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New Dok Prison Association.

Ir is only within a few years that those who have been cut off
from society for their misdeeds, have been deemed worthy of at-
tention. They have been given over to the law and its ministers,
and forgotten ; as completely banished from the sympathies and cut
off from the efforts of the benevolent, as if natural death had been
included in the civil death which was pronounced upon them from
the Judge’s bench. The community has been even more severe
than the law ; for the inflictions of the latter cease when the allotted
term of punishment has expired, while the former continues to pur-
sue him who has paid the penalty, with a contempt and abhorrence
which would of themselves be heavy punishment for many offences.

‘We rejoice that this vindictive and unfeeling spirit is less general
than formerly. We are happy to know there are now many who
believe that one human being should never pronounce another hope-
less, irreclaimable—the proper object only of painful inflictions and
continued deprivation. It is to this class that we venture to address
ourselves, hoping to arouse an attention and interest that will never
sleep, until the great objects to which our efforts are directed are
accomplished, and that “on a scale commensurate with the almost
boundless extent of the work before us.

We are well aware that the work of reformation and restoration,
at which we aim, cannot be accomplished without sacrifice and
self-denial on the partof those who feel its importance and acknow-
ledge its claims. 1t will not avail, to say to the objects of our care,
“Be yo warmed and clothed or fed,” if we neglect the several ne-
cessities which are so much more pressing than their physical wants.
In the case of very many female convicts, the heart has been crush.
ed, the affections chilled, and the sensibilities destroyed, by a long
course of neglect, unkindness or oppression which might drive a
wise man mad. I Ipl homeless, friend] alive only to a burn-
ing sense of wrong, and reckless of consequences, these unfortu-
nates fall before temptations, and commit crimes which they must
expiate by years of hard labor and solitary confinement. “When
they come forth again into the world (penitent it may be and
earnestly desirous to do right)) they yearn for human sympathy and
human kindness. They need to be warmed into life by the contact
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of heart with heart, before they can be expected to “bring forth
fruits meet for repentance.” Where can this be done so well as in
the family circle? Even if it were possible to build asylums large
enough to contain them all, it would not be desirable to keep them
there, for the very isolation and singularity of their condition would
be unfavorable to their improvement. They need to share in the
hallowed influences, the salutary restraints, the joys and sorrows of
a well ordered Christian home. = Hitherto, every avenue to respect-
able and honorable employment has been shut against discharged
convicts, so that multitades of them have found their way back
within the walls of a prison, literally as a place of refuge from utter
destitution and starvation. These things ought not so to be. As
the professed disciples of Him who said of his mission to earth—
«The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which is lost ;”
we are bound to welcome back the repenting wanderer, and by
every proper means, to strengthen her good resolutions, and awaken
the latent principle of self respect. But how shall this be done 1—
Christian Sisters, in the city and country, we appeal to you, to aid
us in answering this important question, by your counsel, your
prayers, and your alms. Aid us, we entreat you, in providing em-
loyment for the truly penitent and deserving ; and if, in doing so,
it shall seem to you as it does to us, that in particular cases it may be
duty to take these children of misfortune into our own families as
domestics—shrink not from the path of duty, however trying it may
appear.
There are, and have always been, among the female convicts at
Sing-Sing, some who give satisfactory evidence of real repentance
and reformation, and who, at the expiration of their term of con-
finement, would be glad to go out to service in the country, for very
moderate wages, if they might but be sure of kind treatment and a
good home. It is, for obvious reasons, far better for such to be in
the country than in this great thoroughfare of temptation and crime.
‘Where are the benevolent individuals, who from love to souls, will
consent thus to receive an erring fellow-creature, bear patiently
with her deficiencies, instruct, counsel, and watch over her, as they
who must give account? There can be no doubt, that in most
cases, such benevolence would reap a present reward, in the grati-
tude and faithful service of the party obliged ; and in the sweet
consciousness of having been instrumental in restoring a repenting
sinner to herself, to society, and to God.

It is now nearly three months since the Board of Inspectors of
the State Prison at Sing-Sing thought proper to invite the attention
of the benevolent to the destitute condition of discharged convicts 3
stating, as the result of their opportunities for observation, that
though prisoners frequently afford satisfactory evidence of ‘sincere
repentance,and earnest desires to reform, yet, when they go forth
into the world, they are often, for want of employment, reduced to
great distress, and subject to sore temptations. To starve or steal

_is often the only alternative presented to them,
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Believing that very many could be saved fi
! v n rom a ret i

former evil practices by timely aid—that not a fevlr-r r:irgnhtmbéhig
tained in the path of reform by encouragement and support judi-
ciously applied, the Inspectors took measures to call a public n{eet-
ing of the citizens of New York, for the purpose of forming a
Society similar to those which exist in many parts of Euré; e,
hu;rmz’gr}tlnam]y ]m viewsthree things ; viz.: pe:

L e amelioration of the conditi i
tameér ll:?r trial or finally convicted. fon. of prisoners, whether de-

2. The improvement of Prison discipli

: ) pline generally ; and,

3. The relief of discharged convicts, b%ve aﬁ‘orging them the

means of obtaining an honest livelihood.

The call was made in the names of the following gentlemen :
TrEo. FRELINGHUYSEN,

W. T. McCoun,
SaMUEL JONES,
Ereazer Parmry,
GARDINER SPrING,
‘WiLLian Kenr,

‘W. B. LAWRENCE,
R. H. Morris,
Jonn Javy,

A. VANDERPOEL,

W. C. BryanT,
Tuos. J. OaxLEY,
Cuas. W, SANDFORD,
W. WaLN DRINKER,
Jos HaskELL,
Freemavy Hownr,
Samvr. R. BerTs,
Rost. B. MinTURN,
Henry GRINNELL,
Epmonp L. Benzon,
CHarrEs M. Leupp,
ApraHam Vax Ngst,
Cuarres P. Davry,
Henry W. BeLrows,
OrvitLe Dewry,

Jona. M. WAINWRIGHT,

Joun HueHEs,
James MiLvor,
HeNry ANTHON,
D. P. InoraHAM,
F.A. TALLMADGE,

Alarge and highly respectable meeting consequent upon this call,

B. F. BurLEr,
Javes Harper,
DaxieL Lorbp, Jr.,
Isaac T. HorpEr,
M. ULSHOEFFER,
Lewis H. Sanprorp,
Joun W. Epxonps,
Wy, H. CHANNING,
OcpEN Horruan,
M. C. ParTERSON,
Ricuarp J. THORN,
Horace GreELEy,
TaEo. SEDGEWICK,
Hexry MERrITT,
J. L. TELLRAMPF,
Taro. A. TELLKAMPF,
ZEB. Cooks, Jr.
Jos. B. CoLrins,
Davip AvusTiy,
Wau. C. RusseLL,
Davip Hatg,
N. PearcE,
Lewis P. W. Batcs,
Joun A. Dix,
Prosper M. WETMORE,
Joux T. Irvine,
Epwarp S. Govwp,
Jacor Harvey,
WiLLiam JonEs,
Jas. R. WairiNe.

took place at the Apollo Rooms, ol i
, on the evening of the 6th -
f}(::lh‘::t:'d Several addresses were made settinggfonh the obj?eitg)gf
tho u ertaking, and many examples cited to prove that even
g criminals the unlversal_]aw of kindness is all-powerful, and
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that thc ds of re-cc itments might be spared if there were
some benevolent aid always at hand, to encourage those, who, having
been subjected to good infl in prison, are sincerely desirous
of returning to virtue, yet at present are driven almost inevitably

back to vice.

