E. E. ALDERMAN «
434 GRAND AVE.

DAYTON, OHIO

Dayton, 5, Ohio
January 2, 1947

Irwin F., Bender

3786 Verry St. (Paxtang)

Harrisburg, Fenna.

Dear friend sr. Bender:

< We got your nice Christmas greeting . . and hope you
and Mrs. Bender got ours.i.e.. And 1 was especially pleased to receive
your Dec. 22 letter, as 1 had not heard from you for a long time.

Yes, 1 too received Xmas greetings from p.o.w.'s and their families,
I thought they had forgotten you and me long ago, bnt some families were
so grateful they again remembered this Xmas. 1 got 24 of them and about
nalf the number, enclosed notes inside, which | enjoyed very much. The
gtate which produced the most of them was Valifornia: I got four or flive
from there.

Like you, I am nursing along my old automobile. Yes, we wade the
wrip to southwestern Indiana the first week In September, and then went
again for Thanksgiving Day and the week-end..... on the same old tires,
which were needing replacement even before the war started. A% the start
of the war, 1 had them re-grooved, but later on the government prhbblted
the dealers doing this, for some reason. You surely had an unfortunate
experience with replacing rear-assembly . . . price and being held up ¥ weekas..

liy car has now gone over 70,000 miles, and adjusting or fixing this
or that as L discovered something not just right (before trouble developed)
my car is running fine, the finish looke shiny new, and am hoping it
will go a grest number more miles. 1t's a 1935 Oldsmovile and the engine
runs smoothly . . . never had any nmew engine bearings installed, end 1 don’'t
understand what is holding them up so good.

Sorry you have had so much work to do in connection with your home.
1 have noticed that these home owners are aslways busy during their spare
hourse. Ag for the homes built during the war here, 1 have heard many
reporte that there is doubt they will hold up until the payments ere all made.
For about four months real-estate prices here have softened up yuite a bit, -
following departnre of many men who were here for war duration only.cceece.
and those wi.o can find no rentals, pr, those home-owners who want o
sell bvefore the bottom drops out, are still priced out of the market.
I look for a steep drop before long, and especially if the country is to
have a blg recession as many predict.

Something which has mever happened before to my knowledge, was
the slashing of prices by dept-stores as long as two weeks BEFORE Chrisimas,
the very advertlisements In papers just looked like they were panic-stricken.
Apd .now since Xmas is over, even much greaier slaghes sre made. 1t is

Lo O

reported that all stores were greatly over-stocked for the demand, goods
bought at high prices, and total sales here were only about 35k of their

Xmas stocks..e....A 10t of stores are btommd to be hurt flngnclallx, and that
goes across the country. <

And you and Mrs. bender can 100k for lower food prices very 800n. Do
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try to find one to go vp to 50,000 ke and down as low as 125 ke. I hear the
hams saying that the ultra short-waves are wonderful for clear channels, but
they have trouble with "skipping” . . . in other words, they fade out.....
'hie 1 think is dve to the fact that the higher the freyuvency, the straighter
direction they go, and shoot off iInto space if the transmitter and the recelver
are much of a distance apart.

1 hear that those Hal icrafters get great results . . . and have plug-ins
t0 2et the nltra wave-lengths . . . and sell for only $#65.00..... lg that right %

¥rs. Aldermen and 1 ere fairly well... Of course 1 have told you before
that 1 will soon be 57 yrs cld (April) and cannot be as frisky as 1 was a
few years ago, but | am so much better in health than 3 years ago.

Hope youn end krs, Bender....also your son, are fine . . . and will enjoy
the best of health throughout 1947. Happy New Year.

Sincerely,

Your frierd,

3 .%w\




LAW OFFICES

JoHN J. O'CoONNOR

29 BROADWAY WASHINGTON BUILDING

NEW YORK & August EO, 19_18 WASHINGTON 5. D, C.

BOWLING GREEN 9 - 2348

REPUBLIC 1080

Honorable Tom C. Clark

Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington 25, D. C.

Re: Mildred Elizabeth Gillars
My dear Aftorney General:

Fncloged find copy of a letter received by me in reference to this
prospective defendant, just brought back, in custody, from Germany, re-
putedly to be charged with ‘“treason’’. As the letter now relates, it was
this particular lady, dubbed ¢“Axis Sally,”” who in a broadcast from Germany,
in 1944, made known the existence and location of my oldest son, John, who
was then a prisoner of war of the Germans, and about whom we had not
heard for months - as to whether he was living or dead.

As 1 am informed, she furnished, many times, like information, over
the German radio, which, of course, was of great comfort t¢ many Americans,
who were anxious about their sons and relatives. It is natural, therefore, that
we, and others who likewise received the good news, through her broadcasts,
should feel sympathetic toward the lady.

I am also advised that many veterans enjoyed her broadcasts.

Cther than the above, 1 know nothing about the lady. Of course,
if she is guilty of ‘“treason,” she should be punished accordingly, but she
should not be tried or punished for ‘treason,” in any attempt to get even
with her or satisfy pressure to prosecute her for any other reason, unless
that reason is openly disclosed and constitutes a crime.

As an observant American citizen, I can tell you that there is
definitely a widespread feeling whereby some of these other so-called
“treason’’ trials, such as one or two held in Boston not so long ago, do
not sit quite well with our people - not strictly ‘“on the up and up,” as
they say. They have a sort of feeling that those so charged were tried,
not for really being ‘‘traitors’ to their country, but because they were
quite vicious and unusually outspoken in their attacks on certain individuals
and groups. There is unguestionably a similar size-up of the so-called
Washington ‘“Treason” trials - which ended in a dud.

I shall never forget a conversation I had, while I was a member of
Congress, with Mr. Mitchell, then Attorney General under President Hoover.
The occasion for the meeting was a certain protest made by me about an
ambitious Republican United States District Attorney, in New York, playing




Honorable Tom C. Clark (2) August 30, 1948

politics by prosecuting Democratic leaders, through the instrumeant of the
income tax law. In that coannection, Attorney General Mitchell said to me,
in effect, that the American Bar would always regard it as a black mark
on the escutcheon of American jurisprudence, that Al Capone was prose~
cuted under the income tax laws, which were used as a vehicle to get him
for various alleged murders and other crimes, such a circuitous appre-
hengsion belng an abject admission of the efficiency of ocur c¢riminal agencies.

If the lady, Gillars, has in fact committed some crime other than
“treason’’, such as criminal libel, for instance, she should be prosecuted
for the erime she actually committed, and for no other. If she be guilty
only of intolerance, she should be left to the public scorn, which our
people almost invariably bestow on such un-American behavior.

With respect, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) John J. O’Connor




Auvgust 29,1948,
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg,Pa.

Law Office of John J. O%Connor,
Washington Building,Wash. D.C.

Dear Sirs:-

Would you be kind enough to furnish me with the address
of John M. Holzworth,attorney in the defence of Miss Mildred Gillers,
( referred to as "Axis Sally")%? or ir itv possible for you to contact
him in my behaifi and telil him I have in my possession what I believe
to be sufficient evidence to acquit the defendant.

Thanking you for all the kindness you have shown me in the
pasi, 1 remain

Gratefully yours,

,irwin F, Bender,
3786 "Derry Street,
Harrisoburg, Pa.

