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Dial@gu.e • betwee1i.Whom? Aug._24,66 

1. rl'wo and a half week have passed since the Jonas letter was fihishi 

I have done very little on this topic since,exoept the imprtant 

trial with the Dialegue • .And though the lack of raspons~ on the_ . 

part of Jonas damped lll_!J. enthusiasm for a little while,it ~as n?t 

made a. real impact so~-tar.Of course,the proof of the pudding will 

be the reaction when he is here,and I cannot commit myself to any, 

tt1i:ng before I have undergone that•ordeal'in the true sense of th1 

word. . al 
I. the mean time I have occsionally _pondered a seero,ingly extern 

i:sue;who is to speak in such a dialogue?In fact,it is not entire 

ly external - the na·ture of the speakers may influence t~ sub

stance. And so I have·decided to use my we~l_pro~en t~ohn1que of 

associating on this machine for some clarif1oat1on.Other sources 

may be Howard,who .is due to-mor:row,and Jonas himself. . 

Lwhat I have so far dug up is no good.Julius and E1Vat6oras - well 

I even tho~1i1 of Abaddon - of Ego et Ille --: all no good. I must 

try to, break down• the problem by first aaking:!~.~e the part 

ners~ . . 
'a)aii ancient paradigms break down, unless I find a pair who ~a, 

confronted with similar issues in a similar age.'rh:i,s is qu1.tci 

unlikely,and I shall probably be donfined to the present.Now 

what in the present are the two to represent? 

This brings back a probtem,which I solved the other day,as 

it were,in passing.It concerned my partner,and_hia ro~e!I 

decided that he should not represent any definite position -

this will only create trouble and harmstr&ng me i~ the free 

flow He is to be no more than an 1ocoasion 1 ,giving me a obanci 

to, ~ve on,• to deal with' side issues', and especially to let 

matters rest.so my real problem is not:who discu~ses? But 

who is me? The pa,prtner will fall in place once l have de-

~ .. 
b)Now obviosuly I oannot•represent'any one,since I do not ar

gue for any established position.! really argue f?r myself, 

and in a way for- camus,but with reservations.Now is there a 

diagueee in which I can appear? 
In what'rele'do I appear? Whieh'side'of mine speaks there? 

"would going back to those autobiographical notes of 51 'be 

of help? 
Put it the other way around:in what role do I not ap

pear: as eoonomist,ashlan of action,as Jew,aa German_-thougl: 

of course all these factors have contributed to making the 

-lror who he is_ as does Mother and Father and the test 
spe~g , t · 
of my personal history.Sheets 23-5 of EXPLORATIONS con ain 

good material,though I rightly say there that I have not 

blken through as yet.But I must not let myself be diverted 
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into pVoblems of substance~Who am I that speaks? 
I talked several times of my'spiritual testament• - whQse testament?e 
I recently remembered my old symbol,reaohing back to 1914;,Moses on . 
~eeing the land but being prevented from en~ering it. 
In the present case the situation is somewhat different.It is not 
that I am being1 deprived 1 of something - rather would I feel an alien 
in that new country - perhaps this would also be true of Moses:(I 
hardly can speak as'Moses•!)No - it is the position of some one whe> e 
· · · 3!M3-e1

" 
11 1 1a·· ' r ... lJ. ves 'between the times'". I I belong I of c · . o an o world, a wor d 

~H di&& WR ~&a had·~~;"::eaning.\BOell says quite ni~ely:one cannot 
talk to atheists ... they always talk about God! )Only I 'realize that 
not only is God dead,but the whole world from whioh I come.And - this 
is rather remarkabl.e - I realize this without resentment.and even af-

•••:•';t;er;: ~•,n Ill' ~I JI I firm basically what comes w ou ,a· e e time, e.1,ng blindly uto• 
pian with regard to either the I unlikii ted possibilities 1,rnor the real 
dangers.Lf this position could be symbolized in a name,even if it 
were a constructued name - this might be the answer.J1ho else is therE 
who takes a similar stand? Karoly wa.s probably nearest to it, though ;, 
there was somethingµtopian in the 1 tonus' ,a.nd a tendency to underesti .. 
mate the dangera,with the result that it a.llQ:tme out so 1pat 1 .Bloch b 
utopian in another sense - he really is a dreamer and poet.if Mann- i 

' heim had pat solution)' for the real issues,Bloch never gets near them 
Paul a,nd Alexander were two' reactionaries' , tho~h of very different 
persuasion - ~ nas himself has not yet worked through to a•position•• 
J. may well help him, and we:pe it only in opposi ti<:m. .t'eople of greateJ 
distance will not help either - ~eoffrey,.llll,iot,uorkheimer,rtiezler, 
Goldstein - they all are I reactionaries• in their own ways.Funny -,~ 
is prebaly t~e nearest to my position - as it were1weighted in the e 
other direction: another generation and the1•efore nearer to the fu
ture,but as ibpen to ~he 'past•as is probably possible for his gener
ation. 
This•survey'ha.a not helped much as yet,but it has brought home to 
me why Jonas and Bo&,besides some'personal'readers,are the two with 
whom I debate there - a very funny co•pl~ - but for obvious reasons 
im_po:rtant 'touchstones•. 
Janus oocurs as a name.It is not what I need,but it points in a di
rection: I am looking for a symbolio name whioh expresses my' posi tio1 
Now'position•may mean many things - Janus points to my'historical 
place'.Is there a symbol for my substantive positi@n? ).llllllanenz Il 
It must not be a'big1wo:rd - modest and transparent. 
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Dialogue - Betwee~ Whom? 2 

Il.Sept.3.In the mean time much water nas flown down the Hadson.My 
ups and downs following J'onas' reaction have settled on a more or 
less firm resolve to continue.The next'judgea'may have an effepot 
on this,though I doubtl>Muoh more ikportant will be the success or 
failure :i.n solving the actual Dialogue issue - at the moment l 
take it for granted that this is only feasible form - in agresmeni 
with Jonas,wha.tever else is hidden behind his affirmation of this • 
l.Now there are ,~~-~veral' di~e 1_12£0jll.ems 

a)there is the issue indicated in the heading abovet~ho_l@!_l,_ 
and who discusses with me? 

b)there is the~ ,that is,the sequence of the discussion. 
.And it seems obvious that the oitline is not independent of 
who, is go;i.ng to discuss.'.Chus some clarification as to a) shoulc 
preceded furthe~ mulling over of the outline 

c) a third ~.ssue is the'level'of the Vialogµe. 1:rhere are two 
'limits':approximation to the'essay' and,on the other end, 
the .. 1loose!wri ting of the J·onas letter - almost a process of -· 
'free'na)llely unplanned association with many loose ends.Of 
oourse,it is easy to say that the true level is somewhere be
twe.en.Maybe,this too is not independent of the 1 partne1•s• .If 
my partner j;s colorless, the burden of exposi ti.on falls on me, 
incl.opposing points of view.If the partner is there in his 
owk right,the arguments san.'be distributed in the manner in
dicafed in the Jonas Critique Notes,sheet III. 

2.these deliberations seem to speak for pondering the'partner• 
issue,that ia,the topic of these Notes.At the same time,as the 
remarks on sheet l show, the associative teohnique is not very 
conducive here.The issue has aimila:d ties with finaJ.ng the righ 
title for a book - a problem of'Einfall'rather than of intellec 
tual'Bemuehung'.How many yea~s of pomdering had to pass before 
I spbled on OEK? 
Another m.ethlbd might be just to start with some set-up,e.g. 
myself talking to a yo'l,lll£' physicist who worries a,bout the re
sistance of the old.But my feeling tonus at this thought is ra
ther negative,and I can even say:why.~1hia wil~ compel me to 
consider seriously an opposing position - in itself a good pro
oedute,but one for which I am nottripe'.This was the beauty ofi 

:;:,-,' ,,ifii'' the Jonas letter, and the basic reason for its I coming off 1 
, that 

I could forget fl.bout anything exo·ept my own position and its 
,:, \ 

olarifioation. 3 

So -why not stick to this,by making the partner a foil?The anawe 
is:laak of focus.This is qu:iteobvious~f'n"tfie J.L.:it starts 
s?mewhere,an~ ends somewhere,mmv,ng in the meantime in all pos-; 
sible directions.can I find a focus when speaking to a 1foil,? 
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3.one thmng is clear at onoe:speaking to a foil permits many 
more answers to the'outline•issue.Even so,the outline of J.t· 
if, there is one,will not do.r.rhe dramatic effect of 'mit der 
i•letaphysik ins Haus fallen'is too high a price for starting,as 
it wre,with the 1highest level premises 1 .I somehow must work up 
to them,amd best from some concrete issue of'practice 1 .This 
brings•emancipation• - 'Atlas' - etc.back as starting point.Or 
the confusion of the age - what does it'mean'? 
a)perhaps the J.L. can help.I started w1th Metaphysics,but oame· 

down to earth around p.20 - avoidable evil - emancipation. 
ls there an inner logic which would go the reverse wa:ri 
{lJthe confused struggles of the Age on many fronts - their 

co1nmon I chiffre' : Emanci pa"l;ion - must now be explioi tly sub-
divided: . l t . · 
1.emano.from3Rl~fire:Eoonomios: ~i~a£Pfti~olution - taming of 

the unconscious - the new Art 
2.emano.from Man:sooial revolutions- anti-oolonillism -

new education - parity of llomen and children 
3.emanc.from Gods; Barth-Tillich-Hamilton-Camus 

(2;danger of utopianism - avoidable evil(an his-torioal oategor 
(3;danger of self-destruction: 

l..physical dangers: atom war(chemical war1 .... tampering •with 
genes - subliminal psychology 

2.super-cibllectivism~Mankind rather than Man) - possibly as 
a consequence of anarchy~ 

b)I stop here - clearly this is the outline of a''paper' ,perhaps 
not a bad one,but certainly it lacks the'openness'of a dialo
gue.rt streamlines section I - section tt,is already atream
lined,and will be more so when I mend its defects. 
(l)is this acqidental? Firs·t of all, the weight is now differ

ent - it lies almost exclusively on the •real'historioal 
issues,present and future.In the letter the emphasis is on 
ideas - remember the,possi0ly,diaproportionate space which 
is given to Camus.Is it easier to discuss'ideas•·than'facts• 
though this is not a fair distinction here1 Discussing mean
ning dialoguing.Perhaps I should try it after all,just to 
see whether there are any bloaks ,and where. 

4.Sept.11.'rliis is written in connection with the Notes on Jonas ar1 
Staud.~ritique(breaking off on sheet VI)I am pretty sure by now 
that j?.h,~J2_artner must remain a foil,and that the'focus'must be 

.. ~:~!!:!n~r ei:,:l\b; ~1~:e!0 a;:r; te:tf!e~f t:0
;::: ::: • ~~lf~;!n1 

along.But somehow all his doings are'loaded',namely as support • 
fro an argument that is set by me. 
a) so I am _back at the question:who am I?One promising idea in th 

foregoing refers to J.ANUS,that :iia,the man between the times b: 
looking in both directions.this is really the strength and we 
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DIALOGUE - BETW1UEN WHOM ? 3 
ness of my position,and is a quite general oharacteristios,muoh 
more so than'Immanentist 1 ,tRebel 1with Trauerflor,partisan of 
f!hnancipation,not to say:ATLAS,which I am not.Incidentally the 
title question must be left open until I have advanced further. 
'.rhis Janus idea helps me in my polemics'baokward'and'foreward'., 
It iaaposition of'distanoe'whioh is good.What l say here on 
sheet 1(2) about the absence of 1 resentment 1 and'utopianrhila' fits 
in well.All I need is a_symbibl which expresses this idea of'in --~ - ..... - "' - , - - ~ - --between'-· What historical figure held that position? Erasmus -

J\llo:qtai.gn(?) - Pascal - Mil11,how good the eomparison is between 
Mill and myself,ias far as the' position' is concerned! )-Tocque
ville ... ~oho('?) - J·ames(?) I am pretty sure that there are name 
from the end of antiquity, though l am not sure whe:tlier they meet 
the requirement of a positive attitude toward the future.MILL is 
probably by far the best among those 1nent~oned so far.But t·oah-1 
not do what H.iezler did with Aristotle - for this I am not enoug 
in accord with 1v1ills I substantive views.rwill -make sure whether · 
he ever used a symbolic namelperhaps a telling pseudonym.\Inoi
dentally,I should read some good .l."la~onic dialogue to test the 
possLiilit:i.es of the form;best those where the partners are foil 
This idea of a pseudonym actually used by, say ,1,1ill, l~rasmus, Toc
queville, is not bad. 
What abmut the Jews? What was the position of RAM.BAM? Are there 
other'wise•men? Is there a less ambiguous symbol for what I seek 
thanJAWIUS? It is qui:tJe inte~esting that Paul always delj to 'be 
'auf der Grenze',that is,a spgial symbol,whereas I look for a 
temporal symbol. 

December 11.I don't know whether what I write1; down today,is just 
' a passing fluke or a new beginning.Anyhow,in more or less abandon

ing the idea of a ~erman trip in May,I may have'vacated'the next 
8-9 months for a return to these concerns. 
1 had best bdgin with summarizing what happened since these Notes 
were wri tten$.tirst of all, Bob's entnusiastio response to the J .L. 
and his rejection of the Dialogue,coupled with the invitation to 
write letters to him.11·rom what was said here before,afte::r the dem:me 
of Jonas,he remains as the ideal "partner".And though with one excer. 
tion besides l.e~,,, ~he Dialogue idea was welcomedtJ,., s~o~~,,,<L~El.,J, .. ,Xi.~-~} 

I le:;!:'.."'.~.?., ~~n.1.:.Pernapa I can start out wah his lastbook, interpretiIJ 

l
f,"r,;, as I 

0
~~$\~tf~l;as a substitution of the science elite fox• the role 

of the J.!!Uifltiua:t with a special class monopoly and the need for a 
special moralityqand also'substitute metaphysics'.'fhis first letter 
might contain a rough outline of the whole,to be filled out in subse 

l quent letters~ Should he reply?'rhere are external difficulties in thi 
! because he is too busy w~th other matters and,probably ,not that in•-
" t t · f" · ·thiria else '.l.1he alter-'.1 eres ,ed in this entarprlse to sacri ice smme tb • · 
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l native would be that I imagine his answers,and thus ~reat him.as 
Ji my foil, as I have treated Helen 1l1aylor. 'rhe trouble w1 th this J.s 

d that I will discuss'issues whioh are far removed from Bob's thinkir. 
f such as' sanctity of being' ,prl!Jbably all' illuminatich11 issues.Still, I suiyss~ia1:~j1!im:g!x½ill2!;l!:¼9!zg,!~ilemicaily' as warning against .. 
11 fffe mm~rn overstress of"~ty~Mfrtainly should try -· only, 
ij thus can I discover whether his image will fi-re my imagination,as 

the - wrong - image of Jonas obviously did.And I probably should 
try the fiTst letter without bothering about an outline,though I 
can hardly continue without first having one. 
Deo.27,.Not much has happened during these more than two weeks.The 
other objector besides Bob to the Dialogue has withdrawn the ob
jeotion,but l might yet have a try with a Letter to Bob.And the 
passages in his last book from which I might take mybearings,are 
clear,actually the last three pages ::J,32-4.I probably will also fol
low the idea of putting down,as it were,the oberall outHne of the 
whole enterprise,oulminating in the notion of a new'clerisy'. 
~hus everyting is there •d except theimpetus to write. And contrary 
t~ the advice I gave a few weeks ago,just sitt.tng down at tlie desk 
will hardly do - I need some inspiration. 
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Reaoti0n to Jo:nas•Critique Sept.1,66. 
1.oa this memorable day of the Ju.lier - 34 years ~J - I am trying 

to take st0ck of what was the main content of the last two mo~ths. 
It may be useful to make explicit the variohs'maods• in which I 
responded to the responses and non-responses to my letter to J.It 
began with a profound disappointment about his total silence after 
,he receipt and the somehow curaoary)ll comments of Lore.I soon re
covered and awaited.the visit in equanimity.When it beoame clear 
that they bad come pp here exclusively because of the· letter - be 
it Neigung or Du.ty - the rest of resentment disappered.Now from 
the outset it became clar that he had not 11:seen the main motive 
behind my writing this letter to bim:ia it worth my while to spend 
time on all this- am I up to the ma:rk,never mind whether u he 
agrees with my position as a whole or aey parts.His interest was 
eaolaaively•sachbezogen*,and his opposition was aroused because 
of my anti-ontological stand,my' diaretard of his divergent posit
ion in the book - where is the'disoontinuity of emergence•to,be · 
plaoed,ii,, at all - and a, number of incidental statements whiohnd.r-E 
ritated hut.And up to the last morning the time was spent on ar-
guing out these points.As will be seen preaenily,the result of 0 
these discussion is very fruitful for me.Quite a number ot impOJ\,,, 
tan issues will have to be thought through again,g~ite apart @fa -
number of corrections - of substance and of formulation -which are 
beyond discussion. 
Still,the realg

00
~f~rtant part of the talks occurred yesterday 

morning as a pnof my direct challenge.And it is dimpotant te . 
gain a precise understanding of wnat'he really meant in his anawer0 

I must beware of my tendency to soften such blows by hearing more 
and other things than have actually been said - interesting enough8 

falsifying the truth in an op·timisfio manner.This must be avoided 
to the greatest possible ec,6tent. " 
The first - unfavorable - fact is his asking permission to go to 
~he john :fi!st.Legitimate fas su.oh a request is,I eannot help feel:. 
1.og that this Mottimer kam ihm sehr gelegen • .And there is no doubt 
that,wh.en he started to'' speak,the mode was one of hesita.tian.It 
may be good to list all reservations I can remember; 
1.it I were 53,he would advise to let the matter rest for the tmme 

being . 

2 .. the reemphasis that important sections need 'thorough reoonsidera-
tion,ooupled with the admissiom that this aan be done. ·r• 

3.the implied conviction - l do not remember from what remarks I 
draw this conclusion - that a systematic statement requires more 

4.fully ~onfirmed by the obvious relief when I mentioaed the Dia-.t~ 
logue form.though he himself considers a sta:b81Jlent whieh shows 

the umbilical oord,as inferiov(as does Iris Mijrdough).He probably 
understood the meaning of•dialogu.e' in the Platonic aense - not 
as a Gespra.eoh- between two only,and he might have been less en-
.Lt.. ... _,.! -.! __ ..J..._t: __ .L'L _ _ t 
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Now it is only fair to myself if I list the•positive'statements: 

l.he waved aside the question whether topic and gen,ral treatment 

was•oompetent',though - rightly ... referring to the response of my 

fellow eoonolllists 
2 .. he strongly favored the'OREIDO idea;provided th at one sees v~ue 

in that enterprise,whioh he is not quite sure 
3.,oonsidering my age,nothing oan be gained by•waiting'., 
It I am to'imtegrate•thesestatementa into a definition of his1£eel

ing tonus • , I would say: he did not f' eel quite comfortable under this 

ohallenge,but I don't think that his qualified approval, was only an. 