The Society was then organized and the following Constitution
adopted :
CONSTITUTION.

Axr. 1. This Society shall be known as the Prison Association
of New York.

Arr. IL. Tts objects shall be—

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners whether de-
tained for trial or finally convicted, or as witnesses.

2. The improvement of Prison Discipline and the government
of prisons, whether for cities, counties or States. i

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after
their discharge by affording them the means of obtaining an honest
livelihood and sustaining them in their efforts at reform.

Axr. IIL.  The officers of the Society shall be a President, four
Vice Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secre-
tary, a Treasurer, and the following comunittee, viz.: a F inance
Committee, a Committee on Detentions, a Committee on Disci-
pline, and a Committee on Discharged Convicts. .

Awr. IV. The officers named in the preceding article shall con-
stitute an Executive Committee, who shall choose one of their
number to be Chairman thereof, and any five of their number shall
constitute a quorum.

Arr. V. The Executive Committee shall meet once in each
month and keep regular minutes of their proceedings. They shall
have a general superintendence and direction of the affairs of the
Society, and shall annually report to the Society all their proceed-
ings, and such other matters as shall be likely to advance the ends
of the association.

Arr. VL The Society shall meet annually in the city of New
York, at such time and place as the Executive Committee shall ap-
point, and at such other times as the President, or, in his absence,
one of the Vice Presidents, shall designate.

Arr. VII.  Any person contributing $2 per year shall, during
such contribution, be a member of the Society. ~A contribution of
$25 shall constitute a member for life.

Arr. VIIL. A female department shall be formed, consisting of
such females as shall take an interest in the objects of the Society ;
who may select their own Executive Committee, and have particu-
Jarly in their charge the interests and welfare of prisonersof their sex.

Arr. IX. The officers of the Association shall be chosen annu-
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ally at the annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elect-
ed honorary members as shall have rendered essential service to the
cause of Prison Discipline.

Art. X.  Any Society having the same objects in view, may be-
come auxiliary to this Association, by contributing to its funds and
co-operating with it.

Axrr. XI. The Executive Committee shall have power to add to
any of the Standing Committees, such persons as in their opinion
may be likely to promote the objects of the Society.

Arr. XIL  This Constitution may be amended by a vote of the
majority of the society at any meeting thereof, provided notice of
the amendment has been given at the next preceding meeting.

The objects of the association are stated to be these :—

“1st. To have in view the conditions of persons arrested and de-
tained in prison on suspicion or charge of crime, so far as to secure
to the destitute and friendless, strict justice in their cases, and to
protect them from the depredations of unprincipled or unfaithful
persons with whom they may come in contact.

2nd. To attend to the subject of prison discipline generally, in-
cluding herein the government and conduct of State, County, and
City Prisons—to obtain statistics of crime—to extend the influence
of the American plan, and by disseminating information, procure
its general adoption—and more particularly to enlarge the reforma-
tory influence of our Penitentiary system.

3d. And principally, to aid discharged prisoners in their efforts
at leading honest lives. Besides the large numbers of suspected or
convicted criminals, who are constantly returned upon this city,
from our City Prison, the Penitentiary on Blackwell’s Island, anc{
the House of Refuge for Juvenile Delinquents—the precise amount
of which, the association have not yet been able to learn—it has
been ascertained that from 20 to 25 convicts are discharged every
month from the State Prison at Sing-Sing, who, with hardly an
cxception, come directly to this city. More than half of this number
having been originally sent up from this city and Brooklyn, return
to those places as their only home, and very many of the residue
having no other home, remain here. To prevent those person;
from continuing their depredations upon this community, it is in-
tended that a strict scrutiny shall be had into their characters, and
their conduct while in prison: and as to those who afford no

hopes of reformation, to report their names to the officers of jus-
tice, so that they shall be closely watched. Asto the others, to aid
them in their efforts at reformation, by procaring employment for
them and encouraging them to lead honest lives, and sin no more.

Very many of this class are frequently driven to return to a
course of crime by sheer want, and their inability to procure em-
ployment. To guard against this result, is very evidently a matter
of interest to all of our citizens. To accomplish this end it is pro-
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posed mainly, to find work for the discharged convict, but not to
advance him money, unless it be for the purchase of tools or the
necossaries of life. That to be done rather by advancing articles
in kind than money. And in all cases, the sums thus advanced to
be regarded as loans, to be repaid to the Association out of the
proceeds of his labor—thus not only encouraging in him habits of
economy and industry, but inciting him to increased exertions, by
the reflection that by every dollar he returns he is contributing his
aid to others in like condition, by enabling the Association to use
the same sums many times.”

These remarks, as to the difficulties and dangers besetting the re-
leased convict, apply with peculiar force to the females who are
daily discharged from the various prisons of the city and its vi-
cinity. The Penitentiary at Blackwell’s Island alone, offers a field
of action almost boundless. Of its hundreds of inmates, five-eighths
are women, destitute and degraded, but not invariably hopeless;
and these are constantly returning among us to become still more
degraded, and, in many cases, irrevocably brutalized, by successive
re-commitments.

Under the eighth article of the Constitution of the Association,
which provides for the formation of a Female Department, a num-
ber of ladies interested in the objects proposed, assembled at Mr.
Isaac T. Hopper’s, and named ten of their number a Committee of
arrangements, to provide for the proper organization of such a de-
partment.

This Gommittee, after several preliminary meetings, and several
visits to the various places of detention in the city and its neigh-
borhood, called a public meeting of ladies, at the Lyceum in Broad-
way, on the 18th of January, at 11 o'clock, A. M.

At this meeting, after due statement of the aims of the parent
association, and the part intended to be taken by the Female Branch,
the Reports of the Visiting Committees were read, in order to give
a general idea of the necessity for some action, and the probabili-
ties of success. 'The Reports here follow, in the order in which
they were presented to the meeting.

The Ce i ppointed at the last meeting of the E: ive Com-
mittee, to visit the Penitentiary on Blackwell's Island Report :—

That on Wednesday, January 8th, they started in company with
Mr. Roome, one of the Commissioners of the Alms House. Ar-
riving at the Alms House, we waited a short time for the boat.
Were politely treated by the Matron, who seemed to be a humane
and sensible woman. Dr. McLellan, the resident physician, who
also has charge of the Institutions upon the island, accompanied us
thither. We were rowed by eight able-bodied men, comfortably
dressed. Were told they were paupgs,‘but retained, as some effi-

cient men were y in the
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General Appearance of the Prison.

