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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

TRANSCRIPT OF MAY 3, 1990 INTERVIEW
BETWEEN JAMES GILL AND DALTON PREJEAN

Um, *** before we start 1s there anything, before I ask

you any questions, 1s there anything you want to say,
did you have in mind when you said you wanted to talk

to me, 1s there anything you want to say first off? Do
that, okay?

Just, just, there’s nothing **=*

Well, let me ask you some questions, you have a lot of
time to think around here, can you tell me what you
think about during the day?

Ah, it’s most a lot of things, you know, time has
healed *** just what they’re going through, just as
you’re going, and mostly you think of the family and
mostly my son because I’m wondering how he’s growling up
and *** goes so fast, you know, and those times I have
with him, you know, I cherish, but I wish I was there
more to be a father to him like a father should and
that takes a lot out of me, you know? *#** T gilive great
thoughts to my mistake that I made in life -- something
I can’t bring back, you know, and I think about
Cleveland children’s, you know, they don’t have a
father either -- and that there mistake I have made ***
can’t turn that around either -- and makes you go back
and forth, you know, trying to figure out if something
had been done earlier it could have all been avoided,
you know -- the state would a did something that should
have been years ago, my life wouldn’t be hanging 1in the
balance and Mr. Cleveland would be alive and nobcdy ‘
told nobody, my family *** records that had been there

for years and they were just there, and
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

You mean the records, you’re talking about when you
were held at LTI?

Right.

So what do you think the state should have done to
spare you and Trooper Cleveland?

If they would have gotten (me) some help and at least
told the family of those records -- or at least
informed the probation department down in Lafayette or
even 1n Texas of this problem back then -- then I could
have been dealed with then at a younger age **=*

You say you shouldn’t, you say you shouldn’t have been
on the streets at that time, or you should have been

under some supervision -- (or some kind of treatment?)

Not necessarily have to be on the streets but could
have been dealed with either by a hospital or by a
clinic -- where if a *** find out about this problem
instead of pushing it back in the files and leaving it
there without telling anybody that it was there.

Were you aware of this at the time?
No. I haven’t been aware of this until now.

You didn’t know what your problem was?
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Gill:
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

No. *** T had saw a doctor but never knew the reports

that come about from seeing a doctor -- no one ever
told me until now of this problemn.

Let me just continue on then -- what you think about.
Do you think about God all the time?

Well He plays the biggest part of my life because He’s
brought me a long way and He’s given me more faith and
understanding, you know, to understand people more and
what has grow is (doomed) to grow and His faith as well
and with that I am able to understand you know things

that I didn’t understand back then that I can

understand now. Things might upset me back then, don’t

upset me now, but yet, I can understand and deal with
it in a more human way.

Were you a Christian when you arrived?

I’m sorry . .

Were you a Christian when you arrived here?

No, I went to church, but I wouldn’t say I was a full
Christian then. I tried to get baptized years ago, a,
but unfortunately my aunt wouldn’t let me.

This is the aunt you abused you?

Right. Well, I still went to church and all and I
believed in God *** but right now I believe stronger in
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Him and more or less 1n His faith and He’s a given me a
more better outsight on life itself.

What about on death, did He help you to prepare for
what may be happening to you?

Well, we all have to die, and I, I have always thought
about death before even I come to prison, but then I
knew we all have to die, and I don’t, I don’t fear
death, you know, ‘cause I know one thing that if I do
die, my troubles are over, my pain 1is over, you know,
but personally what I worry about most is my family and

people that love me and what they have went through
because of me and I

Your death will upset them?
Huh? [Noise]
Your death will distress your family?

My family and a whole lot of people who have stood by
me, you know and who believes in me and not just took
one side of the story, but looked at the i1ssues and the
person and I don’t fear death, ’‘cause I like I’ve said,
you know, I’ll go to a better place than here, you
know, my journey is not over with yet.

**%* Apart from your family, are you saylng that you
would rather die than spend the rest of your life here?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

No, because 1f I live, I will live with the mistakes
I’ve made and that’s really what it’s all about -- I

think prison was actually about living with your

mistakes and that being in pain with your mistake and
that way could you learn #*x*x*

So [you’re saying you’ve learned?]

You learn and you educate, because if you stay here

[noise] *** your family, but you educate other people
that’s come along -- just like we make mistakes since
you were younger and you can teach them, you know, I’m
not saying that everyone is -- will change, but you can
make a difference and you can give a thought to what’s
being taught.

In what way did you change? -- -You were baptized?
December 10th ’83.
Sorry, what was that?

December the 10th /83

‘83 -- What other changes would you say have come over
you in your time here? |

Well, I’ve learned to be patient, you know, far as
listening, you know, and being aware of what’s going on
around me. Taking notice in other people’s problems
and not just my own, you know.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Other inmates?

Other inmates, family, whoever, it could be a stranger,
because we all have problems in life and we can’t just
think of just yourself in life, there’s other people
around you and other people with problems. You’re not
the only one who has problems in life so you have to

try to #*#** might be a small hand but at least try give
a effort anyway.

*** The Cleveland family has problems, of course. Have
you ever sent any kind of message to them?

No, I didn’t do it -- the simple fact that I didn’t
know 1f I was doing more -- bringing more pain than I
would be doing good and I feel that it wouldn’t be
appropriate for me to do it *** cause I feel it would
just bring more pain =-- bring back memories of what
actually happened, you know. But like I say, I have
sympathized concerning different thoughts.

What about, what 1f I say what message would you, would
you send to Mrs. Cleveland and the son?

That would be the same as I spoke to the pardon boards
on, please do not hate me for the rest of their life,
you know, ‘cause that hatred would soon destroy thenm,
‘cause if it stays in them, sooner or later it will
come out and the way it come out might not be a way in
which themself even like. That’s about keeping things
inside you -- holding things inside you, but eventually
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Dalton:
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it will come out and no one knows who’s on who or what
about.

Well, as you know, they, they want to see you executed
and they say that their problems won’t go away until
you are. What do you say about that?

Well, I don’t believe that. ‘Cause I mean the problem
still lies in their heart, because even though I’m dead
their problems and their memories still won’t go away
even though I’m dead. When you look at the kids, I’m
still dead, their husband’s still dead. I can’t
believe Mrs. Cleveland actually means this from her
heart, ’‘cause I don’t believe she’s that kind of lady.

Get back to daily life here. How, how often do you
have visitors? Who comes to see you?

Well, my mother, my son and my sister and them tries to
come up here as often as possible, when they can get a
ride. They try to come twice a month if they can, you
know. And my girlfriend, Jennifer, comes. They all
try to come when they’re able to come as much as
possible, which we writes one another.

Are you on good terms with your mother?
Yes.

Do you blame your mother for any of your problems?
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

No. That’s a -- I couldn’t do that because I didn’t
know it was more or less not understanding. And that’s
why I say in my time well being here, I have learned to
understand and patient has been more understanding to
me -- where as God and with that I talk a lot and I got
a basic understanding of it all and you can’t change
what happened so why dwell on it. ‘’Cause if I hate
someone, how can I ask for forgiveness for something
I’ve done?

What about **+*

I speaks with them too, and *** as well

x %%

* % %

What about your son, you are very close to your son,
you are very fond of your son -- do you, do you spend
much time thinking about the problems he has as Dalton
Prejean, Jr.

