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IN SENATE-Introduced by Sens. B. 0 .. SMITH, STAFFORD, 
HALPERIN,• TRUNZO, BELLAMY, BURSTEIN, BLOOM, 
ECJKERT, PISANI, PATERSON, GALIBER, MASON-read 
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to 
the Cm;nmittee on 'l,ransportation-c,ommittee discharged, bill 
amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted to said 
committee 

. IN ASSEMBLY-Introduced by Mr. LANE-Multi-Sponsored 
by-Messrs. HARRIS, RIF,ORD-read once and referred to The 
Committee on Transportation-committee discharged, bill 
amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted to said 
committee ·· 

AN ACT 
to amend the highway law, in relation to prohibitin_g the. aban. 

donment of access roads to state forest preserve lands 

'1.'he People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and ( 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

1 Section 1. The highway law is hereby amended by adding thereto 

· 2 a new section, to be section two hundred five-a, to read as follows:. 

3 § 205-a. Qu_q,lified abandonment of certain town highways. 1. 

4 Abandonment of town highways which are accefs roads to state 

5 !orest preserve.'tands or lands now owned or hereafter acquired by 

EXPLANATION•·- Mo.t.f.!lr; :" italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old.law to be omitted. 
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the state and held under the jurisdiction of the department of 

environmentar conservation as reforestation areas for ref01·estation 

. and the establishment and mainten<!'nce thereon of forests for 

watershed protection, the production of timber .and other forest 
. . 

pro~ucts and j or recreation and kindred 'purposes may be qualifiedly 

abandoned in the following manner and shall have the following 

effect, 
--.. 

a. upon written notice to the department of environmental con, 

servation, the town shall follow the procedure provided for in 

supdivision two of section two hundred five of this chapter; 

b. the resolution of abandon,ment shall propide that even though 
. ' . 

the resP..onsibility of ?JJ,aintenance of the road by·· the town shall cease, 

there_ shall remain a public easement over such road in perpetuity; 

c. the department of environmental conservaUon shall have the 

right to maintain such_road~if it so desires; 

d~ no one, including the ~wner of adjoining land, may fence any 

portion of such road, with or without gates; 

e. the town, at any time, shall have the right to resume jurisdiction 

ove.r suc.h road for any purpose; 

, f the title to such road shall remain with the tow~. ' 

2. For the purposes of this section, access roads to state forest 

p}'eserve lands or lands under the jurisdiction of the environmental 
\ 

conservdtion department shall mean roads which are the only 

practical means of ingr(!ss or egress to such state lands. 
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1, forest preserve lands or lands now owned or hereafter acquired by 
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the state. 
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§ 2. This act shall take effect i~mediately . 
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Assembly 

Senate by: M.,r. . B • C •. Smith 
'· 

AN ACT· to amend the hi<Jhway law to p1·ohibit- the 

·' 
abandonment or qualified abandoriment of 

any highway affording c.1·irect access to 

forest preserve lands or-reforestation 

areas, except by special law. 

S\!_MVLl-\RY OF PROVISIONS. rrhis bill i:,,;ould :r;etain existing public 

ri~fhts of way t.o state owned £ores·t .preserve lc1nds and· reforestation 

area lu.nds by prohibi ti.ng abandonment of publ:j_c roads· which' .afford. 

"direct:. access" 'to such lands, except by, passage of a sp~cial law. 

Y._lI_B.,POSE OF BlJ~T... Under variou~ sections of the highway law, ~xis ting 

hig11w·c).ys may be abnno.oned by action of the t:m,rn board or the county 

legislature 'in thE-1 town or· county wit_hin •,.,rhich such lands are located. 

: T:i:r,1.e to the roadbed then either reverts to adjoining own<?,rs, or i,s 

granted to'su6h owners. 

· In adc1i ti.on, there may be a II qualif iec1 a1)ai1donmcnt" . unc1er Sec'tion 

205~tf: the Highway Law,. or roads 11·not l.'l.sually travelled alon~r the 

.qrec:ttcr· part the.roof by more than _two vehichles daily" •• · An adjoining 

owner may then· fence such highway and use it for his own p:d.vatc 

purposes. 

'I'he State Qf New York owns more than two and one-half million i1crE:s 

of forsst.preser~c land, and well over half a million acres of lands 

pu~::chase:id · fo:c ro.forest.:Lon, rec.r;:0a tion ~nc1 t.'b,e other uses c i. ted in t.11is 

))ill. Both Ci.l.tegor:Les _ot' l_an(l must; l1y lcM, be open to.public U.f.{8. 

:However, by its ve.r:y nature (and :cefor0st.;;d::ion arev. lands, by t:he 

restrictioris ~ovorning its purcl1ase) much of this land is difficult of 

access. Much of it is in remote locations, and use thereof in winter 

;·110:1ths is n-d.nimal. Many ror:1,dway:;; which would not be used by '"two 

vehicles da:L J.y" in J?obru.ary, ii:ce heavily t:cave11ed in summer 1rtonths 

anc-:. during- the hu.nting season. 

1l'h:i.s bill would :r:o'ti:'Lin, :co:c the people of: the state, tl:..c c::-:is·tin~r 

·r\1e;:n1s; of acccs,'.3 to l&mds 'l:hc people 'have purc~1a.s0d, nnd upon which 

t'ho state pays local ta:--:es. 
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