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EDITORIAL: 

It is traditional for a publicc.tion such 2.s Skandalon to '.)ee, in the academic 

year uith a st~tement of its riurposes, philosophy, end function. Le.st fall Sk.2:ndal_ 

did not do this, because, 1-re are sure, the staff did not really knot-1 whc.t the journ 

wc.s or where it u:-.s ~'.oing. Throu;h the ye2.r Skando.lon made many significant gc:i.ins. 

For the first time in its distinguished lifetime, the journal beco.me the cooperativ 

effort of m:~ny, not just one or two dedicated people. Skandalon achieved a reputal 

as an independent Christian voice in the University community. In anage where con 

formity of one sort or ~nether and anti- or non-religious thought prevails, indeper 

Qnd Christian commitment c:-..re two significant concepts. Skandalon continued its hie 

level of distribution among the faculty. He think this S •::!.YS something for our jour 

Skc.ndalon distributed more copie s tho.n ever before in the pnst, showing that conce1 

o.nd alert students are :Z'inding a needed stimulus in the j ourn2.l. But, the year 19c 

1966 hc:-..s been left behind 2.nd we .::.re 2.lready involved in ~'..nether academic year . 1,n'. 

hopes ::.1.nd aspirations do we have for Sknndalon in the year 1966-1967? They are mar 

and we cannot hope to c.tto.in them all a.lone. A tired and overuorked staf f finishec 

publir.~tjon in ~12.y, but much the same ; roup is rested and enthusiastic about anothE 

year of Skandnlon. But, we need help to realize our goals c:.nd deepest wishes. We 

need friends";staff members, and readers. Skandc:::.lon is a Christ.inn forum for opinj 

We publish resrx 1nsible articles of pertinenceand ·1.nt.Presb t<1.L·lt.ten fran c:'.lmost cny 

rudnt of view. "vle ,lPrii_r.:,.to cur .imn·HAJiA-t-.ic endeavors to the free expression of 

th011cht. At times, tholl,'lh, we do cdopt editorial opinions on certain issues. As 

res~,on:-:ihle Christi2.ns and members of n larg~_:r:_ community, this we are compe110d by 

our own COILsciences to do. This, 'uy no rJB ans, ex:cludes other e.xp.t·,,,1r;i , ,nia v.( 0~1in:i 

Fe would like to s ee Sk2.ndalon go beyond uhat it h2.s 2.lready clone to become a re

sounding ;:~nd str1..mg vo:i.ce -:fri C'tu·istian nnd University conurmni.ty c..like. We uould l 

to see arti.c}P.s on reli~ious, social, polit.ic2.l, end UniYers ity subjects filline c 

desks. We 1-1ould like to see our reactershi:J incr e~'1s e t~nfold. In short, potential 

is 2. Hord we know much about. We hone th2.t this ye2.r both you £e nd we mclce a few 

signific2.nt gt.ins in hel::iing S~"':_ndal~~ r0;,J _i%e it..A p otentic:::.l. 

BU.CK POHER 

by Richard Mack 

One hears a great deal about "Black Power" these days via all neus media. It 

seems to be the latest in a seemingly endless stream of angles which h~ve been dis 

covered in t ~:e current drive of the American Negro for his civil rights. The pm•r 

of this series of nrticles is to examine this neu turn in the drive and to report 

its benef icial and distr2.cting aspects. Many influential persons have condemned 

11Black Power, 11 while Ill.'.lny have come to the su1)port of the concept. The rm-pose of 

this series is neither to condemn nor to issue acceptance, but to examine and anal 

1u1, ,•.1.t,jng the findine; s objectively. 

The 11Rl.'lck Power1t movement has recently gained the official support of many 

of the more prQni.nent Negro le2.ders, among them Dr. Martin Luther King and Jrunes 

Meredith. This support m d the bl.D.tant announcemout by men of prominence that thE 

system of government of the United Sk.tes was set up to foster white supremacy an< 

that a system uhich does that must not be allowed to exist has stirred up much re

action to the entire Civil Rights Movement by the Ill.'.ljority of the white popuL-iti01 

of our nation. The feeling which has reached the author is one that the great 

leaders of non-violent agitation have abandonPd t:1eir cause in .favor of groups 

pledged to violence and to the bl:i.ck takeover of pouer in America. The white per 

seems to fen.r not equal rirc;hts for the Negro but that the Negro will go beyond 

equality to dominance. 11!hether or not this feeling is justified will be examined 

in a lQter ~rticle; the f2ct that this feeling does exist QOO is to a certain deg 

detracting from the support, both morally c.nd finc:ncic.lly, of some of the major 

civil rights organizatj_ons is a problem uhich must be understood in nnderst2.nding 

the positim of this concept in the cu:rTent civil rights movement. 