I give that great thought, but I believe him growing up
and him taking life as I do one day at a time and just
live for today, you know. I’ve told'him, you Know,
there will be problems in life, you know, some that we
don’t agree with, but some we have to live with and if
you can well, just adjust and be yourself, you know,
and don’t let nobody change you, use your own mind -- I
feel you will be a better person yourself. Where is if
something 1is wrong and you need to talk to me about it,
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

please do. Don’t feel afraid to come to me to talk to
me about anything, because I am here. And he’s come

along well, you know, so far his problems as being
Dalton Prejean, I don’t actually believe he has a
problem with his name because I’ve said he should be
proud of his name. I don’t believe **x*

I’'m not saying that, but children can be cruel to each
other.

Yes, well he has little ways to ***, I guess he has
dealt with it. We talk about it *** put I believe he

has adjust to that and don’t let it bother him like he
did when he was a little bit younger.

What will happen if you die? How will he handle that?

I can’t give you an answer to that ’‘cause I don’t know.

' i

When he was born you were already in here.
No, I was in the parish

You were in the parish when he was born? You were in
custody when he was conceived? Did you ever think that
maybe the best thing for him would ce just for his
mother to say your daddy’s dead and not tell him where
you were?

No, because that would be the same as -- that would be
telling him a lie and that’s something that I don’t
never want to tell him. Why should she tell him
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

something like that because I am alive, you know,
‘cause no one, like I said, no orie knows the future.

Now, a lot of folks didn’t figure we could get this far
in life.

Right.

But, I am here. So, we never know what tomorrow holds
so we live just for today.

Okay, you say that spending the rest of the time in
prison would require you to live with the consequences
of what you did, but what const:uctive things can you
see about spending life -- what makes you prefer life
here over the death that you dc not fear?

Because in time, I’m hoping anc praying that the system
can put people such as myself ' ‘th *** younger people
before they reach this stage i1 life with problems such
as mines, because kids are sensitive and they wants to
be heard, you know, a lot of parents are here and don’t
hear and don’t give them assurance that they are loved
until something happens. But I believe the parents
should tell their kids they’re loved before something
happens, tell them that they’re loved and be able to
talk to them, where as ***, You know, most parents --
well -- kid do something or one that’s older tell the
parents the kids done something instead of *** the care
out, they will always take the *** boy over the kid,
and I don’t agree with that because I believe a kid has
the right to speak out and be heard you know *** as an
adult.

10
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Well you seem to be saying that your own childhood
didn’t have **=*

No 1t didn’t.

Can you tell me, tell me what you remember about
growing up from the earliest time you can recall.

*** many years ago, I lived with my Auntie at the time
and 1t was always a up and down struggle. It’s **x=*
now, but at the time I didn’t know that she was my
Auntie, I always thought she was my mother. I wasn’t
aware of my real mother or father at the time. So
that’s why I had to live with them, you know. Mostly
my Auntie was ***,6 though my Auntie. I don’t know if
she was trying to bring me up as my grandmother or
father brung them up or what but, it was always chaos
when she come from work or something it was always,
always a bad time for me because she always take her

frustration out on me.

You’re talking about beating you up?

Yea.

How often?

Very often, any problems she had it was always took out
on me, you know. I don’t know 1t was a time I wondered

if she took it out ’‘cause I was around my uncle he
brung her up one time, always took it out on me, but it

11
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

G1ll:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

wouldn’t have done any good ‘cause everyone around the
house knew I didn’t do what was happening and saw what
happened, couldn’t get any help.

Nobody did anything, nobody tried to help you?

No. Only person I actually talked with, you know, was
a close friend I have in #***,  you know. But, I just
have to live with it you know, and after I did find out
about my grandmother and them, you know, I would turn
and I could tell a lot of times when I did come down

*** I could see a change and mood in her, you know, but
eventually I stayed.

**% Your aunt was, she drank or
She was an alcoholic -- still is.
Do you ever see her these days?

I haven’t saw her since ’83.

Okay, so how did you find out who your mother was.

With my real mother, I found out when I come down for a
summer and I was at my uncle house and my mother came
by there with my two sisters and my grandmother. She
told me who she was but it still didn’t sink in until
my uncle and them told me, but still it was just -- it
just didn’t kick in. They talked about it.

How old were you at this time?

12
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:

Gill:

I’d say about 11 or 12. Might have been maybe younger
than that about 10 -- 11 or 12.

So 1t didn’t sink in. Did you go back to Houston then?

No, I was definitely sent to stay with my uncle, but my
mother came and got me. And he had told me who she
was, you know. So, she took me to her house and I
stayed the rest of the summer with her and my
grandmother and them.

And then went back to Houston?
I went back when school started again.

And how was your Aunt *** then?
She was like the same person she had always been, you
know. See I was, actually I was really caught on
between love and despising her at one time because of
what she’d done and not understanding it. That'’s what
made me more or less angry because I didn’t understand
why 1t was all happening, but yet I was still caught up

Al &
Why all this abuse was happening, you mean?
Yea,

And you loved your aunt nevertheless?

B
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G111z

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

111l:

Zwicker:

Gill:

Yea, because when she wasn’t drinking, she can be kind

but you never know spur of the moment how she’ll turn.

But she was drinking most of the time?

Yea, definitely

What about the other kids in town.
friends there or what?

Dii you have good

At school, I had a few at school. It was mostly around

the neighborhood that I had my friends -- that was
mostly (Lori) and Glenn, (Lori’s) bro~-her and (Billy).
How did you do at school?

So, so

(laughter)

Were the other kids *** The other k: ‘s in Houston were
kind of mean to you 1s that true?

Yea, that was because of my ears.

Your ears?

Yea

You’ve got ears some under there somewhere.

A roach.

Oh, a roach,

14
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Do you want roaches from New York. Our roaches eat
your roaches.

So how much longer did you stay with your Aunt, what
was her name? T you said?

Mary.
Yea, oh Mary.

I went back and forth actually, ‘cause I came back here
then I went back to Texas that summer and that’s when I
*** T find out about my mother and them and actually
liked being around my brother really, your know, it was
good to know that I did have brothers and sisters and I
actually didn’t want to stay after I find out that I

did have brothers and sisters and a mother somewhere
else, you know.

But how did it affect you to find out that you’d been
under a misapp-- being someone else’s mother all this
time -- did you feel you’d been rejected or deceived?

I just couldn’t understand it really. I just couldn’t
put it all together the reason why. Actually I didn’t
get that fully understanding of this since I been up
here that me and my mother actually have sat down and
had a talk concerning this. I just at times I did want
to talk about it when I was still out there but I never
brung it up. '

15




Gill: %k *

Dalton: Well, me and my *** friends ***, we used to speak about
a lot of things, you know, but this had never came up.
I felt this was something I would have to deal with on
my own and I guess in my own time and it did come about
since I come up here that I was able to talk about it
and got a clear understanding of it and believed in
what she had told me, you know. She did go through a
hard time after she had kids, which I found out that I
wasn’t the only one she had give for someone to keep
until she got well. She had came back from #*** in
plenty of time -- she said, you know, that *** bad for
my Auntie to keep me and she let her. She knew my
Auntie drunk, but she wasn’t aware how much she drank
and how she turned once she started drinking that much.

