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| : Lawmen éai}ylhn Vlcflm from lhlck underbrua
o by DON ALLEN
|
g’ Nme -year-old Jason Steele VerDow was a “new boy!In.the Cape Cora

. Fla,, neighborhood, having moved in with his family two weeks ago, but ha!
' - was readily accepted and well-liked by other youngsters. A third- grade
+ Jason was a sports buff and his dad was superintendent at thé tive
Golf Club, Already, people were predicting that Jason mi
big in a number of sports, Includmg golf.
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youngsters ubout 8 o'clock at the Po
della Road school bus stop, A pimply- |
faced tecnager, about 18, with brown
straggly hair, approached the youngsters
and began asking seemingly innocen(
questions of the boys, like their names
and whetg they lived.

Jason, a friendly and outgoing youth, =
responded good-naturedly. The teenager
told Jason, *'l'want to show you some-
thing, Jason. Come with me.” The two
crossed the street and disappeared in a
nearby wooded area,

The bus arrived a few minufes Iaterund
Jason had not returned. Nor was he home
by 7:26 that ‘,vemng when his parents
reported him missing, A routine mlssmg
person report was filed with the descrip- .

tion of about four feet tall, 60 pounds:’*’

brown hair and eyes, wearing blue dun-
garees, a white T-shirt with a blue collar
and two-tone brown leather shoes,

Patrolman William G. Vent was the
first pfficer to learn of the plmply -faced
teenager who led young Jason into the.
woods. He contacted the Lee County
Sheriff's Office in nearby Fort Myers and
thé North Fort Myers Fir¢ Department,
and an immediate scarch of the Pondeila -
Road was launched, The night canvass
was unsuccessful, however, and plans
were made to resume the opera(mn t:
daybreak.

Lee County Deputy Stephen L. Med'
nick was one of the searchers that morn- ©

ing, It was f<|m|||dr terrain to him, On
several occasions, Mednick had chased

narcotics suspects through the thick une
derbrush, Deputy Mednick came across
two sets of footprints, one large and one
small, and., later on, some knee prints, A
number of broken limbs and scuff marks
indicated some sott of struggle had taken

place.

Coral Patrolman Richard E. Brown
joined Mednick, tracking the foolprlnts
towards a clump of pnlmcllos. “There's
something under that bush," Mednick "
shouted, and the two halted dead in their
tracks, *'It looks... it looks ke an

clbow!" ) .

mind commi“ing my dirly:'sek‘ual* &

On Friday morning, M'erh 5. 1976, 5"
Jason was gathered with a group of other. “gside and a little boy's niide, cold body.
came into view. Although thorought
“concealed from the hlghwny where the’
school bus traveled, it was less than (0
yards from where the school .bus hgd ‘possible witnesses who'
stopped that very. mornlng. o

The two officers pushed lhe fronds : ‘t ing or any: othcr
= nent to thé murder Wis
L4, Butler-sent Ryckmqmlip
helicopter-for uérinl photos
round up all the childre

school bus stop the: previous m i
o The body was in “a sort of kneeling *The youngslers: were Inlervlcwcd nnd
from thelr accounts, Lid, Gordon Sh
made composites with an Identa-Kit
Inevitably, variations in the é‘hlldrenl )
recollections of the. man resulted ln S0V
{ eral compositess Nevertheless, Lt Bul
ler, who hatl been chiefof, pol

Brown later testified, “The
buttocks were all you could see, It was

if someone picked him up in the middle
and set him this way, heud down and sort.,
of on his knees in a crawling position."”

;. Lt Ron Ryckman, the first detective
“on the scene, roped off the area and’
o rmged it with officers to prevent intrus

. dupliculcdéhese for the lawmen (otnk
d

sion, He requested assistance from the

LSO Crime Scene Unil, Before anything hood.- The
was-disturbed, he ordered pictures taken
by Lt, Peter Bochingvich and DupmyAbc
Mlller ‘of the M()bl e Cnmc Lab., -

7 a.m, ‘and took chdrgc, An ambulance-

from the: emergency medical unit was;
waiting for pictures to be compl
Then Brown helped Medics Mart!
kenson and Clay Downing move the little
body from the palmeuos onto a rcmovul

froma man who'had spo!