9 aviraF.. Romlon
(My phone number is Harrisburg,Pa. #3-1229. (3-1229)

NOTE:- I relayed all her personal prisoner-ofewar messages to the mothers
and wives here in America and have in my possession carbon-copies of
most all of them, togesher with her personal womments and helps to
the anxious peoplie here in America who waited so long for any news
as %0 the where-abouts of their bpys who were either prisoners-of-
war or still "missing in action." Her messiages via the Berlin short-
wave radio will pe Iorever cherished oy the many thousands of homes
into which they eventual ly Tound their way to gladden the hearts and
renew once again the faith in mankind even in tge bitterness of war.)




THE @ NEWS

NEW YORK'S PICTURE MNMEWSPAFPER
220 EAST FORTY SECOND STREET
NEwW YorRK 17, N.Y.

MURRAY HILL 2-123<

RoBERT G. SHAND

MANAGING EDITOR

September 2, 1948

Mr. Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Bender:

Miss Ruth Montgomery of our Washington Bureau
tells me she talked to you on the phone today about
Miss Gillars.

As things stand now, Miss Gillars has no attorney.

She has arranged to get one before her next appearance
before Commissioner Lawrence on September 14, As
soon as we know who the lawyer is, we will send you
his name.

In the meantime, we plan to do a little follow-up work,

with a view to running a story on the ‘“Midge’’ part of

Miss Gillars’ wartime broadcast activities.
Sincerely,

AW IA

Richard Clarke

Enclosure

RC:D



JOHNMN C. KUNKEL
CUMBERLAND, DAUPHIN
AND LEEANON COUNTIES

FEMNMNSYLVANIA

LORENA RICHINGS
SECRETARY AT HARRISBURG
TEL. 4-3356

COMMITTEE:
BANKING AND CURRENCY

BLAMCHE GARNEY

Congress of the Anited States Sacreramt 4 Wasanaton
Pouse of Representatives

Washington, B. €.

Harrisburg 2, Pa.
September 6, 1948

My dear Mr. Bender:

Your letter relative to the treason charge
being brought against Miss Mildred Elizabeth Gillars
just reached me. This matter has been gone into most
carefully by the FBI. They have assured me on this
scoree Furthermore, Miss Gillars cannot be camnvicted

unless a jury of twelve men snd/or women bring a verdict
against her,.

Miss Gillars has the same protectiomn accorded
to every Americen citizem in our courts. She will be
defended by counsel and she has the oprortunity to
defend her case. No Member of Congress nor anyone else
can justifiably interfere with the operations of our

courts unless they depart from the accepted rules and
practices and the law.

I feel sure that Miss Gillars will receive
the full opportunity to defend herself and to prove
her innocence of the charge made, if she” is innocent.

e

X g ym%%

Mr. Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
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RicHArRD CLARKE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

September 7, 1948

Mr. Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Bender:

Your letter of September 6th makes no mention
of the story about Mildred Gillars which appeared
in The News September 4. I enclose a copy.

Both sides of the matter will undoubtedly be dis-
cussed at great length at Miss Gillars’ trial.

Sincerely,
Richard Clarke

Enclosure

RC:D




CABLE ADDRESS

DANBOONE

DANIEL F. BOONE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HATIONAL PRESS BUILDING TELEPHONE
WASHINGTON 4, D.C. MNATIONAL 2784

September 20th 1948

Mr. Irwin F, Bender,
3786 Derry Street,
Harrisburg,
Pennsylvaniz,

Dear 1, Bender :- Re: Mildred Elizabeth Gillars

This is just a brief note to thank you for your letter in behalf
of above subject, I also received today,from Mrs. Herrick, your letter
of September 1l4th., which was forwarded from Conneaut, Ohio.

Miss Gillars has engaged a local lawyer Mr, James J, Laughlin, and
I will see that your letters and messages are delivered to both Mr,
Laughlin and Miss Gillars promptly and will advise you of their desire
for further help from you and your friends who offer your services,

I will also make inquiry about the registered letter sent Miss
Gillars and advise you if she received same,

Again thanking you, I am

Very truly yours,

Aol Z(Lrrse




September 25,1948,
3786 Derry Street,
Harrisburg,Pa.

l;'i‘l.‘.Eﬁ.Iin Gt Hill
e/o Station WeJ=Z,l.Y.

Dear Mr, Hill:-

we have always associcted the name of "Edwin C, Hill"
with the best truditions of imerieca,- its people and institutions. Your
excellant volce carries that rich humanitarian tone which is ummistakingly
wholesome to the heart and mind., The prestige you have built up with your
vast audience of listeners can never be fully appreciated except by some
show of appreciastion by your unseen listeners.

I wish to thank you fornthe splendid talks you give vis NBC each
evening. However, on Saturday night you injected into a news-cast a few
"ad 1ib" lines upon a certain item that were not in the general news dispetches
either in the Press or on other radio commentators broadeasts.(Lowell Thom:s,etc.)

When you read the item relative to lMiss Mildred . Gillars, you not
only repeated the "foul" mame that has been clamped on her by the FBI (reported
by North Afrigan troops) of "Axis sSally", you stated (in substance) that this
women gloried in "Heil Hitler" and the rest of the Nazi acclaimations for withh
she stands charged with "high treason.”

These are not the words of Edwin C. Hill as we know him, His words are
fair =nd he speakes for Americans =nd is whole-heartedly, AMERICAN. Unless he
knows the entire history of Miss Gillars magnificant contribution to the enhance-~
ment of the American Var effort (through the medium of her thousands of comforting
messages to the wives and mothers of beeve American lads who were missing-imsaction
or prisoners-of-war in Germany) he should not speak freely when so doing he risks
the life of a brave American Vom:n who is charged with "high treason" which on
conviction carries the maximum pemalty of DEATH. ;

I cannot believe these were mﬁn Ce Hill's own words. I believe rather
they were "writtsn in" to gain a certain advantage over the defendant,liiss Gillars,

A little "knowledge is a dangerous thing."” That applies to 'many things.

I am still for Edwin C. Hill as I knew him before I heard this "foul"
fitem and I trust I shall not be obliged t0 hear anything but the whole-hearted
TRUTH as only he can giwve it.

Re~pectfully yours,

Irwin F, Bender,




Sept.26,1948
3786 Derry Street,
Harrisburg,Pa.

Miss Ruth Montgomery,
THE NEWS,
HASHINGTON, D. Ce

Your article in theé Saturday issue of THE NEWS
is most commendable foxr it carried a most complete account of the hemring
end presented = word picture that was wvery clear. lMost of the news-casts
and newspaper items on this case carried only wague deseriptions of the
event and most of them were distorted.

