary .rent 

payments. 
''We've fried to fight him as best we 

can," said Dr. Schneider, one of the co
_presidents of the tenants association. "If it 
goes to the court of appeals, we hope we 
can beat him." 

Catch Eipigrant's 
Winning .. Lineup 
of'CD Rates 
and Morel 
The baseball season is in f~ll swing 
and Emigrant is touching all b{lses 
-&~.t~·h ~ ...:A7:~~~·~--ct.JfnAttn. o{ co·~· a_,n·d 

waiting for you when you open any 
new.Emigrant FDIC~insured Grand 
Slam CD ~Or s.<ivh1g§ Ac~Q_Un! duripg. 
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Rental wars 
City council considers lifting cost controls 

, By Kevin O'Neill tain their buildings. 
Long Beach's landlords and tenants "The, time has now come, exceptper-

are warring over whether the city coun- haps for protection for resident senior 
cil should end its compliance with a - citizens who have limited income, that 
20-year-old state-enacted rent regula- the legislation should be repealed or 
tion law. otherwise severely -curtailed," said 

A group of Long Beach landlords is landlord Samuel Walton, the owner of 
petitioning the city to "repeal or modi- the 276-unit Executive Towers at -g54_ 
fy" its use of the Emergency Tenant 860 East Broadway. ''lt is a total 
Protection Act (ETPA) of 1974, a state anomaly that has no economic justifi
law that enabled' municipalities to place cation and results in the progressiYe 
apartment buildings of 60 units or more deterioration of the City of Long 
under the control of state-run rent Beach." _ 
guidelines- boards. . The maximum rent increases allowed 

The City of Long "Beach_ adapted the by Nassau's rent guidelines boru:d for 
rent stabilization act two decades ago 1995-1996 are a one-and-a:.halfpercent 
to combat a severe rental housing _ hike for a one-year lease and a two
shortage and contain rapidly rising and-a-half percent hike for a two-year 
rents. At the time, officials declared. lease, according to the New York State 
that the city's apartment vacancy rate Division of Housing, andiC~mm~nity 
of less than five percent co11stituted an Renewal, which admintsters tl).e boards. 
"emeigency." ·--·. -, __ - -, · -,.,,s,.,~-·---,R~fening:to,r}!?"~~~~~~~~f:Ck 

But local landlords have presented David Paulsen, ow11er of the Crystal" ,
the city council with numbers showing Hous_e, at 630 Shore-Road, told the 
that the vacancy rate might be up to at council members that "you can't sur~ 
least eight pernent. They also com- vive o~ that." As Mr. Walton had earli
plained during last week's hearing on . er; Mr. Paulsen also_ spoke of how 
the issue that the rent increases allowed waterfront apartment houses, such as 
by the rent guidelines boards are far the -Crystal, are costlier to keep up 
below what is needed to properly main-' Continued on Page 13 
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Nine year-old AdamWoodmansee works on his lacrosse skills at the beach 
Sunday; wheri signs of spring were in the air. 

INSIDE 
Passover· 

Holiday begins next week. 
Chauncey's· set for season 

PAGE 10B 

Goal 
Kids hope to save rink. 

PAGE3 

Bigotry 
Summit raises awareness. 

PAGE 14B 

Theatre 
HERALD reviews "Cat's 
Paw:' 

PAGE SB 

By Michael Harrison 
The crocus are -blooming, convertible 

tops have been coming down and, 
among other signs of spring, 
Chauncey's is preparing to emerge 
from a rare winter hibernation. 

That -also means a renewal of the 
debate over the future of the seaside 
bar/restaurant, whose owners have sub
mitted plans for a proposed renovation 
needed to convert Chauncey's into a 
seafood and steak house they would 
call Jhe Oceanview Grill. While the 
partners who own Chauncey's believe 
the conversion would not only bring a 
unique restaurant to Long Beach but 
also eliminate the p9tential for late-
night disturbances, an attorney repre
senting some West End residents is still 
fighting to get the business out of the 

''We don't 
believe for 
a second an 
expansion is 

-in the best 
interest of the 
neighborhood~ " 

Charles Kovit 

area. ment recently. But since the project 
Site plans for the steakhouse, init:fat requires -a zoning variance - apart 

ly proposed nearly a year ago, ,were- ,,from the non conforming use waiver in 
filed with the city's building depart~ place :there now - "they'll send it to 

the architectural review board and issue 
a letter of denial based on zoning 
laws,'' said _local lawyer FranK Dikra
nis, who represents Chauncey's. 

"We'll then look for a variance. That 
will begin as soon as I get the paper
woi;k," he added. That could be some
time in the falL In the meantime, 
Chauncey's, which closed at the end of 
last summer, will open again in April. 

But at the same time, "We'll oppose 
any variance application," said Charles 
Kovit, the lawyer hired by residents 
who have peti!ioned the city council to 
legislate Chauncey's out of the neigh
borhood. "We don't believe for a sec
ond an expansion is in the best interest 
oLthe neighborhood." 

Besides taking up more square 
footage of the Ocean Front property 
than Chauncey's does, the restaurant 
would have a single bar - as opposed 
to the three there now - and close at 1 

Continued on_ Page 13 
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Rental wars 13 

City council weighs. lifting cost controls 
Continued from Page 1 

because they are subject to the ravages 
of wind, sea water, rain and sand. 

"I can honestly state that housing in 
Long Beach is deteriorating," Mr. 
Paulsen asserted. "And there is not just 
sufficient income to repair and main
tain these buildings." 

But several elderly tenants present at 
the March 19 meeting reacted with 
anger and disbelief to the landlords' 
pleas of hardship. They said that land
lords over the years have substantially 
boosted their rental income above the 
yearly· guidelines by applying for rent 
hikes with. the state's division of hous
ing whenever they make building 
repairs or improvements. 

Executive Towers tenant Shirley 
Weber said the rent for her one-bedroom 
apartment has gone from $315 per 
month to $740 over the past 18 years. 

"Every time a nail is hammered into 
a wall we get an increase," Ms. Weber 
told the council. "I hate to think what 
will happen when rent becomes desta
bilized ... all these lovely people will be 
through out of their homes." 

Over the past few years, landlords 
statewide have gotten increas,ingly 
aggressive in their opposition to rent 
controls and eviction protections, 
according to leaders of the tenants 
rights group, New York State Tenants 
and Neighbors Coalition. They said 
tenant advocates went through a bitter 
struggle in 1993 in just getting a · 

,,,.,,_ , 

.1 his is an area they've [landlords] 

identified as a battlefield for building 

momentum for rolling back and 

repealing rent regulations. " 

watered-down version of the Emergen
cy Tenants Protection Act extended 
another four years. 

