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Professor Howard B. White 
.tw·t:tng Dean, Gradua.te Jra.cul ty 

of Politic.a.l and Social Soi(·mco 
New Schoolfor Social Research 
66 West 12th Street 
New York 11, N.Y. 

Dear Professor White, 

March ~~9, 1902 

In my prev-i.ous le·t·tt~r J: promised. youx a def:i.ni te ans"rer to 
your offer within, at the mosrt, ten days, I lurv(~ been carefully 
weip:h:Lng the various aspects 1 the pros a.nd. cons, and examining my 
ow·n personal and e,cademic preferences and I am sorry ·to have ·to 
tell you that I came to the conclusion that I can't accept your 
offer at the present time. 

You hnV(:! been patien·t ttnd forbearing :i.n first being willing te> 
wait till next year for me to start teaching at your institution 
and giY:i.ng me ·ti.mo t.o m~)J<H u.p my mtnd., so i:;ha:t :rou nrc on-ti tiled 
to a bri.ef <:~xplanation of my ctec:lsion. Foremos·t, I SUPJ?ose, is 
the f'act I sun simply not ready to ·He myself down a year a:nd a. 
half in a.dvftnce, v-rhen my feelings and the prospec·ts which ox:i.st 
for me on this as well aJs the other t::dde of the A"tlRntic hn."\l"e not· 
been properly sorted. out. Secondly, I believe tha:t by experience 
and preference I i'muld be be·t·ter equi:pped ·to ·teach at a 11. beral 
arts col leg~} where my cont£tcts would he p:nldominaxd~ly with untle:r
F~radu.at~:s;, than to tnke on. gra.dua:te ins·t:ru.otion at a big city in
stitu·tio:n. And th:i.rdly I am rather reh:~.o·tnn·t ·to loca:te myself once 
a.g~in in New York City 1rhere ·the :f'riot:l.cms of megalopolis antl other 
~urpec-ts of ·bhe cd·hy (such as cl:i.ma·te) :r.•athe:r a.ppa.l rrw and. my wife, 
It :i.s quite possible ·that haU? a year from nov1 those i'n.c·tors would 
'veigh moro lightly wi.th me ·than they do a,·t ·proson·L I:iut your u.:n<ler
stn:ndablo need ·to' have eJ d.efin.i·he a'nsw·c~r from me a:t tld.s ·time :f.orctes 
mf; ·to cast ·the complex balance now. I have :felt hon.or(-}d by your o:f:t'er 
- extended to me as a person known to you only by recommendation and 
my ;v·ri tings; and U:, has caused me a grer:di ooal of anguish ·to rea.oh the 
d!eci~d.on '\Vh::lch I ·a,m commun:l.co:ting to you, I hope tha.t I have noJti in
conveniGnc~Hl you unduly rmr1 t,ha:t you will accept my H.nswer ~i·th sym
pathetic 1.UH1erstH.ndlng. 

Very sincerely yours, 



l)(Jan Jicn•;<~\:t'd 'Jfhi t;e 
N~w ~)<.)ho<;~l., Ort~d'l.tt~~.te F'f.M~u:l:cy 
60 Waf:lt 12 Btl)E~Ot 
N$w Yo:r.~~k, ll., N .'Y-
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