At the Penitentiary we found an appearance of
order within its walls. The long rowslz)% cells, the gragteege;:}i igc(c):(l){g
immediately filled the mind with images of crime, disgrace, and
pums}!meﬂt._ Th@ course, plaid, winter costume of the con:/icls
was in keeping with the paved floors, and rough, strong appearancé
of every object. As far as we could discover, the physical wants
of the prisoners seemed properly cared for.

Appearance of the Women.

‘We were conducted to the long passage th
and there saw about forty v.ornegn,p blacl antét ‘(’evr}]:i::gsegulth echcizgs,
black, who were, except about half a dozen, who ap;;eared to bZ
doing nothing, employed in picking oakum. The temperature of
the place was good.” The general expression of the faces of the
convicts was deplorably brutified, with very few exceptions.

Left this room and went to another building, where we sa\;v forty-
seven women spinning and sewing. There were only three or fm};r
wheels. The keeper sat in a contiguous room, and overlooked the
women through an openinf. These women looked clean and com-
fortable, and were at work diligently. It is obvious that they can
talk together without restraint, if they are not noisy. This }l"oom
was not ventilated, except through the opening into the next; of
course the atmosphere is highly deleterious. ’

Individual Cases.

1. The first person we conversed wi i i
with, was a little Irishwoman of
:l};:cen:l appearance, apparently fifty years of age. Her countenance,
5;;;; gﬁt depraved in expression, was rather imbecile, and a little
wild.  § ergzg bee;n confined, with brief intervals abroad bétween
ve mn nteen years, on the charge of dis-
or_(:l(:rly conduct, produced by intoxication. On being left alolnse
with her a moment, one of us said, « Have you tried to serve God
a{_ any time these last seventeen years ?” “No, I have not,” she re
b 1edi’ “ Have you had a }'eligious education ?” « Yes, I wz,\s once a..
Ill)’letﬂ} er of a Presbyterian church. and know all about religion
Gu never think of it now; it is true, I have not tried to serve’
n2d t(h)ese seventeen years.”
. Observed an idiot, or insane wom: i
b idiof an, about thirty years of ag
xgl;ilﬁ?:xgkabouﬁ mf 1dlexk1)ess‘ Wilson,’ the keepez, ysaid it wa:s’
t to keep her from burning herself, so i ile i i
sux;;lyAls not the place for her. € » 50 imbecile is she. - This
3 oung creature about sixteen, a little deaf, w: i
b as pointed
:grus. he had “ committed herself:” having no’home?, Her l?lls)-t
sheyh:;s]; that her parents had died of cholera, and from that time
rofud een thrown from one den of profligacy to another. She
do answer directly and consistently the questions put to her.
n A
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exhibiting the perverse imbecility of those who have no friends, no
cherished affections, no principles, and all whose habits of thought
and action are accidents. .

4. Next talked with a German woman who also ¢ committed
herself” on account of destitution. Dr. McLellan gave an exceed-
ingly good account of her ; said she wasnever charged with theft or
intemperance, was very capable and laborious, and was skilful in
the use of the needle. She is between twenty and thirty.

5. Harriet Thompson, of the same age, was then shown to us.
Presumed to be an American. The expression of her face anxious
and sorrowful. She will be discharged on the 17th June next—
has no place to go t0; acknowledged she bad led a disorderly life,
but is earnestly desirous to abandon it. .She did not tell, what Mr.
Wilson afterwards told, that she was an inveterate drunkard.

6. We found a Scotch girl, by the name of Jane Moore, abopt
twenty-seven years of age. She is friendless, and has been bred a mil-
liner. . She has worked for respectable persons, but her propensity
to drink makes her useless, and she has been severally discharged by
all her employers, and has no acquaintances but profligate persons.
She has nowhere to go, and leaves the Penitentiary on the 16th of
this month. .

7. The most interesting casc, perhaps, was that_of Ehzabe.th
Crosby, to be discharged January 11th, ensuing. This poor girl
has been committed more than once, has no place open to her but
haunts of infamy.  $he said, with many tears, that she was heartily
sorry for the lifé she had led, and wished she could be sheltered any-
where, that she might live worthily. Never saw a human being, to
all appearance, more afflicted.

8. In one of the hospital rooms we were shown a nurse, a colored
woman, who had been committed so many times, that she had no
exact notion of the number. Her state of health is perfect, and
her lar power astonishi She is no thief, and is chargeable
with nothing but the reckless riot into which she falls when drunk.
She understands cooking, and all manner of housework ; isto be dis-
charged in a few days. Mr. Roome proposes to get a temporary
asylum for her, at the Colored Home.” She has a silly Jook, and
if she might be put and kept under proper temperance restraints,
would be very serviceable in a family.

9. One young colored girl named Schermerhorn, we were in-
formed was supposed to be innocent of the crime for which she
was committed—was arrested for theft, and upon slight evidence
judged guilty, and sent to this prison ; measures were being taken

to procure her release. Her coumtenance was quite cheerful and
¥repossessing, and the expression of her whole manner was that of

rankness and innocence, we rejoiced in the prospect of her being
speedily released from the corrupting influence of the prison.
10. A young intelligent wife and mother, of fine appearance,

was committed, according to her own story, for intemperance.
She had been religiously educated. By frequenting the theatre,

SUY s
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was led into vice, and found the way of the trans

Since being in prison said she had ngyany serious rfgszignshz;dd
was sincerely desirous of leading a moral life—expected her hus-

band would soon take her out. As she spoke of her little daughter,
four years of age, her whole expression and unaffected tears, show.
ed that the mother still lived in the convict, that vice had ot yet
destroyed the strong feelings of parental affection. Might not {he
slumbering energies of this powerful principle be kindled into ex-
:g;s;,l and f}omed wilth the influence of religious truth, made instru-

in her complete reformation, i

mental i Cimumsta[:mes‘ formation, if she could be placed under
11. We spoke to a fine looking girl, in physi 3
found she had lived by prusﬁmtiorf—%vas in gl:)o)é l::::}hli:ﬂ)ﬁ:fialb]g:x;
a Sabbath School scholar—after a few words addressed to her she
turned away with a look of derision. Her name is Smith. Dr.
McLellan considers her a hopeless case—Mr. Roome afterwards

remarked that she spent most of her time in_tears, comparin,
what she is, with what she might have been; vainly déplorin«v witE
the anguish of mortified pride, her present degradation rather than
with the spirit of true repentance forsaking heriniqu,ity——ceasin ;
to do evil, learning to do well. Might not the seed sown in he%
()j'outh, be yet. wa'gered, and made, under right influences, to pro-

uce true penitential sorrow and thorough reformation ? ’

Hospital.

