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ature in 1859 to enact 1

_ preamble was the motjve.
“The public execution of Crimnals condemned to death by the

laws of this State, is believed by ma
rendencj* and disgraceful to the C
refinement and good taste, and not

ny to be acmoralizing In its
haracter of our people for

so well calculated to accom-
' 4 sl P . . o o .
plish the object for which It wWas instituted, to-wit: the prevention
of crime, as would private executions.” Therefore, hereafter “no
one shall witness such executi pt the executing officer,
a sufficient guard, and syeh 'men as the crimina) may desi

gether with the relatives of the
in the jail for the execution, it
Inferior Court to have a gallows

_ constructed in the jaj] yard, and if
hecessary to order 4 special tax to pay for the work. But the

fudges of this court (later the judge of the Sy
the case) should have it “in their discretion”

Xecution.” Another reason sometimes suggested: for opposition _
to public ]mngings after freedom had come to the slaves, was to
kéep thent from abandoning farm work on the plantations to

attend en masse these spectacles. But for years after the Civil
War it became a common practice for judges to order public
hangings. However tor s quarter century and more after 1865,

there ivefe only three hangings in Fulton County (Atlanta), and
all were private.1? .

, For those who did not attend public han

to order g pnblic

gings, either because

| pectors of age, color or sex The
first hangings in Georgia were in Savannah, less than two
after the colony had been settled and the victim was 2

William Wise was an Irishman of shady character whon
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 Georgia Trustees had been indu;ed to.scnd. aver, b}]t before !\C
reached Savannah his career on the ship bringing him over was
so immoral that the Trustees ordered him to be rc:turned, _but
without success. He settled on [Hutchinson ]slanfi, in the river
opposite Savannah, and soon_becompng inc.:lpncmtcsl,. he_ \\\“9
allowed two Insh ser\-ants, nf] Richard }-\*’lute. Wise
had long hair and enjoyed having White g‘f_)mb it, often Te-
clining in bed and leaning his head over 'th,e .raxl for the 0per::jt11(on.
One morning in combing Wisc’s hau:, White gave t.rhe ‘Thandker-
chief around his victim's neck a twist to choke him, avhen at
the same time the Riley girl brought 1n a bucket of water for
bathing his face and suddenly plunged his head down nto t.he
water and drowned him, ‘already half-choked. Both were tried
for murder and sentenced to hang, but as Riley was pregnant
by White, her executicn was put off until her child was bom.
On rv_19, 1735, Alice Riley was hanged, and on the
following day Richar ’\f"h.it“e followed her on the same scaffolc.
Both declared their innocence.™ 1 o

To search out, record, and describe all the hnn_gmgs.that took
place 1n Georgia would be an endless task, and cm‘ﬂd result onl}'

in a compilation of a dicttonary or cucyclopedia of G;nr%i
| hangings. Only ‘samplings fron? now on to the cn-c'l of thu
method of capital pumshment will })e given here. As m_ll appear,
the heyday of hangings in Georgia came after the le War.
But two other colonial hangings will be noted, which teok place
at Savannah in 1739. Bixby (Bryxy, Bixie) was master of a sloop
anchored in Savannah harbor,. and with him on board were

reached the f
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he ceased to |
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Cozens, Levett, and the victim, whose body was found washed
ashore. Indications were that he had bc?.n. murdered on the
sloop and thrown overboard. The three living men were con-
victed of murder and sentenced to be hanged on .2 gall_ows.‘to
be constructed on the bluff above the river where the crime
had been committed: Bixby “went up the Ladder more 'mmbl{
than the Hangman, and fastened the. Ropf: to t!\c heam himself.
Both Bixby and Cozens denied their guilt, \"h("l.l Levett, who
had strénuoﬁs1y denied that he had had any part m the murder,
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MRrs. MARK TEMPLE, nee SARAH BLACKWELL GOBER

oBs County pioneers were trail breakers imbued with love of the
nd, and they early developed characteristics of leadership and ideals
1 which later generations have built. Mrs. Temple shared this fine
heritance. A special legacy from her talented father was her zeal for
arning and for accurate research. Through the pages of this work
ines her love of Georgia, and on every page is evidence of her
onumental research. Her pen was stilled before the manuscript took
1al form. As a long-time personal friend of Mrs. Temple, I feel that

is publication serves as an appropriate and useful memorial.

