acqueline Ross has handled up-
ward of 3,000 cases n her tive

years as 2 public defender, all o

Chicago’s 1mposing Criminal

Courts building. She represents

mostly young men, many of whom

have been in prison before. But one

<1se still haunts her — that of Pauletta
R.. who, at the age of 14, was charged
with first-degree murder. Pauletta and
three girlfriends schemed to lure a

oo into an alley for scx where an-

.

other companon, a mah in s <0,

waited with a handgun. The robbery
went sour and the young maf shot the
.ntended robbery victim.

During the tal, Ross recalls, Pauletia would sit at
‘he defense table, her head buried in her hands, her
chumb n her mouth, At other tmes, during partcu-
larly tense moments, she would rock her chair,
thimhkc.

“She had very ludle wea what was going om’ Ross
cecalls. “She should have heen tried uvenile court.”

Pyaletta 1s one of thousands ol culdren who,
sceused of violent — and 10 recent years nonviolent «—
crimes are cransferred to adult court, where retnbu-
on rather than cehabilitation is the result, if not the
objective. This, sccording to a recent USA Today/
CNN/Gallup Poll, 1s what the public wanis. Three-
quarters of those polled said children who commut
colent crime should be ireated as aduits.

As morg and more juveniles are srrested for
murder, rape and armed robbery ~— 3FCES3 for
wolent crimes went up 27 percent 0 the decade
between 1980 and 1990 — oliticians, partly out of
desperation, partly out of fear (for their jobs), are
cracking down on kids. It is a frenzy that child
sdvocates have labeled the “adultificanon” of children.
e ——— e ——
Alex Kotlowitz 13 the auihor of “There Are No Children
Here: The Story of Twe Boys Growing Up 1n the Ouher

ngnished visitor at the Jobn D. an
wndation in Chicago.

-
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the Colorado, Utah and Flonida
Legislatures passed laws making it easier tO try certain
youth offenders as wdults, A number of other states

Last vear alone

e consmdering similar legistation. enator Carol
Moseley-Braun, the (reshman Ilinos Democrat, fras
introduced a measure calling for the automanc trans:
fer of juveniles as young as 13 who are accused of
Federal crimes.

The avemle courts were founded on che premise
chat they could be more flexible in working with
children; there the sccused would be defined less by
‘heir oifenses than by cheir youth and their need tor
adult guidance ind care. [n juvemle court, the judge
- consultation with probation officers, psychologists
and social workers — has great leeway
s to what kind of treatment and
punishment 10 1MPOSE. Chuldren, be-
cause their personalities are still i the
process of lormatian. are thought 10
be more open o cehabilitation than
sdults. The “waiving’ of juvemies into
adult courts protects aeither the pub-
hie nor the children. Consider Paulet-
a's case,

On the night of July 27, 1991,
pyuletta drove around che surees of

tough ncig_hborhuod on the Nonh

and a young man named Michael
Brandon. They stopped 1o chat with a
neighborhood gang leader whom au-
lorea’s sister owed $100. Me told Pau-
letta that if she didn’t come Up with
the money, he'd hurt her. Pauletta and
her {riends, one of whom was also
debt 1o the gang leader, then drew up 3
plan. They'd pose a3 prosututes and
rob a customer.

In the early hours of the next day,
the four girls primped and posed on
5 street corner when 3 young man
approached them for sex. They told
him he could have his pick, He chose T
Pauletta’s friend, Robin, JIso 14. Robin and her prey
walked into a nearby alley where Brandon lurked in
the shadows with 3 pistol. A struggle ensued, and
Brandon shot once, killing his victim. Pauletta heard
the gunshot as <he walked toward a friend’s house.
Wichin hours, the police arrested Pauletta — a8 well
33 the four others. All five were charged with first-

degree murder.

Given the serious nature of the crime, the prosecus

ion asked the courts (0 Y this eighth grader as an
adult, The court psychologist, Nancy Feys, resufied
that Pauletta, who ived on welfare with her mother,
had “'serious problems with depression” and func-
voned “hke a small child” with wide mood sWings,
ncluding suicidal inpulses. Pauleta had told the
psychologist, 1 just don’t like che world,” according
to court documents,

Feys urged that Pauletta be placed in 3 long-term
residential treatment centets both she and Pauletta’s
probation officer recommended that Pauletta re-
main in the juvenile system. The judge, though, sent
her to adult court where, last summer, she was
found not guilty of murder, but guity ol armed

robbery. She received a six-year sen-
tence that insured she would spend
her formative teen-age years behind
bars.
The crackdown on children has
gone well beyond those sccused ol
violent crumes. In Florida, fur vs1me
ple, between Ociober 1990 and june
1991, 3,248 children were transferred
10 adult court for offenses as serious
as murder and a3 trivial a3 possession
of alcohol. And Florida is not alone.
In November, 1 met Brian H. and
his father, Leon, 3 supervisor at an
clectrical company, 19 Courtroom
301 of the same Criminal Courts
building where Pauletta’s case was
heard. Brian, dressed in a gray swit .
and tasseled brown loafers, sat erect
on the bench, nervously clenching
his hands as he qwaited the judge's
arrival, His father leaned over to
straighten his ue.
Bran is 15. He had been arrested

FFF YL Fi
| §-A

and charged with essing 1.9 grams
of cocaine with intem to deliver,
This would be Brian's first of fense,

but because he was sccused of seling

it on sidewalk near 2
elementary school, will be tried in the adult courts.
Under llinots law, any child charged with dealing

narcotics within 1,000 feex of a school of public
housing property 1$ sutomatically transferred into the
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Treating adolescents as adults 18-
wores the fact that they are develop-
mentally different. "We can't rewire
themn” says Dr. Katherine Kaufer
Christoffel, a pediatrician and direc-
cor of the Violent Injury Prevention
Cemer at Children's Memorial Medical Center "
Chicago. Tt seems ke we're saying, ‘Don’t be a child
in the wrong place.’ ™

D, Christoffel argues that preventing youth crime
cequires changing the child's environment. She cites
ccudies indicating that the greatest ympact on dimin-
shing drunken driving among teen-agers comes from
changes like curfews, Jlcohol-free proms and raising
the driving age to 17.

Dr. Christoffel 15 concerned about what she per-
ceives as 3 backlash toward children. “To the extent
that parents and community fail, society has 1o back
them up,” she says. What has society done 10 back up
urban children and their parents? Not much.