•mpression of'humaneness•.1 made it as easy for him·as one can to 

be mor• skeptieal,that is1 to express himself that way.It certainly 

was no enthusiastic endorsement - for this reason some ;$her re
sponsea(Bob,Hans,HildeJ are important - but hi.a .reaction does not 

stand in the way of continuation.,1noidentally,at the moment I feel 

tha:~J. should not show it to Nanda - she cannot help me in any po

sitive sense,that is,her praise would not si.lence what doubts I hav 

and her negative response might unduly blook me.Frobably1even less 

tha.~_Jonas,woul4 she be able to take a detached view,namely detaohe 

from controversial subsianoe.And this is exactly what l need.In oth 

er wotds,i wish that some one oame along xo sa.y:I fundamentally dis 

I 
agree with your position,but I am glad that you formulated it,and 

' I am co "fident that it wlill help in the discussion.This is not 

quite what Jgnas said,quite apart from his reservations - probably 

well taken - against the'originality•of the poaition.,10 both agreed 

that this itself is a minor cri tar.Lon. 
Speaking in terms of a Gallup Poll,I would have wished for a yes of 

75....soi,A;,but got.probably only 60,if' that much.I cannot know what thi 

will do to my unoonsoioue, considering ·that I probably have to leave 

it alone for 2-3 months if not longer.But at the moment I feel that 

I should return to it.I do not know whether the better procedure 

will then be to wr1 te a number of olarl.fying notes on the major oon 

troversia.l topics,or to start with the Dialogue,entering the oorrec 

tions as they- eome along.It is not a bad moment to infersperse this 

'fallow'perio!I.When I have noted down the topiee which need further 

elari£1cation,I really have come to a point where it may be all to 

the good to leave the matter alone for a while.I shall anyhow accu

mulate more reaotmons during this fallow period. 
Sept.3 In retrospect l realize that I forgot the most important re-

sponse,namely a total absenqe of response to the'Wurf~as suoh,.It c 

tainly did not 1hit 1him,and l,f it did the hit was negative.But this 

is more an indication of his atU tude than of the bas:i.c quality of 

my, thinking.Under t..his aspect Bob and Hans,esp.Bob will be import 

Jonas after all belongs to the'old•,even if he is open:not to the 

new,but to the we~nesses of the old.His dream is to mend these de

fects rather than to march in-to the new world as a responsible cri
tic but supporter.There indeed 'die Geister soheiden sioh' = 
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JONAS CR;[TI QUE 

II.The critical topics oan be subdivided: 
l.Epistemologioal problems 

(1) Erfahring versus !dee 

II 

I do not intend to enter into a substantive investigation • 
But in order not ·bo forget:the alternative itsJlf,in spite 
of its honorific anoestry,may - from nw poimt of view - be not 
so clear cu.t.My two oases of1illumination•may offer the best 
test ca.se~,espeoially since in the first I deny the'effabilit;y 
or(oonce~ability'of the e:xperienoe,wherea.s in ·1:::he second -
moral illuminatiin - I aase~ttwithout any proof so far)that 
we can know that the experienoe•means•.Where then does•intel'
pretation' start? What does interpreta.ticrn mean?Taking my true 
'primary experianoe•:m.v life li{ith Ottilie Loewe,was it an. 
'expe:rience•tbat I was'alone• ,or an'interpretation .. Is the woro, 
'alone'in this context just a'cry":representing•the experience, 
in a non-contestable manner.or is it an interpreta:tion open ta 
'discussion• and an alterna,tive answer? Jonas threw doubt on 
the experiental nature of thetunappealable death sentence' -
leaving alone the allusions which'sentenoe•imply and which 
are indeed an interpretation• is knowledge that I must die 

J an 'experience' or ant• idea'? 
j )is the'logioal. chain.' :Human = Good = Content of the ,?ught et,c. 
i oorreot? Is it a oirole o:11 a tautology'? .. 1::~ i'.~k- q.,,,,44~1, 1 

:' 

;2.Substantive problems:(I note th.am in a random man.net - there mliy 

\ 

well be a hidden I ordert) 
(1) is Indiffemeo really the supreme Evil? Do I use the ter.m 

~ 'indifference •here in the same meaning I speak erlier of the l indi£femoe of the Universe? 
i/Jwhere to pboe•emer-goe•? .Amoeba or Man? Is there more than· 
f · one•great revolution• - this might compromise the issue, thougblf 
f L do not see at the moment what au.oh a oomrpmise woul.d do to 
•f my Dllalism.,andto all what I say of'eybrid man' etc.' 
} the :role of ·l:he. •non-moral'in the HUM.AN,olit even in the GOOD -
I the :plaoe ot virtues -•insigbtt as a virtue 

, \ )is it true that the m0ral task is only•negative• - GOOD as an 
autonomous growth 

· Solidarity to¢ narrow a de:f'ini tion o:t· the •substance• of the good 
•· It is jtself an•attitude' no'substanoe' • .And it overstresses~?) 
t _the'sooial'aspeot of iJ8e GOOD • 
J 'my treatment of'indifferenoe•of the Univetse has a'pessimistie 

l
. slant,in spite my reference to the 1teitenden Boten' - should 

be oorreoted:the mm warms,even if the earthquake devoures. 
J.tl'Ywhat happens when we have overcome the'emergencytsituation in r . Ba,con• s terms,namely abolished all avo:i:dable evil?Is there 'Ilfj1 

oaitive task beyond,whioh can be indicated now?(I am ineli:r , ' 
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to decy such a possibility,though l:>arenity etc.offer a.'Vo:ri
ahnung' • 

3.a classification of the 7 substantive issues is relatively 
simple: 
(1) with the exception of,1) and{6) they all belong to my 

section II:dou.bts and expansions of my treatment of the 
ought.In some oases I feel little•committment• to the po
sition taken in the letter: (3),(4),~5).I am open to re
examine (1) and(7J/In other words,as I can see it now,no 
fundamentals a~e involved in these controversies ooncel'
ningETlIICS 

(2)It is different with the 1 emergenoe 1issue,beoause it in
volves my enti:re 10osmologioal 1 soheme.At the same time -
which is good - there I hnethe oppmsing position right 
near me.I certainly must come to terms with Jonas'p]i,sition,.J: 

\ 

And I will hot hide behind the backs of the mioro-biolo- ' 
gists - they would anyhow.deny my peeition too. I 
Q,uoiting lfamil ton,I am.. aJLttee.dy willing to @.dm:i.t that some- , 
thing very important happened _with the amoeba •· separa:bionl 
of an'inner'from an'outer•world - self'-defenoe of its bio
logical integrity etc.What I must study is whether allthis 
ooncerns'esseatials'fo~ the human prob 1 em s,namely 
for what is 1aufgegeben1 to him.He anynow cannot do(muchR 
about his biologioak baeda. 1l1herefore Jonas•metaphysioal• 
propositfonsithe amoeba is the beginning oftfreedom•will 
be in the center. 

II.From this my working program can eas\i£y be dewived,.It wiJ.l in ... 
deed be necessary ·to clarity issues I(l) and 11(2),before I can 

do anything else.I have the 1material 1for II(2)at JJa,nd - where and 
what is the material forJ.(l)'? 
Another task: to be performed before I return to writing oonoeri:1 
:Chllse ~~i,.j~~LJ~~= i;;"-"~""' sh~~t.El:9JA~J:.Qj~hioh 
offer, themselves a,s possi'Site cand!'ates for inolusion.Bu:b above 
a.11,r must oome to a decision what the weight is to' be,{l,or ra
ther how the •weight'has :eo be distributed betwee:n'phi.losopl)y' 
and•politios•.1t would be nice if soemthing were_ to ocour ·to 
me oonoerning the'dialoguers1

e 

l.Sept.2.In this connection two pieces of reading are relevant: 
Bob's new book and Lioh.tman's Toward Comrnunity(Santa ~arbara) 
The latter is not really interesting, but - by omitting to dis~ 
ouss i tl he brings home the basic question of all 'reform• : 

in other worde,who haG taken over 
#1111l1Yt11 'jl'P J fllilllMWli!lli>'>l~-'l 

ate'? Bob's answer 1s:1;he scientific ------8 - n ee er m nority who 11owns11 the newly relevant· 1 

"menas o~ production" :knowledge and know-how. And Bob ends wi tll 
the.warning that mere expertise is not, enough,and that we mu:s 
begin ~oday with preparing what is required :besides. - \ 
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JON.AS CRITIQUE III 

2. It is at this point that I come in.~"" no~~ 

~~~~~ .... S1.s>..\tJ£.~..,~.£ .. ~~~ .... 1?:.,:~ltle7Is not my whole 
enterprise concerned with elaborating these rules? Not only in 

the apeoifio sense of the'clerio'issue,that is,of the moral· re-

l\ quire::ients of the n?w power ,holders.But in a broalli:er sense:J!~l...i 

'.! 1lE;~e~10rFJ.1 .. ~;~ ... 1r .. ~~-~.! ,.;~?.!!t11,!~~~-;~._!~~~ ... ,,.,~~~~r 

I 
)l 
I 
I 

a is roa er range ino u es · _ 

(1) the plaoe of Man in the Universe - Life and Death 
(2) his historical task:Elmancipation · , 
(3) the significa.n.ce of the 11aesthetic 11 sphe:re -. serenity 

l 4) the moral realm - "Will" - Good - Evil .... Ought - !lluminati'i) 
- "limits 11of free decision imposed by the pa.st\Simmel pro
blem, "eitruotural11obstacles) 

b) the li.st is not meant as exhaustive - for act di tions see the 

various 1:.i,sts in ElXPLORATIONS.'l'he question is whether this ap

proach yields a 1 £oous1 .Moreover it may help to determine who 

spekas · and to whom? Obviously I cannot pose -as_ a menil).Elr_.<:>fthe 

ne~" e;i ~e, _though I -~5l t~. ~~vi~~re~;'IW'"'ftW~'partrie'it"'a' 'memb;r? 
, TheobJeot'ions''•"are''''olvrc;;rrr·rshape.;,i t tha,t way,1 cannot use 

my partner as a mere foil.Hut it may be worth examining whe
ther the viewpoint thus imputed to the partner is perhaps i 

broad enough not to blook me.Jot down preliminary items of 
agreement and disagreement'; 
(lJ.Agreement 

l.we are alone in a diagnostic sense 
~.donjuratio 
3.fight against avm&dable evil - J:!ananoipation 
4.non-metaphysioal basis o:f11ought 11 

l2JDisagreement · 
l.Death? 
2 .. Camus' 11limita 11? 

l 

I 

3.Man or Mankind as subject of J:!.omancipatilin 
4.the'non-pragmatictspheres of. experience, Serenity - 1llum 

ination as basis of the uught· 
the content of the 1good1 :the meaningofnwe"\see point 3) 
- the structural limits - the 1virtuea.t ... what lies beyonq. 
1 emergenoy• 

6.knowledge and action 
7.autonomous and contrived •orde:i1 

cJI have before me the Sils Notesl~heet v),where a similar idea 
is mentioned,though then the fo;rm was still that of the Let
ter.I was then thtnking of a 11young natural scientist".Conai 
ering the.AMOEBA probtem,it might now be a biologist • .And the 
•motive'that then brought this man in touch with· me,wijs his~ 
concern about the'reaotionary•attitude of the older generat
ion.My task would be to create the higher•synthesis',with a 
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defin.i. te bias in f avo:r of the partner: the a:rguments of the 
•old•appear as nwdifications of-the•new'. 
If I am willing -.and ableJ - to grant the ·partner an inde
pendent standing,this might not be a bad way.I am afraid,it 
will require more 1advanoed planning'of the dialogue that may 
be good for its free flow. 

VERY IMPORT'l!NT: I have totall !i-~~~~~~~~il}," s ohology in my ~fr:·~~~ - excep e bried refez 
ende perso equa on on p.4.the issue probably be-
lomgs to the discussion of•struotrual obataoles•to moral d~ 
oision.) .Another OMISSI0NW±~J.~p,g;t:JL . .. i!.l.ih~J;x' i11 

d)how would such a set,;..up af'1eot the title 11ifalnle of the ' 
discussants? 

3.More important:this approach would present the entire enterprise 
as an aljernative to Ma.rx .. 'l1he~~ould be specified, su.'b-
tm:tuting ~a;irii"'tnJe"'oroactest sense for the pro-

letariate vindication of Veblenl The difference 
from v.a.md Marx would be the skeptical evaluation of the new eli 
teas suoh,and the demand for their 1refwermation' as a new oler
gy.(this would fit in well with the new cosmology) 
a)it is qui:te s different kina of 1class' .rt is by no mean~oloaec 

by social arrangements.Nor does it carry an egalitarian illus
ion ascbes the proletariate .. It is a definite hierarohy,open in 
prinoi ple to all . who are' gifted' enough9£!,~ .... ~~.j.J1,,,:1i!~t' 
~~~:_,,~~-~~1;.2l?~.!,,with the moral devise;Noblesse 
00.1.ige. 

b)but even if :fille moral problem were solved,the struoture of suot 
a society would be utterly different from all demooratio dreame 
Everyting for jhe people,but little by the people.This 
combination of 'minority rule'with'openness' has similarity wi"I! 
the theocratic aspects of medieval society. Are these issues 
which sould oome up in the ilialogue? 

o)what"attracts me to this 1slant 1is that the political issues in 
widest sense are oomong to the fore~without crowding out the 
'non-metaphysioal'ones.Of oourse,thna slant :may deA1nd quite a. 
different beginning - one muoh•nearer home', .. The partner's Eigen 
staendigkei t woul~ show in his starting with a question, that is1 
se:iJting both tone and content.one thtng must be retained from I 
the p'.t'eaent start:it must be a'bang•,rt might be a passionate 
complaint about the laok of support of the Sliots eto,an accu
sation of trahison der olercs.(it might present a nice chance 
for later con-trasting these'oleros'with the new clercs.)What u: 
mattens is the substance of the st~t.And,in the absence of an
other Jonas letter,! would have to draft an•outline•. 
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JONAS CRITIQIB~ IV 
Ul.Sept.4.By accident I stumbJ.ed upon CoJ.in Wilson•s OURSI~ER. 

The book is now 10 years old,but I could not have found it at a 
more opportune time.In a way it pr~cedes • and larg~ly expartds -

· Friedman, 8 Problematic Rebel. Its importance for me_ is twofold. 
rt adds important names and books to my 1roster 1 :liesse(.Demian and_ 
especially steppenwolf) , Shaw( l'.keth:l.salem) , Blake, T. ~. Hulme, Specula- , 
tions)and even the last Wells(Mind at the End of its Tether). 
secondly his stress on the pre-rational,though it seems to me ·e 
badly oo~:f'used with'ideae' .He'knows•much more a~out ·the•oontent• 
of serenity than I ,do,inoludes all sorta of religious do~s etc. 
As to the'poaitive'aspeots I am probably much less'rpmentio' -
in this respect his attitude is not so different from Friedman • 
But critically I agree with much,a.nd I marvel in retrospect about 
the response the bool< found wnen it appeared. 
But the main thing reading this book has broug~t home to me,is .
t11e need for clarifying,first of all to myself, the'nature of 11\Y 
position• • I must try to do this while still here - it may re
veal not only"why I am so clever11 ,bµt rather contradiotions,laou
nae efo.whioh had better be handled before I go muoh further • 

1.Aroong the points I share with Wilson is his rejection of the'ob
jeotive•approach in'philosophy'(he goes however much further in 
his typical opposition to suoh thi~ing generally,with the us~al 
bias against Soience).TM.s is paralleled with his emphasis on 
•intuition 1 , which however climaxes in the ridiculing of' action' 
in favor of'oontemplation'.He rejeots 1 objeotive metaphysics all 

~p::kx~UDJIJ[XUDX right - ontology - but he puts the o on tent 
; of his intuition in its plaoe:Aljosoha'a awakening - Ramakrishna' 

vision eta. 
a)nmw this raises the first question a.bout my position,namely 

the'nature•of my'illumina.tions',or rather of that wbiQh is n~ 
luminated.J·onas assured me tha·t; I stay within 'inunanetism' ,so 
long as I confine myself to 1psychologioal 1desormption.I am no~ 
happy with this· answer.~@.,;zr,~«d~!!,ti1!~-~~o~ betwe~e;fl' prd:inary~ 

d' extra-ordinary I expi:erences introcfucei{ smrtl. l;i5ri~~ans-
ace y fie ac no o 

ese two types of experience diiff'er as to content, but also 
in the manner in which they are'acquired'and by whom.'J:here is 
a radical democracy in bhe ordinary experienoe:every one seems 
to have it. And there is an I active' element in acquiring them·~ 
one can go out on the search for them,though of course,they ca 
not be•made 1pure and simple - something must 1ba.ppen1 outside o 
oneself.In contrast the'extra-ord'experiences seem to be'arist 
cratic' - a point wh c nee s furt er s u y:oan one'learn'hav~ 

•in;them? Moreoever they are beyond all'making' - this is the 
psychological root of the •contemplative'interpretation. •u 
A third roint concerns their'effability•.m have so far argued 
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as if there were a gulf between the eff'ability of ordinary 
?xperienoe and th? ineffability of the Meaning 1 of serenity, 
though I have insisted that the meaning of the ethical il
lumina-tion can be articulated.Something is wrong there. 

2.Sept.11 - last day in K.1.IYI themea.n time Hans was here.My'diary' 
Notes contain the personal aspect of the visH - here tne quite 
considerable return for my work is to be set down. 
a)in spite of violent opposition to my•cosmic'views the response 

in toto was much better than that of Jonas.Ur I should say:ther 
was a response to the total ida,an intuitive understanding 
what this enterprise meabs,quite apart from an· content.And by 
no means only ~nder the'private 1 aspect: 'jeder grosse Gelehrte · 
aoll te seine ,;-rundan,schauungen auf diese weise niederlegen'. i 

l'his was climaxed b;ihis true enthuliiasm when J. read to him that · 

piece of a .Jialggu.ei- jetzt habe ich erst richtig verstanden, 
um was es geht.A.11 in all, a real encouragement,and another con 
firmation that the add[.essee of the Letter is really not the 
best possible audienc911·wo more 1 respondents 1must be heard,but 
their verdict would helve to be truly devastating to make me 
change my mind,or rather my feeling,that i should continue. 

bJNow to Hans critical comments on the content: 
· (l)on the surface it wqs similar to one of Jonas'pmints,namely I 

protest to my isolating Man in the Universe,and my•reduci•g', 
Nature to a secondary place.But it was not so mu.ch a criti
que on the poin·t where I draw the dividing line - Man versus 
ttotal'Nature - as it was with Jonas~- there lives in Hans 
a truly mystical feeling for the unity of the world,animate 
or inanimate.Moreover,and this opens another vista which had 
een touched only in passing by Jonas:a protest against the 
ega:tivism'in Nature in favor - well,the sancUty o!,,~~!:~11:f• 

2)here now I touch a really fundamental poi~":t"s· :fnre'r-
esting that Hans brought it home whereas Jonas,who may well 
have felt the same when t1e reproached me for having emphasi2 
ed the'gloomy'side of the action of. the cosmic forces. 
vvhat happened,and what is a most important realizafion,is 

, that I wrote that Letter in an exclusively'existentil.alistt 
\i mood.It,Jis indeed an ex~rme formulation,in which - as in 
\ Camus( who r&lly dominated me while I wrote this) - the ab-

1, surdity of the Universe and,to use a short-cut,mlie'beauty• 
experience are both there,but utterly unconnected.In Sils I 
knew better,when I devoted so much space to the sanctity of 
Bei.ng,to its relation with the Ought,the jarring inter:relat;;: 
ions of both etc~What happened that all this was somehow be
yond my vision when I wrote the Letter,conaidering that wha,j 
I wrote in Sils waa by no means a discovery,but is old hat 
from the early days with Alexander?How this total blocking o 
~ut? 
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o)now this is,of course,easy to' mend.But the problem lies else 
where and is muoh more serious.I indicated it already in Sil 
though I was not aware of the scope of 'the difficulty. 