* When you inquired,via our phone conversation some time ago, &8s to
whether I had contacted Miss Gillars by letter at the Distriet Jail, I got
the impression that I could correspond with her; At least to send her =
letter of informntion in her defense (as =n American citizen?). This I did,
However, I sent the letter "REGISTHERED with & return receipt guaranteed" at
7:45 A.Me EoDJTime on Sept.9th and they purposely held the letter for the
entire "time-limit" which is allowed by the Postal Kules,~- "a ten day period
for delivery of a Hegistered letter”;--and then returned the letter (unopened)
to me on Tuesday,Sept.2l st at 8:00 A.M.with a "seribbled notation” in pencil
on the face of the letter,-"unable to locm=ted!l. Perhaps they had tried to

| "steam open the glued flaps” of the letter =s is customary by "prying eels”

| who attempt to hide their underhsnd work. I was my intention that they must
either "upen the letter on the level” or deliver it to her un-opened,~ for
I deliberately opened all the flaps of the envelope and "cemented” them shut
with « hard "all-purpose"” radio cemenj), so the usual "ste:ming process" was
impossible. .

Thete was nothing secret in the letter, I would have been only togd.
glad if they had opened and read the letter,- but I also think thet they should
have «t least bemn that "fair" as to let her know that someone was attempting
to contact her in the defense. If this is the "Fair System of Justiece" that Mr,
Cyril Lawrence has guaranteed in this c¢sse,~- then my origibal charge to Mr.
Lawrence (I muiled him o complete letter Aug.23rd.) still stands,- lMiss Gillars
is being "RAILROADED" by certain vindictive persons who wish to see everything
that brushed elbows with Germany wiped off the face of the earth,

Thonking you again for your exeellant help in this case, I remain

Gratefully yours,

Irwin F, Bender.
P.S. I mailed "the jail letter” '

for her sister (lMrs.i.R.Herriek of Co
. nneaut, He said
formation over to khe defence 1uﬂar,hn'..l'am;s .JT. Lnuglilin.




Oetober 11,1945,
2786 Derry cotreet,
Harrisburgz,Pe.,

e LC“EIJ. Thome Sy
Pawline, KyY.

Dear lNr.Thomas:-

On. the 15th of November the “treason"” trisl of Mildred Wliza-
beth Gillers will begin in Washington,D.C.°. If you will be so kind to listen
to the following story, 1 know thot mueh good will come of 1%,in~so=far as
anything you mizght include in future news-coments may harm or help this scrry
situation.

¥ irggasak EXyRE<ky o AR Sk kA M E

Viss Mildred Cillars,knowm tc the Americean "reluy-listeners’ as "ildge",
by whickh name che iderntified herself cover the Derlin short-wave radio, has been
"kidnopped” by the Department of Justice and they have framed a "treason" charge
againat her.

This brave woman,unfortunctely, found herself in Turope at the ocut-break
of the "war-in-iurope" (which began some time before we entered Vorld Waril) end
when this girl discovered the plight of cur beys who were prisoners-of-war in
Germeny,~ she eest her lot with our boys and began the great humsnitarien work
of helping the boys write their messages; colleciing them from the wverious comps;
often making voice-recordings;- =nd then reading or playlng-back the messages
over the Berlin short-wave radio for imericean listeners to pick-up and relay to
the next-of-kin, Undoubtedly, she received word throuzh ithe Intermational Red
Cross thaet her messages were being heard and releyed.

She eerried out this priceless service for nearly two ysurs and thousands
of people here in .merica received the great "ald and comfort" that was to be
had in her couragecus efforts in transmitting these messages of life aund hope.

The false charge of "treason” (for the definition of TREASON carries the
cherge of "giving aild end comfort %o the enemy") 1: besed on her North African
brosdcasts whieh were hermlessj- ond there certeinly was mo "aid and comfort”
given to the Germens in a1l her radio sctivities. ;

I have been working wery herd in the defence of Miss Cillars {vhom the
Department of Justice has so "unfairly™ dubbed,- ixls Szlly),and have a few
influential people helping in the cause.l.e.{Former Congressman John J. O'Connor,
Mr.Richard Clarke of the Wew York,NEWS,Congressman John C. Kunkel,ets.) My wife
and I listened«in und relayed nearly all the messages that "Midge",(Miss Gillars,
gave via the Berlin shorft-wave radio during the war,und the thousands of letiers cf
appreciation we have raceived testify to the faet that Miss Gillers has rendered to
the imeriecan people a priceless service that can never be repuid. The FAI and their
"Alma Mater",the Department of Justice, sre trying hard to carry out the wishes of
certain vindictive persons to "railroad’ this girl to life imprisomment, =nd even
= DiATH.uMy sole purpose in writing you is to meke you acquainted with the TRUTH,
which in every respeet is being kept from the American public by the very Department
which is supposed to protect the rights of every Americon citizen amd uphold TRUTH
and JUSTICE.

My pleatotpeyom 1s :~ ihen referring to this case in any of your news-casts
please do not defame this brave women's charecter, such as did Edwin C. Hill, in his
‘Humen Side Of The News", the other night. He stated (in substance) thet "Mildred

Gillars,the Axix Sally of War-Time Nazi rcdio-fume,who gloried ia the Heil Hitlers
and 211 the glamourous Nazi aeclaim. war hwancht hafave a Fadersl Mmdr~ and heard




Octover 24,1b48,
3786 Derry street,
Harrisburg,Pa,

Mr.Daniel F. BBone,
National Press Bldg.
Wash.4,D.C,

Dear lNr.Boonei-

I have received a letter from Mildred Gillars and im that letter ~
she statesi= ( Rep n 16 T0 A LETETGR § HE GAVE Yyu FoOR —ME-_),

"I gave tne first letter to Mr.Soone,the second %o Nr.Laughliu,

my attorney,und now we are going to try,through the evidence of
my sister,Mrs.Herrick, to direct this letter to its desired destination.”

S5ince 1 have your letter of Sept.20th in which you show determination %o

act "promptly” (as the time is exceedingly limited) in this cuse, I'1l take that
letter immediately.

Please give me your answer in a few days. If I do not receive that letter
this week yet, I shall have to inform lMr.John J, O'Comnor who is helping this
case as an interssted "by-stander". If you get that letter from Miss Gillars
before October 1¥th (which date appears om her letter) you certsinly had time
to get in touch with me,

As Sheakespeare has said in his femous "soliloquy”,«"the oppressors wrong",
the law's delay, the imsolence of offige,ete."” ,~=-let's not be guilty of all
that,

Patiently waiting,=-

Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Sireet,
Harrisburg,Pa.

Jrvinn ﬁﬁex«/&
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October 24,1948
9786 Derry Street,
Harrisburg,Pa.

Mr.Drew Pearson,
2820 Dumbarson Avenue,
Washington, D.C.

DHEI' Hr-Pm:’

On the 15th of November the "trezson” trial of Vildred Eliza-
beth Gillars will begin in Washington, D.C. If you will be so kind to listen
%o the fodlowing story, 1 know thet much good will come of it,~ in-so-far as
anything you mignt include in future news-comments may harm or help this sorry

situation.

o o ool e el ook siok v % ko e e e e e
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Wisse Mildred CGillars, known %o the hundreds of American "relaye-listeners® as
"Midge ', by which nume she identified herself over the Berlin short-wave radio, has
. been "kidnapped” by the Depariment of Justice and they have frumed a "treason’ charge
against her.