. an already burned-out shack
:abandoned road near where the |
Wastdiscoveredi: The calfler had

dhis car on'the highway toinvest

when he approached, a figure
nto the: thncket. He pursucd but

¥ ster ‘réported. that a few day:
béfore ‘the murder_he and two_compan
fons had been co]lectmg aluminum can:
A man answering the circulated descrip
tion had joiried them, then tried to sepa~-
rate him fromi the dther two boys to go.
“into the woods behind a, supermarket, . -
“The youngster refused. He'told police the
man had been sucking a **slurpy** and he
had seen him toss the wax cup in a pond
behind the grocery, Police recovered th e
wp and obtained fingerprints.
A 13-year-old boy said he had been ap- .
prouchcd ataboput8 p.m,atu7-11store on -
. Pondella and Orange Grove the same day
Jason disuppeared, The man wanted him
. :tocomeinto the woods and Jook for water -

Decomposltlon hnd nol yet bcgun. but ¥
_rigor mortls had set in;' Llvidity, cavsed:
by the settling of, the blood had turned

¢ stornach and lower’ exlrexnnies purps

* lish. The left'side of the child's head had
. been savagely bludgeoned, his face and
‘skull crushed,- Six-thin lines, like wire
fnarks, were on the throat, three on cach
side, The face. was bloodied, One urm
was up over the little boy's head, the
other was twisted up behind his body on

an p
¢ Plng Istand bridge, a {in commu l
urfounded by Cape Cordl evelo
Teported 4 neryous young m4

hitch i ndc about 10130, oo, it lookcd Ilke the COmpo.-

{ pic‘:ure T have seen,’’ he told police. .
n'minutes, the area swarmed with

wo: helicopters, bloodhounds, ©

orseback, volunteers in -

-and, trail bikes, as'well as .

Del Prado and had stopped for the slgi
ine.Isiand roud intersection, Tl hitehy

-hiker, very nervous and in a hurry.came
unning up to their pick-up. put his handie:

“on the-window,and asked for .a Jift,
.Matlacha, They gesturéd. for him 10,
nlo the’ buck . thé" trick bed; h

Lt, Bochnoillchvaccompnnled the
child's body to the morgue at Lec Memor-

ial Hospital in Ft, Myers and took more

plctures thcre during aulopsy. The medl-

cal examiner found “'severe traumu'*
the head, abdomen, and brain itself,as

v shoulders to watch asthe t
gnet tightened, Police set up .-
nd ‘moved from vehicle to
th the composites,” The man
mﬁeelng the shed was not caught, The
< did not pick up u scent, Residents of
area focked and barred the)r doors
fi. lights burning all night Ever
uf.moved was suspect,’ :
N ence relating to the murder was
und at the fire site, Nor was there evi
f arson, according to Cape Coral

-well as evidence of strangulation
was the ultimate cause of death, '

; ‘de
. Cape Coral Sgt, James M. letcrcllo mv glonglsh scragglyhﬂl #
A

drew sketches of the erime scene, and the ¢

aren was combed for the littic boy's ¢l

' chncsd(\y. March * *
IO. Ryckmun and: L.SO Deputy Jumes -
Otis Drake, who had been assigned to *
- ussist the:Cape Coral force, picked up -
Goode and brought him down to the
police station where he was interrogated "
by Chief White und Lt. Butler,
Ryckman had advised Good he was » E
: The young man admitted he had
molcsted little boys, four or five of them -
up north, But he never hurt them, he ins
sisted. Violence was not his thing, Furth; -
ermore. he snid, he would pot have lured :

3 At 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 9, 1976 the
tensive hunt of the wooded area wi
hllcd oﬂ‘. Mcanwhllc calls contlnuo sty

 would luke to got from the bus stop aren
- to the site where the body was found, at a
low walk, a fast walk, running,

utin oharge of the investigation, aided by Sgt, chk Brown (cemer) and
SR gt. Ron Ryckman, (right),

“had been narrowed (othrcc ananonym-"
“ ous donor had offered $1,000 reward for -

