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it was the simplest thing in the world to get inside the 

brass rail. We had the 'run' of the two houses and were 

allowed to go and come as we pleased.''12 The support of 

James W. Husted, speaker of the , and a strong 

supporter of women's suffrage, undoubtedly smoothed the way 

for these early lobbyists. Despite connections with state 

and national figures in the suffrage movement, Ms. 

Stoneman was reputed to be a close friend of Julia Ward 

Howe11, according to Ms. Stoneman, The Women's Suffrage 

Society of Albany remained resolutely local.13 

By 1880 Ms. Stoneman was an accomplished teacher, an 

successful lobbyist, and a fervent suffragist. Exactly when 

Stoneman began seriously studying the law is unclear, but 

the impetus that drove her to take the bar exams was her 

appointment as executrix for the large estate of a great 

aunt from Troy.14 She entered a clerkship at the office of 

Worthington W. Frothingham, a family friend and attorney at 

law, in February of 188215 while continuing to teach at the 

State Normal School. She worked nights, weekends and 

summers at her legal studies. Her progress in studying law 

was such that she decided to take the bar exam, despite her 

knowledge that one woman had already failed the exam.16 

On her first try she passed both the written and oral exams 
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KATE STONEMAN: NEW YORK'S FIRST WOMAN LAWYER 

ruled the New York State Supreme Court Justices Landon, 

Bockes and Parker in May of 1886 when confronted by Kate 

Stoneman"s application to be admitted to the bar. l•J i th:\. r, ii,1 

few days that decision was overruled by both houses of the 

Legislature, and the bill was signed by Governor David B. 

!···! i l l :• m; t iii\ t i ·n <.:.:_! t h iii\ t 11 Th f,'1 r· ,:;;1 c E': o r· i;;; f:!1 :,-: o ·f m; u c h p i;:i r :;:; c, ·n [ th <;,: 

.,,,1pplica·,--,t f<::ir i::1drr,i1::;m;ic:i·n tc:i th<•::.' bi1:1r] ·;;,;h;,,,11 c::or-"t1;;;t:1.tutF,:• nc, 

cause for refusing suc::h person admission to practice in the 

courts of record of this State as an attorney or 

c:ounc:: :i. lo r·,, 11 :I. P,r· mr,1d 1,-J :\. th th i m; b :i. 11 l<ii,1 ti::: Ste, n<-:❖:mi1:1r, ~\'ii,11;;; 1;;;1,\1 if t l y 

admitted to the New York State Bar by the Supreme Court,, 

New York State had its first woman lawyer, and the Albany 

Law Sc::hool would in time have its first female graduate, A 

leading local suffragist, graduate and long term faculty 

member of the State Normal School, subsequently the State 

Normal College, now the University at Albany, SUNY, Stoneman 

was for many years a prominent political force in Albany. 

Kate Stoneman was born the fifth of einht children of George 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IIIVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERSID~ • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ 

BERKELEY WOMEN'S LAW JOURNAL 

Mary C. Dickerman 
Albany. Law School Union U. 
80 New Seot_Jand Avenue 
Albany, NY i220-, 

Dear Friend: 

SCHOOL OF LAW (BOALT HALL) 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720 

(415) 642-6263 

October 12, 1991 

The Berkeley Women's Law Journal is edited and published by 
the students of Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of 
California at Berkeley. our Journal's mandate is to publish 
articles which address the special legal issues affecting 
traditionally underrepresented women: poor women, women of color, 
lesbians, and disabled women. We are currently seeking articles, 
essays, and book reviews for publication in our seventh issue. 

The Journal's approach is multidisciplinary, and we welcome 
submissions that integrate sociological, political or historical 
analysis with legal arguments. In addition, we would be pleased 
to consider non-traditional articles written by individuals who 
are knowledgeable in an area of law affecting women but who are 
not legal practitioners or academicians. 

Please submit your manuscript to us at the letterhead 
address. In addition, we would appreciate your sharing this 
information with scholars from legal or other fields of study, as 
well as students, practitioners, and others whose writing 
addresses issues concerning underrepresented women and the law. 

