
48. At the time of this intrusion, plaintiff and her two (2) 

houseguests were sleeping peacefully. No crime or offense had 

been committed or was subsequently committed within the apartment 

in the presence of the officers. 

49. Plaintiff and her houseguests were arrested and removed 

in handcuffs from the upartment. 

50. The aforementioned defendants, ie, Daly, Rose, Donnelly, 

Murray, Tanchak and other unknown law enforcement officers at 

Albuny City Police Department Headquarters, did agree to prepare 

an invalid search warrant for plaintiff's apartment, and did 

agree and conspire to gain illegal entry to said apartment under 

color of State law, and all agreed and conspired to search and 

seize the inhabitants of said apartment so that plaintiff and her 

guests would be detained and thereby prevented from peacefully 

protesting the Springbok rugby game, 

S51. The conduct of the defendants, acting individually, 

and together, and in conspiracy with each other deprived plaintiff 

of the right to be secure in her person and effects against un- 

reasunable searches and seizures under the Fourth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution, and deprived her 

tte enamel 

of liberty without duc process of law under the Fourth, Fifth and 

Fourteenth Amendmonts of the United States Constitution and further 

deprived plaintiff of equal protection of the law under the Four- 

teenth Amendment of the United States Constitution. 
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF MICULLSON | 

52. Paragraphs | to $1 are hereby incorporated into this 

Second Cause of Action, as if fully set forth herein. 

53. Various items of personal property were seized in Plain- 

tiff's apartment. 

54, The mandatory search inventory prepared and signed by 

Defendant Tanchak states: 

"Tl swear that the following is a true and de- 

tailed inventory of all property taken by me 

on the Search Warrant filed herewith: 

- Eight firecrackers 

- Five plastic containers, each containing 

a quantity of marijuana 

- One box of Reminyton 38 Special containing 

35 live rounds of 38 special ammo 

- One speed leader contuining five live 38 

Special +P hollow points 

~ One leather purse with shotgun shell holders 

attached. 

55. None of the "smoke bombs, sticks, knives, rifles, shot- 

guns, handguns" and other "weapons" allegedly in Plaintiff's 

apartment were found there. 

56. In addition to the items listed above as having allegedly 

been found in the apartment, defendants confiscated and pitegaily 

seized the items listed on Schedule 1 attached hereto as F hibit 

B, which includes Plaintiff's personal papers. other property, 

and pipers and documents belonging to the Coalition. None of 

these items were mentioned in the search warrant and none are 

eriminal contraband, 



57. All of the items in Schedule 1, except keys to Plaintiff's 

apartment, telephone bills, personal telephone books and news~ 

clippings,were returned to Plaintiff on October 1, 1981. 

58, The balance of the items have been demanded, but have 

not been returned, 

59. The confiscation and scrutiny of Plaintiff's personal 

papers and the permanent deprivation of some of her personal 

property violate her right of privacy and association, and her 

right to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures in 

violation of the First, Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments 

to the United States Constitution. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 

OF PLAINTIFF MICHELSON 

60. Paragraphs 1 to 59 are hereby incorporated into this 

Third Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein. 

61. Pursuant to the unlawful search of Plaintiff's apart- 

ment, she was arrestcu by Defendants and charged with two (2) 

criminal violation charges, 1.e€., possession of marijuana and 

possession uf firecrackers. 

62. Plaintiff was removed from her apartment in handcuffs, 

she was booked, photoyraphed, fingerprinted, given gun powder 

tests, handculfed to a table, and interrogate.) about her poli- 

tical activities and the plans for the demonstration. Plaintiff 

was not read her Miranda rights. 

63. Plaintiff wus held in custody at the Albany City Police 

Division Il leck-up, denied access to an attorney, not permitted 

to make a phone call, and arraigned the next morning before 



Judge Thomas W. Keegan in Albany Police Court. 

64. Upon the morning of plaintiff's arraignment at Albany 

City Police Court, on information and belief, a discussion was 

had between Judge Keegan, and certain of the defendants out of 

the presence of plaintiff or her counsel, at which time it was 

agreed not to fix. bail for plaintiff. 