Jinformation”leading 1o -capture of 'the
murderer‘ anld six lnvestugdtora were

(contlhuod on page 48) .,
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R i 8 : . 5 : LA X gislich’ as- Wi D) W
s ¢ lui } § ¥ 1 i y ‘ o ) 0p ndegd sound legal: busis: for holding

Slaying of nine-year-old fell under Jur ’ : TR I ef3 nde

: y i ) | ooile, but due to bureaugratic foulup i

, " diction of Plloe Chlet James R W ! uld fin ald; Maryland, that was not learned in Florlda

ure thiem Into the woods, dnd then talk to'y “until too late. On Friday, March 12, the

it RERI I whore he caught the train back 1o Marys
X usked QGoodq’s landy et v
some fulrly fresh scratches on his arm, Hewo!- Goode was met by hls iwo older sisters;
:sald he got them gardening: A police: larned later, and spent the
Chlef White had obtained Goode’s ckcgg'wllth‘ tghem in :Xbu&banMBuml;
10 be [ ¢ more. Shortly after noon Monday, Marc
suspect er\te‘ssruI:‘&‘e;’: fﬁgﬁl{"},lfylgg : } ? ; 15,-they drave him back to the mental
executed. th one -oy' the condemned. % 8 @ ¢ B g ested when he was 18 on charges of 832 hospital. “There, according to one of the
cards with on o 3 8 3 i sisters latér, they got-a “'brusque* recep-

Death Row In Ralford Prison,” where -

ault and battery of § 12+year-old boy
uly, 1972, A ninth grade dropout, he.had ““tion,: While ‘they were standing by the
later been ayrésted a number of times desk,’'the.woman in charge of admission
: 1973 he pleaded guilty 1"t nade a lengthy phone call, Without sign-
i 48 condition of parole’z:ing himself in, Goode turned around and

e lked"out: His sisters later explained

that_ their brother probably feared ‘the

spital attendant was notifying police,

{ & few hours later and about |5 miles
« OnThursday g, Marchl 15 197 away in the Novth Baltimore stburb of
Butle ke ) wson, a 10-year-old newsboy disap-
] g pedted, He wis last seen sorting his pup-

1 front of a diner restaurant prepara

tg:deliveting them, :

ith . Maryland police and they
19710 the ares and the newsboy's disup-

| i {a’n made Goode an Immediate sus
eal AhHi handg Werd's: pect Onge agaln, it 1 -

Ing. an gyesshifted '0; Police” phoned Goode's father, **But
Y does not drive," he protested,
velheard of an abduction on

" itnesses, however, told
Miiryliand lawmen they had scen the
newsboy on a city bus In downtown Bal-
timore panicd by a larger man in
his late teens or early 20's, A four-state

manhunt was launched, = .
Gradually, the story of bureaucrutic

datlng back to the time he was five, He
had been In the Grove Spring Mental
Hospital several times, At 12 he had been
the victim of sodomy by an older youth,
Since the age of 14 he had been molesting
Yo'unzer‘boys. He threatened them with
elr! 1'8 fuzor, knife, piéce of glass," after tak-
their son was nnocentth Ing them into a secluded, wooded arei,
hing windows-on Pinei” The first time he was hospitulized was
y on's disapj afterhe had been caught in his room with
w child. He was violence prone, .anti-
fiaintuihthat If he had anything 6" *soclal, and had a predeliction for
With, this- he .would have been long::% pedophilin and sadism, While at the hos-
'suld the fther, who was upsetand - pltal he had sexually assaulted other pa-
ested that police werg irying ' tients several times, " .

t¥se Wicir son of murder, "% £x% - But hospital authorities had refused to
SOy hief Wi ;- give Chief White this medical record, Ac-

; )] c}?u:ing ito't;?agylnnd I?;‘v J:nf(ircemc'e]nt.
o sty 345 ¥ LT i Ay | YA A M =oM% the hospital had not notified police when
v w-'*‘;ﬁ% LY ‘ Ay / ﬂ;, geasiinip, - tis (rustrated police had beenadvised,” Gpode walked out the night of February
i ’,;;M: 3R 5 LA M | e state attorney that at that time they 10, 1976, Before heading for Florlda
e g ot have enough evidence to tay -~ shortly after midnight, the mentul cs-