(l)obviously I waa 1honest 1when I wrote that letter,and one 
can also not say"that I somehow •oberlooked' an issue,as 

it happens in 1objective'writings,11he view on the other 

world was blacked out emotionally - it·simply wqs 1over

shad9-:0wed'by the Camus view.I was ·that person when I 
wrote this.But the fact is that I am also another person.· 

P,nd this is dir.'f'erent from I contesting' an <,>pposing view, 

say,the metaphysical-ontologieal approach.At the moment 

I am rather unwilling to concede anything to this·view

point;,B\lt it may well be that·1 grow 1mellower 1 and try to 

find some middle ground or what not.•11his is something 

quite'' different from what is at stake here.I never'for

got'the ontological view.But I'forgot 1 the sanctity of be~ 
ing though - different from the ontologocal view - I am 
a.ware of it and affirm it - if' I am aware. 
But it is still worse;! am not sure whether I would have · 

, been able to write the letter,and with the'punoh'it has, 

had I been aware of this contrasting :feeling .. -$nd be it 

~ said at once: this is in all likelihood just one example, , 

even i:C a rpather essential one,£or suoh1f'orgetting' of 

the'opposite'.In the course of the 't[Ork,possibly again 
stimulated by critical reactions,other such blallked-out 

vision may reaapearoMd 13.ga.in it may be true that I would 

have been para(ized had these views been open.What does 

all this signify? 
(2)Clearly it PJints ·to something1 subjective 1whioh far trans 

cends the pesonal equation. The latter· is supposed to be ; 

to formulate the character indelebilis in all its lirni ta

tions, perversions and what have you.But it· is supposed tc 

.. ~ be I permanent' and' total' • What happened ~;H:.E'r l~~ is 
• ] that a'fleeting' 'Md' . rti •Lebens ef'uehl usur ed the 

·\ vision.I ow can gu-ard myself against th s, w out 

, !:fog back into the position of Buridan' s ass? 
And be it rto·ted:it is primarily not even a question of 

being'fair' to the''object' - also an important aapect.,:lei:r 

First of all,I want to be fair to the'subject• - if the • 

enterprise is to establish a weltbild as seen through a c 

temperament,at least this'termperament'should be reflec

ted in its totality. 
d)One can say that'time'will be the gt1ardian.My'moodflt,if thl~ 

is the word,change,and th~ the vistas.If I wait long enougl: 
all the esswntial vistas will open up,permitting the proper 

balance.so will be the critique I receive - my critiques re .. 
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presenting other parUal vistas.Jmd at the moment it seems to 
me that these are really the only two safeguards - that tnere 
is no•systematic'way to solve the- p:oblem. . 
~t any price ]must maintain the attitude of_list~ning $~ the 
, , f' my interior•.My reason - not my 1l1sten1ng d.evise -voice o . . 1 • , · l t 
must know that the'counterpoint•to which I l sten is incomp e e 
Now the Dialogue form will help a ~reat.deal.Not ~rly can the 
interlocutor bring up the al ternatl.ve view - the ~ose form 
makes it possible to intersperse ev~n afterwards what was over
looked to begin with.,.As an 0xample,_,t might be possible for 
Twagoras to raise the que~sion of the saontity-of Being,after 

\ 

I hfve q __ ui te one-sidedly stressed the other vi.· ew • This will oom-, 
pelf me to modify,but there is no @arl'll in starting,as it were, 

. w!L.th exaggeil:'a;tions, if only they are modified i,.., "''· . i of . 
the process • 

e)Summa.rizing I oome to the following results as to the technique 
of handling this problem; 
(l)oollect the ideas in all the Notes which are relevant,espe-

1} cially in the Sils Notes.I may find there more'oomplementa 
\I vistas. · ' 
~ \2)it may be neccessa:cy to include also vista.a which I myself 'l do not hold, that is,positions which are worth while refutin 
• or critioizing.Consequently,I should probably show parts to 
( respective•experts' and provoke criticism.Al together th(;lre 
·· ia little po:J,emics in the Letter,exoept incidental remarks l which could well be omi,tted.This should basically remain soo 
,f :;~ of course, there are exceptions which m~st be taken oa:rv 

~ (3) at this point tl1is problem is ij.oined by a more general one: 
how to break down the ma.as to be handled,which is equivalen 
to saJing:I must have an outlfne .. 'J.'here is mu.oh mulling over 
_.,, this problem in these Notes and,espeoialli,in EXPL0RATIO 
~~ will probably be wrong to try tot improv¥n th? ideas as 

t t din the tietter.such iDprovement may not be independen 
~/\:0 Outline, that is,of the manner in whic~L the fu~dament 
ideas are ·to be applied.And after the problellr,,f'form seems 
to be solved for better or worse,a survey of t~e content is 
the most urgent task.I know that even the outl:J.ne.of 0~ 
changed almost up to the end. so it is no·t a question of lay 
ing down the le.w for all times.Bu7 I simply cannot write te 
without having a irovisional outline. _ . 
I k nd x-estated it yesterday in my personal Notes, what. 

now,~ 11 ti . , batract the big issues are:PhUosophy v.,rsus P~ 'cs -~r 'a . 
versus'ooncrete•;the personal equation,the clerics perha 
as the'goal'of the,qhole enterprise 
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JON/ASK' STAUD. CRITit)UE VI• 
(4)'I just saw(EXPL.22(2) an important passage,relating to my 

'discovt• ry'of the Dialogu.e:I could not have done H so lon 
a.a I did not knmw what the content was. Does this mean that 
I shall have to write more letters or expositions of.the 
ideas, before 1 can transltate them into the Dialogue? 'rhis 
may well be so and creates another difficulty.Well,ol).1.y 
practice can show,but it is good to be warned. 

3.Sept.12 - last morning.All the time I wanted to write down some 
points in which I distinghish myself from representa:ti ve ideas 
in the history of philosophy - one of the reasons why my point· 
of view is both eclectic and,in a way,original 
a) here are three aspects of importance 1' 

(1) Im1naif.'tism versus 'rranscendetism, that is, Plato 
( ) 

1 
2 iotivism versus contemplative living ,that is,Luoretius 

( 3) Intui tionism versus ~ Yoluntarism, that is, B1xistentia 
lism · qz.C\M {y)('\/1\_V,,-vv\, 7: 

) scname . . . 
b the BBl!!!DDUI works,since I share with each opponents two chara, 

teristics 
(1) with Plato:Activism and Intuitiviam 
(2) with Lu.orezius:Immanentism and Intuitionism(?) 
(3)with Camus & Sartre:Immanentism and Activism 

)on the other hand,time honored ideas:Revelation - Eschatology 
- Gotteskindschaft. - original sin - even God turn up in modi 

fied form 
. (1) God as· omnipotent power 

(2)Revelation as Intuition and illumination 
(3) Esachatology as Fight against avoidable Evil 
(4) Gotteskindschadlt as my conception of We 
(5)0riginal Sin as ,A,nti-Utopianism and Finitude 

d)what is lacking is naturally all ideas bound up with transcen 
dence and Ontology 
\1) Incarna-tion - Resurrection - "SUccess Story 11 

\2) Platonic Ideas - "Essences" 
(3) Monism - Rational'sYstem' 

e)I dotllbt that this list exhausts the issue,but I quite like it; 
At one point I should bring this parallelism eat.into ~he ope• 
I m:i.ght even reflect a little more about this - there may be 1 

a clue ta the Outline' in the arrangement of these 1 pri.nciples' 

! 
Some other ~principles - less fundamental,ones - need further 

,_·_ consideration:Freedom-Order as a' relativetG-estal t - autonomou 

\ ~=:: :~tr~!.::~:: :~P~:=~c:r•~:i!: ;;:1;:~:~.,. 
l \is in some.~anner implied in o (3)) 
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4 0 Sept.17.Back home I want to add to the foregoing an important 
consi9-eration.I have:r.epeatecp.y,said to m~self - ~t the mommmt 
I am n~t sure how much bf thjs has found its way into these or 
other Notes - that I am a typical -~rani tion 'person - well, my · 
comparison with Mill pointed in the same direction.Now i.t seems 
important that I am aware,and even menti?n_it in t~e Dialog1.1e 
where it fits,what th~~ features ax~etray rue as such a ' 
'Man in between'. r-t~ft"~W~lffi.~W~f'tfi,lfjj'~~11.r-~\lfJ~if-

,4et~:~~~~mlflff-t~atures: definitely transitional ones, which 
are likely to disappear even if all goes well - and certain'un
fash:l.onable •ones which may disappear to the de·treimen.t of the 
future develoment. 
a)transitional features: . 

my stress on'being alone' .It is quite amusing to realize in· 
retrospect that my polemics against 1 eolipes 1 , 1 exile 1 eot. 
in a way hits myself.The very emphasis on this being alone b 
betrays the past when something else was believed,hoped or 
what have you.J!'or the truly 1rnodern 1Man his'loneliness 1 is 
so much a matter of course that he will hardly start out 
with this emphasis 

(2ipwrhpas the same is true with my 1ambivalence'as to Death. 
The horror of'non-being' is related to a very special con
ception or exp~enite of 1being' ,the loss 011l:. which is felt as 
intolerable 

-~the concern with'we'as something not obvious again a consa
~uence of an'individualist'past.~I will presentJ(y show that 

this is a subtle issue,in which also the second type of 
features enters). 

bJ 1unfashiona~e 1 features 
(1) to continue with the above,the Seaborg issue is cha:r.acter

istio:Man or Ma.nkind,that is,the danger of'over-collectivi
zation• ,of which the 1modern 1Man is little aware. 

(~)my emphasis on the 'in~uitional'and 'illumina"tional'basis 
of all knowledge and,moreover,my 1valuation 1of the mental 
states'thus defined,as opposed to the'actiue•sphere - vida 
Hamilton's attitude.I can also say:there is a definite dan
ger of too much'Martha' relative to the over-emphasis on 
'Maria' in past ageso'l'he overvaluation of' science' belongs 
in the same context - as does the under-valuation oi1 the par 
of' the real' :reactionaries' • 

o) on a different plane lie those strange omissions in the J.L • 
like the diergard of the'snactity of being' or of depth psycho 
logy,wh::tch ere simple'mistakes',but must have a reason in my 
personality. i.'he extreme hiatus:Man-Naturo may also belong here 
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This is anetb.er attempt at ··getting at myself'", trying te> pm.ck up the 

pieo{s\n.ere ·tb.e Jonas l.etter left them.Tllere. a.re ~e~ty of Notes searching for the 

reason~ whiola made that earlier attempt failtc~den~~S,~ 0f expssitior.i. which treated 

ti1e-bisic-ideas-wit'i0ut stressing their i.nteroonneetien - omissia:q. of central p0ints 

.... but above all aasence 0f0 stru.cture 11 and 11direetien11 ,that istno ~~~ifying and thus 

ordering theme.Transf0rming the Letter into a Dialogu.e might have its advanatges,but 

it cannGt cure the defects mentioaed .. Some 0f them,aheve all, the last_aeem~d t0 be 

oircum.vented in t:ti.e scheme devised a year age under the name ef 11radii 11iasup.g frea 

some "center pieee 11But whatever its relative merits,it dl.\les not inspire me at this 

,junoture,tke aitemtive da.111.ger l.0oming large there:an arid treatise about aatters 

which,a my present state 0f kn.iwledge,I. cu enly deal with iapressionistically., 

'l'h.is admissbn points t0 what is positive in beth the Letter and the morsels of Dia

bgue: immediacy 0f expressicm. - a minimua of abstractness, th@ugh th.ere i1!1 a good deal 

c.f it in the latter parts ':" in a word tll.e"confessional" t~mus or the preservatien of 

the umeili.cal cerd li~i:ng my observations to their existential origin. .. I.t is t~ pre

serve i}tis link th~t'r new try the Diary :form, which -failed me~i'Se"ief0r0 in fall ~5. 
~•he difference between then and now is that,a0wever vagu.ely, I wave a starti11g p@int 

if not a wpie,whicll should pratect me f:roa leaillg myself in. a limitless sea 0£ ia

pressions and reaction.s .. I.t is the :formulati0n of this11 t0pio 11whioh is my first t~pk. 

But before doing s0 I want to assure myself against myself in what rl_.. 
, . em°Barking u.p0n.., 1l'b.e tera 'diary'is perhaps not well chosen. l do not intend to desc:ci/ 

my 1day1 .Rather 0:iae ©r two qui.te specific problems are to be investiga.ted,withcmt ~ 

knowi:ng at this time where this will lead t0,and whet11.er e,ny:Ch.ing will ever come~ 

this other than private ruminati<r>ns.Knewing myself and tlieOay danger <>f"freesing ;~ 

as soon as the 1puBlic•is eonsidered,I shall have to guard mydllf again and again~ 

the i~t:rusion of extraneous considerations of tlis kind .. what the n@tion of'd:i.il-l'Y' 1 

to convey to myself is tllle attempt to clarify the issues selected by a oonti:suous 

suit of ruminations. 1rl'ie"level 11of rumination will have to be that intermediate stag 

between'dreaaungt and't•inking•.as which Eriksen defines 'free association•.1t is 

©pen,and to keep @pen,the deeper layerst1ut wlrtile trying t0 11catck11what emanates there 

that peculiar intel.lecttual "contr&l 11is t0 be e :x:ercized whicb. I aave applied f'111r m.aJlY r 

yea.rs in writing 1~0tes - a strange 1!iltering process 1or 1 steering p::t"E>oess• ,i:m. which I 

listen to the'voice &ti the interior' but semeh.0w know which tones'fi t•. 
Now th.e'._~0p;e~.It :realll is two t0piC(1!,or rather two aspects of a centra 

issue,an1 0'tjective'and a'su,jective•o:ae.i.n a way the o))jective aspeot has been,JJug

gested by Holton: the \1~~:'!P~~~es ':Wh.icll underlie all' organized 'khowledge,. 1rhis 

:t'C!mnuka:tilDn - organized knowledge - alreadygoes ~ond~wha.t Holton aspire~~His I 

)I problem. are the ultimate•principles• - Caesirer•s term - from which every scientific ~ 
· statement takes its bearinga,extended :fro_•m the pnyaioal sciences to seienoe generallY:~ 

11111 "I 
. •· 0:f · · i ciple e -J:;ends, 'beyen.d 'science• proper, t0 all 

• ~~~~ ~ ~~aluation• ";.nd total wel tanseaaung. "., . I 
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N@w th e aeoand aspect comes in:t0 view if one asks :for the• ···:. ec-J.t:i:vl!f~l'>~~~- __ _ _ 

-~~~.~thes~.Ass~e that"least act~on 11 or 11conservatic1m"a.r_e ~ound as such 

hypotaeses,fo,unding in a particular age all basic theories - what is their•ratie~ale• 

if they are \>ey(l)nd testing? One avenue of study would \>e th.e 11.soc~ology11ef k:nowled4@ 

with its histG>rioal ramifications.It may errter after all my own. ceperns.But tlaese are,' 

first of all,directecy'to what can be called tile')H~ycholegy"if ntllt~ psycb.Qpa.th<Jlegy" 

,!f kn0wledge~aere the'smbjective angle comes into view.More speeitioally,I will try 

to dig up tke thematic ilY})otheses which underlie my11 tl!leorizing11 ,first of all, in Eeon0• 

mics,but beyond that ill ay general"views 0f the WQrld".'fhen 2:-,!~=~eafch f_~=~~ 

,aonali~~ 1'_<:_~t~2:!!-.!!.,.~±-~~•-}!!~JJ,utilzing what lit-tie l know of'depth psycllology", ; 

~ly tie hy-potheses 0:f Eriksen shicll I have just reread.. • 

As I just s~dertkeT~apect ORK will ae a Jline to be explored,m.ut ~ 

,tke Jonas letter,whieh. now serves as material f'or axiiore .fimduental stu.q;i:f I should 

ge~ s@lllewh.ere~with. this exploration,J;h.e work lr,v~t~urom.~r would reveal itself as an in-

dt'pe:m.salole stage of clarificatien. IVr,-w...~ 'lf1 ·~ ~ LJ 1 'l.-tt t-11 · 

Jan.,22. 
/ Before setting out in a systematic way,l should perlul.ps ~e_monatratJ to m,yself 

•~'!?,cedur~ ~n a _:'_llllll_l{!:.~•To stay in line with Helton I choose one or m(!)re thematic lly

' ·pothesesfroa 111y 1Ecc:momics.Its :~~.t origiaal feature is its;~ngine(!_;ring'aspect 3ia 

j whioll reality is made fit f0r scientifio investigatbn by prior•aotion• ~1raat this :need 

•e dene is a consequence of'oajective disorder•as it presents itself to the aerely con 

templative @iserve

1
r.In a word, there reveals itself a,'distrust•it1 tlae ute>nolll(I) rder,_ 

..!2?,!!@,m~o ... ~ro~~~~t is important is i9{1,~_ "t}~re is" har x ~.ieot:tv,e _teEl_~ 00 -

firm thTs4'ypothe ·a.I have made this~ i.n tlle rece11t P<tJsitien Paper than ill t~,e 

ioek itself.It is all a question of wkat size of tme standard ~rr0r @f any explanatory 

hypothesis one is willing te accept as•useful 1 ,namely f@r prediction.Not (!)nly is this 

a purely pragma.t"lc criterion - usefulness f(l)r prediction - but thert,is n0 fixed crit

erion. as t0 what•:n.ua1er 1af the ~f.lfalls 1 (1)utside the pale' .stated differenyly,i't 

all depemds on11h.0w much disGrdetl'7orfe'is willing to put up with,speaking n(l)W in tem 

the actor or11paaser11in such a syatea - again a. judgment for which no fixed eriteri 

exist~Even if0ne is willing to admit the intoleraiility of certain 1liw/i•,as e.g. 

represented by the t..reat Depression - even this is :n(i)t beyorui dispute - th.ere is a 

road band11of experienoe,relative to w.llioh there is disagreement as to tlle'line'De

··. on· w·:1.e · rue · · sox· er e .r is really a ·sues 10.n 0 ..... sens1 ivity 1 to 1 evia io·;r 

,. fro•,say,ful res<rniro,utilization or potential" ot't~t-~U:;1qul1;e"m1Gifflffih• 
te,lld to draw th.w line rather narrowly. 

It is froa this point that the second issue can•• attaeked:t•e underlyiag per-. 