Coalition director Billy Easton 
described Long Beach. as a key test of 
the landlords' growing political clout 
and what that bodes for tenants. 

'"This is an area they've [landlords] 
identified as a: battlefield for building 
momentum for rolling back and repeal
ing rent regulations," Mr. Easton said. 

The city has been hit with so-called 
certiorari lawsuits by allegedly finan
cially-strapped landlords seeking tax 
relief and there has been talk of a pos
sible court challenge to the ETPA on 
the grounds that an '.'emergency" no 
longer exists. 

During last week's hearing, the land
lords presented council members with 

Billy Easton, Coalition director 

hand-outs detailing tax refunds granted to 
aggrieved landlords in recent years and the 
rent differences between decontrolled, 
market-value apartments and rent stabi
lized units. For example, in one building, a 
rent stabilized three-room apartment was 
being leased for only $585.38 per month 
while a decontrolled apartment of the 
same size was being leased for as much as 
$1,008.31 per month. 

One of the landlords, Mr. Walton, 
. argued that repealing the "rent stabi

lization law" will benefit the communi
ty as a whole by enlarging the tax base 
and "eliminating the terrible inequity of 
the newer tenants subsidizing tenants in 
occupancy for a, long period of time.· 

"If artificial rent restrictions were 
removed, net income would increase, 
City of Long Beach, Nassau County 

and school taxes would be correspond
ingly increased," Mr. Walton said. "The 
only benefit from the tax certiorari liti
gation are the attorneys, a complete 
waste of economic resources." 

Discussing the council's position on 
the Emergency Tenant Protection Act, 
Corporation Counsel Joel Asarch said 
the city council is trying to come up 
with. a compromise that addresses the r
landlords' grievances and· prorects the ~ 
current tenants. - G> 

"There's a real possibility that the g;: 
five percent number has b@e:1 • 
broached," said Mr. Asarch. "It's a very ~ 
difficult situation." :I: 

m 
::0 

Other business ~-
In other council business, the five 0 

trustees approved the purchase of 176 • 
trees at a total cost of $I6,910 for 3: 
planting along the _newly-reconstructed ~ 
Broadway. Among the breeds of trees g. 
being ordered are Canadian cherry, pear ~ 
and maple. 

Because of last week's poor weather, 
the council scheduled a second date for 
hearing comments from residents 
regarding the city's compliance with the 
mass transit requirements of the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The next city council meeting is 
Tuesday, April 2. The fi,rst meeting of 
each month includes a Good and Wel
fare public forum for residents who 
sign up to speak before the 8 P.M. 
meeting begins. 

Chauncey's ·fate undecided .---------,-------------~-------_,_~ --
Journalism Continued from Page 1 

kM. weekdays and_2 A.M. on week
ends. Bars, on the other hand, can 
legally serve until 4 A.M. and stay 
open to 5 · A.M. 

Negotiations between the. business 
owners and the residents broke down last 
year when the residents' representatives 
clung to several demands the owners 
wouldn'tmeet. Those included a demand 

. that the Oceanview Grill offer only a ser
vice bar that would shut down at I I :30 
P.M. and that the owners· sign a declara
tion of other restrictive covenants. 

Mr. Kovit, who also represents sever
al· dozen area property owners in a tax 
Certiorari suit that alleges they were 
over assessed because of their proximi
ty to Chauncey's, is challenging a prior 
variance granted to the establishment in 
1993. That variance was overturned in 
court, but Chauncey's filed an appeal 
and is waiting for a ruling. · 

"We went to the appellate division 
and gave an oral argument," before 
Nassau County Supreme Court Justice 
Angelo D. Roncallo, Mr. Kovit said. 
"We should be getting a decision any 

week now." 
The Lo1J,g .Beach City Council last , 

year expressed support for a 
Chauncey's conversion plan and put off · 
voting on a possible revocation of its 
existing variance until the zoning board 
makes a ruling. "We're going to try and 
appeal to the city council to get them to 
make a decision one way or another," 
Mr. Kovit said. I 

One of Chauncey's owners, Kenneth · 
McGuire, said he is "still open" to 
neighbors' suggestion!',. "We under
stand some of our neighbors are not 
happy with at least part of it, but that 
doesn't mean we can't talk and hear 
what they have to say. We want to .open 
a first-class seafood and steak house on 
the water. That's the goal." 

According to Mr. Dikranis, it's hard 
getting a fix on how residents in,that 
area feel. "I've spoken to a lot of 
neighbors and there are a lot of varying 
opinic5ns," he said. "Most people seem 
to be in favor of a steakhouse [but) a 
lot of people said they would rather 
have seen some sort of townhouse or · 
condos. Who knows?" 

If You Have The Need
We Have the Service! 

.. _; &More 

Internships 
· Richner Publications, ;n~. is 
accepting applications for its 
u_npaid summer journalism 
internship p~ogra.-n. Students . I currently enrolled in a four-

-· :t • ·j . year college or in a graduate 
· journalism program are 

eHgible.Applicants must 
submit a resume and 
writing samples. 

to 
R.- Kreiss 

Richner Publicatibns, Inco 
379 CentralAvenue 

. .Laivrence,.New York 1.1559 
The program is designed to give practical experience to students 

planning a ~career in journalism and related fields. Interns may 

receive course credit from their schools. 

Applications Must be Received By April 15. · 

Nassau Herald Rockaway Journal 

Oceanside-Island Park Herald Baldwin HeraM 

Lynbrook Herald Meadowbrook Times 

Valley Stream Herald Long Beach Herald 

Long Island Graphic Rockville Centre Herald 

Writing samples will not be returned: 

~ - ... . -~ . - . __ :i;ii; .. 
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area to-its -~~ehtjal: characterwh.iqh)s 
residential. · · · · 

. Virginia Schafer 

-~I;,•, .,,,,,,,.v:·,•:~:,c,A'.;;.'i,,' ·-,\•,J.1>.g_g Beach 

Likes'Weifvs··zapson· 
, ~ ~. \~ ,~<• . 

To the Editor: . ..· 
The meeting of the ~ity council on 

Tuesday, August 6, was a happening - a 

strong happening. 
It started with the resignation of Ed 

Buscemi as council president. Pearl 

Weil, who has graced the city council as 

both a member and the vice president for 

many years, was chosen to read his resig

nation letter immediately following this, 

to the surprise and dismay of most of the 

citizens in attendance, Michael Zapson 

was appointed as ~he new council presi

dent. 
Not only did h~ leap over Vice Presi

dent Weil, who should have been chosen 

president by all logical reasoning, but. 

choosing Mr. Zapson? The same Mr. 

