THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS
9 Rue de Teheran
Paris 8, France

16 March 1948

Miss Vieki Baum

C/0 Doubleday and Company
14 W, 49th Street
Rockefeller Center

New York 20, New York

Dear Miss Baum:
Pleage help us!}

The American TLibrary in Paris is desperately in need of new books,
and unfortunately we do not have the funds with whieh to purchase them,

Will you please send the Library a copy of HEADIESS ANGEL?

The interest shown in Paris in Americsn books is tremendous, We
circulate over ten thousand volumes each month, and the demand for
new bhooks is so great th-t it has become embarrassing to us since we
cannot furnish the public with the books they desire,

Our readers have been most enthusiastic about your earlier books
and they elrculate as much now as they have in the past, THE WERPING
WOOD has been especially popular this past year, and a copy of your new
book would be most welcome here at the Library.

Sincerely 'yours,
N/ e
W, X, Harrison III
Iibrarian, '




Jaﬁﬁaﬁy‘ﬁ, 1949
Doay Viekl:

Hep py New Yeart T am sorey you have
baon laid up with the flu and hope that you
are bottor now.

% As to the 1ﬁn&$h of DANGER PROE DEER,
T should think the wminimwe ought to be e

about POL00 words and the meximum 1E0,000.

It sounds %o me as 1L It ought to be on the

shorter gide.

I bavely survived the holidays and
Chave fell absolubely robtben ever aince I
got baok from Burope, ao today I anm golng Lo
& new doobor who sounds o 1ittle bit like
faglioatro and have m&l&&mm& of teats nmadse
to seo what keeps me alling. I can seo mysell
going around sonberly, and probably acberly,
all winbor and taking hundreds of 1ittle 9&&1&
out of hundreds of 1little botiles all day.

I¥1L wribe you ab lengbh as goon as
1 get over my fesblonsss .

Mook &QV*’}@

Biss Viekl Baum
4777 Ceaxvyon Oak Dylve
Los Angoles 28, (alif.

&
airmall




DOUBLEDAY & G0+ XNC. 14 W. 40¥H 81, ¥¥6 3/11/40  38:00 NOON
MISS vmm{i@@% o
8477 OANYON OAK DRIVE
108 ANGELES 88, GALIP,
NELSON DOUBLEDAY DIED THIS MORNING ,
DON
DREsJSH DOUBLHEDAY & 00« ING.

&%
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CLAss OF SERVICE SYMBOLS
. This is a fulltate _DL=Day Letter
"I;zlxengtzr:‘\le;r ig-dgz . NL=Night Letter
%m‘e ;}Laracter is ‘li)r]m T LC=Deferred Cable

icate a suitable 3 : - -
"symbol agove or pre- ) : ] e N Nt - . NLT =Csble Might Letter - |
ceding the address. . o : : JOSERZ‘;‘"SE E AN, o » 2y Ship Radiogr am

: 'lhe ﬂlmg tlme shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters Is S’J.‘ANDARD TIME ;(t pomb of orlgm Time of receiptis. STANDARD TIMI} at point of destmatlon g

NAOOT NL PD=LOSANGELES CALIF AN 11 3%9ﬁw:@'AM 8 54"

DQUBQEBE? AND cO® /,
T . /
9 WEST 49 §T= ..;f

- DEEPLY GRIEVED OVER THE/KObs OF A GREATrANB @00D FR{END.:;-
_jALL MY SYMPATHY T THE/éORPQRATloN TO WHICH 1 | FEEL BOUND BY

VICKI BAUM“

THE COMPANY WILL APPB’ECivLTE EUQGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BERVICE




VICKI BAUM

January &lst 1049

Dear Don, Thanks for sending me the wire with

the bad news of Nelson's death~ I knew it had %o happen when
I saw him last, and I think it is altogether to the best that
the end - came .gomparatively quick. I do hope that Ellen can give
herself a little xest after the terrible siege she has been
through these last years., I suppose that in the office and in your
Work it didn't make much of a difference anymore and that you're
managing a fine equilibrium between work” play and hangovers. How's
your health these days? I understand that New York had a fine
winter after shoving all your snow and freeze over to our side.In
my gavden all the subtropical splendor is frozen and dead and Itl11
be more than glad to get outa here. Had two nice letters from
RosieLw it seems Egg‘ two of u%‘ shall have a fine time together
in{i%iiZiZE?mwﬁ§§§Wia;z} Paris.

o f'm gsending you my passport and would appreciate it no
end if someone in the office would take care of whatever visas
I need., One for Portugal- possibly that's only a trensit visa,
ag I'll stay only tbtwo days in Lisbon. One %o Franceé respectively
Marocco., I don't think T need anything for TItaly, Switzerland and
Belgium. Anyway- could you people do it for me? I wderstand the
Portugal people are fussy, bubt your office knows how to handle those
things, yes§pleas@? I still don't know where I should stay 1in Rome
and it's high time to get my wreservation there., Can you or your

: 2
travel buro( Is it %gie@t or what) give me some advicey WNot the
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ngéf A,

Excelsior, I'm
put before the

sure, I don't
war it had the
and

families etcetera,

halp, halp! I'm getting awfully restless,

one hemisphere , while the other

know

wouldn't be my cup of Asti

how the Villa Hassler works now,
stuffiest German better middleclagg,

Spumante,Please,
sitting overhere only with

is already overthere in the other

hemisphere, if you know what I mean., I'm speaking a fumny brand
of Trench and no Ttalian whatever, Brrrother!
Much love, I'11 be in town by March &

second,
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VICKI BAUM

February 7Fh , 1949

Dear Don,

Yesterday I sent my passport to you, registered, hoping
that the Doubleday office would take care of my visas in the usual
efficient and rope-pulling way. Now I have to trouble you once
more because I ordered me a car in Parisjand to have a car and papess
ready on my arrival there;l have to send them post hastedsomeminfor_
mations about my passport. That means that I elther need my passport
back here ag soon as posgible after the visas are obtained(can you
see how the red tape English is baking posseszion of me?) or that one
of your girls would have to copy some of the{i highly embarrassing
details from my passport and send them to me. What I need is:
Name and firsgt name, in my case also the "known as" . Date , number
and place of ilssue, date and place of birth, goddamit.

I hope you don't mind, doipgvall these nice things for me,

T'il do the same for you whenever necessary, Looking forward to a
good, long evening session with you,

yours as ever

. . .
awg‘”M*«g«w P ‘ﬁj%’ﬂ‘.‘g&ﬁm feresaomn.