Gill: Is Aunt Mary your mother’s sister?

Dalton: No 1t’s my daddy’s sister.

Gill: Your daddy’s sister. You became very close to your
brother

Dalton: Yes.

Gill: When you were growing up did you know you had a
brother?

Dalton: No.

Gill: So you were living there as Aunt Mary’s only child?

16
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Right.

Okay, so when did you leave there and when did you quit
school?

I left *** /72 -- 772 -- because I had skipped myself
in the 5th to 7th and my friends went to the high .

You excused yourself, you say?

Yea. And I went to the 7th grade and I stayed there a
few days actually because someone called Aunt Mary and.
told her that they saw me at the high school and she

called me at home and inquired about that and I just-
told her yvea

I’'m sorry, at the hospital?

Uh uh, At home, she called me at home and I just told
her yea, you know that I had been to the high school so
that afternoon she got off a work, you know and she
just took me back to Lafayette that night. She used to
always threaten me with that--taking me back to
Lafayette--but I never -- I ain’t paid it no mind
really, you know. So when she took me back I stayed.

That wasn’t a bad thing then, huh?

No, but she didn’t know that at the time.

So, you went back to your mother’s then?

17



Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Right.

But you had already discovered that she really was your

mother, before that?

Right.

So what age are you now, when you went back, you went

back to Lafayette to live you were how o0ld?

13. About 13 about 12 -- 13 at the most.

And what about school? Did you go to schoc
Lafayette?

No, I went to school a few days there, I g._
‘cause of fighting ‘cause me and the princ:

not get along -- see eye to eye and *** I
reform school for **=*

Well, who were you fighting?

Another dude that went to school there.

And you had to go to reform school for tha:i:?

.
L1
-

at out
. could
to

(1

Yea, because I didn’t go back because the principal was

putting more things that happened that dicn’t happen

Okay.

18




Dalton: And I saw it so I just told my mother I wasn’t going.
So we tried to switch schools but they wouldn’t do it -
- I just didn’t go.

Gill: What school was that?

Dalton: Lafayette Elementary.

Gill: * &

Dalton: Mr. Gray, that was the principal name, Mr. Gray.

Gill: Mr. Gray? Okay. So how long were you in reform
school?

Dalton: I think i1t was six or seven months.

Gill: And then when you got out, you got in trouble again

pretty soon?

Dalton: No, I got out the first time, came back, Aunt Mary came
and got me again.

Gill: After your abuse?

Dalton: Yes, she came back and got me again, but I didn’t stay
because I had to be returned because I was still on
parole and I came back to Lafayette and I didn’t

graduate reform school until ’74. **=*

Gill: Wasn’t ‘74 when you shot the cab driver.

19




Dalton: 74 right.

Gill: And how long were you out of reform school when that
happened.

Dalton: I had got more than 2 or 3 years.

Gill: So what had you been doing, were you working, going to

school or what?

Dalton: Well, I tried, tried to find work. I was working
different odd jobs, but nothing significant.

Gill: You were only 14 when that happened, right?

Dalton: I think I was 13 -- 13-14

Gill: When you shot the cab driver?

Dalton: Yea.

Gill: Tell me how, tell me about that, how did that happen,

or why did that happen?

Dalton: ‘Cause more or less, kids getting out -- trying to make
a hustle and don’t know what they’re doing actually --
and doing something for the first time like that and
panic, I more or less panicked.

G111l: What made you panic? You were trying to rob the cab
driver, right?

20




Dalton:
Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Robinson:

Gill:

Dalton:

Robinson:

Dalton:

51113

Dalton:

c1ll>

Dalton:

Right
And he wouldn’t cooperate?

It wasn’t so much that he wouldn’t cooperate, just
saying kids being scared

Sorry, sorry, sorry -- 1s that okay?
x % %
Is that okay?

Yea

It’s always a pleasure when I ***_, That’s all I get on
the phone. And I don’t get mail so ***

**%* Andrea.

So let’s get to that *** The question was why, why did
you do it *** two kids you and some other kid trying to

hustle some cab driver and, and for some reason you

panic.

I was already scared, scared from jump street and

feeling that he was going for a gun
So you all were inside the cab at the time?

No, we both had got out from each side (actually)

L1




Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

So, you hired a cab, and rode somewhere and got out and
then stuck him up?

Yes.

And he told you, I’ve got a gun?
From under the seat.

And how did that make you feel?

You know, 1it’s a scary feeling, ‘cause *** gstjil]l --
what I had said -- kids doing something they don’t kn
nothing about. I still leave the scene at the time
because I was a (kid) and the same person *** I migh -
have done something doesn’t mean I don’t hold no
concern behind my actions and I was there, matter o
fact I’m the one *** matter of fact, and . . . That
night it was a strange feeling ’‘cause you do someth
and sit back and think and realize what you have dcn
you do things out of reaction, come back to sit down
and realize what you have done, you understand and y 'u
don’t understand what you done. What have it all
accomplished.

Did you get any money?
No.

So what did you do after you shot him, like what d4d:d
you do *** Did you run?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

We ran, but I came back

To see how he was -- to check on him?
Yea, ’‘cause I ran -- I don’t know if I ran around the
corner, but I came back, you know -- I didn’t go in the

lot where he was at. I looked from a distance, you
know, and I just stood there, you know I *** go into
another, another feeling

Did you think to call an ambulance or anything?

Well, the lady on the street had called the police and
*** ambulance car, ’‘cause I was still there when they
came, you know. ’‘Cause I don’t know it’s just hard to
actually describe the feeling that, you know, knowing
that you’re the one that caused it. Something you have

to deal with
Were you surprised that you had done it?
Surprised, more or less at my, my own self -- shocked

actually, ’‘cause something I don’t know why *** done

before and gotten in deeper trouble, you know, that was
* %k %

Well had you, before that, had you thought yourself
capable of (killing)?

No. Never have.

Never wanted to?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Didn’t want to.

So this was something, this was a reaction to his

reaching, as you thought, for a gun?

* % %

*** take him to the hospital?

They took him -- the ambulance =-- just laid in the seat

of the car for a while. After that I just walked off,

you Know?

And you went home?

No. I didn’t go home that night.
auntie house that night.

I stayed over my

In Lafayette?

Yes.

Were you scared?

Yes, very. Just kids got one way of doing and they
realize what you got yourself caught up in -- it’s like
being alone all awhile all over again and you really

don’t have but one alternative.

What did you think you were going to do?

24




Dalton: Think about 1t, you know. Just tried to sit down and

put thoughts together, you know, but still come up with
the same thing. You made a big mistake.

Gill: What about, what do you remember about the cab driver,
did you know what his name was?

Dalton: I know it was Albert E. -- I can’t remember

Gill: * %

Dalton: I’m not sure.

Gill: Was he married? Did he have kids?

Dalton: I’'m not aware, but I know he was from Church Point I

believe, Church Point, Louilisiana.

Gill: You don’t know anything about him?

Dalton: No.

Gill: Then you -- You were arrested pretty soon after?
Dalton: Arrested next day.
Gill: How come they found you?

Dalton: Oh, they didn’t find me, I found them.

Gill: You went, you turned yourself 1in?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Yes.