Zapson, who as a'council member clearly 

has a conflict of interest in the current· 

lawsuit wherei_n landlords are suing the 

city of Long Beach? Mr. Zapson is both 

· . owner and legal counsel of 270 Shore 

Road, which everybody remembers as 

the old San Remo apartment building. · 

As you must know by now, some of the 

city's landlords are suing the city for mil

lions of dollars in an attempt'to eliminate 

all rent regulations. If successful, they 

could then raise rents as high as they 

desire, while at the same time leaving 

over 1,000 tenants without any tangible 

means ofbeing able to defend them- · · 

selves against harassment, loss of ser

vices or improper evictions. 
Our questions are: 

l. How can our city council skip over our 

•11 - · - - -- _ · . _ I lhem · u y uuwu cu we ,_.,,. Luu. 
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· · . · · · · . ·. · . _ . . _ · ·_._. : . _•-·. : .··· - .,. There·is shrliij~~ry, flowers and plenty 

very capable Vice President Pearl 'Yeil, porting rev9cation o.f noo~renewal of the. . of weeds in :thit-~e~t End, especially in 

wh<;>1Qgptfylly_should have"be~I\eUti:tR.~4: · plant's op~~tingp.ermit l!y the New York . ihe Ciepi:giaStre'~f,ph1,yground. 

couri~i.!,P1'¢.sident? . · _ · ' ·• ' · State Oepartment'of Environmental Con- . · Take heart though, I have a positive 

2. lfow can our city councji appoint Mr. s.ervation. _ . _ response. The 1,hHdren of ProjectChal-

Zap&o,n as~pxesident.when<they are cur~ · While this milestone can be justifiably· ·. lenge, even tho,ugh i.t's not their job, 

•rentlydefendiQg themselv,es and the city, · hailed, the council must take an addition- come to the park's rescue. On a very hot 

against a multi-million dollar lawsuit al step to complete the process they were day, they pulled weeds that were taller 

brought on by landlords? mandated to begin; namely, the cancella- than tlie toddlers. 

.-· Mr. Zapson is clearly burdened with a tion of the contract of the City with the I am very grateful to them and to John 

. · conflict of interest and should have never operators of the incinerator. The resolu- White. 

been ·appointed city council president. tion of 9/3 merely throws back the The neglect of the West End play-

responsibility of bringing about the ground by the city is disgraceful. But 

David Soren 
Vice President, 

Long Beach Tenants Coalition 

Editor's note: Mr. wpson is a part 

owner of Monroe Beach Apartments, the 

· forma San Remo, which has been rent 

destabilized under a decision by the state 

Division of Housing. The decision is 

being appealed by the building's remain

ing tenants. 
Along with his fellow c0;uncil members, 

Mr. wpson voted to maintain the current 

system of rent stabilization., prompting 

the landlords to s~e the city. · 

Don't stop now 
To the Editor: 

The September 3 Long Beach City 

Council meeting witnessed a milestone 

watershed. After relentless advocacy, the 

Coalition to Clos~ the Long Beach Incin

erator rallied sufficient pµblic support 

and the backing of State and Federal 

elected officials to prompt the Long 

Beach City Council to refreat from its 

support.of continued operation of the 

incinerator in Long Beach. 
The council passed a resolution sup-

plant's closing to the DEC, the agency we'll muddle through. 

that has failed to effectively do anything 

at all for all its years of governing the _ 

enterprise. After going through a public 

mea culpa, the council cannot now mere

ly pass the responsipility. 
It is incum_\)~nt to the city council to go 

full measure and with the same boldness 

they assumed in their response to vox 

populi. They must seek aggressive 

means to cancel the contract. The coun

cil should not be permitted to retreat 

behind being stalled by "contractual obli

gations" in light .of the salient case 

demonstrated to close the incinerator. 

They will be held to account for the 

final steps of closing the environmental 

blight that has been the incinerator. All 

Long Beach is watching. 

Frank McQuade 
Long Beach 

Claims neglect 
To the Editor: 

The City of Long Beach is very lucky 

to have someone like Laura Brown and 

the crew. 
It's just too bad that the city doesn't let 

Genevieve Demerest 
Long Beach 

T he HERALD'S letters 
columns and Op Ed 
page are meant to pro

vide a community forum for 
debate on topics of local 
interest. They are open to all. 
While we reserve the right to 
edit letters for libel and other 
objectionable material, we 
prin~ virtually all the letters 
we receive. Letters to the 
editor must contain the 
name of the letter writer, a 
current address and daytime 
telephone number. Anony
mous letters will not be pub
lished. However, names may 
be withheld by request pro
vided it is deemed appropri
ate by the editor. Deadline 
for submission: 5 P.M. Mon~ 
day prior to publication. 



-By Kovin E. O'Neill 
Either you protect us or we might just 

evict you. 
That was one message made loud and 

clear tq the Long Beach City Council by 

the fired-up tenants who attended last 
week's meeting. Angered by the all
D'emocratic council's vacancy decontrol 

. proposal, a couple of the tenants threat

ened to vote the council members out of 

office iLthey went ahead with such a 

move. 
"Whenever I vote, I vote Democratic 

because you peo2le are supposed to pro

tect us," said tenant Cy Weber. ''But I 
may vote Republ\can after this." , · . 

The remark elicited a roar of 'approval 
from· many of the nearly 300 tenants 

pa«ked into the City Hall auditorium for 

the Tuesday, April 2, council m~eting. 

Ultimately, the council members voted to 

put their vacancy decontrol resolution on 

hold pending further review. 
The. resolution, if appi:oved, would 

b.ave repealed part of the city's 20-year
old Emergency Tenant Protectjon Act 

(ETPA), a rent regulation law that covers 

apartment buildings containing 60 or 

more units. Under the resolution, current 

tenants would still be protected but any 

apartment that becomes vacant would no 

longer be subject to the rent controls of 

the ETPA. Rents for apartments.covered 

by the ETPA are set by state-run rent 

guidelines boards. 
When the ETPA was originally adapted 

by the council during the: 1970s, city offi

cials proclaimed that there was an apart
ment vacancy rate of less than five per

cent, constituti'ng a housing "emergency." 

