Statement of Qualifications 
from
Candidates for 2012 Presidential Search Committee

James Acker, Distinguished Teaching, Criminal Justice
Experience that may be relevant to service on the Presidential Search Committee is noted below.

School of Criminal Justice

2004-present

Distinguished Teaching Professor

1999-2004

Professor

2000-2002 Interim Dean 

1994-1999

Associate Professor

1991-95; 2004-06
Associate Dean

1988-94

Assistant Professor

University Awards and Service

Collins Fellow 2010

University at Albany Award for Excellence in Academic Service, 2006

University at Albany Award for Excellence in Teaching, 2003

University Budget Advisory Group (BAG 1-4) 2009-11

NCAA Certification Committee (Academic Integrity Subcommittee), 2010-11

University Strategic Planning Committee, 2009-10:
Undergraduate Education Task Force Co-chair

Graduate Student Support Review Panel (Co-chair), 2009

President’s Advisory Council on the Prevention of Sexual Assault, 2008-11

Selective Investment Committee, 2005-07

Search Committee for Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, 2005

Ad hoc Committee on University-Wide Governance (Chair), 2004

University Senate 1999-2000; 2002-05


Council on Promotion and Continuing Appointment, 2003-05


Committee on Ethics and Research Scholarship, 2003-05


Council on Academic Freedom and Ethics (CAFE), 2002-03 


Undergraduate Academic Council (Chair), 1999-2000

Search Committee for the Director of the Office of Diversity and Affirmative Action, 2001-02

President's Task Force on Diversity, 2000-02

University Police Department Advisory Committee, 2001-05; 2008-11

University Commission for Affirmative Action, 1998-2000

Paul Agris, Professor, Chemistry/Biology

Forty years of teaching, research and service at public universities including as Head of a Department, contributions to textbooks, 39 years of continuous NIH and NSF funding and 150 peer-reviewed publications, a half dozen biomedical patents, and the founder of two biomedical startup companies of which I continue to be the Chair of the Board of one, speaks to the experience I would bring to the committee. My academic experience includes participation on search committees for Deans, Department Heads and Chairs, and faculty. Experience with NIH and NSF provides me with a long-view for federal funding of research, and knowledge of people and process at the agencies. As Director of The RNA Institute and Professor of Biological Sciences and of Chemistry, I bring to the search committee the cross-disciplinary nature of science and technology entrepreneurship and education in collaboration with the School of Business, as well as experience in sustaining science on the campus and enhancing SUNY’s future as an economic engine for New York. Thus, I would contribute to the committee a long successful career of public service within institutions of higher learning.

Richard Barney, Associate Professor, English
As someone who has earned degrees in both the sciences and the humanities, and a scholar who pursues research in the history of science and literature, I will bring a broad academic perspective to the task of selecting a new president, who will inevitably face the challenge of addressing both sides of our mission at the university.  For more than eight years, I served as an English department administrator—particularly as director of graduate studies—when I gained an invaluable sense of the important role of graduate education for both intradepartmental and interdisciplinary education, including the role graduate studies in the humanities plays in supporting undergraduate education across the U.S.  I will bring that expertise to the perspective of the search, while also being keen to find ways to bridge what often seems represented as an unnecessarily divisive gap between the sciences and humanities.  I firmly believe that we can find the kind of presidential candidates who will bring UAlbany to a new stage of genuine multidisciplinary strength.

Susanna Fessler, Professor, Professor, East Asian Studies

This is my 18th year at UAlbany. I am currently a full professor in the East Asian Studies Department, where I teach Japanese language and literature. In my time at UAlbany, I have served as East Asian Studies Department Chair (2000-2005), Vice-Chair of the CAS Tenure & Promotion Committee, Chair of the CAS Faculty Council, Chair of the Committee on Academic Freedom, Freedom of Expression and Community Responsibility (CAFFECoR), Faculty Representative on the University Council, and I am currently the Chair of the University Senate (2011-12). I have served on sixteen search committees in my own department, and am well experienced in the search and interview process. Through this and other academic service, I have come to know many people across the podium in disparate disciplines, and have a solid understanding of the structure and operations of the university. A full CV is available online at http://www.albany.edu/eas/vitasf.pdf.

Richard Hamm, Professor, History
I have been at the University at Albany since 1990, rising from Assistant to Full Professor.  I have been Chair of the History Department for the last five years.  I would serve on this committee to bring to campus a dynamic leader who would focus on the core mission of the university:  the fostering of scholarship and learning.