65. Plaintiff wa. arraigned before Judge Keegan on Septem- 

ber 22, i981 on charges ot possession of fireworks in violation 

of New York State Penal Luw 270.00(2) (b) (i). and possession of 

marijuana in violation of New York State Penal Law 221.05, both 

charges being classified as violations under the laws of New 

York State. 

66. At the arraignment, defendant Albany County Assistant 

District Attorney John Dorfman requested that bail not be set for 

seventy two (72) hours and such request was granted by Judge 

Keeyan. Under New York State Criminal Procedure Law 170.10(7) 

and 530.20(1), plaintiff was entitled to immediate bail as a 

matter of right. 

67. Judge Keegan remanded plaintiff to the Alb ony County 

Jail where she was confined in a cell continually for approximately 

the firs: thirty-six (36) hours of her imprisonment. 

64. Plaintiff was held at the jail until September 24, 1982, 

when she was released on her own r1ecognisance pursuant to a writ 

of habeas corpus despite the recommendation of defendant Assistant 

District Attorney Joseph bunnelly that a high baal be set for 

these petty otfenses. 
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69. On December 8, 1981, the charges were dismissed. 

70. The arrest and confinement of Plaintiff prevented her 

from continuing to organize the September 22nd demonstration and 

prevented her from participating in and leading the September 22 

march and demonstration as well as preventing plaintiff from 

Planniny another Springbok protest scheduled for September 26, 

1981. 

71. ‘The detcndants individually, together, and in conspiracy 

with each other and Judge Keegan deprived plaintiff of her right 

to counsel in violation of the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments 

of the United States Constitution, her right to reasonable bail 

as guaranteed by the Eighth Amendment to said Constitution, her 

right not to be deprived of her liberty without due process of 

law guaranteed by the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments of said 

Constitution, her riqht to freedom of speech and association 

protected under the First and Fourteenth Amendments to said Con- 

stitution, and her right to equal protection of the laws guaran~ 

teed by the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF MLCHELSON 

72. Parayraphs 1 to 71 are hereby incorporated into this 

Fourth Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein, 

Td The participation in she in the aforementioned case dedeag t and 
yloeinrarererenctersnsinennennnnsthetenhin inner 

illegal activit ranking Albany City officials, such as 

Deputy Chief Jon Reid, Police Chief Thomas Burke, Lieutenant 
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William Murray, and Judge Thomas W. Keegan, and unknown others 

demonstrates the existence of a policy of the City of Albany 

duriny September 198] that certain political activists were to 

be removed from the streets at all costs prior to the Springbok 

game and plaintiff was either considered such a political acti- 

vist, or fell victim to such a policy. 

74. The participation in the aforementioned conspiracy 

and illegal activity by high ranking Albany County officials 

such as District Attorney Sol Greenberg, Assistant District Attor- 

ney Joseph Donnelly, Assistant District Attorney John Dorfman, 

and unknown others demonstrates the existence of a policy of 

the County of Albany during September 1981 that certain political 

activists were to be removed from the streets of Albany at all 

costs prior to the Springbok game and plaintiff was either con- 

sidured such a political activist, or fell victim to such a 

policy. 

75. The City of Albany and the County of Albany shared in 

the policy to remove certain political activists from the Albany 

streets prior to the Springbok game and conspired to enforce 

said policy, and New York State law enforcement officers par- 

ticipated in carrying out said policy and by so doing joined in 

the conspiracy and .ach and every defendant is liable for the 

acts and ommissions of each and every other defendant. 

76. Defendants Rose and Daly also participated in carrying 

out said policy and by so doing joined in the conspiracy and each 



and every defeniant is liable for the acts and omissions of each 

and every other detendant. 

77. Pursuant to said policy of the City and County of Albany 

the uforementioned constitutional rights of plaintiff were 

violuted. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

OF PLAINTIFF MICHELSON 

78. Paragraphs 1 to 77 are hereby incorporated into this 

Fifth Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein. 

19. The defendants, City of Albany, County of Albany, Sol 

Greenberg, Thomas Burke, Paul Daly, and James J. Rose were in 

official positions to prevent the acts and things complained of 

herein and by reasonable diligence could have prevented said 

acts and things, and they were grossly negligent in failing to 

prevent said acts and things. 