Brian’s situation is illustrative. When he first
showed signs of trouble ~ coming home late, failing
classes. being suspended for fistfights at school and
wearing expensive jewelry ~ his parents sought
help. The assistance Brian could receive at his school
s limited; there’s only one full-time social worker
and one part-ume psychologist for 1,700 students,
Fis parents called the juvenile detention center 10
ssk if Brian could visit the facilivy. They hoped tha
might shake hwm up. Officials there don't give tours
and had no suggestions for referral. His father then
called the local police stavon to ask if an ofhcer
would come to their house 1o ralk with Brian, But

TLLUNTRATION &Y jos COsrisLd

s

the police, according 1o his parents, said they
couldn't do anything until Brian got into trouble.
‘e wanted to frighten him,” Brian's mother says.
We wanted him to get back on crack. 1 was under the
impression that as a parent if you were wmilling 1o work
within the system you could get help.”
ced 1o face consequences, particularly if
they’ntmolwdinaimiml wity. Th

is that some chaldren need to be locked up for a long
time, if for no other reason than 10 assure public safety.
But 2 blanket policy of sending children like Pauletta
2nd Brian into the adult courts is & grievously misguid-
ed policy. This law-and-order approach assumes that
trying kids as grown-ups will deter crime. But longer
sentences haven't necessarily reduced adult cnme.
Worse. these transfer laws often have an unintended
consequence. The criminal courts are already so over:
burdened that some adult-gourt judges have shown a
propensity 10 give children lighter sentences than they
onght receIve in mwtnﬂc court

THe Naw YORK TimMus MAGAZING / FEBRUARY 13, 1904 41

The debate over treating juve-
aile offenders as adults 15 motc
chan a debate aver vouth crimes vt
pets to the [undamental question
of what 11 means be a childd,
particularly i an nereasingly vis
alent world. Children need help
NavIgaAting through what can be a
wreacherous  adolescent  MAzZe.
That is why chuldren can't marry
without permission of thewr par-
ents, why children can’t buy hg-
sor — and why society created
juvenile courts,

“What's so disturbing,  says
Felton Earls, a professur at the
School of Public Health at Har-
eard University, "is 1o see 3
legal process that's lowering the
age of sdulthood rather than
seeing this as a farluic of soaal
structures and policy rowards
our children.”

When 1 met Brian and his fa-
ther at court, their case was Con-
tinued to another date. in the
hallway, they huddled with thewr
lawyer. '

“Ig i very serious?” Bran

asked, his hands buried deep i
his pants pockets, his eyes nivets

Because of mandatory-minimum sentencing, if
found;uik?,ﬂriﬂwtridumaﬁdtmwilimﬂﬂ;
sentence of at least six year. Moreover, he will carry
{or life the stamp of a convicted felon, making it
difficult o find employment.

“I'm s back,™ Brian told me. (He spent
detention facility for juveniles.) “1 got
plans 1o do with my life.” He says he wants to be an
electrical engineer, just like his dad.

As for Pauletta, she's due to be released from the
{ihnois Youth Center at Warrenville this July, at
which time she'll be a month away from turning 18.
She will re-enter society without a high-school
dipkpma and without the kind of intense counsehing
‘he sourt psychologist said she needed.

Pauletta and Bran made mistakes, Were they
big enough that society should snatch away their

childhoods? @




PREFACE

The Problem of Youth and Violence -
Psychology's Message of Hope

W

More than a half-century ago, psychology brought the study of violence and
human aggression into the realm of science. The Commission on Violence and
Youth of the American Psychological Association (APA) was empaneled in July
1991 to bring the body of knowledge generated during the last 3 decades to bear

on the troubling national proble.a of violence involving youth.

Although violence involving youth is hardly a new phenomenon in the
United States, both the quantity and quality of this violence have undergone dra-
matic change within the past 10 to 15 years. Mere statistics cannot tell the story,
but the following observations will suggest how much the parameters of the prob-

lem have altered:

» Homicide is the most common cause of death for young African
American females as well as for young African American males. The probability
of a young African American female dying by homicide is four times that of a non-
African American female. A young African American male is 11 times more likely
to die by homicide than a non-African American male.

B Children can buy handguns on street corners in many communi-
ties. In part because of this ready availability of firearms, guns are involved in
more than 75% of adolescent killings. “Get rid of the guns,” said a teenage girl
from a violent neighborhood in Washington, DC, when APA members asked her
what adults could do to stop the violence in her community.

B The intensity of violence involving children and youth has escalat-
ed dramatically. In testimony presented to APA, Mireille Kanda, MD, who then
was Director of Child Protection Services at Children’s National Medical Center in

1t
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Washington, OC, noted that the rate of penetrating trauma caused by viplence

seen in her emergency department ing reased 1,740" between 1986 and 1959,

» Children are becoming involved in violence at ever-younger ages.
In 3 study of first and second graders in Washington, DC, 45% said they had wit-
nessed muggings, 31% said they had witnessed shootings, and 39% said they had
seen dead bodies. A 17-year-old African American girl from Boston told a state
task force that she had attended the funerals of 16 friends aged 14 to 21 who had

died by violence.

Although young people are disproportionately represented on both sides
of the knife or gun, it is important to consider their experiences as part of the larger
picture of violence in America. By many measures, the United States ranks first
among nations in its rates of interpersonal violence. The United States has the
highest homicide rate of any Western industrialized country=a rate that is, in fact,
many times higher than that of the country with the next highest rale. At current
cates, more than 25,000 Americans are murdered each year, and homicide is the

tenth leading cause of death in our nation.

In inner-city communities, violence often is dramatically evident in night-
ly shootings and in the daytime struggle of families to keep their children from
becoming perpetrators or victims. The problem of youth violence is not limited to
urban environments, however. Domestic violence, hate crimes, sexual violence,
and violence among peers pose threats to children and teenagers in every
American community. No one is immune o the pervasive violence in American
society, although the probabilities of involvement are affected by race, social and
economic class, age, geographical a&m population density, and other factors.

These dismal statistics and the inescapable pervasiveness of violence
affecting American youth have led people in communities throughout the country
to feel a sense of helplessness and hopelessness.

- 18
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healthy development.

Most poor families are white, and the child pov-
ertymtthacvcnhighermmrﬂmmmumm than
n the inner cties. Yet African-American cha-
dren are far more likely than white children 1o
be poor.

Today, one in four children in this country 8
mhtdbyom'puem,duemlugcpmtt)gco-
metric increanes in births outside of marriage and
i the divorce rate OvVex the last three decades.
Only about half of the women entitled to child
support receive the full amount to which they
are entitied. and one-quarter do not receive any

try possess the scademic skills needed to hold
moat entry-level jobs ot 10 attend college.

Eight mullion Amencan children lack any kind of
health coverage.

The United States syrerids substantial amounts of
money Keeping rOUg Y 641,000 chaldren 19 foxse
tey CAXC. biaf {E"'?‘f g not (leviole 5Uifif'.1ﬁ'f‘.; PR LR
to preventiv sevy ces that would help keep clul-
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thase services at all, cannaot get transporation s
the services that are offered. of 19CeIve frag
rented SETVices from oo hany dijferent MK 1
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SETVIKTS that AP 3 e o the et

e State courts are overwhelmed by cases involving

families and chaldren, because of, among other
things, rapid nses in reported cases of abuse and
neglect, and federal legislation that placed bur-
dens on state courts without additional funding.
judges simply do not have the ime 10 make cnt-
ical decisions involving children. In Chicago, for
example, juvenile delinquency judges hear 1,700
cases a month; in Los Angeles, juvenile court
judges have about ten minutes to devote to each
case

Idren too frequently find themselves before
courts without benefit of counsel, despite their
constitutional and statutory nghts to counsel in
many kinds of cases.

Children detained pending trial or confined fol-
lowing trial too often suffer placement in Over:
crowded facilities which {ail to provide adequate
education or health care, and which expoee them
to violence within the institution.

il

l S : (. H- iy <‘~— ‘ M - <
Lt (TN D 2L ST c?.' g = r:::,:L..s




RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROGRAMS TO
PREVENT AND TREAT JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Social indicators point to a generation of young people with inadequate
support from family, school and the community. Lacking positive suppor, large
portions of this generation are left without direction for developing values and life
skills. Delinquency, violence, drug abuse, welfare dependency and teenage pregnancy
are ravaging this generation and future generations. The nation must step in
decisively to rescue our young people and save our communities. This will take efforts
to develop all our youth before they fail, as they show signs of failing and if they have

failed.