Mo 178729 Lnawuel e

wamﬁﬁww 3}§%f%@

0_35\ {Ji:) Oeig‘wﬁ' C} ¢ ¢ s




| Pebruary 8, 1949
Doap Viekls

Thank y&ﬁ for your letter. Nelson's death &ﬁféﬁﬁﬁd e Moy
than I thought 4t would bub ss far as work In the ¢ffice goes it has
nob made a grest cheange for us since we had umbmq&pauaghin for so long.

I have given your passport to Molly Ryan and she will aebtend

to the matter of vieas for Fortugal, Franee, and Morosoo, I hapdly
know what b0 tell you sbout nat@aﬁ in Rome singe myl flipet choles would
have been the Villa Hassler. When X was in Rome LL was deflinitely the
best hotel « Just a little betber than the Excelalop and was lnhablbed
by ocharacters oub of Henry James novels. Ny second eholee would have
boen the Excelsior for whieh % bave had a pesullar affestion sinee laab
winter when 1t was bhe wermest plase In Rume. Since I have a basbe fop
%@lﬂ%@.ﬂ%&ﬁlﬁ my third choles wouid e the Grand {(that s, the Grund
kel of Rome, Jbaly and the univerae). I koow L alw&ga'ﬂrﬁﬁﬁprﬁ

the heotels on the Pinelsn HIll becsuse of the wondeprfuld views, bub

1£ you wanbt to live down in that Clat reglon between the Plazse dl
gpagne and the Piber there is a lalrly nilce Llttle notel called the
Ionghilterrva, There are obhor ho els lao the flossy howddslb secbion

 push as the Plora, the Bden, and the aveia. Thay are all run by

Swles of course and wost of them are Inhablted by HEnglish. I stayed
at the Majesblo wost of the time bubk I really don't recsomend 1t becasuse
4t bas o veally Swliss dreaviness aboub 1t, L

‘ o Your friend Qurl Ostertage called mo and I hold him what I
gowld aboul Rowe and 1%&&{ althongh really there was nothing I eould
tall him that he didntt alvemdy know. AL present the Itallans mahe

averything so easy for visitors that it ls no more trouble than

going to Hoboken., I am looking forward to geeing you on Mapeh &nd.

With love,

. Miss Viekl Baum
2477 Canyon. Oak Drive

" Los Anglees 28, Oalif,

P.8, Molly has Just gilven me the enelosed forms which you muat i1l
out for the Frenoh and Moreccan vise, If you are going for pleasure
only £111l out the bluwe Porm, I you have a business veason algo £111
out the white form, We will be glad te give you o letbter saying thab
you are poing for the purpose of wrlting a book i you wanbt ue bo,
%ﬂ%@m we have bthe forms £1illed in by you, we van gebt the visa in one
BY w




February 10, 1049

Deny meg .

Heve ave the details waich you prew

guesbed ., Your mame, in case you didn't lmow
4%, s Hedwig Lerb, known as Viekl Baum. The ..

pasaport is No. 108228 issues 4/28/48 at
Washingbon, D. ¢. The birth date s glven .
as Ausbria, Jenuapyy 24, 1P8B. As you will -
know by this time Irom my lesd letber, we

 pan'lt get the French vise unbll you have

£41%ed in the forms so I think Lt is betbter

for us to hold the passport here.

AR ever,

Donald B. Eldey
Misng Vieki Baup
24T Canyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 28, Uallf.

&













April B2, 1040

Dear Vioekl:

I cabled bHo Roslie the mimubte I got yowr letter from .
Plorenos and & n@p@ that she gob In toush with you. &h@ had
3%&% waﬁa&mﬁﬁ o Pardis, 1 am awfully glad that you awm hav&mg
.8 good bime in Hurope and I enYy you your bouwp hnwmugn Ewam@ag s
Ttady 48 o litbtle sad and I heay thabt it s wuch ﬁ@@#ﬂ~@h&m when
1 was %hﬁrﬁél Bpring saems o bave helpad New Tork and theve are
faint stlrring din wy heapt Otherwise ﬁh&@& ia muﬁh&n§~mm@h ﬁw :
40 bub work and no-steptiling news of any lkind that you santt pead

in the Rome-Amerigan. X hope that you love the Spanish ateps snd
ﬁnap?&aﬂaa.ﬁi Bp the Porum, snd the ﬁa@&mxna and the Villa
Borghese, all of whieh I regard as my pﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂ@& possaasiona, I
glso think that I own the Applan Way at sunset especlally after
having boured all the btowns in the Alban Hille and aamwlﬁ& the
l@g&ﬁ vinbages. ¥ am dying te hear all abmu% ymur uﬁ&ﬁm

Wiwu,§a¢n1wva;

- Donedd B, Bldey
Miss Vieki Baum |
Yille Hpaalep

via alrmeld




. July T, 1949

Toar Vigkdy

1 hope that you arvived home sod found your famlly well. X% wae plee to
poe you 1f only for o couple of days sad 1 hope you oalevstood fpon our
falks Yt wve valve you vevy highly se o £riend md os an oubhor snd thad
we sre sppalled ab the ldes of loplog yous 1 hope yon wvill give us »
- thanoe ﬁaza. this nexk book whleh you sre wwiting es e serdal slnce Ilm suve
~ hhah we will wend 3% and T w11 soster sll our fowvens to glve LL a good

¢ leomobings A8 for the followiip book, when 24%s fintshed, won'd you at
Teant show 4% Yo us snd glve ue sn opporundty do loy oub o complote
progean for Lis publioatlon fne wélog Jacked, sdvertising spproach sl
Wadeeb i overr foreseosble detadds  Then 1F you sve nob spbisfied with
whob we esn prouise Pou, %’mu wondd be aite Justitled in going elavvhers,
Needloss G0 sayy oll sonfldenves would be shxdolly preserved, 1 reslige
- thet you have gose very well fdunded complaints and I'm anxbong none of

- our errvers should ever be repeated. I also realize that you wand %o do

" g gififerent kind of book but I feel that &% is quite possible thab we

ht sccomplish your literary trensformstion as well as emiher zﬂ&mﬂﬁhﬁm
‘g’g&@ quite willang bo glve any necessary guasrentees end bo live up %o

Biten ends bew love o yow and
onoe fhat you wore fn towe

This 49 one of the woreb sumders thab I have aver spent in Rew York tub
1% has been Brightened cosesionally by sone ;ﬁﬁmmﬁ vigits and 5 fow
exaapsion whieh have solawod we and slpe Wdlt wp my ego. . Yhot really
wosries ne iy that the books wo are gebilng ave o terrible that I
iy lmow what to pub on our winber list,

gave me hell for not lebting hex lmow ab -

Itm vory gled that you are euoh o oouford Yo Bogle end were uble to help
hew on her Goolt, 1 folt quite useless at this Qlebanve end 1 wen Deglne
sing o fesr that she would dlapeiy of 1% enbively, Een pay hey in Frano
He da shily in Yogland snd will poeobsbly be besk Yhe end of the month,

T waw TAby the othar evening snd he sends love, Her ohlldven sean %o

be am.m%){gm% sl eely.