And you pleaded guilty in court?

Mmm hmm.
To what, manslaughter #**=*

Actually, I don’t, I don’t -- like I say, I was a kid,
I didn’t know anything about the law and . . . **%

So, anyway they certainly jailed you up, right?
Right.

At that time in your life did you have any *** to think

you had a particular problem *** result in your
childhood *#**?

No.

Did you think you were dangerous to the community?

No, not as much a danger to society or anything like
that because I was just this kid, you know, and all I
felt was reaction to --him going-- thinking he was
going for a gun, but you have to look at it -- you
don’t think of yourself having a problem, see that’s
the biggest thing you have to do is realizing and
facing up that you do have a problem .

But did you think you had one?
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Dalton: And kids -- No. See, but you see doctors, at LTI you

see doctors. They give -- they had me on medication,
but you don’t know what the medication’s for.

Gill: Right.

Dalton: See, you know something’s wrong, but *** jis knowing
what 1s wrong, see? ’‘Cause I had to get myself took
off medication while I was at LTI because it kept me

drained and I, I couldn’t move around -- like I was
always sleepy.

Gill: Do you know what medication that was?

Dalton: I found out later that it was thorazine and another
kind of, another kind of medication -- liquid
medication.

Gill: But the, the affect was to make you drowsy and **+*

Dalton: It kept me sleepy all the time.

Gill: Did you, at this time, spend much time thinking about
the cab driver?

Dalton: I thought about it, you know, (every) time we went back
to the place. When I got out I went back, you know, it
seemed like it just was unreal it was like it all
happened again, you know, just looking at 1t. ’Cause
as a matter of fact we lived right around the corner,
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:
Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

when I come back I realized we lived right around the
corner from that #**+*

(Where) ?
St. Charles Street *#** T had to pass the street every

day, so 1t’s hard not to think about it, plus you

always think about it -- a human life, you know, even
if you young or not.

So 1t was on your conscience?

Yea, because you never know, I didn’t know the man and
I believe anyone should have to die like that, you

know. It was hurting more to realize that he wasn’t

going for a gun and that made *** more worser.
He didn’t have a gqun in his cab?

No. To realize he didn’t have a gun.

What did he reach under the seat or something?
Mmm hmm.

%* % %

Yea.

So, how long were you in LTI for that?

Two years and a half.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

So, what did you do when you got out?

I went and stayed 1n Houston for a while, I *** for a
while, you know. And things started taking a downfall
‘cause first, actually first my brother and my Auntie
had an (argument) *** T watched my brother *** my daddy
and -- I guess -- as I explained earlier my Auntie when
she get to drinking and you in her home, you know, she
wants to put everybody out and it’s all crazy
everybody, which I wasn’t there, I was at my girlfriend
house at the time and she called me over there and tell
me not to come home and I don’t even know the reason
why. So I did come home realizing what had happened.

Your brother was there?
No, my brother had gone when they got in the fight.

SO he was . . .

He had left. She told me her side of the story and I
left and went to a friend of mines and called my
brother, you know and talked to him.

Where was he?

Oh, he was staying with his father in law .

In Houston?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

311>

Dalton:

In Houston. And he was telling me about it, you know
*** she had stabbed him, you know and she tried to stab
my sister in law, which she was pregnant at the time.

So, you didn’t stay with Aunt Mary very long then, this
time?

No, I didn’t stay that long.

SO, you came back to Lafayette?

Yes, came back to Lafayette, but I didn’t leave right
then at that particular time, I talked to my brother
and I say about a week or two weeks later I come home
from work and my uncle it just so happened hadn’t come
home for about three days ’‘cause actually somebody had

pick pocketed him and the reason why he never came home
-=- but he had promised to buy me a car, which when I

walked in I saw it sitting in the driveway, you know,
but I didn’t know he was in there at the time and I
went 1n the house and I took my bath and I asked her
did I have any phone calls so she told me I had and she
sald something about April had told her something smart
or whatever and I just said well you must have told her
something for her to tell you something smart. We had
changed words and left 1t like that. So I asked her
where daddy was and she didn’t say anything so I went
out to the car and daddy was in the car, you know. And
I told him, you know to come in the house he could
sleep in my room, you know and *** between her and him.
So he had came in the house after a while =-- came 1n my
room and I assume she realized that he was in the
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Gill:

Dalton:

house, you know, ‘cause in the room messing around with
him, you know. I was actually, she didn’t leave him
alone, but he wasn’t doing nothing, you know just
trying to get somewhere for work as well as myself
‘cause I had to get up at 5 every morning, you know, to
go to work, and she got mad went into the kitchen and
got a butcher knife and *** the house. And knowing she
had done this, you know I give my clothes -- I don’t --
seem like from that moment on *** all the rage *** the
years that she had mistreated me -- seem like it all
came up then. And *** she come after me with the knife
outside when I left and went outside. I picked up a
jack, jack hammer and I hit her with it and before my
uncle had stopped us from fighting, my friend Glenn **#*
and I left and I stayed there, you know, and she put
all my clothes outside, you know. (My friend would
have to go) So I *** go back there anymore. I went to
work the next day. I went and stayed with my daddy for
a while maybe a week or two weeks before I left, ’cause
I was waliting for my next check so I could come back to
Lafayette, you know. I never, never did see her
anymore until ’78 or ‘79 -- ’78 when she came to court,
you Kknow.

She came to court in ’78?

Yea, she came with my father, my daddy, but she was
more like this she do something and come back to you
just like it just like it never happened. See you
gotta realize *** brother and sister *** used fight in
the house -- I mean this was every Friday and Saturday
night they was fighting in the house.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Now, this 1s when you were at your mother’s house in
Lafayette?

No, this 1s my Auntie house when I was living there.
Okay.
They both, they all drank, you know. Get full of it

and wind up fighting one another. This was every
weekend. She, matter of fact, she *** her twin brother

one time.

So, you never lived there again, right?

No.

So you, what’d you do, quit your job and left town?
Yea.

And came back .

to Lafayette.

To Lafayette. What’d you do then?

Well, first I got a job helping a dude who was fixing
concrete like patios. That was an odd job and then I
finally got a job off shore. ***

Make some money, huh?
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Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gilg;

*** But that didn’t last either because *** to get a

job and not realizing what age I had told the man, you
had to be 18 or older. I wasn’t but 17.

But you told him you were 18, huh?

No, I told him I was 25.

Okay!

They found out eventually when I came back in
They found out through your brother?

Yea, ‘cause he asked me when I came in how old was I,

you know, *** T told him my real age, you know, so he
told me he couldn’t keep me because of that age, you
know, but he said once I’m 18 he will rehire me again,
you Know.

But you never made it?

No.

So was there anybody, well how long was this before
Trooper Cleveland?

Oh, it was a couple months, about two months before
because I came to Baton Rouge looking for work too.

Did you find any?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

i1l 2

Dalton:

Gill:

No, I hadn’t found any yet, I was trying -- I had put
the applications in Baton Rouge, matter of fact a
counselor of mines in LTI #*** cause he was like a big
brother to me when I was at LTI, I stayed with him and
his family and he helped me try to find a job, matter
of fact, he’s the one who *** trying to help me find a
job, you know -- down in Baton Rouge.