But local landlords have petitioned the 

council to either repeal or revise ETPA, 

claiming that the current vacancy rate is 

above five percent. They said the rent 

increases authorized by the guidelines 

boards, a· one-and~a-half or two-and-a

half percent hike depending on the length 

of the lease, do not provide them with 

enough revenue to properly maintain 
their buildings. · 

"There's no way a landlord can make 

f1ny kind of a profit," said Garden City 

------· --~-===---................ 
' 

3j 

attorney Mattin:Shlufman. "The land, . landlords' statistics. Referring to the 

lor~s. qai(t 'maintaiq,,a building oq that city's an?(.ieties about a possible lawsuit 

kind of money." .. . . · · . · by the landlords, Ms. Kayman urged the 

However, tenant advocf!tes are worried coun_cil to "vigorously defend" the ten

that the proposed revisions• of the ETPA, ants' rights. 

which covers J ,500 aparttnents in Long ~•Don't just bend over and let them leg

Beach, will eventually lead to a whole- islate for you," said Ms. Kayman. "Make 

sale repeal of rent controls. With apait- them prove their case." 

men ts becoming rent decontrolled Over the past several years, the land-. 

through v~cancies, they said, certain , _ lords have filed tax certlorari lawsuits 

landlords will 'engage in campaigns of · seeking reductions in their taxes. One of 

"harassment". to J orce ,out tenants in· t):i.e, the stated fears of Long Beach officials is , 8 
remaining rent-stabilized units. that the landlords will sue the city to z 

Michael Rosepgrave, an aide to force a total repeal of rent controls. Try- i 
Assemblyman Ha·rvey ·We.isenberg (D- · · ing:to fighqhe landlords. in court, city · 

Long Beach), said vacancy decontrol counsel Joel Asarch said, would be like .O 

could encourage an "unscrupulous land- playing "Russia11 roulette" with the cur~ ::Ji: 

· 1ord to do anything he can to get tenants rent tenants' homes. • Ri 
out of the apartments. · ·,, · ·. · '-: · , "The landlords are. not stupid and they i 

"People, thJs J,s t~e first step to elimi- .. haye good counsel," J\1:r. Asarch said. g; 
nating rentcontro.l,'.:' ;Mr, Rosengrave said, "T,his resolution keeps, the landlords at . t 

Michael McKee, an organizer for the bay aµd protects every tenant as long as 

New York State T~11arits a.µd; N_!:}ighbors . • th,at'tenant st~ys a.t that apa1tment." i 
C9alition, warned council members that But ·city couhsel members did agree to -. 

~ - T 
vacancy; 9ec9.ntrol .;·.would gIYe.}andlor~s ·. •· tel1)porarily .table. the. decontrol resolu- -~ 

an: "enormo11·s· in~entive" for pressuring' tion,''saying they wanted 'to further study ~ 

tenants to move,, ot1~. i_•I will give ypµ,tl}e · the issue and consider tenant Margaret ~ 

benefit of the doubt and say you are gen- DeBries Poretz's suggestion for including .., 

uinely concerned abtj_4t,protecti1,1g tenants . a pro.vision to punish landlords abusing <» 

but this is-not the way to do it," Mr. vacancy decontrol. 

McKee said. N· · • . .. ·. .. · Meanwhile, the tenants are planning a 
CommunitY, activist Ann Ka)'mU!li1an meeting for Saturday, April 13, to plan 

attorney, recomme,nded that council further protests. Those interested in 

membe1:s do: their own:_s,U(;V.ey· of the attending can call. tenant Julie Schechtei· 

city's vacancy rate rather than accept the at (516) 432-1183. 
,(, 
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Continued from Page 1 

the post. 
"My term as president of the city coun

cil has been a labor of love,'' Mr. Busce
mi stated in his resignation letter to the 
council. "However, as I stated at my 
acceptance to the position, city council 
president should be shared. Only in this 
way can a council p·erson learn and 
grow." . · 

The sudden switchJn)ficlef~hip caught 
the crowd by surpri~i; ca(1sirig several 
people to boo and cry; oul iii pi"otest, 
demanding public iripufonthe issue. But 
Corporation Counsel Joel Asarch pointed 
out that the city code empowers the coun
cil "to change its president at any time." 

"It's not a debatable item," Mr. Asarch 
said. 

In his. letter, Mt ~uscel_!l-i, 68, wrote 
that he plans to tcqntinue to serve as 
your councilJllfln/' Butbelieved that "the 
time has come to. turn the helm over to 

--, one of my esteemed colleagues." He had 
>-":lf.YJ!_c:i as the council's president for more 

or,.,,::-.:_~:,1earn.! __ . 

• ;Jif·:q .. -: _, --1" 

"The time has cometo tuf n the helm over 
to onq of my esteemed ·colleagu~s. " 

~bout the courioil's alleged lack of action 
on issues like· crime, the incinerator and 
the state comJ!troller's recent criticisms 
of the city's finances; \ \ ~. -

Mr. Zapson, a Long Beach High 
School graduate and attorney, has been a 
member of the council since 1989. As 
council President, Mr. Zapson said, his 
roles wiU include "helping to set the 
agenda" for 'Council action and lobbying 
state and federal officials on issues of 

Reached for ct>mment, Mr. Buscemi, a 
member of the council sinceJ988, said 
he had gi"own fired of the post's ''admin
istrative duties" and other demands. 

"The leader always has to be there," 
said Mr. Buscemi, who has also served 
the city ~s a zohing board member and 
police commissjoner. "I love what I do. I 
like being invd,lved, but this was like 
being embroiled; not involved." , 

. With rookie councilman Joel Crystal 
absent, the vote was 4-0 for Mr. Zapson's 

~-;-;-, .. , .. ·.-.... -... 

Ed Buscemi, 
. Long Beach 
City Councilman 

inter~st to. the city. Among the priorities r
he listed was boosting recycling efforts, ~ 
·encouraging downtown economic C> 

appointment as president. Une of those growtJ1, preserving the barrier island's °' 
voting in favor was Council Vice Presi- __ sho.fesand gettf~g the state to assert ~ 
dent Pearl Weill, who had occasionally greater control ov_er the activities of the ::x:: 
substituted as president when Mr. Busce- cit)!'s incinerator. + . ~ 
mi was absent. Her only comment about He said he esp_~cially wants to assist ~ 
the council's choice of Mr. Zapson was, first-term councilmen Tom Kelly and Mr. r 
"This is the council's decision and I abide Crystal in their endeavors, _which include c 
by it." attracting new businesses to the area and • 

At his first meeting as president, Mr. increasing the city's cultural offerings. :r> 
Zapson had a rather rough debut, getting "They have been very aggressive and $. 
bitterly denounced by one resident. One active on a number of issues that benefit ~ 
speaker after another angrily complained the city," Mr. Zapson said. 