Please feel free to call us if you would like more 
information. We appreciate your time and consideration and look 
forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

/I' 
'i"~-4'-r...~-~---

Rebecca Schleifer 
Solicitations Editor 
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The Berkeley Women's Law.Journal,is.;edited.and .. publishecibythe•··stud~nts . ,,. 
of Boalt Hall School of Law.,, We/are'·dediGated, to providing· a forum,'for;;:· ;::.('.<·, 
scholarship which addresses;\the> special ,,legal:> problems 'affecting<':,\\/} 

· traditionally underrepresented .. women:o;'poor;<::)Vo,men, • womenr: or··.color,,':ii\<l/ 
lesbians, and disabled women. · ·.· .~·,:,.'·\,.,;;.:~ .. ::,;~_;.}j,,,\{{,::::•. :~.,.•·•~··•·· ., •.. •,.•.•·· .. ,·•.•· ··,>·:, '.:/~'.·j:'.:::'1,'!:},)F;, 

' Vo,Iume 6 of the Journal appearsJr1':'twoi;part~:\}li,IJ:ieiifir{S6part:fis''a 'collection/:t:wrtii\" 
·., of observations, chronicles,·• an.4 :·cm:µmentaries);owrjtten: by/the .Northeast_;''; __ ;<\? 

·· Corridor Collective of-:- Black. Women:· La:w ·Professors :aoou.t ·1ne1r·-expenences. ::;/,t "'··. -
in law teaching and practice.,. .The second part · includes · a commentary.' on t:; · 
the Bush Administration's ",War on DrtJgs'' .. on.low:income_commµnities,' ~d::<:,.;);. 
especially poor women: · an article. advocating· JUandatory arrest·, poHcies, for·:J;\ 
men who batter women;.: and· ·an: article· e:x:pos~ng.;Jh~ real,: and ·sympolic,. ... :J ;;, 

We are currently soliciting manusGripts for .. Volumet7,ofthe~Journal,\which:i::':.·.· 
will be published in Spring 1992,(':\TheJournal invites .scholars from·Jegal or;:,< . 

. other fields of study, as well ·as·::students, practitione~s,;·and; others·:wllose{{'.:!.·', . 
writing addresses issues·· concerning•.underrepres~11ted:women· and the .law}'/<· .. ·· 

::;:b:~:i:an;::rir:t::~if ~t}~]!ir:Ii~/i,'.": }iJf 1;i;iI~J!r[;,3\(\;{:'.,:;)2:&;if :r 
. Manuscripts. will be. accepted .:with/the,Yunderstanding that.their;co:pt~ntis .. , .. >· 

unpublished. If any part·ofa paper,has.been published'previously, or.is tobe\,:· ·• 
. published elsewhere, the· author. must include this. information at the time of·;. .. 
the submission. Submitted ·manuscripts will not ··be returned unless the ., :; 
author includes a self-addressed '}s~amp·ecl'\envelope/~5\Th~;~ author .. should;{V:i/)ii. 
retain · a copy of the manuscript. to·· facilitate ;.,correspondence:> an,d '.\i('/;:'7 
proofreading. · . • . . · · .. :: '. · ,· <.·: · · ' · <>J'}::'< · · ·· '·"{• · · · ·· · ·•· '.· •· .. 
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names of the author(s), acade~ic:.or: other·profess!onal··affiliations· and,;th~,()\'ii 
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· _We use The Universi1y of Chicago Manual' of Legal Citation, but, manuscripts:::~!i;'.:y;~~<, 
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Albany Law School's first woman graduate in 18~ was also \J 
New York State's first woman lawyer, a leading local 

suffragist, and graduate and long term faculty member,of the 

New York ~tate Normal School/College. af>--,._5;)_ t,A2-£lJ...tl....J-f}6· fj 
~ u(?A..>-/__Q_,--1 ~ cS> v cu&_,_~-, fr>"--o11L ~ l'f3'!fof, 

Kate Stoneman was born the fift)l of ~~ght children of George .~ 

and Katherine Rebecca Stoneman fbe-~
1

i841 at qtoneman Farm, /,f 
i1 l~ li<t--t,~C:?'1"' \(\c.:i::, .. ~:»-.. \j)~JA, c\-~S'f 

Lakewood, New York. In a 1w,a.-nQ..WSf)'a•f>~r-1:nterv1:ew, -Ms--; - - - - - - - :$"",~ · -

Stoneman, recalled that her family's farm was "within sight , f/!'-'J$_/ 
of the great Chautauqua organization" t~~.we.J.ls~ring ~f_J::£1_E?.. .. ---1 

L '\<-(-..\, (!_ \:.~.h~ 6 ~~~..J. ,'\:"""<2. \t> •z,uCI-A,.:1 cl )<( I ~ 
19th Century educational lecture movement. ~aps"-asa j -\P. ~ H.· :I 1 