,~nal_e_9U!tien.•.rh.is equation comes into tae open when 1 say tlaat even \\small deviatiens 

fro• the optiaUJR,in themselves 11.armless, yet present a threat,na.mely the threat Qf 
... I W ~rtt I wxr:n 

gettiq out of hand .. An.d tliis threat exists ll>eoause,anotAer tlllema.tic Aypetltesis,!lt,~ 

\,1'.;f. ·· e built a com sating~. into tlll_e system.Wl'lat ia:rr@d·an<i 

· · o e pa o s· ea , ssum.e to be true 

· of aiw saall deviation fnm t•e•no:ra•,wnatever it may be.And it is then @nly one step 

to t•e pers@DlV- disp•siti•n:t~ere ism> relia~le force in t~e•world 1 t 0 which •ne could 
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: €i!ntru.st tae au.to~om0us tenden.oies .. Order ~ only to the extent to which. it is !$• 
; 1~~d the next ste-r,t w<lluld ,e to ask.:wn:roi' oharacte:r structure tends_ fow~d su.ei _ a view, 
; aad wb.at s@rt ef I eondi tioning' tends to produce SllOh. a ch.arii\<,t~r l:3tl.'Uct~. Clearly 
· ~erei·-i;s~ an ~.ence 0£:~trnsf~~•~• • t0· use Eriksen•~,1cterma~And to t©ilow kis etio-

iogy,s(i)methi laas g0ne wrong in the first stage 0f auman developaent,that is,in the 
. infant-methe elationsni. 
· ,· N0w <'l~ tea num'eer of problems arise fNm this•result'.To what extent does Ws 
J,,defeet•olind the ebserver,0r rather:judge,in evaluating reality? Must the suoje~tive 
•,~~opia1neeessarily arrive at a distlrted view ef the w@rld? Or could the resulting 

verdict on the nature of,say,econolli.c processes still be 1 true 1?Cons:i(e\lrimg tlae•aa:ny
faceted'structure of reality,might perhaps such myopia bring inte the vision iaportar,t, 
objective features which a'20-20'viaion might conceal? 
A different questi@h would befencerned with the 1range 1of G9jeetive eonse~uences whick . 
the subjective at'ti tude might cover.In Qtlaer words,wa,z::.,!,it~ ... ~e E;c~p~.9~,.~~} find~ 
a similar concern witk 10rder1 ,and a similar answer~ my own? This question is i"i,pif--

.. ' an un · er · e aspec G> • · 0a' a huaell tha:t it is on the level of such thematic ·:ay-
potheses tlaat the link be ween he .- in :ngs of the different fields of kndlwledge CJ'~n
be foUJld - at least,f@r a given age and culture. · 

, But it may at this juncture be fruitful to pursue first another avenue.My• lay othe · • 
, 0f dangerous tendencies toward disorder in autonoaous eoono•ic proesses 1s G 

i"llate oapitalisa.l d0 not mailltain it for earlier staf,es.~ow the ulti111ate reas0n for 
-~ 1-! 11~·i.4'Fll q .J.l ill ! · Dtf! --· T?ll 
; this restrietbil is eru.1gntenin«.~hatias ola.angeci ie ween 1800 and l.950 - so I say -
: is"libreration.110f western. Man fr0m some of tlae bonds and compulsion w:ta.iob. kept him 
! tel> an orderly patll hundred years ago.As I put it a:tfthe end~ Cll,.4,cian at that tiae, 
'yor at least the i ma I e of Man. as it emanates frem the theory then conoeived.,is 
11 cme af a ·· aeude-particle 'in anal(!) wi tb. subhWllan nature. 

1vow t ·· is propesi 10:n - 1 se 1 ic e fy because 0:f our ignorance 
coN.cerning se?ial causation - ~mplies S(l)ll.8 more 1kyp0tb.eses• .One ooncerrul.j,~ima;ti~ 
11atu;~&f:r .. 'lf~Oh aut0n:~~us order is

2 
ther: aokno~ledf&ed,in accord with. ooienoe gener

affy.O:a t1ie other ™,1f !t is tru.e :ffla.t 1he age of llllo~ern capitalisll o:t'fers tae firs· 
hilsterical instance ef'hUJaan freed0•i in tlae sense ~f•c.heicc of action• ,a. fundamental 

. ~------dialec~ is postulated Detween 1freed0m'ud 1order•,at least so long as this 1freed$m 1 

is not itself' under •self restraint• ,rati@nal or etherwiee.Only in passing I refer to 
my ~1,,!el_E:t:,oE0sitien put forth. ~ the Jl'rice 0f Libe:r.:tx,of which my present economic 
views are a systeaatic expositiQn applied to a different field. 

Again raising~~ the 1suDjective'questi0n,whick•virtues•,t0 use 
Eriksen•s word,are absen.t from the 1bserver who arrives at this diagnesis,but perhaps 
also from the o~jeet of study itself,mamely late capitalist market society?To pinpoint 
the latter issue,I left it open whether my absence of'trust• ines• is@rder in eeo-

(;Jmic p1110cesses,or wl.9.'ther m m o · a ade me more s rps e <i>l' an ac e e · t of 
"J:e.economic w.0rld.~ow,after having narrowe own my es s o c0n eaporary•eee-

om1c world,I ask with more c?mvict~on whether .that wlucll~in ~ view,makea for disor
"~ ~~ not only a neurotic tra1. t in the 0aserier, laut.ts is an actwu neuri-tl.o tra.i i 
.~ ~b.e o~~- studied? .And my neurosis - l still do n0t know precisely what it consists 

~just •eBrme to see the critical defect in society. 



I lla.ve difficulty in assigning any @f .lllriksen' s virtues to wllat would be reqUire 
in 0rder to'acnieve that mixture of :t.nsiglitanl self restraint necessary t0 run the ~~ - . --- __ ,_,. • . - ••~ ,--•-"'=='C'-""=="'".,,-. modern marlcet•spcmtane0usl;y1 ,@r t@ achieve in the ec:c:>n(l)mic sphere that kind ef'sp011 ... 
taneous conformity• to which I attributed the functioning of the 1.Jjnglish politic.al 
systemo(it might be h.elpful to study the 1forces• once m0re which in m:y hypetJQ.esis 
have contributed tot.he building up @f that attitude,including the counter forces . 
whioh,sinct. the war,see• to diss0lve it.) Will and Pu r po s e,as mentioned byt: 
1.Jjriksen,l'lave perhaps some connection with what I search for.But C<i>nSi~ring the great~ 
imprtance I assign. t0 EXPElXT.ATIONiS, the failure may primarily be one et• cognition• , thai' 
is,a failure of the prevailing system of :b1formation - an institutienal and B0t a psyj 
cltolegical,not to say:aoral issue.Still,even i:f I give this :factor its full due,as I .. 
do in OEK:, there rem1:tins a'purp@sive•problem of new actiGn directives - an issue .that! 
will gain importance the nearer we come to a oy-beme'tio society witla all its impl;cat-.· 
ions.(remember todays TV discussion with Tkeo~ald.J I notice that the te:rm.•purpose' · 
appears in Erikselll's and my list,but I am not sure whetl!ler the uses are oornmensurali>lei 
There is,in other w0rds,no doubt that the capacity of purposeful action is fully de
velped in the moderi:i marketer - it is ratker a question @f the content and direction. 
of the R.,reva.iling purpesg.I sh.all ~ave to dig mu.cl\ deeper here. 

' ",, Still, ;; preliminary- summary amounts to this.In my th.eoretical work I place empha
·1s on a tendency t0ward grewing disorder - 1 tendency1 ia a good word,rernembering Marx 
'se of the term.l t can,and aas 0een ocnmteraete<i - and the need for 1aaking•erder.I no 
'onder wltetn.er th:i.s should be called a.'thematic ltypethesis' - is it not an observable 

I ·endenoy,'esp;ei;iiy-iTI apply the inclusive meaning of 1order 1whiob. tae P&sition Pape. 
i · as assigned to it? What speaks against it is - perlo.aps - the'lalindness'ef my cellea- 1 · es. nut I can also say that thilier lDeing oaugat in an ebs@lete frame of reference - · 

· s this not a thematic kypeth.esis? - is the reas0n f@r th8ir li>lindness • .And. - a pn\lle. 
o be studied - ~t mig}tl well be that new thematic hypert-ltesis arise fr01t reir1terpre

tations ef experienoe • .Anyltow I can say tllatmv ntirticula:r d.~t:UFC .:..: ~,.!~J:; --- ..._ J "'-•••....,1a11,n uu, r mn ISM ·•Ji•11wsamwmVJIOil. · . ~- , trust - haa made me especially sensitive to an 0 a · e et iv e feature @f the con 
0re tru.sting s<ilul mig ·. t well play d0wn. 
si ifieuce ef sui'ec ive dis 0 ition 

even neurotic 0nes,for the gain ng 0f rue knowledge comes well into the open. 
Kna-judgi:eg - premit;"'~•.!·~e 11~1~iffl1ince1'or~r3,~1 !Tt fo1fflJr,r&11 ff i1t2w:'~i>A 
tlae line of otlaer Notes,serving my clarification ratller than yielding any•eatensili>let 
text.'J:l'lis does not speak against continuing along these lines,but :,Jahows aow far fro 
any 'pu~lio•utterance I am. 

•ii. I restate the major findi:ng,which ia at the same time a modification of my 
initial statement:my particular subjective disposition - absence of •trust'in the au

om0us 'ways of tlte social W©rld' - laas made me especially sensitive to a re a 1 hy .L__ t • • I t no,-eaas aagined ,feature of the real economic procesa. 111he OGnnectio:n,and this is the 
,ext step,goes even further. o·the,£!!,fro11 1'.lalthus on have felt that somethi i~-

o with the economic world,and mus, e pu. right by llu.man action.B~ they all.look: 
, · r a e enu. a e »ec amsm hieh, c0ntrary t0 the optimistio ielief of tbe .::imi tll school . + ~ . ate . n the direction "'f d~ "'order.1,Hth. thel'l dis@rder is. the consequence of ~-"' ,..., ii.,. -· 11 rw-.MZ SP iii? 
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, \,cessi "ratller than. Qf an - in i 'self r · sew0rth - freed11>m • .And,c0ntrary tCll my 

1
). •ins rUBAea a p@ cy" which ia concerned with.' tailing \tehavior• •the' action •wll.ioh~ 
.~ tl:J.er critics prescriae,are all concerned with•1ch.anging tlile stage sets11 ,inol. 1•!arx .. 
·' n l.S sense the apobglsts as wffl as tie d!tffcs ,,, ~a:pfia:rrnrme±dfitt together,as 

ppesed tom~ thesis that,at least as far as•order•is conce~ned(there are other cri
eria,suc~"':ts juat!ce',0eau y - •ean~ng~g~nuine~livi:ng'rather tl:!.an accumulating -whicll 

. pihin.t does not cover) 1 , v'I ~ 'a. ~"1'\,];,,,, • 
@w I wonder t0 _wl!i_<:l!l! c.laaracte:t' tr~ t __ __:J._~_ pE3_~~lia.r diagJ10sia is to be related.vaes 

~ ~ ---.~ •- ~-·--------- -.--- .. -- - - .. - - -~·-••·-•.----. - --.---.--·-.---~ _. ---- - ,. ----,--, - .. it tee arise from the lack of &•trust• - t~ia ti• not-directed te 1 .iuaony~ous 1f0rcea, 
ut to tlae average marketer placed in a pslltien · f freed0m ©f cla©ioe?\1 In a way 1viar.x, . J 
o talce kim as protetype of the @tker group,als•' ·etrus s'the op 10n ef the aarket 
ut wkat in nis view is ultimately wr0ng is the'criaes• 00mmitted in pre-history ud 
ince repeated - crimes cemmitted agailllst Mu whe,in his prebistoric esseace,is'gHd"• · 
d we only need place ua in a proper enviro:nmeat,for Ai• kDl to display his iuer-

., nt•seciality'\l aust net forge» that,with all reservations mentioned in V0l.III of 
apital,th /new.aeon is a•reala of freedom' - though he never spelled 0ut whether it 
as•Mu1 0 'Mankiad'tlaat was to be freel}A similar 0ptimistic view prevails among the 

, . her mem ers of the @ppesi te gnup, slaving even. in tlle :110st. lil@der.n C<mceptien which 
I · , tes' XTR. ACTION with RATIONAILITY .. ~<ntversely ,•Y diss<i>Oia.t:i. -~g_ r~ti0nali t from 
· ximiza ~.!'l opened tlae way to a. food e cri ti ue o econom1 av1.er , e what 

•• rue, ar.:x: oe wnvis~ea a di:fferen. e, v @r in e ata. e 0f the 
· ture,inspired DY, tlle communist incentive:.from every one acc@rding to .ltls ahility -

,, every one acc@rdil!lg t@ ais needs.tiut the idea is that this new bekaviar,or rather 
, e p@ssibili ty Qf its realizati0n,is a conse1uence of' the new order,not a pree011~ 

• . 1 0n of its coming b.t(l) being. """ ' 
ut even this does net enauat the proDle~I a by no means taking tae 1C~ristian' poa

. ',tfon of original aia,which would exclude on principle tlaat Man uses his new freed011 
'socially' • .,I make it.all ·a proble• e.f.,:leami!!f' - ~• the Erfliskl. spontueeua oonfor-

1 · is seen. l:y me as a roduct of historical earlU fort fied 1-y aff Ge iti!£rument1 
fo· an 1 o e uea i@a. o envisage - e p@ssiblity of a coincidence ~etween 

icro-strivings and macro't}ratio:nality through the learning precess. uowever - -this 
~ is seen as the ;ereduot 0f Centrel. 

vii th this a new e!emeR't appears ;;;; tlle scene.I now feel that my Ji!U1divisions of C0n
trol,esp. the one between manipulative and command controls,is n0t satisfaot0ry for the 
issues I now discusset0 tell a marketer wlaa.t he has te 1expect 1 lies in a dimensien 
different from 1 f0:ircing 1hia to change his action directive.in the first case a new tool 
is added to the actor's Qrsen~l with the help of which k e can. better 'eontr@l'nis en-• 
vironment.since it is left to him what conclusions to draw from new informa.tion,it is 
not he who is 1 controlled 1 .C0nversely,hy 1educati@:ng'him int~ an attitude of aemeostasia 
through mobilizing all the agenfts cf"mind sh.apin.g",lae is ma.de to will something which 
he originally did n@t will. 
N'Gw however this may be,the latter type of Contr0l is very much pprt of my sclteme,even. 
if J: have played it down both in t~e 100k and in. the P.P. 



Jan.24. . .... , , 
Again aummarizing,I have so far these thematic 11.ypotheaes: (l)an actual threat 

IC!>f disorder,wndangering botA 1living 1 and•knowing• ;l2)imput~tion 0f this tll.reat ~the• 
1tist0rioal novelty of e,mamc!.nati~n fro:ra pastf,xternal compulsions of na:tural, s0oial a:nd, 
ideol<Dgical or. igin - ~sorder arises ~s ~c:ms~~is~r~e~t~d. ~r~d~~11 .This dis--
.~ientati0n has itsel'.f ·tw0 reo~s:inevitat/ltr"nmi tat:i.ons o:f'71iicr0-1iir0riiiifa0n under tae 

. ial and techn.<'>legical conditions of 110demi ty(neta bene:·taere tlte • stage set' cm.a.ages' 
nter!hn a general.way th.ey arise from tne same phenomena which create 1freed011.•-wealtla 

creat!ng teohj.nelogy - but they refer to different 1aspects 1 of these phenomena:predue
tivity versus illllllo101ity),and11ar1itray11 elil.eive of AD.This leads then to the third 
thematic hyp0thesis:establislnlent 0f 1order'is conditional $ll macro-00ntrol in a double 
sense:widening tne range of micre-info:rmation and,more oritioal,strealllinimg AD's. 

11
~~t 1nakis tllese ;e0atu}ates 11 the11.ahf.9r 1a;yp0~aeses;•r~_t~~_r._. tlaan empir:i.9al fi.E:~~~s .. 

tke'no:rmative'eleaent implied;wlllat'degree of dis0r~er 1is 1 intolerable' - how mucla 
ser1en a oa as •een a e y the new freed•• - h@w much streaalining,and thus 

. uppressi.ea of freedoa) is to lie encouraged? In all ·three res ots I t ni 0 rd 
==,l!'!~~.titJ¼.,seeing,as it were

1
,disorder a aroun - asserting a large qualitative 

difference between. dis0rtentati0 ·n the earlier•state 0f na.ture'and the modem state 
0! freed••. adv0oating,u spite f oonfessiens in favor @f 1aanipulative1contNls, 
command ccmtrols as ever present• threats• .To put it in. psyelt0l0gical tem1:nI worry 
about disorder;! distrust sp0:ntan.eous beltavior;l prefer"servitude te well meaninc ; 

x-

I masters" to the riak.s of micro-autoRoay.,And speaking Qf 1lmowing1 ratlter than of'livig' 
1 I limit the pure½,l "tbserva.tional"procedure te the rude• motions of lalind natural 1 

:~rtioles,invokfnVnaMicu111as the creator of".knowable 11phenomena wh.enev1- Man rises 
: above environ11enta.l compulsion that appr0ximates him to 1ilatw:ral particles•. 
I 

: · LHking MW at the eltaracter stru.0J11e I am trying to relate Eriksen•s cat~ 
i ,~s with Abraa~~-•'l'ke table in n:ruf~r,;ib&,can help.It 1·; the (!)nly place wllere 
I he relates his'virtues't@ the traditional 6"ategories:oral,aM1,phallio .. And it is in-'.. f' er sting that t!'.~rtue_" _ 'is related _'to ~•- anal sphere,Speakiog o.ru de .. ly .. 'I can 
! y tluat, together with H@pe, t.b.e~_..,!._.._~,--~""'-. er eve,l~.;e~d- '!~t!l:~!h!l~~~s · 
· , he anal ~~~~!1ent of ~ill, ~Hll.-ra<fistic undert~ 

'n· .. · 113··· now. easy.· .t·o· co0rd.1nate tile' """"1tiVi~ori!er to the Weakness of olla,j,o, Wiler~ I s the ten d n _t@ · , ri t"b C0ntr0l lows r<1nn a e ope ,tf~_ 
i 

I 
r.:&~~c(l}V~E_ eyel()_J;>~d-~ .remem er •(i) S 0:ry O t.e rien. .l; y e WO 

, .. 1 "defeota"oompensate each other - too little t ch will. 
Now I slaould. not stop lae e~v a.n ing a , the main point in 

.,12 is n0t simI?,lY dreamt up:1~?58int,s I ~k&,~:t;ulJi-,Haf.Pas~
1
i th~i?l9£WK.J&nd consequent

desire for llll#oro-aut0nomy, at'quarter tru.tlt'of the Western world.And d@ not for-
t my instinctive revulsion ainst 1conformity 1 ,when I m~self am concerned - my as

sent ·o .aul•s statement that we are uc y no aving to live under S@oialiam,and all 
my instti~tive rebellion against the admired conformity in Britain and,conversely,my 
love for Amerioan.1anarcky 1 .Purthl.ermore the often stated h.uncll that,d.eep down,I aa an 
. ~:roaist ir1 la.UJnan !er,m.~"'who must' control• himself so as not g0 to to pieces.. ·· -~ · 

· · 1~0w what 00mes to mind in trying to• explain' this is that tae "will p:nase'' was. r·ea1ly 
- --
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mastered mo laetter tlilan the'~ phase• .Aa my overdeveloped. superegq, sh.@ws,my :neticm 

" or a marlc~ve controls keep ;the ax'bi trary Av' s ef the member~ in ·. 
~-r- 1s ;,~· ~,ry o~'hustate :lnwklck1~arcif:tc ~~naiintf't;-a tyr@

. cal slil.perege. r O res ate what r ':aid Mff·@tfrI':c1ti~ the trust tlf:€1fl1'""'will be ., 
e in e en - Marschak's trust! - tRe 1 elementary paticlea'of my ~eing mever achie~ 

ved the spontaneous order that could dispense with oompulsi0n' from above 't could in , 
. er w0rds,diagnose Germany so well,because I am a re lica of it.Or I have· n de-

nglr,tAo mysel a: - :uae w: a prop0se 0 o o • e mar e .. n quite p0ssi&ly ,as 
may'_;;ne case with Camus,,•Y warning against h~ t arises not so much froa 

faith in' good spon tanei y , 8;,~. r011 s ·· eer re · e w= 
2 
.. -·~ y·-~a,g~j,~e 

tr ea'@f the s e 9• 
is as interpretation is correot,we have aMther interesti~ iastance 

which'li>ad. 1 ersonal. traits rove sooiall useful:tlrl.e pi: pI~-~Gtjectivi~~ 
f ~erJ,given u.man propens1 ties, as t ey are today ef@re i!e•ne'w 8:i:fflmritfie !l'onn-mil) 

'Tlilils ~wever wrong my "ultimate m0tives 11 ,they serve a s0cially useful purpose. 

