
February 28, 2017
Subject: Letter of Nomination for Art Blume
Joseph E. Trimble Award for Distinguished Contributions to Native and Indigenous 
Psychology Senior Scholar 
Dear Friends and Colleagues:

We are writing this letter of nomination and joint support for Art Blume, PhD to nominate 
him for the Joseph E. Trimble Senior Scholar Award sponsored by Division 45: Society for the 
Psychological Study of Culture, Ethnicity, and Race. Consistent with our culture and the spirit of 
consensus and harmony, we respectfully submit this letter to represent all of us in our full 
nomination and support for Dr. Blume. We are delighted to provide this letter as we have found 
our professional and personal relationships with Dr. Blume to be rewarding and enlightening.
Moreover, we do strongly believe that his professional accomplishments and activities over the 
past 15 or more years are noteworthy and he strikes a wonderful balance between teaching, 
research and service with indigenous communities. Dr. Blume is an excellent candidate for the 
Joseph E. Trimble Senior Scholar Award.

Over the past two decades we have served with Dr. Blume on panel presentations at 
professional meetings at the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Society of 
Indian Psychologists (SIP) conference. His work has been impressive, thoughtful, well 
organized, and conducted at an extremely high level of professionalism. He is an internationally 
recognized expert in the assessment and treatment of Substance Abuse disorders in individuals
and in communities. We will assume that the review committee has read through his curriculum 
vita, is familiar with some of his work, and aware of his wonderful career in psychology. 

    It is clear that Dr. Blume has a long history of multicultural work.  His recent publications, 
presentations, and research with American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) populations have 
been informed by the needs and requests of the communities themselves. It is quite rare for 
Indigenous communities, having been burned many times by unscrupulous researchers, to 
reach out to request that a researcher come to work with them.  These publications and 
research have focused on substance abuse, treatment, and ethics. Most importantly, his work 
promotes a deeper psychological understanding of these issues through a Native American 
paradigm. This has evolved from a profound connection to AI culture in general and from an 
individual, intellectual and spiritual perspective. His model utilizes important AI cultural systems 
to broaden and deepen psychological concepts. 

    His academic work has led him to a more focused effort to help AIAN communities and to 
include other Native scholars and students. He has spent countless hours in service to the SIP 
community both as a member and most recently as SIP President. His support of SIP students 
and early career psychologists during his presidency has allowed him to act as a bridge for 
them to move from the supportive structure of SIP into more active roles in the national APA 
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organization. Many AI students have commented they may not have joined APA were it not for 
his continued encouragement and guidance.

    His dedication to the American Indian community resulted in countless letters to government 
officials, newspaper opinion pieces and editorials in support of serious AIAN concerns. Some he
has written with students to mentor and encourage their advocacy.. For example, he 
spearheaded group letters regarding the North Dakota Pipeline, the Indian Child Welfare Act, 
the Independent Review of APA,  AIAN Ethics and APA.  As SIP president he has also 
published letters to the editor of the New York Times and Indian Country Today on behalf of SIP
and AIAN groups.

Research, treatment and advocacy in AIAN psychology is a complex and challenging 
field, owing in part to the elusiveness of culturally embedded constructs in a complex, diverse 
culture, and the need to establish close, collaborative relations with host communities and 
researchers from other disciplines. Dr. Blume has achieved his important and groundbreaking 
work with a gentle grace forged from determination and fortitude. Dr. Blume is a feminist who 
shares power gracefully and supportively with women colleagues and students. He remembers 
to seamlessly include the feminine point of view in his writings and his research. Given the 
range and depth of his experiences Dr. Blume represents the distinction associated with the 
Division 45’s Joseph E. Trimble Award for Distinguished Contributions to Native and Indigenous
Psychology by a Senior Scholar.

In closing, we hope that we have provided you with a sense of the significant and lasting
contributions that Dr. Blume has made in AIAN psychology, service, and in the mentoring of 
students, especially those working in the mental health and substance abuse fields. Dr. Blume’s
commitments and accomplishments merit our nomination and our highest recommendation for 
Division 45’s Joseph E. Trimble Award for Distinguished Contributions to Native and Indigenous
Psychology.

Sincerely,

Gayle Skawen:nio Morse, PhD.
Mohawk
President Elect –Society of Indian Psychologists
APA Fellow
morseg@sage.edu

Melinda A. Garcia, Ph.D.
Chichimeca
APA Council of Representatives Delegate – Society of Indian Psychologists
APA Fellow
drmagarcia@qwestoffice.net