,. 

A city cou~cil shaketl 
In surprise move, 
Zapson leapfrogs 
Weill to presidency 
By Kevin O'Neill 

As the new Long Beach City Council 
President, Michael Zapson plans to push 
an agenda aimed at addressing· several 
"outstanding issues," such· as the devel
opment of the so-called "superblock" and 
the future of the incinerator, 

Mr. Zapson was efott~d to the body's 
presidency at the opening of last week's 
council meeting in a move that stunned 
and angered some in attendance. The 36-
year-old councilman was voted into the 
post by his fellow trustees moments after 
the previous council President, Edmund 
Buscemi, announced his resignation from 

Continued on Page 7 

\ 

New council President Michael 
Zapson said he looks forward to 
"setting the agenda" for future 
action by the city trustees. 

After more than two years 
council's lea. der, Ed Buse. em/· 
was time to "share" the to 
with another member. 
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Long Beach Tenants 
Stop Vacancy Decontrol 

_BY SHIRLEY WEBER 

B
ingo! When my neighbor Julian 

- · Sche.chter told ~e late on Monday, 
March 18, that the Long Beach 
City Council was going to consider 

vacancy decontrol the very next day, every
thing connected together immediately. 

We knew our landlord, Samuel Walton; 
was warehousing apartments. At least 20 of 
the 276 units at Executive towers, 854 arid 
860 East Broadway, had been vacant for 
months. People looking for apartments were 

·being. told nothing· was available. Ware
housing was also occurring at Crystal 
House. It all made sense. 

We've had rent stabilization in Long 
Beach since 1974. And although it orily 
applies to buildings with 60 or more apart
ments, we had-eome to take itfor granted. 

counted as vacant and available for rent, 
there was no way the vacancy rate could be 
anywhere near 5 percent. The council vote 
on vacancy decontrol was scheduled for its 

- . · next meeting on April 2. 

FIGHTING CITY HAU 
On March 24, the 854-860 East 

Broadway. Tenants. Association put out a 
flyer in Executive Towers, Kennedy House 
and-Crystal House to alert tenants to this 
situation. The city council answered by 
putting a letter under everyone's: door 
accusing us of spreading misinformation. 
But their letter never mentioned that they 
were planning to pass vacancy decontrol. 
· I was interviewed by Kevin O'Neill of 

u the Long Beach Herald •. He also called 
:· Michael McKee of the statewide Tenants & 

Neighbors Coalition for comment, and 
A few of us went to City Hall_ the next 

,evening. Mr. Walton told the city council 
that the citywide. vacancy rate was above 5 

Tenants react to withdrawal of Vacancy Decontrol resolution_ by Long Beach City Council. 
David Soren, president of San Remo Tenants Association, q.pplauding at right · 

that's how we linked up with Michael. 
With . his encouragement, things really 
staf!:edmlling. We call,ed a hasty meeting 

percent and that the council theref2reJ1a,d. to enq__re~t 
· -:r.eg:ufa.tion- 'lll:l:d:er 'the, te:rn1S· of· tJ;;:e-·Emergency '•Tena.'lt 

Protection Act. 
\Ve knew this 1was nonsense. People want to live in 

this beachfront town, on the south shore of Nassau 
County, and there are always lots of people looking for 

_ apartments. If landlords ct>uld simply warehouse until , 
they reached a vacancy rate of 5 percent, that would 
defeat the very purpose of the ETPA. 

The council announced that it would enact a compro
mise: vacancy decontrol. We were told not to worry, that 
we would be protected. City officials- claimed they had 

-· -
!}() choice, that if they. didn't pass va~cy decontrqLthe 

·landlords woulit-sue a."ld we might'lose an·ren~regul~ _ 
tion if the vacancy rate was above5 percent. We felt that 
this was a behind-the-scenes arrangement between the 
landlords and the local Democratic Party that controls 

·. Long Beach. We knew vacancy decontrol would be the 
first . step in ending all rent controls.. We feared an 
increase m harassment, and we worrie<l that young: 
working people and retirees of modest means could no 
longer afford to move to Long Beach. 

We told the council that we were not afraid of a 
survey, that if the warehoused apartments were not 

Kennedy Square Tenants 
Keep The Lights On 

BY SHARON SHERMAN -

0 
n April 19 the residents of Kennedy Square in 

Syracuse receiv~ a. d~turb~g letter fro_ m_ . their 
owner, Wesley Fmch, mforrning them that they 
were in danger of having their electric power 

_shut off. This letter stated that the Boston-based Finch 
Group owes more than $400,000 to the Niagara
Mohawk Power Corp_ Unlike ordinary customers of 
utility companies, Mr. Finch seemed to believe that 
NiMo should forgive some of the owed nioney. His 
letter to residents stated he wonld keep them informed. 

But the Kennedy Square Tenants Association refused 
to sit by and wait to be told that they were without 
electricity for heat, cqoking, refrigerators, lights and 
elevators:-the 409-unit apartment complex is all
.electric, even for heat in wintertime. The Tenants 
Association, led by president. Lucy Johnson and vie~ 
pr-esident David Prater; decided to act. Prater explained: 
"We, the tenants, don't want to sit in the dark." 

The low- and·. moderate-income tenants -had not· 

forgotten_ that over a period of years Finch had_ let the 
property deteriorate to a pointm 1994 where only a full 
scale inspection and enforcement action by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development pro
duced any action on repairs. While tenants appreciate 
the work by the new local management staff to improve 
conditions and their efforts to.work as partners with the 
tenants, p~yment of the utility bill was · clearly the 
· responsibility of the landlord, as the cost of utilities is 
included in the rent. 

TheTenants Association proceeded to find out what 
could be done to keep their lights on. They learned that 
under New York State law tenants can pay the utility 
company directly if they are faced with a shut-off and 
deduct these payments from the rent. The Association's 
leaders did not know what respo~e they.would get from 

: the other tenants: As is typical in many organizations, 
-att~ndance and participation had diminished since con
ditions had improved. · 

con!iizued on page 8 

. on Sa,tun!ay, March 30 in my apartment:John Kulik of 
the San Remo 'Tenants Association somehow found us. 
Michael.McKee brought us an official list of all the rent

. regu~ated buildings in Long Beach. So we now learnfd 

·E1 Q) > ~ 
~ io 2: ~ 
ti= (I)·-~ 0 
.o O r!II//I ~ z 
C: 0... ~ :::- +-' 

c: 0 a,. ~ .E 
~::, ~ ~ a.. 

