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own sophism, and keep it on guard against the fallacies which
it practices on others , . .”

If we understand publication in the light of these remarks,
we may still reject the admonition of administrators to “publish
or perish.” But can we reject the same admonition when it is
the voice of common sense and of the academic conscience?
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THE MIDDLE WAY
Arthur N, Colling*

I have undertaken to hold the middle ground on this panel,
to represent the neutral and uncommitted who see the virtues of
two conflicting ideologies. My answer to the question of whether
or not the college professor is committed to publication is appro-
priately “Yes and No.”

We hold two common conceptions of the professor. Accord-
ing to one, which we typically associate with university life
and with European models, the major concern of the professor
is to advance knowledge in hiz own specialty. He attracts to
himself disciples and inspires anti-disciples. In the intellectual
give-and-take of university life, Truth advances by a kind of
dialectic. The professor ideally is one who grinds a new lens
through which to survey his subject, or perhaps adds something
new to the subject itself, either by an act of creation or by
dogged research. His lectures offer him an opportunity to test
his findings; the free spirits who congregate to hear him eoffer
challenges and, finally, applause. After a period of developing
his ideas and submitting them to the tests which the immediate
academic community can devise, he is duty-bound to publish
his mature, seasoned views. With luck, the trumpet sounds in
far-off places to signal his battle won; otherwise he faces new
challenges, further tests. For this professor, publication is less
a condition of employment than a condition of existence., It is
hig final and his formal cause.

But we also hold a second conception of the professor, one
associated with “college” rather than ‘“university” life. This
second idea of the professor identifies him with his teaching.
Instead of a radical, reorganizing and innovating, he is the
guardian, the interpreter, and the propagator of the cultural
and scholarly heritage, His lectures, delivered in the classroom
to those whose names are duly inscribed on a roster, advance
the knowledge, or with luck the understanding—even perhaps
the wisdom~—of his students. No one expects that a lecture on
Coleridge in a sophomore survey will break new ground for
scholarship. Hired to teach, this professor deserves to be meas-

*Of State University, Albany.
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‘ BAQK,FROM CONGO—~Dr. Arthur N. Collins with: his wife and family besxde steps
S eir home at 151 Seuth Allen Street, affer returmng this week from ninesmenth
* ' irip’ to:Congo, where e taught. The children are, front to rear; Leslie and Nlcholas; )
: twms, 1& Amy, A2, and Edith, 15. (’i‘mes»Umon Staff Photo- by Joe nggms‘} '
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‘posed terr

*nme-menth trip fo ‘that- froubled },and

Dr. Collihs, an' Enghsh pmfessor at mbany
‘State University, his wife, Mérion; an Albany

Edith,
year-old twins, had lived.in the

traops rebelied i some partsiofithe country.

Although - Lubumbashi - (Bligabethville) iIn

sotthéastern Katanga Province, ‘where fhe.
-Colling™ lived, was spared fxghﬁmg between
Joyal and rebel troops, the couple related how
tensions. there caused af least-one known’ case
of mutilation of a white seftler, a mass slay-
ing of whites by “tmgger-happv" soldiers, and
‘sabotage.

‘ Tense Tame :
The pemd surroundmg; the July 5 uprising

by rebel troops at Bukavu and Kindu, two

cities far from Lubumbashi, Was “tense——you
never knew what was going on,” said the
professor. . “The government controlled all

- comimunications, elosed the borders, informa-
tion was unrelisble and yeu didn’t know whet -
to believe. Rumors soread: wildly, some com- -
ing from our unsvmna’theﬁc nemhbors in

uOUth Africa”
A8 p.. eurfew was impesed on. whites m

Lubumbashﬂ and about 14 persons caught vio-

lating it were shot In one case, said Mrs.

Collins, even though ‘the radio breadcast ‘the
curfew would start at 7 p.m., not 6. Colling .

said he couldn’t:tell whether the curfew was
to, safeguard the Europeans or pinpoint where

they lived, since natives and Congolese troops -

were allowed o' roam the streefs at mg’lt

“Onice, about 40 white farmers were sum-
moned to-a meeting and when they atfended,
they were rounded up and jailed,” e con-

tinued: “This might have been done fer,them )

nwn cafe‘sy *But you couldn’t tell.”
Taught therature ’
Collms an Enghsh teacher at Albany State

 since 1951, taught American and English liter-
ature-at. the Qfficial University of the Congo, .

in Lubumbaghi, under a Fulbright scholarship
he eamed last year The chﬂdren aﬁtended a

ampdown on communications, seahngi “ to leave the Congo last July 16, shortly after