The Negro masses feel themselves justified in holding to this concept for n 

number of re~sons. They feel that they have been hP]d back for such a long peric 

of time that their present progrRss s :1.0111.d result, in the position of daninance 
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which they h::.ve le2.rned to athor through the ye2.rs. They feel t hat they sh ould 
return to the uhite ·)opub.tion some of the suffering, pc.thos, and oppression which 
until nm h2.s been thrust upon them. They feel thc.t the whites oue them 11 repara.
tions11 f or the years, indeed centuries, uhich they have dwelt in the depths of the 
American society. The relatively rapid progress uhich has been mo.de in the past 
yonr or two has sDurred them on to greater g o2.ls--the goals of dominance and 
suporiori ty. 

A :mnj or question cone erning the "Black Power" c rmcept is, 11 Has this concept 
hurt the chances of the Negro for further strides toward civil rights? 11 Cerk.inly 
no ruling group, if one c2..n honestly c2..ll the whites the 11 ruling group·' in America, 
wishes to ~,ive uptheir position of su1)eriority. It would appear easier for such 
a group to accept equality of others thJ.n to )lace the noose of subjection e.round 
their mm necks. Could this then be the rea son for the drr."!lntic fnll-off of whit~ 
sup:_J ort of Negro civil rights groups? Has the Negro movement been hurt by the 
diminishing of this 11:1ite suJport? Hany uhite 1)eO~)le h:i.ve demonstrc.t ed their desire 
to insure the Ne6ro the • osition of equa.lity which ea.ch person deserves in our 
society, but they have balked when the Negro has announced his desire to suppknt 

·white supremacy with black suprem2.cy. The 11 Bla.ck Power" demand for the position 
of supremacy uhich ha.s been denied t ~!em has turned numbers of former civil rights 
su.:_:ip orters a:;,o.inst their c2.use, 2.nd has me.de it more difficult for the Negro to 
achieve true equ.o.lity, much loss than 2. supremacy based on o.nything short of 
weapons. 

The ma.ss violence which has tc::.ken place in Chicago, Cleveland, Nm·1 York, nnd 
ot her of Americ2. 1 s large cities has fore cast t. disturbing picture of the racial 
situation in this no.tion. Not only o.re m::.sses of discontented Negroes going beyond 
demonstr . tion to the ".loint of physico.l destrubtion, but groups of whites, tired of 
being demcnstrc.ted e.nd rioted 2.;:;,c::.inst, are fighting back, o.re rioting 2nd demon
str2.ting in return. Tho most obvious outcome of this violence c.nd counter-violen9e 
is racial 1-r'.r. Is "Black Power11 a. g oa l which is im·,)ortant enough to be fought 
violently for? Is uhite suprem2.cy a. goc.l or c., st2.tus quo uhich is uorth defending 
violently? Is eq112.lity of the races, the goals of so many organizations in the 
past, the true goa.l of our ndior!s people? Or, are we split into two groups so 
radically different thr.t only superiority of one z roup will suffice o.s the m1swer 
to the most tr~Ting IJr01Jlem of our ti.mes? 

TheRA questions are the prime examples of those suggested by the the bringing 
f'rn··~h of the "Dl.A,:;.h. 1· ,,w .. x·" c0ti.cept. In succeeding issues of Sk2.nd2.. lon t ,hose 
c111,=-eci u ,-, ,r- ~.t111 1~hej_.r r2.mifications 1,d 11 be exo.mincd. 
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CREil TED IN GOD t S Il'U~GJ!; - - ~- -- ---
by James ~-iard 

One often wonders just wht;t it meG.ns to be a Christian., e;;:pccially in this, 
whc1t h2s been c2. 1led tho i::iost-Christi::m 2.ge. We do find Christ fans of all tradi
tions ex,_·iounding on the meaning of the Christian life. A Christi,::m is proba:,ly 
m,".ny things, just as ScriiJture outlines many rules of condm.:·b 2..nd o. multitude of 
guidelines for living the "good life. 11 This is one answer, but many of these 
rules and guidelines ".'.re an2.chronisms when t2.ken in the literal sense and present 
little that is concrete for the modern Christian when c onsidcred in o. more general 
way• But., the Christian Holy Scripture does give us guidelines to follm. They 
may not be evident at first Glnnce, but taking all of Scriuture ~s a totality and 
considering e2.ch uord in the context of the whole Bible w~ can find these r: uide
linc s. The fnct tlmt they o.re sto.ted as genero.litios e~hances their appeal-to the 
contempor2.ry Christian because it adds to their univers.::i.lity for all situations and 
for 2.11 o.r:; es. 