This brave women,unforstunately, found herself in burope &t the out-bresk of
the Far-in-Furope (which began before we entered VWorld War II) and when we entered
it, this brave girl discovered the pliight of our boys who were prisoners-ofe-war
in Germany~ ano she cust her lot with our boys and began that greet husanitarian
work of helping the boys write their messages} collesting them Irom the warious
cumps,~ofien muking velee~iecordingsi~ vnd then resding or playing-vsack the messages
over the Berlin short-wave radio for American listeners to pieck-up =nd relay tc
the nexi-of-kin. Undoubtedly she received word through the Intermmational Red Cross
that her mess:uges were being heard and relayed.

She e=rried out this priceless service Tor nearly two yeurs und thousands of
people here in America received the greut "aid and comfort" that was to be -
had in her courageous efforts in trensmitting these messages of life and hope.

The fulse churge of "treason” (for the definition of TREASON us stated in
ARTICLE III,Section 2,of the U.S.Constitution earries the charge of "giving aid
and comfort %o the enemy") is baused on her North African brosdesasts which were hurmless,-
and there certainly was no "ald and comfort”™ given to the Germsns in all her
radio activities.

I have been working very hard in the detemse of lMiss Cillares (whom the
Depariment of Justice has so "unfairly” dubbed -Axis Sally), =nd h:ve sume
inriluential peopie helping in the causeji.e. (Former Congressmsn John J. O'Connor,
Mr.Richard Clarke ot the New York NEWS, Congressm:n John C., Kunkel,etc.)

My wife sand I listened-in and relsyed nearly =1l the mess:uges thot"Midge",
(Miss Gillars), read via the Berlin shorte-wave rudio during the war and the thousands
of letters of appreciation we have received testify to the fact that Miss Gillars
has rendered to the Americun people & priceless service that can never be repaid.
The FBI and their "Alma Mater", the Department of Justice,are trying hard to carry
out the wishes of certain vindictive persons to "railroad" this girl to life imprieon-
ment or even =DEATH,

My sole purpose in writing you is to meke you acquainted with the TRUTH, which
in every respect is being kept Ifrom the American public by the very Depurtment which
is supposed to protect the rights of every American e¢itizen and uphold TRUTH and
JUSTICE. If the thousands of men and women here in America knew the true idemnitity of
this noble woman,-the person who made it possible for them to quickly discover the
safety of their boys as reported over the Berlin radio,~ when they otherwise may
not otherwise hauve known of their boys' survival after the War Department sent out
the dreadful,-"MISSING-IN-ACTION" telegrams.,
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As before stated,if these people knew how their "war-time" benefactor was
being so shamefully treated,-they would rise in righteous indignetion and demand

her release. .

LRSS P RS s ol ol e ook ook ok e St 2Rt Seolokok ok kg k-

Uy plea to you, lMr.Pearson, is--- sinee this woman is pleagced on trial for
he life,-when referring to this case (if necessary) in any of your news-casts
plesse do not defume this brave womans charseter,such as did Edwin C, Hill,in
his "Humsn Side Of the News" (for Kelvinator Co.)the other night. He stated
(insubstence) that "Mildred Gillars,the ixis Sally of Var-Time Nazi radio-tfeme,who
gloried in the Hell-Hitlers and #l1 the glamourous Nemi acclaim,was brought before

a Tederal Judge and bheard the cherge of HIGH TREASON read to her,ete,"
Only those who are ignorant of the re:zl truth could bring in sueh & condemn=tion

to one who gave £o much for Americen prisoners-of-war and their next-ofekin,
I thank you sc mmch for your kind sttention to this letter and remain,
Hopeful unto the end,-

Respectruliy yours,

Irwin ¥, Bender,




October 24,1948,
3886 Derry Street, (3786 Derry St.)
Hﬁﬂiﬂmﬂipl-

Mr.& Mrs.D.B |Mhl.

Schenley Apartments,
Pittaburgh,Pa, (13)

Dear Friends:-

My last correspondence with you was in the form of that magnificent
"List of 106tn DIVISION MEN REPORTED MISCING IN "BATTLE OF TI'E FULGE", whiech you
mailed vo me back in April 19483 And the faet thot you had listed your own brave boy,
Corp.D.B.frampton, so inconspicucusly,as just one of the boys,is a great testimony
of the great heart ~nd unselfish contributiomn you folks gnve to the alleviation of
much o the heart-ache und pain suftered by many of the next-of«kin during vorld
War 1I1.

I have written you this letter to acouaint you with another persom who during
the war also contributea much %o the "alleviation of the suffering of heart-sick
American men »nd woman® whoee buys were either missinge-inesction or prisonerseogf-
war in Germany.

On llovember the 15%h,1948, begins the "treason" trial of Mildred ilimabeth
Giliers. If you will listen %o the irue stery I now present, I knéw you will arrive
at a different conclusion in this sorry situation:-~

- - R e —— i —

Mildred E, Gillars, known to hundreds of American "relay-listeners” (short-
wave listening posts) as "Midge" by which name she identified herself over the
Beriin short-wave radio, has veen "kidnapped by the Department of Justice and
they have frumed a "treason” charge against her.

Thie oruve womaun, unfortunately, found herself in Europe at the out-break of the
War-in-furope (which vegen before we entered World War II) ana when we entered it;
and when this woman found the plight of our poys who WB=prisoners-of-war in
Germmny,she east ner lo% with our boys abd began the humanitarian work of helping
%he boys write their messages, colilectinz them from the various camps, and then
reading them over the Berlin short-wave radio for American listeners to pick-up
and relay %o the next-of-kin, Undoubteoly, she received word through the International
Hed Cross that her messages were being heard and relayed,

She ecarried out this priceless service Ior more tham two years, and the thousands
of Americuns,whv received this great "aid and comfort" that was to be had in her
efforts in transmitting these message of life ana hope, are gfateful for these relays.

The false charge of "treason" (for the Definition of TRUA ON as conbtained in the
UeSe Constitusion ARTICLE IIXI,SECTION 8, earries the charge of "giving aid and gomfort
to the enemy"”) is based on her North African broadeasts which were harmless,and their
certainly was no"aid and comfort" givem to the Cermsns in =ll her radio activities.

I have been working very hard in the derfense of Miss Gillars (whom the Deparitment
of Justice has so"unfaiply" dubbed -Axis Sally) ana have some influential people
helping in the cause,i.e. former Congressman 0'Connor of New York; Mr.Clark of the
New York NEWS,Congressman John C. Kunkel,ete. My wife and I listened-in and relayed
nearly all the messages shat "Midge" (Miss Gillars) read via the Berlin short-wave radio
during the Wgrand the thousands of letters of appreciation we have received testify to
thefact that Miss Gillars has rendered %o the Ameriesn people & priceless service
that can never be repaid.

The FBI and their "Alma mMater",the Departemnt of Justice, are trying hard to carry
out the wishes of certain vindictive (revengeful) persoms %o "raiiroad" this girl to
life imprisomment, or even ~DEATH, The TRUTH,in every respect in this case, is being
kept from the American public by the very Department whieh is supposed to protect the
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rights of every American citizen and uphold TRUTH and JUSTICE.

-
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As beforw stated, this letter is to scyuaint yétlisleh the megnificent work this
girl has aome. I bellieve that eventually the Americsn public will know the real

story anc much good will come of the sustaining fecte in her defense.