1
I J But now I just mentioned asitive solution:the new clergy ~ith their new 

, f, vows given as the price of'11 contr0 ing 0 er pe le s 1, er y ~ n ay it is ®nll a 
pointed form of a generally accepted postulate:only if Man.ts morals improve can the 

I world be saved.I specify this by realizing that w.hat matters is the mora 
//elit$.NOw what is behind all tnis in psychological terms?It is as· r 
/~<Wf~ee;;'.'21 ide 'lism I and reco ni tion mf the anti-democrdlilliic tendencies o the 

,.,_ ~-- ~·· --· ---··· ., 

g a o in in orenz a sou ion,w ich re a es 
(ritual etc,.).3uch ideas would hardly occur to me spontaneously.In other words,I do 
not find in my psychological equipment tools which woul-d open up such insights.And 
probably quite naturally so:we deal there ac;ain with'spontaneous'developme:p.ts in 
which Nature - through natural selection - achieves in the individual what.,,socially 
good.It is quite interesting to see that I am willing to 1 learn 1 such things,but they 
do not come naturally to me. 

tfterno0:h.I must pu'sue this idea of the'clergy~,!urther .. Not only is this an und 
~ . ftlJ I rrew-r-J 

ic elite,but its members somehow are"trunketed"~ersonalities,even if by tneir 
will.'rhere is something of the Glasper~$ei ab~ur t~t,as I just ascer· 
I must go much further back:to Plato and the Paedagogische Provinz.'.rhere is prob 
a huge literature about this idea,inclusing all :ta utopia.s,not least the socialist 
utopias.Now all this has two basic aspects,a sociological and a psychological one. 
As to ·bhe former,the elite is identified with its'role 1 .Instead of playing many roles, 
as it is regarded as 1normalt,mf which the'professional'one is only one to be discardec 

:.:outside professional actlvi ty, these ruling elites are supposed to sacrifice all other> 
roles to that of 'esponsible rul~~to the extent t~-~f\:!"bt;utsth~;'t b~ 
e im1na e , eir: iapp ca. 1.on 1.s o be suboV'dinated to the dominant role: community of 

.. wives and children,common property etc .. 'l'he aim in this'emasculation'of other dr.i.:lro.s. ii 
~t'to

7
~ prevent 1individualistic 1 ;~tenden0ies to develop-from these other roles,namely 

· '1~ ·t~nddn~fl ffl!f~rf ~~"f1'!fe:r'-fm=tv1~; excercize of responsible ruling. 

I ,t"Jow 
', 
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which,i t is as£?umed, the indi.vidual :is unatle. to con:~l;'.ol, .s'.P~~t~~~Q~~l;~.T;n~;~fq~~~ i~~ti:...: 
\ ' 

tutional 'protection'is required,because of the assumed weakness of the 1ratibhal 1forces 
incl. any I edu.ca tion I of the I passions I wl1ich would permit tnese leaders to lead I normal 1 

live.s.All ,this fits welLinto the. views of .. ChristianitY.-,c.o.ucer..nj,ug.J1uman nature,fearing 
the .... appetit~s of sex,possession, and' simony' .But what shall one say about this from the 
~gt~x±t~tmx~s~]lml9ti;ft~xnaxxx~ocaxxtSXJJ1:Naluftmx~am~u:.k.n!~l'lr.BauoUJCX 
aspect 01· J!'reudian psychology, and the stress on gem taI:i:ty? 

Jano25. 
In a way this problem of the'clergy'falls outside the issues I am discussing 

here.Not only have I not mentioned it in OEJK. - it belongs in the sphere of the Jonas 
letter.But it also falls in the realm of pruposed solutions rather t1:1an .of the Schau 
of what is. 1:rrue,there are probably also'thematic hypotheses 1underlying proposals for 

1 
solution, and the above discussed mixture of I distrust I and"exaggerated superego' fits well 
in the analysis of this proposal.And a.gin I must ask;:does my'neurosis'see mo:,;~~ly 

M ,p.anger zones in the real world - the o _ c ec a ances' in ,th new 
Jt1social order and the danger of too muc trust in'rationa· i• y'of leaders,not to say,in 

.ii;I l'r~r~~i ty. - · 
7 But returning to OEK I raise another issue.

1
What does

0
!;1~ ~~r:i~

0
on~

1
:e

1
~:!~~lllean? 

, It drastically reduces the practical choice of economic macro-goa'.is.on ihe surface it 
contradicts the central place of'distrust'and'exaggerated will' ,J!'or this dictatorial con 

I 

ptitlsion rather than spontaneous consensus seems more appropriate.Of oourse,one can read 
: in my strict limitation of goals to Stabilization and Balnaced Growth a distrust as to 
'the feasibility of further~oing'reforms•,e.g.redistribution of wealth and income.I am 
, trying to"play safe",and in this way"weaken"Control in the interest of spontaneous con-

formity. There is, in other words, an 
1
iH~.~nJ;,.;}.~p~nsis ~ency,J,.n, on the one hand t apf el/ti.PK 

' ol i~ the ~nterest of orft . on the other hand,~f,ting it,,Jn ,~ii,
1
~~'\.e 

ane it .'rh1s has also to do with an other inconsistency:inifo~n my Stabili ··ti 
rowth ana yses I operate with the EXTR.PR.as universal AD.My apologies for th 
not know how to go about with another (lld,and I want to emphasize the EXP aspe 

not meet the main point.This is that only with EXTR AD will the 'weak 1cont-'rols de 
: really attain the two macro-goals.Under a homeostasis AD adjustment may be much mo 
'difficult •. And the real problem is lack of universality of AD.Anyhow what I really 
l in Ch.12 is:.given EX!rR AD and the expectational controls described in -Ch.11,St~bili 
I -- • - - - ---- -

; and Balanced Growth can be achieved without further limitation of individual sponata; 
! '.v~y is this so important to me? 
r~''~e answer is:I am afraid of the'disorder'which stronger c ntrols may provoke,not to 
i • speak of revoI • n O" 1er .wor, s, !tere 1S no o y 1S rust in au· oma ·ic working of 
(' . uncontrolled society,but also in the effects of11ex'cessive;,"control.And I am willing t~ 

~. sacrifice a good deal of I justioe-i to tr1is risk. ·----iilll/lJ>llll'_,1" 
-,', ~ f'T.ia.~'lf rl~'elf""f@ltrI~M'mr~ very important, this skepticism extends 

: not ilmly to the'pradical 'aspect but also to the theoretica1.'!T'"mo!uH8~ ~clfiml. is 
. k . . . . ••• z r u a an ••-•1r•114 

! unli ely to establish order, the states anc1 processes so 1ni tiated cannot be subjected 
o '.theory'. 'rherefore · d · · mo_ t fundamental rinci 1 • knowledge without 

ion, by saying:no knowr - i thou II n enin , 

~on$_Ip, oth~r ~or , con~en~-~~. now E:!~?-~:l~_anot_ er ?O~-. 1 o -·-_}'.'_ social now_ e( r;e 1 :un
ess a:fhrmahon of i!i'epartioles can be achieved they will behave/in a disorderly mann~1 
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and thus. maJ;<;e the rE1Sec,'l,rch objeQt I uqkr,i.o:wl!:'ld,;et:1.ble'. T11is t'~Jml t is tlµiLi:l. i.µ _ line.}1ith 
general experience - one cannot generalize about the course of rew.2ltlh.ons.on the othe 
hand it introduces another uncertainty: ti-1ere are no general' rules' as to what destroys 
~- British Reform Bill or post1'945 Bri t:Lsh Welfare'state· - what privileges-, 
· ;ruling s~tum is will/to fight for etc.Th~s the reservation~~ly such controls ~il 

· eve their goal of order and thus of an analyzable research object as w~ll not_ 
estro;y consensus, is true but of a Pythiam na ture~By _rai1¥ing_ mioro-autonojiiy 11 to the 

rank of a_genu1.ne goa.l"(OEK,318)1 r~ally raise 11consensus 11 to su~~-a, ~{)_a!:,understood 
'as thewill - of the large majori ty;;;issuming thatthis-wili-can be in.obiltized for one of 
two al ternatives,or even for one among many. \vhat will strengthen or violate this 
'coordination 1of wills remains an open question to be tested only by practice. 
It is there that my'timidity•comes into the open,namely my distrust of wilfullness 

. n ... onservatism as dominant fea.tures.-nhum~nmo,tivation.At • t:fli~~~~iit 1!1~ :,Bsen~L,~1 · 
is s ·ronger than my presence of"will' - the fear ofb'asic disord:'er arising 

om an ree 1 no overc me y e availability of control generally - even 
the choice of controls must take into account this underlying negative potentiality, 
which ultimately frustrates'excessive•contrivances of order. 
Now again,. 11wrong 11as all tLtis may be as a psychological make-up,· t ma well oint up 
1.,~~,il;~n;t ,,:,r~~}~~' phenomen.:;_'rhere i s a danger of I reaction' to excessive con ro s 
which will frustrate the aim of these controls •. i\.nfven if they succeed in totali tar
ion revolutions,the victory may be temporary only.More important,while the victory 
lastjthe 1partiolaa!:¢are thrown back into a'subhuman'state -· Hussia during the 30s; 
China new - a fundamental dilemma,to say the least.Lenin and Mao may have been•neces
sary•for the final'liberation',but not to include their case in the'generalizations• 
of eoonornic 'ordering', but to treat them as marginal oases inaccessible to theorizing, 
may be a co1·reot procedure. 
I have just reread Holton and also ;;~ric iieil in the Daedalus volume.This offers the 
following idea.I say that knowle . .i.g~_ requires'ordering action' .But the choice o 
action is goal-oriented.so•-rm;;;oh-~·o-se-iny-goal-fi.rst;which implies ~•value'. judgme' 

\':) •_~r of. m_ e.anin_ g .. to. on_ e goal over othera, 'rhia' meaiulig'neoessaii y, ir1it8.c11ee , 
\{. via goal to the I ordering ac-tions I and thus to the resulting structure of ._the r,e.sea:rch 

object.In a word,,-_ e · - '· ' re no lon er separable.What meaning h~~ ·th~n•ob~ 
jeotive truth'? ~:Jue ru - -- discovered in'::the 1mea.n:.... 

I. ing• of the. C. hosen__ godi-~-~(j,~~If"'f.~ftfglf~~r6±;,wiffilit?~1&'~llf{ltf~'.. _.···' 
· ""ttr:l'."~IIIOl~~~urse, the' instrumental~,~~-lf~statement ' : 

· that ;_ g]ven action is a suitable -mean1 for a chosen end.Bu·t why tllis action a-p.d not 
anothel--one, can be justified only to the extent to wrlich the goal is justified.What 
has aU t is to do with Polanyi' s 'personal I compoment in knowledge? . __ 

]'ebr. 4 
The long interval was spent partly on _:Folan~_p_artyy on frustf~rtion,.:yiirst p. 

Much too late I realized that he is,of course, the man for Heuristicsl 'l'houg;if one 
looks carefully ,he has no more to say tha-q I kn~-b-eforehand.But the assertion that 
the differnce between Science and A.rt or n . . . · 

el1g1on is,at be»t,one of d . ... egree;as far as 

r 
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.. <I' ·t the tobjeotivity'of the prop0sit:ions,ve:rifications and validations i.s concerned',is along the lines here explored.But he does not try to unveil the underlying thematic hypotheses - it all boils down to the evwr repeated assertion ofgJ 'personal oommitment•Very often one does not know whether he describes psychological phenomena,or 
speaks of substanoe.'l'hus the actual return was meager,and I am slipping progressivel into a state in which I do not know any more what I am doing,or should do.It is a : nadir in the more than two years of struggle to find myself a topio.·,✓ith the belated; insight into the failure of the Jonas letter more than just thlif attempt has gone 
out of the window.These sheets bear witness1to my attempt to fall back of more•ob
jective1issues,studied under a'non-existential'aspeot.I suspect that this wavering 

-~J~~f3n-t_h~ I c~~!~~~~~~~~~t_1-1~y_ B,T!,~Lc!ll~~~Q~i~~ed I c:onfessiClJ:!_ indicates m/4ore tfiafCjust l a temporary fJfirstration.It is itself a fundamental problem,and I simply do not know , where to turn between these al ternatives. 1I1he writing of the P .. P.has amply shown that! on the level of"scientific objectivity" something1flows 1 ,whereas all existential pro fession is blocked at the moment. 1I'hese Notes here show this unambiguoltsly •1:rhey are anything but a'diary':they are just notes,as I wrmte them down over the years.They 
may contain valuable'material' worth preserving - but 'material'for what? It might be useifiul to pursue the idea of my own'thematic hypotheses'in connection with the 
philosophicU papers for the Conferences. '.Phis would then supplement' objeoti ve I analysis' by carrying it tn:rough to the 1 foundations 1 • But 1\i'o that/extent these Notes belong to the'past• ,filling out a gap.'I'hey do not contribute to t».e future - I am at the moment an author on the search for a topic. 
What a~frightens me is a feehng that all" I have said and have to say is somehow trivial.I thougtil,when I wrote those 6 challenging pages in K.L. after my return from Santa Fe,tha.t I had found an Archem~i-~_point - a'platf'orm'sufficiently distant to allow me to survey all the essential$ or the present si tuation.,I do not believe this any more,and am really again on the search for just such a platform.At the same time I wrote a few days ago that my inner feelings are those of a man who thinks that he 
has the decisive word'on his topngue' .How to go about to'remember'?going on with th search?Ii:Inpt,iying my mind? Just waiting? ' 
J!'ebr.6. 
I ;just reread what I wrote about 11elements of my pennament make-up",which I noted down 1 on l~~ very first day when I started these Notes in 51.'I'here is much that coincides wi tn?:t dealt with here,but also a few useful new hints: insecurity and protest agains· 1 

the prevailing order coupled wHh demand for 1 justice 1 ,but tempered by'oonservatism•fear of my personal future coupled wHh'Pelagian'hopes.In other words,the existing "order",even if acknowledged as such intelleotually,is attaolted morally,and my own 
"present state 11is seen as precariou.s,while an'ipdeal future'is imagined. 
~['here i.s 1i tUe doubt that I have go·t hold of something valid when I relate th:tsi,per-. 

\ 

.,~~.!1-_a\ ~r~its_ to 1;:Y o~jeoti ve visiQthJilnd .~~J:"e ~. towr_i te _an autobi0graphy, tnTs- refa.ti-
1 ?_::ship_ would be interasting.Bu·t considering my aim - what is this anyhow? - what can 

· I use this for? I must be clear that the topic: thematic hypotheses,interesting in it-
self ,and possibly a challenge for that meeting at Nanda's in March,is no topic for 
me to write a book about.rt might come in handy at some point - but that very'point• 
is at issue. 



• 
.,,. 

D I'A RY 

Where do Ls.:tand - what do I want to say,or to speak about•? What do I have to say 
that has not be~n said many times,and probably better? True,other people also have 
the chuzpah to burden the•world'with their mediocre visions - Huxley is a case in 
point.But I have my standards of excellence which I must meet,whatever others may 
think.I did meet these standards with OEK.,whatever legitimate critique may be put 
forth against it.rt says something that had not been said before,certainly not in : 
that ma.nner,and something which I think worfh saying even after the la.pee of almost' 
three years since the completion of the manuscip~. _ 
Compared with this,how can I defend the Jonas letter? Reading Pglanyi has somehow '. taken the wind out oflllthe 'intuitive•sect~ons.Moreover,whereas OifilC may need modifi- ,, 
cations and supplementations,it is a whole.Not so the Letter which,as has become 
clear,reflects a passing 1mood 1 in which certain issues overshadowed all the rest. 
Not only is it at best'half the t~uth•,but the other half is somehow in conflict wi what I said there. This may even be true of ·the' intuitive' parts, which after all had 
a polemical - anti-theological - intent.Do tt1ey not reflect the contrary,namaly an 
ontology,even if I - rightly - refuse to go beyond the"experienoe 11? To put it blun 
ly:what I am hinting at there,is this not what others call the'divine'? My polemics 
against the narrow'activism'of Hamilton - sodm to be tested in a personal talk - is· 
it not also a,n implicit recognition of"something more"'? And was J'onas not right in , being embarrassed - an embarrassment which has not been overcome to this day. , 
At the same time,because of these sections,the Lett~is_an advance beyon@: the Bloc,h! piece.And it also implicitly formull:ates my "position vi~1 ;is-Bloch more clearly tha.n!: 

\\

theearler piece did:!1:~Jh i~~lffe_!'~rit ways interpret t11e 1divine 1in immanent ~..!'J 
1 , - Bloch in a linear perspective,Pelagian,historical,in o'fher words,Hegelia.n and Mar 

ist - I myself in a stra.nge'verti.oal'manner as a Kingdom which is really'at hand' ,to_ 
enter which 1grace 1must operate,though not the theological grace.All the less so,sinc 
contrary to1 Bloch I do not postulate a'happy end' .Not even Ontimismus mit 'I1raue-rf1.gr · at. n a - --6w •wii< •• which cknowledges the poss lb i lit of failure,but not the'certainty 1 as 
do in historica pe spec 1ve. at never eless separates me from'"' 1ffl'i"rirl J.S 'l!tle"'i>e' ·1,r3! 11in°1'!M1rt:tfft'lmp'rovement or defeat of avoidable evil - a'semi-utopian'attitude~ And above all' the severance of whatever' serenity• and the I good I may _point··1;o~from-c""tra~ 1 
di tional religion and certainly from Christianity. It may well be that the polemical : 
interpretatio~s of his theologic~l opponents - as Panthe~sm ect - fit much be;tto/r in:; tu my frame oi reference, though I would always shy away from the \ford. \_,_:,,, ,. 1rhus my posjgtion is a complex one after all, resting somewhere in between Tillich ... 
Bloch - Hanul-ton - the 1Moderns 1 .Is it worthwhile to clarify this further?, Is this,in other words,a position which I would like to 1 p:ropagate 1? Is it one wHh whioh'MaN' 
can live? Do I live with it,or am I deceiving myself again by taking another part for, a whole? 
Eebr.11 

:, I have reread the last part of Polanyi.'rhough it gets more mystical by the 1
) page and,in line with thia,mor e dogmatlo;'"tnere are a few indications of importance. 
I J:,_i~ myself he :relate~ _all__ c!'i_te~i8:,":fol'_ achi~y~m~nt'in the J,l,iologiaal field to decis-
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ions _made by the Qbse:rver(p~34Z) ,But. 1nucn mo~e- im,~;-_ta:p.1; i~ .. :the )lto.t;ltu:J,aj;e(;SSO .ttf, 
tna""t1values'.ire-11f fim~tely not a problem of•compernplation' ,but of•acting' .Ahd this 
is meant in the radical·--sense-tbi;t ~ ~?_:'-°-omrnltti~~n~~~~~~f-.::;~·ljot by1•~~~1:3eryipg~ -
can we know what a value is,and what the'riglifivHue is.Of course,as a. consequence, 
all our specific 1acti/ng'is dependent on values thus chosen by commitment,which in- · 
eludes the'activity•of thought incl.science.This,however,is nothing new to me.What is 
new ,and needs deliberation,is the more fundamental .~i~ii,1,,}s;;t,BY~8.t9~W.f!Pq;, ~J.Y~1-u,~_J'..~. 
~Y~J'Wr;Mv .. ~I:\,:,1tt$t,(!,gg~t:!iliBliM,¥~,,.J.,\\l,Y,~,~J>,~#":~ ;r,i;)~"'''~~t?n: This somehow ~o~es neaJ:'_ to _ , 
:he Mar~~-~.R.o~~-t~!l1 - i,g},til'2.,, 1~;,i;,~t4~:t!f8.1{1Jb-~ ,rQ1~l a.ct~on .. !)lPt~S ;tr ... OJ{ as a ~eans, 
no-l;'or'flopening one's eyel/,but o:f.' esta.bll.shing a~world which can be'seen',that is,be 
understood,interpreted etc.in general terms,~r reduced to more elementary principles. 
Obviously th.ere is a ~~~h.~-~~~:'.~<?~!>_?a_). ' c~rcl~~ : only' believing' means' seeing 1 

Believing there is an: aot,in the same sense as P.'s comrnittment. 
But - is one free to'helieve'or to'comrni·t•oneself?It is there where P.,in spite of alJ 
his protestations,falls-oack into the 'subjeotiveisphere.There Christianity sees more 
deeply,as does Marx:in the latter case it is the•interests'(incl.the unconscious mo
tives of the non-proletarian sympathizers - take my own•reduction'of my thematic hy
potheses to my 1neuroses'etc.)In the former case it ia'gracei that presents me with 
'faith•.Whatever the truth of the content of these two answers,they point to 
a deeper level where' commitments' are made or' gi VE911.~ - ~~-} t look::.1_3as if ~he;y__~
were"__a.··oase :o:r·115ersonaJ::•~geoisTo-n:. And-·a:Cl the ~ophistry concerning-t11e difference be
twe-en "personal" and 11 subjective"do not bridge that gap.'rhe 'universal intent I with the 
help of which the 'personal'is defined,does not help explaining how one gets there. 
When I fell back on'comp~ion neurosis'in that famous talk in .F'rankfurt,l may have 
talked nonsense substantively,bu.t I was barking u.p the right tree,as fa✓as the pro
blem of the'source 1 ,the 1origin 1mr the driving'force'was concerned • 
. Afternoon. 