My beet bo sll your Lanily
| Witk love,

ek

Mhar Thekl Bawk

Ny Renyon Onk Dpive

Lo Angeles 28, ﬂmmmﬁe@
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VICKI BAUM

July 18th 1949

Dear Don,

your letter struck such a lovely bslamce hetween
emotion and formality, it read almost like an oldfashipned marriage pro-
posel., Thanks a lot for it, darling. I didn't realize it meant anything
to you personally or to +the anonymous moloch called Doubledayfs whether
I stay‘ with you or go somewhere else. But ag 1t sgeems it 6095 matter
and as you promise me sﬁch a paradise, ~ of ocourse you mey cofint on
my next book.I'm sbarting to write it tonight, Iand, pleas;, give me your
blesaing‘and keep your fingers crossed for it, Writing has become such
a hard tagk for me in the last years that I'm almost afraid of my

%ypewriter. "I hadn't known those panics when I was younger., Well, any-

way- could you do me a great favor? I'm going to San Francisco by August
third for a bit of background and research; could you give me the address
of your office there? And the name of the nicest and handiest guy to ask for
help and/of information? And drop him & little line announeing that I might
come and pester him a bit? I'11 write him myself beford I'm going up
North, Mainly I'11l want him to tell me how and where to get access

to the two 8.F. papers from the nineties up %to now.Otherwise I know ‘the
town fairly well, my best - friend 1s curator of the Museum there and can
give me & wealth of information, and I am persona grata with some of the
old time S F society 1ionesses and toothless liong who'll be hard ‘o

%.'Stop from ,tellingé me al;.




As for the book after thig-well, you know that it will have to be
discovered by an especlally astute editor, and the less sald or written
about it beforehand, the better, If it pans out the way I plan it, you'll
be thdxweditor. If not, there won'f be any reason to be mysterious 'abouﬁ
it. So, let's keep this a secret bebtween you and me, and Just have
a gentlemen's agreement on it, right?

Ttm so sofry for you people sweating it out in New York; we
are having # pleasant time here now, with those very rare warm evenings
when we méy &t out on‘Afhe"térrasée wanting for thihgs. it's too late %o
get, if you kﬁow ﬁhaﬁ‘ I: ﬁéén.l étiil feel that Furope has done me
a wofld ofl good, T THEX know again thal I have roots gomewhere, even
though I don‘t 'come from Brooklyn or Ughkogh, and, more impbrtant, Itve
’ gbﬁb things into theif right pfopbrtions again 'and Alipped out from ‘that

'hysterical Américan notion +that the world is coming to an end,

If you want to send me é contract, it's okay with me. As
for the money- could you again hold 1t for me, uatil T wsee how my income
for this year shapes up, respectively what my taxes are doing. D have an
idea that it would be more just to wus wrlters if the income would be
spaced theisama wey the .work is. But I simply am not bright enough to'
engineer ,such..mattera_ to  my -advantage,

- The novel shall be called:" Danger from Deer".The title comes
from a sign in Bushéy_ Park‘ near London: The public are warned that it
is UHREEENNN at all times dhngerous to go close to deer; the danger is

especially great during the rubtting 2e880N.ceeecccnes

Wishing you the same, I'm as always,

T it




July 20, 1949
Dear Viekil:
T was. overjoyed to recelve your letter
- this aoening and te know thab you sccepbed
my proposal of marrlage. L give y@u WY 889U
ancas thalt gverything will be done as you vmm;" :
it and I am very glad that you ave sbarting ﬁm
write the book dumuediately. |
| A8 for San Franolseo, we mo longen
have our office there, bub 1 nave asltod f}i:cﬁr-m'&
Gady whe formerly wes in charge of it to leok
: asnp a Wﬁl‘lwquﬁlifi%é}ﬁ assoolate of his in Ban
o ’ﬂramm:},méa who dan "i}éll you everything that yow 7
.. need %o fimw g ci;i,"s:femt; you to all the zzzmﬁaamwl '
Cgouress of lnformatlon. He la wribing boday |
Cand I will beve definibe word Lor you in a day |

L or two. You wmey be sure that vou will be well

- docked af'ber.

L am dvawing up the -mmﬁm&%ﬂ at the R
- usual berms end will send 4% on. E*LL let you




-

know all the news as 1t happens.
With lor a,
Miss Vieki Beumn

2477 Ganyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 28, Calif.

&
airmalil




" American Cable & Radio System

“Via Mackay Radio” “Via dll Amevica™ “Via Commevrcial”
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Do
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July 21, ;LQ(LQ’

Donr Viekd:

I em onclosing the sonbraet for
DATGER PROI DEER made oul according vo bhe
usuad terms, You will nebe that I have puti
in o purely fiotitious 4 elivary date, Just
hecause I have to pub something in that
spase. I the book 1s finished BOONOT, 80
Cmueh the bebtewr, and Lf Jou negd nore tlne

we won'h eush you,

With love,

Miss Vicki Baum
2477 Canyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 28, Calif.

g
ong. {2)
afrmall




549 Mavket Hte 5

O3CAR LEW IS -zkdsizRikE:5zxzblzDib® - SAN FRANCISCO &£ CALIFORNIA

July 28, 1949

Dear Howards

Sure 1'11 be glad to be of what use I can to Vicki
Baum when she arrives in town. There won't be any
difficulty steering her to a place where she eé,n examine
the files of SP newspapers from the 90s on and maybe I
can give her some other leads in the way of source materials

Ask her to give me a ring when she reaches town and we
can arrange then to get together.