B. C. YATES

ennesaw Mountain Battlefield Park
larietta, Georgia
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ever saw. Most of it was 2 natural meadow,
which he planned to use for cattle; the remainder was covered
vith trees, many of which were bays more than eighty feet tall.
n 1733 Oglethorpe ordered that a walk, the breadth of the
own of Savannah, be cut through the woods on the 1sland.
Aater a similar clearing, known as the vista, was ordered at Savan-
ah. Joseph Fitzwalter remarked, “The Vistoe from the Town to
1¢ other Side of the Island is Cutt Through and Lookds Fx-

1d four servants on the island to work there and to guard against
1emies and thieves passing on the Savannah River.’

ars of misfortune. Two of the Irish transport servants on

Me personal care after he became Incapacitated soon after
s arrival. From his bed he would call in the morning for
iter in which to bathe as best he could; White would come in
the call and later would help Wise in combing his hair. Wise
re his own hair, in which he took considerable pride because

its length. He would lean over the side of the bed so that it

‘tense of assisting Wise, now leaning over the side of the bed
‘paratory to the combing, gave a quick twist to Wise’s necker-
ef to strangle him. Alice Riley seized his head, plunged it into
- water “& he being very weak it Soon Dispatched him, . , s
Alice Riley was sentenced to death on May 11, 17345 However,

ause she was pregnant her hanging was delayed until the
th of her child. A son, James, was born on December 21 and
d in February. The birth of the child determined the date of
- hanging. @Tice Riley? the first woman to be hanged in Geor-
, died on the gallows on January 19, 17385, denying to the last
t she had murdered Wise. |

\t an nndetermined date White broke out of jail. The knowl.

-

e — - -

SCANDALS, SAVAGES, AND TANGLED CLERICAL LOVE AFFAIRS

edge that a murderer, who was reported to have defied ten men
to take him, was loose created uneasiness among the people of
Savannah and its vicinity. But he was taken with no real
difficulty. Edward Jenkins described the capture In somewhat
breathless fashion: “Mr Henery Parker and his Brother william
was at woork at my Lot to pay me for what woork I had doon
for him, as we was woorking one of my men sd yonder Goes a
man very fast, I looked & saw ye man & said I believe its White
that Brook out of Prison If it js Let us Go & take him, the
two Parkers agreed not knowing where it was he or no Left
y€ men at woork All the weapons we had was two hooks & an
dX we was at woork with, I desired one of them to be about 10
yards at my right hand & the other at my Left keeping the
distance without speaking a word—And as Soon as Came to
him I woud Cease him & if he offered to reble they shoud kill
him immediatly—So we persued him tell we came into about
twenty yards of him, At first sight of us was much Surprised, I
told him your Name is White its in vain to Attempt & immedi-
ately I Ceased him, he fell on his nees & with many Blows on his
Breast baged his Life, so I took him by one side of Coller & Mr.
Henery Parker by ye other & William walked behind, we heald
him very fast for we had often heard that the sarvant bid de.
hance two ten men to take him As we was Leding him to Town,
we asked him where he had been & where he was Going He said he
had been looking for some house out of Town to Get some Pro-
vitions. . . . As we was Leding him along he woud often beat
his breast & bage his Life, we told him if we Let him Go he must
perish In ye woods he said he would [be] Joyfull to perish in ye
woods rather than dye on the Gallows[.]” Jenkins tried to eljcit
information concerning “any other vilony that ye Irish Sarvants

not Guilty of ye Murder. . . .» The unfortunate Wise was
avenged, while Jenkins and the Parker brothers were rewarded
with £50 by the Trustees for Capturing White,1°




RILEY, Aldce

An Irish immigrant transport servant, convicted with
fellow sekvant, Richard “hite, of murder of master,
william VHise, Execution delayed because of pregnancy,
Finally hanged, Savannah, Ga., Jamary 19, 1735, becoming
first woman hanged in Georgia, See excerpt from GEORGIA
JOURNESS by Temple and Coleman, Georgia = not written up,

See excerpt from "Hanging...in'Géprgia," by Coulters;
GZORGIA JISTORICsL CUART.RLY, Vole 57, pp 21-2 2-bound
in red binder,
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WEII'E, Richard

Irish transport servant, convicted with fellow servant,

Alice Riley, of murder of master, ¥illiam "“Aise, Escaptd
from custody but recaptured and hanged on Jan, 20, 1735,
See excerpt from GEORGIA JOURNEES by Temple and Coleman,

Georgia - not written up.

See excerpt from "Hangingee.ein Georgia,™ by Coulter;
OLCORGI. HISTORICAL CUARTERLY, Vol. 57, pp 21=-22=-bcund

in red binder,