Well, were you still living with this counselor looking
for work when the Trooper Cleveland .

I had just come back from Baton Rouge -- matter of fact
-—- one or two days before, matter of fact I came back,
no I came back that Monday and that happened Friday.

Why don’t you tell us a little more about the day. You
were with Joe, right?

Yea.

How did it start off, you went out on the town?

No, I was, me and my brother, we just, I went to his
house that night, see I used to go there most of the
time cause if you didn’t see one with the other, I
wasn’t too far behind -- he wasn’t too far behind. And
that time of the morning I’m real sure we was a home

with his wife. So, I had went over there, you know.

Were you married at this time?
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Dalton: No. I wasn’t married yet. And, I went to his house

and we, like always, clowning *** we always do. We
left and started drinking, you know,

Gill: At his house?

Dalton: Yea. We left and just riding around town. Gone back
his house, between my mother house and his mother in

law house, you know. Just riding around cause in the
summer time going down to the park.

Gill: Going around drinking or something?

Dalton: Yea.

Gill: You had a gun?

Dalton: I didn’t have a gun on me, no. I didn’t have a gun on
me, no.

Gill: Did Joe?

Dalton: No. I didn’t have a gun on ***, And that, like I say
*** clown around this and that. But we came down like
night fall and we came, he had dropped me off early at
my mother’s house so and he came back and got me. **x*
tell me about something and we had left again and
everybody was at his mother in law’s house that day
‘cause they had a card game going on there and that’s
where everybody was at so we left to go over there. We
stayed there for a little while and just drinking and
just clowning with the family and we had left and went
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

-- I left, I left I had to go see Diane about
something.

Diane’s your girlfriend, or ?

Yes. And we talked and *** come back, come back and we
was standing by the car to drinking, you know that’s
when Mike and George came along, my cousin, you know,
and like I say it was Friday night just having a good
time. Then we left and went down the block at the
Harlem Club.

What club?

Harlem

Harlem?

It’s on Washington.

* %k %

And we went 1n there, sitting around there *** Joe
mentioned to me about something, about some girl or
something. We was at the club drinking because Mike
knew, the I think the lady or the dude who was behind
the counter, you know. We didn’t have to pay for our
drinks. We was just sitting there. We stayed ‘til --
for a good little while.

What were, what were you drinking, beer or ?
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Dalton: Beer, I had drunk =-- I think I had some vodka somewhere
in there too, but it was mostly beer and *#*=*

Gill: How many?

Dalton: [shrugged shoulders]

Gill: A lot?
Dalton: Yea, I can’t give you an estimate on that there. Plus
we had mixed it, you know =-- ‘cause lot of times we

mixed in a cup.

Gill: You were drinking #*#*#

Dalton: Mmm hmm. We mixed . . .

Gill: What drugs did you have?

Dalton: Huh?

Gill: Did you have drugs too?

Dalton: Yea, that was, that’s was when we got to ***, you know,
we had smoked some weed -- like I say I don’t too much
like weed but I like angel dust

Gill: Okay.

Dalton: And there was some angel dust there, mostly we had done
1t, but it was mostly done at *** night club.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:
Gill:

Dalton:

Yea, we come back, we come back we stand outside of the

Harlem club and it just so happens Michael Brousard was
standing outside and I knew . . .

% %k %

Yea. I know him through his brother, you know, #**=*,

He wanted to go to the Roger’s and we could catch a
cab. So I asked Joe would he take me, which I knew he
would, you know ***, T was very fond of his mama. His
brother *** used to always look out for me, you know
**%,  you know. So, Joe agreed to take me to the

Roger’s night club. So we left and came back to Joe
mother in law house. And we picked Chicken (Joe’s
wife) up -- we picked my sister up and we all rode,
went to Chicken house. And first we dropped Chicken
off and we left and went to my mother’s house for some
reason I went to my mother’s house and didn’t realize
where it was at the time when I was actually into my
mother’s house, but . . .

And who’s all there, 1t was you, and Joe, and Michael

Brousard . . .
Michael George

*%** so there were five of you?

It was Michael George, me, my brother, Mike Brousard,
my brother’s wife and my sister.
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Gill:

Robinson:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Okay.

If you’re wondering why he keeps referring to Chicken,
that’s what they call *#*x*

% % %

We left and went to my brother’s place and we dropped
Chicken off and we dropped my sister off. Then we left
and went to ***, First we went to *** house and we
came back around to get some gas. Place that had gas
they sold liquor in there as well -- that’s when we
bought some White Bull out of there

Some what?

White Bull -- wine.

Oh, White Bull wine, okay.

And, just drank that #*=*x*

And what time is it now?

39



- Dalton: Might be after midnight. It was after midnight I’d

say. Then we went to Roger’s night club and we stayed
there oh, till about 4 or 5 o’clock.

Gill: When you were there, did you or your brother say
anything about planning to go shoot a cop that night.

Dalton: No. We just actually going in there to have a good
time, you know. Wasn’t about hurting nobody . . .

Gill: It had been suggested that there was *** in the car and
though you said ***, So you left there about 4 or 5

o’clock.
Dalton: 4 or 5 o’clock.
Gill: And you got on the road, who was driving?
Dalton: I was driving.
Gill: * % %
Dalton: Pulled along the road and I assume we were 100 feet

from the club and the cop *** us, you know had me pull
over, hollered for us to get out of the car, which me
and Joe had to switch places because I didn’t have a
driver’s license . .

Gill: So, Joe switched with you?

Dalton: Yes. I was driving cause Joe was . . .
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Drunker than you?

Yes. Actually, I had threw up already, he hadn’t threw
his up yet. So, I slid under. So, anyway, we switched
places. The police still hollered at us to get out for
Joe to get out of the car I was still in the car. And

him and Joe started argquing, you know, and *** same

time he was telling me to get out of the car, but I
still hadn’t get out of the car vet.

Why not?

Because I still don’t know the reason he would actually
want me to get out of the car ’‘cause I feel that all he
had to do was a ticket and let us go or whatever, we '
drinking, you know, he would just took us to his jail
*** ]icense though. I couldn’t see no actual reason
for me to get out the car. So he kept on hollering for
me, you know, but at the same, same token *** he had
Joe pushed down on the hood of the car. Joe was trying
to raise his head up, you know, before I actually
realized that I was I *** and the Trooper looked up at
me and I shot him.

What did you shoot him with?
38.
*** Where did you pick up the gun?

From *** at another girlfriend house of mine.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Robinson:

Gill:

Robinson:

Gill:

Dalton:

Do you pick up the gun on the course of this long day?

Time -- Picked it up when we came to this club here,
because this particular club is the only club that’s

open when all the rest of the clubs is closed down and
*** that I did have and all the kinds of things that

goes down at the club and that’s the reason why I did
get a pistol.

*** protection?

Right.

You weren’t supposed to have a gun, right? Were you
out on, were you released on -- When you were released
from LTI were you on parole or what?

No. I was discharged.

But you were still, you weren’t legally *** to carry a
gun, right? Were you, were you a convicted felon?

No, **x*
As a juvenile or something?

*k%* Clean release.

Okay. So this little game, this was a quick reaction,
you shot him **#%?

Yes.
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Gill: And he had your brother’s head down and you got out the
car and he looked at you

Dalton: Yes.