The hospital connected with the Penitentiary is thy
the sick from thg prison, and the last resort gf theesgslge?x‘t:rfnlif?ef
streets of our city, whither they are sent, some at their own re-
quest, to recover, suffer, or die ; receiving in this life a part of the
;:"zliges of th;:llr mlquityl—an earnest of coming woes yet more fear-
—an awful speet: i indi i
ho]ﬁxess awf p“r%y(f acle of the righteous indignation of a God of
ore than one hundred women lay in bed in the different aj
part-
gxeenx:l:nd'll‘(til:drooms were clean, and the nurses seemed to be de-
Even here, where vice had reached its climax, judgmen
yet tempered with mercy. We were told that ’xi‘langn:*ec:):::n;::
recover to return to their old haunts of vice, run the same round of
sin, and come back to—this last home of the worst in crime. The
whole scene was calculated to excite reflections the most painful
am‘ith:)mpa;slon mixed with horror. ’
en the question was put, whether, in case of recovery, an
:;00:1:1 like to go where employment and a home free from treyr’nplz
pon o ;:;empsgance ar’:d vice, would be furnished them, until, by
e rg 303 luct they could earn a certificate of reformation, a
e s;;lon ed in the affirmative. The physician assured us that
t"inly all would be willing to make the attempt. And there is cer-
amly reason to be]xeve, tha_t from the near six hundred conviets,
many would be easily prevailed upon to enter upon a life of virtue:
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, could a

irati ir term of imprisc
at the expiration of their te p! L omuld be

home be found for them, where this experiment of mert
m%];‘. McLellan informed us, that nine-tenths of this crirge and
misery is preduced by intemperance, and that many of the mnéat:s
of this fearful place, have been committed from twenty to 1or y
times ; in fact honest people maintain them, and this is then'da,sy um.
A plain indication that on the two-fold score of economy and mercy,

eventive influence, demand the encour-

temperance efforts, as a pre 1 t !
ager‘:lem. and fosten?ng care of all who desire to prevent vice, misery,

i f the deepest dye. .
am'}';;‘r:n?ber :nd erl;ploy%ent of prisoners in the female depart-

itenti t k endi is shown
ent of the penitentiary, for the week ending January 4th, is 8
;'r: the follow]i)ng extract from the weekly report of the keeper—

Oakum Shop,

Sewing Shop,

‘Wash House,

Middle House, .
Lunatic Asylum,
Bellevue, . . .
Children’s Hospital,
City Prison, .
Hospital, . .
Work in General, .
Invalids, .

Total, 562
Of this number we were told that about &wo-thirds were

foreigners.
Discipline and Reformatory Influences.

In the Female Department, the shower bath, and a reduction of
rations to bread and water, with solitary conﬁnement, are the only
punishments in use. These are resorted to in case of refractory
conduct. Their present modes of employment are various, as 15
shown in the above weckly report. The period of detention in
prison, is from fifteen days to six months; the average time, three
m‘i&t:.‘sl‘home pointed us to a wall in process of being built, the de-
sign of which is to effect a complete separation between the male
and female departments of the prison. An object much to be
deEll'r}?: bhaplain, much to our regret, was absent, but we were in-
formed that bibles were furnished, one to ‘each individual ; also,
many tracts were provided, but no general library belonged to the
prison.  We learned that two Matrons were soon to be appointed
1o the women'’s department, and we hail this as the commencement
of a reform loudly called for by decency and humanity. At the same
time we would express our conviction, that the number proposed will

ey e
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prove insufficient to_carry out the system properly. A system of
classification, according to their degree of moral depravity and age
in crime, might prevent much evil to the young and less hardened
in iniquity, arising from the contaminating infl of cc ion
with those who were experienced in crime. Eack class would re-
quire the close supervision of a Matron. Under such an arrange-
ment, joined with a system of visitation of judicious, benevolent
ladies, we think much good might be effected- Without this im-
provement the labors of the Chaplain must lose much of their power,
if not prove altogether inefficient, the good influence of the
Sabbath instructions being hindered by the unfavorable circum-
stances of their condition through the week.

Upon every inquiry on the subject, we met with facts confirming
our impression, that a Temporary Home for the discharged convicts,
such as has been alluded to, would promise much good to this mis-
guided and degraded, but most unfortunate class of women.

FEMALE DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE PRISON
AT SING-SING.

The uses of rational instruction to prisoners may be easily de-
monstrated as directly contributory to good order, and fairly infer-
red also in respect to their future conduct, from the brief experi-
ment which has been made in the female department of Sing-Sing
prison, during the year last past (1844) The following notices of
the plan there pursued, and its immediate results, ought to encour-
age every person who can enter at all into the moral purpose of
pain and penalties inflicted for the correction of evil-doers, and for
defence of society.

In March last, Mrs, T, J. Farnham was appointed the Matron of
the prison at Sing-Sing. Not long after Mrs. Farnham’s removal
to the prison, in a letter to a friend, she wrote : “ It is my purpose,
in the first place, to bring the women to a state of order and obe-
dience. When that is accomplished, I shall endeavor to learn the
state of their minds, and their several capabilities of improvement.
Concerning the means of the latter, I shall look to you for some as-
sistance.” = Her correspondent had long been a teacher of the
young, but_had never seen the interior of a prison ; nor had she

' any acquaintance with that unhappy portion of our fellow-crea-

tures, who are tried and tempted like the inmates of prisons; still
she entered heartily into the vocation of her excellent friend.

The State supplies the women with no books but a Bible and
Prayer book. The female convicts were then seventy-two—the
prison is not constructed with accommodations for more than
eighty. Nine of the seventy-two did not know a letter ; about ten
could read intelligently ; of the fifty remaining, it is doubtful if any
could make a continuous sense out of a book, without help. There
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were seventy or eighty volumes of a discarded library, in the gar-
ret of the prison, or somewhere else, in a state of neglect. These
books were, for the most part, exceedingly jll-printed, and generally
of the most uninviting character. It is next to impossible to make
people good or wise against their taste and liking. The difficulty,
nay, the impossibility, of making poor ignorant creatures, like the
conviets, read with utility or satisfaction, books like those which
charity had provided for them, was entirely obvious. Another ex-
eriment was to be tried, and a lady of uncommon judgment was
consulted as to the mode of supplying suitable books. This person
not only afforded her excellent judgment, but by influence with her
friends procured much of the money that was needed to furnish
the necessary books. Some books of a religious character were
retained for use of the convicts, and others were given and pur-
chased.
Tor such of the convicts as were incapable of learning to read,
books, chiefly of pictures, were given, that none might feel them-
selves neglected in the distribution. To the young, in a state of
like ignorance, but capable of learning to read, the Spelling-Book
of the Sunday-School Union was given, and other elementary
books of the most intelligent character. Some were found curious
to learn something of the world we live in, and, for such, a sm{all
globe of the earth, and the Mother’s Geography, an excellent lit-
tle compend, with well-colored maps bound up in it, were supplied.
Mr. Roe Lockwood very kindly sent paper, slates, and pencils,
other writing materials for obvious reasons being forbidden—with
these they could learn to write, or draw, to amuse themselves,
while they are shut up without employment, about two hours daily.
Among the books furnished, was the Penny Magazine, Tales from
‘American History, many small works of voyages and travels, and
those publications of the Sunday-School Union, which describe the
people who are objects of missionary labour. (It is indispensable
that the books for their use be well printed, and of a tolerably large
type. They read in a light which makes fine print useless.) The
books are varied through a very considerable range of information,
graduated, of course, to very different measures of intelligence, in
the several readers. Some are fond of poetry; and good pieces,
serious and entertaining, are read to them at convenient seasons.

