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THE VOICE OF THE UNITED ELECTRICAL RADIO & MACHINE WORKERS OF AMERICA—LOCAL 801 CI0 —

'

SATURDAY,

STRIANI APPEALS T
B HEAD FOR ACTION

William Mastriani, Local 301

Executive Board member who is

also a member of the Labor Ad-
visory Committee of the Radio
and Radar Division of the War
Production Board has written to
Harold Sharpe, Director of the
Radio and Radar Division WPB,
requesting that he investigate the
possibility of allocaling radar
work to the Schenectady GE
Plant as a means of relieving a
local lack-of-work situation and

also gs a means of .overcoming.

the shortage of radar {rom

which the armed services 18

claimed to be suffering.

Mr. Harold Sharpe
-Radig-Radar .. Division
Social Security Bldg.
‘Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir:

In accordance with the labor

“advisory committee meeting in

Washington as of October: 9th,
the army and navy and War
Production Board officials out-
lined a military program for

vadio and radar produets and

‘atressed the matter of increasing
the output to about 13% for at
least the balancc of the year,

" MASTRIANI

cording to the company it is due
to the cancellation of orders.

At the present time we have
facilities and machinery that lay
idle, due to the lack of work in
our department as well as ample
manpower to handle this equip-
ment and produce jobs if we had
then. '

At the meeting I was in.
formed that the ‘G, E. Company

I.hers_who

‘_-——n-_w_.w
e 30 3¢ per eﬂ'

P

f

Showing deep‘cbncern‘ and disfnay over the _pfesent lack of work condition in certais
sections of the Local General Electric plant when the armed forces, government an g
other agencies are stressing the need of increased production and the lack of rn_an‘_-

power to produce the very items this “lack of work” normally prodiuces, the officers and
executive board has instituted ae - <

broad survey of facilities and
manpower conditions at. the loecal
plant, '
GE Claims Manpower Shortage
The War Production Board re-
cently revealed a master list of
war .plants under contract with
the UE in which the management
contends manpower shortage is
the reason for cuts in produe-
tion. Among those listed was the
General  Electric  Schenectady
plant and the items effected were
named as radar, radio tubes, air-
eraft engines and sub contracts
for tanks and tank destroyers.
The actual conditions are well
known to the union and even to
many of the rank and file mem-

oy LS
. G

ments. The radié transmitter de-
partment which produces radar
had a peak employment of ap-
proximately 9,000, The first of
this year saw only approximately
1,050 in that department which
means that about 7,000 people
have been laid off or transferred
from that department during the
vear despite the shortage of the
equipment they produced..

The reasons behind this cut-
back is well kinown. The com-

work, in . those..departs

space and experienced, skilled
help is either out of work com-
pletely much of the time or “stay-
ing on the job” by doing some
unskilled work st a greatly. re-
duced rate rather than go home,

Foundry Problem Similar

A similar condition is found in
the steel foundry., According to
government agencies, foundry
‘products ~ are extremely crucial.
The Army has announced it
would have to release thousands
for foundry work and in Elmira,
several hundred Jamaicans have

been . imported . to. carry on pro-

duction because of the reported
lack of help in that city. For-
merly the Schenectady and Elmira

-shops- exchanged: worl ~ b~

Meanwhile, in Schenectady the
steel foundry is working at about
50% capacity and many mold-
ers have been told they should
look for work elsewhere because
of 1the lack of work here. At the
same time GE buys castings
which ean and should be made in
Schenectady from a foundry in
Buffalo, a city in which there is
a ecritieal labor shortage.