? % ho_ld Ereddie G odq Un-_. cupee hud phoned the hospital from the

themabout ses and scduce"tsnem {nto'anali" Goodes drove their’son to St, Petersburg *

Coral.Chicf White had been. in

ware of the natiire of the Florida *
he, coincidence of Qoode's res.

bungling and buck passing came out,’
Freddie Goode had a psychiatric history-

<two charges against Goode. In both

nurse. 'l just want to tell f'ou Lam onmy’
w&g to my mother's In Florida,” ». .~ % g {
" Goode arrived in Fort Myers at about 2 ¢ |
“p.m, on February 11, His fathet said he
corresponded with the hospitdl after ar-
riving and gave his dddress in Florida. He-
" recolved two salary checks at the Mat.
lacha Drive address for work done al the
hospital while a patient, The Goodes'
Maryland attomey was in contact with
the hospital making arrangements for
their son's re-admission, . .
- *If the law authorities here had known: -
Freddie walked off and violated his
patole.like that, we would have had suffi-
cient grounds to hold him on that alone,"!
Chief White told Florida newsmen, "*But :
the law enforcement authorities were not -
aware that he walked out, It seéms there
was.a breakdown in communications, -
- ¢ither between the hospital and the law
agencies, or between the probation and
p;xrolﬁ office and law enforcement agen-
es,'! e ’
+-:There was even & warrant iSued for"
Goode ‘on February-20. Actually,.there
-were several ‘warrants outstanding
against hin): He had walked ouy of the
hospital before and retured. The hospi-
tal claimed: that-the” parole officer had
“béen notified the day after Gogde left
~and stressed that hie was & voluntary pa-
fent. But police did -not learn about it
until 10 days later and assumed Goode
was still in the hospital as before and all
"warrants could be served when he was
finally released. ;- IS
As law agencies in the Baltimote.
Washington area hunted Goode and the
newsboy, Chief White had ‘at last
gathered evidence sufficient to issue his
own warrant for Goode on charges not of
the VerBow murder, but on five counts of
lewd assault stémming from incidents ',
. that occugred March 3 and 4, 1976, The
21-year-old Maryland mental hospital ex-
capee had become, however, the prime
suspect in the rape-torture slaying of -
young Jason. - . :
Following Wp the report of the
Michigan boy's encounter on. St, James
City beach, police went door-to-door in
that community, This search produced

cases, 10-year-old boys coming from the
beach had been lured into the Woods and
assaulted, - . . .
Then, on March 135, the same day the
Maryland newsboy disappeared, Chief
White recelved a letter from a woman .
who lived near the Goodes, Her elght. . - !
year-old son had been accosted, The boy {
was alone, riding his bike, when the man
approached him on the road and per.
suaded him to gointo the woods, The boy
comphied, . - - - S
"He (ried to get nasty with me," the"
youngster told police, .

"t (continued on next pagc;)




. iy
unable.to find it.-Pol
murdered chlld's walle
+ Late :that *afterhoon

'.-flfﬁer'e"srToo Muph' -

body of the Htile boy covered with

dodé “wak-booked foi fir

There's Not Enough -

~And Another Thing -.

" Thanks! We'll Take You
: Mail.All.R

f him,* o
"The boy sald he had see
¢ beach the previous day with
find that the man had told him his nante
dGoode and he lived on Matluchi
8 yellow house: The child sald
at he fud been it that house
Geasion after the incident i the wi
detiuge, he sal(i."llmis c'ousin wanted t
~gthd nceompany him there, . 3
“nwnh the';-‘lo}r'ldu wirtunt issued March
7. the B! entered the cuse, Goode wa
anted for Interstate flight to avold p
“secution;“Alert wud nationwide,
:-On Satuiday, March 20, anothet
éar-old Kenneth Alfen Dawson
m Falls Church.-Vl:gi A
5

Virginia iittoreys

ehjoys.the public attention: and.

o i trial in Florldd
hiat,he's fold

5 séxually mblésting young boys. 1 want
a chance to'expressito society how [ feel
bout what I've done, I want to prove |