Half an hour every morning, the convicts are collected in the
chapel, and read to by one of the ladies—the Matron, or her very
intelligent assistants. ~ A suitable comment is made on what is read,
and at the conclusion of the reading, questions are asked in regard
to what has been heard. Mr. Sargent’s admirable Temperance
Tales are great favorites with them, and exactly adapted to their
necessities, and their sad experience,

The writer has free permission to visit and observe these prison-
ers. Never could she have presumed upon such improvement in
deportment — such earnest pains-taking — such gratitude. «We
should never have been taught these things, had we not come here,”
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say some, “How great a comfort are these b v
“ Will you send me a little Dictionary ?” askedozl?e' “st:);tolt}::rs.
learn the meaning of words 1 do not understand.” « Have you a:y
Hymn books for us ?” enquired others. « Which wa; froym hery
are the Sandwich Islands ?” or « How should we go toythe Cape o‘;'
ﬁ)iozitgflﬁi?: askc}i] sm(t;e}. This may seem unimportant, butpit is
y its awakened fa i y v) { i
ed%; arelnoz vt iniquif;.hles' They who are secking knowl-
any learn the Gospel History with intelligence, now thai
are acquiring the knowledge of corroborativegfacts,. Nothir:gd;aeu){
tfhc actual sight of what they were, and what they are, could per-
ectly convince a keeper of prisoners of the beneficial influence of
ho%ks uplcl)]n their dispositions and manners,
rora the great numbers of male prisoners, less
t{tem; but constant endeavors, withpvery srmz’ll meclzl:i‘;iznig():pee{z
}mn to obtain for them also a sufficient library. This is partly ef-
ected ; and Mr. Weeks, one of their keepers, says, that man
would rather take stripes than be deprived of their books, Thz
E“hty of well-adapted books to ignorant and immoral persons is
eyond dispute. If there be any way to turn a man from evil
deeds, it is to give him new thoughts. If he ought to think of
t.hlngs “ pure, honest, lovely, and of good report,” how shall he find
;ggzsc,e?ir ggag)ples 7of S‘lé;:h things in his own corruption, or super-
indness ? € must i
can«gi;:e el(fu}:\acy A moﬁve:her habits of thought before we
An English writer on the economy of Newgate, says: “Itis bene-
ﬁglal to permit the reading of books of an amgusin’g c);;aracter, wh?ceh
: ve a' moral tendency ; for in this way the mind is brought into a
state which disposes it to other reading of a higher character, and
to aI more intelligent appreciation of the Scriptures.” Such books
;\h‘sdtrle Terin,perance Tales, Miss More’s Domestic Tales, and Miss
ar;:x&x: r:tslxyli:t;[]):ll’tlx:t’el‘;lfs,_ﬁnd some of Mrs. Sherwood’s writings,
3 o T 4
to gissuade ;‘rom the beginnlin;s:)?tsein'?uty’ to reclaim from viee, and
very individual who is decidedly immoral in act, is an inju
iar?tc(ljl:rgg;”then_lto society ; and a large class of such pyersons ié’ :r};
olers ebev1 . These miserable creatures are truly their own
o s—but not less ours; and as Wwe recover them from trans-
gres ben’ we as tguly, and more extensively, serve others, who might
s t?:mp(eh or preyed upon by them. One of the very best
e U tl;]m them from evil and false ways, is thoroughly to in-
defencem em what is lawful and right. Tt is a measure of self-
hepence a:l well as benevolence. Until it is done—and it never yet
o b n done, to any ample extent,—all is not done that might be
When instruction reaches the pri i
. prisoner, and protection follows
3;Taﬁ??k to the open path of free life, then our p}:-isons will be half
5 and we shall rejoice and give thanks for our brothers and
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our sisters who, having sinned, have repented ; and have become
like those who need no repentance—if such there be upon earth.
Evza Roepivs.

Norr—The Committee do not wish to have it supposed, that they con-
sider mental cultivation or books, as a substitute for the agency of the
spirit in the reformation of the immoral and abandoned. They know full
well, that no amount of intellectual light or culture, ever did, or ever can,
of itself, change the heart, and enable those to do well, who have been
accustomed to do evil. While, therefore, they look upon mental cultiva-~
tion with deep interest, as a valuable auxiliary in the blessed work of
doing good to prisoners, they are sensible that the renewal of the soul,
the entire change of purpose, without which external amendment is of
little avail, is the high prerogative of Him who has said, “ Ye must be
born again.” Every effort of philanthrophy which aims at a result short
of this, will ultimately prove a failure.

Mrs. U. P. Warp, who, in connection with Mrs. S. R. Incraman,
was appointed a Committee to examine and report “The con-
dition of the Female Department of the House of Detention in
this city, submitted the following

REPORT.

Some six years since, the condition of this prison began to attract
the attention of several ladies engaged in a benevolent association,
whose object is, * The prevention of Crime,” and they commenced
a system of visitation, and an effort to supply the prisoners with
suitable reading. A library was collected by them, and books were
loaned to those they visited, both in the male and female depart-
ment. In the course of three years, however, many of the

1 were lost or missing, in qt of there beingno one
to see that none were taken away by discharged prisoners. Not-
withstanding the loss, they had evidence that good was done by this
effort. The following case may be cited as an example. One of
the visiters, in her labors among the poor, in the winter of 1841, met
a widowed mother, whose son she had visited in his cell, more than
a year before, put a_good book in his hand, and obtained his name
to the Temperance Pledge, with the promise of reformation when
he should be discharged.” She was informed by his mother that he
had kept his pledges, and regarded her visits and kind counsels as
the means of his salvation.

The prisoners of both sexes, when first visited by ladies, were
under one roof, in different tiers of cells, under the sole charge of
men, and daily exposed to gross improprieties. The visiters (of
whom the departed Margaret Prior was most prominent) deplored
this state of things, and unitedly resolved never to rest till some of
the existing abuses were remedied. They rep: d the matter
in various ways to the constituted authorities, and entreated that
two things might be done.

/& i Lf 5
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Lst. That the Female Prisoners might be put in separate apart-
ments, and,

2nd. That they might have a judicious Matron placed over them.

