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MEMORANDUM 

1-15-69 

TO: All SUNYA Faculty 

FROM: Jeffrey A. Smith, Anthropology 

SUBJECT: Resolutions on the accession of the president to the 
demands of the Black Students Alliance. 

The following resolutions are being circulated prior to their 
presentation at the next general faculty meeting, to be held 
Monday, February 3, 10 A.M., in the Campus Center Ballroom. 

Whereas accession to the demands of the Black Students Alliance 
to "play a decisive role in both recruiting and screening all 
potential instructors II in a proposed Department of Afro-American 
Studies, and accession to the demands of the Black Students 
Alliance that "The requirements for qualifications and appointment 
for all potential instructors will be determined by a committee 
appointed by the BSA" opens the University to excessive pressures 
from groups outside the university community through the Black 
Students Alliance and, therefore, poses a grave threat to academic 
freedom. 

Be it resolved that the faculty of the State University of New York 
at Albany instruct the University president to inform all parties 
involved, administrative, faculty, and student personnel, that no 
group save the University administration and faculty can "play a 
decisive role in recruiting and screening .•• potential instructors" 
in any program or department at SUNYA, and that no group save the 
administration and faculty can determine the qualifications for 
appointment of potential inst.rttctors for any program or d.e:pa.rtmeut 
at SUNYA. 

Be it also resolved that the faculty go on strike beginning at 
some time and date mutually agreP.d upon by the faculty and terminate 
at such time as the pr"esident of the University takes the above 
action. 

jas 
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tle Exe<:iut1 ~e Cr.mml ttee offers the fo flowing statement to Fa.c:1, \ ty St<nat·c 

ror its oonsideratJoD: 

Having revieved the cirC'muste,.c•:'> ,;nrler which t.he "l)f>Jna.Q(!s" G1 

, ~e Black Students' f.J.liance were pretHmte1 to Preeident Coll~ na on 

,• 11,DWJ.ey 13, 1969, the 1''l:l.t::ulty Seua-t;e andorae& the &ctiona of tile 

t r-esident as oeing 1u the best ut~-er--.?.,,;ts ot the Uni vers~.ty. 

Al.though the SPnate expresnes "°'''"•~rn that normal <•hanne} s of 

1~culty participation appear to h~v~ been by-passed, it urges that 

! sir and sympa.th'=itic consideration be g;~,en to the proposed changes. 

t1.cid requests the a:p:;.ropriate coimuitte~s and councils to contim1e w1th 

t 1ei,. -r~nrlev or '!"he ;1ropoaale ,,hi<.h have already been devel.1~d by the 

ta.cwty. 
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L'.n t-'.onday January 13P the Black Student '\llia.nca presented the adnJ.nistrA.,, 
tion of S, U • f~. Y. A" with a list of demands o rhe demands were ap;reed to by the 
administration .;;mdp according to the administration~ were to be put into effect 
as soon as possiblee 

Fcllowin~ this 0 a faculty me:mbe:r at s.u.}:.Y.A., Jeffrrey Smith (Anthr<'>pclo~y) . 
sent a :memorandum to other facuJ. ty members expressing his point of view um~ 
earning the demands signed by the administrationc He seemed extrerooly dil3pleased 
about one point in particular~ 1'ha.t point beir1g; the agreement of the Jn:Lver~ 
sity to the demand ma.de by the Black Student Alliance that the final decision 
in the hirin~ of professors for the Black Studies Department (to be established 
according to another demand set forth by the B.S,A . ) rests solely with the 
students< 1-;ro Smith has called for the University administration to back down 
from its positj.on~ especially on this one crucial point, If the univers1.ty 
doe:; not retreat from 1.ts stand, hr, Smith proposes to call a P,"enera.l faculty 
strike,; c-r a walkout of as many faculty members as possible (evidently very 
tew ~t the present by Smith 0 s own adrni.ssion 0 in .1n article in the lo!!al paper 
'.1 8 ...ra.s quoted as say-ing that- the response to a faculty strike was ''mini:ir..a L") 