Gary Kleppel, Professor, Biology
Dr. Kleppel is Professor of Biology and Director of the Biodiversity Conservation & Policy Program at the University at Albany. He received a PhD in Biology from Fordham University in 1979 and conducted post-doctoral research on marine food webs at the University of Southern California and, as a junior faculty member, at the Nova Southeastern University Oceanographic Center. Kleppel joined the faculty of the University of South Carolina in 1996, as PI/Chief Scientist of a multi-institutional, federally funded study of sustainable development along the coast of the southeastern US. He joined the faculty of the University at Albany in 2000. Kleppel’s current research deals with the ecology of grazing in human-dominated landscapes, sustainable development and agriculture. Dr. Kleppel was nominated to the Presidential Search Committee by a group of faculty and administrators who recognize the university’s potential leadership role in the global academic sustainability movement and who understand the importance of leadership by a president committed to that mission. Kleppel was a member of the Environmental Sustainability Taskforce created by President Hall in 2006, serving as chair of the Green Commerce Committee, whose mandate was to improve sustainable procurement practices. He currently leads the campus local food campaign to enhance the university’s food security and, through local sourcing, contributes millions of dollars to the State’s economy. Most recently, Kleppel helped organize a multidisciplinary effort to develop an academic curriculum and research agenda that will encompass environmental and economic sustainability at local to international scales.   

Vincent LaBella, Associate Professor, Nanoscience
I am an Associate Professor in the College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering, joining the faculty in fall 2002.   I regularly teach at both the graduate and undergraduate level and conduct externally-funded research in the areas of spintronics and electron scattering.  My record of service to the university includes being CNSE’s honors director, serving as a university senator for the past two years, and returning this year to be a member of ULC.  I also served on CPCA for two years and was elected chair of the council during my last year and was therefore a member of SEC as well.  These experiences in university governance have made me acutely aware of the full scope of the problems and issues that will face the next President of this university. I am very grateful and honored that I was nominated to represent the teaching faculty on the Presidential Search Committee and, if I am selected, I enthusiastically look forward to the joining my committee colleagues in this very challenging and important task.

Richard Lachmann, Professor, Sociology
I have been a faculty member in the sociology department since 1990. I currently am chair of that department. I have served several times on the CAS tenure and promotion committee and on other college and university committees as well. I am committed to revitalizing faculty governance on this campus and if elected to this committee will do all I can to ensure that the next president shares that commitment. 
Kajal Lahiri, Distinguished Professor, Economics
 I joined UAlbany in 1976, was prompted to Associate (1980), Full (1981) and Distinguished Professor (2005), elected Honorary Fellow of International  Institute of Forecasters (2009), and have been a frequent member of the nominating committee for the  Alfred Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences since 1994. 
I was an affiliated faculty with the Department Biometry and Statistics in its formative stage during 1989-2003, and currently hold a joint appointment with the Department of Health Policy & Management  since 1990. Also, I am on the Board of Directors of the University’s Center of Social and Demographic Analysis, and a Research Associate of the Center for the Elimination of Minority Health Disparity. 
A recipient of President’s Award for Excellence in Research (1989), Chancellor’s Research Award (2004), and Dean’s Excellence in Teaching Award (2006), I am currently a PI of a 1.1 million 5-year NIH grant on minority health.  
Served as the Chair of Economics department (1994-97), I have been a member of numerous department, college and University committees including UPPC, CPCA, BAG, Graduate Programs Review Panel, CAS Dean Search, and was elected by the University Senate when one member resigned in the middle to join the botched 2008-09 Presidential Search Committee. 
I believe the President in a university like ours should have proven academic experience and values, in addition to other qualifications that is expected of a chief executive of an aspiring world class institution. Thanks. 
Andi Lyons, Professor, Theatre
Teaching at UAlbany since 1982, with dubious distinction of being LAST chair of Theatre Department.  Through many years of assorted service, developed broad-based understanding of University-wide issues–including budgets, academic programs, faculty needs and expectations, professionals’ roles and accomplishments, realities of aging physical plant, and the concerns of our students.  Potentially relevant service highlights include BAGs 1, 3, and 4; two terms on URPAC (Resources and Priorities Advisory); four Senate terms, including Secretary (2003-06), and current Vice-Chair.  Also served on CPCA, Educational Policy Council, Student Affairs Council, University/Community Council, Governance Council, Undergraduate Academic Council, and General Education Committee, among others.  Three terms on CAS Council, serving on Committees on Tenure and Promotion, Faculty Development, Academic Support, and Nominations (chaired as Vice-Chair); and Chair of CAS Faculty Council (2001-02).  Have also served on many departmental searches and on search for CAS Dean. Professionally, served on national search committee for first executive director of USITT.  President’s and Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence in Academic Service certify stamina for committee meetings.  Finally, as an obsessive searcher, once found fourteen eggs where only twelve were hidden.  Both undersized eggs were returned to nest without harm.
Robert Miller, Associate Professor, Social Welfare
I am an Associate Professor on the teaching faculty of the School of Social Welfare.  My program of research examines the intersection of social work and public health as it relates to social determinants of health inequities among racial and sexual minorities in the United States.  I also examine social work practice and health affairs in eastern and southern Africa.  I hold a visiting professor appointment at Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia.  In addition to teaching in the doctoral program, I facilitated a Memorandum of Understanding for Academic Cooperation and Exchange between the University at Albany, State University at New York and The Addis Ababa University. 
I teach and advise MSW program students and chair social work doctoral dissertations.   Additionally, I direct the Research Training and Education Core of the University at Albany’s Center for the Elimination of Minority Health Disparities. I am also a member of the President’s Commission on Diversity.