Both these things, by continued effort, have at length been effect-
ed, and a great reform, physically and morally, is already apparent.

A petition ?nd memorial on this subject, and on that of a House
of Industry, signed by several hundred ladies, was presented to the
Common Council in July last, and responded to in due time, grant-
ing their request for Matrons, and providing for their appointment
both at the City Prison, and the Penitentiary, as soon as the ne-
cessary preparations could be made. The following is an extract
from the memorial referred to.

. “ Your memorialists also beg leave to add, that their petition in rela-
tion to the ap{:ouqtrnegt of a Matron for the female department at the
Tombs and Penitentiary, is presented in consequence of crying
abuses that have long been known to exist.

An average of some 60 or 70 women are usually to be found in
the City Prison without any emp! hatever—often at liberty
to pass from cell to cell—under the sole care of men, and daily
coming in contact with those of all principles and of no principle—
detained in this situation, from week to week, and often from month
to month, till they shall be proved guilty or acquitted. If condemn-
od and sent to the Penitentiary, although they may have there some
cmployment, yet the influences are for the most part the same.

A great want existing in either case is this, the counsel, care, and
protection of one who could speak to them as a mother ; by her
countenance and words inspire hope, awaken new purposes, stimu-
late and fan the latent spark of self-respect, and teach them that by
repentance, right intentions, industry and application, they may
again rise in the scale of being. This same want once existed at
Sing-Sing, but has been met, and with good results. That it may
also'be met through your kind agency in the two criminal institu-
tions now under your jurisdiction, is the earnest desire and prayer
of your memorialists.”

Two Matrons received their appointment on the 12th of Aug.
last, and entered at once upon the duties of their office. Since that
time the number of females who have been committed to their care
has been 1970! Some of these have remained but a few hours,
others have been detained for weeks and months. The simple fact:
that so large a number of our sex enter the prison in the short space
of five months, proclaims loudly the necessity that has long existed
fO}‘ Matrons of the right stamp, and the wonder is, that the commu-
nity have glept over the subject so long.

The ladies have continued their stated and occasional visits with
Imore encouraging results than formerly. They sustain two religious
meetings during the week, in this department ; one on Friday, at 3
o'clock, P, M.,_ the other on the Sabbath, at the same hour.

. 1? few details respecting discharged prisoners who have been
axken into the families of different visiters, may serve to demonstrate
3
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the fact, that their case is not always so hopeless as many have
supposed. .

'A— A—, was imprisoned for an alleged theft, the temptation to
which had been actual want. At the end of two months she was
discharged—was a friendless, penniless, characterless stranger, 1o &
strange city. A lady employed her as a servant, found her com-
petent and trust-worthy, and exceedingly grateful for a home. She
has remained with her for several weeks, and given entire sauis-
faction. .

D—K—-, committed on 2 similar charge, but believed to be in-
nocent, was taken by another visiter, several weeks since, and has

proved thus far a traly faitbful and deserving domestic. -

C—M—, an orphan girl of fifteen, was committed on suspicton
of a crime, that, if proved, would have sent her to Sing-Sing for a
term of years. The visiters saw her at their stated meetings,manifest-
ing deep feeling, and when conversed with,she protested her innocence
with such apparent sincerity and grief, as to awaken unusual interest
in her behalf. A member of the Common Council, whose sympathies
were also awakened by the relation given him of her case, conversed
with her, examined the charges tabled,and requested the 1adies to call
on her accusers, and learn their version of the facts, saying, if the
testimony to be forthcoming was not stronger than he supposed, his
convictions of her innocence would be confirmed, and he would sce
that she had counsel and was discharged. A day was spent in
making the necessary investigation, and the result was, her full ac-
quittal. She was taken from the prison in September last, to the
family where she now resides, and has thus far given entire satisfac-

tion, and no doubt is entertained of her innocence.

Other similar statements might be given, but these sufficiently
illustrate the encouragement to effort. It may be seen at a glance
that a wild field is opened in this department, for the self-denying
labors of those interested in the welfare of their fellow beings.

A work yet to be done at the Tombs, is the establishment of Sab-
bath School or Bible class instruction and the provision of a decent
change of garments for all who are destitute, and who, on leaving,
give promise of amendment. As the County makes no such pro-
vision, this is especially necessary for discharged convicts from the
Penitentiary. A home needs also to be provided for the homeless ;
other doors need to be opened to them than those that leadto deeper
infamy. The Christian women of our city need also to be more
generally enlisted in behalf of this charity, so that where one has
Been savingly benefitted by past labors, nuxpreDs may be by Su-

ture effort.

Nore—In the winter of 1843-4, several ladies, not connected with the
assaciation above named, also visited the City Prison, and through their
agency another library was collected for the men’s prison, and liberal do-
nations of books obtained from publishers and others interested in behall
of prisoners. This Library now needs replenishing, and a large supply
is also needed in the Female Department.

INSTITUTION FOR PAUPER CHILDREN AT
LONG ISLAND FARMS. -

Toe Irgstltutxon.al the Long Island Farms, under the care of the
Corporation of this city, is designed for the reception “of paupe:
(’i!‘kl]ldren' from the earliest infancy to the age of ten or twelve};eaprsr
eld:;: a;e ulslually from 6 to 800 children in this establishment, the

ido of w! ovm_arg employed in manual labor, according to their
ability. There is likewise a school, which all who are old enoy h
h?ve the privilege of attending. The Institution is under the charée
o;::lSupermtendem, a Matron, and Assistant Matron ; and provided
})\{l( nurses and attendants, who are sent there from the Alms
ouse and Penitentiary on Blackwell’s Island. That there are
;g:::: :r;]fo)cult_xes cornnected with the management of an establish-
bracing so large a number of children, most of whom hav:
never enjoyed the benefit of right trainin, in an; ill b
readily conceded ; but all who desire tk%e AT A be
must feel it an object of the first im onanciretvhem“:rn o riable
means should be employed, to correcF: the w;ongt:n;rfs‘;ss;l:a?d:
right, in those who are so soon to take their places 2s men and wo-
g;en on the stage of action. The following circumstances first
irected the attention of the writer to the subject of this communi-~
cation. A short time since, a young mother, who from the intem-
perance and profligacy of her husband, had been obliged to send
her_three children to the Farms, came to reside with me in the ca-
pacity of nurse and seamstress. The week after her entrance into
my family she went to visit her children, the youngest of whom was
tyvo, the second( four, and the eldest not quite eight years of age
She returned with a heart almost broken, and it w:;xs some time %e'
fore she could command her feelings sufficiently to tell me what i;
was which had thus affected her. It seems she had found her two
little boys, who, though cradled in poverty, had been, I doubt not,
as warmly beloved, and as tenderly cherished as ryny own little
ﬂot:;k, covqred with sores, afflicted ‘with violent ophthalmia, and
\;11 at certainly betrayed the extreme of negligence on the pa;'c of
the attendants, the head of the baby was not only sore but other-
wise in a state that cannot with propriety be described here. This
child had been carried there only five weeks previous, a bright
¥layfu] little fellow, in robust health, and perfectly free from evgeq;
a‘:liim of ﬁutaneoug disease. Now he was stupid, disinclined to play,
o as the nurse mf_‘ormed. the mother, moaned in a low tone, almost.
al m%ht. On hearing this recital, we at once felt that something
m‘ft efdone ; but unwilling, in such a case, to rely upon the testi-
wag); :ﬂ one whose maternal feelings might bias her judgment, she
bind ompanied, two days after, to the Island, by a gentleman who
a deep interest in the case, and determined to see and judge
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for himself, He found her statements fully confirmed by his own
observation, and the infant was accordingly brought away, and a
boarding place provided for it, where it experiences a care and ten-
derness truly maternal. When first taken from the Farms, it was,
indeed, a pitiable object. It seemed in constant terror, afraid to
move, and if placed on its feet would instantly sit down, and remain
motionless until taken up. It isnow six weeks since the removal of
this child, and it would hardly be recognized as the same child by
those who saw it then. Its eyes and head are quite well, and its
activity and playfuln tter of astonishment to the kind
friends who recéived it from motives of the purest benevolence.