Thanking you for the courtesy you have given me in reading this letter,
I reamin

Hespectfully yours,

Irwin ¥, Bender.
(Formerly of 124 N, 2nd Street,Cberiin,Fa.)

\\ P.S. Remember to speak a good word for Miss Gillars as the trisl draws near.Thank TOU,)
AY
3




- 3788 perry oStreet,
ler:l.lhirg.PB.
Oetober 26,1948,

United States

Post OiTiee Department,
Fost OfTiee,

Federel Suilding,
Harrasburg,Pa.

Dear Siras:~
At (about) 8100 A.M. on September 9th,1948, I mailed & letter,registered
with a refturn-receipt requested, to the following addressi~

Miss Mildred E, Gillars
¢/o Distriet of Calumbia Jail,
':a'i.LiHmG'NH, DeCs

Your elerk at the "registry Window" informed me that the letter would be
delivered or "we'll check up and find out why it i=n't."

A% the end of one week,not having received the "return receipt”, ( ond knowing
positively that Miss Gillars wes being held &t the jJail), I made inquiry at the
before-mentloned window and the sume clerkj~ complaining that "this is a definite
address and that letter should have been delivered long before this." He replied,=
Voat postal rules gave"a lO-day period in which %o make gontact”, and that "a twoe
woek period wust elapse before a tracer could be put om it.,"

fhile these are postal rules,~I knew what was happening at the other end of
this "delivery". So, just as was to be expected,~ the letter was returned %o me
at (abous) 81156 A.M., Tuesday September 21 =t with & "penciled notation"e-=

"unable to locate"

They had purposely kept thut letter at the other emd of the "line" to
block any effort in contacting this"uddressee", That was perfectly alright and they
were within the law., But why was the letter returned tv me marked,-

"unable %o locate" seese?

That was a dastardly i and I do mot believe that this is listed in your
"POSTAL RULES", If it is iV certainly is poor policy.

I am within my rights as an American citizen to demand a correct answer to
this request.

I want you %o "trace"” this letver from the "Registry window" ,vhen it was
majled Sept. 9,1948 until it reached the District of Columbia jail and find out
who and why it was rejected. (i.e. I certainly cannot accept the answer which
appeared on the letter in percil mark).

You have the records of this letter (undoubtedly on file). At least you shoula
have the "card" my wife signed when the letter was returned to me. She signed it
first in her nume and then in my name.

For a convineing "check~up" ,here is the number of the registered article:-

(Rﬂ.lﬂt for Reglstered Article 301--5:1!- -3‘6;1-----' )
The accompapying newspaper clipping will attest to the statement that Miss
Gillars was in the District of Columbia Jail since August.
Remember I paid the regulation price for this postal service and am cersainly
entitled to "full benefits" as designated by law, Any "truthful" answer you can
get for me will be most certainly accepted for I musi have a definite testimony
v submit to Mr.James J., Laughlin,the defense attorney.

Respecttully, Irwin F, Bender,3786 Derry Strut,ﬂlrriuhurg,h.



October 19,1948,

Mrs.Martin:=-
This letter is just a check-up on the suspicions that

Someone 1s intvercepting my out-going mail.
Please let me know when you receive this letter.

Keep it confidenitial, please,
Thanks very much.
Respecifully yours,

Irwin F, Bender.
- (ice cream man),




COWELL THOMAS
HAMMERSLEY HILL

PAWLING, NEW YORK
b

October 18, 1948

Dear Mr. Bender,

Many thanks for your letter
and all that interesting information.

Cordially,




JAMES J. LAUGHLIN

ATTORMNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
MATIONAL PRESS BUILDING

WASHINGTON. D. C.

MATIONAL 200|

October 28, 1948

Mr. I- F. Bendel‘
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Bender:

I have been endeavoring to write you for some time
with regard to Miss Gillars' case, but I have been exceed-
ingly busy in court and have had to go out of town on
several occasions. We appreciate very much your interest
in the matter and will be very glad if you can furnish
us with the names of any persons who can be subpoenaed as
wltnesses.

The case is tentatively set for November 15, but I
have serious doubt whether it can be reached on that date.
I filed a number of motions in Court yesterday. Perhaps
your local papers will give some details of their contents.
If there 1s any iInformation which I can furnish you at any
time please let me know.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

James J. Laughlin

JdL:echb




JAMES J. LAUGHLIN
ATTORMEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D. C.

NATIONAL 200I

October 29, 1948

Mr. I. F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr., Berder:

Mrs. Gillars has asked me to write you to obtain
from you a list of soldiers who had some knowledge of
Mrs. Gillars' broadcasts. She said she believes you had
such a list, If you have I would like to have it as com-
plete as possible with any addresses you might have.

We are filing a motlion for continuance and also
a motion to require the Government to produce witnesses
at the expense of the United States, since lrs. Gillars
is without funds. Such motion is supposed to be filed
by November 5th. Therefore your prompt attention to this
will be sppreciated,

Thanking you, 1 am

Sslncerely yours,

-
b 3
L &
i F ; I-'}

James J. Laughlin

JJdL:ech




OCTOBER 23, 1948, |

3786 DERRY STREET, | ‘
HARRISBURG, PA. |

UNITED FEATURES SYNDICATE,
220 East 49th Street,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Sirs:-
Mrs.Anita Gray of the adini;aal staff, THE PATRIOT & THE

EVENING NEWS, (Harrisburg,Pa.) infor me that I may secure ihe

"Washington, D.C." address of Mr.wqégbrauk Pegler by wriving you a

request. ,//
f;
Their present fi;ﬁa do not contain an exaci address.

/
I will appreciate your kinaness if you will furnish me

With the apove mﬁniianau)7udraaa, and I remsin

Respectfuliiy yours,
@Wﬁfr; 63-”""‘“’6 o

Irwin ¥, Bender,

Mr. Westbrook Pegler

c/o King Features Syndicate
235 East L5th Street

New York 17, N. Y.



Law QFFicES
JAMES J LAUGHLIN

MATIONAL PRESS BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D. C.

MNATIONAL 2001

July 27, 1949

Mr, Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

My dear Mr. Bender:

It was a pleasure to find your very cordial letter
in this morning's mail, as it reminds us that you were one
of the very few who unselfishly cooperated with us in the
defense of Mildred Gillars. Your materlal is very impressive

and we feel that 1t was reversible legal error for its intro-
duction in evidence to be refused by the trial judge.

After discussing your letter with Mr. Laughlin we
have decided to request your permission to allow us to retain
your letters for a longer period. Although we are yet having
some technical legal difficulties, Miss Gillars' case is now
pending in the appeals court. Due to the summer vacation
it will probably not be heard until fall and we feel confident
the case willl be reversed and of course your material will
then loom large in the defense and aequittal of Miss Gillars.

Let us assure you that your evidence is being kept
intact in a safe place, safe from possible theft or fire
damage.

My brother has asked to be remembered and reminds
me of the friendly courtesy which he was shown by you in
Harrisburg.

Please let us know if this request conforms to your
pleasure,

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

: 2 A
William E, Owen
WEQO:ecb
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THE PATRIOT-NEWS CO. HOMER E. MOYER
PUBLISHERS GENERAL MANAGER

Che iﬂairmt
Che ZEnmmg Nrmg

DEAN HOFFMAN HARRISBURG, PA.
EDITOR
March 22, 1949

Mr. Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvenia

Deer Mr. Bender:

Absence from the office has delayed my acknowledging your
letter of March 13, in which you challenge the accuracy of our Mareh 1<
comment on the "Axis Sally" verdict.

