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• • 
by James G. Hard 

At a recent Christian service of 1rnrsl1i~ I uas struck by the number of times, 
in prayer, reference was made to God. In prayer of petition.,, the gathered fellow­
ship asked many thin::: s of God: love, r epentance, courage, strength, foresight., In 
prayers of t ,1anksgiving, the congrec.;ation thanked their God for most everything that 

had happened t o them. In prayers of intercession, they asked God for love , hen.1th, 
and generc2l well-being for others. These are all acceptable and traditional a-::cord·­
ing to t be conventions of the Church. The sincerity and well-meaningness of the 

congre2:ation and the relevance of t :rn iJrayers to the contemporary situo.t ion cannot 

be questioned. 
The genej_~al subject of prayer often bothers individual Christians. (One mi ght 

ask if there is any other kind of Christian.) To some Christians, pr ayer means 
little in t he ultimc1te analysis. At times, they seem to be absolutely corre~t. 
But, on the other hnnd, I t h ink that prr,yer hcts i t s validity. Huch ho. s been written 
[',nc1 said on the 'Jeneficial nature of prayer, and it would be both unnece ssarily iconov 

elastic and u·.:,terly fruitless to deny any value to prayer for the Christian. 
Pra~rer is an inte~: r :.l part of ;,11ristian worshi9, on both the individual and 

the cor::1 ora te l evel. If prc:.yer lacks meaning and relevance for the inc. ividual in­
volved, it means one cf three thinr;s: l) the person ~)raying is not sincE!'e and is 
going through nothing but a ritual act, 2) the entire concept of Prayer is invalid, 
or 3) the methodology of pr2.yer is radically amiss. The first I hc..ve assume d not 
to be true already, and the second I hc:.ve just cl. ismissed. This leaves ns with 

methodology. 
The thing that distresses me about cur praying as Christians is tha t ue are 

alway s addressing God. I certainly do not want to im.!;) ly that ue should have other 
deities to wh ich we pray, but it does seem peculiar, especia lly in prayers of 
petition and intercession, that we ask everything of Goo. I often lrnnder if t his 
isn 1t an unknowing and · subtle ·way of Christian 11 ')uck p 2ssing." The prover bial bnck 
is said to have s t opp ed on the desk of President Truman, but where doe s the Chr~.stiar:. 
buck stop? For t 11 e most part, the Christian does not seem to be concerned abcut 
this.. He Lsks God for strength and courage to do a task or for love and justice 
for a lifegro rotting in jail and then our Christian feels that he has done h:Ls part,. 
He has pa ssed the buck to God. 

Biblica l t 'ieology seems to indic2.te, at least to me, tha t the Ch1~isti2.n is 
here t o carry out the ilOrk of God, this work that we have p assed on to God througli. 

prayer. The God-man Jesus served as our example for this. It fa not Gcd t~1at shoulc' 

show love to the Horld, but man. It is not God who 2.s deux ~ m2.china e, ives man 
strength and courage, but it is man 1-1ho gives this to man. 'l'his,, of cour s e , is not 
to s ay God is not involved, but it says that possibly our emphasis has been grossly 
mispla ced~ 1'Jhere does this leave us in t erms of prayerJ 

I think it can only point in one direction. 1-Jhy should we not ask our fellow 
human beings, Christian and non-Christian brethren alike, for lave and justice ? 
Why not ask ourselves? Christianity has traditionally and vitally stress ed the 
concept of community,. so wouldn 1t we be better off to ask ourselves an'.l cur brethren 
for strength and courage in a difficult t a sk, rather than a metaphysical God? il18.ybe 

prayer uould me2.n more then. !faybe we are using an archaic, but once meaningful., 
concept as a crutch to lean on when we should be walking by ourselves, nay running . 
Haybe we are using God as a mask to hide behind so that ue don't have· to do anythi:ig. 
Let us forget about God for awhile and a sk these things of ourselves. For the tine 
being let 1s say, 11 0 man our help in a c~ es p ast, our hope for years to come.," 

THE ARTS 

Zhivago 

A gr.eat movie is Dr. Zhivago, nmv playing at the Hellman Theater here in Albany. 
Not only is the filming beautiful., but the message is timeless: the fight of a s ensi 
t i ve, life-loving spirit to survive even under the stifling conformity of n socio­
political order. Dr. Zhivo.go, a poet--doctor, loves life in its fullest, and h1s 
need for expression of this sensitivity c<'.nnot be killed by the extremgly suppressive: 



and trying conditions of the Bolshevik Revoluticn. Through his ,rnrk o.s an army 
doctor, through conditions in i._oscow 2.fter his return for the war front, through 
his flight ~.nto Siberi2., c..nd through his life with his beloved 12.ro., through end­
lessly runnin::; fror,1 the men of the State, Zhiv2gots love of life continues 2.nd become 
irnmorto..l in his poetry. f.s a study in the personality of a ri1an uho is a man in the 

fullest sens:,, this film is superb. 

