STATE OF NEW YORK
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1975 1976 Regular Sessmns

SENATE-ASSEMBLY

. February 11, 1975

- IN SENATE—Introdueed by Sens B C. SMITH, STAI‘FORD

. HALPERIN, TRUNZO, BELLAMY, BURSTEIN BLOOM
ECKERT, PISANI PATERSON GALIBER MASON—read
twice and ordered pmnted and when printed to bé -committed to
the Committee on l‘ransportatxon—commntee diseharged, bill
amended, ordered reprlnted as amended and recommltted to said
eommlttee . v

IN ASSDMBLY—-—Introduced by Mr. LANE—Multi-Sponsored
by—Messrs, HARRIS, RIFORD—read once and referred to the

Committee on Transportatlon—commlttee diseharged, bill
amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted to said

commlttee ‘
to amend the hlghway law, in relation to prohlhltind the - aban~

- donment of access roads to state forest preserve lands

The People of the State of New York represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows:

Sectlon L The hlghway 1aw is hereby amended by addlntr thereto

N

"2 anew sectlon, to be sectlon two hundred five-a, to read as follows
3§ 205—a Quahfzed abtmdonment of certam town Mghways 1
4 Abandonment of town h@ghways which are access roads to state

«

D forest preserve lands or lands now owned or hereafter acquwed by

o

" EXPLANATION -~ Matter ix éiulics is new; mattor i in brackets [ Jis old” jaw to be omitted.
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‘the state and held under the jurisdiction of the departinent of
environmental conservation. as reforestation areas for ieforestaﬁon

.and the establishment and maintenance thereon of forests for

watershed protection, the production of timber and other forest

products and for recréation and kindred 'pu’mboses ma’é} be qualif{edly
abandoned in the follo'wing monner and shall have the _folléwing

effect:

~

' a.’r upon writlen notice to the départm_gnt of environmental con- .

lservatio_n, the téwn shall follow the précedure provided for in
subdivision two" of seqtioﬂ two hundred 'five, of this chapter;.

b.. the resaution of abandonment shall prdyide“th;t even thoudh
the reszqonsibﬂity of mqiﬁtéhanae of the road by" t_he:toum shall cease,

there shall remain P pubh’c casement over such road in perpetuiiy;

c. the department of environmental conservation shall have the

;'ight to maintain such road if it so desires; L R
d. no one, including the ;wner of adjoining land, may fence any
portion of such }oaél, with or without gates;

. e. the town, at any time, shall have the right to resume jurisdiction

_over such road for any purpose;

»

- f. the title to such road shall remain with the town.

f .

2.- For the purposes of this. section, access roads to state forest

p.,‘z"e;seme lands or lands under the jurisdiction of the environmental

consérvdt@'on departMent shall mean roads which are the only

practical means of ingress or egress to such state lands.
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3 § 2. This act shall take effect irﬁmediatgly.

‘8. 2642—A A 3271—A 3
1 forest preserve lands or lands now owhed or hereafter acquired by

2 the state. " e B .
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{ANDL IN SUPPORT ONf:

Scnatc i 'lng | BESE S by: MrB C.»:ASm_it’n‘ ‘.

AV ACT to amend the hlwhway law to prohibit the’
- “abandonment or qualified abandonment of ..
f . any highway affording direct access to S
forest preserve lands ox- reforesLatlon
areas, except by SpeClal law.

>U~MP1Y OF PROVISIOWS. This bill woula retain eymstlng pﬂblnc
rights of way to state owned forest preserve 1ands and reforestation
area lands by prohlblang abandonment of publlc roads which affoxd
"direct access” o such lands, CYC@DL py passage of a specndl law.

PURPOSE OF BILL. Under various sections of the highway law, existing
highways may »be abandonou bv action of the town board or the county.
legislature 'in the town or county within which such lands are located.
mitle - to the roadbed then elthpr revcrLs to aa]01n1ng owners, oxr is

qrantea to uUCh owners .

A

-

tn addition, there may be a qdallLlCQ abadoonmenL“ under SOCLLO

. 20576E the Highway Law,.ox xoads "nol us ually travelled along the:
greater part thereof by more than two. vehichles daily". “An adjoining
ownexr may. then fence such hlghway and use lL for hlS own prLVato .
purao&es. _ , . L L L

‘ CThe Suauc of New Yorh owns morﬂ Lhun two and oneuhalf mnlllon dCfCS
Lof forest preserve land, and well ovok‘half a million acres of lands

ahchascd fox roLorOUhLon, recrzeation and the other uses cited in this

5blll., bOuh cal hgorLeo of land maqt‘ by law, be open to public use.

L]
-

. Wowmvor, by its vory nature (and Ve;Of““tatiOL area lands, by the
restrictions govcrnan its purchase) nuch of th jand is difficult of

access. Much of it ia in remote locations, and use thereof in wintex

the is minimal. anj ropdways which would - not be used by "two
s daily" in February., dCO ncavx y ulaVOLICd in summer months

ng the_hunting‘seasona
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mwun ox]l would roLaxn,'ho the bmonlc of the state, the existing

C
he paople have DuTCha&CQ, and upon wﬁich

=

means of access to lands &
the state pays local taxes.
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