Another letter from Hamilton,accompanied by a review of Norman Brown's newest 
book.I wonder what will come of that meeting with him on March 30. · . 
But to continue from ·this morning,Illy Jonas Letter has,or implies,another solution tlf .,, 

I l:~1-·he_~r9,ble~ of how to 1disc.9ver 1value's1or- what' is'r:i.ght 1 .'~~~r~ illi -~rs--·acts ~a-f•oont~in
tplat1on wh1ch'open the eyes 1 :my two kinds of'illumination1 - the aesthetic and the 
,moral one,;),nd in ea.oh case it :i.s"psychological evidence" or the I seJ(~c_o4fj.d~?.,t 

___ ' t laces the _s_ea.~ on th~'vis;i.gp. 1 .If there remains a•r~~o a.cknow-
1.edgf:lS 18 , '!11:lr&~-~ii~t'40'4r: 11 the emergent noosphere is wholly determined 
as that which we believe to be true and :bight---- it comprises everything in which we 
may be totally mistaken"• 

. '.l'h~s it _ · _ ~ ~ resent matters in the J na.s Letter a~ ... ifr t~.~ 9,on.~ 
o,~hat is, he call to• ,ion' ,were to ·l:b!,_ j.nde endent of the o t 7 es of'i · · n 

. is n o t __ t~ue that' Im .Anfang- wa.-r die · 
linewithtiie--insights gai:tiea-aiicffieid to be true. 

l
What then is the meaningof theciofiteriiporary-eiiiaiimdljiation? It offers for the first 

·, 5~~&rtillii~Yf8~~~1ar~R~e~8~f§0£.fd;iitgeff~slis~hf:i~ia~d mor~l int~itions - an 
. n•nand 1ng1nature,other men, 

and the insights gained b. . . . 
"· . Y intuit1en,are superior to the tyranny of nature,man and God 
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will the qpportlJX.1.i tes cre~t;g, th;roµgt~_ ie~_l/iipatton. ~tu:/ in~ fr~~d~ll.l' · :r~tp~r · tJ'l~= in 
r' anarGhy.'rhis raia~s anew the guestion:what is freedom? But even more urgent is the 
:; other q_uestion:is the univex·s~lly 1meaningless 1? Must I go that far in my pretest 
'.) ;against the 1mother1?-Is--~,-;orffj"ffri which r can have the Figaro experience really'mean
: :inl/lless '? Of course,it is a heal thy counter force that I am just readmng again Malraux 

· here all the negativities show up without disguise.But remember,this is all 1 evil 1 in . " he traditional sense - how can I ml\\4ntain my fundamental condemnation of 'idifferenoe 
f the 'indifferent universe'turas out to be not entirely negagtive? 
ebr.16. . 

'.l'he above is a fundamental o~allenge to my fundamentals.Is it s sign o_f strength or of 
weakness that I question again what should be firm? Mo:ce important is a pre-o~se form
ulation of the issue. 
Does myattidue to the 1universe 1not reflect the same attitude I ha,ve toward the eoo-

l nornlc0

~process?rrJ1e latter ':is 11chaotic It~ and7;1ierer'ore 1bad I , but i t·-oan~be···r1maa:e good 0 ~Tn 
~1iesame sense the universe is indifferent and thus•bad' ,namely"irx·esponsible",but Man 
can improve on it within his sphere - I call this in Jonas Letter the process of'hwnan 
ization'.At this point my hiatus between the human and the subhuman world finds some 

., jystifica.tion .. Whatever may be true of the 1 transitional 1 nature of every stage of evolu-' 
tion from the stone to Man -"responsbility 11 arises -"emerges" - on the human level onl~ 

· I will nave to tune down the radical hiatus which I stated in the J .L. between the 
human and the subhuman levels of animate nature.But there simply is no"freedom" in the 
subhuman sphere,sufficiently wide to allow for genuine moral choice.There are the fuzz 
'borderlines of ELSA et~,but basically freedom'emerges' on the human level. 

March 20 
After six weeks of complete frustration - partly fostered by Bea's illness - a thought 

·' has emerged today.I was rereading these Diary Notes with an eye to the :Nfanda meeting 
1 tonight - a mere ritual as I said to J·onas .. But still I want to state my position in 

accord with !fol ton, who is supposed to be there too. 
I was surprised to find a number of interesting ideas.Bu:t the 11brainwave 11occured wheri1 

I read on sheet 5,2 bottom about the significance whuch this pursuit of the subjective 
roots of my thinking have on the formulatiobn of theory,and of a theory which may well 

, \~~=r c:~~derable objective validity.What about .:!::i.t:lng~n .int3-lleotllal __ au t9~~~~:{rap:1;v 

The-'reason why I refrained from this - since 1951 ... was the emphasis on"biography", 
that is,the personal aspect pure and simple,the questionable nature of which became so 
clear again when I read .Arnolt:d Brecht.But could the emphasis not be on 11intellectual"'? 
Could not the· ersonal aspect serve the enlightenment of object:ive issues? 

T~ .. PUJ!:~~,,!!~ ... ~~~:1!!!~!~!;;~JQ,~£.wf1,%"~'~~~!~:~,~~:~,;!~,!:,~'.~~,~E~,~-h·,,~i?.,{h ..... 1!1~,~!:~ ... ~,~~~;,~J.'-me.1.~t 1,uu 1.1esu vun.1.1neu ox course i;o i!.tOonom cs.'J.1ne ?'riue (h JJ.1.oer·c;y ,w c :i:0.1.J.6Wi:f :r'f3.1.ated 
·ttne~ - as is stated in these Notes - is disregarded,as is the book on the Universitie~ 
my conri:rn with -~he Jewish problem, the Bloch piece,and perhaps otner 11extra-curricular 11 

produo:rs,whioh I fail to identify at the moment.Anyhow,OEK would be in the center,and 



' 
•. the first,6.problem would be to ;identip the 11 thexnatio, l;l.ypo_th~~~~~,· and: p~rh~~s~ ~b, to~~ 
Late them to other work. 1r.t1is might give me a chance of elaborating on such hypotheiies 

generally,along the lines 'of Holton.All this would::remain in the 11objeotive 11sphere.'11he 

question then comes:what are tne subjective roots,and I cannot in abstracto determin{i!_ 
\ 

how 11 indisc:tete 1 I would have to be.Somewhere the transition would have to be found to\ 

the· 1metaphysicaPproblems,as indicated in the Jonas Letter •. And there is mo reason why -~ 

I should not take up the issues which stood in the center of the 11 search 11 f'or the last 2-t:.~ 

years:inLerpretation of the"meaning of the 20th century" - my11utopia 11 - the ambm.guity , 

of the meaning of freedom etc. 
I mu,st be careful:in the emotional atwosphere of the'discovery' I am likely to minimize 

the difficulties or even inauperabilities.But at the moment it appears ·that this would 

take from"'J(two burdens:(l)the excessive sub,jectlhvity !hf a pnrely existential cohfessio 

and(2) the obligation to be elaborate in the discussion of the ob,iective,esp. the poli

tiiiib.1-methphysical problems.Perhaps the 11light touch"for which I have been searching 

all these years oouJLd b1realized,without falling into the trap of an existential outbur 

along the lines of the Jonas Letter. 
To gain perspeotive,I would have to try an outline.Obviously no outline conceived ear

lier is' pf any help.:mven the outline would have to be the product of a happy mixture 

.. of"controlled free association 11 .It would be an 1nssay after all - no serious of letters_ 

~· ~nor a diary,no Pascalian '.Phoughts nor a Dialogue.But the implicit 11 confessional 11charao

ter might help to keep the style :f'luid .• Though the umbilical cord to the personal would 

be more obvious thanrnin all prior attempts,the major topics would be objective.And the 

relating fill of the 11objective11 to the 11 subjeetive 11 would be an original attempt. 

'.rhe immediate problem isrnhen to start? I spent the last two weeks on collecting mater .. 

al for a Bchuetz paper.Should 1 continue with this,and leave the elaboration of this 

idea to the vacation?'l'here may be merit in letting the idea sink in,and see whether 

' the steam wiU go out after some lapse of time.And it ma~ even be that the Schuetz 

paper might clarity some objective problems,whicb are relevant for the bigger issue. 

_fl:'9!~st 28,67 o K.L.Just a brief note of another biinwave.1 reread yesd3erday the Jonas 

letter,and found it to my great surprise much better than J. had remembered.1~ot that it 

is in any way ripe for publica.tion,or even could be used as a first draft.But it con

tains a number o:f interesting ideas,worth further elaboration .. ~see also sheets 38-9 

in my regular diary notes).Now again the question is:what form.And I am mik:amronow mov

ing away from all artificial tricks :Ln the direction of straightforward essay writing. 

OrilJfith one big difference,and this is tA-ebrain wave to be e:x:ploredmo longer do 1 

think that it should be a"systematic"piece,driving home a special point,such ,tis the 

prediction,aff'irmation and reservation with regard to the wave of the future.Rather, 

and this leads back to 65,1v1ontaigne now appears to me as a useful model • .Ln other words 

the 11whole 11might be a collection of smaller essays,dealing with quite different issues: 

all of them related to me past e.xperience and thinking~in other words,it would bdin

deed an"intellectual autobiography", but without any chronologoeal pretenses,and w\i th

out any systematic sequence.My experiences in the political realm,in edication, in 

ijQp~~tifi£\o r3iaffi BfU~~@rtfi'sfl~p0 ~, b~~ ttihf! ti,r1aswJ!i@tffiM.o:tHflOJOfllsmol5~t~IH;h13IDijllJ efia& t;iQ)l}S, 

.L this context the ,Jonas letter could fit in as an excursion into "philosophy "or what 

tB.israi._ 
.Y-Bpresent.1,et me mull this over. 1 

I 
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August 31.67.These are strange days.After weeks of running away from anything below 
the meerest surface,the rereading of the Jonas Letter has reopened the 1 aepths 1 .J:Jut 
theyreally look like the region of the"id" - utterly confused,contradictory,so far 
unmhnageable.·1·he subjective tonus that accompanies that exploration is not gayer or 
more affirmative than the malaise of the preceding weeks,but I prefer it yet. 
If i try to give all this a'direction' - maybe a dangerous and even murderous under
taking - it concerns a new line which the struggle wi t,1 existentialist ideas - Bloch 
piece;Atlas;Jvnas Letter - might take.'11here is a good deal about the psychological 
background of all this in my private Nptes,sheets 39-41.Here I am trying to draw from 
this"objective"conclusions, w:i.th a hope that a new "work program"might emerge • .lJNen if 
most of the coming year will be filled with"chores"of one kind or other,it seems to 
be almost a question of intellectual life or death that there is something else,how
ever remote as a topical preoccupation,which gdives "meaning"to my being around still. 
The difficulties with which .L have been struggling now for the better part of three 
years,relate to the fact that l know full well what this Xis not to be,but the notion 
of what it is to be changes continually.It is not to be one of two 11marginal"enterpriseE 
Neither a"detached - 11 scientific 11 

- study nor a purely personal autobiography.But it is 
to contain elements of both olfi these extremes.ln 11 tone 11even if not necessarily in sub
stance, the Bloch piece went toijfar in the "personal 11 directiono'rhe 11Equali ty 11 probings 
of 64,and most of the 11outlines 11 sketched after I thought I had solved the issue in Sant;; 
Fe,wwnt too far in·the other directions.In some way the Jonas letter came nearest to 
what seems to be a balance,though it too/ retains one feature of the"objective 11extreme 
that will have to be overcome.this is the 11prwaching"quality,or the"didactic"eros,try
ing to 11solve"a problem and summon the World to accept it.what mal<es the Jonas Letter 
,appear11/4onesided today and not really 11 true 11 ,namely reflecting what l "really11mean,has 
to v.o with this didactics.I might formulate the"theme" in this way;while acknowledging 
dif:f'icul ties and even worse,l want to elicit an affirmative attitude toward the 11 trend": 

lechnology f' large-sc:9-le organiz~tion -. increasmng planning on all levels.True,I have 
: cll:;nowledged the problem of who is to plan the planners,and have even placed it in the 
(f enter of some of my later outlines.But in doing so,.i have not only talrnn for graqib.ed 

that we should ride the wave of the future,but I have committed myself to an increasing 
ly 11 speculative 11 emogasis.1,fter all, what else than wild speculation is all this busines 
of a new clergy,uetc.1uid though this arose from one of my"good"characteristics,namely of 
not being sat:Lsfied with 11britique 11alone - opposite:Horkhe:Lmer and Co,,including iviar
cu('l\s - it somehow does not participate in that"life blood" testimony,which otherwise 
thl's presenttation is supposed to be - unless I do what 1 tried on some earlier sheets 
of these Notes,namely to relate aU this to my private make-u.p,a doubtful and ultimatel 
not very interesting undertaking,when seen from the"public"point of view. 
1 cannot say that it was these hotions,instictively felt,that blocked the continuation 
of these Notes during the first half of this year.But they are certainly good reasons .. 
Now there came that"brainwave"of a few days ago,indicated at the bottom of sheet 7,2. 



iWW the main idea there was to tal<:e the"didactic sting"out of the w110le, by transforming it j.nto a sort of intellectual autobiography, with emphasis not on the 11 courseof my life or any other sort of narrative,but on certain11problems 11or areas of experience,such as politics,edm.cation etc,namely areas which have been centr·al in my life.incl.philosophy and metaphysics .. My first reaction,after a few hours elation uecause sometlling seemed to be feasible after all,was one of11 resignation11 ,most clearly expressed in my priva:be .Notei: But perhaps this is again 11 extremism11 ,l-'erhaps it is possible to retain a 11direction 11 ,e.g. by ]?lacing the several sections of such a"confession"in the service of enligntening the 11bu~_ng 11 issues of the age - all the issues which for~.y were supposed to be handled didactically.I do not at this moment see cleady what thf)'forrntwould be of this"synthesis11, but H shpuld not,in principle,be impossible.What matters is to find a way which retains the"objective"slant without committing me"to save the world"~I suppose that in such a presentation. many problems could be left unsolved,even if they were shown up witl' emphasis.in other words, wisdom would have to be the outstanding trait of such a piece,not a"call to action". 
'l'he greatest diffj_culy J. foresee at tt1is juncture is:how to achieve unity and brevity'? As such the enterprise looks forbiddingly comp.rehensive, even if I am not obligated to carry each part to :Lst I systematic' conclusion.'rhere is,in other wotdsia problem of"selecl' tion",made difficuljl' because it is no longer a question of building up a systematic argument,as the outline of Santa Fc1 had intended.I suppose that much more mulling over will have to go into this, before something tangibel arises.11erhaps not so bad. in a situ7 ation in which only leisure hours can be devoted to this anyhow. whatever the outcome ,: may be,at this moment lam certainly back in the button maker's spone -

Jan.29,.§§.. J.n tke midst of tile preparations f0r oympositm 1 another 'brain wave,stimyla- • ted by reading llitscherlicll .. mi.at irks me in the Jonas le·tter is th.e feeling that 1 lived there far bey@nd my capital.J. have made much too many dogmatio statement,esp.as far as · Morality is concerned • .&W general atti, tude is muck te11t''p0sitive ,as far as the future o:f emancipati©n is concerned and,above all, as far as•the abs©lute 11values are concerned. Abt for nothing do l have the perverse feeling that 1 might well argue en the ether side - I could and - I saouldl In other words,should I ever return to this enterprise, would t not be much more truthful,and would it not also be mueh more valuable,if I were .t0 expose my"dialeotioal 11pesiti0n in aost of these :matters.In the end the balance.may well turn into one direction - at the moment I honestly do not know in wha•t direetiexi. But this sm@uld be tke res u 1 t of many detailed examination of concrete issues, not imposed by some abstract reasaning. 
uf course,my concern with t.lae problem of Suzanne .uanger shows my "longing fer ahs0lut~stt' Hut I only need be confronted wi•tll a book like the pest.numus tl,illich, to Jae in rebelli0n · against tm.at"searol& fer aesCi>lutes".JVtst if l want t0 1~exkibit"lll5{self ,as J. really 01 ~ this dialectics is indispensable.Al\d once more - it may be objectively more valuael; in an age ef extremes ... wh.ere "progress 'and reaction fight each otlter • .1_ may: llave travellea .a lon.g way since Sils in 64,and it may mean a retreat fr0a p(;')Si tfons @f Bl©c:b.,Jomas,net to say 'JJillich @r Riezler ~e · t • " 1 - .1:. cannot suppress real sympathy for .1.•1itsch.eliell. 