If elected as a teaching faculty representative on the Presidential Search Committee, I will attend all meetings of the search committee; participate in all candidate interviews, including those held off-campus, probably in New York City, and maintain strict confidentiality concerning candidates in the search process.
Albert Millis, Professor, Biology
Dr. Albert Millis is Professor of Biological Sciences at the University at Albany and was Chair of the UA/CAS Department of Biological Sciences from 2002-2008. His scholarly research has been focused on investigation of mammalian gene expression and gene regulation is currently on the use of small RNAs to target disease dependent molecules and to deliver therapeutic molecules to cellular targets. In 2002 he received the “Inventor of the Year Award” from the New York Intellectual Property Law Association for his patent on “Compositions and Methods for Altering Cell Migration”. A specific goal of his current research is the creation of specific therapeutic reagents designed to block the process of cancer cell migration that contributes to human disease and metastasis.
Dr. Millis received the Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia), postdoctoral training at the University of Washington School of Medicine and was a Senior Scientist in the laboratory of Nobel Laureate Renato Dulbecco at the Salk Institute for Biological Studies . Dr. Millis is a founder of the Center for Comparative Functional Genomics, the Life Sciences Initiative and is on the Advisory Board of the RNA Institute. He has served as a consultant for the NIH. 

John Pipkin, Distinguished Service Professor, Geography & Planning
John Pipkin joined the University in 1974.  He is professor of Geography and Planning, and is also serving as Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.  He became a Collins Fellow in 2001 and Distinguished Service Professor in 2003.  His research and teaching interests have shifted over the years from analytical-statistical geography to the cultural geography of landscapes, urban design, and planning history. He served as Dean of Undergraduate Studies and Associate VP for Academic Affairs (1995-1999).   He been involved with University Governance and chaired the University Senate (2002-3).   Recent governance and search committee roles include Chair, Provost Search Committee (2005), member First Year Task Force (2008), member General Education Task Force (2010), and member and subcommittee co-chair of the University Strategic Plan Committee (2010).  He served on the most recent Presidential Search Committee (2008-9).   He strongly believes in the centrality of the liberal arts and sciences to higher education in the 21st century.

Karin Reinhold, Associate Professor, Mathematics & Statistics
I have been with the university since 1992. During this time I have actively participated at the Department and the University levels. Among my service activities, I have been a frequent member of the Executive Committee of the Department of Mathematics, and served as Undergraduate Director and Graduate Director; I have served in UAC and GAC, CAS Tenure and Promotion Committee, I have chaired UAC and in that role served in the Senate and in its Executive Committee. 

Higher Education is facing challenges never seen before. There is nationwide and worldwide re-structuring of colleges and universities. We need to find a leader with a vision that would make the university more efficient while strengthening its research and educational missions. The call for efficiency comes not only from the President of the United States but from the society at large that see the university the next place of radical transformation. The next president of the University at Albany needs to be able to move the university into a competitive position in the educational marketplace that is yet to emerge.

Morton Schoolman, Professor, Political Science
My qualifications for serving on the Presidential Search Committee derive from my experience at SUNYA since joining its faculty in 1980. For three decades I have had the privilege of working with exceptional faculty and students throughout all of SUNYA’s departments and disciplines as well as with those in the Department of Political Science. I have been keenly aware that whatever I accomplish in teaching and research is owed to the fullest complement of faculty, student, administrative, and material resources that the University as a whole has made available to me. Every department and discipline in the social sciences and humanities and many in the natural and physical sciences have contributed to the education of my undergraduate and graduate students, and in direct and indirect ways have helped to create and sustain a rich and dynamic academic environment having a positive impact on the development of my ideas and my abilities to present them in all types of scholarly venues. Hence my professional experience at SUNYA and its contribution to my scholarship and teaching has well qualified me to help develop and sustain our University in its most intellectually robust form. 