“the disturbances started. Air travel had been

sof the bord rs and wﬂdﬁy spreadmg YUMOTS
- s but no true danger in the Congo -
r Albany professor Arthur N. Collins and - tlosed toforeigners entering or leaving the

m family, who returned this- week from 2 litted July 13 or 14 for Sabena; a Duteh afr-"

- line, fo fly out Europeans from . Kinshasa
- k(LeapaIdvﬂle)

High School teacher, and their four chﬁdren, '
15; -Amy, ,12 and Leslie’ Arne and

. ;,_;Conbo since ‘last October; including 'a tense. - the-last’ mouth: tourihg Europe: E

‘three ‘weeks in July When mercenary-led

Vpreceded the July rebellion and apparently

the same fime in his home in the vieinity of

ot reports that reached ‘Ametica of cannibal-

. not wholesale if there was any.”

~hand: picked up one of them for a ride. “We
“had plegsant reletions and were never. person-
aily threateued " she said. “But you couldn’t

- aries -in. Tubumbashi ready to move i the

. of the major cities would have joined in the
. uprising, if the moment came,” he ventured,

" and revenge-minded, she said.

lated. “But there are 1o legrets absut eur
trip” ,

Th' amzly found, ﬁfzwltzes Whenx soiight
country since’ Auly.:5, but restrictions were

The backlog of about 901} Europeans seek-
ing to leave delayed their exit until July’ %, |
when they flew o Brussels. . They. have spent

Mutﬂatmn
Sahotage in Jurié in the Lubumbashl ‘area

was tied fo it, thought Collins. A*bridge and
power . line .were. blcmm up, and a European
who.may. have harbored two whites af about

the destruction was mutilated, ‘he reca]led
The; man’s ears and. fingers were: cut off.

ism . in. Katanga - provmee he said “this was

Mrs. Colhns calhn.g the Katangese people |
}“Warm good natured and non-violent,” noted
that troops were quartered close ‘fo the fam-
ily’s house and eccasmnaﬁy she ‘and her hus-

get ‘news in or out, and there was S(;are
act%wty’ by the government ”

Tron Never Hot' .
Collins added he felt there were mercen-

rebellion hit there last July. “Groups in éach

“butthe mement never came in Lubumbashi. »

The mercenaries still hold a key town,
- Bukavt, In the Congo. But they are known to -

- be frying to leave the country; and are rus- |

ning low on food and medical - sup:phes said
Mrs. Collins. She said she thought the 150-

180 mercenaries now believed. in the Congo |
.10 longer posed a threat fo the government.

~The Congolese are fearful, f:mgger—«happy

“We learned about most of the' terrers

“affer the danger was past,” her hushand re--
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THE CONGO LINE—Dr. Arthur N. Collins and Ins fanuly get together around
# map of Africa to check on Elisabethville in the Congo. Twins Nicholas and Leslie
Anne and Amy are in fromt; se¢ated with Dr. Colling are daughter Trece and ins
v ﬁ e Ws Marion B. Gﬁﬂms, (Tlmes—Umsn Staff Phote by McKinney)

Ibany Professor Conga—Beund
.To Do Something §5gm§amm

' o“'\'v
: By IiﬁC RIVETT ‘
i’;‘;iimes-l}mon Staff Writer

fuézﬁy thing  happened 10
N. Collins. on his way
of S’crasbourg

e e ey e

t&&g E’rovm V,‘(,}f the Congo‘
And mow i seems,” he said}
m@sﬁ: :xa»tural ﬁ:amg ol

Ct}llms a professar of
English at Aibanv State 1niver-
sity, thought he had run -into
o0 much competition for the
‘Fullbright lectureship at Stras-
Jbourg, '

“1 probabiy wouldn’t have
thought of Elisabethville my-
self, » Dr. Collins explained.
“But the State Department ask-

" ed if I'd be inferested; I was.
s a way to do something
significant for us and them.”

At Elisabethville, where he'll
teach Armerican literature, Dr.
Celling will be only the second
Fulbright lecturer. The fimst—

- a comparative literature man
who’s there now — has corre-
sponded with him.

“But he’s not particularly in-
terested in polities,” said Dr.