1 have mentioned this case only as an introduction to two or three
remarks which I wish to submit to this assembly, about the situation
of the children at the Farms. I mean the little ones, for probably
the elder children, who are in school, or engaged in manual labor,
are as comfortable as in most institutions of the kind, though it may
well be doubted whether the law of love, if fully carried out, might
not add greatly to the blessings of their lot, without at all increasing
the pecuniary burdens of the community.

There are, in one of the rooms of this establishment, about one
hundred children, from one to four years of age; some of them
are the children of virtuous though poor parents, who have been
compelled by stern necessity to send them from a home in which
maternal love had hitherto watched over them, and shielded them
from sorrow. Some are foundlings, who have never known pa-
rental love and care, but from their birth are cast as waifs and strays
on a cold and cruel world ; others still have been taken from vicious
parents, whose very existence is a curse to their unconscious off-
spring. But they are all children, with the sympathies and feelings,
and wants of childhood, and entitled from their very helplessness,
wherever there is flesh in a human Leart, to the kindest considera-
tion and care.

The room in which these infants are kept is perfectly clean, and
thoroughly warmed, but its only furniture is a low bench running
round the apartment, on which the little creatures sit. There are
no playthings, no means of exercise or amusement; nothing to
break the monotony of the ceiling, the bench, and the bare floor,
the floor, the bench, and the ceiling. If the little hands, for want
of anything else to do, venture to take off a stocking or shoe for a
plaything, the offence is often scverely punished by the nurses, who
are armed with a leather strap or rattan, and who are sent there
from the Alms House, and sometimes it is believed from the Peni-
tentiary. These nurses are in the habit of using the coarsest and
most violent language to the children, who are thus subjected to a
hardening process, Which must in time obliterate every finer feel-

ing of the heart. Onone occasion, some time since, when a friend
of mine was present, the children were running about and playing,
forgetful for the moment that they had not the ordinary rights and
immunities of happy childhood ; suddenly, the assistant Matron
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entered, and in a stern and authoritative manner called out for
order and silence ; in an instant every voice was hushed, the child-
ren huddled together on the low benches, and in the profound stili-
ness, the falling of a pin might have been distinctly heard. Iknow
this may be called by some the result of excellent management, but
to me it is too much like the « order” that reigns at Warsaw. T’hose
that know the untameable spirit of early childhood, and the difficulty
with which the most judicious mother secures implicit obedience at
that period, must feel that such abject submission tells a tale of se-
verity (to give it no harsher name), which is extremely painful to
contemplate. Besides, activity and amusement are absolutely es-
sential to the healthy development of the physical and moral nature
of childhood, and as truly among the wants of these little ones, as
food or sleep, or clothing. If imbecility, or even idiocy do not 'ge-
nerally follow such an unnatural system of training, it is because
some redeeming influences have been brought to bear on these de-
gencelgss victims, to counteract its direct and necessary tendency.
There is another evil cc d with the of this room,
which demands attention. In the daily ablutions of the children,
he healthy and the scrofulous, those who are covered with the most
loathsome forms of cutaneous disease, and those who are entirely
free from it, are often washed in the same water, and with the same
c]pth.. This fact, which is in direct violation of the rules of the In-
stitution, §eemed to me utterly incredible, until I was assured of it,
by eye-witnesses who had no motives for deceiving, and who could
not be mistaken. The consequence of this outrage on common de-
gll?ntchy anl:!lgleanlmoss, is just what might be expected. Very few
a e children escape sore eyes, sor i
of (s)ome l?f Irc protezﬁx pore yes, sore heads, or cutaneous disease
ne thing more, and I have done. T have no wish to crimi
the Matrons at the Farms, and yet justice to the Ilelples:[;lglrgr}l)af:tles
me to state that there is apparent to all who visit there without at-
tracting particular observation, a want of gentleness and womanly
tenderness on the part of every one connected with the establish-
ment, Who does not know, how important is the influence of kind
words and gentle tones in the education of the young; and how
often a low soft voice, “ That most excellent thing in woman 7 will
subdue the irritation of the child, and hush the rising tex’npest
which might otherwise sweep all before it. 1 appeal to every mo-
;her present, if she would not far sooner lay the precious objects of
her love beneath the clods of the valley, than to know that they
;‘g;rle p]apei]d wherfg harsh, coarse language, severe looks, and corpo-
unishment for trivi i
whicE Tehmer Subject::;.lal offences, were the only influences to
maItte:-rxl-.a)l’ Il{).e ;ald that many of these children have never known
o trua “:1 ngss,’ﬂ.ndyl_herefore cannot be sensible of the want of it.
i the,'zmb_ pity ’tis, ’tis true, that these motherless ones are, even
o ! eir birth, ignorant of the sweet influences of kindness, and
refore it seems to me the more important, that when they be-
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i i e. this kindness should, as far as hu-
come the obleets }lm{)):;csg::lr:zd to them. It is a fearful thing to
ei;gs into the wprl(!,.with crushed hearts, and
d affections, and seared sensibilities, to repay the wrong;
done them in infancy and cbildhood} by a career of cnmed ar}ll
misery. No one who has visited the institution, and thnessgd the
eager delight and affectionate interest manifested by the chlldreg,t
when a kind word or look is bestowed on them in passing, can cou
the extreme susceptibility of childhood to kind and tender lml;!'e&
sions. Wo to those who pour gall and wormyvood into t}ll‘eb‘oun-
tains of youthful feeling, to flow out hereafter in streams of bitter-
hole community.
neis;;e;;r Zowunreasonable az to expect, on behalf of the(siehpoor
children, all the comforts and endearments of a well ordered home.
It is the very fact that they can never know these eréfllearmfertlﬁs,
which appeals so strongly to the sympathy and good g ces 0 te
benevolent. Those thousand ministrations of love which are Eromp1 -
ed by a mother’s heart, cannot be theirs ; but they may, arll‘_ zure y
they ought to be continually under the influence of that 1‘:1 l}esf‘i,
which, while it secures respect and ubed;gnce,.qnderstanil's the hee -
ings and wants of childhood, can sympathise with, and relieve them.
Thus only can wrong principles be eradicated, evil habits gverc&_)me,
and right ones formed, and these young .lmmona]s }r;upet to vn;tue
and honor in this world, and eternal life in that wl’\ll‘c 1\1(ISA : T::{f;m 3

