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vMemo From: WATT ESPY
C/O LAW LIBI ARY —:— P. O. BOX 6205 —:— UNIVERSITY, AL. 35486

PronNe (205) 348-5925

\‘E_-

7-1-1983,

Tos Rick Terte

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letlter rela-
tive to interviewing me for the Dallas TIMLS,

I attempted to call you over the telephone this
morning and was referred to the Supreme Court Law
Library, but the lady there did not know you,

She did state that Tim Lewis was working there and
I know him, so, if you should see him, give him my
regards,

I shall be glad to see you at your convenience, 4s
youstate that a weekend would be preferable, I would
prefer that we set the interview up for one Sunday
and you may call me as to time, etc, either here at
the Law Center or at my home number which is 556-

1921 (as this is unlisted, please do not give it to
anyone else,)

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours,

PSt VWednesday night we'organized a local chapter .
of the Coalition Against the Death Penalty and

elected Professor Wythe Holt our co-ordinator, I
hope that you will be interested in Jjoing up with
us when you return to the University this Fall,
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July 15, 1933,
To: R|Wck Nent,

On May 11, 1977, Governor Tavid 3oren of Oklahoma
signed into law that state's lethal injection bill
and Oklahoma thus became the first state to enact
this means of execution, The very next day, the
legislature of Tegxas enacted ihéirlgethal injection
bill,

Tedbnically speaking, the hangins of Rainey 3.thea

at Owensboro, Kentuckyon Avgust 1L, 1936, was the
last public hancing and it was witnessed by thousands,
foscoe "Red" Jackson was executed behind a planked in
stockade at Galena, Missouri, on Moy 21, 1937, Howe
every, as over 500 persons were allowed t0 witness the
execution, those not being inside the &tockade seeing
10 AHEBX thru a "window" cut in at the top of the
walle (Please see enclosed newspaper clipping cone
cerning this latter exc€ution,) Thus, the law in

the case of Jackson was, to some extent circumvented
and it would have to also be considered public, in my
opinion, since those unauthorized b, the statutes

were allowed to witness it,
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J'U.l:f??’ 198 3e

103 lick Dent
3691 Southmont Drive
Montgomery, AL 36105

The answerks .o your questions are as follows:
first
1) The first name of "elsinger was Al and the ¥R
name of Ledlow (not Ludlow) was 3Bill,

2) Shumway's victims were lire and ‘s, Yacob Martin,

3) In view of Henry Schwartzehild's memo of July 1llth,

& copy of which L sent to you, and his statement
that Delaware had enacted lethal injection legisla=
tion, the only jurisdictions that I now show with
hanging statutes on the book are Montana (choice of
hanging or lecthal injection)s Utah (choice of hanging
or IZring squad)j 'ashineton State (choice of hanging
or lethal injection)s and the U, S, Military which
prescribes hangin

e

Am looking forward to your article and would like to
neve copies of both the article from the TIMES and the
magazine article, '1ill look forward L0 seeing you on
your return and to having you join our coalition, the
second meetin: of which will be held Lomorrow night
wihen we will discuss the Johnny darris case,

lezards,
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I'll get

it back to you but I'm going to try to find someone to take

a picture of the picture.

Apparently 1t

I gave 1t to Suzanne and
Is the computer

I had alot of fun.
it as soon as you can

Send

I'm not so sure that Suzanne was glad that I came
Take care.

Remember how I got sick 1n Nashville.

was not the prime rib but a virus.

November 18
I writing to remind you to send that photo of you.

she was in the bed for two days.
Tell Danny and the shiteater hello for me.
working?

Thanks for taking me on the trip.
because r'm elaca to deadline.

Dear Watt
However,
back.

Monday,
Rick

11-19-1988,

I'ne photesrraph was mailed to veu on the
16th vis first clzss meil and I cannot une
cerstend why you kave not raceived it, It
probzbly arrived yesterday or will today,
If you don't have it by the time that you
receive this letisr, nlease adviea,

3orry to hear that Suzanne got sick and I
agree thet you must heve had e stomach virus,
My prime rib wes delicious and I had no bad
ef'fects, Hope both of you are better necw,

Radelet c2lled last nigat and seld that he
had sttempted to e2ll ielice Levine vesteore
day buf d1id nov get her.Would continue tirye
ing., He wantsxto werk out an arrangement,
if" we eegn get financing, for me to de work
of ecorrecting through him which I weuld pree
fer, I told him I just did not want Smykls
or Flisher havipgg anythings to do with it or
getting any rocopnigion for my work that
thev messed up so0 thoroughlye.

g

/ \
DA«
- N

¢ Dan ssys hi and the shiteater says for
you te come down as he needs a2 good meal]

Regards =




1.1"16"198‘;

To: The Henorable “ichaird Blaxke Dont,
Honormpary Assistant ﬁtterney Teneral
of the State of Alabama,

Sorry that I d4id not,get to drtn by‘on
Thursday morning., When I got to Jeil's,
I lay down and promp‘ly fell asleqp on
the sofa, I slept late and barely made
my luncheon date with little Marx_

fnclosed is the photegraph which: you ree=
auested, Please return to me ai'ter you

heve it copied as it is the only cepy
that T have, When you have it copled,
see how much about 10 extrs coples, this

sizegwould cost and, 1if feasible, !I might
let vou have some made for me alse.

?

Pleasse send me copies of any articles thst
vou might publish concerning me snd the

project, Hepe that you will 91:0‘menfion
in them the fact that 1 am unmnplayed and

"yirtually penniless" e stating that I
hope to earn a living through consulting,

writing and lecturing, It might get me
some bites, ' Foon

3ive my best to Suzanne, snd vhen y'all
come to Dothan, come on by sndé help me
with t hia- damned a-nmputs*

Incidental]y, wvhile we vere gene, Tzena
called 3nd said she aad just learnsd thet

I wes no longer =¥ the Jﬁivﬁfﬂl s¥. dsany

says that she seemed T0 ~ . =~ . -~ N
pletely aqd even wencg




|

"she did not want to even hear Smykla's name
mentioned," 0Of course, I must zccept this

with a eertainamount of skepticism thoush it
is wossible thet she was sincere and I hope

t she wasSe

Sincerely, vour. friend,
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Watt:

Just wanted to drop this note and let you know Im allve,
Washington is a gas. Ive only been here for a week but 1
know the town like you would not believe. Ive had a

blast in Georgetown--lots of bars and great places to eat,
They work my ass off here but I have plenty of free time

to playe Let me know if you are coming up for the TV
program. Be prepared to do a lot of walking. The places
we go are gained by foot--the subway would not do us any
good. By the way, this old Souterner had his first ride on
a subway the other day, what an experience,

My place is Jjust two bulildings down from where I work and
right in the middle of everything. I could not ask for a
better location. But my aprtment i1s nothing more than a
glorified dorm room with a kitchen and bathroom.

Memorial Day was a moving experience here. 1 went down to
the Viet Nam Memorial and Just watched. It really was very
sade Until now Memorlal Day has meant nothing to me.

Do you happen to know the adrress of North Carolina's death
row?

My phone 1s not connected to something they tell me so 1
cant make long distance calls on 1it, Jjust locals. My

phone will take all calls though if you need to get in touch.
The # is 202=-676=23%64,

Dont get too drunk. Say hello to Danny, George and the
Shiteater for me, Let me hear from you.

A4

Rick
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