STATE OF NEW YORK

A .VA..'5.6‘2——A
| 1975-,1976 Regularf Sessions
SENATE-—ASSEMBLY

(Prefiled)
- J‘an.uary 8, 1975

. ‘\\V

IN SENATE———Introduced by Sen S’I‘AFFORD—read twice and
“ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to the

Committee on Conservation and Recreation-—committee dis-. =

_‘charged, bill amended, ordered reprmted as amended and recom-
_ nntted to sald committee , ‘ i :
IN ASSEMBLY——Introduded by Mr. HARRIS—-Mulu bponsored
‘by—Messrs. HALEY, RYAN, LANE, TAYLOR, SOLOMON,
o DQKUCHITZ D’ANDRDA SDARS—read onee and referred to

“‘the: Committee on Envmonmental ‘Conservation—reported from. .

" committee, advanced 1o a third reading, amended and Qrdered
: reprmted I’Btdll’llng m place on the order of thlrd readlng

tp amend the en\uronmental conservation Iaw in reiation to

addmonal dutles of the department

The People of the State of New Yorlc represented W Senate omd
Assembly, do-enact as: follolws., '

Cal. No. 60 -

Sectlon 1, The environmental conservatmn la,w is hereby ame nd-




8, 492 A-~AJ( a(;?, A

8 9«—1104 Addmonal dutws of the d(’pcwtmcnf
CIn add@twn to the duties otherwise prescribed by z‘ms ar twle with

respect to the conirol of five, lo prolect the health and wfew of

persons in the Ad'mmdaok park, the aeparimem shall have the

' followmg dumes, nothihm‘andmg any mcomzvtent provision of any

law, order, mle, regulation, plan or gmdelme. ‘
1. Continue to maintain the extsting Pharoah fire tower e the

Pharoah Lake wzld(,mcss arée, and the S A Reqzu fwe iaw(ﬂt m the St.

Reqzs canoe are; toqelhm mlh their observm‘ cabms cmd telephone

comm emzcatwns sysr‘mm

2. Continue to mamiam on a sz‘(mdby Dasis, utf&lumg radio

11
12 communications only, tlpo eaisting firé towers located at Hamilton in .
13 the Silver Lake wilderness area; lKe'mpsha,ll in the High Peaks
14 - wilderness:. are‘a;'T Lake in the West Ccmada wilderness c}m_a; and
15 West in the P@ge(m Lake wilderness areq.
16 3 Contmue to- mamt(mn unth telephone commumcatwns, ike.
J.'I ' emsz"mg interior. rangm sfatwns located ot Duck Hoie Sha,ttucic
’18":' C’lmrmg, John s Brook (maf Mcm,v Dam in. the Hegh Peaka w@lde
19 ness.area; West Canada Lake and Ce dar Lake i the Wesi Canada
20 . Lake wzld?mesa areax (md Phcwoa,h LaJc() m t}w Pkaroah, Laoke
, 21 wzldemess avea _' S AL “
2‘) " F’or the pwpose of mam tmnmg omd .Suppl'y’mg the foé‘egom g
\2:3_" fzre proéectwn warch and roscue faczlztws, emslmg tmok tmm as
24 deemed essentiol by the depcwtment shall be mamiamed ctt minimal
25 level to achieve such pm pow (md asswre such. oapabzlzty
26 § Z ’I‘hls act shall take (.,ff(‘(,L meodlme -
TN N ENE b
32 ._:: o .,_\;:.,,'; . - .
S ,
86
37




From the Desk of—
GLENN H. HARRIS

THE ASSEMBLY

STATE OF NEW YORK May 22, 1975

Bernie:~

I believe the attached is
self~axplanatory.

As you can see, these facilitiles
are crucial -~ not only to Adirondack:
regidents, but for the safety and
well~being of everyone using the
Park. :

i
\’

Your assistance in moving
the bill toward passage would be
greatly appreciated.

Many thanks.

becc: Ron Stafford




AMENDED MEMORANDUM

Assembly No. A~562-A By: Mr. Harris
Senate No. S-492-A By: Mr. Stafford
AN ACT to amend the environmental
conservation law, in relation
to additional duties of the
department

JUSTIFICATION

On June 19, 1974, the Adirondack Park Agency passed a resolution
directing the Department of Environmental Conservation "to explore
feasible alternative methods for fire protection, and if none were
found to be available, to seek a modification of the State Land
Master Plan to retain these state facilities."

On February 12, 1975, the above bill was starred by the sponsor
on the Assembly calendar at the request of the Commissioner of
Environmental Conservation, in order to afford him a period of six
weeks in which to prevail upon the Adirondack Park Agency to amend
the State Land Use Plan and thereby avoid the necessity of legisla-
tive action.

The Adirondack Park Agency has held four monthly meetings since
that time, yet has failed to act upon or even discuss any amendments
to the State Land Use Plan.