In the first ch:1.pter of the book of 0-enesis there reo.ds a phrase, "So God 
created man in his mm :i.m..,ge. 11 This is not a hichly explicit phrase 2.nd through 
the centures much controversy ho.s .:crison to its exact interpretntion. Far too 
often thi~ phrase has been interpreted either 2.s a phr '-Se standing by itseli' or 
has bee n :11rk,.1.·_µ1•t--il·,ed only in the context of Genesis or the Pente>teuch. Although 
this may 1Je a pee;inning of its understanding as Christil".n 1ve must consider this 
in the li8ht of the ent.ire Scripture, in the' l:igllr, of Ho uho came to fulfill the 
12.w and the P:ophets. _This gre t phrn.~e dot!s not, of course, specify in uh2..t way 
man was made in God 1s . J.Jnage. The early Jew was not all sure of what God was like. 
In fact, the writers of Genesis in one place refer to God by the nG.me 11 Elolrim, 11 a 
name tha~ mea.ns only "the holy one." His image, then, was open to the bro<7.dest 
speculc:.ticn. It tnkes ge1ie.1.·n.ti omi of close relo.tions11i

1
) between man 2. nd Yahweh 

?efore the Hebrew ar-r.ives at .:my rel'l.1 C'onrcµtn:11i .l!,'1t.ion of Goel •s 2.ttribnt.es. It 
is Jesus 1-1ho says thc.t no one can knot·l God except tlu·c.~1p:h Him. Here is a statement 
that implies that the Christian can never conceive of the image of God except if he 
knous the Christ. 

The siS;nificant word in our phro.se is 11 crec.:.ted. 11 Mo.n is created in Godts 
image. This in no m:.y says that IllD.n is now in God's image. Certninly in the 
Ad,::>.mic f.s.11 from innocence 111£.n becrune, in mc.i1y l'Jays, less like God. A gulf was 
created in the F2.ll th2..t rn£.n has been st.riving ever since to bridge. M2sn departed 
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from the image of God to the im2.ge of m2.n. To overcome this estrangement, man 
must try to a~ain attain the imcJge of God. 

We are still left with the question of the nature of God 1s imoge. Mah can 
probably never know the exact nature of His imr.ge. The history of Mo..n 1s relation
ship uith his God has taught us something about God's imc!ge. The Christian God is 
cre2.ti're. It is He who created the heavens and the earth; it is He who created 
man and all the crentu.res of the earth. All creation, accord:ing to Genesis, is 
the result of the Word of God. The very first of God ts people s2.w that God brought 
order from chc:ws, th2.t God iras creative. God is a loving Being, This is especial~y 
seen through his Son Jesus Christ. In fact, many of us probably remember the tradi
tional Sunday school statement thnt 11 God is love .. 11 St. Pc.ul certo.inly stressed love 
in his letters to the eurly ChUI·ch. God is nlso redeeminr; and forgiving. His Son 
came among men to save them from sin. The Christian God always has been a redeeming 
rather than ven~. ef'ul God. 

Han, created in the image of God, must strive to be all these thin~, s .also, ~o 
overcome his estrangement from Goµ., )ifo.n must try to 'be more God-like. The Christian 
should be crec'.'.tive. The Christian doing cancer research, the Christian engaged in 
social work, the Christian mother D.nd uife are all doing their daily o.ctivities for 
Q re 2.son, to create order from chaos. All o..re being creative, This menns that 
Christianity is not just believing something, but doing something, being involved 
in the world. Man must love. Christ commands us to 0 love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind ••• (and) love thy 
neighbor as thyself," Christ also instructs us to love one another as He has loved 
us. Love is the centrality of the Christian message. Man must also be forgivimg. 
If a man errs against me and is truly penitent, then I should be forgiving of this 
man. This is not forgetting that he erred against me, but lovin6 and caring as if 
the person never erred. Man, created in the image of God, should be :'Creative, 
loving, Bn d redeeming. Man in relation to man should be o.s God in relaµon to man. 

=== === --- --~ --- ==== === === =~= === === =-= --= ;:::== === === ==== === 

THE CHURSH OF THE UNIVERSITY CQjVJ111JNITY 

by Benjrunin Sh2rpe 

The bright light in the Christio.n world todc.y is the ecumenical movement. 
On college co.r.ipuses c.cross the country the ecumenical movement has found a place 
for experiment2.tion. At SUNYA the expression of this movement is the Church of 
the University Community, an ecumenicc1.l protestant group made up of both faculty 
nnd students. 

Since res founding, the Church of the University Community (CUC) has been 
defined as "all students and f 2.cult\y- who see themselves as part of the People of 
God ui thin this University. 11 The pu,rpose of the CUC is to relate the Chrj_stian 
faith to the daily life of the Univ•ersity by study, , worship, and service. 

The center of activity for the CUC is Chapel House, a large house on a hill 
overlooking the campus near the physical education building. Most of tho meetings 
and services are held at Ch2.pel House which is also the office of the campus 
ministers: The Reverend Frank Snow and the Reverend William Small. 