I think that on a technieality we will have to concede that
there is not one hundred percent eaccuracy in our statement that no-
body wes shot for treason in the United States for 150 years, in view
of your allusion to the execution of John Brown. If we were wrigglers,
we might claim that the John Brown and the Axis Sally cases are in
two different catagories, because while tresson is treason, Brown's
treason was "internsl" and Axis Sally was "external".

This is a distinction without a difference possibly, but it
was just thot slight difference that threw the writer of the article
off guard. 1 can assure you that we all will be a little more
serupulous in the future and hope to live up to our eredo which you
brought to my attention.

1 thank you very much for your letter and hope that under
any circumstances you will not hesitate to write to us.

Sincerely yours,

7{0 ﬁﬂ"#ﬂ(%& A ,1

DEAN HOFFMAN
EDITOR




Willism T Ellis
3306 Valley Lrive
Alexandria, Va.
20 April 1949

Mr. Irwin F. Bender
3766 Derry Street
Harrisburg, FPennsylvania

Dear ur. benders

Your letter of ldarch 20, 1943, has been forwerded to me
by the Sunday Editor of the FPhiladelphia Inquirer.

Your point of view and comusnts on the "Axis Sally"
triel are very interesting., Although I cannot agree with your
statement that "modern civilization has never witnessed so great
‘un-gmerican Activities' as stapgsd by our Government," I found
your arguaents stimulatinge.

I aprreciate your interest in the article. Thank you
very much for writing.

Cordially,

Y lhlisy, 7. Ee

william T« Eliis



JAMES J. LAUGHLIN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
NATIOMAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MATIOMAL 2001

November 27, 1950

Mr., Irwin IF, Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear lMr. Bender:

Your letter addressed to Mrs. Brownell has been
brought to my attention.

Miss Gillars!'! conviction was affirmed on appeal
by the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit. It was my thought to apply to the Supreme
Court of the United Btates for a writ of certiorari. How-
ever after the appeal was affirmed by the Court of Appeals

Miss Gillars stated that it was her desire that I participate

no longer in the case.

In order that her rights would be protected, I
asked the Court of Appeals to appoint an attorney in her
behalf. They refused to do that. I then informed the
Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States of the
receilpt of her letter and suggested that steps be taken
in that Court to preserve her rights. As a matter of fact,
I did prepare a paper to safeguard the time limit. How-
ever Miss Gillars notified the Clerk of the Supreme Court
that the Clerk was to receive no papers from me. She ad-
vised that Court that she would obtain an attorney of her
selection. However she failed to do this and the time
for filing a petition for writ of certiorari in the Supreme
Court expired. Under the existing statutes and rules of
court there 1s no way to effect a reinstatement of that
time limit. It is most unfortunate but I do not know of
anything that can be done.

I have in my storage room in my home a great
volume of letters which you turned over to us. Please

advise me if it is your desire that these letters be
returned to you.

Thanking you for writing and with kindest regards,
I am

Very truly yours,

JJL:ech

James J. Laughlin




KENNETH §. WHERRY, NEBR., CHAIRMAN

GEORGE A. WILSON, IOWA JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT.
HOMER E. CAPEHART, IND. ALLEM J. ELLEMDER, LA.

HARRY P. CAIN, WASH. GLEM H. TAYLOR, IDAHO
EDWARD MARTIN, PA. SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA.
1“:“:. IVES, M. Y. 5 WILLIAM B. UMSTEAD, M. C. &
pe s o Vlnifed Hiafes  Henale
GEORGE F. MEREDITH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HOMER W, GRUENTHER, ASSISTANT Sngtial Coiites to Sty Pootlants of

American Small Business

April 12, 1949

Mr, Irwin F, Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr,., Bender:

Thank you for your letter of
April fourth, in which you express the opinion that Miss
Gillars is innocent of the charge of Treason.

As you undoubtedly are aware,
the guilt or innocence of a person in a criminal action
is not one over which the U, 5. Congress has jurisdiction,
The Judicial branch of government has the responsibility
of seeing that justice is done under the Constitution.

If, as you indicate, Miss Gillar's Constitutional rights
have been violated, she may appeal the decision to the
highest Court in the land. This, I presume, she intends
to do.

It was very kind of you to
write to me about the matter.

With best wishes, believe me
Sincerely yours,

el st

EDWARD MARTIN
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Law OFFICES
JAMES J LAUGHLIN
HATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

NaTioNaL 2001

January 18, 1949

Mr. Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pemsylvania

Dear lr, Bender:

With further reference to our conversation on the
telephone last night, I desire to state that I today talked
with Miss Gillars and all arrangements have been made for
the opening of the trial Monday, January 24th in United
States District Court before Hon. Edward M. Curran,

I have before me report of the various broadcasts to
be used in evidence. It is very difficult for me to see
how any jury could take the position that these broadcasts
were treasonable to the extent that they gave ald and comfort
to the enemy., Of course, safeguards will have to be taken in
order to get an unbiased and unprejudiced jury insofar as we
are able to do so. If you omit from the context the anti-
Jewish statements and the anti-Roosevelt statements, clearly
there would be nothing in the broadcasts that would approach
treason in any respect. Therefore it will be our job to con-
vince the jury that it is not a erime to be anti-Semetic nor
is 1t a crime to be anti-Roosevelt.

Unquestionably the Department of Justice has assembled
broadcasts that it deemed most pre judicial to Miss Gillars
and those broadcasts which they felt reasonably sure would
bring about her conviction. Therefore it occurs to me that
there were many other broadcasts that would be highly favorable
insofar as our defense is concerned. Miss Gillars is of the
view that you have either these broadcasts or the substance
of them. If you do have, I would be very much obliged to
you to let me hear from you at ‘the earliest possible date.

Thanking you and with kindest regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

James J. Laughlin
JJdL:ech




JAMES J. LAUGHLIN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MATIONAL 2001

February 22, 1949

Dear 4y, Bender:-

This will introduce Mr, Jason J. Owen
who is assisting me in Miss Gillars defense.

It will be appreciated if you will turn
the material over to him as Iwould like to make use of it
tomorrow before Miss Gillars takes the stand. I had hoped to
come to Harrisburg with Mr.Owen but it is necessary that I
talk with Miss Gillars at the jail this afternoon so that I may
prepare her for the witness stand. I hope though to see you before
the case ends.

Everything is coming along splendidly and
we are quite optimistic.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Mr, Irving F. Bender
o786 Derry St.
Harrisburg,Pa.




WALTER F. GEDORGE, GA., CHAIRMAN

TOM COMNMALLY, TEX. EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO.
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLD. HUGH BUTLER. NEBR.
SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL. OWEN BREWSTER, MAINE

RomERT 5, KERR,OKLA.  JOHN . WILLIAMS, DL WVlnited Diafes Denafe

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

March 23, 1950

Mr, Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pemsylvania

Dear Mr. Bender:

This will acknowledge your letter of
March eighteenth,

A letter addressed to the Honorable
Herbert Hoover, Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, New York City,
should reach him.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

WARD MARTIN



WALTER F. GEORGE, GA., CHAIRMAN

TOM CONMALLY, TEX. EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO.
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. ROBERT A, TAFT, OHIO
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. HUGH BUTLER, NEBR.
CLYDE R. HOEY, M. C. EDWARD MARTIM, PA.