1. Primary Prevention
The best place to start addressing juvenile crime and delinquency is before it

starts. The great mass of youth need more support than they are getting from
home. school and community. Indicators point to poor school performance, increased
teen pregnancy, inadequate career preparation, welfare dependency running into
subsequent generations... the list goes on. Correcting these problems once they
emerge is a major drain on the national and state budget, and the problems only
seem to get worse. Primary prevention -- the delivery of services to forestall
problems before they start -- is perhaps the best investment that the country can
make in its young people.

Delinquency and other forms of juvenile deviance have been accurately
predicted from factors that describe a world of inadequate care and support for

young people:

-- Teen mothers

-- High crime neighborhoods

-- Early identified behavioral problems in school
-- Early signs of school failure

.- Early contact with law authorities.

These indicators clearly predict delinquency, violence and other negative
outcomes.

Some successful approaches to primary prevention include:

Pre-natal care for teens and young mothers
Early childhood heaith care
Parent skills training

Pre-school day care enrichment programs
Early school enrichment - Head Start and similar programs

School resources for early identified behavioral problems
Parent and community involvement in school decisions

Career oriented education and training ‘
Alternate patterns for educational and vocational trainlnq.

1




Head Start and other early enrichment programs have been and continue to be
successful. Other models exist, often only in pilot form. New York City's community
schools program developed under Deborah Meir is one outstanding example that
needs to be replicated. These programs work. And when they work, delinquency its
other negative concomitants are reduced. The nation cannot afford NOT to
implement primary prevention. Compared against the dollar cost and the social
chaos of delinquency and violence, primary prevention is the best investment that this

country could make.
2. Secondary Prevention

The predictive indicators are clear for early identified problems. They only get
worse. Early problems in school performance lead to dropping out. Early behavioral
problems lead to more serous problems, which often ends in juvenile and adult crime.
Life chances are narrowed into rounds of arrest and incarceration. Life expectancy is
greatly reduced, with homicide being a leading cause of death for delinquents and

young criminals.

Programs that have worked with early indications of delinquency include:

-- Skills oriented training

-- Career preparation
-- Supportive counseling aimed specifically at correcting criminal ideation and

value deficits.

What has not been successful with early identified behavioral problems and
first offenders has been counseling that takes a broad and general approach to
development. This is underprogramming for a group that needs more structure in
addressing potential crime and delinquency. Similarly, overprogramming this group
with shock programs and scare tactics is counterproductive because youth, especially
these youth, do not see themselves caught in the criminal justice net before it actually

happens.

Young people who are spotted early need very specific tools to bring them into
the mainstream. They need interpersonal skills, job skills, they need to have their
destructive thought patterns challenged and improved.

Early identification can be fraught with legal issues, such as labelling offenders
before they have actually committed chargeable crimes. Programs need to be skill
focused and career enhancing. This is not labelling; this is youth development.

3. Tertiary Prevention

Once young people are caught in the net of the criminal justice system, they are
at the greatest risk on continuing in this trap. The best Indlcatqrs of subsequent

2




crime and delinquency are previous crime and delinquency. These are the hardest to
engage in positive programs and possibly the least likely t0 improve as a result.
Nevertheless, some approaches have been found more successful than others. The
more successful approaches all aim directly at criminal behavior. They address it,

challenge it and offer alternatives.
Some positive programs include:

.. Moral reasoning and logical thinking
.- Victim awareness and victim confrontation
.- Behavior modification of specific criminogenic activities

.- Anger and aggression control.

What does not work with tertiary prevention are general programs and those
that avoid coming directly to grips with criminal behavior.

Common to all successful programs, no matter what the level of prevention, S
that programs must be clearly defined, rigorously implemented as designed and they
must ensure that program participants stay with the program. These raquirements
presuppose adequate staff orientation and training, clear program elements and an
adequate level of security to ensure stability and safety to program participants and

to the community.
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B Army of police
officers nabs 66

suspectsin
Schenectady’s

Hamiiton Hill

BY JOE MAHONEY

Staf wrter

SCHENECTADY - In a neigh-
horhood where children have leamed
to duck for cover when cocaine cow-

bovs have shootouts, an army of

state and city cops tried to take back
the streets Wednesday moming, ar-
resting 66 drug-dealing suspects as
many residents cheered.

Muost of the arrests — including
that of an 11-vear-old reputed crack
selier ~— took place dunng carefully
synchronized pre-dawn raids in the
cityv's drug-plagued Hamilton Hill
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netghborhood,

The suspects were arrested by
maore than D00 ofticers who staged
the most massive drug sweep in the
city's history,

Those arrested were among 110
people indicted on drug charges
stemming from a probe that began
last July. That was when State
Police Superintendent Thomas A.
Constantine agreed o deploy State
Police undercover drug investigators
to assist Schenectady police in com-
hating street-level drug dealing. The
other suspects remained at large
Wednesday evening,

Through a total of 332 undercover
drug buys made by the State Police
Community Narcotics Enforcement
Team, police were able to identify
virtually every street-level dealer in
the city, said Schenectady Public
Saftety Commissioner Charles Mills.

While the suspects were low-level
dealers on the drug world's totem
pole, they have had a decidedly
corrosive effect on the quality of life
in the city, Constantine contended.

“It's a decent neighborhood,” Con-
stantine said. "People shouldn’t

mw o 1
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 Times Union/SKIP DICKSTEIN
A TEENAGER is arrested Wednesday at the armory on Washington Avenue in Schenectady that was used as a

processing center for the 66 people arrested in a massive drug raid. She was standing nearby, looking for
acquaintances, when city police arrested her on a warrant

Residents cheer massive drug raid

have to live like that. The people in
the community were thrilled with
what we did this morning.”

Those arrested included several
juventles, one of them an 1 1-year-old
boy who had allegedly sold crack on
the street. Another, 17-vear-old Ray-
mond Chaires Jr, of 3307 Woodlawn
Ave., was wearing a Christian Broth-
ers Academy uniform when he was
charged with a felony count of selling
cocaine while he was about to leave
tor the prestigious Albany school.

At precisely 6 am., convoys of
police cars began swarming into
Hamilton Hill like an invading
army. T'wo black trucks were filled
with heavily armed members of the
State Police Mobile Response
Teams, Overhead, a State Police
helicopter whirred, ready to help
track runners or provide Medivac

transport information in the event of

injuries.

Clad in black and wearing black
military-style helmets and carrving
large black shields, the mobile re
sponse team members were a partic-

Please see BUST A-11
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§ 2 Albany COPS
charged with
taking evidence

® Both had been recently suspended
for off-duty incidents

BYCAROL DEMARE
otaff writer
ALBANY -- Two city police officers already in

trouble with the department for recent off-duty incidents

were charged Wednesday in connection with the
chisappearance of marijuana and cash stemming from an
arrest this summer of a suspected drug dealer

Ricky (3, Vincent, 25, and Kelly
Kimbrough, 26, both uniformed ofti-
cers with less than five vears on the
torce, pleaded not quilty to evidence
tampering, a felony, and other counts
at their arraignments that came alter
a grand jury returned a sealed indict-
ent Tl:t.‘mféi}'.