1 , , , , . \u:>,1.9 cA~-~ resu t of th_;:_s_p!:~~1m_1_t_y_.her .!~~:_lY was__~~~r~ __ !i~-~_::~l ✓ c:.~::11);Q171~ 1 

minded". b~parently the family e~~~~nment was stimulating ti~~>~ 
\I )jv,..0•..i. S.l,-"'' 

for, in addition to Kate Stonemen's achievements, one 

brother, George, served as a Civil War cavalry general and c. .. C b::, St::r-.tYJ 

subsequently, from 1883. to 1J387, as governor of California. ~:\\,u.. C)~ 

l1, ,• If() o\ W'\9-,,\ ~-\\.t..£rit<-p-!;.,c.H) _/ C.~c.(\, \-.S.~\~~ ~ .1'~cµ,--LO..,.\\·~ f V'--\ \3''l...U ~J"'-~ CS" (' ,., _ 
\'-\ t=>-t-1..J 't l{,-d c S "' c:£i\ e .S:. a.-'l¼;t,i.~1-ic ~ <U~ -~ . f:> .~ .... ~ 1 1\-()...A.., ,,_)._.z~ ,t;L ~ J ) <:&r ~- .s:: , ,:,3, 

\. " ',tu::••,~\'.._. e,;Jk:,• Determined from an early age to become a teacher, Kate \/'-"-' 
~ ·1 ¼ .. £)-<../"·'·~ 

a) -r,,.. ~\~<_JI;. 
graduated from the State Normal School in January 1866. vJ 

After graduation she taught briefly at the Glen's Falls 

Seminary, before returning to the State Normal School in 

August of 1866 to being a forty year career teaching\ A\,~) •~'-r.c, .S:~c-~tr> 
C. A ti-..\ \~\µ:::,~.;:;~u-0 _£ lt..9->Y - "\ \)',-.( ~l:}.t.,_J) 

Geography, Drawing and Penmanship. After being admitted to CJi)~ao~ 

a_! 
~-\\cw~ 

the Bar in 1886 she also taught School Law. 