L 2
ail to the courthouse;™

reuit Court Judge John Sheirer, 3
and postponed further hearings until he &

eould be sure there would < Thejudge told reporters he had granted

the press conference because Goode is

#1'm tired of seelng him waving 10 the * *‘entitied to freedom of speoch just like

ole world on TV every time we bring
into thé courthouse, I eyl the at. :
torneys involved for a hearing some time

when the TV enmeras ar

- When Goode's newsboy captive of
nine days took the witness stand for the
en’toutside waits - prosecution, Goode tossed him a candy
: : © bar, As the youngster left the cotirtroom,

the defendant cried out, "1 love you!
hen to the judge, *1 love that

0adé: agree

Buide officersto the shallow grivesite'ing
wooded dtet near Tyson's Corner About

30 pani pollee were showtt - the rude

WhenGoode satd he would re
¢xamined by psychlatrists to determine
his competeney to stand trial,
Shearer-was equally firm,
here two or three yeafs until we get those
examinations done,* the judge declared,
amined and declared com-

and brush,. As Jason, K had

In the taped confession played for the
ry; Goode said, I wanted to get me a
i his age and take him Into the woodls..,
1 told him § wanted him {o take me o see
his mother. That was #an excuse for get-
Aing him away from the bus stop, He went
with me voluntarily... I made him prom-
¢ no to scream. | showed him & razor
ade and fold him | wanted to be his
friend, 1'was explaining sex to him, |
fisked.him to take off hls clothess. "

When he molested the boy, Jason pul-
“léd away and started getting dressed,
gof real upset, 1 put my belt around
§ feck, He was crying, [ swung him
. around about 30 séconds, t threw him on
the ground and put the belt around his-
neck again and yanked him up.

**1 put him on the ground and put my
belt around his neck and took his belt and
"beat the hell out of him, 1 told him before |

was going to murder him, He's in such
uin he can't do anything, He was face
down, T pushed his face down with my
right hand, put my knee on the back of his
head for leverage and pulled the belt with
my left hand, Then 1 put my ear to his
heud. 1 knew he was dead.**
. Goode was convicted and (he jury re-
“commended the death penalty. In sen-
tencing, Judge Shearer said:
.+ *Why should | Invoke the awesome
" punishment of death? Could not some-

‘murder and placed in the Falfax Caunty
Juil without bond, Two days later hie wag
chargéd“with:the murder. of Jasol Vers
Dow. Mityland authorities churged him

Kidnapping of the-néiwsboy and

On November 23,- 1976,
{TEYR “on-another Mar

+ Goode ‘dentanded the .
<appolnted attorney
f: HIs request: wa
2 but a public defende

right to fire his court

0t 1 Fide Back to Matticha, His two-hour
tatement colncided perfectly with the'
hysicil evidence nd other information
he police had obtained. % 7. "% -
oode alsoivrote Jorg letters to hi
iM's mother, describing the sex uets-
i2nd the murdet, These were intercepted
X er and turned over to.” p

die Goode was brought to triaf In
Lee Courity Courthouse at Fort
yers in March, 1977, The first time his .-
‘mentioned after a Jury was
defendant stood up, grinning”
his arms raised above his head, "
¢ I ‘the victory gesture of-
or some, Justsnominated

"The telal-was a élrcus, a

thing be learned from ArthirGoode?
I not dvingas} have seen and heard m,
do. merely so outraged by the atroci
that he has done that possibly reason
judgment are blunted? | bélieve not.
If organized society is to exist u
the compassion and love we all espou
there comes a point when.., we can
fonger help, we can no fonger rehat
tate,.. all we can do is extermiinate..,
“In this past case, that is my oplin.
and that is my order and the only answ
know that will once and for all guaraty
society... that he will never again k
maim, torture, or harm another hun:
being, As you said in the tefal, Arth
maybe | don't know who we blame. G
forgive you for those desires or son
thing in your environment that has mz
you have them, Whoever is to blame
beyond the power of this cotirt,
"You have viotated the laws, you ha
had yout trial, and | am convinced {
punishment is just and proper. At
(rm]hrully. may God hiave merey on y¢
soul!"* N .
A State Supreme Court review ls :
tomatic with a death sentence. in Florid
Waiting on Death Row i the St
Penitentiary al Raiford, Goode has wi
ten dozens of letters to the judge, to 1
Stale altorney. 10 the governor, Nore ¢
press remorse. All beg for execution,
some he writes he has murdered seve
children for thrills and would kil again
freed, R
1 have absolutely no remorse why
soever for uny of the boys | murdered -
their parents ‘either," said one letter
the governoe, "1 don't desiré, to ev
change my mind committing my dir
sexual murders on little boys. 1 am ful
satislied now krowing (heir (sic) dend b
cause 1. AFGIIL, murdered them f
funt :
1 rejoice every time | hear a litte by
getting murdered! | have the desire
continue doing my thing if { could,™