Hr. Find lo.y Cockrell, 2. recent 1:.ck'.ition to the r,msic fo.cc1.l ty of the University, 

tre2.ted cm 2.udience tho: t. only ha lf filled Pc..6e H2.ll, to "'n excellent pi2.no perfornw.nc 

on October 4. RunninJ throu:;;h selections from Bach, Beethoven, Imbrie, m d Chopin, 

it uo.s evident tho.t Cockre 11 is o. ,1i2.nist of excellent co. li')er--a musician that has 

the rare 2.bilit y to make his audience 1mnt to c-:.2.nce, or lo.ugh, or cry, depending on 
the mood of the music. The complexity of the Bnch p2.rtita uo.s m2.tched in spirit cnly 

by the liveliness 2.nd vo.riety of the Beethoven b2.62.telles. Next the audience uas 
t r en:':.ed to o. son2.t o. of Imbrie, 2.. conter,1) or2.ry composer. Cockrell finished his per .. 

f orno.ncc u ith selections fror,1 Cho;,iin tho:t. stirred the he2.rts c:md rr.inds of the audienc 

Findlay Cockrell certo.inly shot·red i1is 2.udience thnt the credentio.ls that he bring s 

Fith him to the University are, ::-.t t:1e 1e ast, o.n understat ement of his vibr2.ncy o. t 
the keyboo.rd. 

Golden Eye 

The nrchitecture of the new campus was the topic of n presentation o.nd discussic 

at the Golden ~ le.st Friday evening uith Eduard Ccwley of the Art De:)artment. As 
usuo.l, ue hoard the s t udents u;-·o perenninlly canplain about the so-called sterile ::me. 
imperscnal architecture of the neu campus. He, houever, must fully agr ee uith 
Nr. Cowley that the campus is a m2.sterpiece of nrt. It reflects a sense of disci­
pline o.nd order, ns Hell 2.s o. feeling of soaring U)Wards to an 1:'.pex of greatness. 

Is this not ·che .Jr09er atmosphere for a University? Do not education and learning 

require discipline and order of thou:;ht as well 2.s an upward flight of the intellect': 
It would be interesting to know hou those uho v..re so hi.::,hly critical of our campus 
uould desir;n a university reflec-c,ing the o.tmos;_)here of learning. 
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Tl-IE TRUE TEST OF FAITH 

by \fo.lter J • Clark 

The true test of faith is not a mystical claim 

To experiencing the oneness of an UD) ronouncec.ble n2.me. 

'!'ho true t,e s-l; of fo.i th is 

A helping h.:-.nd to the weary one by carrying his load. 

Total acceptance of the stranger you see on lifers ro~d. 

Bearing the ar.xiety of G.nother. 

Leading a blind man. 

Tcc..ching Braille in one 1s sp2.re time. 

Working lnte into the night 

Aiding 2. friend or g iving another a neu insight. 

Defying a superior to bring comfort to a 11 broken reed, 11 

By bein;:; with him or her in cm hour of loneliness and need. 

l~Pnri.ng !;he C' 01Jrlr-mn.c1.t ion of cUrb,p--rn5 1cl nd ne.ighbors t.o ct11ufo1•-t; 

a dying one and forgetting the text 

1·Jhich uould limit your role beco.use of differences in sex. 

Etnying up nll nir:,ht with an 2..lccholic friend. 

Waiting for an anguished brother in the r2.in. 

A kind 1-:ord 2..nd a little time Given to those men have driven insane. 

A prayer that if anyone must 1-10.nder and rorun tho.n 11 let it be me, 



If one friend c2.n be set free, 11 

Or c.nguish er p2.i n. 
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This is the faith that meets one 1s brother 1s claim. 

This is t he uo.y to pronounce J esust n2.me. 