Fach posted $2.500 bail set In
County Judge Thomas A, Breslin

It was the second time this vear
charges were lodged agaunst the oth
cers. Kimbrough was suspended
without pay earhier this month for an
anrelated off-duty a!ivrt*atima with
campus police at the University at
Albany. Vincent was suspended
without pay in August for allegedly 388
pushing a woman acquaintance g
through a cupbeard door at her
hone

Their arrests come on the heels of B8
another case of evidence tampering 58
that resulted in last month's suspen-
sion of narcotics Detective Keith Cole

Vincent and Kimberough came under suspicion in
September after a drug suspect told New York Cify
transit police that Albany officers had stolen his drugs
and money, according to Assistant District Attorney
William A. Carter. Transit officials reported the infor
mation to Albany, and the department's internal Affairs
Unit began investigating, Carter said.

“It's very unfortunate that it happened,” Chief John
Dale said Wednesday afternoon. “We're police officers,
and in this business there will be people who want to
work outside of the law, and it will be up to us to get them
and to bring them to justice the same as any other
eriminal”
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Vincent

Fovidence presented to the grand v by Carter
showed that on Aug. 7 at 830 pan. the two cops, who
Were partners assigned to Division 2, responded to a tip
that had beeny called in. A man was reportedly sedling
crugs in a pask at Catherine and Eagle streets.

Thrﬁtﬂ ’Other ofTicers also hf?é}'}tl[’l{'itﬂli. Uarter  saud,
Kimbrough and Vincent took the lead and arrested

Please see INDICT A-12
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“seady,”’ he

------

66 nabbed
INn massive
drug raid

ularly ominous presence. The cops
swooped into one apartment after
another, sceking suspects whose
photographs they carried, and
searching for puns, drugs and stash-
es of narcotics money,

From a suspected cocaine lair at
the Steinmetz Homes public hous-
mg project, State Police Lt Pat
MeDonald carried a 5-vear-old boy,
eft alone when other cops arrested
the boy s mother.

On Eagle Street, just west of Bran-
dywine Avenue, an elderly woman
peered throwerh curtains and waved
approval as ;H..*HH forced their
A EF] 4 igr‘st;rﬂ'H('I‘HhﬁEht.‘

-

NN
Vi)
Wiy |

" 1"_!"{-!{\1_‘! .

“if'!' |,; ft'i-iff'

“People came out i their night-
clothes to thank the otticers,” Con-
tantine sawd later, He sad some
Ve *hil‘]l‘h“il to houses where {iﬁl{.{
deads had been cornmonplace,

Schenectady Mavor Frank Duct
was full of pranse for State Police and
schenectady police officers who par.
ticipated in the clampdown.

"It was fabulous,” he said. “The
police have sent a message that we're
not going to take that kind of stuff in
the city of Schenectady. People in
the neighborhoods have been so wor.
riecd; I think this is going to lift their
spirits,

Constantine said police had care-
fully planned for the possibility of
encountering armed resistance,
“Thank God there were no police
officers injured,” he said.

In & building on Albany Street,
police were met by a pair of snarling
it buldls,

In other locations, police said they
tound a pair of loaded sawed-oft
shotguns, a loaded revolver and
small quantities of crack and marn-

juana.,

Schenectady County District At-
tormey Robwrt Carney satd residents
can assist authornties in flushing out
any drug dealers who think thev can
step into the vold created by the
Arrests,

“The challenge to the community
e Wil vou stop other people from
vaking thetr place” he sad,

L arne ¥ Virwe ¥l 1o farosetaiy {ht*

u:s!%‘-fft’ﬂ*» i send them to ;HI He
sitd potice have garnered strong evi

“From our of-
the cases are trial
"We will seek to
-?4'3!?*..1 i s {3205 i 1o }H‘év-{:]'} 2

LM et 1

dence against them.
i}l {‘. ;H wh}u{?tk}
“"-i.ﬂif'.

{i--'l? !hik.‘-!' A h”

ehucded

B L e e T T T —————

T
P S

Timas Union/SKIP DICKSTEIN

THOMAS A. CONSTANTINE, superintendent of the State Police, talks about e pre-dawn drug raid carried out

Wednesday in Hamilton Hill.

“The challenge to
the community is:
Will you stop other
people from taking

their place?”

- Robert Carney
Schenectady County DA

Wminw:!m s dragnet, Camey said,
"You can run but you can't hide. You

can go to New York City, but the
State Police will get vou.”
Constantine said at least 35 per
cent of those targeted for arvest origl
nally came from New York City,
Sixty-two percent of the suspects
had previous arrests, including 23 tor
weapons possession charges and 27

for drug-redated offenses, Nearly half

had prior felony arrests and more
than 25 percent had ftelony convie-
tion records.

Constantine said there has been a
significant migration of drug dealers
from New York Clity to upstate com-
munities in recent vears, setting the
stage tor violent turf hattles between
focal and outside drug gangs.

“The citizens of Bchenectady, in
cluding the residents of Hamilton
Hill, are decent, hard-working peo-
ple who have expressed their conecemn
about violent cnime and drugs in
thedr commmunity,” sand Constantine,
who i» & leading candidate to become

P*ﬂ*ﬁ . -~-l~4ﬁt‘ﬂ

the next chiel of the federal Urug
Enforcement Administration. "To-
day's effort s In response to their
request for help in ensuring joiblic
safety. It reflects credit on then and
on their city.”

Outside the National Guard Ar.
mory on Washington Avenue in
Schenectady, where the drug sus
pects were hrought for booking and
fingerprinting, a teenage vl was
‘s-'&'ifh tWO 11‘“'!11!' ‘ahlin;g B S T
quaintances who had been arrestesd
in the roundup, remarking thet al
most all of those picked up by police
were males. Suddenly, polics
came up and ordered her to stand up

3 b i W
f.'.-‘.,t f-"‘

against & Times Union truck, at
which point she was handoufted and
told that they had a warrant for her
arrest, 100,

The girl, who had been laughing
moments earlier, began wailing,
“Call my mother! Call my mother!”

UOne of the indicted suspects, Paul

4 b T
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police officials in Schenactady.

Lester Benedict of Strong Street, was

described by authorities as iwiﬂg
wanted on & murder charge in Bir- |
mingham, Ala.

Interviewed by the Times Union
while he was led to court by Trooper
Clem Harris, Benedict said he was
aware he was wanted for murder but
dented involvement in the crime.
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Your tax-deduc ible gt will belp s care Tor the needy ths Thanksgevarg and ol ve

Times UH;SKiP 1GKSTEH
SOME of those arrested on drug charges are rounded up Wednesday by

Throughout this Thanksgiving

season -- and only w:thdw}ur help «-

we will provide hundreds of hot,

nutritious meals each day to the

desperately needy men, women
and children of our community.

Please help as your heart directs

VOul,

L 51900 to feed 10 hungry people i

L $38.00 to feed 20 hungry people ]

L. $57.00 10 feed 30 hungry people. - §
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Names o1 peupic
arrested 1n sweep

Here's% list o7 the people arrested
Wednesday:

Anthony Aceveds 24, State Street, Sche-
nectady, two count!s of Criminal sale of a
controlied substance, third degree; Theresa
Baliard, 20, Sta‘e Street, Schenectady, three
counts of criminal sale, third degree; Cesar
Barros, 18, Miidebrant Avenue, Schenecta
dy, two counts of criminal sale, third de-
gree; Paui L. Benedict, 22, Strong Street,
Schenectady, five counts of criminal sale,
third degree; Shawn Black, 25, Mulett
Streel, Schenectady, four counts of crimi-
nal sale, third degree; Todd E. Boyd, 24,
New York, one count of criminal possession
of a controiled substance, seventh degree;
Glen Brodhead, 37, Steuben Street, Sche-
nectady, three counts of criminal sale, third
degree; Kevin Brodhead, 277, North Ferry
Street, Schenectady, two counts criminal
sale, third degree; Nathan Carrasquille, 17,
Staniey Street, Schenectady, two counts of
criminal sale, third degree.