t---1 ''y. 
0....,.,\,, 0-

\~ii'-~{~ 
'."a I\ 6 t G<1•);..d!--

'-'a:§l,9.~ ~~~ 
~....:_ C9-5\_ 

~~~~--~<,il 
,, , l , \ b \A'!\•-\ '1,9_'.'\, i- \\cxi.V:_)~ r.: ,i,.1 t\ J. , p. "LJ ir-J :Y-' vY1cµr~ r~,"""""-< '-) l"' 



Soon after she began her teaching career Ms. Stoneman was 

attracted to the suffrage movement. As she pointed out, 

echoing the words of Susan B. Anthony, in the nineteenth 

century there were only seven occupations open to women, 

"housekeeping, sewing, cooking, 

teaching in 'dame' schools, and shop work." 

early consciousness of the inequities that women suffered 

from com-es from a letter -she ·and- four -otner- women teacners - -

at the State Normal School wrote a letter praising the 

retiring president, John Alden, for favoring equality of 

opportunity and pay for women, a £Osition apparently not 
(.0~~ 

.. ., 

universally shared by the faculty. Ms. Ston~man was rep:te~ · . _L~A 
to be a close friend of Julia Ward H~e. - ~Q_Q_ ~-~ .. ___ -....Q..9_\..,b~ ~ 

'<..- \l.J.,-,-.<-<-f&--".b-"\ ~ .J\--.9-d ..,___,_,"Sr' _j_ 

Kate Stoneman's career as a political activist began in 1880 

when she and other local suffragists lobbied the state 

legislature to pass legislation that would allow women to 

participate in school elections. When it appeared that the 

legislation had a chance of passing she and her colleagues 

organized the Women's Suffrage Society of Albany. The first 

mission of the members of the society was to lobby the 

members of the legislature to ensure the bills passage. As 

Ms. Stoneman commented in 1925, "I think it is called 

lobbying now, but in those days, it was the simplest thing 

in the world to get inside the brass rail. We had the 'run' 



of the two houses and were allowed to go and come as we 

pleased." The support of James w. Husted, speaker of the 

, and a strong supporter of women's suffrage, 

undoubtedly smoothed the way for these early lobbyists. The 

r("\ I o . .J~ 
By 1880 Ms. Stoneman was an accomplished teacfier~ -an- -~,,~ .,9_;,~0- :.... - -

\.,\..N\ b~ J) 
successful lobbyist, and a fervent suffragts.t. Her . , ~v "'(>'-t!__c:.,,J--' 

? .._ C 'f>v0 (1}.._ cf) al_ '-" - "' 
admis~ion to th~ b~r came ~ortuitousJy;.(C:,e_bevelopin~ an I~ 

U v,J.:\ e/2 V-4-..9--- &Q,_[ ~-~ v.i..,, S.-ot__;..:,J) 0 __ £:r--1\ Gt...19.,__~ ~'.) cv-v-. rJJ 0-9.J'\_ ,£,,.u~~..Jl.-,1,. \ 
(2. I'\.\, inte't-est in the law ,')she entered a clerkship at the office 

{J,1J~of Worthington Frotheringhame in February of 1882 while 

9;-:rf continuing to teach at the State Normal School. She worked 

nights, weekends and summers at her legal studies. When a 

relative died leaving her executrix of the estate, she 

decided to take the bar exam, despite her knqwledae that one c~ 
··- '--\ \},LY~ ':3, ~.,.-1v_q_""-,=-:l('-, 

woman had already failed the exam. ·_j _ ~~~-~J,,~:ie-E'~---lk~ · 

on her first try she passed both the written and oral exams 

only to have the New York State Supreme Court deny her 

admission to the bar citing at there reason: 

"No precedent [in New York law]. 

"No English precedent. 

"No necessity." 



An Albany Law Journal case note on the ruling noted that the 

ruling by the Supreme Court stated that Ms. Stoneman was 

11 wel_;!, ___ qµa1:_tt:_ied_tQ_r admission" but her sex was against her." J----------------· ·-----------------~ . --(\Ji 
(_ [The Albany Law Journal, May 22, 1886, ~-4~' ~ ;".;:r 

case note cited a recent newspaper article t}a,.at stat~ that 
7 

since the first woman had been admitted to the bar in Iowa 

in 1:'869, seventeen states, · the -oist-ric_t _ of Colu:mnia -and tne -

Washington Territories, had admitted women to the bar. Amonc)

he states admitting women were neighboring Connecticut, 

assachusetts, and Pennsylvania. r-...._ 
----- ~ 

It was obvious by June of 1886 that the tide had<c,::~~~ 

turned in favor of the suffragist cause. With the 

adjounment of the legislature and the Supreme Court 

imminent, Stoneman's supporters, suffragists and educators 

mounted a lightening lobbying campaign to allow the 

admission of women to the bar,,, ~~L one day a law was 

passed through both houses of the legislature "with hardly a 

dissenting vote" allowing women to practice law in New York. 

The same afternoon Stoneman and her supporters "visited with 

the Governor and the Secretary of State, and they signed the p~9~ 
c:~~ ,,.... c.,.;;:;. 

bill. 11 The next morning she presented the signed bilJ. °¼_O t,J-vV-' ~ J 
the Supreme Court and was admitted to the bar. \= Y--~>).i>~t:~ :;::/u.U~ 



Stoneman's admission to the bar did not remove the the 

lingering stigma against women in legal circles. Noting 

that it was "monstrously absurd to say that one-half the 

human race shall not have every avenue and opportunity to 

earn a living that the other half have," the next issue of 

The Albany Law Journal congratulated the Legislature for 

removing "this disability of women" and Ms. Stoneman for 

great State." The authors offered Stoneman some advice in 

setting up her practice, warning her against accepting women 

client_:}_ stating that "They -,are troublesome. 11 r:,~'v-9 A)\c:x~~-~ ),c.:u-,J 
.-\ ~-liJ-'-01.-Q 
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Admission to the bar did not end her study of the law, 

however, for she spent the next three years, again while 
/ 

f' continuing to teach at the State Normal School, studying to 

complete her LL.B. at Albany Law School. Ms. Stoneman 

successfully completed that degree in 188?. 

Stoneman actually practiced Law is unknown. 

as a Notary of the Public in 1886. \ 

Whether Ms. 

She was 

Ms. Stoneman continued to play an active role in politics, 

becoming an active supporter of prohibition, and she taught 

at the State Normal College until her retirement in 1905. 

resident of 134 South Swan Street until her death in 1925, 

she continued to be a great favorite of returning Normal 

A 



School, Normal College and State College for Teachers 

students. In her last interviewing, Ms. Stoneman noted that 

"Time, place, and circumstances combined to help me 

accomplish my work," and she urged urged young women to 

"take their opportunities as they come. Always there are 

opportunities to be had."[Alumni Quarterly, January 1925, p. 

18.] 
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