80. The City of Albany, County of Albany, Sol Greenberg, 

Paul Daly and Thomas Burke were each grossly negligent in not 

providing more adequate supervision for its employees, agents 

and officers during September 1981 when the Springbok 

team was to play in Albany and more adequate supervision could 

have prevented the acts and things complained of herein. 

81. By failing to exercise reasonable diligence, and by 

being yrossly negligent in not properly supervising their sub- 

ordinates said defendants are responsible for the violation of 

the aforementioned constitutional rights of plaintiff. 

poston 



SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF MICHELSON 

82. Paragraphs 1 to 81 are hereby incorporated into this 

Sixth Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein. 

83. The number and quality of illegal acts and omnissions 

heretofore complained of constitutes illegality so egregious as 

to demonstrate malice, or deliberate disregard of, and gross in- 

difference to the constitutional rights of the plaintiff as re- 

ferred to herein on the purt of each and every defendant and each 

and every defendant knew or should have known that the acts 

hereinabove complained of were carried out with malice or reck- 

less disregard of plaintiff's rights. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

BY PLAINTIFF MICHELSON 

84. Paragraphs 1 to &3 are hereby incorporated into this 

Seventh Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein. 

85. On Decemit. c 8, 1981, the violation charges against 

Plaintiff were dismissed. 

86. Plaintiff's arrest, detention and criminal prosecution 

were done in malice and without probable cause in order to pre- 

vent her from participating in the demonstration, and were done 

without cause to bh lieve the prosecution would succeed. 

87. Defemiuuts individually and in concert with each other 

committed the tort of malicious prosecution under the common law 

of the State of New York. 



EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF MICHELSON 

8%. Paragraphs 1 to 87 are hereby incorporated into this 

Eighth Cause of Action, as if fully set forth herein. 

89. By coufiscating Plaintiff's personal papers and docu~ 

ments relating to the Coalition and planned demonstration pur 

gsuant to the search warrant issued by Judge Keegan without cause 

to beiieve they were rel..ted to any criminal enterprise, defen- 

dants, individually and in concert with each other, committed 

the commen law tort of abuse of process. 

————————— rt 

NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF MICHELSON 

90. Parayraphs 1 to 89 are hereby incorporated into this 

Ninth Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein. 

91. Plaintiff was unlawfully arrested and detained against 

her will by Defendants. 

92. Defendants, individually and in concert with each other, 

imprisonment. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF COALITION 

93. Paragraphs f to Ge are hereby incorporated into this 

Firat Cauee uf Aeticn ef plaintiff Coalition as if fully set forth 

here in. 

94. The Coalition was first organized in July of 1981 for 

the specific purpose of vppusing by lawful meuns the South Africa 

Springbok's planned exhibition game in Albany and by organizing 

a broad and diverse lawful protest of the September 22, 1981 



ruyby game to be played in Albany's municipal stadium. 

95. The Coalition's purposes and actions are and were 

grounded in political and moral abhorence for the institution 

of apartheid and were in accordance with the United Nations 

approved international boycott of South African sporting and 

other events. 

96. At the time of the planned demonstration, the Coalition 

had affiliated with it, approximately forty (40) civil rights, 

civic, student, labor, community and neighborhood organizations. 

97, The Coalition was one of nearly two hundred (200) organ~ 

izations that were members of the national Stop Apartheid Rugby 

Team (S.A.R.T.) coalition. 

98. The Coalition arranged for the proper permission of 

City, and State authorities for the September 22, 1981 demonstra-~ 

tion. 

99, On the days immediately preceding the demonstration, 

Coalition leaders met with and fully cooperated with defendant 

city, county and state law enforcement officers and other local 

officers. 

100. Prior to September 22nd, the Coalition was in the pro- 

cess of oryanizing a massive aemonstration which had attracted 

national attention, since Albany was slated to be the only 

American municipality that was permitting the South African team 

to use a public facility, or play 4 public game. 

101. Voneerned by the size of the planned demonstration and 

the unprecedented political clout of the Coalition, defendants 
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devised a strategy to discourage participators in the anti-~ 

apartheid rally. This strategy succeeded in reducing the size 

and effectiveness of the protest rally. 