Charles Shepherdson, Professor, English
I came to UAlbany in 2000 and served as Director of Graduate Studies in English from 2000-03.  I am currently Director of the MA Program in English and will be Director of the Liberal Studies Program in fall 2012.  Prior experience includes appointments with the Henry Luce Foundation (1987-89), the Commonwealth Center at the University of Virginia (1990-91), the Pembroke Center at Brown University (1995-96), and the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton (1998-2000).  I have had grant support from the Luce Foundation, the Mellon Foundation, the NEH, the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, and Fulbright.  I was National Science Council Professor in Taiwan during my sabbatical, working to develop humanities initiatives across Taiwan and teaching at National Taiwan University.  As Senior Specialist in American Studies with Fulbright (2006-11), I worked to cultivate scholarly exchange across East Asia (Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, and China), and with the United States.  I served for six years on the Editorial Board of SUNY Press, and am editor of a book series with SUNY that has published 20 volumes.  I am the author of three books and my work has been translated into five languages.  The Presidential Search Committee needs informed and experienced representation in the humanities, with a national and international perspective that aims at making this university more academically competitive. 

Martin Tenniswood, Professor, Biomedical Sciences
Dr. Martin Tenniswood is an Empire Innovations Professor in the Department of Biomedical Sciences, School of Public Health. He joined the University at Albany in 2008, and became the Director of the Cancer Research Center in February 2009.  His research in prostate and breast cancer has been externally funded for nearly 30 years. He has also served on many review panels and editorial boards  and is currently on  the editorial board of the Journal of Biological Chemistry.  He has published 125 peer-reviewed articles and chapters. Since establishing his own independent laboratory in 1983, he has mentored 25 graduate students and 14 post-doctoral fellows. He has taught extensively at both the graduate and undergraduate level, including Freshman Biology and upper level Cell Biology and Developmental Biology for 10 years in the Department of Biological Sciences at his previous institution. He has spent many years trying to effectively bridge the divide between graduate and undergraduate education and research to provide undergraduates the opportunity to participate in basic research as part of their education, and to develop effective interdisciplinary research in the area of human health sciences. He is currently teaching the HBMS 505 Biological Basis of Public Health in the MPH program.  

John Welch, Professor, Chemistry
Faculty University at Albany  (1981-present)

Prof of Chemistry

Gastdozent Eidgenoessiche Technische Hochschule Zurich, (1989)

Universität Gastprofessor,  Universität Zürich, (1990)

Professeur associé, Université de Paris (1992)

Visiting Professor, Hokkarido University, (2000)

Visiting Professor, University of Valencia (2007)

Visiting Scientist, Max Planck Institute for Infection Biology Berlin (2008)
Member Faculty, Graduate School for Fluorine Chemistry, Berlin (2012)

Chair Chemistry (1997-2008)

Past University Service

University Senate (92-93) (95-98)

University Police Advisory Board(1997-2001)

Council on Research (1997-98)(2003-2004)

Research Liaison Committee(2003-2004)

Undergraduate Academic Council1992-1994)

Committee on Admission and Academic Standing(1992-19930

Committee on Student Conduct (1993-2006)

UPPC(2010-11)

BAG(2010-2011)

Master plan Advisory Committee(2011-12)

Past College Service

Council of Chairs(1997-2008)

CAS Computing Service Head Search (1998)

Life Sciences Building Committee(1998-2003)

Past Department Committees

Graduate ,Undergraduate, Finance, Instrumentation, By-Law  Committee

Professional Service 

Member American Chemical Society, Member Division of Fluorine Chemistry (Division Chair(1997), Secretary –Treasurer(1990-1991), membership Chair(1994), Member Swiss Chemical Society, Member American Society for Microbiology

Past Member Materials Research Society

Chair (1997) and Co-Chair(1995) Winter Fluorine Conference

International Advisory Boards: International Fluorine Symposium, Kyoto 2012, Valencia Fluorine Days, Spain 2012

Publications and Presentations

Patents and Patent applications >24

Books (Co-authored or edited) 4

Book Chapters 21

Refereed Publications >110

Presentations 

>100 invited lectures

>114 reviewed papers and posters

Students Mentored

39 MS and PhD

24 post-doctoral students

Kehe Zhu, Professor, Mathematics & Statistics
I joined UAlbany in 1988 as an assistant professor and became a full professor in 1995. In addition to numerous committees at the department and college level, I served in the UAlbany Senate and its University Life Council from 2006 to 2008. Since 2009 I have been the Chair of the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. I published 5 books and over 100 papers, directed 4 Ph.D. students, received several grants from the National Science Foundation, and was a recipient of the 2007 UAlbany Excellence in Research Award. 
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