DI.ARY 9. 
March 29,68.0bvio\.l,sly the days preceding a Symposium are "critical" - again I must 
report a"brainswave".And paradoxically - it is the very opposite of the one noted on 
the preceding page.It came when I wrote a lejr,ter to Bloch,introducing the German text 
of m.:K.On that occasion it became clear to me as never before that the book is an aca
demic tract - anemic,scholastic,overburdened with methodology.But there is a substan
tive position implied,wihich comes out in my critique of not only the 11 traditional 11 

ap,Proach, but also Marx.in a word,.,POLI~IC.AL ECONOMIC~ demonstrates not only a research 
technique,but a"way of life".As .r-pui it to Bloch today,.o.ne can base on it a theory 
~"utol!ian spcia:tr.~~-" ·:-;t~pian because the"l.aw of devel";ii~entr;is 1;;"nied - sooia"'i':1.:m, 
because more , than meets the eye considering my stress on decen~ralization; it is a the
ory of"mixed systems 11 .. But this means more than a detached study of an autonomous phe
nomenon - the"mix"is willed and planned,amd in principle there are no limits to such 
planning.But the anti-Marxian strain shows in the belief,and the appeal,to 11reason11on 
every level - re~ember the lasf pa~graph in Bob 1$review. 
~vhaf follows'? Can I rewrite the essence of the book in such terms'/ l t is impossible 
to say at the moment what I can use of' the old text,and what has to be add.ed.More impol 
tant perhaps,there may be many thoughts in these Notes since Sils,which might find a 
place in such a draft.Of cou:bse,and this is diff'ernce from what l was groping for durm• 
ing the last ;year,or even since the Jonas letter - the biographical aspect would re
cedef,and would at most"shine through''as the"temperanment t11rough which such a Welt
bild is shown .. Anyhow this is a much more adequate way of revealingmyself. 
I took a first look :Lnto Galbraith,and it is obvious that I must mad the book.Even if 
all my instincts rebel, against him,he has something to say to my problems.It might 
·also be necessary to look into the original utopians .Anyhow I pJ)tt aside Moldenhauer, 
Lorenz v.Stein,a.nd 1 will have to look in the library for other sources.Besides Veblen 1 

whose"engineers" fall in the cai;gory of the"leaders" a la tlob and Galbraith.I suspect 
Utt all this is antlcipated in St • ...,imon. 
Now,of course,if anythingfs to ~ome of th is,the 11utopian"strain must be emphasized 
much more strongly than in the book. 1l1he conclusion of my Marx lecture - I refer to my 
cours~j1- gives an indication what this amounts to.And there will be the rub:even if l 
could recommend rny scheme as a prelmminary solution - possible tode1,y because of out 
knowledge of the New Economics ~ the presence of 11key posi tions"~own to older 
Utopiaris,I could not pose as a"'"optimist" .rrhis wHl be the touchstone:whether I sue~ 
ceed in amalgamating what I have to say on the positive sid~,e,ith my skepsis otherwise 
In a word~o.¥..!o .. ~i}!;nth?.2ize 1e,or!. !fl with Jltlaa'? It goes welllrifhe "e.romethean"aspect 
of Atlas.But I cannot accept the ~ch hybris - well,this position will have to be 
elaborated.But it might indeed be that there lies the long sought for Archrnedian point 
And as far as publishing is concerned,I probably can persuade Nanda to take it into 
the studies on Humanism,forgetting about CREDO. 
Now I am writing all this in the 11heat 11of the original conception 1 and I shall have to 
see what this looks like in the cold light of critical evaluation.would it not be nic~ 

if I could in this manner connect the stages of my work over the last 20 years? Even 
the symposia would gain some meaningl 



A,pril 1.. All is over,and it looks as if my feelings were quite different this time -
much mmre positive.Of course, i.t is too early - last time the bad reaction came only 
after a few days.The trouble with J'llorgenbesser was a minor annoyance, as was ·the re
peated experience with Neisser • .But more may come.Objectively there is no doubt,that 
both sessions were much better this time.There simply was not that kind of defense of 
fixed position.And the response of Nagel showed that even in this realm understanding 
is possible .. Of the other speakers 1 had the best impressions of Wartoffsky.Looking 
through my notes,I recognize that not much useful was said otherwise.And yet at least 
the tp~ice discussed were worth while.Unfortunately the discourse with Jonas did not 
go well.The reasons for this lie deep* I fear that not much can be do~~because in 
his own way he is'fixed".But it is ultimately the fixation of the Old Testament. 

However,fn the mean time bigger everi\hav~pened - the Pres1.dent 1 s speech-last 
night.l!'or the record this is my guess:(lJ North Vietnam will decliMe.(2;thi§l will shoot. 
our11peace candidates"to pieces ~ 3)'.rhe wa:l("will not only go on, but with popu(ar request 
will be escalated (4)for this a "war .l:'resident 11is required - Johnson will be drafted. 
I d!iln•t think that Humphrey will take over.Apparently he is only halfheartedly for the 
war,and anyhow he has no public image.If I am right,we are heading for just those bad 
times I have feared all through.1 will see in the end my demand for direct controls 
accepted •- Heaven knows w h a t kind of war and against whom this will be then. ln 
addition the growing tens4A in the 1~ear East - it could not look worse. 

Now on this background I turn back to my 11brainwave 11 .lt has received suppor·t in 
the mean time from tow sides • .l!'irst, the idea of the students to hold another symposium 
in the fall on the political aspects of OEK - it is grotesk~ that not a. single word 
was uttered about this in the Conference - it shows what guys our political scientists 
are.i am happy about this plan.It will strenglhhen my -eontact with the right kind of 
students.And it will m>q!!XBX compel me during the summer to,ponder the very issues that 
would have to be dealt with in allotner book. 

_( 'I'he second push came from my fa~k
1 

}'l'~~h !;;~~~~e Yfsterday.It has deepened my insigh 
( into the very two problems which I regard as ultimateJunsolved; 1l'here is,first,the prob

lem of 11spcial causation",and secondly the ~ fact that the situation for which my ar
gument is built up is,in a way,no less marginal than classical capital:ism. 
The two issuea are strangely connected.'l'aking a methodological start,i t has been clear 
to me for a long time that l must have some answere to the social causation problem.,if~,_. 
my transi ti.011 from instrume~T'to~""w'i'th--tnis-·:r~ my 

e ove innovation o know edge being insepara e · rom ac .10n.r11his now need.a specifi
cation.obviously if there is no "knowledge"of sqme however loose kind in the fi:fl'#d of 
social causation,action carmot occur and the lt>nk with knowledge cannot be establ:ished. 
So it all boils down to the fact that,in our marginal situation,earlier conditions of 
theorefical knowledge have disappered - what .in at1other context1J~otes for 2nd Symposiu 
I called the .]£.§!Ssures of 1~ature and 'l'radi tion.Tl:JIS placed Control in the center.,i;ut l 

_;!;}I-St ~~ -~~-;!Im~, the 0 .. 1~.!,ressur~s ~.~ ~.~ .. ~a~ df1sa_pp
1
ea7~1 9,or~.~-ei~J;;y, and not only 

!
because this is factualiy no""ts'o":13ut ~ they liad reai1y a'.1saapeared there would be no 
tJ1ore social causation. what happened j th t th f · 
patt"!_~ns have loosened in certain fiefds :hi!e e~a~{~~s11m9,k~ fot te!S'ular behavioi, 
~,- > •~ •-- "U I <or •• .... J ,rs J. g a. eas O so'iiie" extent in 

,., Sf "'1 •a rt .::.W...:.Wlll'W ,_ 



DIARY 10 

otherss11ow thLs 1 breakdo\m"is distributed among the various realms of action,is a most 
lmpocyant subject for fu:bther study., 
At the moment I say tentatively:in the narrow field of economic choices the breakdown 
ts far reaching - so far that we cannot generalize on any autonomous patterns.vu the 
other hand, the response to 11 controls", though by nm means strict and therefore also not 
usable as a s:i.mple major premise,functions to some extent.·.J:his is what makes POL.JJ;C. 
possible - within the limits often stated. 
AI'l.d it is important to realize that here the goal problem enters.it is _the• breakdown 
of tacitly acczeted macro-'1oal - based on religion or fighting fa:tths l.ike eru.igfite'tt
r:1ent,early vommunism etc. - • hie has loosened the ties -apart from the issue of af; . 
flue11ce which 1 rightly stress.vf course, e rive or accumulation should be inc!uded 
":'n ".'fficr'se"faiths",i;J.nd for good reasons.In other words,the diasmesis of our time mus;t 

e c rried far be ond what I did in OEK.It must include the whole nexus of social 
c.a.a rm •..... ~ _., 

atternization · d its partial dissolu ion, wi tlLJ?recise !oca't!-on of the "Wea.Kif anct~ 
e remaining 11 strcbag"spots .. All this will inc'iude'tlie discussion of our contermpory · 

.. evolutions' - from the real revolutions i.n the East to the 11revolution of expectations 
to the hippiestthat is,the exit from societ.y.A.nd,of course,the healing forces,if any. 
But it is essential that the thesis of the unit of knowledge and action must be limi

,'Led t,; marginal situations like ours,and cannot serve as a genera p n p o · soc;i.a 
, ana ysis .. 

1 this sho":$ how important i.t .is to move down11into the arena"of real social issues, 
from my present lofty pdiaition of methodological abstraction.In a word,the case ana-; 
lyzed in OJJ'!K,will reve l itself as another"special case"for which the general ru!e must 
till be esta) ised.'r · is is cas e opposite limi II o earl;j ea.pi talsyt - the hungry 

t is re). aced by the "desooialize'a Man"ln its many'varla.Hon:complefo privatizatio'6: 
mass consumption - hippy .. •r us e soc al order must be imposed - in a way a strange 

arallel to Germany,as I describe it in the Price of'Liberty. 
iit.»ally,. this time the 11v mdication of goals"cannot be avoided.The problem there is: 

,,: here to take any, even provisional, s ta/iar s, once " ai ths "in the b,bove sense has broken 
( own?Perhaps even Bloch's new book,-m .Y book - will help here:K,~9.Me indicate~, tha~, 
;J?,oci!f,;:.l 11in ... an 1;::1sp:e!¢i.fied sense can be the s~'!rC"e of a substf.ttute faith - well,all 
.this will have to '6e discussecl. . ' 
How to proceed? It may be too early to play around with outlines - I almost certainly 
have not yet coll~Jcted all the essential issues.So I had better go on in this manner, 
namely in "applied Heuristics''. 

' April 7 .]1or once my pessimism has proved wrong: the Vietnamese will negotiate ,in spite 
of the strange provocations of our Air F'orce.:But in the mean time tne tragedy wHh 
Martin Lu.ther King occured,and no one ijnows as yet what the consequences will be.I am 
strongly reminded of the murder of Rathenau.It is not even clear whether we can go to 
Wash:i.ngtom, as has been planned for so long. 
F'or the rest my brain¢ does not work.As a general"mood" my brainswave is still very 
much alive,but my hope that I might continue my Heuristics'today,is not fulfilled .. 
Al to:,.ether my mood is not bad - so far no repetition of the depression after the first 
stmibsium. I think I know what u.l timately caused it then. 



April 9~An inter1:ui~:1ii.s, r!Pvi,ew bf Lic~-~h~im on some fleceht M~rxist 
wI•it:i.ngs(New York Heview~.!t brings home t<? me."that I cannot es ... 
Jad::k:bil.gx: cape r-i d:tsoussion ... of th.e Materialist Conc.eption of Jiifiory 
in relation tom~ Thought-Action problem.Nor can I escape the di
scussion of ffidealism"as the ba.sis of Goal f'ormation,/t'here is an. 
interesting relationship between Max Weber and Kant in relation 
to values.Porbably I must reread bo'lth the 0x•i tique of Pra.otioal 
Reason and of Judgment. 
For the rest I will soon htve to form an idea which jhoughts of 
OEK J:t'e to be taken over ind perhaps be elaborated., I· _that respect, 
my tflree talks at the Symposia may help - a:f.'ter all,'bhey diseussed 
some of the 11underlyinglfissues :besides the 11on'bologica.l "value issue , , 
in Jone.a the Wa.rtof'f.sky-Morgenbesser issue of whether there is 413 
a "super-du;ee:r theori"- perhpas the problem. of Jite'ur~'.st"ies"("'[Tt:A 'l am 

"tltt"' !ure J - '"-eie, lurr~ ~robie,m of la,st summer: there i s a magni ... 
fieent dyn9_mios ':t'rom ~5hno!ogy to "A?'r!uenee ..,.o l0osening of Beh. , 
Patterns to threat to Affluence - another dynamios,e.lrea.dy i:nd.ioa.t@ 
in Marx: self-o:t."ganization of Ce.pi talism in the form of builing o.t, 
Oo,mmand 'l'om rn."ff~ '"'--'oovrous!y also "'tFie" nm~ ot'111l'o'eiil 5 ausa'.f:to'E~ 

1'.nion.€!!""~ 'eionomle issues:the problem of 11disorder",1ogically and 
histor:toe.lly(in this :respect oorrect:l.on seems necessary: it, ~~ nQ.;br 
reall true that traditional Economics is simply a limiti"ng oase 

~

o .-o ca Eoonom· • s s rue on y ,o, · .. o .. J.11. 
i,ofict"er''i°s dohdeiV~tt 'ti~ predioat:tb'liLlti't;y only. It it is taken :tn th.e 
wider sen$e of 111ivab:tlity11 ,the la.issez..,faire situation was not 
11order1yn '11his thought was s:bi:nru.lated by Keoske.) ... Logie o:f I.A. 
relative to other deeision models ? ... myneonservatismttinr elation 
to my striving for oonformity relative to goals,bu'h at the same 
time my method :i.c!l iride:penenden.t of this. 
I had better go once more over my P.P.Furthermore reading of the 
pI'OO·fS m1.ght help too. 
:But it is quite clear that the major problem is ·bhe Archimedian 
P,oint - where to start from - where to drive to?There the overall 
'disgnosis of our time" ... end of Ch.6 and also Lue1cs Gemchiohte 

un.d Klassenbewussrsein ma:r, help; the· end o:rrrnatura'.l'. seleot1.on 11 • 

Another issue will be the'temper"in which th'dts is to be written. 
At the moment; I am "s.ctivistie O 

... beyond the slceptical moot\ whioh 
seized me la.st summer.More in 1:i.ne with the ,Tonas letter.,though 
less rr e.xis tent:I.alis tic "or rroonfes s ional 11 • 

I suppose that I mu.st also review all the notes written since Sils,., 
There are most likely certain ideas stated which will fit here.or 
course I must fa.oe the fact that I ca:nnit play around with this 

@r :another five years - notl to sa.y:14 years if I count frem 1950 
• If the students bring the Symposium off, i.t w:1.11 be a great help, 
least in raising the pertimneri:t questions. 

J J ~O\ M i~J\ ~ 1 t i ~ j,., tt & 1 
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DIARY 11. 

April 29. In the mean time a slight shift of emphasis has taken place,namely ;toward 
the "year 2000 11.I have just ordered ·the respective issue of Daedalus.In a way it is 
a reaction against Jonas•paper with its strong Aristotelian tendencies over against 

·I 
I 

the"openness of the fiture". first ooncernsh uld be to ascertain those trends wh c~I 
: seem~ unalter~e:population increase - progress in industrializa ion etc.It milJht be . 
• .. ~very useful to distinguish possibilities - biological, psychological etc. - from what 
' seems inescapable. 

'rhe general problem is to hold the proper middle line between being tough and being 
soft.In this respect I am back at an issue which preoccupied me in Santa Fe.This re
lates to the issues discussed earlier here via type oit;"Goals" .In a. way it will bV' 
11substantive 11reply to Joans,to whom I conceded too much the other day.Altogether my 
fee;lling grows that the.book was not only"timid" and over ... for.malistie,but also mu.oh too 

, narrow in r~e.In a way it relates to what I should do,aa Galbraith .Affluent Society 
relates to :~ later book.On the other hand,l must be cartiful to keep i t 11 sne;ppy11 - I 
cannot embark on another year long project. 
I expect that the Daedalus issue saves me the reading of the entire literature about 
the 1future 11 .rn a way the moat immediate issue to be tackibed concerns the restncturing 
of the governmental process.In a negative wa;y,Kaysen•a paper becomes ever more impor
tant,and l might say a little more in reply,to it if we should ever get to a p-ilb~icat
ion of those papers. 

·xa.~~ ,w~-~~•RA1l!tffi•1;k;,nf,~t;,lll•11\lk~•,1J,;?~01m\'1i,,;11~~~~~~~i~,~:e~itl~1 

··· equaition.What about"ideology11 ? Is this .. ,· ,~~¥1?-,11.--
sona'l equation,a.nd thus a. 11 step f . t would. then at 
a level 11 pa.ra.llel 11 wi t · en a.sped ts .Bob nowadays - but. 
already in et - operated at this level - does this 
~. - :'V#lD:8? 
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. ·2· .-,I' will "ce):'taiill.y aave ·to disekss' tae: uwnc· •i•as yeurselt• .Perapasr ;i;' sll•ulii 
' ' •ffer· illltb interpreitati•na:neet ·f•r self-at::firuti•n ~· si•ply q•ldea Rule, tkat 
~i~ •~th tl&e d.•~,•~e u~, tae ~•rei.ci't ~l~cy ._I m.glit' s1i~t ~ut ·~1th tae, Q•ldenRUle · 
. \· ·~t, ~•~ ~•••nse~se interp~~ati.u .• k~ .ta~. selt"-aff:l~ti•n i~~u~ sl~ul41 ceae up, 

~ ~1cause ~t tile S~el ~"~l~_an~ wh~t ~.oail: tae•st~~tural ~fut~~~•ns•t• just 
. _·a~~i~n ap~

1
~ust stater, in; a ~y;en l'il.ist,-10U. ••~•n~. .. . .. 