Otherwise, how goes it? Thanks for the Wést and Mora
books; the Mora looks quite handsome = d even reads well,
which last is surprising considering the mess the manue
seript was when we first got hold of ite

A1l best,

(G

Mre. Howard Cady,
Doubleday & Cow, INCe,
14 West 49th 5t., NYC.

} {’ﬁ”’v'\».,g., ﬁ2 t7 L[ o u f’\/‘v;"k’w'm f\,:;'%{'“ . \/\/(»&.m}r ' ~ g ? qf 2

@"\)\rm;& S, 4= 28539




VICKI BAUM

July 3Yth 1949

Dear Yon, *orgive me for not returning the contract gooner,

L'y quite wrapped up in writting that " Ugnger from Yeer" gtory, and, as
you might know by bitter experience, beginnings of novels are always

a hard Jjob of concentration, as you have to have the whole deveopment

down in ‘the little gseed of the exposition. #t least, thath my method,

and during the first few weeks of work Ll a rather unlovable character.
L discovered that a split bottle of champagne makes wme work much eagier,
it's also possible that it inparts a%low to my self- appreciation which
the quallity of the writing doasnit qui£e justify. “nyway, it seemg to go

fairly well, ad Ly having some fun with the old bitch I'n writing about.

A

bpd of the week L'm going to “an Yrencisco for a bit of background

s and thanks for the helpful address. L won't pester the fellow too
much, but L might need him to introduce me to the publié relation
people of the Pouthern “acific as 1 need a few details from them,
“isten, Von- L+ made a quesbion mark to paragraph 1Y of the
contract which provides your agreement to any magazine publication, g

never had such a thing before, or, atl least fbth L didn;t notice it.

4

L think you could cross it out, as won't sell to a pulp magazine,

and. if, as 1 hope, & magazine takes 1it, $t won't delay the book

N

pubjication too long. * should have the book ready by “ew fear, and

the magazines are hungry for material md won't keep 1t too long on the

shelf, “kay?

S0 long, and 1191 te11 you how +

'm coming., Yive %ll my love
i I T s #

to bllen, 'm going to write her goon a 1little line,




| July 27, 1949
Deay Viekl: o

I have found your gulde to shiow you
around San Francisco. He is Oscar bawis
whose books gvm probably kuow snd who was
agnosiated with our San Franclase offlee.

He knows the olty very well and says that he
will be glad to be of any use he gan, He :
guggests that you eall hlm when you geb tvhewm
His office addroass la 549 Markel Styeel, Ban
- Pranclseo and his Selephone i Subter I-TH3E.
 His nome address ls 2740 UYnlon Street and

“his phone nuaber ia Walnut l-8748. He is

. asxtremely Priendly to us and very glad to
- be of any servics.

: % I:wpea hat gm&* tww wm‘l be
- pleasant aud profitab

With love, -
Mins Viekd Baum

8477 Qanyon Yak Drive
Los Angeles B8, CGalifl,

B
afmall




it '  x{a&xmy knows a great deal about every jphase

- you assistance in any way he cen. I am sorry

Pear Viekis . '
¥ aw sending back your mxw ! mhﬁé
sonbract with Glauge #10 onmibted fm mm
you are popfactly free to do wha%vw you
gan with the book before we publish it, I

" hope that you will take advantage of Osgar

| &@wm% help In San wm@mm hosause ?ﬁﬁ

2 of the oity and will be very glad to glve v__' '

that you are having birbh-pangs over the |
novel but I gwas that Ghey are inevitable, .
We are sblll sweatdng oub a diswal swmmer

and I cantt waib for Qotober o some around.

Love,

Hiss Vieki Bauwn |
2477 Qanyon Oak Didve
Lon ﬁm&ﬁuﬁﬂ 28, OCalif.

&
alvrmall
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‘The businessletter ig this: you may remember that I translated

1 Granville Square N
Wharton Street W C L
August 30,1949

my dear Vicki, It seems awful that the first letter to you after |
all these years should be a buginess letter, First let me ask

how you all are and send my love .All well here,though we all had
rather a heotic war in London as you can imagine, .

RESULTS OF AN ACCIDENT (Was it (Life goes on in USA?) at any rate
Zwischenfall in Lohwinkel--on a“royalty basis of 1 and a half i
percent, I have never from Bles or from Heath,the agent, had g
any moneys  for any cheap editions,and am now trying to follow
this up{ as in commén with most writers here I am short of @ sh) !
I gather that there have been several editions of a cheap t
adltion in thisg country, and wondered whether you can tell me i
when there was a cheap in the USA and by whom published. I should i
be extremely grateful 1f you could send me this information ‘
soon, 80 that if necesgary I can get the author's society onto
all concerned, Thank you very much for any information about it,

Norah James now lives in'iersey in the Cpannel Islands but is here
Just now for a few weeks and sends you best regards.She has bem
here only to do some dialqgue’for a film. :

I have not takemiapny trips to Germany since the war, as I simply
could not bear ¢ d8e many ex-Nazis up to oold tricks and
finding that "N& owe Had ever been a Nazi", I still read Fpench
and German bookss/fof publishers and have geen ngny ﬁ9V9k$ from
Germany and do fir huvént found a one thab wal thduwdl b self
pity and "it'!wasy the other man's feult". .. am still in love
with 4her eightednti-century and ‘erfoythirdting mf sort of books
as mi€HZas every .. o 1

It would b@,éfa@hx%b see you again if you eggr'comé this way.
And in.the mean%time I hope to hear fydm, MU

Zwisohénfall but your own news, LOve from

.50eninot only about

%

,?',»f
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sepbomboer 27, 1949
Desr Miss (oldswmith:

Vieki DBawa hes forwarded your
Tabbor bo me. I have leokod up our rocords
on LIFS GOTS ol and 4 £ind thab thore
never wag o reprinb odition in bhls coun by «
weo hought the btranslation ongright from
f#less and bthe conbract is now yoided since
the book is entirely oub of print in this
sounbry. £ am sorry Lo aay that there
L8 no possibility of any further royalby
from Wi,

gincaroly yours,

Ponald B. Blder
Ghief Assoplate Eitor

yviss Morparet Goldamith
1 Gronville Sguare
wharton Stroeeb

London %6 1, England

& .
atrmall




Novenbor 17, 1049

Doar mmx

. Thanks for wouy letbter which I ﬁ@a@iv@ﬂ &m
Rome, I found Rome just as oosy and worderful as over
and all my shedy Drlends sugh s plmps, g&mg&b&r&, ‘
and blaglkenarkoteors weloonpd me wibh open apms and
madle 1ife very agresable, T find that in Rome, of all
g%&ﬁ%ﬁg the underworld and police are the bast people

o know, 4 also met e lob of ay old smerican fylends
there and 414 some inbensive sighbe-geeing, JL think that
T know avery stone of Rome now and I alao know the
CATban bille wolle X found Pards a ldttle bwwimg The
-~ Pont Boyala wag very confortable and thenk God hﬁg