A council of nine students is elected each semester fran among the members of 
the Church of the University Community to plan and coordinate activities. Called 
the ~ouncil of the Church of the University Community (CCUC), it is headed by a 
chaL.·man, secretary, and treasurer. The council meets every Friday at 4 :30 p.m. 
nt Chapel House to taU: aver new ideas Qnd to plan for coming events. Their meetings 
are always open to all interested people. 

Worship services are held for the CUC every Sunday at Cha:_)el House. The 10 a.m .. 
service is based along traditiono.l lines with a service of Communion. The 7 p .• m. 
service i~ experimental.., trying folk and contemporary music. Students read lessl"lns 
and lead in prayers at both services. Prenching is shared by the campus ministers 
o.nd faculty. 

Of.the activities sponsored by the CUC, the Golden Eye is one. of the m~st 
popular~ It is a Friday night coffee house for students and faculty. Last year 
it had folksi~gimg, play readings, jazz concerts, and discussions on everything from 
11
Albany Politics" to the 11Future of Marriage. 11 The Golden Eye meets at 820 MadisCln 

Avenue, not far from the Alumni Quag from nine to midnight. 
er:ifi~ is the newest addition. Its purpose is to bring together the Christian 

commun::dy 1n a weekly discussion of the Church rs stand in life and to interpret the 
faith todo.y, especially in the light of contemporary soci.c'11 trends. enfide wjll 
meet at Chapel·House on Thursday evenings. 

Skandalon, a bi-weekly journ2..l., is c.ls'o sponsored by the cue. It prints news 
e.nd opinions on all subjects. 

· Albany is a ty-pical city off.er,;i.ng much opportu:oity far urban work. In the 
past, tench-ins, pain+,ing projects, tutoring projects D.nd other activitiPs have been 
held. This year there 2-re pl::ms t.o continue these projo<..::ts f'rom past years and to 
experiment v.1.th · ~1cw ones such as the Rc11mr=-nical t-Jookeud at Dippj kill un the weekend 
of October 7, 8, and 9. · 

If you are inter0sted in attendjng services .or in pnrticipating in any of the 
activities, you are invited to do so. 
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'T'IIE IllDIVIDUAL rn SOCI -''TY: 1.. SE!.RCH li'OR IDENTITY 

by Everymo.n 

111.rfuo nm I? They mock me, these lonely questions of mine. 
!hoever I nm, Thou knmrest, 0 God_, I am thineJ tt 

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

"And nn old priest said, Spenk to us of Religion. 
And he so.id: 
Hc..ve I s ·)oken this dJ.y of c.u&ht else? 
Is not reli[, ion c..11 docds :.nd .'.:'.ll reflection., 
And thr.t i1hich is neither deed nor reflection, but c.. 
uonc'.er c..nd .:t sur )rise ever sprin5 ing in the soul, even 
while tho hnnds l1cu tho stone or tend the loom? 
Hho can sepc..rate his fc.ith from his actions, or his 
belief from occupntions? 11 

-Ke.hill Gibrnn 

"· 

ln10 O.li1 I? I nm n creature., a humc..n being, who wc.llcs the face of this earth 
2.nd p2.rticipc.tes in the activities of the enrth. I am of the world and in the world. I c2.nnot divorce ll!;)rself from tho world. I am heart, soul, and mind; I am f1£sh 
r-.nd spirit. I co.nnot separ2.te one from the others. I ,2m n totril.. ity. I exist as 
o. totnlity. Ab~ve all, I c.m not en abstraction cc..lled man; I nm an individual. 

I o.m ,2n individual uho hc.s 2. reli6if"n. Hy &,ods c..re those things thc..t I hold 
c.bove ['.11 others, those thin .s that hc.ve the most vc.lue to me.. These I must venerate. 
I do not ahm.ys know uh.at I hold highest. This I must find out. 

I ho.ve vocation. I do not mc,2.n occupation, bl1t hopes, gMls, and aspirations that I must realize. Oft times I do not know the exact nature of my vocntion. At 
time:. my voco.tion seems confused or shallow. I must find my vocation and create 
orc;er out of the confusion. 

This is f..-: o I 2.m, but uhc.t arn I to do? 
Once I 1'1'.lve found voc~t~on, some sense of diNction and meaningfulness; oncQ 

I h.'.:'.ve discttvered my gods, I must uork towards bringing myself closer to them. I 
must r ealize my hopes ~nd my aspirations. Because I nm of the world and in the 
uorld, I must concentrate my eff arts here. I must never forget that I um in the 
world 2.nd that I must partici:,>,2te in the activities of the uorld in order t,. realize 
my ~oc.ls. Anything less is compromising my entire existence. Anything less is negation of myself. 
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