Gill: And you shot him (in the face)?

Dalton: Yes.

Gill: And how, what did you, how did you feel when *#**?
Dalton: Honestly, you know, it

Robinson: How you doing? How you doing?

Dalton: Alright.

Robinson: You want a drink or something.

Dalton: * k%
Zwicker: Here, we’ll split it.

Robinson: Do you need to go to the bathroom or anything?

Dalton: No, I’'m alright.

Robinson: Almond Joy break?

Dalton: No, I gotta eat my Almond Joys slow.
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Gill: Hmm?

Dalton: Gotta eat my Almond Joy slow.

Robinson: Eat your Almond Joys slow.

Gill: Do you want to rest or carry on?
Dalton: Ccarry on.
Gill: * % %
[Break 7]
Gill: Trooper had your brother on the car. You got out of

the car and he looked at you and you shot him twice --
now what, this 1s something you did with a quick
reaction. How did you, did you realize straight away
what you had done or were you too drunk?

Dalton: Being, actually, I just stood there because I still
today *** see my brother wining and hollering **%*
noticed he had passed me at the same time, you know,
cause everything happened all at once and ’‘cause
Michael Brous-, Michael George had drove off.

Gill: Were they witnesses?
Dalton: Michael George?
Gill: Did they see ***?

ER)




Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

I assume, I don’t even know. I really don’t know.
They was in the car though.

Did you know *** Did he know you killed a cop of the
state?

I think he heard the shots. I don’t think he knew if
he was dead or not, but he heard . . .

What about you, did you know what you had done?

I *** had the gun in my hand, you know. *** I don’t
Know, my brother was telling me something, you know. I
still don’t remember actually what he said, you know,
to this day, but #*** everything, everything I say
happened at once. It all didn’t fully register to me
until moments before we were arrested.

How long before you were arrested?

A couple hours later.

So you took off?

Right.

And how did they catch you -- where did they catch you?
We was at my brother’s house.

How did they find you.
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

I don’t know. They went to my mother house first. I
think they went to Chicken mother house too. I don’t

know how they actually found the address.

So here we’re talking somewhere around 6 or 7 in the

morning. They took you to jail and put you away?

Yea.

Okay, well tell me about the criminal justice system in
Lafayette. How do you feel you were -- you got your --

an attorney was appointed for you, right?

Yes.

That was Mr. Gilbeau?

Yep.

Do you think you got a fair deal?
No.

Tell me why, tell me what -- any particular complaints
you have about the way the trial was handled here, the
whole, the whole system --

Like I say, I don’t so much blame Gilbeau in a sense,
you know it was his first trial plus I’m unaware of how
the system worked at that time so it be hard for me to
know just what’s going on really cause at the time I
would feel that he had done everything possible that
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Robinson:

Gill:

Dalton:

could be done but now when I look back at it I have to

wonder, you know after having lawyers that I have now
who put 1n every effort, you know.

Do you remember the process of selecting a jury?

Right.

And how did that go?

I don’t know ‘cause we had so many people that come in
that day and seem like everybody either had got robbed
or something had happened on that jury when they came
there that day and I listened at so many juries, you
know and I was actually found quilty, you know before I
went on trial.

James, can I just, I don’t know if you’re aware of
something

[Break 7]

*** were all white. Can you recall black candidates

being questioned?

Ms. Taylor in particular, Ms. Taylor. *** It was a lot
of blacks that come through there but it mostly whites
that was actually put 1n *** of the jury, but I had *#*=*
that it was because I had been in Monroe before and it
was the same Monroe that I always remember, you know.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:
Gill:
Dalton:
Zwicker:
Gill:

Zwicker:

Well at the time, did you or Mr. Gilbeau say to each
other that black people were being excluded from the
jury because they were black, was that an issue at the

time or ***, Mr. Gilbeau did he say to you that blacks
were belng excluded.

He tried to get it stopped in the middle of it but the
judge wouldn’t allow him to get the evidence of proving
it -- a motionm that he filed at the time.

SO objections to that were overruled and the trial
proceeded with an all white jury and ***, How long did

1t take the to find you guilty. Were the facts **%*

The whole process took to be tried and convicted and to
be sentenced took a three days.

That i1ncludes the sentence?

Yes.

I’m sorry but how did you plead?
I pleaded not quilty.

He had to.

* % %

There’s also a Loulislana statute which prevents murder-
one people from pleading guilty. He had to plead not
gulilty
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Robinson: What you ought to know is that *** challenged this ***

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

he didn’t testify
*** T didn’t take the stand.

Okay, what about, so now, after you had been found
guilty there is a second trial where they decide what -
- the sentence you’re going to get, right?

Right.
Now this time you didn’t, you weren’t aware of what was
in the LTI files, right? You didn’t know of any

problems you might -- anything that might force you

No, I wasn’t aware of this until I *** the claims being
brung up -- I had a chance to look at the files myself

Your attorney didn’t seek his appeal on these files?
No. It wasn’t any of that. I never.
It was in the files at LTI?

Yea, I never have saw nothing that told me was ever
filed. Only time I had ever got anything from a file
was the attorneys I have now. Anything they told me

was filed I have never saw.

What 1s the *** prosecute *** long time?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

[Break ?]

I assume it was an hour or two hours something I
believe 1f I’m not mistaken.

What was your reaction when they came back with the

death penalty? Were you surprised or scared or both?

Pretty of both you know, ‘cause you never think of
yourself getting sentenced to something like that. I

couldn’t figure out just how this come about, you know.

Were you still 17 at this time, by the time you were
sentenced or had you turned 187

I was 18 then.

But, you were 17 at the time of the offense?

Yes.

Then they put you in the parish jail here, initially?

Yea, I stayed in Monroe jail for about a month then I
was transferred back to Lafayette parish.

When did you get married in all of this?

*79

While you were in -- where were you then?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Lafayette parish jail.

And that’s where young Dalton was conceived?

Right.

* % %

* %k %

Alright. And you came here in 19807?

Yea.

Was Mr. Gilbeau still your *#** attorney?

Right.

Okay. Well then, how did you settle in here?

When you

first came here, how did you cope with it, what was on

your mind?

Well, mostly things, I tried to cope with it by I used

to do a lot of writing.

Writing?

Yea, do a lot of writing.

What sort of writing?

More or less writing home,
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Gill: Letters?

Dalton: Yea.
Gill: Okay. And, then you started to go to Bible classes or
something?

Dalton: They didn’t start the Bible classes up here until, I
think either ’86 or ’85 or ’86 =-- start Bible class,
we just go once a year and we just started that a

couple years ago, ’‘cause other than that, the preacher
come on the cell if you want to take communion or
something like that, but now every year they have a

seminar in September or October for three days and you
allowed to be in a room something like this, you know
but other preachers *** 1nmates that’s the only time
you allowed around #*** inmates an individual period,
without the handcuffs on and to do as you please, far
as walking around and stuff like that.

Gill: So it’s a relief quite apart from any spiritual . . .?

Dalton: Yes. You have to more or less learn it on your own and

have the will to learn it on your own and you know they
have volunteers and stuff that come around too and you
can spend time with them.