Cbad heat without which I wonld have fpoznen bo deat

4 sew Rosle avd she soows muuﬁmaixy mﬁg
and very sanguine about hey novel, However, I ink
aho does wanl to gome Lack bo Amerioa,

1 have o bib of business Lo wa@wwﬁﬁ We have
aold ﬁﬁﬂ twanty=five sont peprint pights bo HORTGAGE ON
LIFE bo the Avon Publishing Ooupeny lor a yoyally of L
w@ &%@ GO0 soplaos and XWJ mmm@ﬁﬁ&ﬁw and an adveance of

&ﬁﬁqﬁa on aignature ﬂm& SEO0 .00 on puhﬁ@@mﬁiﬁnn mmﬁy
w&&i publdeh Detweon Aprdl lat and Ju&g et
CThey way wish o ghange tho title bub wi&i @&a ﬁw ﬁ&
mma ﬁmﬁf dontt ohanga 1% o amm@%mima hopeible,

' T hope that you Bro fﬂ%l%nh wipll and that %mw
ww@k Aa w@ﬁ@rﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%;.

- Wb lovay

Mian Vieki ﬁ&ﬁm
”@V?‘aa on Oak Drive
Los Angeles 88, (allf,

.ﬁirmai&




VICKI BAUM

\ Nov. 2lst, 1949,

\

Don déar, | \

Welcomé hbme,iflags, fénfares, fed carpet to you anﬂ.everything
else. I started wondar*ng waﬁher-you would stick to your schedule and am
pléased to know you som threethdusand wiles closer, While you did in Rome
as a certéiﬁxpercentage { the Romans do and, &HII understand,left no
étone unturned, I was a f Ty good’girl, hunched ﬁp over my typewriter
every nicht till four‘ﬁr ve in'theumorning. The result is a first draft
of "Danger from Deer", cons%fting as far as I can see of two fair parts
plus- four rabher malodorous opes. After Thanksgiving I'11l clean it up a

bit, then I'1l et it simmer f&r a month or go and then I'1l rewrite some

more. The material as such turnel out rather thin and, damn it, I don't
seem to be able to write snything ‘out of spite bub it works only if I feel
some sympathy and even pity for my'%&fracters. But that's not the «fay for
treating a mean old biteh like my Lead ngl&dyi

Mr. and Mrs. Black came out here\ and gave us little authoms a
shinding in which I felt rather lost among\ those awfully nice, spry and
"sincere" salesforces. I admit it's a much greaber art to sell a book than
to write one!but it's always a jJoke to see hoﬁgf&r the distangks from the
heartbroken prexience that makes us write a boaktand the typewriter drenched

in blood,sweat and tears to the people in whose hands the final product is

! |
put. I wished all evening long to have you at my side, exept that you would
have got high-stinking, you would've fallen into the pond where wem may

catch ﬂg;t abt a dollar extra and I would have had to take you home and held




your head over the black marble washbasims of the Fownhouse.

Glad you found Rosle in good shape and at work,.she sounds as if
she had found gomething usgeful in the line of a lover or consort of some
sort,

Not knowing that you were back I pestered Molly Ryan to try and dig
up two copies of my Shanghai book which are needed for the Mil. Government
ﬁo}clear the pmok fpr a Japanesertranslgt;on. Coul@éygg p§ssibly look into
the old Garden City wastapapef baskets or something? Andrthanks for the
R5 cént édition>of that old little stinker, fivehundred bucks night come
in very handy around X-mag time; As soon as you have caught up with your
work will you‘have'time to let me have a peek into your private soul?

Love as ever, Yours,-

[N 0 j A
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VICKI BAUM

pec. 51,1849,

Hello Don,

Just a line to wish you a happy New Year and to thank you for the
books you sent me; I tried industriously to learn how to write both s short and
long stories, and it is faintly possible thet = few months from now a new
young American writer whode neme T don't know yet will submit some of his first
short-stories to you for kind perusal and to one or the other highbrow Little
Magazines. Anyway I'm looking forward o some sort of fun in that fileld., The
books you sent me were more than welcome as T had to spend & few days in bed
with a touvh of the flu, In ﬂlittle while T want to start cuttingﬁDanger From Deﬁer’v
to a reasonable length- please write me & line how long the thing can be., Tt
hasn't much weight, but, on the other hand{whatevar quality it has seems to be
in the mood, sometimes in the background, and in the psychology, and that, as you
know‘runs always into more words than just a simple slam-bang murder.

Will you ever have time to get a little less impersonal, my pet?

I want to know how you are, what you're dojng and whether it's fun?

‘ ng love wecel A A

N




VICKI BAUM

March 2d 1950

Don darling, I'm trying hard to picture you as the second half
of the century's Mc Fadden, but it takes all my flamboyant( quotém?:;e) imagina~
tiony anyway, flothing could have pleased me more than your letter. Keep up the
good works and stay just well enough not to Mbse your sensitivity which‘is
such a rare thing in God's own country. Hoﬁ%&ck for Hurope? Me too, ever so often
when things seem just a trifle toogtoo adolescent over here-~ do loyalty spies
rifle through the letters you receive? Please, burn this subversive document or
hide it in a pumkin, but quick;Well, what should I tell you from this end? I
’was.dutyfully plodding ahead on my " Danger frdm Dear", I think it gtinks in
parts and is faintly fragrant in others, and it's no chef d' oeuvre by any stretch
of the imagination, but,'§ hope, ¥®till s tenth of a degree above the " Parasites.!
As thisg obituary may show you, it's finished, the goddamned thing., and just in
the proCess of being deloused and copied, As promised- or threatened- it's going
to get to you on or about March 15th, I'll send a copy to Jaques Chambrun who
in turn will try to palm it off'On some magazine- though it turned out a bit too
sour and pessimistic for magazine digestion, I'm afraid- anyw&y, I'd ask you to
get losely in conbact with him about the whenband wherers of the opus., I guess 1
wrote a lot of gall out by creating a sweét, stupid, charming old bitch. For some
reason the story makes wide circles and detours around any of today% isgues~ partly
Wwbcause § few things I'd have liked to say where too heavy for the material, partly
because I am not iess mixed up HWH than the next person, Things seemed & bit
clearer when I wasg abr&éd, but overhere you can't hear yourself think for all the