102. Defendants deliberately and with gross disregard 

for the truth, fabricated and/or distributed to public officiais, 

the press, the Coalition, and the public at large, untrue infor= 

mation that the demonstration planned by the Coalition would be 

violent and againet the law. 

103. On information and belief, defendants Daly, Rose, Burke, 

Reid, and Murray and others disseminated information that there 

would be a confrontation between the Communist Worker Party 

and the Connecticut Klu Klux Klan. 

104. Such plans were denied by both the Klu Klux Klan and 

the Communist Workers Party and no such clash took place. 

105. Defendants, or other unknown members of their respect~ 

ive police agencies, advised owners of conmercial establishments 

in the vicinity of the planned demonstration that violence was 

expected and they should close on September 22, 1981. 

106. On information and belief, defendants Daly and Rose 

and other unknown defendants and others provided information to 

State Superintendent of Police John Connellie and New York State 

Governor Hugh Cary, which caused them to conclud: that there was 

a danger of imminent riot. 

107. As discussed Supra, defendants also acted to discourage 

participation in the demonstration by arresting and keeping in 

jail, plaintiff Michelson, and hur houseguests, sO as to give 



the impression that the rally organizers were criminals and propo~ 

nents of violence. 

108. In addition, on information and belief, the Coalition 

and its members were harassed, followed, subject to surveillance, 

and records and files made of their lawful first amendment activi- 

ties by the defendants or other unknown members of defendants‘ 

police agencies. 

109. The defendants acted individually, together and in con~ 

spiracy with each other in the above activities. 

110. By these acts, .lefendants intimidated people, interferred 

with the demonstration planned by the Coalition, and damaged the 

reputation of the Coalition and its members as peaceful, law-~ 

abiding citizens, thus depriving the Coalition and its members of 

equal protection of the law, equal priviledges, and immunities 

under the law and the right to freedom of speech and freedom of 

association under the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the 

United States Constitution. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
OF PLAINTIFF COALITION 

11]. Paragraphs 1 to 110 are hereby incorporated into this 

Second Cause of Action as if fully set forth herein. 

112. ‘The unlawful serzure of Coalition documents and the 

scrutiny thereof by the defendants of a Coalition telephone list 

and other documents on September 22, 1981 from the apartment of 

plaintiff Michelson further interferred with the jawful exercise 
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of First Amendment Riyhts by the Coalition and its member and 

invaded the privacy of Coalition members. 

113. This activity of the defendants has deprived the Coali- 

tion and its members of their rights to freedom of association, 

and privacy under the First, Fourth and Fourteenth Amendment 

to the United Stutes Constitution. 

DAMAGES 

114. As a result of the violation of Plaintiff Michelson's 

constitutional and common law rights, she was incarcerated in 

jail and deprived of liberty for three (3) days, deprived of 

personal papers and effects, suffered mental and emotional dis- 

tress, anxiety, stigmatization, damage to reputation as a peace~ 

able person, invasion of privacy, interference with right to 

speak, assemble and associate freely, fright, embarrassment, 

legal expenses, and other actual and exemplary damages. 

115. As a result of the violation of Plaintiff Coalition's 

constitutional rights, the Coalition and its members suffered 

interference with their right to speak, assemble, and associate 

freely, damije to reputation, invasion of privacy, seizure of 

Coalition documents, legal expenses, ana other actual and exem- 

plary damayes. 

WHEREFORE, Plasatiff Michelson requests compensatory damages 

against defendants individually and jointly in the sum of One 

Million ($1,000,000.00) Dollars, and exemplary punitive damages 



. in the sum of Two Million ($2,000,000.00) Dollars, together with 

reasonable costs and expenses and attorney fees; and 

Plaintiff Coalition requests compensatory damages against 

defendants individually and jointly in the sum of One Million 

($1,000,000.00) Dollars and exemplury punitive damages against 

the defendants individually and jointly in the sum of Two Million 

($2,000,000.00) Dollars together with reasonable costs and ex- 

penses and attorney fees, and 

Plaintiff Coalition requests a permanent injunction enjoin- 

ing the defendants their agents, officers and employees to cease 

and desist from unlawful surveillance of the first amendment 

activities of the Coalition and its members. 