= 0 ·-.. ·-m-o c., 
,= 
0 I... o. 0 

.a: 0 .. - , 

0 LL 10 
.a .c. 0 -=-l!) 

- CX) co ..,,,.,_ I 

-; 'CX) 

2 
Q) ...-
:::, O 

..V C 0 
YU Q) ...-

.. > >= <(z 
CILC , = --~ '" .c: I... ~ 0) 0 
- ·- >-w 
=LO 5. 
Z 

O Q) 

LOZ 

Cl 
LU 
I-
Cl) 
LU 
:::, 

'Cl 
LU 
a: 
z 
0 
i= 
c.) 
w 
a: 
a: -
0 
(.), 

Cl) 
Cl) 
w 
a: 
Cl 
C 
< 

continued on page 8 

~-



i 
~ t. 
I!~ 

~~ 
~it 
ij 
it~ 

b 
jij 

I 

t..ji 

('1.f 

I 

8 

Long Beach_, cont'd from page I 

that 25 buildings with about 1,500 apartments are under 
rent regulation in Long Beach, and we had the addresses. 

On Sunday a small army of volunteers leafleted all 
25 buildings, urging tenants to show up at the April 2 
city council meeting. We packed the chamber with more 
than. 200 tenants, who were angry and let the council 
mow it. More than 20 of us testified, with people young 
and old offering strong arguments·· against vacancy 
decontrol. 

Several speakers promised the·council members with 
retaliation at the ballot box. ln a city where 200 votes 
can change the results of an election and where one of 
the five council members was elected by 16 votes last 
time, this made an impacL Jeanne Kippel, a tenant 
leader from Great Neck, spoke with great eloquence, 
and so did Michael McKee, who received a standing 
ovation. (The next day, city officials were attacking 
Michael as. ·a "professional paid lobbyist'' and a "hired 
gun.") The landlords were so sure of victory they didn't 
even speak. . 

We had been told by city officials and reporters that 
vacancy deconti;ol ·was_ a ''done deal," that nothing we 
could say or do, including packing the council ·meeting, 
would stop . the resolution from passing. But lo and 
behol~ instead of voting, the council postponed the 
matter for two weeks. 

We swung into high gear. We had two planning meet
ings, with tenants from more and more buildings getting 
involved. We convened a citywide .tenant meeting at J:!ie 
public libracy on April 13, where 200 people showed up~ · 
Twice more we leafleted all the buildings, urging people 
to call or write the council members and to come to the 
council meeting on April 16. We became more experi
enced in talking to reporters. Newsday was now cover-, 
· ing the story, along with Channel 12. TV News. 

We sent friends and neighpors to sev,e),:al. bu:ildjngs, 
posing as apartmentseekers~Everywhere they wer~ tqld 
that there were no vacancies,.but that something might 
be available ''m a week or two." Apparentiy the land.,. 
lords were waiting for the dty council.vote so they 
could rent their warehouse<i' apartments at market rents. 

THE DONE DEAL COMES UNDONE 
On April 16 more than 300 tenants·crowd~d int-0 City 

Hall, This time.~we had posters arid "Ten<Jllt. Power" 
butt:011s, made on Anne Kayman's button-making 
machine. We were armed with facts about the _true 

- situation concerning apartment availability in. Long 
Beach, with dozens of tenan_ts ready-to testify, as well as 
the people who had posed as prosf>ective renters. 

Posters targeted Councilman Michael Zapson, co-

TENANTS & NEIGHBORS, SPRING 1996 

Shirley Weber savoring victory over Long Beach landlords. 

owner of the San.Remo, who has been trying to remove 
the 62-unit building from rent stabilization coverage.· He 
was dishonest in stating that he had no conflict of 
interest in voting for vacancy decontrol as his building 

/ 

Kennedy Sq~are, cont'd from page I 

However, Jhe ::i;esponse from the tenants has been_ 
overwhelming .. The A.ssociation has_.,also . encountered 
st1co1;1g; backing from. the· Syracuse. poµrmunity. at large, 
elected officials.and the media, including several edito- · 
rials. ,¾id they we;e I1elped by representation,-hy Legal 
Sezyices of Ce11tral New York. . · · · 

Three emergency tenant meetings were· held in two 
weeks and over 100 people attended each tiine out of 
244 occupied apartmenrs:Tel).ants were asked to giv~ 
their rent to the Tenants Association· to pay the utility 
bill and t:gey did:At a May 2 meeting more than I0Oten
ants signed up. More have promised to pay theirre11-ts to 
the Association· as their funds come through. The 
Syracuse Housing Authority and Onondaga County 
Department of Social Services did not forward the usual 
rent checks to the owner for May and those funds will 
also be used to pay NiMo. 
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New York State Tenants & Neighbors Coalition 
. Isn't it time you became a Member? 

E' YES, I want to take a stand for tenants rights a~d affordable housing in New York State. 

My check is enclosed in the amount of: • $500, • $200, D $100, [] $75, • $50, • $35", 
• $25, • $ -other. 

Please make your check payable to: Tenants & Neighbors. and mail to: Tenants & ·Neighbors, 
505 Eighth Avenue, 18th Floor, New York, NY 10018-6505 · 

Please Note: Minimum annual dues for individuals ar.e $20, or $10 for low-income persons~ The first 
$5.00 of your membership dues is for an annual subscription to Tenants & Neighbors. 
Persons who want to subscribe to Tenants & Neighbors without·becoming a member.can 
send a check for $5.00. Individual membership must be in the name of a·person. If you want to 
join as an organization, check the box below. · · 

O Send me an application for organizational membership (arinual dues vary according to your 
organization's budget). -

NAME __ _:_ _ _:_ ______________ ~------,-----:-

ADDRESS .. _-----,---------~--__:_~-'---------,------

CITY ___ -,---------------'---------- ZIP _____ ~ I 
L 

PHONE (HOME) ------

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·I 

(WORK) . · , _;_ .J ----------·---

was no longer subjtct to the ETPA. In fact the case is 
still in court · 

As s.oon as the council meeting convened, it was 
announced that the. vacancy decontrol resolution was 
· being withdrawn "for etei::nity." The room went _wild, 
with tenants cheering and applauding. The landlords and 
their attorneys stormed out, telling reporters they were 
going to sue to overturn all rent regulation. We knew 
. that this reversal was not a gift froro the comicil, but a 
recoguition that their future re-election was in jeopardy. 
It was a remarkable evening. · 

So now what? Mr. Walton has started renting apart
ments, and he is getting quite high rents ev~n under 
ETPA. So far he hasn't sued the city, and if he does, he 
will have fewer ·vacancies, to prove his case. In the 
meantime, he's running a two-page ad -in the Long 
Beach Herald, telling homeowners that they are paying 
higher real estate taJCes because of rent stabilization. 