din.and the noise and the fury, Horizons get more and more covered by artificial

fogs and sprays, and I think we're approaching a new sort of Middle Ages. We be-



lieve a bit too implicitly in hells of our owﬁ inventiongand what makes for

dark ages is first of all fear and secohdly ignorance, So, we're afrald, and if
we aren'tinewspapers are brying their bestnto make us,w all for the purpose of
better circulationg~and, certainly, no people has ever been lgft more ignorant
about the real issues at stake. It's an awful feeling to watch how the final deci-
giong have been taken completely away from a nationg who originally was to be

governed by the pe0p19~ oh, hell, maybe I'm only rajpbing because I'm having the

headache of all headaches today.

So: Germs! Theytve been crawling all over thisg here family ever since
November and by the time one person comesvout of a ‘temperature and the pukes
or the sneezes or the éough'the next one has got it and that way it's been.going
round and round and round. Bspecially the little boy has been in and out of bed
all the time and looks very peaked and I feél gsorry for him. As for this here
old party, IT'm having a consider&bla'@itch in my stern for going off and away.
At first this will take the mild form of a Tour weeks vacabion with my husband
in Mexico, just sitting around a highly radio-active swimming poo¥l _ that's
what they advertise in sny case_ and maybe motor around a little bit. But that's
no angwer to my itch, and a trip down te Tehuantepec and Chiapas doesn't come off
quite the way T hoped. My faithful boy friend who drove me all éver Europe last
week and wanted to drive me to the jungles, too, has to stay i&rtown because he
is learning to be o siiversmith, on the G I plangand can't break training, In the
meantime T'm hung like af Xmas tree with the products of his considerable talent
and highly limited craftemanship$ Just now I'm éxpecting a very beautiful sugar
and cream sebt, handwrought, whose two parﬁs can algo most handsomely be used as
breast shields a la Cecil de Mille, T tried them and they fit. ( Cup shaped, the
ﬁbrassiere industry calls it,) Well, in any case, I might roam sll by my little
self a bit through Chiapas and into Guatemala, I liked it so much the last time
T was there, From Paris arrive anguighed cries demanding I go'there goon, but

T certaiftly wouldn't during the tourist seagon, and also, it all depends Yery !/ Aledq




VICKI BAUM

on the questbion of whether or not I can manage to make some money with that
Dangerous Deer, -I have an idea that T'1l get to New York in early Fall, pro-
viding you'il be there. Oubt here my bit'of Eoglish is deteriorating by leaps
and bounds and that's very bad. As soon ag I have the menuscript off my chest
T want to go inte a bit of Spanish and French reading and telking- or trying
to, at least- and that won't be much of a heip.Todmy I have a feeling as if
I were pretty soon, maybe this afternoon, going to die like Roosevelb. Just
a bit more pressure on those calcifiled nerves and veins in my head and something
is apt to bust.Othelywlise I'm in a fine mood, my garden is full of Roman hyacinths
and almond trees in bloom and gome highly oversexed birds are making quite
a to-do in the tree before my window.

Thanks for squeezing in a bit of bLime for’writing me a letter, I neéd
very much to know that you're there, somewhere, even if terribly busy and

successiul and preoccupied.So long

a8 ever

¥

“%éf Ejﬁﬁ%ﬁ&%ﬁ{«f




Hapreh 8, 1980

Dear Vigkis

ﬁmﬂb when 1 sbart bragging about my
govd beslth I geb struck ageln by ny resident
vipus whieh is tho only germ T have loft but
a very perslistent one, and 1t knocks me down
every week or ton daye. Howower, my recupe
arabive vowers are bebter snd 1% does ne
-~ gerious davage.

I am delighted to lnow that DANGER FROM
DUER 42 finished and IY11 he looking forwerd
t0 #eeing a copy. X hope that we ean have 1§
for the fall list buty that of course will
depend on serlalization plens. I know exacstly
how you feel about the stmosphere of Amevice
shese days end I wabch with reszret all my
friends sotting off 4o Hurops as fgst as they
gan. 1 hope you will be able %o have a good
veoabion. This yvear I will have no more than
the usual two weeks and ¥ caun't think where %o
£0» * haven'y heard a word out of Hesie for
weoks snd ¥ shell bave to write herctodsy end
nudge hey,

With love,

Hise Vieki Baum
2477 Ganyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 28, Callforaia

alrngil




Mareh 9, 1950
Dear Vieki
I am gorry to be sending on
this digmal statement which I am sure you
would rather not see. However, 1% s my

daty to do so. 1 am looking forward to the

new book.
With love,
HMiss Vieni Bouw

247 Genyon Ogk Peive
Los Angeles 28, Gulifornia

&
nienail




VICKI BAUM

March 15,1950,

Dear Don,

Today I sent you my "Danger from Deer" and I hope it meebts you surroun-
ded by millions of slaughtered resident-germs and on the up-curve of your manic-
depressive wobble. Really, you mustn't do that to me and get feeling sick again,
Just when I am beginning to be glad about your pep and health, I'm sorry that
I'm sending you a rather messy manuscript, but my regular girl went to Furope—
as who doesn't~ and the ones who did the copying made quite a mess of it. How-
ever, before you Fﬁbpl@ will bg_thrmugh with it,I suppose the manuscript will
look a lot worse yet. Let me know fairly soon how you feel about the stuff and
what ¥ sort of a dazzling contract you want to give me on it; remember, jou
promised me heaven on earth when I saw you lasb. Jacques Chembrun has a copy,
too, and I suppose you'll want to keep in contact with him about what the magazines
will or won't do with thé stuff,

I'd like very much to come to New York in Fall, provided youdd be there
at that timejalso, if you'd put the book on your Fall list, it might be a good
idea for me to be available for those GEAN gawd-awful publicity doings which
seem to become more and more the most importent part of writing a book., Have
you read anything goaﬁ?ecently— and T don't mean the Flalr-babies? If yes, tell
me what[as I'n quite hungry for something good to read, Otherwise I'm having

the usual pooped~out hangover, but that will pass within a few days,

fW:

Yours, with all goé}hishes, as ever

A




Mgreh 21, 19860

Dear Vickis

The menmusoript bas errived and ¥ shell
read ﬁ this week and wrile %o you sbout it.
Meanwhile, I'11 be in touch with Qhsmbrun to get
infopmation regarding the serial. As for the
contract, don't yoo pemenber that we made one
last July with s SB000.00 advance?