Gill: What else do you do. Are there other things that the
inmates are allowed to participate 1n?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

*** about anything. We get to go in the yard three
times a week that’s if the weather is alright and got
T.V. sets 1n about *** that sits in the hallway. You

can write or draw or something like that, make cards or
something like that.

How much do you know about the outside world. I mean

do you know what people what they’re saying about
Prejean?

Yes, I think -- I hear some talk against me, but I can
understand it and -- or mostly agree with it in a to an

extent, but I say they’s talk about me in this way like
that because they don’t know me, they know what they
have read on paper,

About Dalton?
And not actually know Dalton Prejean and

Do you think if people knew you they would be less
inclined to want to see you die?

I believe they would. Because I believe I have come a
long way from changing and understanding and I believe
1f people could see me as a person not just somebody
they read in the newspaper or something or saw on T.V.,
but see a person, you know, a person can change you
know, but you gotta have the will to change and my
biggest i1nspiration is my little son because with him I
have put a lot of thought into -- and see myself in him
and he have taught me a lot more than he’ll realize
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

because I see him doing things that I used to do or

even ask the same questions almost I have asked one
time or another, and

Do you see yourself in him?
Yep.

Does that alarm you i1n any way? Do you feel concerned
about his future?

Very, but see, kids going to be kids. And he’s not a
bad child. I don’t consider myself as a bad child, you
know. I don’t agree with what I have done in my life,
but things that happened in my life that I don’t want
to happen to him, you know. See where the difference
come 1n between me and him is that I’m going to always
reassure him that he is loved and cared for and that he
can be talked to and can talk to me and don’t have to
worry about being whipped or worry about being fussed
at regardless of what it is .

The things that happened to you?

No, Jjust

You don’t have to worry about -- You want him to have
the bond as 1f you didn’t have with your *#*=*,

Right. And with that, you know, I believe I was a kid

over the years *** who *** come to his parents and talk

to them without being come down on hard, you know. I’m
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Gill:

Dalton:

G1ll:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

not at all saying that I’m going to agree every time
with him, you know if he had done something, but I’m
going to talk to him and I’m not going to chastise him
every time he do something either, you know. With that
I mean, you know, I will understand him just like he
must understand me. And he understand his schooling
better -- he gotta worry about somebody putting
pressure on him ‘cause I don’t want him to do anything
that he don’t want to do or feel comfortable with.
‘Cause 1f someone don’t feel comfortable in doing
something, they not going to do it anyway, you see.

So, therefore I want him to feel comfortable in doing
things in his own little life in coming up. And I feel
strong and proud of him and he will be a great person
once he grow up. I’m very proud of him

When’d you last see him?

Last Friday.

So he comes up here whenever he can?

Yep, supposed to come up Saturday, I believe.

Well, what exactly do you think your problem is?

My problem?

Yea, I mean we know about your background *** and you
say you didn’t think you were a bad kid. **#%* Dalton,

you Killed two men which is a serious thing, I mean
what is it that made Dalton Prejean do this. What 1is
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your problem? Are we talking about a medical problem?

How do you see the impulse that made you commit these
crimes?

Dalton: *** Both medical and back then I didn’t understand
myself and not being able to really cope with life
itself, you know. But in the time that I’ve done, I’ve
grown and with my growing I’ve learned about patience
and *** ]like I said God’s a help and *** deal with a
lot of the problems, you know. I believe if I was
allowed the chance, I can become -better, a better
person because with time you can become better and I
believe I can become better in life.

Gill: Yea, *** So you find *** this great big change since
you came here?

Dalton: Right.

Gill: Well, could you *** on the outside? Or would you be a
menace to society?

Dalton: I couldn’t actually give you an honest answer on that
there because I would have to live here first, you
know. I’m in a cell right now I’m around people but I
want to be around people here first and adjust to this
world first and with that if I’m able to adjust to
being around that and see my own self better myself
maybe some day I probably could but I believe at this
time 1t would be better for me to stay here and get the
education that I need and I think I have to give back
something to society, you know to really live 1in it.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

They don’t educate you on death row, right?

No-

What do you expect to happen, I mean you’ve got another
date 1n a couple of weeks, are you optimistic?

I *** just live for today, you know. I can’t predict
the future, you know, I don’t even try, you know.

Well, as you say, we all die, which is true, very few
of us know 1n advance when and how. *#** How do you
prepare for a thing like that?

So far as myself, I’m at peace. I don’t fear death ***
cause I don’t believe it’s going to solve anything.
They said capital punishment forces people to be deter,
but I don’t see no kind of deterrent in crime.

Didn’t deter you did 1it?

No, and it didn’t deter a lot of people, see a lot of
people, they spend more time, they spend more money

trying to kill them than trying to find the problems
behind my actions. And I always wonder do I have to
take the blame by myself when they knew the problems
*k% years ago but yet they never done anything about
it. The same system that trying to kill me today .

You’re mad at the system right?
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Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

The system work for some people. It don’t work for all
peocple. It depends on who you are and who your victim
are. Because I’m a always feel that if it had been me
or my brother had been killed it would have been a shut
case and we wouldn’t a heard any more about it. But
1t’s not, it’s me -- I’m poor, you know, don’t have the
finance to find people when you needed them and you
caught up 1n it and don’t know what you doing and don’t
know anything about the system at the time and you put
all your trust 1n the system, and the system fail you
like it done before, but you don’t realize that as a
youngster, you know. It took me a lot of thought, a
lot of time to look into this and see it. It took the
lawyers I have right now they had to come clean out of
state, you know. You have to wonder, you Kknow people
right here in this state won’t give you help, you know
or turn theilir heads on you and always looking for a
dollar bill, you know. You don’t have a dollar bill or
know the right people, you stuck out, you know. I
don’t know makes you feel like a person can’t change,
you know he’ll always be the person that he is just
because a person made a mistake in their life, you
Know, a person can change, you know. And I’m proud of
myself if ain’t nobody else proud of myself that I have
and I have come a long way, you know and I’m a always
believe that regardless of what happens to me.

If you had been a white kid with a lot of money, where
would you be today?

I wouldn’t be in prison
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Gill: *** that’s right.

Dalton: At least 1f I did have to come to prison, I wouldn’t
see death row period.

Gill: When you shot the trooper, did you have any thought in
your head as to what might happen to you? I mean
obviously *** capital punishment. Do people who
commit homicides have time or inclination to think
about the electric chair when they do it?

Dalton: No.

Gill: Do you think capital punishment would deter anybody
from a homicide?

Dalton: No.
Gill: Do you think it does any good at all?

Dalton: No. Capital punishment is not going to solve anything
to no one 1n society. It’s not capital punishment that
going to solve it, it’s people that get caught up in
*** that don’t have *** get out there and trying to get
it and find themselves in deeper trouble and don’t have
the money to put a defense up and you find you got
juries and judges don’t get a personal interest in --
no matter what you do you going always fall flat.
Capital punishment is for who? Who do we see on death
row is nothing but the poor. Not just black, white --
you find poor you don’t find no rich, you know. That'’s
how 1ts always been and going always be. And I can’t
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

see how that actually happened and carry these things
out, you know and well even the executioner himself
makes some pennies off how to kill a human being in
this way and feel proud about himself by doing it.
They say 1n their own law how to kill is capital
punishment, but they pay him $400 to kill us.