·· Actually, now that he's renting his empty apartments, 
. Executive Towers will be paying more taxes. . 

· We now have a terrific group ·of tenant leaders from 
several buildings. We're forming a Long_ Beach Tenants 
Coalition, we're mobilizing for Tenant Lobby Day, and 
we're talking about reaching out to tenants in other 
ml!uicipalities in Nassau County with rent regulation. 
Now that we have saved rent stabilization in Long 
Beach, we have to make sure that we don't lose it in the 
state legislature. Watch out, George. Pataki! Here. we 
come! • 

Shirley Weber is a member of the Long Beach Tenants 
Coalition .. 

Lucy Johnson 

At this writing, .negotiations are underway over a 
written agreement between the Tenants Association and 

. Niagara Mohawk to keep the· power on in the coming 
months. Kennedy Square has a state-financed mortgage 
with Section 236 interest subsidies frqm HUD. In addi
tion, the state has given Finch a $1.5 million grant to 
convert from electric to gas_ heat. Despite this public 
investment, neither HUD nor. the state Division of 
Housing· and Comm.unity Renewal · has succeeded in 
stabilizing l}ennedy Square.·. which has a growing 
number of vacant apartments, 165 at last count. If the 
owners of Kennedy Square file for bankruptcy, as is 
widely rumored, taxpayers will be left holding. the bag. 
Finch also owes the City of Syracuse about $430,000 in 
back taxes. 

The tenants would also have preferred that the .owner 
make his own payment agreement with NiMo but were 
unwilling to wait and hope. Kennedy Square tenants 
have shown once again that they are a force to be reek-

. oned with. They had the-ability to act and they acted. If 
they do any waiting itwill not be in the dark. • 

Sharon Slzemzan is executive director pf the Greater 
Syracuse Tenants Network. 
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i By Sid Cassese 
-STAFFWRFI'ER 

, The Long Beach City Co~cil is expected to pull 
, thttplugon rent controls tonig.lit, acco:i-ding-to city 
offici~but will allow the regulatio~ to continue 

•• for ,present tenants and their spouses until they 
vacate their apartments. 

Thousands of tenants in about 1,200 units in six 
- apartment complexes will be protected, but their 

apartments, on becoming vacant, will be thrown 
on the market at whatever rent their landlords 
want to charge. . 

City officials call this "vacancy decontrol," which 
is expected-to be adopted at tonight's meeting. 

"Their [a number of landlords} claim - and it 
has been supported by the courts - is that when
ever there is a vacancy rate of five percent or more, 
by law, rent stabilization would cease to exist," 
said City Manager Edwin Eaton. He said vacancy 
decontrol will protect present tenants. 

Four co=unities on Long Island - Roslyn, 
Manorhaven, Flower Hill and Stewart Manor -
have dropped from the state rent controls, accord
ing to Martin Shlufman, a lawyer for two of the 
major Long Beach landlords who have threatened 
a suit against the city under the t'ive percent law. 

In the City of Glen Cove, where about 320 units -· 
are involved, a C<,)l;!n; ~~ttlement is being negotiated. 

~:; 
~j 



1 
::t: 
~ 
j 

CD,. 

-

04-18-1996 10:27AM FROM HERALD NEWSPAPERS TO 12126954314 P.04 

t'::..~~:~~:.~:-~:r.~:-·~·.·.~;:., ;_·· ;-:_-.;,~·-... --..:/~~---::.:~;~:.--:.~<~-...~..::~~::..;~ ':. -~ · .. ·:;_;-::7 ... ~:/:-.:~:7~~:,~:~.~ : .. ··:...-:~_~r-.~~:.,,;,, .. •:~~ ., 

~ 
(;$"'"\ 

~ 

-c,o 

~,;,• •~ •• s,v,..,._.,_• •• 

I 

fCity ·keepsrren11laW1 

By ke\tin e.·o•Ne!II . · "We thought it_ was ·a done deal." said 

In a move that stunned a:standi~g .room tenant Julie Schechter, who h'elped orga• 

· only crowd, the Long Beach City Council riize an April 13 :meeting at_ the Long 

has· dropped its. plans to m¢ve ahead with Beach Public Library that drew upwards 

a highiy controvcn;ial plan that would of 200 people. "We're glad we've dis-

have removed rent controls from vacant · suaded them." . 

apartment,;. ·. . "I was absoiutely ovei:whclmed." said 

As.scores of'tenants cheered, the c01..-i1- tenant Shidey Weber, expressing her grat

cil voted Tuesday JJ.ight to permanently ittide to the other residents who joined in 

table ''for eternity;"' in City Manager Ed. the protests. "If you believe somebody is 

Eaton's w~rds, its proposed «vacancy doing something that isn't right. you have 

decontrol" resolution. The resolution to open your mouth and defend your posi

would have exempted currently and future tion." 

vacant apartments from the rent regula- The landlords have threatened to sue 

tions established in the two-decade-old . the city. to overium the ETPA, asserting 
Emergency Tenant Protection Act that the vacancy rate "is above five per

(ETPA), which covers apartment build- cent. They have complained that the rent 

ings that contain 60 or more units. increases allowed by the state's rent 

The exemption had been requested by guidelines boards do not enable ·a land

the. city's landlords. who maintained that lord to make enough money to properly 

the city's vacancy rate had gone above rnaintaiD a building. _ 

five percent: When the city first adapted While noting that the city will "~ba

the El'PA in the mid-1970s,-officinls cited bly get a lawsuit," Councilwoman Pe3.1'.l 

a vacancy rate of less than fiye percent- WeiU spoke of how impressed she was by 
that constitu_ted an. . the bombardment of 

-1'emer.gency'' hous- .· . . - . •.· · · . faxes, phone-· calls _, .,, 

::d~~~1~l~n!;! ''I was }ibsiJl~tely . 'an?~~~~- h'ad m:e . . 
had.~p;v.n-up,at. this . _: ,._·· · . _ . · · feeling sorry for you 

weyk'~ and a previ- . overwhelmed ,, .,_ and coricemed," she. 

ous meeting protest- • said: .. 

ing-.. the. de?ontrol : ·· Shirley Weber, . . .r. : · Co~ncii mer:i-

plan, say-mg It would t~nani . ber:,rc_9TT1,f!lain~d 11: __ . 
give .,\af_dlor~s a :·. . · · : .. th~lr' ~-~w~dcf~_:17ct · 

financial mcentive to · . . . . ' . vacancy dec:01,1trol · 

"harass" tenants in an attempt to drive' rcs·o1'Jtioi1 that Long &.l~h has ·"e~peri-. 