Plaintiff Coalition seeks a permanent injunction enjoining 

| defendants, their agents, officers and employees from engaging 

in any activity, conspiracy or plan which interferes with the 

lawful activities of the Coalition, or discourages or prevents 

any member of the Coalition from participating in any lawful 

activity of the Coalition; and 

Plaintiffs ask for such other and further relief as the 

Court deems just and proper. 

DATED: December 14, 1982 

Albany, New York 

ANITA THAYER 7 

ANITA THAYER 

LANNY E. WALTER 

WALTER & THAYER 

69 Columbia Street 

Albany, New York 12207 

(518) 462-6753 



| UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

ee 
eel 

|| VERA MICHELSON and CAPITAL 

|| DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID 

AND RACISM, by its Chairman 

MICHAEL DOLLARD, 
1 

| 

Plaintiffs, 

against 

| PAUL DALY, AGENT IN CHARGE, 
(Honorable Roger J. Min 

| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 

| ET AL, 

\ Defendants 

Plaintiffs, for their Amended Complaint, hereby allege: 

1. This Amended Complaint is filed and served with per 

mission of the Court pursuant to an Order dated July 11, 1983. 

2. The purpose of this Amended Complaint is to set 

forth a claim pursuant to 42 U.S.C. $1986 and a claim for injunc- 

tive relief. 

3. ¢ ALS allegations in the Complaint are incorporated 

4. The conspiracy of the defendarits is ongoing beyond 

the events of September 21 and 22, 1981. 7 haw 

5, The criminal prosecution of plaintiff Michelson 

was continued until December 8, 1981 when all charges were dis- 

missed. 

6. Defendants sought to consolidate plaintiff 

Michelson's hearing to suppreas the evidence seized in the 

illegal search of her apartment with suppression hearings scheduled 

in County Court for felony charges pending against John Spearman 



and Michael Young. 

# 

4, The Appellate Division: Third Judicial Department 

| prohibited this consolidation on the ground that County Court 

| lacked jurisdiction to entertain the violation charges pending 

; against plaintiff Michelson. 

8. On information and belief, the. decision by 

defendants to seek the consolidation of these criminal proceedings 

| was part of a continuing effort to brand plaints ft Michelson as 

' a criminal and to depict the Coalition as favoring unlawful and 

violent means. 

\ 9, Once the consolidation of the cases failed, the 

| charges against plaintiff Michelson were dismissed rather than 

| affording her the opportunity to challenge the legality of her 

\ arrest and the search of her apartment » and to establish her 

innocence. 
10. Furthermore, on information and belief, the lists 0 

names and telephone numbers set forth in Exhibit B attached to 

the Complaint which were seized in that search were copied and 

remain in the possession of the defendants. 

iz. Plaintiff Michelson's telephone bills, and per- 

ee sonal telephone books have still not been returned by defendants 

‘and remain in their custody. 

12. Defendants continue to encroach upon plaintiff 
| 

\ 
i 

i Michelson's personal and associational privacy and continue to 

i interfere with the associational privacy and freedom of the 

' Coalition. 

i! 13. Friends and associates of plaintiff Michelson 

nN ' continue to shun her and her apartment as 4 direct result of 

defendants’ conduct. 



t 

14. Coalition nenbers remain apprehensive about the consequences 

they may suffer as a result of defendants’ continued custody of 

membership lists. 

15. The Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism 

has continued to exist and has organized protests against the 

Ku Klux Klan, against American entertainers who have performed 

' in South Africa,and against stores that sell South African goods. 

i 16. The aura of violence which defendants have wrong- 

| fully attributed to the Coalition and the unwarranted police 

interference which has occurred discourages people from partici~ 

, ufploue— 

pating in these and other Coalition activities. gl 

17. Fear of government retribution exists among Coali- 

{ 

tion members and they continue to be chilled into not fully and 

|| freely exercising their First Amendment rights. 

| WHEREFORE, plaintiffs request the injunctive relief 

| asked .. for in their Complaint. 

' DATED: August 1, 1983. 

WALTZR & THAYER 

69 Lolumbia Street 

Albany, New York 12207 

(518) 462-6753 



; VERA MICHELSON and CAPITAL DISTRICT COALITION ET AL 

+ against 
PAUL DALY ET AL 

STATE OF NEW YORK: 
: $8.3 

AFFIDAVIT OF 

COUNTY OF_ ALBANY 3 
SERVICE BY MAIL 

, being duly sworn, deposes 

ee BROT BANS BN rn 

and says: 

1) That I am over the age of 18 years. 