Prayer: Lord, when I do not know the road &head, when conflict is tearing 

apart my head; uhen I am depressed, guilt-ridden or low; help me to remember that my 

emotions are not the !,)roof of my faith but the love that I shou. Sometimes, Lord, 

I see tho.t people say tho.t they do not believe in Thee act for others in a mc.nner 

t hat put;s me t o shame. Dear God, let me love in the midst of depression, let me 

love in 'the midst of fear, let me love ,,hen I am beset by woe, when I .:::.m worried and 

my head f eels like it is about to ex;_)lode., when I feel that I may f c.11; l e t me pro.y 

t hen that if I co.n not make it, tJ1en I mo.y help others make it to their goal. When 

my dreams sho.tter and my idols cr1..unble and I fall and stumble, use my broken self to 

prev ent another from f~lling by offering my broken plo.ns to better understand my 

fellowman. Lord, always, in o..11 sit uations l et me love. Let me -i-rorry not o.bout 

being loved but about loving. In Jesus' name. 
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A SENSE OF THE SUBLDiE 

by Sandra Thomson 

Li fe for some people is: 

Han(c3i ng out in smoky coll2:.rs, airing one ts grudges against the 

world in 2.n 11 intellectu;:i,l11 (or cmt i-intellectual?) r.t mosphore; 

r evolting o.c;2:.inst one ts protective , miclc1.l e -c lo.ss upbringinr 

by he l T,Jing the underdog destroy the s ocio.l order; living in 

bars, befriending the socio.lly una ccept,·.ble. 

But, do they know--

Li.fP is t he brilliant cl2.rity of r€!d and yellow nutumn leaves 

contr::::.s+,'3cl ::i.. o.inst pine- green, 

Or_, 

The sharp out line of a whi i~e building silhouet ted 112;~.inst an 

azure sky, 

Or, 

Purple hills hu06ed by clouds crimson stained from the sunset, 

Or, 

The shQ.rp perf ume of pines minglinb with the pungent odor of 

burning l eaves, 

Just the exhila rating, breathless flight of joy by simply being 

alive? 

ir·i ,.L 'Ji fA is not r e j ecting either beauty or uc; liness. Life is 

the t er,1}-'Prj11P, of human suffering with a sense of the sublime. 
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BLACK POUER, #2 

by Richard N. :r.D.ok 

In the July 31, 1966 issue of the ?fou York Times, there nppcvm ,d n st,.:i.t.emf'nl, b,y 

the N2.tion"'-l C01umit tee of lfogro Clmrcl11m·n , the ·h 0p:ic- - 11WL1ck l'ower. 11 The stat.emcn t, 

a defi nition of duties, r e sp , 11s :i.l,i 1 iti ::-s, and e thics of 11Black Power, 11 is rl:ir,)c.:ted at 

the entire A!'ierican society, i':·,s l eaders, its churchmen, its mass med:in.., a nd its 

people. · The st.:::e,er,Kmt is much more them 2.n att e1,1pt to c~ei.'ine the concept; it is an 

attempt, and a woll-r02.s o11Pcl one , to expl2.in the essence of the concept and its justi• 

fication. -
11 Bl o.ck Power, 11 ns seen by t his st:i.temont, is not n recent development on the 

t.he C..ommit.t s t~ t es 11Wh2.t we see shini ; through the 
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vnriety of rhetoric is not anything neu but the St..me old problem of pouer 2,nd rnce 
which has ..:,need our beloved country since 1619. 11 The fundamontnl premise here is 

tho.t the so..r.ie situo.tion, between Bl.:'.ck 2.nd White, hc.s existed since the inception 
of slaver;/ in our n2. t ion in 1619. This would seem to put t he burden of the lack of 
improver,10nt in the Negro sto.tus in the United St£>:e,os since that do..te on the shoulders 

of the White segment of society. Houever, I uould 2.sk, is the plight of the Negro 

in contemporary America. the srune lis it 112.s in colonial fJnericaZ It would appear that 
possibly the most bl2.t nnt difference in the situations of both times is th2.t in 1619 
the avera- o Negro U.'.'.S i gnornnt tho.t any other wc.y of life existed for him in this 
coun·· ry. In recent years, the Negro h2.s bec0i;1e c:.w::,.re, for the first time, tho.t thoro 

is a bettor life in this country--some11herc. Nm-1, c.rmed uith that nuc.reness, the 
Negro is seeking out that new posUion, ho9ing to make as much pro6ress in o.s short 
a time as conceivably :_Jossil:lle. 