. ·, G,1',~~~ly ·! t~el.- ~~at t,ts i~sine~, •f 1~e•~r split 1is :ut ~lly tb.•upt tbm. 
1 ,,, , r~~,~ w~~ ill. i)ils a c~¢.1-•~•n ,,tween ~.'?,1:t-ac,»•:',ar,1~iJs,1~jus~iqe• ~I laave n•w : 
,; .,d.eci~ect~,.Ji,.t~~,:e~ ~e iiil_ieai cw,~d a~ :r,terri~:.t.J~~s!iqe -.,se tbt re- • 
. terenee t•• as y•urself1aust als• refer, t'? ~~~ioe.ta,t is 111nil(-aar~i'llatien aeeei••: •i~ ~. t:q.e•, d~e«s tow,rd t:.,. ,:t;.en'.'.:"c~• ,'till~ •~ent to wM~ l ~-,~t?.~t ia ll7 

•tereign pet,cy' ,l. uy ~i'i:na ~selt''d•aestically• .:aut ;H; is quit4!,,a.neth.19:r pn-
ile• ~~ < w~ t IUµmEtl' j~t ;ferei,pi ••v-i•r at;f 1ets ;:111 ~ 11r~l'Uc~e !, , ~, ,-~Yier1•ly. 
In Qaying. ••. 1 · i,,st'1;].ate an. ~~,t.u,~o~, ;•:f :IQ:,«~,,,\;~ -.Y,, ~•~••.x ,.~~4-.-~et.x·• taat 
:l,1;\ e\l'~ey ,ju-J.. 1aQt '7' y;~alt f;trcpe's ffre .,~~et ,~_.a ... t~•~l?f~:~i:.,,~~Yr supply tlte 
•,tl.let• ~,•er,gy ff;r ~~e J-qs~ act,;µ,.;;, py,t,;:t,.;~"tr,)lse,~•t•¥f::r~~lve1••taaet• 
( w~~c}J. 1 .n~tly '4,J.lied. f.i• ta,.••~•~ . 9••?, :t:~,rce,J ,-~~ ,d•e, .. ~.t mean? 
• Qi~i1-.1~ -.y in.ljltinots"? . 1,.; ,this ,tlle .. luk -.,t,ee• J1:1st~,o~ rc~cl ~,;pe"?1. Is Nl!)l• G• tlle result ,tt tae 1 ci1ilizat:i•l\'•t the vi,,A r,r,e~ ,ls/1:µti•t~~ 'dislik
ing• •r itulifferenee the ~•nse~u.e11rce. i•f~,a~t~•I?r':-:- j~t, 'l' ~~j;ti~t. - ,:tn ~,.-;vitu 

. ~•rce,s?:~in.,4n,; ,in4it:t',e~n~e tl\er,e , rai,9re, ~ , e~~i~ely ,~ew J>,f!•~~q :,,a~,. :•'!. Jar 
dealt wi tk EVIL aJ».d INDU'l!'ERENG:ril as p:rope.tti~s ,t f.CtHP., ~~ •¾ •tine -, , :pe,r,llaps 
this c~ates 'a11 '-iae , t~.u~le.~his. •-qst ie *•uc~t .~~~h •~a.• , -•~., tffliiq in alst. J' ~ ; ' ' , ~ _Ii _t , , • '1 I ,. ·-: \ f / , . 1, , I :,, , , , .J , ··" , , , ·- ',. , _ • 

what I said ~--~u,t, ~~l GOP.,Jll, ,, ' ' ·,.. f. . ' ', ,, ,) ;r ·. ; ' ' . \'. •. '. ; •• 

,_ii'.' ' : , i i ; .~.- _i I , . r I ' ··. , , ~ ( _, -~ : i. f\ · 

l , 1.L ' I 

· .. ~ ,' ,.,.J, 

: 1 

JON.AS 4 
(6)-thlls now finally raises the probl811. of tile •structural im.pedim.ente• tQ proper· 

·self-affirmati~l\ 
1 1. there is what l can call the 1exietential. 'bl•ck:_being aware of 0ur failu:.tes 

l(1;t ·· t\ 1 concerni:mg our. neighbor, we cannot be just t0 ourael ves - i~ this tru.e?, A, new 
,,d.0~ 10 

insight opewuwe cann0t•l,ike'ourselves,,but .!!_ __ ~an_ w~!.~.- afl:_1~--~~!!!l."!~!LiL_ . 
UV ,, tke sense thai; we regard.. eurselves as wd)rthy of imp~v~en~,.and ''say liO',tha.t. 
:>I/~ 'Is, summ©n go•a; iiitentions.:aurrni1i1s IWUllert1ae. aac,ep-canee of th.e imperative i 

aaco:aes itself a. means ta better selt-affirme;tli.on,whilJh in turn is said. to 1 

· be a. cenditien for aooeptance of the imp~rtai:ve.l kB now think that this is 1 

wrong,baeed •n the Wl'QDJ idea that we shoulcLlike eurselv.es. · 
1et0.re centinu:i.nt; ~other idea just Calle up;Eer~ps iili.eifas yeurselt"reters :to tlaemGGlden Ruletgive justice as you expects :ee be civen..It would. then n1t 

/ .. r~fer t(!) w•d~11estie policy'of the Self ,'but to its to:reign. poliey,aud estaU bli~ reciproc.i;fzy".'J1his•soherJ,inter,pr1tatiori tits well into the spirit 0f the 
~ Old t,estam.ent- but. what about th.e Newt, · 

I. ~ie so tar aeen·interestad. in my fo-rm.er •d4t,lmct:i,o•inte~retation. 'because 
of' tl',teSimmelpl"Qblem.and tbe positive feed'tla cks of «otd or bad act.ten.New 
these tefJ4baoks have actually nothing to do witll my a t t i t u d e to 11\Y"" 
·sell,~ or hatine,bu.t with :I.ta 41bject1ve•stru,eture.Qbeying the ColQlalld 
makes me intG a person w~,1le111tti.1le,can ehey. even better,and conversel:,.~e 
••nverse1is especially inlpelrtal'lt .because it sets l;i.mi:ts to obed:i,enoe,tege- ' 
th.et' wita; .. the 11non-existentlal1t blo9k,stperson.al ·_and·· sc,u:1ial~hGW l ,ae• to 
be able te ti.SQUS$ th:i.s im;p0rtAAt aspe9t without. CQllm'!itting .yself to a psy
Qhol~d,eal theory whica estab:\.islles pmpQrtinaftty li>etween, Selbst.-wi<l F.t-emd-
Ue:be. . 

~7)ture is still, the issu.e,hi."ted at e~lier\!_1'jether ~e ~l?e~!~v~ ~~-·~ways_ 
" ,,!~• • te'..LJ.ing me what to do to be 4ut in the give,n. situati,n~!F ,-ietaer 

1 t . als• ~Jttains a gen$ral eo~d to taake i ~se~~- !'312e;jl,l!tlUJ • .• 1. tbink that 
tbis pii'blem £alls away ~th. my -insight that1 thr ~~pedi,c · state cannot be , 
WUled •r aade,G>ther than threU£"h the parallel,0t the :eaithless prayer.In 8 o.th.er words, ~re ;is · na •the.r way et"p~ttog" the state oflei~"tl'lan act 
accroding to the eenunand. ,. 

oJI have said nothing abeut mvy..·.J.VJ.ore and m.Cre I. think that the paasa,gea on skeet 2 
"of the. draft ablln.\l.dbe movecl __ t0Jtb,e ditSoussien on QOOD etc. - there is a wq of 
leaving there the passages about the duaU.stic epl.i t • .0ut tlle issue is cardinal 
because et my defining the task of the .eoujuratie a$ fight against a.e.)y specify
iDg tbis figkt as E!Uancipation fol' our ~e,I aeem to be in li~e with what l define 
e.s GO.OP-:idnetifieati•n.·.i:aen EVlL .is everything eb1,1tru.ettng this. 
Now i~. ~his 00 . .neetien the pJ:Oblem of my two kinds of t!;vil 'becomes central.wlq is 
x,.eration o# ooo.d, that.,is, •aoiive 1EVIL less bad th.an illdiftern.ecn l think tlilmt I i 
h.ave a,t e~t4ing ·tlo.ere;hut it is net•argued 1.eut .. lvan and Dai.try are teed ~ 
bols,but for whatYIJ;!1te analogy with Nature .and sec0nd Law is fine.Hut wlaat I have 
to prove is ,eithe.r there is :u fundanetalB@e~es - no Jago o.r Use Keo - er taey 



~~~::~.Q~l.tally-,~luippeni~in th.:i:ef•:)a±st•rxoal ~ayruwics t is:wideni:n,; i:ntuitien 
< 

l_these wll.• de the •evil deei',n0t fer a'll.igaer pu~se• however llistaken,iut f•r 
P tae sake ef evil deing.·.1.•lt1it aeets the case •f Ilse Keaa and the Jago syai,l.JIAd, 

they aay illdee( iy st1.ijects fer Pataelea.Wllat.1s eYil in all\•tlt.er•a.-ge•d•ie

llavier is the disregara •f tae11w,.. 11relatienP1p,AA ~•a with Nature.But tl11s in

cludes e.,.vengeance,eriae ef passien etc.- oan tll.ese ie related te 1oalleusnese'? 

~hey are failures of identitioatien all ript;1ut the intuitive ilinaness Haea fr.JI 

a'••t,net a'lukewam•aeart.southing is wrtq tb.ere.perllaps I ell.eulcl siaply aoknew ... 

ledge tae tiffioulty and.my ir:uaiility te s•lve it. 

q_u Uncler l e(sae saeet)I d:Lsoussed. -.y twe ldnds ef EVIL and tll.~ ailegea.'prtlta.. -~y•ef 

~nclifference.Applie( te what I just wrete tais w0ult aean that seme •ne wll.e •p

peses the Em.pl•y11ent Act 1s 1ietter•taan seae ••e whe does n•t•care•.•csxe•aust 

then uan:lle knews of the plip;t et unoployae».t;h.e ·c•ws tkat it '•can llie curea; 
iut lle oeultl net ca.re less.Way saeuld he lie• wtrse than ·s•• '• n.e w••· a.ls• £uX:tils 

tlle first t.wo oenilti•ns lliu.t •Pft!Me?. Under the ..,- uo:re-asp.ect tlie :intifi'erent 

as::, ie less •f a 11uisanca. What I aave sud under '7 e all refers •• tlle llion-aspec 

Put iifferently, tlle ind.ifterent·lf.aJI: JL&;Y inieei•'-e 'furtll.eJt'away froa·tke •tessei 

state •f NJilIGDG,iut lle Jiay·we'll ie a lesserdi'1-staole t• tl&eestalllls.-e:at •t 'a. 

JUST •rder than ta.e· eppea;eat • .An4 since it is JUSTICE and NO~ JIGAPE that ia'autce
geiea••r aa in deep watey. 

are cura.l>le.in a way this is what I llla:ve asserted se far.A •~ ieepe:r' pro

p•sitien is t:hat tke;'life f0rees•8-,_X'e ~~;11 awak~L!l_l ,.~• i!!!'!!!£L!!!l.,~~!.and 
taere:f'•re tllere is a~ chance 1 

, wb.ereae in a. dead keart tbiltse. ferees are gene .• 1l;'ais 

,tinks up with. wist I say earlier ab@ut M.a~olltipeU: ef the o<ilsmic force~ ve:inc 
. ,t'1~- fuel fe:r tAe O~tl?,sitiv~ E.vil then is ~tue~.!1~~.!i!,,whereas inert1a e:f.' tae 

heart :aeans•iumt •ut• .. of eourse,l oannc.tt de:i:.w 'that eve.n a \l~t-,C()ut tire -•an ie 

, • 
1
~.Wift• re}dndled.tand it is n~t •\~GUS ~~•~n,: ll>ette~ W:Jtl,I ~;t existing fuel' , 

· is easie:x.- t0 aeeoaplish tlaan reltindlinc. Still, there is the ~li>lical werd, a.na. s0U1e

hCl)w there must 'be an'existential.8 experience \ehind m.y·prepesitioa. 

d)perllaps a oanQluding seeti@npsltould deal with the •~o•'•f Man in tae direeti•n· 

ef HJJM.AN,. .A«ain this fits in well with Emancipation • .Alldl lilLSA oamees in handy to

gwther with t)l,e dreams •f tl\e PrGpket. 
a.Jh7 28 .1.'te1a.tieJJ.nip ietween MAN and ~ . , 

t'tk@ught last nipt tllat I was thr0u,;h.with. elarifieatitn,'.CAis is net st1 at tlle very 

cente:r,namely tlae realistic aeanine; •f'llUMAN as •ppesed. tG tlle•Jqirid.'}UN.Tae di:t':t'i

oul ty arises f'na tlte fa~t t)lat no elllpineal notien of h.HUJ> sapiems ia :Q~RQeivaile 

in whiu • HA'J1,URE is eli:aianted. I h,a:,e l;llrea<iy said so on. ueetl3 : even I redee.,iecl MAN• 

whiu is. tkeeq~ivale:nt •f Ii"OM.AN, •1,i.veflJ•:»y tae' o•SMe f<1troea.1.vlaat .lie has •vere•me.~d 

tetaaly evereeu - MAN ,vercGmesit spo1:adioally - es tll.e'incl,if:t'C!lrence••f 1!llese tttr
cee.J•w t)lis is au.oh teo V$,gu.e - (l)ltVieusly diiesti•n in tlte ~.AN will m>t ie sult-

. jeot t• .Qtape.Ia other Weilrds,Nature will }let.and eanu.ot llie sulljeot t• :Pfliellt er ~ei-

j gunc in tlle tetality in which it partieip~tes 1n sustainiBC :mJMAN.lD. otll.er words,1 

mu.st p_:inpoint .. t:ne ,sphere in.' ;w .. hicm.· .. th.. e ~n~ffejfe.~ce "~t. _,t•~ l o•:at. ·e.' t .. •r.o~s ~~ •peratin,; 
in h~m• sapiens can~and ell.ould be •veree•e · 

: a)'tlle e:ititieal apllere.oan I simply sq:ta~··spliiere ef' 'i n't ;e r relatiene? I tlliak 

: ,tu.t i 'CU.Jlr'qllU'rel'witll. the Universe ... .Nature it lar,;e - is· eatirely•e•afilled 

· , ·t. its•tnterrelati•n'wita M.A;l\T- it d•es •1 u aeans l'efer te it as 'eenter •f Energy 

wllen · I saU; earlier tllat eur-•wn'relati•Mkip•·wtta Natur• 'reEJeJi:ltl~• tlia:f ef 'puel 

an.a pull,I waa inieet ·using a--sYJli•l taken· t"il'inte• uturaU•r•l1rti•n8,.w.at 1 e,..., 
plain a11•ut ta taat·Ae Universe"iea'a.ves•t.ward •e·:tn tlte sae -~er as it•i8Ulles 

towari•itaelf'••r ra:tll.er tut tae 1elem$r>.te• •f Nature treat us'as 'if'._ wereutlli 
. ·'iut such eleaents •. We a r·• · ind:eeci ·a 1 s.e 'suo.n ·el~• ents,iu we are· ale• "s••e

t01inc else.And it is the degr.,e te wlliqa ~:1.s•s••ethi:ng else• ,aaaely treatilll t1te 

neicl11er as myself ,inspires eut interrela.tiens '-· · i - • , ' 

J TAUB JWf llleceaes ··ll!t1M:AN •y11identitying11wi tlt -a. 1 l •i..era '1aus' · Ntli«unf;"• ~illC se "a.us 

Pfliolti.11 ,tllat is,iy •••eying; tll.e OUGElT~:Ls a ·secend •est,,,and really all tltat is c.a

lWldet.,nsrely »einc j u s t = applyinc tlte «•lden rile~Or,as I eah 'al.st sq,M.A,N ie

e••~s !tlMAN iy aspiring te t1te OOOD = strtviq te eilta»lisa a'state'tll.nup a •rt 
et'-tlaavitz- 1 in wh.iell lDENTITY is apprtxiuted th:roup identi:f'ioatien. 

An•tller atteapt llipt ie fr•• tae side ef"laek 'Cilf i~i:natit'n11 .-If it is tne ·tllat 

tae GOOD mu.st first lte iatui tea llit1tf •re it . ·can ae actei · upe:n,; it it · is furt).er · tne 

tllat •ace intuite4 we oannet dell¥ tll.e <roOD••·•ta tlle'fi'end.'aud tlle11cati.ua11 have 
failed te•see the licat• ..• can •ne say that tlle•fiend!l1as seen a.• £alse',l~t"f And 

that it is ietter t1·see a :false light than t. lte lliliad? Better in view of ,later 

ccrmversion? .All tllese are I clever arguaentst, iut tllis :i.s •rutt wllat I want. Jut ta.ere 

are c•oci reHst!l wlly I hesitate to give up IIJ~priaary evil':tll.e equatien ietween 

the indifference •f the Universe and t.at •t tlle lleart. 
I• a Y!l f4Y dietinotbn llietween the •p•sitive opp•nent••f the Ela,ployment Aot and 

c)thi' aeans in this aeen;Blal/1llcipati•n t•ward a gemne •we• 

· 9.1\\t I aa in tnullile in aMtller respeet;a;y use et EVlL .b!~U4ilt eJ,:!!!'. I ea». defe 

:11 -.Y temen•lea. •nl··· Y. if(lJllllI:C,. is. tlle"an.ti-QO.OD; (2. )avoid.a1ale EVIL c• .. i.· ncides - aei ther 
lel!s n• ••re - -. wita11INJUS'rlOE 11.Injut:i,ce aust taen aean:all aoti•ns al\\& •ai•si•n 

the enl;!ee1:3 not care• is n•t correct. 1rae opp•unt alee does not oare,that ie,in
differenee rules llis aeart t•••Perkaps I sh•uld confine tae••ao»ive•evil does te 

~ 

. , wlliell deny IDEm?lTI.ulU011anuXU1 Wllat I cal.lei earlie:r tlae•:tleXi1ale•aspeot •f 

J tlle f••.·. ula ce•e __ • i.nte. e~_fe.ct aere;th. •e canteat •f tlle INTUITION 1(id.en_-s(Negr.,uiaals) 

'\ '?~~•t•~ve al.:•~~~~~~-~al-:a~il~,~ _\~~~~eJ"iti ty• inor!~_•\ll!verty ,di~ease) • . . 



Revisitng the Jonas Letter !8~2/72.j 

A strivige decelopment. A letter by Greffrath suddenly made me think - as preparation 
for an answer - of rereading the J .L. I was much surprised. to find it good - even 
the second pa:r-t.,.And I wond.Elr whether I· should have it xeroxed and should cmrculate/ 
it - not only Gr.but Nanda,perhaps Bob,Marainne Marsohak - why? Might it be a possible 
Appendix to the book? Ov might I takeover some parts into my later chapters? 
This mor"ling .L reread the extensive Notes which I wrote afterwards.I remembered them ' 
as more critical than they appear to me now, though a number of issues are mentioned 
there that would have to be included - modified - in a printed version.Whether alread;y 
before xeroxing nee&~ to be exmained. 
This is t~e list of major points: 
l.,Sheet IJ of Notes: _ 

a)·bhe chain of Human-Good -Ought ect - is this an ontology? ~':,.e, #~ 
b)must I discess"emergencep11 anted.a-ting the rise of Man? 
c )must I discuss"virtues" • 

/ d)is -the moral commaned really only"negative11 ? 
e)"solidarity" seems to 11 formal" an issue to serve as the substance ofb good 

1 f)my treatment of the"indifference of theuniverse" is too pessimistic., This cuts 
a.coroess a later issue: Heiligkej_t des Seins 

g) whathappens when the"emergenoy"situation is overcome? 
2.,Who is to be the active forces - substitute for Marx'sproletariat - Veblen 

3. "ordinary" and11 extra-ordinary11 expa.eience Sh(et IV 
4.sanotity of Being - have I really forgotten i ,as I say in my Notes? Is not my 

discussion of the second dimension really concerned with this? It must be made ex
plicit,but I think that it can be added. 
5.Sheet V,l: a "partial Lebensgefuehl" dominated me when I wrote the J.L. This"subj e 

tive element may have colored the content and may have made it one-sided •. I speak 
later - Slheet VI,2 - of my belng a"man in between" or a 11Man of transition" -
This shouldprobably be mmntined at the beginnig or the end.Does this not necessarily 
limit my vision,and should it not? I mention on Sheet VI,II some features that in
deed would not be valid for the next generation. 

Now looking over this list, there are few points only that nee(! cor
rection or addition. I should mention those: 

.,/'1-extension of my fulfilled present to include sancti·~y of being.But this makes it 
necessary to point up i"ts dangers too. 

2. "partial Le'bensgefuehl" and "Man of transition" 
3.porhaps"ordinary and extra-ordinary" experiences. 

None of this is :fundamental,and I even wonder whether I should start 
making changes before xeroxing. The da;,,gezi1s that I miss ·the style of the letter, 
and ruin the lmpact. · 
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