Let us r111w analyze the positiori taken by Pir. Smith. It is quite evident 
i: ha t. Lr. Smith does not think that the final decision concernin(: the hiring c,f 

•·~c'.11.ty membet-s for the new department being for-mulat.ed should :rest with the 
1)1 .a :;k studentso ~Jhy does he hold such views? He does not think that these 5tudents 

~re capAble of ma.kin~ these decisions. They 9 in some wdy do not possess all the 
information needed to assess their future professors. Tell us Mrc Sn:ith 0 do y~'JU,. 
or does any faculty memberv or administrator, 0r for that matte~ student possess 
the infinite wisdom needed to make the best choice (the only choice if one is 
all~knowing)7 Of eourse notu the question is absurd. But 0 ~~, Smith does 
think tha.t some are more qUAlified that others to make this decision, And in 
this particmla?' case he obviously thinks that the faculty a.nd adm:lnistrat:icn 
are more qualified to make the final decisiono 

Just how qU3lii'ied are the faculty and the administration to make the f"Lnal 
decision in this case? How many faculty members or administrators have been 
rsised j_n the filth of the ghetto or the slum? How many of these same people 
ware born black? How many h~ve been treated like scum for a better part of their 
lives? How many have been refused better jobs 9 better homes 0 a.nd better educa•~ 
tioYJal opportunities because of their ma:tional oriisins? .tlow many ha.ve heen 
r;cnt~"mally told~ "Boy 0 don°t rack the boat. We know what 9 s best for youc" 1 

Jv vou :-.ro Smith or d()es a.ny group cf faculty members or aruninistrators 
~eel that they are ~apable of making th~t final decision? Rememberiyou nre 
not d~alinrr with numbers any longer 11 you are being confronted w:i.th people;people 
,,ho ~mnt :;)_ ·voice in their educational development~ a voice in their ltveso 

,Jh.at about a knowledge of a professor 0 s s~holarship 0 and ~. knowledge of how 
qua! ified he really is to teach a certain course 1 Isn pt. the faculty or the admin,-
1str~ tionrnore suited than the student to make such a decisionin hhis case! 
Let us take the case involving: the B,.s.A.. Before the demands wer0 presented to 
the administration 0 the Black Student Alliance had already presented to some 
.members of the administration a prospectus of the kind of course they would 
like to see taught. 8y the adm:ission of the President of the University these 
ideas had just sat on someone 9 s desk until he (the President) took action, 
Are we 9 !-:r 0 Smith, going to allow the futures of these students to be nothing 
more than dust collectors on the desk of soma lazy ~U.!lX off:tcia.1? 
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Who is more concerned about the courses to be given here, the black student 0s 
or that official? 

It is also well known that the members of the Black Student Alliance have been 
in close contact with some of the leading authorities in New York State in their 
particular field (black studies). When the black students make a decision it 
will be, in the end, a decision that will influence the rest of their lives. 
If the faculty and administration make the final decision it may have at most 
a passing effect on them, but it will influence the lives of the students-. 
There is no other alternative Mr. Smith, self-determination is the only solution~ 

Let us now proceed to another arguement raised by ¥ll". Smith. If the B.S.A, 
gets their way it lllight them be possible for other groups, especially those groups 
politically inclined,with outside ties, to infringe upon ncadelllic freedom., First 
of all, let us not forget that faculty members who 0qua.liry0 are granted tenure., 
Tenure is the sanctuary of the political. scientific. or other r~dically inclined 
person 0 but, it is also the sa.ne%Uary of the lazy. Let us be pragmatic for a. 
moment and bring up another point. Is there any one political group on this campus 
that is in any way prepared or has the numbers t,o 'take over 0 any department on 
this campus and infringe upon the academic freedom of the professorso The 
answer again is quite obvious. No, there is no such student groui. A.11 your 
paranoia is useless. 

We are prepared to meet 0 a.t any level, any steps taken by l'Jr. Smith and 
those who are in agreement with him. An attack against one is an attack against 
all. Let it be understood that there can be no compromise when the right of 
people to determine their own destinies is at stake. 

YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE 



Deer Brothers & S1stersa 

Enclosed you w111 f1nd 1nfor~at1on perta1n1ng to the develop­
ment of a Department of Afro~~Am~riean Studies whleh will be off1c1al 1.r 
operative at the State University of No Yo at Al'bs.ny as of September 
1969. This department will offer degrees in Afro-American Studies 
at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. It might interest you 
to know that the development of this progr&m. both iT.1. terms of 
curr1culur. and instructors. will be and 1s being largely determined 
by the interests of the Black Students, Alliance. 

We are wr1t1ng you in the hope that ou:r- prog-r~m might st1mu1ate 
interest among our brothers and siatexs 1n various black organi zstic,n•.· 
tb~oughout th1s country. By eva1uat1ng the department curriculum ss 
developed by the B.SoA. one ean readily see that we £re intent upon 
makil'l.g this program s.s dynamic and as relevant as possible to t.he 
needs end interests of black people. We desire to make this prog?s.m 
one of the strongest in the country since s.U,N.Y.A. is one of the 
major 1nst1tut1011S 1n the entire State university system. We are 
currently in the process of rec?u1t1ng the most together and dynamic 
black edueators available to 1nsure the _program II s suc.eess a We are. 
at present, 1n eont1nued dialogue with the administration and a:re 
determined to see that our primary goals ru.~d intentions regarding 
the quality of the newly formed department will not be aborted 1:n 
any wayo 

We would., therefore. appreciate your making avaS.lable to the 
brothers and sisters all ·the necessary information r.egardlng our 
program. Any and all students who m1ght be interested in applying 
for adm1ss1on to the newly formed department must cori.tact us at 
once a T1me has beoome a very erue1al facf:•01• 1n organizing the entire 
programo All inquires can be addressed tos 

DEPARTMEN'f OF AFRO-AMERICAN STtJDIES 
GRADUATE ADMISSIONS 
STATE UNIV:~RS 1T7 OF N. Y, AT ALBANY 
SOCIAL SCIENCE BUILDING~ RM. 235 
1400 WJ...SHI::-l"GTC?I AVE, 
... u.Bl\NY, N'Eii ·.roRK 12003 

Hop:l~..g l to hear from you !,oon, I rema.in 

Un1ted 1n the struggle, 

--lfr~l/4~ 
Fred Harris 
!·!ember- Executive Council 
Blaek Students 0 Al11ancg 



WE WILL ~E:\CH THE PROMISED LAND 

The slaying of Dr. Martin Luther Kine cannot be taken as a sad act contern= 

plated by a sicl~ person. The history of tho black people in this country ( the 

very recent his·l;ory) tells us that this is the ansuer for their just stru;gle 

for freedom and dignity from this sick, rac::.st society. The sla~"ing of E·ver.s, 

of the stuients in Orangeburg, of the mother of ten chil~ren in Newark and of 

hundreds of others of our black brothers and sisters, is the dasd of this society, 

which is built on violence and injustice tow'U'ds our people. 

We have been listening to innumer~ble cries for law ~nd order, but ~s alw~ys, 

there are two laws a.nd two orders. ~·fo think that order breaks when the r1cist 

police forces are unleashed in the bl~ck community killing and humiliating our 

brothers and sisters. We think it is lawless when, in the lonG history of this 

country, not one of the sla:,rers of black people h;-is be~n pJ.nished. 1·Jhen a 

society fails to apprehend the murderers of a f~ther of five, whose only crime 

was being promoted to a foremants position never held by a bldck) such a tociety 

cannot blame its sickness and racism on individuals. we think ur. Kine was 

murdered when this society was born. 

We do not mourn for iJr. Mar'tin Luther King because he is not dead==he lives 

in the causes for which he died. 1ie will not cry for King; we will carry the 

banner of freedom on. His de:J.th will neither subdue us nor destroy- our will to 

fight~ We vow to avenRe his murder and the murder of all other black people by 

waging a relentless st,rup;g-le until we alimin1.te all forces of r1.cism 'ind oopres~ 

sion the world over. 

Tt-IE 91.ti.CK S'l'UDE~JTS 1 \i,LI\11:CE 


