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BERKELEY WOMEN’S LAW JOURNAL SCHOOL OF LAW (BOALT HALL)
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720
(415) 6426263

October 12, 1991

Mary C. Dickerman

Albany Law School Union U.
80 New Scetland Avenue
Albany, NY 1220~

Dear Friend:

The Berkeley Women's Law Journal is edited and published by
the students of Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of
California at Berkeley. Our Journal's mandate is to publish
articles which address the special legal issues affecting
traditionally underrepresented women: poor women, women of color,
lesbians, and disabled women. We are currently seeking articles, -
essays, and book reviews for publication in our seventh issue.

The Journal's approach is multidisciplinary, and we welcome
submissions that integrate sociological, political or historical
analysis with legal arguments. In addition, we would be pleased
to consider non-traditional articles written by individuals who
are knowledgeable in an area of law affecting women but who are
not legal practitioners or academicians.

Please submit your manuscript to us at the letterhead
address. In addition, we would appreciate your sharing this
information with scholars from legal or other fields of study, as
well as students, practitioners, and others whose writing
addresses issues concerning underrepresented women and the law.

Please feel free to call us if you would like more

information. We appreciate your time and consideration and look
forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

A et

Rebecca Schleifer
Solicitations Editor



traditionally underrepresented women

.COI‘I'ldOI' Collective of Black: Women Law’ Professors' about their experiences

- the Bush Administration's "War on Drugs" on low:income communities, and
- especially poor women; an. article. ‘advocating’ mandatory arrest pohc1es for
. men who batter women; and an: article ~exposing ithe"
S 1mplications of "toilets as ‘a' minist

v p ! :
will be pubhshed in Spring 1992, The Journal invites scholars from; legal or
‘other-fields of study, as well as students, practitioners, and’ others whose.

"Information For Autho |

Manuscripts wﬂl be accepted -with: th g -
‘unpublished. If any part'of a paper has. been published’ prev10usly, or'is to be
‘published elsewhere, the author must include this information at the time of =

‘author includes a’ self-addressed? 'stamped” ‘envelope’i The ‘author. should
-retain -a- copy of the manuscript ‘to" facilitate correspondence"'and
proofreadmg , ~ : it

Please submit two typed ‘triple-spaced. copies of
~should be on the same page as the. text:’ On: the title page: include the full
'names of the author(s), academic;or other professional affiliations and:the
' address of the author to. whom €O

-,_,We use The Universu:y of Chlcago Manual of Legal Citation, but manuscnpts

 following A Uniform System of Citation are also acceptable.::
- table, or more than six lines of text from' prewouslyg;publishe ‘material are
- included in a manuscript,:the author must obtain: writte
.;,repubhcation from the copyri

BERKELEY WOMEN'S LAW JOURNAL
' - Boalt Hall, Room 2

. Univer51ty of California’
Berkeley, Califorma 94720

CALL FOR PAPERS’

The Berkeley Women S Law Journal-is edited-and. published by the students
of ‘Boalt Hall School of Law.  We~are dedicated. to: prowding a* forum, for
scholarship which addresses :the special i legal problems affecting

lesbians, and disabled women

in law teaching and. practice. The second part ‘includes a’ commentary-:on

writing addresses 1ssues concerning underrepresented women and the. law

the submission. Submitted manuscnpts will ‘not. ‘be_returned unless the

manuscript Footnotes

If-any: figure,

permission . for
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Albany Law School’s first woman graduate in 18%? was also

New York State’s first woman lawyer, a leading local
suffragist, and graduate and long term faculty member of the

New York State Normal School/College. QL= . /@Jﬂwgékzaaba' ;7

A e Ut ns t o <5y 4/ %MQ ﬂf’m R i&;’w / 8%/ ,

Kate Stoneman was born the fifth of eﬁﬁht children of George T
_ N
and Katherine Rebecca Stoneman abegf 1841 at Stoneman Farn, J}?
1915 kmcker Wookee Pagss (ﬁ
Lakewood, New York. 1In a 1825 newspaper interview, Ms. ~ - @%'