3 would tove o put this on the fall
115t and I hope that you will be here s¢ that
we onn give horrihle psrties for you and put
you en all kinde of ghastly housewlfely radio
progrems,  I'1) be writing to you again in a

wook or bwo.
With love,
Miss Viekl Baunm

2477 Canyon Ook Dpive
Los Angeles 28, Qalifornis

g
airma il




April 3, 1950

Deay ¥iakis

1 have read DANGHR PROV DEER with the
greatest plessure and I think that you have done a
redlly romerkable Job. Xt Lo immensely resdable
and ny god, whaag on awful bitoh your central
gharester is! * have never scen anyone hendle fhat
double flashbaock trick so skillfully before and i
le never in the least confusing. It is cerbafnly
more bitber than sweed and I an afraid thet might
hurt your magasine market sithough I don't think
it will affeot the book market. I wonld iike bo
suggest a few oubs but I would Iike to have Lee
Bgrker read the manuseriph first, singe he iv cur
book alub export and fs very good ab shresnlinihg
manusoripts for hook olub sccepbance. Afber he has
rond 4t I'11 make my suggestions which ave weslly
not drastio. I think thet yon have done an exeellent =
Job ou the pericd and background whish bave réal
flavor and p grent desl of appeal, OGongratulabions
xémd mueh love! I'11 be writing you again in a few
B :

$inorely,

Hiss Vieki Boum
2477 Ganyon Dak Urive
 bos Angeles 28, Califorais

g _
slrmadl



Appil 7, 1960

Dopy Viekld

The onolosed letter is self-explanatory,
Cand I trmet that it will not bore you too much.
1 don't know whal twenby-Ilve cent edlitoriel
gonlus invented the subiibles and 1 don't kaow how
they are going to promobte the book Lo any greelb
oxtont, bub 1f you have ne great objeetion bte it,
won't you please spribble sn okaying letber and
reaturn 1t fo uva.

lee la going to read DANGER FROM DEER
over the weelend and then we'll pub our heads
together over what we would like bo sugges® Yo
you regarding cuts, I s%ill have no definlite word
from Ghdmbrun ze to serial.

Hoeh love,

Miss Vieki Baum
2477 Genyon Osk Drive
Yos dngeles, Ondifornia

8 -
ad rmi 1
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Don o Darling, ‘
Just ahine to tell yo;&ﬁgft I'11 be off to Mexico for six to
elght weeks with hardly a constant addragaa Mail will éventually reach me
if you send if to my Hollywood address. The\mggazines have go far observed a
dead silence about my Damgerous Deer, a fact tﬁ%ﬁ‘doesn't surprise me ab all
but hurts me deeply in that most sensitiv spot, %Qe bank account. Are you
in touch with Chambrun sbout that lovsed-up story?ignd will it be on your
fall list or could you palm it off on an ?nsuspectedigeadership aronnd X-mas
time? I'd like to knowso that I can synééoniaa the E&%opean publications
with ours. It would also be nice to get some money on m? NY bank account
by the time I'm coming back- or is no payment due untilzwubliaation? Gosh,
what a businesslike disgusting sort of 1etter§ Let's hope Tehuantepec will

pub me in my ugval mellow~rom;£io mood.,

All my love as ever,




May 12, 1050

Peayr Viekiy

I am sending you & sketeh for the -

Jacket of DANGES FROM DEER. I% is vathey
8 mough one but I'd 1ike fo koow whethey
or net you annrove of the ldea and Lf
you have any obher suggesblons to meke.
The manuseript has been circulating madly
among the book clubs and conseguently
Lee has not {ianlshed reeding it. In regard
§ 7 mg own suggestlons for cubs, they will
wob be deastic, bubt T'd etill 1ike ko hear
fpme reactlions from book ¢lubs belors I
go abead with too many., Won'i you plense
reburn this asketoh to us by eirmeil, since
our sales counferences are approsching Test
and we are very anxious Lo have Jadtets
- Tinished as soou as possible. I am up to

my eawrs in work but will wreite you wore

~later,

Love,

Wise Vieki Bauw
21T Camyon Oak Deive
DLes Angeles 205, Calli.

g




VICKI BAUM

May 16th, 1950

Don, my darling,

Thanks a million for letting me have a pe@k at the
sketch for the cover and,please don't get mad at me if I
keep wondering loudly, and even shrilly, what causes the
immeasurable difference of taste asg expressed in, let's say,
the nice fodern fuseum prints in your office and the combined
cottege cheese salad and basnans split on sald gketch.

I'm afraid I'11 have to go Ilnbo a few bagical ideas of and
about mod®n design, even if it bores hell out of you and
gets me the wrath of your highly esteemed sales department

on my obstinate ncodle, ITtem oness it has been known for
about forty years that a crowded design distracts rather
than attracts the attention of a prospective buyer., Today
even Klein's and Ohrbachs reslize that a window which focus-
seg the attention on one or two W'ifhwhile features gets
better sales then the old §eneral-Btore ways where everything
from fishing teckle to salted pork and men's woolen under-
wear was cramped in ontexhibition; congequently;a jacket

1like the proposed one seems to have gone out of fashion to-
gether with the spitoon and the cracker barrel. Look here,
my pet, your designer is always trying to tell the whole
gtory on the jacket; bub telling a story is my business and
not his. His business geems to be to catch the eye of the
browsing costumer and possibly arouse his curiosity- but
this design ain't it. I wouldn't ubter even a whisper of
protest if the public would respond to the oldfashioned and
stuffy Doubleday jackets with a rad buying rush. But I can
only repeat that in all other countries my books come outb
with quiet designs in falrly good and contemporary taste,

and in all other countries my reputation is much better,

and my sales are incompardbly higher than here. I guess we
have been through all this before and I'm sorry if I bore you
with this, but all I can gay is that this might be a mighty
fine jacket for Faith Baldwin and that Iy~hard as T might try,
and hard as your sales department might wish I were-~ § Jjust
ain't no Faith Baldwin. Of one thing I'm sure, a jacket like
this would cause mejor every single person I care for, to
turn away from the book in arbhorbnce