2) That on the lst day of Auguat. » 19.83. 

I served the following attorney(s) (name and address) 

Please see attached list 

a true copy of the annexed (specify paper) 

AMENDED COMPLAINT 

by depositing 4 true and correct copy of the same properly enclosed 

in a post-paid wrapper in the Official Depository maintained and 

exclusively controlled by the United States at (location of mail 

respectively mentioned above, that being the addresses (es) within 

the state designated for that purpose upon the last papers served 

in this action or the place where the above then resided or kept 

offices, according to the best information which can be convenient- 

ly obtained. 

Sworn to before me this 

ist day of August + 49.83. 

Notary Public 



LIST OF PEOPLE SERVED BY MAIL 

William A. Fanciullo, Esq., Assistant U. S. Attorney 

United States Attorney for the Northern District of 

New York 

United States Courthouse and Post Office Building 

Broadway, 

Albany, New York 12207 

John L. Shea, Esq. 

Assistant Corporation Counsel 

City of Albany 

100 State Street 

Albany, New York 12207 

Carter Conboy Bardwell Case & Blackmore 

74 Chapel Street 

Albany, New York 12207 

Robert Abrams, Attorney General 

Capitol Building 

Albany, New York 

Oliver & Oliver 

31 Barclay Street 

Albany, New York 12209 
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In the Matter of the Claim of ) 

> 
) 

cai VERA MICHELSON, ) 
) " 

* 
Claimant, ) “ 

i 
) : 

r ~against- 
) ; 

r ) u 
THE CITY OF ALBANY. ) q 

) : 

) 

a
e
 

Deposition of Vera Michelson, held pursuant to 

Section 509-h of the Ceneral Municipal Law of the State 

of New York and Notice dated December 21, 1981 in the 

4 office of the Corporation Counsel, City of Albany, 109 

" State Street, Albany, New York, 12207, commencing at 2:00 p.m. 

; on Tuesday, March 9, 1982 before Mary Connair, Stenotype 

Reporter-Notary Public. 4 

APPPARANCES : WALTER & THAYER, ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

AT LAW, 69 Columbia Street, Albany, New York, 

12297, by LANNY E. WALTER and ANITA THAYER, — 

ESOS, OF COUNSEL, appearing in behalf of the 

» 

& ; 
i Claimant. 

VINCENT 7. MCARDLE, JR., CORPORATION COUNSEL, 

CITY OF ALBANY, 100 State Street, Albany, 

New York, 12207, by JOHN L. SHEA, ASSISTANT 

CORPORATION COUNSEL, appearing in behalf of 

The City of Albany. 



TT PULATIOR 8 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed by and between the 

attorneys for the respective parties hereto that the signing 

and filino of the Referee's Oath be waived; that the filing 

of the transcript of testimony in the County Clerk's office 

be waived upon condition; that the examining party will 

furnish the party examined a copy of the transcript of 

testimony free of charge: that all objections to questions, 

except as to the form thereof, be reserved until the time 

of trial; and that the transeript of testimony may be signed | 

before any Notarv Public or other officer authorized to 

administer oaths. 
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MR. SHEA: The usual ‘ 

atipulations, original and one, 

VERA MICHELSON, 

‘ 
called as a witness, after first having been duly 

sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY MR. SHEA: 

state your full name and address 

i 
ay 

Q Co
ul
d 

you
 

pl
ea
se
 f 

for the record, please? 

490 Central Avenue, 

A Vera Paula Michelson, 

Apartment 7-K. 

0 Is that in Albany? 

mea
ns 

Rg
en
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A, In Albany, ves. 

What do you do for a Living, Mrs. Michelson? 

the Office of Mental Retardation. 

A. I work for 

Ie that the State of New York? 

A. Yes. 

oO Okay. Is it Me., Miss, Mrs.? 

A, Misa. 

ce Miss. Okay. Miss Michelson, my name is John Shea, 

and I'm an assistant corporation counse 

o be asking you 4 series of 

1 for the City 

of Albany. I'm going t 

questions having to do with a claim that you have made + 

Li 
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against the city of Albany. If you don't understand 

the auestion for whatever reagon, just tell me and 

o
p
m
e
n
t
 

t'll rephrase it for you, okay? 