In the interim (March 21, 1975) the Department's Division of
Tands and Forests has completed an analysis of "facilities essential
0 assure that the Department can meet ilts responsibilities." A
copy of their findings and recommendations is attached hereto and
intended to be incorporated in the legislative memorandum to Jjustify
the within bill.

The original bill has been amended to conform to the precise
recommendations of the Division of Lands and Forests and their field
personnel responsible for protecting the Forest Preserve and the
public's health and safety in using these areas.

Unless legislation as proposed is passed at the 1975 Session
to asgure that these facilities are saved, the State Land Use Plan
mandates thelir destruction by December 31, 1975.




-

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, New york 12233

Ogden Reid,
Commissioner

Wy

A DIRON DACK PARK STATE LAND MASTER PLAN

ON - CONFORMING USES,

NON-CONFORMZZ ===

The technical staff and

mental Conservation's Division of Lands and Forests,

for the care, custody and control
safety of the general public using

ST RUCTURES' AND IMPROV EMENTS

field personnel of the Department of Environ-

responsible under statute
of the Forest Preserve and for the health and

the Forest Preserve lands have conducted a

thorough investigation of the facilities essential to assure that the Department

can meet its responsibilities. As
and recommendations are made:

FINDINGS:

a result of that analysis the following findings

The Adirondack park State Land Master Plan mandates that certain
existing structures, improvements and non-conforming uses administered by

the Department of Environmental

Conservation in nywilderness' np rimitive"

and '"Canoe'' areas be phased out or removed by December 31, 1975.

Such non-confo rming uses, structures and improvements include

_ geven interior ranger stations, te
roads and truck trails,

n fire towers and observer cabins, interior

and a prohibition on the use of any aircraft.

On June 19, 1974, the Adirondack Park Agency passed 2 resolution

directing the Department of Envir
alternative methods for fire prote
to seek 2 modification of the State
facilities.

The search and rescue,

onmental Conservation to explore feasible
ction, and 1f none were found to be ava_ila.ble,
Land Master Plan to retain these. State

fire detection and firefighting emergency

efforts cannot be adxninis‘cered unless certain minimum facilities are retained.

The fire towers at Pharoah Mountain and St. Regis Mountain have

been manned by the Department,
(thereby preventing such fires fro
at Hamilton, Kempshall, T.

guccessful in spotting numerous fires,

m burning out of control), and the fi re oW ek

P )

, and West are essential on & standby basis,

for fire protection. A fire tower

observatory report is attached.

Firefighting eq_uipment

would not have 2CCeST in an emergency

situation i1f minimum maintenance of the fire truck trails werg not continued,




The ranger cabins in certain remote arcas afford necessary
shelter in emergency operations, and comfort and security to thousands

of wilderness hikers., otatistics outlining the number of visitors (e. g.,
21,280 at Marcy Dam in 1974), the number of accidents resulting in major
injuries and search and rescue operations for each of the.interior ranger
stations is attached. } ' : '

It should also be noted there are privately-owned buildings in
close proximity to one of the State's interior ranger slations,

The records of accidents, search and rescue operations, fire
detection and other public assistance firmly establish the necessity for

retaining these facilities to protect the health and safety of persons using

these areas, and there are no proven alternative methods for fire protection
and communications in certain areas, : ‘ : '

s
v .

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Division of Lands and Forests and the Regional Office technical

staff make no recommendations to modify the provisions of the State Land Master
Plan with respect to the following non-conforming structures and improvements:

--clusters of more than two lean-tos

~-tent platforms ' :

~-horse barns

--boat docks .

--storagé sheds and other buildings
~-gnowmobile trails o .

--helicopter platforms =~ o
--buoys :

The following fire towers and accessory telephone lines should be
removed as soon as practicable, but not later than December 31, 1975:

Location o Wilderness Area

Ampersand o ] High Peaks
Cat : ' Five Ponds
Beaver Lake ' Pepper Box

Moose River . +  HA-DA-RON-DAH
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The following fire towers with observer cabins and telephone
‘communications should be retained: ‘ ’

Location Area
Pharoah " Pharoah Lake Wilderness Area
St. Regis St. Regis Canoe Area

The following fire towers should be retained on a standby basis to be
served by radio communication only and with existing telephone lines to be

g

removed:
Location _ Wilderness Area
P Hamilton o Silver Lake
Kempshall High Peaks
T. Lake . “West Canada
West Pigeon Lake

The following interior ranger stations should be retained with telephone
communications: -

Location Wilderness Area
Duck Hole High Peaks
Shattuck Clearing High Peaks
John's Brook ' High Peaks
Marcy Dam High Peaks
West Canada Lake = West Canada Lake
Cedar Lake West Canada Lake
Pharoah Lake _ Pharoah Lake

The Commissioner of Environmental Conservation should be delegated
discretionary authority to permit the use of aircraft and motor vehicles deemed
essential in the Department's ongoing administrative efforts throughout the
Forest Preserve, including research projects, maintenance, and supplying
interior stations: and that essential existing truck trails should be maintained
at minimal level to achieve such purposes and assure fire protection capability.

March 21, 1975

Atta chmehts




