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CAPITAT, DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID AND RACISM
A PROJECT OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER

Whats the story behind Nomibio 2 A shot Aislory - Porl 12/ 2
Namihia 1s a“vast territory in the south-western part of the continent

of Africa, bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on the west, by Angola on the north,
by Zambia on the northeast, by Botswana on the sast and by South Africa on the

aouth. The population is aprroximately 1.5 million and in land area 1t measures
118,261 saquare miles,

Namibia nas a long history of colonial occupation and oppression, Before
the YITst World Wwar, the merritory ol South West Afrlica, as 1t was then called,
was occupled by Germany. South West Africa was Germany's only colony regarded
as sultable of white immipgration. German pollcy encouraced white settlesment
{n the lands previously owned by the African inhabitants. The takeover of thae
rassures rich lands in the south and center of the country met with flerce
resistance on the part of the African people and led to rehellions from 190L
to 1907. These rehellions were savagely crushed by the German colonial army.,

In 1920, following GCermany's defeat in the First World War, South West
Africa hecame a lLeapue of Nations Mandate undar South African administration,
Althourh the Mandate called for South Africa to promote to the utmost the
material and moral well-heinp ol the lnnabltants ol Soubtn west AITicA whnat
actuAally nappensd mads the survival ol the native ATrican 1nhabltantia evean
more dirficult, New arms were allocated To white SHEETaTs, ATTICans Were
1 Ore :V rest f'tﬂd Lo Tﬂﬁﬂf‘vatiﬁnﬂ, mﬁﬁt]\( in thﬁ 'pf}or aﬂ:?if‘ﬂltuf‘ﬂl land ’il’}
the north, the sandvelds of the Kalahari desert or to "urhan locations” near
centers of industry where they were permitted to stay only for purposes of

e,
a
"
3
‘8 eamployment ,
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After thd establishment of the '"'nited Nations in 1945, the General Assembly
esnlled on States administering mandated territories to place them under the
Trusteaship System set up by the !UInited Nations Charter, South Africa refusad

to givae up 1tp Mandate of USouth West Africa. .South Africa applied racist
Territory of South West Africa and

apartheld and "homelands" policies to tha
contande: At 1t WAS not Accountanle Lo
“Tn o 1050 the International C ;O mnded down a decision which
atatsd that Snauth Afrieca continued to have international obligations under
the Lanpue of Nations Covenant and Mandate, The Ceneral Assemhly was
to have supsrvision over South Africa's administratlion of South West Africa.
South Africa rafuzed to sccent this opinion and opposed any form of iinited
Nations supervision over the territory's affairs. For 15 vears the General
Assembly sought to negotiate agreement with South Africa. South Africa
refused to cooperate or negotiate in good faith,

In 1666 the General Assembly of the 'Inited Nations declared that South
Afriea had falled to fulfil its obligations to South Wesat Africa and had, In
Tack, wWorked Aapgainst the moral and materlal well-being ol the people, 1The
XEsemblv adBclared LHat hencejlorth south West ATrTca was under the direct
responsibility of the 'nited Natlons,

In 1967, the “eneral Assembly established an ll-member Council for South
West Africa to administer thet erritory until independence. In 1968, the
General Assemhly proclaimed that, in accordance with the wished of the people,
the territory would he known as Namibia, The Councll was renamed the Council
for Xamibia, Namibla became a "unique responsibility" of the 'inited Nations,
the only nen-self-governing territory for which the "Inited Nations assumed
responaibillity. ' ‘
: In 197); the International Court of Justice declared that "the continued |
presence of'douth Africa being 1llegal, South Afrlca is under obligation to
.. Withdraw 1ts sdministration from Namibia immediately." Instead, South Afrlca
continued !ts "banutstanization" of the territory following the pattern ol
The ¥ lyv establishing der 1ts

ffie "homelands 1t was concurrent tablishing in South Africa un
—oTTcy of apartheld, 1is systematic explegtation of the labour and resources
5 tho tereltory, and 1ts ruthless repression of th “uggle of the people

for self determination, (rext month - SWAPO, the liberation stfmm) ak
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the stor Namibia 7 A shart. history - Port 2 of 2

'j Today, Namibia's populatlion, settlement patterns and economic develop=-
ment reflect the decades of colonial exploitatlon and the later, more brutal
anforcement of the South African apartheld system. A necent study for the
United Nations Institute for Namibla places the papula?ign at about 1,250,000
comprised of at least 1,035,000 Africans, 115,000 Coloured (people of mixed
descent) and 100,000 whites of European descent. In addition, there are
approximately 70,000 personnel of South Africa's 1llegally occupying armed
forces. The whites make up less than 10 percent of the population but occupy
the most productive 43 percent of Namibila's land for agriculture and grazing.
The African majority has been confimd to "homeland" or "bantustans” on the
most impoverished [,O percent of the 1and. On the remaining 17 percent of
the land are the vast mineral reserves, copper, uranium and dlamonds. The
uranium snd diamonds are under the control of the South African government.
Many black Namiblans who cannot eke out a living 1r the homelands are lorced
to migrate to the so-callied white areas 'n order to 300K ZOLOLUL S o
a situation like that w ceh exiasts in South Afprics The white and foreign
owned economic enterprises are thereby provided with a plentiful and cheap
labor supply.