ROBERT S. KERR, OKLA. JOHM J. WILLIAMS, DEL.

gt b 0 I R A Vo Dlnifed Siafes Henale

ELIZABETH B. SPRINGER, CHIEF CLERK COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

November 18, 1952

Mr, Irwin F. Bender
3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Penna.
Dear Mr. Bender:
I received your letter of November 12th
and have this day written to Attorney James J.
Laughlin, requesting that he return your correspondence.
I will keep you advised.
With kindest regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

-

EDWARD IN




JAMES J. LAUGHLIN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
MNATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

NATIOMNAL 2001

November 21, 1952

]

Mr, Irwin F. Bender

3786 Derry Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Desr llr. Bender:

I have finally located all of the material you
sent to me. I am having a colored man pack it care-~
fully and we will ship it to you on November 24th or
25th by freigcht or express. 1 am sure you will have
it by the end of the week.

Thanking you and with kindest regards, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

Qerens 9.

James J, Laughlin

JdLsech



COPY

JAMES J, LAUGHLIN
Attorney and Counsellor at Law
National Press Building
Washington, D. C.

NAtional 2001

December 5, 1952

Hon, Edward Martin
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Martin:

Due to the press of work, this is the
first opportunity I have had to reply to your letter of November 18,
1952, enclosing letter from Mr, Bender.

We have always appreciated the very fine
cooperation that Mr, Bender extended to us in the trial of Mildred
Gillars. The material that he forwarded to us was placed in
the storage room at my house since I did not have adequate
storage in the office,

I have had the material securely packed,
and T have left instructions with the colored man to forward the
material to Mr. Bender at Harrisburg, and I am sure he will
receive it within the next few days.

Your interest in the matter is very
much appreciated, Thanking you, and with kindest regards, I am,

Very truly yours,

s/ James J, Laughlin

JJL:FH
cory by sr



February 18,1959
86 Derry Street
Harrisburg,Pa,

I

U.S.Parole Board
-r‘fEEhingtﬂn, D.Cs

Dear Sirs:- ~y
The enclosed “Asacciatad Press" 1item is & sample of the

wanton "propagands" they have ﬁispl&yed in attempting to belittle,

degrade,znd disgrace this helpless prisoner. 41l through the flimey, .
home-cooked,so called "treason trial” the Associated Press accentusted

every word and item agsinst thézdefendant =nd gave nothing to relieve

any future situation that was sure to rest heavy in the minds of

our society. Small wonder then that this prisoner refused to have

her nsme come up for purole having the knowledge thet the ghoulicsh

spirit of the "Associated Press" would stalk every footstep she

made outside the gates of Alderson and distort everything she said

end did to make life unbearable.

She would heve no one to vouch for her sinee her only living
re!ative is her sister,lrs. Reid Herriek living in Ashtabula,Ohio,

She would not want to impose upon her since the newspaper items would
be sure to undermine everything constructive thet would be attempted
in re-habilitating her.

Take note in the celipping of the defamstory extra remarks, -
"Neazi Germeny's Axis Sally"™ =nd the conelusion,-"no reason for her
decision was given". The Ascociated Press knows "the reason” but they
sit in the tyrant's throne and turn thumbs down on one strugsling for .
read justment.

48 members of the United 5t tes Parole Board it is naturally
your wish thet enyone you recgormend for this trahsition be successful
in their return to society. faﬁMbam in constant contcet with
the prisoner's sister,who has informed me that Miss Gillaers believes
her best situation will be for & pardon or fulfill her "so:pa%}ﬁir
debt to speiety in serving out the unfair sentence, &
that trgmendous pressure was put on "railroading"her in a most unfair
trial sugcest thet any future aetion you take én _ paroling prisoners
be accompsnied with instruetions for the newspapers' either assist in
reestublishing the person or refraining from degrading the subjest
and muke the situation impossible.

Thenking you for your kind attention I =m

nespectfully yours,




F________———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————*————————————————————————————————1

E. E. ALDERMAN
434 GRAND AVE.
DAYTON, OHIO

Mr, Irwin F, Bender Dayton, 5, Ohio
3786 Derry St,, - Sept., 6, 1948
Harrisburg, Penna.

Dear Mr, Bender -

Your Sept., 5 special-delivery letter came this moming, and person-
ally I was pleased to hear from you again after so long a time.

I am sorry that you have become involved in the coming trial of "Midge". As
for myself I have a strong aversion to my name becoming connected with that case.
In the first place, I could not quelify as a witness: either for, or against the
defendent for I could not identify her by sight. Also I am sure she used an
affected-voice to convince listeners she was a girl of about 25 years of age, and
I could not identify her by her natural voice.

Wpnile it is true I never found error in p.o.w. announcements as to names,
ranks, serial numbers, etc., from Midge, or any other announcers from the Tokyo,
Berlin, and Rome stations, as later verified by the families of p.o.w. and others,
yet this true information was given as "bait" for listeners to believe that the
propaganda talks were also more or less true.

So lMidge became part of the whole wheel of propaganda from the Berlin station,
- - and for the month she broadcasted from the Rome station to our service-men then
on the North African coast, she gave purely propaganda talks, urging our men to
give themselves up as p.o.w. and be taken to Germany where they would be welcomed by
the German girls, who she said, were something special. Of course our men were too
smart to fall for that kind of talk, and when they met the Nazis and Italians they
gave them a2 good shellacing.

As for the name Axis Sally, or Mildred Gillars, I never heard of those names
until sometime after the war ended. The word, Axis Sally, might have been the
invention of some newspaper writer. The prinicpal female announcer from Berlin
was always introduced by herself or others, by the simple name of MIDGE. There
was an occasional broadcast by another female whose name I do not recall, but I
had the impression she was a British subject due to accent of her voice.

No, I do not wish my name to be connected with the coming trial in any way,
and I wish to drop out of the lime-light of the generous publicity I got during
the war., I thought I did a patriotic job by passing along to many families what
I had heard over short-wave about their boys, and without adding any of the
propaganda on the same broadcasts following the p.o.w. announcements. Practically
all the families sent grateful thanks which I appreciated....and then when the war
ended, my interest in this ceased.

I could not testify in behalf of Midge as I did not consider it exactly
patriotic for any U.S. citizen to connect herself with the Nazi propaganda machine,
and it was my opinion that she hoped the Nazis would win and that her assistance
would benefit her for a good official position after victory.

There have been, and still are, too many U.S. citizens who treat their
patriotism too lightly.....that goes for some men even in high positions. Midge
has probably had time to reflect the error of her rash and hasty decision to

collaborate with the Nazis; it probably also touched her vanity to be associated
with men high up in that machine.