A (Nodding.) 

Miss Michelson, where did you xeside on the 22nd day 

of September, 1981? 
j 

A. 400 Central Avenue, 7-K. 

m that has 

Okay. Are you the same Vera Michelso 

an arrest that occurred 

City of Albany as 4 result of 

on or about September 22, 1981? 

A. Yes. 

did this incident occur? 
: 

Approximately what time 

A. Right. 

Okay. Were vou awake at the time when the incident 

occurred? 

A. No, I was sleeping. 

be awakend 

Okay. Could you tell me what caused you to 

that morning? 

Incredibly loud noise, men's voices, shouting. 
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Q 

A From the front of the apartment. 

Okay. Could you describe your apartment for me as 

you would enter the main door, what would be the 

front door to your apartment? 

A There's a short hallway, and to the left of the 

hallway is the kitchen area, which is a small kitchen 

area; it's not big enough for a table; and then, a3 

you go further is the dining room area to the left, 

and the living room area is to the right; and in order 

to det to the bedroom, you go through the living 

room area, and then there's another short hallway, 

and then you take a left, is the bedroom, on the 

right is the bathroom. 

Okay. Now, on the morning of September 22, 1981, when 

this incident arose, where were you originally? 

A In the bedroom. 

Okav. This is a one~bedroom apartment? 

A. Right. 

Okav. And what happened once you heard the noise that 

you previously described to me? 

A Wel), the next thing that happened is that a 

man shouted, "Is there anyone in the bedroom?" 

You're still in the bedroom at this point? 
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A Right. 

Okay. Po you know what room the noise is coming from? 

A From the front area. 

Okay. Did there come a time when you left the bedroom? 

A. Yes. 

What happened once you did? 
<) 

A Well, the man said, "Come out on your hands and 

knees," and I did. 

Okay. No one came in to get you; you came out on your i 

own. 

A. Uh-huh. 

Okay. What happened once you came out of your room? 

A There were ~ ~- I sav a lot of men in plain clothes ; | 

and suits and what not, and a lot of weapons; and 

there was a shotgun pointing at my head. It was about 

a foot and a half away from my head. 

Where would you be at this point? Would you be in 

the hallway? 

A In the short hallway area leading to the bedroom 

and the bathroom on either side, 

Okay. Now, who had the possession of this shotgun that | 

you just told me about? 

A. I don't know who it was. 
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Someone was holding it though? 
| 

A Right. 
Ip 

Was it someone who was with you in the apartment? 

A No, it's no one T knew. 

Okay. Were you the only one staying in the apartment - ; 

that evening? 

A No. 

Who else was staying there? 

A. Mike Young and Aaron Estis. 

sn
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SE 
Where were thev when the incident first arose? 

A They were in ~ - Where were they when the police 

came in? 

Right. 

A. whey were sleeping in the living room. 

So they would both be in the living room together? 

A. Riqht. 

When vou came out of the hallway, how many people 

were in your sight at that point? 

A I would say about 15. 

They were all in the hallway or ali - = ; 

A, No, like in the living room area and just in the 

qeneral area. 

When you come out of your bedroom and you're in the 



A. Yes. 

Okay. What happened once you were out in. the hallway 

per se? 

A. The man that was pointing the shotgun at me told 

me to lay down on my stomach, which If did. 

and what happened after that? 

A Then somebody else came over and - ~ The shotgun 

was still pointed at me) and he started waving 4 ~ ~ 

what he said was a search warrant in front of my face; 

and he said, "Do you see this? Do you see this? This 

is a search warrant, and we have the right to search 

your house," something like that. 

All right. Could you describe to me the gentleman who 

was handling the gun? 

A No. 

was he a uniformed police officer? 

A. He did not have a uniform on, 48 I remember. 

Could you tell me how he was dressed? 

A No. 

You earlier described there were some people in plain 

clothes. Would he be one of the people in plain clothe 

A t don't remember seeing 4 lot of officers’ unifo 

semen 
aR 

hallway, can you see into the living room at that point? || 
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