~em out. . . · enccd 1mmerous ta" certi6ta,tj.,Rro~eeq.:: , 
"What is certain here i_s that the people ings from owners of rent reguf~~·pµiJd-i · 

who re.side in these apartments do riot . ings, resulting over the past several\ieits '" 

want to-~ this go through," city Coun-: in several mUlion doll~. in _refund::; _fill<( 

n
g: 
:1 

l_ 
<C. 

dlman Mich"ael Zapson sai<i. . . . · · reduction of assessments; which iliipact 
Assisted by tenants rights organizers . :upon the taxpayers of.Long. Beach.''. . 

from the Manhattan-based Tenants &. ''I thought they were ,going to pass it for -~-. 

~cighbors Coaliti~n,. residents of the the landlords and I '"'.as very scan:d," said/ 

city's apartment buildings had recently. , t_enant Barbara Ste1~cl. assert1qa~d 

formed the Loi:'tg Beach TerianL'> Coalition: . high commercial' aria residential -rents are 

to fight the plan. Scores· of them showed · driving people·outof ~:B,each. "There 

up at thi~ week's meeting_sporting orange has got to be~ ~p-6f:all kinds on these 

. '_'Tenant Power" and placaids demanding. rents." 
· that city officials stand 'fitm again~t the One surprise of the evening was coun-

Jandlords.- . cilman Zapson, a landlord himself, whom_ · 

''I thought they would back down," said tenants had asked to recu.:o;e hims~lffroni 
. Tenants & Ncighl'lors organizer Mkhael the issue _because of_a-~bli.oontifot of 

. McKee, citing the potential political con- jnte~st. But aVI'uesday-night's meeting 

sequences if the council alienated the ten- Zaoson moti•ned• for the removal of the 

. ant$. "When two or three hundred people itein from. 'the ·counciPs agenda 

show up at a meeting this angry and "We're here to represent the pe<:>ple," 

vocal, they are going to pay attention." said Mr. Zapson, regarding his vote. «1 

But other. tenant leaders said they were don't know what the landlords arc going 

··genuinely surprised by the outc;oim, say- to do. If they do go to court over this, 

ing they came to the meeting fee.ling that we're gouig to make this as long aod dif

tpe council was determined to move ficult-as .we ~ for them. We're going to 

. ahead.with the plan. be very diligent on thk" 
~-·· 
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The Long Beach Democratlc Committee recently held i_ts Annual Olnner Dance honoring 
Democrats '95 -- our newly•elected CouncU members and County Legis)ators. Pictured with 
Democratic Leader Eugene Cammarato (c-enter) are. from left, Counctl members Thomas Kelly and 
Pearl WeUl: County Legislator Bruce Nyman; and Council member Joel C1ystal 

Tenants Win As. City 
Council ·votes To Retain 
Rent Stabilization/Pg. 11 · 
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Mld'dle School Sixth Grade • • • • • J ~ ' N . . .·. . • . 

tr earns· '"fake First Place. In 
''Odyssey·or the:Mind"· 

Last Marc:,'.p, the 6th 

grade (earn. from Long 

Be~ch Middle .School 

took first place ln their 

dtvlslOJ;l. "Amazin' 
Crutsin," . iri the Oczys~ 

sey of the Mind · Long . 

Island RegtonaJ Tour

nament held al Hofstra 
University. The. team 
now goes on to thestate

~ide competition· he1d w .. 
~l Btng-hampton, New 
w 
~fork. Members of the 
w 
::s:!am are: Jenevtve 
)- . 

o:lykolak; Dianna Block. 
::E 

~lade~laine Susser, 
(f) 

a:Uchae1 Clancy. Jamie 
m 
SlalekotT, Daniel Fischer 
c\Jnd GiJlian Candelaria, 
lD 
(J) 

OJ 
,rl 

. ~ \ 

Tenant AssQciations Celebrate As 
· (]tty Council Retains Rent Control · 

by Anthony c. Gruskin revenues from ht,gher rents, could 
· . . · · , . · : . incre~d property taxation be very 

They came· tooking for a long, hard . far behJnd? . . 
battlebut]eftfeeltngvictortous, their The Council explatned, ''.that it be
votces.havtngbeen ~e~d. Astandtng lleves lt is in the City's best interest to room 'crowd numbering 1n the bun- keep stability forthose resi~entscur
dreds. fu.ciuded members of tenant rently reSldlng in mulUple dwelling 
groups. families, and senior cit17.ens buUdings and to hav,e the owners 
on fixed tncomes. They rejoiced. as provtdesufflctentmaJntenancetothe 
one when the City Council voted buildings bi whi<!h they testde and is 

. unanJmousty 'to table for eternity' vehemently opposed to landlords 
the proposal to abolish rent control. using l>arasstng taclk:s to gain _va
, President F.dn1undA. Buscemi. Vtce cant apartments and will use such 
Prestdent. Pearl Weill and CouncU- resources as the Clty orSta .. te have to 
men Joel Crystal, TI1omas M. Kelly stop such pr<lctlces if they are found 
and Michael G. zapson agreed to to extst." 
retain rent stablll7.aUon for the future In other business, the Cttyapproved 
fot11eJoyouscheersoftl1ose lnatten- the Issuance of $3.250.000 in serial. 
dance at Tut!Sday's meetJng. others bonds for the reconstruction of bulk~ 
felt that·thls oonfltct could flare up beads and a bond ordinance autbo
agaln, Should apartment landlords . rlzmg tl1e issuanc.e of $200,000 In 
dectde to take the City to court and serial bonds to pay the cost for the 
ftght this decistott A few homeowners acqutsltfon of real property and build~ 

. voiced their concerns that If Ute City tngsJocated at I 00 West Pine Street. 
now could not expect fricreased tax 
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on lr Long Island. 
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Long Island 
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9:00am to 12:00 noon-at the Labonuory Convenience Centu I 
309 We_s!,Park Avenue, Long Beach, NY I 
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