. - a
i esenting the above report, my attention has been direetec
to E::: Eémarks %f Mr. Comberj the well known wrltelr on rl‘)llzls]\(;
ology, Phrenology, &ec., on the same subject. This }%T;t err‘x‘aA,n vho
visited the Farms School in 1838, noncejd in the children \nox
pression of suffering and discomfort which was dlstress‘l‘n e
hold” Of the atmosphere in which they slept he ;l?]ys, “Ihe con
sequences are visible in the appearance of the children; m er};llv
them are suffering under ophthalmia, and they ﬁrisen\i& genbkm;i
that sunken, inanimate and unhappy aspect which betokens Dlood
in a bad condition from imperfect nutrition, and impure an‘.f Thero
is,” he continues, “no stinting of food; but the digestive u(lnh ns
suffer from co! t in"an unwholesome atmosphere, and hen
ition is imperfect. .

the‘“;‘)lrtlnl‘;:y retumpto the city, 1 made inquiries of several pe;i)lx:s
how it happened that this institution is in & cqndlt(;on ;‘1 u“dvi‘;tanci
of a great city, and various reasons were assigned. | ed tance
of three miles from the centre of business, 15 melmonde ha. hu:
reason why it is difficult for civic f.uncuoyr:anes to ex:‘en tl _t;: b
mane vigilance to these doomed children.” In regard to prisoners,
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pauper lunatics, and destitute children, existing upon public provi-
sions, a new interest seems to be awakened in the community.
Of a former day, Mr. Combe says, “ The poor, the insane, and
the criminal have few, and these are not noisy, advocates, and their
claims are postponed. Lastly, itis an unpopular duty to expose
the imperfections of any American institutions, and hence the actual
condition of these establishments is really unknown to the great
body of the upper classes of the city who would otherwise be
well disposed towards their improvement.”

Mr. C. subsequently proposed in one of his public lectures, “ To
avail himself of this means of calling public attention, in the most
respectful manner posstble, to the condition of the poor children in
the Farm Schools especially, but he was told that the suggestions
of a foreigner would give offence, and retard instead of advancing
the object of improvement.” He did not act apon this advice, but
stated publicly what he had observed, and his remarks being re-
ported for the newspapers, neither gave offence, nor produced
amendment.

This was seven years ago. What has been doing all this time !
If any large calculation entered into the economy of charity, it is
obvious that imperfect care of children thrown upon the public pro-
visions, is only so much augmentation of public burdens in time to
come. It must be concluded that multitudes of these children die
outright, of the privations and miseries incident to their condition ;
these being left out of consideration, the survivors must be either
good or bad members of society—must be useful or injurious in the
community. If their faculties are stifled in the first stage of de-
velopment, they bring imperfect intelligence to the services of fu-
ture life ; and if their health is abused, they never can have physi-
cial ability to act a useful part, in any, even the humblest station.

Perverted minds, and vitiated constitutions fail in the performance
of duty, and in seasons of temptation, while yet they retain animal
life ; and this animal life must be sheltered and fed. Now a nur-
sery of ophthalmia, of scrofula, and of various cutaneous affections,
is only the preparation for blind asylums, and enlarged poor-houses,
besides furnishing many incurable cases of vice to people peniten-
tiaries and State prisons—for mingled with all superinduced dis-
case is a strong sense of wrong~suﬁ"ering to be avenged upon any-
body and everybody. «The world is not their friend, nor the
world’s law,”—is it strange that after years of exasperation, the
sufferers should be the enemies of that social system, which has
not, and never has had, any regard to their well-being ?

Beside the present suffering to be prevented by a kind and pa-
rental care of these poor children, we are to take into account all
the moral evil which flows from a false policy and partial mercy.
In this matter, the best mode of action is the cheapest in the end.
‘What the children cost for their comfort and instruction, the men
and women will pay for, in better health, better dispositions, better
conduct in life. An ounce of prevention will demand less than a
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ound of cure, and it will avail unspeakably more, by savmgM the
whole cost of cure in excluding it altogether. S.T. M.
— to add to the foregoing Report, that the New
Alg:"]lilou‘s‘:eére neryy have cof . ‘gt_he pwm’k of .reform in
this department, and are carrying it fo}'waxd as rapidly as the cucum;t:lx?-
ces will admit. Buildings are nowin process of erection on If{ﬁ‘n ahs
1sland, which, when completed, w3ll fu):msh facilities for classifying t de
children, and for providing them with suitable attention, never yet gx.x]o)"e .
From the well known character of these Commissioners, thexi)e ]Sﬂ"g‘?)(;
reason to hope that 2 thorough and permanent reformation will ‘L e e{; e
wherever it is needed ; and that salutary influences will be broug] H.od em;
on these unfortunate children, who must otherwise become a curse and no

a bles-ing to society.
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After the reading of the various Reports, a Constitution and By-
Laws for the Female Department, were presented and adopted, as
follows:

CONSTITUTION.

Arr. I This Association shall be called the Female Branch of
the Prison Association of New-York.

Arr. I The payment of Two dollars shall constitute an annual
member, and of EN dollars a life member.

Arr. TIL. The business of the Department shall be conducted
by an Esxecutive Committee, to be chosen annually, by vote;
which Committee shall consist of a First and Second Directress, a
Secretary, Treasurer, and twenty others.

Arr.IV. This Committee shall have power to enact their own
by-laws, fill any vacancy in their body, direct the Treasurer in the
application of the funds, and call special meetings of the Society.

Arr. V. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee, to
supply themselves with a book, in which they shall record the
names of members obtained by themselves ; to solicit subscriptions
and donations, and to render an account of the same at each stated
meeting.

Art. VI. The Secretary shall keep a register of the names of
both life and annual members, the names of donors, and the amount
of donations and subscriptions received ; and faithfully record all
business transacted by the Department at their stated meetings.

Axrr. VII. Previous to each Annual Meeting, the account of
the Treasurer must be audited by a competent Committee.

Arr. VIII. Any amendment or alteration of these articles, can
be made by a vote of the majority of the members present, at the
next meeting after such amendment shall have been submitted in
writing to the Executive Committee.

BY-LAWS.

* I The stated meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held
on the first Saturday of every month.

IL Al stated meetings of the Committee shall be opened by
prayer.
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