-

Yes, Ruth Montgomery of the National Press Association phoned me from
Washington the afternoon of Sept, 2. She asked if I thought Axis Sally was a

traitor. I told her I knew the principal female announcer from the Berlin station
only as Midge, &nd did not know if they were one and the same person. As to the
word traitor, - that was too strong a word for me to use against anybody before

trial., I told her what Midge did and she could form her own opinions.... also that
I wished no publicity or quotes of my remarks.

Despite this, a local newspaper phoned me last Friday night, Sept. 3, that a
press-release had come into their office on a coast to coast teletype connecting my
name with this case. I do not know just whet this press-report said and if you
have a clipping, wish you would mail it to me. Thanks,

I do not wish, or expect to go to Washington, I do not see how I could be
of much benefit to the case. Anyway, I am not in th%b&st of health to go.

Thanks for your welfere inquiry about my daughter and soninlaw, I am sorry
to say that he died last September from a fungus-growth in his lungs probably
contacted on the jungle islands of the Far Pacific. My daughter is now with our
aunts in California,

My friendly suggestion is that you withdraw quickly and gracefully from
connection with this Midge case, for no matter how careful you may try to be,
your remarks or opinions may be mis-quoted to the embarrassment of yourself, your
wife, and friends.

Mrs., Alderman and I send you and Mrs., Bender our best regards and hope that
we will meet you some day.

Sincerely yours,

E: Alderman
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Dear friend Irwin - - | . -
2 -+ =1 was very-‘pleased:te receive your Ymas Day letter telling in

detail How you are having the same experience on short wave as I have .had .for a
month or so, B8ince the Greenville, N,C,, and the Bethany, Ohie V ef A staiens
started eperatiems they have paralized the short wave bhamd, 1 have tried each
dey on. shurt-wau to get :t.at.i-nu uhlch .I..*"llBEﬂ te ret nally and diey are drowned et ,

1 hmra been~se mad that a“erll t.1ne| 1 rmrn almest dag:,dﬁ t.a writa the
Voice eof ‘America“er the F,C.C,, that. there are more "haell" in thair eutfits than
in Russia and Cuba combined, : ; : ;

There are too many Veice of America statiens im the first plaee...,.Last night
1 get 4 or 5 of them in the 9000 k,s, damd 2leme, The Bethany statien just tock ever
the wave lemgth ‘of Berme, Switzerland; wvhich until a meath Ifi, alway=. came In
clear and streng at 8:30 pm EST for ksl f beur, - ; S .

© Baw=§im ted eld Le sarry em 2 fight nth F.C,C, er write-my Sensters, -and hepe
you yeunger “fellews will dn*it, Al)l.this hunnpeildm; pleasurs as lmnllnt
shut-in mew, " Nuals 5 5*7 aw > - g
. » £ d
In the first plaee the Voice of Ameries sheuld have -nly ene trensmitter, -
like the Europeams have im eaeh country, and dhis ene.transmitter shenld net he
lecated it er near big populatien-centers where so many persens like myself eniey
shert -wave, * ‘but sheuld ke lecated on the tep-ef seme Tenneseee mountain, - far
from wig cities, JOdRn L "

These "heels" in Washingtem mever give a theught that 99 pereemt-.ef the
peeple i Europe are seund asleep after 7 rm our time EST.....If they de, them
they are determined that ne receptiens ceme:frem Eurepe at any heur, . I would
think the gevernments in Eurepes weuld seen let eut 2 terrible eomplaint, er among
themselves dacide te thereughly "jamk" the Veise ef America,. Apd anether.thing,
the junk and Balensy ‘en V of A breadcasts is fit enly fer merens.....in Eurepe, -
and maybe they will pat mad tee that thuy llnl-t listen te anything but V of A,

There are a nillion "ham® licensed eperaters in U.S,, who now and then like
te listen te fereipn progrems..,. Well, they might get mad tese apnd gang up on
V of A statiens, which I knmew they cam de by 2djusting their ewn transmitters
te V of A wave-lengths with eclackity elack stuff znd pidling their stuff en V of A
air-waves,..... just like the "hams" in Cuataname Bay did en the Havana statiem,..,
and the ones in Panama did en the Mexice City statiem a year er se age, I muppose
you understadd what I mean,

This V of A eutfit has peally built up a big ergsnixzatien, cemplete with 2
prepagamda chief te tell eur sitizens what a res) service they de fer U eSeseeobut
really their pirpese te keep a let of bums en the steak and petatees payrell at
the big expense of the U.S, taxpayars.

I do get Lendon amd Mgntreal 2t the noen hour in the 15,000 ke band for an
heur er se.... and then all pgees dead, At 10 mm I get Havama fairly goed in
English lenguage at 6,135 ke. And of 21l places, fer feur stepight nights aheut
7 m I get Peking, ﬂhinl in English language just belew Haxiu- City in the 9000 ke
bard, but me mere; that was two weeks age, Of eourse I always get every night
Veice of the Andes, frem Quite, Educater at tep ef the 9000 ke bapd, - clear and




) b
streng 85 ever,..,. that is the shurch emutfit with, their hymns and reliegieus talks,
1 guess V of A has net yet found a way te drewn them eut, er take pity because
theipr statien is harmless, :

After Greenville and Bethany statiens started, I drepped dewn te 6000 ke band
erd got Lomden, Liskon, Pertugel, and some ether S, American statien, bdut they
are alse jombed NOW.....2nd only ene in thet band I get is Havana at 10 mm EST,

We tsed to hear-Mossew on seversl wave=lemgthaj-clear and streng, but they
are completely geme, except last night-1 get them -clear and streng abeut 9 pm EST.
at_ 7250 ke apprex, S . BE . )

: Eurepean statiens\ get regularly, like Madwid, Benn, Hilversan.(Helland), _.
Brussels, Rome, Guatmala City, Buenes Aires, londen, Mescew, and Budapest (Hungary)
are now gempletely silemt, - But ss-I said, I get Lendon and ‘Mghtreal-at -neen

heur only. As fer Tekye, I have net received thet statien since end of war,

There are mumersus ether statiens I used to get when conditiems.were.goed, that

are e mere,

. I have turned my dial te the 14000 ke band to .listen te "ham"-eperaters, -
put new their mierephenes seem se bad 1 cannot understand what ie said, .unless,
it happems te be 2 ham statiem talking in this area, .

Maybe the Bell Tejephene Cempanry with their erbiting satadlite re-bresdéasgtirg
of telephene talks smd TV programs frem Europe, will eventually help the .
shert-wave listemese in U,S., get their pregrams frem Eurepe, and cancel eut
what V of A is deing te us,

-~

Your Halierafter get is abeut the best make fer shert-wave ebtainable, -- and
if yeu can't get shert-wave en it,  then -nebedy else oan with what they have, .-
As yeu say, it is a shems te spoil the fum ef meny ~peeple-after spending Be

much en s.w, sete,

I @e hepe you will cemtinuethe pattle- with- these. government "heels”....,
sné fully inferm yeur Sematers,.... and yeu might even-write Pres, Jehnsor he -
ean save a let of pay-rell meney by firing-th le eutfit, v R .

A &+ oy -

.Let me hear frew you again SeeM..o0e ' il - - Fomy il
- P =gy &1 . A i ‘ ¥ ’

Kindest regares; B Omo -
Sineerely yours,

" - - , - i m ... Edwin E_, Aderman,
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