n the second day, at Goode's
ce “over streduotis objections of
State Attorney: Joseph
ayed the taped confess
homiosexual rape, torty
Fder n all its-chilling detai ; B
5 polnt, Goode's lawyer sked - -
M t6 withdraw beeause the des . Henni
dint e kept - demanding

A Wild Week For Rapists In Tacoma

(continued from page 39)

r;g.'nn 18-year-old soldier who was
WOL from Fort Lewls,

he
ached theal |
he fashing cateras g
'He 1 . Heé lovesal

on's help in his conviction. At
point; the judge granted a -
Inuté break for a press conference
Olltof the preserice of the jury, Giggl -
v And smirking, Goode told newsmen;
hderstand you are wil concerhed
eise. Tam gullty and 1 want 1o
ovetybody how ard why I did
nted a trinl so the state attorney
ent all the evidence sgalnst me, 1
¢ death penalty, | have no remotie
for what't've done, - .-
m interested in - I didn't kno

* Justice and Marr were charged with
first degree murder, rape and burglary.
- Henning was charged only with burglary,
Allegedly, Henning told the officers
~that he had met Justice and Marr and they
old hint that they planned to burglarize a
ouse that was loaded with loot, Henning
ent along only as a lookout.

' saw the woman go into the house
they were carrying out the stufr,"
Henning was quoted as saying. "I gave
them the signal but they didn'i come out,
W until alterward that they
P

i the:al
fed Chlel White, He pal
. mitgged and g

had raped und kitled her, If | had know
what was going on, | would have dtive
away and left them there,*

At a preliminary heating, Justice an
Mare were ordered held without privileg
of bond pending further legal procee
ings. Henning, charged with’ burglary
was held in lieu of $10,000 bond;.

Under the law each of the men chirge
with the various crimes related 4n thl
factual record of the events must be cor
sidered innacent of all charges and stale
ments made against them und! thelr gul,
or i;mocencc can be estublfshed by u fal
trial, : s
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PLACE — CITY OR COUNTY
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R DC8 CR AGE RACE QCCUuPATION :sc RESIDENCE y GEN \':..,.‘ ,‘ ,,:,a{qe (4..0 out'
) =0 “Thi patient, ’
- RECOROTmam STAAT TITIOTIVIvERifef rom
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Sexual assault (anal)
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974, ear-0ld chilsg
a school hus w

ty the gren as defendant, arproached them and began a conversation, Defenda
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TR § D witn vzson and walked into a wooded area. & SZaren Cegan wnen Jasor: Tailed 10 Teturh
from « The rext day vaSQ‘Q, nude and beaten body, 2lnost concealed under
fv. e roods res £ sonts .Lv‘.Ce z,q..,u(- ST Sened 2 l SeXax 1~~c'u.‘t B of e

defendant -'eﬂ‘. Lo
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zinia and convicted of nurder,
. . ) - sentence, Zefendant oave 3 staterert in which he dermanded his return

- that he had rurdered Jason e He was tried in

W&

to Florids =0 t,hat

he could

v ) L te congicted of Jason's murder and executed,

P o fession to the state attorrey. it his trial he again oave a detailed confession
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Toonr his returr to Florigda , defendaric

xpressed a de-
. . =iz © be convicted and executed, >rior Lo the trial defendant was ;epresentec Ey privatel
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rassexted 5 TepTesent—himselfsThe courd then dischancad iy re
-t

tzired counsel angd *‘ﬁlleverx
—conrt gerainted coupsel

in tnrning agver the ews ﬂcv‘(-p fileg, informstion
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€lse that would be oF assistance to the court inted counsel,...The
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. thegmfes of

defense and
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pd, 'T am =xtrenely broud

that I murdered the viciin for the fun of it, so to
I remorse %oward the victin.s

d a prechiztric 'u_c*o*"'