On April 19, 1960, SWAFO (South West Africa People's Organization) was
formed. SWAPO's constitution, adopted in 1976, defines SWAPO, VSWAPO is
a natlional liberat ton movement rallylng together, on the basis of free and
voluntary association, all freedom-inspired sons and daughters of the
Namibian people. It 18 the organized politiecal vanguard of the oppressed
and exploited people of HNamibla, In fulfilling its vanguard role, SWAPO
organizes, unites, insplres, orients and leads the broad masses of the worke
ing Namibian people 1n the atruggle for natlional and soclal 11berat ion. It
1s thus the expression and embodliment of national unity, of a whole people
united and organized in the struggle for total independence and soclal
liberation."”

Throughout the 1960's, OSWAFPO struggled to liberate Namibla from South
Lfrica's 1llegal occupation of thelr country, its fragmentation of thelr
1and into "bantustans,” and its depletion of thelr natural resources and
axplolitation of thelr labor. South Africa responded with ruthless measures
of repression beglinning with the {llegal arrest, deportation and trial in
Pretoria of 37 South West Africans in 1967 and the imprisconment in 1968 of
Herman Tolvo, the founder of SWAPO. In addition, South Africa axterdsd 1tsa
apartheid legislation to Namlbla, proclaimed three "homelands" as security
diatricts, which, in effect, placed 50 percent of Namibia's population under
marttal law. South Africa also bullt up 1ts military presence in the area,.
Through these, and other repressive measures, South Africa has been able to
maintain 1ts 1llegal hold over Namibla.

In 1973, the General Assembly of the Inited Nations recognized the
national liberation movement of Namibla, SWAPO, as the authentic representa-
tive of the Namibian people, and surported the efforts of the movement to
strengthen national unity. SWAPO 1s amlso recognized as the legltimate repre-
sentative of the Namibian people by the Organization of African Unity (OAU).

In the fsce of the South African repression, 8 military wing of SUYWAPO
was formed - the People's Liberstion Army of Namibia (PLAN). Because of
South Africa's tightening of the grip on economic and political internal
activities of SWAPO, armed liberatlon struggle has become & major form of
SWAPO's campalign to bring about total and genuine independence to the people
of Namibila. . Kawola

Adapted from the followlng sources: Plunder of Namiblan Urapium, U.H.
publication, 1982, Constitutlon of the South Wwest Africa People's Organization
publication of the SWATPO Department for Publiclty and Information, Namibla:
A Untque U.N. Responsibility, U.N. Publication, April, 1983. 54

-3 Special Note: The Soclal Action Center, of which the Capital District

‘: Coalition Against Apartheld and Racism is a member, 1s sponsoring a Walk-a-
thon on April 28, 198l;. Several members of the Coanlition have slgned up.
If you can join thils worthwhile benefit, call SAC L34-4037 for futher detalls.
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AFRICA

SOME BASIC FACTS ABOUT NAMIRIA AND S .W.A,.P.O.

Namibia and South Africa are the last two Black Afriecan
countries still under white minority rule. The government
of South Africa, known for its system of racial discrimin-

ﬁ ation (apartheid), occupies 1ts neighbor Namibia as a
colony. ‘

Namibi

* South Africa has brought apartheid to Namibia, All of
South Africa the beat land, jobs, adncat%an and health care are reserved

for the white minority. The Black majority are confined to
"homeland™ areas on the most impoverished LO percent of the land., The
whites, who make up less than 10 percent of the population, occupy the bhest
agriculturel and grazing land,

The South Afriecan government directly controls the land on which Namibia's
vast reserves of uranium and diamonds are located. Many Black Namibians who
cannot eke out a living in the "homelanda™ are forced to become migrant work-
ers in the so-ecalled white areas at starvation wages - a situation like that
which axists for the South African Blacks,

Namibia, once called South West Africa, was colonized by Germany in 188i.
The people of Namibia have been fighting for their indépendence for over one
hundred years, After World War I, South West Afriea became a League of
Nations Mandate under South African administration. Since 1920, South
Africa has brutally exploited Namibia's people and resources.

In 1966, the General Assembly of the United Nations declared that South
Africa had falled to fulfill its obligations to South West Africa and had,
in fact, worked against the moral and material well-being of the people.
The Assembly declared that henceforth South West Africa was under the di-
rect responsibility of the United Nations.

South Africea has, however, continued to occugy Namibia, exploiting the
labor and resources and ruthlessly repressing the people, Seventy thousand
South African occupying forces currently suppress the struggle for libera-~

tion of the Namibian people.

WHAT IS SWAPO? 1In 1960, the people of Namibia formed the South West
African People's Organiszation (SWAPO), SWAPO's Constitution states:
*3.W.A.P.0, is a national liberation movement rallying together, on the
basls of free and voluntary association, all freedom-inspired sons and
daughters of the Namlbian people, It 1s the organized political vanguard
of the oppressed and exploited people of Namibia. In fulfilling its van-
guard role, S.W,A.P.O, organiges, unites, inapires, orients and leads the
broad masses of the working Namibian people in the struggle for national
and soeial liberation.

The United Nations recognizes SWAPO as the representative of the Namibian
people and has demanded that South Afriea withdraw its troops and allow free
elections., South Africa refuses to get out of Namibia and follows the same
policies of repression there as in South Africa.

The United States has supported 8cuth Afrieca's white supremacist govern-
ment by adding extra demands to nagotiations for Namibia's freedom and by
voting in support of the South Afriean government at the United Nations.
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