Christopher Carver, 27, McClelian Street,
Schenectady, one count of criminal sale,
third degree; Raymond Chaires Jr, 12,
Wopdiawn Avenue, Schenectady, three
counts of criminal sale, third degree;
>a¢'ion Charieston, 18, Queens, one count of
Criminal sale, third degree; Andre Clark, 17,
Delamont Avenue, Schenectady, 1) counts
of criminal sale, third degree, and one
gount of criminal possession, seventh de-
gree; Christopher Clayton, 27, Delamont
Avenue, Schenectady, two counts of crimi-
3 sale, third degree; David L. Clayton, 24,
ibany Street. Schenectady, two counts of
criminal sale, third degree; Wilson J. Cork-
er Jr., 37, Hulett Street, Schenectady, one
count of criminal sale, third degree, and
petit larceny,

Dwight O. Daniel, 16, Chestnut Street,
schenectady, two counts of criminal sale,
third degree; Anne Devine, M, Lafayette
Street, Schenectady, one count of criminal
sale, third degree; Bernard Edwards, 32,
Faige Streel, Schenectady, one count of
crimingl sale, third degree; Vernits E. En-
ous, 18 Delamont Avenuve, Schenectady,
fwo counts of criminal sale, third degree;
Robert Fraiser, 18, Emmett Street, Sche-
nectady, eight counts of criminal sale, third
degree; Lesite M, Gabriel, 17, Steinmet:
Momes, Schenectady, eight counts of crimi-
nal saie, third degree; Sheldon A, Good-
ridge, 21, Brooklyn, two counts of criminal
sale, third degree; Devon Grant, 28, Front
Street, Schenectady, six counts of criminal
saie, third degree.

John T, Harris, 41, Staniey Street, Sche-
nectady, two counts of criminal sale, third
degree; Tracey D. Harris, 30, Jay Street,
Schenectady, two counts of criminal sale,
third degree; Jose M. Mernandez, 29, State
street, Schenectady, Y'wo counts of criminal
sale, third degree; Dwight House, 40, First
Street, Albany, five counts of criminal sale,
third degree; Timothy Hudson, 3, Robin-
s9n Streel, Schenectady, two counts of
criminal sale, third degree; Marty Eugene
Humphries, 41, Emmett Street, Schenecta-
dy: six counts of criminal sale, third deg‘!:‘u;
nermaine Jennings, 16, Strong Street, Sche

nectady, one count of criminal sale, third
degree.

Andrew D Johnson, 20, South Avenue,
Schenectady, one count of criminal sale,
third degree, Kevin E Jones, 27, New York,
two counts of criminal sale, third degree;
Michelle Jones, 24, Steinmetz Homes, Sche.
nectady, two counts of criminal sale, third
degree; Basil R. Joseph, 26, Brookiyn, one
count of uniawful possession of marijuvana;
Leon Martin, 17, Emmett Streel, Schenects-
dy. 10 counts of criminal sale, third degree;
David Mayo, 38, New York, five counts of
criminal sale, third degree; Jackie McDan-
iel, 78, Emmett Street, Schenectady, two
counts of criminal sale, third degree; Ri-
Keime McQueen, 18 Robinson Street, Schee
nectady, two counts of criminal sale, third
degree;, Carmine J. Adiller, 38, Jay Street,
schenectady, two counts of criminal sale,
third degree.

Robert §. Moinar, 72, Moyston Street,
Schenectady, one count criminal sale, third
degree; Raliek Moore Jr., 17, Stale Street,
schenectady, one count criminal sale, third
degree; Daniel B, Neison, 38, Chestnuyt
Street, Schenectady, two counts of criminal
sate, third degree, Larry Qates, 31, State
Street, Schenectady, four counts of crimi-
nal sale, third degree; Ronald Parker, 73
Emmett Street, Schenectady, two counts of
criminal sale, third degree; James K. Per-
kins, 18, Broad Street, Albany, seventh-
degree criminal sale.

Robert W. Reid, 16, Germania Avenue,
schenectady, two counts of criminal sale,
third degree; Victor Rondon, 19, Broad
Street, Albany, seventh degree crimina
sale, Stacey Rouse, 24, Jamaica, Queens,
two counts, criminal sale, third degree;
Maritza Santana, 21, Manhattan, unlawful
possession of marijuana; Hyas M. Scott, 14
Waldort Place, Schenectady, three counts,
criminal sale, third degree; Marley J. Skel-
ey, 44, Mulett Street, three counts, criminal
sale, third degree.

Diona Smith, 18, Staniley Street, two
counts, criminal sale, third degree; James
T. Smith, 26, Broadway, Rensselaer, crimi-
nal saie, third degree; Prescious D. Spoon-
er, 20, Staniey Street, Schenectady, seventh-
degree criminal possession; Moses Timons
Jr., 23, Hamilton Stret, one count, criminal
sale, third degree; Willie Valentine, 26, New
York, five counts, criminal sale, third de-
gree; Arnold J. Vargas, 22, 951 Albany St
one count, criminal sale, third degree; Joe
Washington, 22, Delamont Avenue, Sche-
nectady, two counts, criminal sale, third
degree.

Guy C. West, 36, Emmett Street, Schenec-
fady. two counts, crimninal sale, third de-
gree; Maria Whittemore, M, Avenue A,
schenectady, two counts, criminal sale,
third degree; Antione Williams, 25, Clifton
Place, Schenectady, third degree, criminal
possession of a weapon.

Harold Williams, 38, Lincoin Avenue,
Scheneclady, three counts, criminal sale,
third degree; and Thomas Wilson, 46, Mulett
Street, Schenectady, two counts, criminal
sale, third degree.
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ALE EMNEY NOVEMEER 30 199

LIQUIDATION, THIS IS
FOR SERIOUS BUYERS.
FROM $50.00 TO $50,000. WiLL

Honded Auctioneer 257 Auction 2PM Showing 1PM
Terms: Cash/Chec |
EACH RUG COMES WITH A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY &
+ NO BUYERS PREMIUM - FREE ADMISSION

| T

Due to circumstances beyond our control, we are forced to
iquidate, to raise immediate cash,

IAN CARPETS

COME TO THE AUCTION - NAME YOUR PRICE

Partial Listing: 12x18 Silk & Wool Tobriz, 10x13 Silk Qum, 9x12
Silk & Wool Tabriz, 10x17 Sarouk, 12x17 Ka
5x8 Silkk & Wool Isfahan, 3x5 Sik Qum, 5x
50 Pieces Large Size Sikk & Wool Carpets to Choose.
You don't have to be a Ru a:,c'peﬂ - Buy from an Expert!
AUCTIONEER'S NOTE: DUE TO THE U 0}
DEFINITELY A ONE-IN-A-LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY
2x3 TO 12x18 INCLUDING RUNNERS,
BE AUCTIONED PIECE BY PIECE.

shan, 9x8 Fish-Tabriz,
7 Raver Kerman. Over
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SLEEP SOFA

With thick puffy mattress

We sell more La-J-Boy pmd-
ucts than all the fumiture

and dapariment storas in the

Capltal District. . .
COMBINED!
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With a built-in recliner on each end |

Sale Priced from S69’7
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IMMEDIATE | e wii pay you double the |
DELIVENY L s

WE SERVICE WHAT
" WESELL [p

k-

shhoppe =8
Major Credit Cards Honored
. B\




preliminary Report on vyouth Viclence
vyouth Violence Commission

violence in gchools BSaction

Draft: 2/14/94

VIOLENCE IN 8CHOOQLS

The increased violence and weapons use among youth has
intruded into our schools throughout the nation. A recent study of
violence in New Yyork State public schools found that while the

seventh through twel fth grade students reported they were robbed oOr
assaulted during the 1992~-93 school Yyear. one in five students
reported bringing some type of weapon to school during the school
year. The weapons students brought to school most often were
xnives or other sharp objects. one in twenty-five students,
though, reported bringing a gun to school during the school year.
And, one in fifty had carried a gun to school during the 30~-day
period prior to being surveyed. One in three students were afraid
of being attacked Or harmed at school or on their way to or from

school.