To the l'Iegro, the g oo.ls of 11 power11 --c. position of responsibility in the American 
aociety--seem within recc.ch, if only he cc.'.n m2Jrn c.n organized effort to achieve them. 
The organization of individuals into groups ,1i th a ;;re,::.ter possibility of being heard 

2.nd of gaining dem2.nds is merely cm eXclli1ple of good politicc.l sense. Beyond this 
obvious politicc.l oxplc.'.nation, however, is noted ,:. second 2.nd, to our study of the 
"Black Power" concept, extremely more consequential justifico.tion for the utilizn­
tion of group )Oller tactics. 111-Je must not a9ologizc for the existence of this form 
of group power, for we have been oppressed as a group, not 2.s individuo.ls • 11 How true 

this sto..tement a ::pearsJ How man;;; times has the statement been heo.rd, 11 1 judge all 
men, "1ihite 2.nd Negro c.like, on 2.n individu2.l b2..sis, 11 only to have the so.me person 
only r.1omonts 12 .. ter issue prejuclicial gcner2.lities c.62.inst either grou;_,? The next 
obvious question nppears, if we 2.re prejudicio.l ['.{_, 2.inst the group o.s c. whole, how 
cnn we tre2.t the individu2.l 2.s cm equc.l? Group dcm.:mds for grou__) c.cceptance then 
become the next logic2.l step in the drive for recognition. 

Should these ;,rou) dem·'.nds continue beyond the point of equo.lity to the point 
of supplc.nting one evil with a. second evil? One key point to romombor in this o.spect 

is 11 if power is sought merely 2.s c.n end in itself, it tends to turn upon those who 
seek it. 11 The :fo6ro r2.ce, it is true, ne eds this grou9 p01-1er to aid in their t2.sk 
of obt:.ining an equo. li ty which 2.ppe2.rs to be 2.1:')proo.ching their grc-.sp. The use of 
11Dlc.ck Power" in this respect is 11ith 2.. definite, beneficial purpose in mind, and 
is in the fin2.. l judcment , well uithin the boun(s of ethical G.ction. However, when 
the use of Black or[:,c-.niz,.:tion:::.l po1-1er bcB: ins to h :-::.ve c..s its end the re1.ellion o.nd 
violence , the ro.1-1, physic ,:-.1 ::, ouer uhich u o.s evident in the United St.2.tes this -,£'.st 
s1 m1mr>r, t he ·.10vement crossc:: s the line , 2.nd becomes unethic2.l, 2.nd in t he long run, 
dc.n~ erous to the , regress of the Negro strivin,;s. The supplo.nting of one evil with 
,mother, of one unjust p01-rnr for c.nother, c2..n do ncthing but nllow the Negro to 
S['.vor the t ::ste of revenge. 

1tT~e future of Arnorico. will l)elong to neither wl1i te or blnck unless ;:::,11 Americnnr 
work together o.t the tn.sk of rebuilding our cities." If this be the goc.lcl 11B1..ack 
Pouer, 11 then, hou does 2.nyone d.:,.re oppose the efforts of those 6roups Hhich o.dvocD.te 
it? ~, if the go .1 of "Black ;-' ouern be violence, robe llion, and discord, then hot-. 
c<'.n c.nycne condone or SU)port it? In 11hich direction sho.11 the "Black Power" turn-­
to pc.:,.ceful progr0ss, or violent rebellion? 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SKA~-IDALON 

Vol. V, No. 2 

James 1:-rc.rd, Editor c.nd Religious Affc.'.irs 

Richard 1"1.1.ck, Assocint e Editor er,d Politico.l Affnirs 

So.ndrn Thomson, The Arts 

W<llter ClITk, Religious Affnirs 

October 13, 1966 

Skc."Q_dalon is published every second Thursd!ly with offices at Chc'.'.;1el House.. Contribu­
tions in the f011n of ess.:iys, pwtry, ficticn, etc., are uelcomc>d c.nd mo.y be 2ddressed 
to the editor £.t 1201 .Stuyw,sc:-nt Tower or left at Ch.1.pel House. 

- UnQvo1dc..ble... dJfic)+i-c.~ \'\ec.e$si1Jc. our 

a +ew do 1s 

~\1,s i,_.J/ be 
Li+e +11 i5 1 Sl>•, c... \,J, 1l qdded s+qft a~J 

'r ~~r1 e t,J iH 4 ~ e \,-4J~Yc ( 
Wlo (c 