Stoneman, recalled that her family’s farm was "within sight “Qijgy

of the great Chautauqua organization" the wellspring of the .
3 \&_M\L\,Uﬁgﬁ(‘\ccﬂxh ;QD“?}J@M-:‘(‘ q ‘Q‘

19th Century educational lecture movement. DParha apsas a wj}
result of this proximity | her famlly was "very liberal J M&;iﬁ ifté ‘
< T T T et e
minded". 0Apparently the family environment was stimulating Q§é§&WW“
DU ST
i N@)-b

for, in addition to Kate Stonemen’s achievements, one
brother, George, served as a Civil War cavalry general and c. & SONYY

subsequently, from 1883 to 1887, as governor of California.\. ﬁ‘*“\
0 a\%p&t T(Uerm .aM) QLCQt,) \(LM§.@1W N QW&AM\“M[ N e téﬁm(%\ Cs
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Determined from an early age to become a teacher, Kate V&iiﬁ%b cth
G ((CK

graduated from the State Normal School in January 1866. T%’®“mku

After graduation she taught briefly at the Glen’s Falls
Seminary, before returning to the State Normal School in

August of 1866 to being a forty year carejiégsziﬁl%g e \ wua%iiig
Geography, Drawing and Penmanship. After being admitted to Chm“dﬁﬁ
al
R \oeren,,
N. ¥
Cra. oo
ey A
\d S G)‘\wﬁ"
uo&éxg &\—?
éf:@-f\\
w “ﬁ&\;‘;w“"
Wil -\ % gy,
L,'gh\(" S P ] \i% ')/‘ \Jb}k\lf}é‘@iﬂ ’\I\\M‘Q [ )

the Bar in 1886 she also taught School Law.



Soon after she began her teaching career Ms. Stoneman was

attracted to the suffrage movement. As she pointed out,

AN
echoing the words of Susan B. Anthony, in the nineteenth

-

Y-

)

century there were only seven occupations open to women, ( \ ;&fﬂ
\ \)y}

"housekeeping, sewing, cooking, tailoring, domestic nurging, ™ .
teaching in ’‘dame’ schools, and shop work." Evidence of her

early consciousness of the inequities that women suffered

from comes from a letter she and four other women teachers =
at the State Normal School wrote a letter praising the

retiring president, John Alden, for favoring equality of

opportunity and pay for women, a position apparently not
\ GBS e el S
universally shared by the faculty. Ms. Stoneman was reputed Q;
- o 7 VS dj
to be a close friend of Julia Ward Howe. ~— XAQQ La '*”“Qy&bhm6?M® )

grereren,
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Kate Stoneman’s career as a political activist began in 1880
when she and other local suffragists lobbied the State
legislature to pass legislation that would allow women to
participate in school elections. When it appeared that the
legislation had a chance of passing she and her colleagues
organized the Women’s Suffrage Society of Albany. The first
mission of the members of the society was to lobby the
members of the legislature to ensure the bills passage. As
Ms. Stoneman commented in 1925, "I think it is called
lobbying now, but in those days , it was the simplest thing

in the world to get inside the brass rail. We had the ’‘run’



of the two houses and were allowed to go and come as we
pleased." The support of James W. Husted, speaker of the

, and a strong supporter of women’s suffrage,
undoubtedly smoothed the way for these early lobbyists. The

Women'’s Su;frage Soc1ety of Albany remained resolutely
[ 3] o,
local. m*“*%gi%@iﬁh;ﬁfi§ﬁé#f>ﬂj>