'?""71 severa ‘ﬁﬂg

t 7lass,! af tew ,q.xln:t E”C i:‘lto a y.ec}.‘.xded »ooden
ere2, The t t:mo He was hoso" a after he had been caught in his raom with = child,
de was vic'.‘.ezwce prone, anti-socizl an: h“d a oredehc*lm for "*eOO')Qllla aﬂd sadisr. “hize ai the
19cp1tal NE nad sexually zssaulted Otner DAtibits Several To TIeS."  Jad €GCape R05pitaL on
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o T “FEyviard fotioving Yertow xmrde_, Tadabducted T 19=y=ar=ot3soicot ooy T EETT I et red—
T CLoTW e o with him until merest,  Had tien, on Harch 20, abducted 1l-year-old K@nreth ,.lle_- 'J:zns n from
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- ne <ed the rape ord killing, TNawson had also been raped and ed (Goode led ool to h
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dury ronnd Goode guilty of first desree murder in
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APPEALS
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IXII.

CASE- BRIEF

Goode, Arthur F., III, DOC# 058781

DOB: 3-28-54%

LEGAL DATA:

3-5-76 - Jason Verdow, an 8-year-o9ld schoolboy, was lured
from a2 school bus stop into the woods near his house, was
repeatedly sexually abused, and strangled - to death.

3-6-76 - About 8:00 2.m., victim's body was'discbvered in the
woods, :

10-10-76 - Arthur Goode gave a taped confession of this offense.

10-11-76 - Grand Jury, Lee County, indicted subject for Murder
in the First Degree.

3-15-77 - Trial by jury commenced in the Circuit Court, Lee
County, before the Honorable John H. Shearer, Jr. State repre-—
sented by Joseph P. D'Alessandro,State Attorney, and Darryl
Casanueva, Assistant State Attormney., Defense represented by
Joseph A. Simpson and Robert K, Good, Assistafic Public Defenders,

3-17-79 - Jury returned verdict.of guilty of Murder im the Pirst
Degree, : ’ -

3-17-79 - Court adjudged . subject guilty of Murder inm the First
Degree.

3-18-79 - Jury advised and recommended that the death?penalty
be Impesed, .

3-22-79 -~ Court imposed the death penalty.
CIRCUMSTANCES OF OFFENSE:

On 3-5-70, just before 8:00 2.m., 2 group of children were
waiting for their school bus near their house, Subject
approched the group and zsked each child his or her name. He
then lured Jason Verdow, 8 years old, into the woods, The
other children got on the school bus when it arrived and d4id not
report the incident,

Once in the woods, subject forced the c¢hild to disrobe, after
which he was repeatedly abused sexually., Finaliy subject
strangled him to death,

The trial transcript is not clear under what circumstances sub-~
ject was taken into custody,

At his trial, the Court allowed him to assist in his defense.
Over the strenuous objections of his counsel, subject took the
stand and gave a detailed report of how he lured the child into
the woods, abused him and killed him, then hid the body in a
palmetto patch,

CODEFENDANTS :

None
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Goode enjoy

By FRANK DAVIES
Herold Sicfi Writer
Artnur Goode relished his role as

-every parent’s worst nightmare —
_from the first day of his trial to-the

last day of his life. -

- On the eve of his execution, the

murderous child molester again
demonstrated his ability to provoke
outrage and disgust, as he told re-

porters he was proud he had tor-

tured and killed two young boys.
His performaace should have sur-
prised no one who witnessed his
trial in March 1977. For four davs.
Goode turned a staid Fort Myers
courtroom into shock theater, after
Lee County - Circuit Judge Joha
Shearer allowed the then-23-year-
old former mental patient to stage

~1 Victim’s fath
| son’s doomed murderer

er forgives

e

SONNIER/fron{lA e
The fathers stood with

ute. . - i =

to have your forgiveness.”

tco s N
a.m.

investigators said..: .7 -

Taylor Jr. Feb. 29.

said, “I feel fine. I'm just 2 witness.”