Shortage of Tubes

——

licity” claims that they are maine
taining all-out production and
any shortage is the fault of
“manpower.” o i
“Situation Critical” ’
The situation caused by the
company’s . policies is equally
critical from a War Effort an
Local standpoint. Press releaseg
from . Washington daily - tell @
the handicaps our armed force
are facing because of the lack o
equipment and it has been
threatened  that “because thé
shortage is due to lack of mane
power,” GI's would be put in the
war plants to work “on .produge
tion, which would mean that while
a civiliann was earning his regulaf

rate; the GIL..would tbe'-dDil]E‘_—*,‘-ﬂ!Q"&t::"-.-.-l. :

same work for the company fop
$50 2 month. This of course” would
be advantageous to the companies
now producing on the contract
basis but a constant threat tothe
earnings of the war worker,

It s expected and hoped that
many other groups in the city
will join with the union in it8
effort to bring work to Schenec<
tady and to maintain the loeal
employment level now and after

the war. At the present time
ulightly over 20,000 production

was one of the concerns that|nany intends to consolidate its| Another-item -which. -GE says-is

I
gt

"Ag n member of the commit-

-

b}

‘tee and -particularly in view of

the -fact that the General Elec-
tric has been producing a large
quantity of these materials, I im-
mediately set forth to encourage
‘War Production Counecils in our
radio division to encourage pro-
duction, However, we find our-
selves in a peculiar predicament

inasmuch as there have been

6,000 employces laid off or trans-
ferred from our radio depart-
ment since the first of January
of this year, The trend is to-
wards less employment and ac-

The Eager Beaver .

RELP |
PREVENT

RCCIDENTS

could go immediately into pro-|,adio divisions in Syracuse after

duction on a day's notice and

was further ‘informed that a
large order had been released.
to the Schenectady Works, As of
today, we have not seen the
order that was discussed and the
employment situation iz very se-
rious due to lack of work,

Will you kindly investigate as
to why the Schenectady plant of
the General Electric Company is
not given more work in order to
keep all facilities and manpower
oceupied.

Very truly yours,
William Mastriani.

Send In News

Members of: the union are not
only invited but urged to send in
to the editor of the Elecrtical
Union news, news items which they
think would be of interest for the
thousands-of readers of this paper.

It is not necessary to writa the

'story, just jot down the facts as

they are, making sure they are
correct and send them in to union

the war and contrary to GE
President Wilson’s statements
that GE would postpone post-war
reconversion until the war is
safely won and there is no longer
a materisl shortage, the practice
continues. The irony of this situa-

tion ia found in a reported house-

to-house canvass made in Syra-
cuse in an effort to find radio
workers while in Schenectady
where the work was moved away
from, machines are standing idle,
benches are used for storage

short because of lack of man-
power in Scheneetady s radio

tubes. However, the true faets

are that hundreds have been sent
to building one from this “critical”
work. The company is ecarrying
on its plan of de-centralizing by
moving part of the work and
equipment to Utiea, Northamp-
ton and Poughlkeepsie, cities
where there is mno trained per-
gonnel. Also the tube section has
been moved out of building 37 to
make room for a lab, This is also
in spite of the company’s “pub-

workers are employed in the lo=
cal plant. Approximately 15,000
on the day shift, 4,000 on the
second shift and 700 on the third
shift.

" Union to Make Appeal
After its broad survey of faclli

‘ties and manpower, the union id

arranging to contact War Mane
power Commission and War Pro-

duction Board top officials and

malke an wppeal based on facts,
for relief of the local lack of
work condition,

emergency production job?

.
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HaveTA Friend or Relat Fill ThisTn and

RETURN AT ONCE
SURVEY MADE AS OF JANUARY 5, 1945

The war has entered an extremely dangerous and critical stage. Qur army is short
of much necessary equipment. If called upon, would you be willing to help in an
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T e TR | Tt . ' the editorial committee ean use, it
will surely do it. With a little help Il What shifts would you be willing to work?  1st verenrearsesssensasennr 2N e 30 L idseeaeie
from the people in the shop we | ' B
can make our-paper the best one in

the community. - LOCAL 301, UER & MWA 301 Liberty St., Schenectady 5, N. Y.
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