Nowhere is this problem of violence and weapons in schools
more visible than in large urban areas such as New vork City where
the volume of incidents draws media attention. The problem of
violence in schools, however, is not restricted only to large urban
schools districts. The study found that assaults were just as
likely to occur in urban schools as in rural schools.

violence in schools inevitably affects students physically,
psychologically and academically, and it demoralizes teaching
staff. schools in New York city and elsewhere have generally
responded to the escalating violence in schools Dby increasing
security staff and metal detector use in the most troubled schools
and by implementing programs designed to reduce student viclence.
Violancn-pravcntion. programs generally focus on conflict
resolution, peer mediation, and improvement of self-esteem and
decision-making skills. Despite these efforts taken to reduce
violence, public concern about the safety of children in schools

continues to grow.

violence in schools interferes with the right of all children
to a sound education. without a safe learning environment, the
ability of many students to attain the knowledge and gskills that
will enable them toO pecome productive menbers of society 1is
seriocusly undermined. Programs and strategies must be developed
that address the conditions which promote violence among youth if
we hope to make schools safe and secure environments for learning.

REFERENCE

New York State Department of Education and the New York State
pivision of Criminal Justice Services. -
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BOB HERBERT

Are We Awake Yet?

Is there reason for hope, or is that
naive?

Is the country really waking up 10
the enormity of its problems of crime
and violence, or is this just another
phase, driven by the media and last-
ing only until we are diverted by a
killer blizzard, or a celebrity sex
scandal, or a surprise locker-room
attack by a Buffalo hitperson to the
knees of Dallas Cowboy Emmill
Smith?

A serious national effort to combat
crime has never been needed more
than now. Americans are being mur-
dered, raped, beaten, robbed and othe-
erwise terrorized in numbers that
suggest an extraordinary evil has
been loosed upon the society.

No one is immune, not even tod-
dlers or infants; and no place 1s ex-
empt, not even schools or houses of
worship.

The reality is more horrible than
most fiction writers are capable of
imagining. The Children's Defense
Fund has released a report that says
nearly 50,000 children and teen-agers
were killed by firearms in the United
States between 1979 and 1991, More
than 24.000 of those deaths were hom-
icides, the remainder being suicides
and deaths from {irearm accidents.

A child growing up in the U.S. is 15
times more likely to be killed by
gunfire than a child growing up in

_ Northern Ireland. An American child

or teen-ager dies from gunshot
wounds every two hours.

The only thing more remarkable
than those statistics is that the viclent
deaths of so many young peopie could
occur without a frenzied national out-
cry, a collective expression of an-
guish and outrage.

Perhaps that i$ OCCUrring now.

A New York Times/CBS News Poll
shows that crime has become the
nation's biggest concern. The major
media outlets are top-heavy with
stories and special reports about
crime. The politicians, irrvesistibly
drawn to the twin lures of opinion

and television cameras, are
flexing their rhetorical muscles.

But we've been here before. Ten
years ago President Reagan trum-
peted “the most sweeping anti-crime
bill in more than a decade.” Al a
White House press conference Re
promised 10 % :
protection (o law-abiding Ameri-
cans” and "to put an end to the era of
coddling criminals.”

That was followed by the most vio-
lent, crime-ridden decade in the na-
tion's history.

-

This time could be different. The
key will be whether the politicians
and other leaders are willing to avoid
the notion of simplistic solutions.
Crime is an incredibly complex issue
and no real breakthroughs can be
accomplished by knee-jerk responses
of the right or the left.

Obviously something is wrong with
a criminal justice system that regu-
larly releases murderersinfiveand a
half years and rapists in less than
three. And there is something wrong
with a society that can't seem 10

corral - and Keep corralled -~ repeat
violent offenders.

But there is also something wWrong
with a society that takes huge seg
ments of its juvenile population and
condemns them to a hideous world of
ignorance, fear, alienation and crimi-
nal neglect. Something has to be done
for children who, at ages 10 and 11,

Getting serious
about crime.

are making detailed plans for their
own funerals.

For years we have had advocales
of harsh punishment on one side and
thosé who want to attack the root
causes of crime on the other. It is past
time for each side to listen seriously,
and in a spirit of good will, to what the
other side has 10 say.

Beyond the toll of lives lost and
pain endured, crime in America costs
hundreds of billlons of dollars every
year. Getting even a modest handle
on crime would have an enormous
positive effect on society as a whole,
including the economy and the con-
tinuing problems of health care and
welfare.

Crime is the real crisis in America.
But doing something about crime also
means doing ! about drugs,
about guns, about jobs and about val-
ues. It will require the effort not just
of politicians, but the rest of America
as well, including educators and the
clergy, community and civil rights
jeaders, and ordinary citizens, espe-
cially parents and others who care
for young chikiren. '

There's also the media, of course,
which can be helpful by shifting some
of the emphasis from the sensational
crimes 10 the less entertaining search
for solutions. Q

M
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"Youth and the Law:
Problems and Solutions"

Presented By

The Center for Law and Justice,
Inc.

&
The NYS Division for Youth
Saturday April 16, 1994

The Empire State Plaza Convention Center
Meeting Rooms 2 and 3
Albany, New York

1994 CONFERENCE SPONSORS - Partial List

Albany County Probation Department

Albany Dispute Mediation

Albany Law School

Albany Service Corp

Alcoholism Council of Schenectady County

Blacks in Government

Boys and Girls Club of Albany

Campus Action

Capital Area Council of Churches

Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism
Capital District Women's Bar Association

Carver Community Center

Center for Dispute Resolution

Centro-Civico, Albany

Centro-Civico, Amsterdam

Citizen Action

Communicator, The

Fund for Modern Courts

Hamilton Hill Neighborhood Association

Hudson Valley Community College-EOP and BSA
Law, Order & Justice Center

League of Women Voters of NYS
NAACP-Schenectady Branch

National Lawyers Guild - Capital District Chapter
NYCLU-Capital District Chapter

NYS Coalition Against Sexual Assault

NYS Coalition for Criminal Justice

NYS Coalition Against Domestic Violence

NYS Commission on Cotrections

NYS Defender's Association

NYS Division of Parole |
NYS Division of Probation and Correctional Alternatives
NYS M.L.K. Commission and Institute for Non-Violence
Office of Diversity and Affirmative Action - SUNY
100 Black Men of Albany, NY, Capital Region, Inc.
Prisoner Support Network

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute - Dean of Students Office
Russell Sage College-Sociology Department
Schecectady County Office of Community Services
Schenectady County Human Rights Commission
Schenectady Youth for Change

School of Criminal Justice, University Albany
Siena College-Sociology Dept.

Social Justice Center

Statewide Youth Advocacy

Taylor Residence Court - Troy

Trinity Institution, Inc.