.- expressionless during the execution, which took about one min-

4

their arms’ crossed, remaining

. “Mr: LeBlane, I can understand the way you feel,” Sonnier -
said in his final statement in the death chamber. “I have no ha-
tred in my heart. As I leave this world, T ask God to forgive my
brother for what he has done, and me for what I have done. Task

LeBlanc nodded and said, *“Yes.”
. Bourque made no comment. - - -
As Sonnier was strapped into the electric chair at 12:03
a.m., he looked at Sister Helen Prejean, his spiritual adviser and
a witness, and said, “I love you.” She responded, “I love you,

A white puff of smoke rose in the death chamber asoneof a
_ series of electrical shocks shook Sonnier and an electrode on his
left leg caused alarge blister."He was pronounced dead at 12:15

“Sonnier and his yéunger brother, Eddie, then 17, abducted
the teenagers, drove them to a remote area, raped Bourque while
her fiance was handcuffed to a tree and then shot the-teenagers,

o Elmo was convicted of shooting the victims-and was sen-- :
- tenced to die. Eddie was given a life prison sentence. Defense at-- -
- torney William Quigley asked for a stay based on Eddie Sonni- -
- er’s claim that he pulled the trigger. _7 R
A state district judge, a federal district judge and the Louisi-
ana Supreme Court rejected the argument Wednesday as did the
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals/in-New. Orleans and the Su-
preme Court. Gov. Edwin Edwards declined to intervene. T
) Sonnier, who was served steak for his final meal, spent the
- day “in pretty good spirits” and seemed “resigned to the fact’” he
was going to die, said Warden Ross Maggio. oo
Tt was the state’s third execution in four months. Louisiana
electrocuted Robert Wayne Williams in December and Johnny -

A second execution took éiace”shoritlféft_ér 7 am. in .
.. 1. Starke. Fla.. where Arthur Frederick Goode III was electrocuted .

"1 in Lee County, acknowledgad at the

ed his role of fiend -

his own defense with the advice of
2n appointad attorney. -
Strutting around the courtroom.
Goode crossexamined Dsychiatrisis
about his sanity, described in grisiy.
detail how he killed nine-year-old
Jason VerDow and mused about
how he wanted to experiment with
cannibalism. Afier his conviction,
he begged for his own execution
and sternly ‘lectured the jurors
about their responsibility to protect
their children “from’ cold-blooded
murderers like me.” - A
At press conferences during
breaks in the trial._Goode said he
had written the vicim's parents
s 3Tmost daily for two months,” ad-
vising them 1o teach children not 1o
talk to strangers. e
Shearer, now in private practice

trial that he received “a great deal’
of scorn from my brothers oa the!
Bench and ihe bar: for allowing
Goode to concuct his own deiense.
Shearer told ine jurors that the case:
“possibly demanded more from you
than from any jury to date.” i
After the trial, two jurors said:
" they had felt physically ill during!
Goode’s summaticn. One day aiter:
convicting Goode, the jurors tooki
20 minutes 1o recommend the death |
penalty. = i
Sentencing the - murderer 1o}
death, Shearer said: “We can 1o}
longer help Or reizbiliiate. Arthur!
Goode. All we can do is extinguish
_himcHe will pever again kill, maim:
or harm another human being.” 3
The focal point of the tmial was
the legal and psychiatric battle ove#
Goode’s sanity. At one bench con-
" ference, Shearer told him, *I don't
have the intelligence to tell you
what makes you tick — I just:
don’t.” - i -k
A Dbattery of psychiatrists and
lawyers tried. While Goode urged.
that he was sane and should be put:
to death, his appointed attorneyi
used an insanity defense and plead-:
ed for life: “He's a little man who's
trying to be seli-important, and}
that’s why he's trying to shock you'}

Three psychiatrists testified that
Goode knew right from wrong at
the time of the crime — and that
finding has beea upheld by several

courts — but they disagreed aboutj. -

‘the .me2nipg  gnd . sincerity . ofl