{Collins,

.at Alba@y High, and ﬁou:r chil-
dren—expect to gel sorme vaca-
tion en route and fly into Elisa-
bethville. “It’s the only reliahle
way t6.get there,” -said Dr.
“AL Ieast that’s my
u.npressmn from a TV special
1 saw. We're to have a brief
“ting in June in Washingion and
Pll have a better idea then””

The children will attend school
in Elisabethville, although the
only Enghsh school - in~ the
Congo is at Leopoidville, 1,000
hiles away. Dr. Collins feels
they'll adjust to the French
school and get a lot out of it.la

Dr. Collins, originally from
Cobleskill, graduated from Al
bany State with high honors andli
earned his graduate degress at
Umversﬁy of Minnesoba, He has
been on the Albany faculty since
1951 and is now ‘chairman of
fhve university honors commit-
ee

Did he have anry troubles with
French?

“So far I've satisfied the State
Department of my fluency,” he
answered, “although that was
on the strength of one telephone
conversation.”

He expecis {0 find students at
Elisabethville “on the same le-ji

. Collins,” so I don’t know just
what situation well encounter,
except that i must be sale or
Washmgton wouldn't send us.

vel” as at !Irihany ur‘he Ui~

versity was devised to meet}
standards of Belgium from the
start,” he explamed. “The en-|
rolbment ds. small because so
few students are gualified.”. |

Elisabethville parallels  the
University of Brussels; fhe uni-
versity ~ at  Leopoldville was
modeled on the. Umversﬁy of
Louvain.

Dr. Collins knows tbat Elis-
abethville is the -only African
city with street Hgis (fo ae
commodate  around the clock
mining activity), has dial fele-
phones, a pIeasant climate, and
a cultural level mt&haﬁ by
Belgians who. "made themselves
at home.” But there are gaps
in his knowledge, because there
is little literature abnﬂ‘t Elisa-
bethwville,

“I'm interested in the Whole
erucial situation of . irying to
bring Western education into
Africa,” he said. “I'm interest-
ed in finding out what they Te
frying to vzﬁo” S

Drs” Collins, who hvas never;
faught abroad before, hopes he’ll
be able to visit other paris of
Africa as a sort of freelance
cultural anthropology study.

“I' run the risk of divert-
ing -my interest,’” he comme',
ed. o
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APPARENTLY SAFE—Albany State University English professar Arthar N. Colhns,
his wife, Marion, an Albany High Schoel ‘English f;eacher9 and their four children,
clockwise from lcfi, Leslic Anne, Nicholas, Trece and Amy, are said te be safe in'
- Elisabethville, The Congo. However. no werd has heen heard from them hy relatives.

" Photo was taken before they left for The Congo in May 1966.

6in Aib@ny chmdy
Sﬁgd Sa?e in Cong

10

! An Albany State University professor and-his family are

reported safe. with all other Americans, in The Congo, accord-
ing to the State Department Monday, but relatives have not
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heard from thé family since the
Dr. Arthur N, Collins, his wife
Marion, an Albany High Scho«ol‘
teacher, and their four children
Trace, 16, Amy, 12, Leslie Anne,
and Nicholas, 16, fwins, have

-/been in Lubumbashi (Ellsabeth~{
;{wne) for the past year, Wherel
Ljoeis a Fulhmgnt lecturer at thel
Umversfcy of the Congo.

‘The city, in Southeastern &ai
tanga Province, is a current
trouble spol since mercenary
trools . led a rebellion against)

“\the Congolese government.
Mrs. HW. Buetow, of Burnij

Hills, Mrs. Collins’ mother, said
the State Department’s Congo
Task office “assured me thal

-ithey and all the Americans are
They were scheduled to!
Jlleave ‘the -Congo Sunday for Ge-
:neva but it -wasn’t known bv
1\ Washingion whether they had

safe.”

made the flight, she added. Mrs.
Buetow said she listened to news

.|{reports and had some apprehen-

sion as to their safety. .
Dr. Collins and his family were

on Springs,’

‘reached 2 fnend Charles Mil-
ham of Albany, ‘dated July 5.

fo spend the next few weeks|
-visiting Europe before re’mmmg
o Albany on Ang 27.

Meanwhile, both Mrs. Buetow|
and Mrs. Foster Collins, of Shar-|
the professor’s!
mother, said they have received|
po pews from the family since|
last June 18, when a letfer!

day hotilities ‘broke July 5

' that leter, C'o‘ll'iﬁsi- said he

was ‘‘disappointed at not being

able 1o leave the c1ty ” {hat he|

Lt

shared everyone else’s fears,”
and “the pohtmal events have

cast a blot on our last weekst

here.” He fold Milham not to

{write, - smce mall was “so con-

afusms;
Colleauges of Dr. Collins at Al-{'
Hany State said they Tave not|

heard from him in some time.

Collins has taught at the SC’EIO()J.’

since 1951
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