$450 I think it is actually. Well the people in favor
of it, they’re outside don’t say it does any good, they
just say society has a right to punish its worse
criminals and if somebody were to get off, its too bad,
but the *** do you think society has the right to
punish people who have taken other lives?

No, cause 1it’s still not going to solve, it’s not going
to bring the victim back and I don’t see where one kind
is worse than another, as far as murder is concerned a
life is a life and that’s another thing I don’t
understand that they have put more value on a police
life 1s like he’s more than a human being but he’s just
like me and you, you know, but to put more value on his
life that makes me think that’s prison in itself, you
know and *** make it out to be. I’m not saying they’re
all like that but there are some like that. Who cares
nobody ever challenged them, they always challenge #*#*x,
They try to challenge them but still find themselves

beat out.

Let me ask you this, there are 34 people here on death
row. Since you’ve been here a few of them have been
executed, how much contact do you all have a *** like

you’re in the same boat? Do you feel **#*
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

You feel a very bad feeling when you spend time with
*** on death row you spend years with them and some
like your whole family You talk about your family his
family you know like you friends, you talk to them
about 1it, you know and consult with them and you love
them just like a family.

Do you get a chance to talk at all and how often?
The cells are right next to each other

But isn’t it a straight row, I mean you can’t talk to
the guy who’s 10 cells down?

You come out of the cell for an hour a day.
*** Which execution affected you the most?
It was Robert Wayne Williams.

Why?

Because, me and him was real close and he favored my
uncle 1in Houston matter of fact we just

He what your uncle?
He favored my uncle.

Oh, he favored your uncle, he looked like your uncle?
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Dalton: And he was a real fun person, you know, and Alvin
Moore, you know Southstein being buried and all they’ve

all took their toll on my life, you Know you can see
jJust how the system is more or less.

Gill: Sorry,
Robinson: Joe, it’s a two hour tape
Zwicker: It says one hour and 37 minutes

Robinson: I’11 keep my mouth, you know how Joe gets when I give
him advice

Gill: Can you start that last part again about Robert Wayne

Williams. How its affected you, you were talking about
the people you know.

Dalton: Just how funny life is really. Here today - gone
tomorrow. You know and people spend their lives around
You get to know them you get to know them better than
the system actually know them. You know they’ve been

given a bad deal and its actually hard to understand
how can it be.

Gill: Did you see all these man prepare themselves for death.
How does each of them handle it?

Dalton: Some handle it in different ways, you know some have to
read, some do more writing to just try to pass the
time. It’s more or less want to be by thelir self or

62




Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

someone closer to them will go talk to them, they

looking for an answer how this has happened, you know.

They claim to hope to the end.

I believe that everyone should. I don’t believe you
should put yourself in the grave before it’s time.

Are you aware that people gather outside demonstrating
execution night?

Sister Helen and them?

Well, yea, Sister Helen on one side

I was always aware of Sister Helen, I’m sure other

people was too, you know, and I can’t say anything
about the other side cause I don’t that there is
something they are doing out of revenge so far as to

*** ] forgot the name I know they’re parents of the
victim of Robert uh,

Hathaway.

It’s more of a revenge thing that *** T wish the
Clevelands wouldn’t hate me for the rest of their life,
it brings such a toll, hate, but I give great respect
to Sister Helen and them and all they have supported me
because they have saw me a person and not just look on
one side of the issue, but on both sides of the 1ssue
and give me a chance you know it’s not going to solve
anything by killing me, you know I don’t understand it
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and I probably never will, they say there’s a
deterrent, but I don’t see no deterrent. They’ll hear
one side of the story *** hear one side of the story
but close their eyes to the other as if it don’t exist
but it very much exist, but this is just for some
people, you don’t do it to all people sometimes you **=*
i1t’s good for others but not good for me. It’s always
puzzled me how can 1t be. Cause a life is a life, a
human being 1s a human being, and how can you cut short
those claims when a man’s life is at stake? 1It’s a
whenever come to see or understand that point in life
but our system I’m glad there are good people who can
analyze these facts and realize just what’s happening.
We need more people to stand up and make a statement
and say something about what they feel and not be
afraid to speak their own mind and what they feel, you
know. I believe there would be no capital punishment.
Cause we got so many people who are afraid to speak out
just don’t want to speak out because of their
colleagues or someone 1s going to say, you know. Why
do you have to go by what someone else say, be your own
person and speak what you want to speak, you know,
cause don’t wait ‘til you find your family member or
somebody close to you in a predicament before you
decide to speak out, you know. You’re not doing them
no good, you know. *** Capital punishment can never be
good because to kill an innocent person, you could
never bring him back and you can’t file anything else
on that.
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- Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:
Dalton:

Gill:

Robinson:

Dalton:

What kind of man do you hope your son will become and
how can he and other kids avoid the sort of trouble you
got into? That’s two questions really.

First thing is that be patient and understanding and
finish their schooling and if they can finish their
schooling they’re moving up in life and getting an
education field and whatever they pick in the field
keep with it not let someone distract them you know and
i1f something’s wrong don’t be afraid to ask someone
That’s something that I as a kid was afraid to do, to
reach out and ask, but I found out there’s nothing
wrong with asking for help and if something you don’t
understand, ask. Cause if you don’t ask, you’ll never
understand it and you’ll never go forward you’ll always
be at a stand still. So I believe he stay in school
and just be him and not let his direction in life you
know in what he want not me or his mother but what he
wants, not what we want, you know. You school your
kids so far up and down the road, but he’s going to
have to live his life, not us.

So it’s up to him, right?

Right.

Give me a chance for a second

(What does your brother mean to you?)

My brother, you know, he means a great deal to me.
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Gill:

Dalton:

Gill:

Dalton:

Dalton:

Robinson:

Dalton:

Robinson:

Zwicker:

Dalton:

How o0ld is Joe, now?

He’s 31 -- 31 now. *** He schooled me in a lot of
things, you know, taught me in a lot of things make me
understand. At the time we was kids you know I might
do something, he’d jump in my case about it, but and
I’d get mad, but as I’ve grown you know I’ve understood
just why his reasons behind it. Because as *** as he
had got in trouble he didn’t want me to fall in the
same path, you know and I love him for doing that you
know, because I love him you know, very much.

Does he still write to you.

Mmm hmmm.

He come Friday . . . (tears run down his face).
You’re doing great kiddo.

I’'m alright.

You okay?

You okay?

Mmm hmm.

Robinson: Have a chance to talk to Nancy?
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Dalton:

Robinson:

Dalton:

Zwicker:

Dalton:

Robinson:

I spoke to her Tuesday. I think she’s supposed to come
tomorrow not tomorrow, Saturday, she’s supposed to
bring D.J. up here.

What does she mean to you?

She’s a sweet lady, she’s my godmother, you know she
always come through, stuck by me ever since we met you
know. And ever come along way herself. She always got
*** so she’s always there to listen, you know. Give a
helping hand. She always does what she can, you know.
I will respect and love her for that, you know.

What about Jennifer?

She’s a person who I am grateful for. You don’t find
many sister *** I’m glad to have her in my life and her
happiness means more to me than a lot of things in life
because she’s deserving of that, you know and I wish I

had many years to go, you know *** think about someone
in life you dream of someone in life but you never
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