Troy Area United Ministries

Troy Boys & Girls Club

Troy Rehabilitation & Improvement Program
United Tenants Association

Urban League of the Albany Area

Women's Building, The




Why a Community Conference on Youth and
the Law?

As we rapidly approach the 21st Century, it has become
clear that we are losing too many of our children and
youth to crime, violence, drugs, poverty, and despair.
While affecting parts of all our communities, these ills
are visited most viciously upon a disproportionate
number of African American and Latino children. This is
primarily due to racism, bad social policies, failed school
systems, poor housing, the proliferation of guns, and
ineffective juvenile and criminal justice systems. They
have created an environment in which:

« Nearly half of all African American and Latino
children in large urban schools drop out by the age of 16.

« Every 6 hours a child of African heritage dies from
firearms.

+ 85% of youngsters in NYS Division for Youth
custody are African American or Latino.

Our communities, fearful that violence and crime will
engulf us all, o often embrace punitive incarceration as
the only answer. But the increased incarceration of our
young people has failed to deter youth crime or violence.
We must come to understand that imprisonment of
individuals will not address the root causes of the crime
and delinguency which result in large measure from flawed
social policies.

The Fourth Annual Community Conference whose theme
is "Youth and the Law: Problems and Solutions” is called
to:

*Promote understanding of the complex
problem facing our youth and their relationship to the
juvenile and criminal justice systems.

*Conduct an intergenerational dialogue that
will lead to the adoption and use of concrete solutions
and strategies that will address the societal and spiritual
problems facing our youth and communities.

*Adopt and embrace a set of community action
plans and strategies thought useful in addressing the
crisis before us.

Planning Commitiee Coordinators:

Wands Stratton (Albany)
Donald Tutt (Rensselaer)
BrianWright (Schenectady)

SCHEDULE

8:00 - 9:30 Registration and Refreshments

9:30 - 10:00 Welcome: Alice P. Green, Executive
Director, The Center for Law and Justice, Inc.

10:00 - 11:00 -Youth Speak - (Dramatic
Performance and Panel Discussion by area high school
and college students)

11:00 - 12:00 -Response: Dr. Frankie Bailey, School
of Criminal Justice, University at Albany

Brian Wright, Schenectady County Office ofCommunity
Services

12:00 - 1:00 LUNCH BREAK - Lunch,
information Booths, Vendors, Entertainment (Music and
Dance)

AIDS Workshop - "How to Talk to Your Children
About AIDS” - Yvonne Goodbee, Comell Cooperative
Extension

1:00 - 1:15 Award Ceremony - Presentation of the
"Frederick Douglass Struggle for Justice Award" by the
Honorable Michael Brown, Alderman, Albany Common
Council '

1:20 - 2:50 Workshops:

A. Juvenile Justice - What Does it Mean?
Discussion of the System, how it functions, and
recommendations for change

B. Prevention and Societal Survival Skills
for Youth - Strategies for avoiding and surviving
those forces that impinge upon the healthy development
of youth.

3:00 - 4:30 Workshops:

C. Programs that Work -

Sharing and Learning to Prevent and Treat

Won of local model youth programs that prevent
treat. |

D. Legal Rights Workshop - Presentation by local
attomeys of the legal rights program they developed for
area youth

4:30 - 5:00 - Summary & Action Agends for
Change
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N AS MUCH AS YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN,
YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME. (Matthew 25:40)

JESSIE DAVIS

On July 8, 1984, Jessie Davis was shot and killed by Albany police officers who broke down the door of his
apartment with guns drawn. He was accused of no crime and the police had no warrant 10 arrest him.

A closed Albany County grand jury cleared the five officers involved in the Davis matter, but criticized three of
them for violating police procedures. They, in turt, were cleared by a state arbitrator.

Mr. Davis' sister, Louise Thornton, filed state and federal civil rights lawsuits against the City of Albany and
the police officers in order t0 establish that Mr. Davis was the victim of excessive force and was illegally shot to
death. Since there are no Witnesses for Jessie Davis to establish what actually happened, the event must be
reconstructed based on photographs, such as the one above, and other physical evidence that must be inter-

preted by experts Jessie Davis' family is poor and cannot afford such experts.

The photograph above was discovered only recently in police files. It was not shown to members of the Grand
Jury. Why? Police claimed that they shot Mr. Davis because he attacked them with a knife and fork. In this pic-
wre. taken by a police officer only minutes after Mr. Davis Was shot and lay dying, he is pictured with a toy
iruck and key case in his hands. How can this be explained? The family and the community want 0 know.
Now we are told that the trial will commence on September 16th in Syracuse, a decision that will pose addi-

tonal hardships on the poor plaintiffs.
The City of Albany will pay any and all legal and court expenses for the police officers. Mr. Davis' family
has no money. We, who believe in justice, must come 10 their aid. The poor should not be denied justice.

VE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE. (John 8:32)

1ot us be dissatisfied until from every city ball, justice will roll doun like waiers
and righteousness like a mighty stream. " (Martin Luther King, Jr.)




Double Your Contribution to Honor Dr. King:
Support the Lincoln Park Memorial AND The Jessie Davis Fund!

The life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. calls out to be honored and remembered in many ways. One inspiring and fitting
tribute is the King memorial monument being constructed in Lincoln Park by the memorial committee. This monument
will be a visible reminder of the contributions of Dr. King and the civil rights movement. The monument also will serve as
an ongoing expression of the commitment of the people of Albany to keep Dr. King's dream and vision alive.

The upcoming trial in the Jessie Davis case presents another opportunity to honor Dr. King and to create a "living”
memorial to his commitment to justice. Jessie Davis’ family seeks their day in court to publicly establish the truth about
what happened to him on July 8, 1984. The only surviving witnesses are the police officers themselves. All legal pro-
ceedings so far have been closed to the public. The recent revelation of a photograph showing the dying Jessie Davis
clutching not the knife and fork claimed by the officers, but a small toy truck and key case, has raised many questions

concerning the truth of what happened to Mr. Davis.

If Martin Luther King, Jr. were alive today, he would likely be found among those who are pressing for justice in the Jessie
Davis case. Dr. King, who was always willing to speak the truth to those in power, would likely agree that the police story
of the events of July 8, 1984 does not make sense, that there must have been alternatives available to the police other than

to shoot and kill Mr. Davis.

Dr. King would be honored by the City's dedication of a monument in Lincoln Park, but also would want his life to be
remembered for his willingness to assist those who sought justice, even under difficult circumstances.

Please join in this additional tribute to Dr. King by contributing to the “'Jessie Davis Fund.”” The community in Albany has
already raised significant funds to assist in this lawsuit. The Albany NAACP has donated and raised over $1500 and has

also arranged for the services of a stenographer to help with the many pretrial depositions necessary in preparing this
case. The Center for Law & Justice has also raised funds. However, much more is needed in order to make sure that the

truth about the events of July 8, 1984 can be brought out.

As Dr. King said, . . . we are still challenged to be dissatisfied. Let us be dissatisfied . . . until justice will roll down like
waters from a mighty stream.” We can only add, “'Let us be dissatisfied until the truth about how and why Jessie Davis
was killed can come out publicly and let us show our dissatisfaction by making sure that the family of Jessie Davis is pro-
vided the resources needed to have their day in court!”

SUPPORT THE MONUMENT AND THE "‘LIVING'’ TRIBUTE TO DR. KING!
CONTRIBUTE TO THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE AND TO THE JESSIE DAVIS FUND!