C)J”
By 1880 Ms. Stoneman was an accomplished teéacheér, an ﬁﬁk“ 3
ULM Cf
successful lobbyist, and a fervent suffragist. Her L0
R C R e\
admls ion to the bar came(fortultously ( Developing an LAQ
f/ﬁ Ppud Sose al) aoace mudugyas oo Lo S~U~M-°-M\
s : 1nt est 1n the law,~she entered a clerkship at the office
Cﬁvmyﬂ i of Worthington Frotheringhame in February of 1882 while
QUT\ continuing to teach at the State Normal School. She worked
nights, weekends and summers at her legal studies. When a
relative died leaving her executrix of the estate, she

decided to take the bar exam, despite her knowledgg that one ¢
o \)\ KS\&J‘“ MUV o N
woman had already failed the exam. 1 kW%LKgZXL& j@ﬁgm%%r SR

On her first try she passed both the written and oral exams
only to have the New York State Supreme Court deny her

admission to the bar citing at there reason:

"No precedent [in New York law].
"No English precedent.

"No necessity."



A

An Albany Law Journal case note on the ruling noted that the
ruling by the Supreme Court stated that Ms. Stoneman was

"well qualified for admission" but her sex was against her."
e B
(iﬂ [The Albany Law Journal, May 22, 1886, p 402] That .same

e . R o o QJ\/\C
case note cited a recent newspaper article that stat@g§that

since the first woman had been admitted to the bar in Iowa

in 1869, seventeen states, the District of Columbia and the -

Washington Territories, had admitted women to the bar. Amon%&
he states admitting women were neighboring Connecticut,

assachusetts, and Pennsylvania. iﬁf;\

s — \--M_w__,_w,>

{ e

It was obvious by June of 1886 that the tide had‘Eﬁ%%@ﬂq@w
turned in favor of the suffragist cause. With the
adjounment of the legislature and the Supreme Court
imminent, Stoneman’s supporters, suffragists and educators
mounted a lightening lobbying campaign to allow the
admission of women to the bar, a@ﬁig; one day a law was
passed through both houses of the legislature "with hardly a
dissenting vote" allowing women to practice law in New York.
The same afternoon Stoneman and her supporters "visited with
the Governor and the Secretary of State, and they signed the Q&yﬁwﬂ
bill." The next morning she presented the signed bill gpvJ;ﬁA

b Do)

the Supreme Court and was admitted to the bar. Y:\Qhﬁégygy%ﬁ



'\.5
i Stoneman’s admission to the bar did not remove the the
lingering stigma against women in legal circles. Noting
that it was "monstrously absurd to say that one-~half the
human race shall not have every avenue and opportunity to A ’jy

earn a living that the other half have," the next issue of (;7 o

The Albany Law Journal congratulated the Legislature for // V)

removing "this disability of women" and Ms. Stoneman for 0

"the distinction of being thée first woman lawyer of this =~ =~

—_—
V&&U«g@{e

great State." The authors offered Stoneman some advice in
setting up her practice, warning her against accepting women

cliénts, stating that "They are troublesome." EﬁﬁyyggﬂV)mex}xwa

ZXEyUquZ:U&@ﬁ gﬂh\%%&/ quﬁf;gg

N

~
S

Admission to the bar did not end her study of the law,

however, for she spent the next three years, again while

LN

continuing to teach at the State Normal School, studying to

complete her LL.B. at Albany Law School. Ms. Stoneman ‘

e
successfully completed that degree in 1887?. Whether Ms. (;ﬁ?SM
Stoneman actually practiced Law is unknown. She was Cy/§

as a Notary of the Public in 1886. \

Ms. Stoneman continued to play an active role in politics,

becoming an active supporter of prohibition, and she taught

at the State Normal College until her retirement in 1905. A
resident of 134 South Swan Street until her death in 1925,

she continued to be a great favorite of returning Normal




School, Normal College and State College for Teachers
students. In her last interviewing, Ms. Stoneman noted that
"Time, place, and circumstances combined to help me
accomplish my work," and she urged urged young women to
"take their opportunities as they come. Always there are

opportunities to be had."[Alumni Quarterly, January 1925, p.

18.]
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