Yes, [ want to promole justice. Here is my ltax-deductible donation,

1. Ijk'IlE " T L Vi Lt e ey N e WY T T A T e

(Last) (First) M.1)
ADDEEN . Lo e
(Street)
T o e
poMATION .

Please make checks or money orders payabie to:

Jessie Davis Fund
c/o The Center for Law and Justice, Inc.
Pine West Plaza #2
Washington Avenue Extension
Albany, New York 12205
Phone: (518) 427-8361
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The Center for Law and Justice is a
minority-operated, community-based
organization founded in 1985. Its purpose
is to provide information, technical
assistance and advocacy that promote the
empowerment of disenfranchised com-
munities to effectively address problems
of crime and criminal justice policy.

THE PROGRAM

» Community Education—the center
organizes conferences, publishes a
newsletter, serves as a clearing-
house for criminal justice infor-
mation and issues.

¢ Advocacy—the center conducts work-
shops on legal rights, evaluates
complaints of bias, promotes cnme
prevention and the use of alterna-
tive sentencing, and assists individuals
who have been arrested or convicted.

» Promotion of Change—the center
monitors criminal justice legislation,
coordinates community activity to
promote changes in the system and
provides liaison between the community
and prisons.

THE PROBLEM

The disenfranchised Black and Latino
communities are in crisis—suffering from
poverty, crime, and drugs. The future
holds little hope as long as society con-
tinues to respond with incarceration,
ignores the need for effective treatment
and crime prevention and overlooks
community-based programs that could
help people in trouble become productive
members of society.

Young Black men are more than 23
times more likely than young white men
to be incarcerated in New York State,

Young Latino men in the state are more
than 11 times more likely to be in-
carcerated than young white men.

As a result, nearly 85 percent of the
prison population in New York State 1s
Black or Latino.

The disproportionate incarceration of
Black and Latino men, as well as women
and juveniles, generates enormous social,
fiscal, and political costs; it destroys
families; it deepens poverty, anger and
despair; and it robs the community of
potential leaders.

The criminal justice system's response
to the crisis in poor, urban communities is
not working. Communities must recognize
their peril and mobilize against crime and
against inequities in the criminal justice
system that exacerbate its impact. The
Center for Law and Justice exists to coor-
dinate this community mobilization.

THE CENTER FOR LAW & JUSTICE, Inc.

THE SOLUTION

If you need information or assistance with
a criminal justice problem, contact the
Center for Law and Justice.

As an indindual:

» if you were arrested and subjected to

brutal treatment by the police or other
law enforcement officials

e if you are being prosecuted for a crime
and are not getting adequate legal repre-
sentation

e if you are in jail and have a complaint
about jail conditions

As a member of a communily group

« if you need a speaker on criminal justice
or minority topics

» if you need information on bias in the
criminal justice system

» if you need to coordinate activities
related to criminal justice change

As a wlunteer:

e if you are committed to promoting
justice in our society

e if you want to find out how you can help

» if you wish to become a member

Get in touch with

Alice P. Green, Ph D

The Center for Law and Justice

Pine West Plaza#2

Washington Avenue Extension

Albany, New York 12205

(518) 427-8361
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"The Center serves a critical
purpose in helping the black
community reclaim its men from
the prison system."’

Jamie Denard, President
Urban League of Northeastern New York

"The Center has given the
Capital District bold focus and
direction to the issues of racial bias

in policing and the courts. Under the
capable direction of Alice Green, the

Center never falters in its quest for

peace and justice."
Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism

“Since I have come in contact
with the Center for Law & Justice,
I have learned of the bias agains!
people of color. But, in the 90's,
things are changing, and we must rid

the criminal justice system of bias."”

Doreen Sheldon
Community Resident

MEMBERSHIF

The Center for Law & Justice, Inc.
welcomes memberships, donations

and volunteers.
All donations are tax deductible.
For additional information, please
contact the Center at

(518) 427-8361

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lucia Alcantara
Dr. Frankie Bailey
Collie F. Brown
Ralph Byrd
Dr. Gloria DeSole
Eddie Ellis
Dr. Alice P. Green
Carol Hausen
Rev. Henry E. Johnson
Howard Kahn
Larry Mauldin
Patricia Murray
Carmelo Rivera
Charles Touhey
Raymond Walker
Larry White
Jane Wylen

LEGAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
Ralph Byrd, Chairperson
Mark Mishler
Deborah Reyes
Mylo Eytina
Marty Rosenbaum
Serena Ster
Jean Thelwell

Alice P, Gireen, PhDD.
Executive Director

The Center for Law & Justice, inc.

Pine West Plaza, Building 2
Washington Avenue Extention
Albany, New York 12205
Telephone: (518) 427-8361
Fax: (518) 427-8362
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The Center for Law & Justice,
Inc. is...

a community-based organization
founded in 1985 10 effectively address
gnfair and unjust treatment of poor
people, people of color and other power-
less groups. Supported by private dona-
tions, grants, membership dues, volun-
wers, and student intems, the Center
secks to involve a diverse community
population toward working for change in
criminal justice policy.

The mission of the Center for
Law and Justice, Inc. is...

to promote the empowerment of individu-
als and communities to change criminal
justice policy to bring about a fair and just
¢criminal justice system.

The Center seeks to accomplish its
mission by pursuing three major goals:

1. Provide useful legal and criminal
justice information, referral and
education.

2. Provide client-based and group-
based advocacy that addresses
criminal justice issues.

3. Encourage and support organized
community action programs
directed toward criminal justice
and social change.

The Center's programs and
activities include:

=

L

The Center provides criminal justice informa-
tion to individuals, organizalions and commum-
fies,

e Client I ; | Ref, !
As a referral and intake resource, the Center
handles over 1500 requests for inf ormation and
service on an annual basis. 'These requests cot-
cern issues of public detense, policing, correc-
gons, courts, legal rights, discrimination, ¢t

. |

Community education efforts focus on the devel-
opment and implementation of legal rights work-
shops, conferences, meetings, panel discussions,
speeches, Symposia, publication of a newsletter,
and prison seminars on employment discrimina-
tion and legal remedies. ‘These offerings are made
available to schools, colleges, public and private
agencies, professional organizations, prisons, and
community groups such as public housing rest-
dents.

@

Field placement activites provide internship
opportunities for college students of law, social
welfare, criminal justice, sociology, and other
arcas of study.

Support and technical assistance allow for the
provision of information, and the use of effective
strategies by community groups and organiza-
tons seeking to address problems of crime and
criminal justice policy.

]
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Over the course of recent years,
the Center’s more notable activ-
ites have included the following:

Annual Capital District Community
Conference (1991, 1992)

«  Over 50 groups represented in conferences
that focused upon significant crime and
criminal justice 1ssues.

. Over 400 participants attended from the
Capital District community and neighbor-
ing states.

Prison Legislative Conference

e  Three conferences werc planned, devel-
oped and implemented. These forums
have served as a vehicle Lo bring together
state prisoners, community groups, and
members of the New York State Black and
Puerto Rican Legislative Caucus.

Grant Awarded

«  Awarded a grant in 1992 from the "Holding
Our Own® project to develop and publish a
resource packet for female prisoners and
parolees retuming 10 the community.

Coalition for Community Action

+  Planned, organized and administered the
development of the Capital District
Coalition for Community Action Against
Racism and Violence (CAARV). CAARY
is 4 constructive community response to the
Rodney King verdict, and jocal crime and
criminal justice<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>