As you know,I'm the last one to think that I've written a
nasterpiece, but T believe that it's falrly amusing stuff which
would lose whatever charm it might have,if you let the reader forget
that it's all told obliquely,bibbch$ly and with irony; the jacket,
however, is a hodge podge of melodrsme, while I tried to make fun
of it alljeven with my title. My personal ides of a good jacket was,
for ingbance, the one for "The Sheltering Sky". I realize that I
don't belong to the breed WharMrlfir" ig growing in its little
hothouses and, therefore, can't endeavour to demand really intelligent
jackets for my little book; but if Doubleday insists on an illugtra—
tive covery may I humbly submit my ides of just putting up a somewhat
lopsided warning sign !.! !' DANGER FROM DEER ! ! ! and keep my name
and whetever else in a seperate little box somewhere at the bottom
of the cover, Unfortunately I bave not the slightest talent for de-
gigning and the sheet I'm enclosing will possibly give you not even: -
an indication of what I mean} however, if you agree in principleyI
might try to make one or the other of my young degigner friends in-
dicate what I mean in somewhat more comprehensible terms,, — and I'd
send it on to you and maybe you could feed it to your designers as
a suggestion of your own, : :
One more little thingﬁ when you start printing I would like
the sign which sent me off writing the novel? Fafiotto w before the
beginning of the story, At the moment I don't have a copy of thet
gign at hand,but I have the old l-awyer quote 1t somewhere in the
farst part; it goes something like "Danger from Deerl Visitors are
advised that deer is dangerous abt all times, especlally during the
TUELiNG SEASON.evevesseesss" AlS0, when you get around to cutting the
damn thing down, please, indicate the cuts and let me do the final
ecutting myself ggg way I 4id in the Weeping Wood; you will remem- 'MMW”
per that I'm a pisionate and not ab all complaing cubtber-down@and ™
T can always help the cuts by putting in little transitions in‘my
\a%gwnﬂin&m&&&b&ew@%y%ﬁwwhi@hwggg't look so patched up. I could dc Bum '
1 cuts either between 3une i1s d 15th when I'1l stay put:hafklne—
ariof San José Purva , Mexico, after my return to the States during
' As soon &g you have an jdes when the book will be publisﬁed,
pledse.let me know, becsuse 1Vd like bo make my own plans accordingly.
There might Be~somg neasewTor me to go to New York in fall anyway,
Enough and too much for one evening and heaps of love for you

alweys yours




VICKI BAUM

Mey 20,1950,

Dear Don,

I wonder if Doubleday's would do one of their less successful
and somevhat dated authors a little favor? Could somebody ask somebody
to make a few copies of the manusceript of "Danger from Deer", and do it
right away and send some of them off" to the .fdddowing addresses? And
kindly charge whatever eipeqﬁes agalnst my aooount?lx'm Just takBing
off for Mexico and can't do it, regpectively I'm out of coples and the
one blurred stuff <[ have here I want to keep to myself gy, for making
cuts and changes et;}\ﬂyw for the addresses:

Dr:\‘.H.Landshoff

Querddq Verlag

r62 singel

AmgterdanA Holland

Pearn,Pollinger and Higham

58-40 Bedford Street Strand

London/ England

M. Georges Robert -

50, Rue de 1l'Observatolire

Paris (l4e) France

Mr. Ingo Preminger

204 So,. Beverly Drive

Beverly Hills/ Calif.
Thanks an awful lob and leb's hear from you.

Lovelaﬁ ever,

AN




May 22, 1950

Dear Viekl,

I van't thank you enough for that blisbtering letter with
which I agree so thoroughly. I took 1t right down to the art
deparbtnent and found that they alsv concurred, We have a
running flght with the nales deparbtment on this business of
jachkots, and we have some vmwi good art diregtors and designers
who would much rather do the kind of Jackebt that you like,

We threw out the whole sketeh and got hold of a good modern
artlat vho has done some very fine and simple Jjackets Lor uss
Your letter provided me with Jjust the smmunition I needed,

I talked to Jacgues Chambyrun today, and while he has not

yol sold the book, he still feels that there's a good chance
and wanbte to keep on trylng. According bto our present schedule,
the manuseript should be due on press June 1, bub if he does
- aell the book, the pressnt OQotober date will be Lmpossible fop

usy There's also the mebtter of cutting which ls golng to be
CAiffieult 1T you are in the wllds of Mexico, Obviously since

g@u are on your way to Mexleo, we cannot work this out belore

June 1; and altogether 1t looks to me ap 1L weld betber postpone
the publication untll after Christmes, This will glve Chambyrun
g chanee to explolt svery possible market for a magezine ssle
and we can also do whatever cubbing is necessery with much
lese preasure, It seems to e that one of the troubles with
HEADLESS ANGEL was that the publicatlon scheduls required a rush
job on the cubtbings I would mueh rather see this postponed by
one season and come oub bo everyonels satlsfection, Consequently,
I have removed 1t from the Fall lish and put it over to Winter,
I hope this delay dvoes not cause you any anxlety, Our Fall list
18 overloadsd anyway, and I swee no point in trying to jem the '
book through a heavy scheduls and et the expense of its magesine
sale and 1te editing. '

I hope that you will have a good trip and will not worry
about business mabbters,

liach love,

DBE/ $%

Miss Vicki Baum
2L 77 Canyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 208, California




MICHOACAN, MEXICO

June 4th

Dear Don, Jjust a line to let you know that I got your
1et£er, and I'm sure you'll do what you think best for the
book. I'll be back in L,A. by the beginning of July and reédy
to do my paft In cutting and editing, if you just want to in-
dicate where the darn thing is too long, too involved, or re-
petitive. v

Down here I'm frighteningly famous and my books swell

.;ike crazy which would be fine if my agent would deliver the
royalties with a bit more accur«aecy and asperity. Anyway,
books sell so cheap, on account of the low currency. By the W&Yg
here, as in France, Italy, et al, I get constantly complaints
from the bookstores that they can't obtain my books in En@ish.
I have cried many a silent tear about the Doubleday policy @ﬁ

o

quickly killing off any book that isn't a roaring best-seller
right away; but, well, what's the use? I haven't read a paper
in weeks and so I don't know about@water shortage, hea%%aveﬁ
and the newest fashion in atom bombs and witbhh hunts. Hope, though,
that you're well and content and that the battle of the bugs

and /or bacteriae goes in favor of your side.

Lots of love, always 7
) H - #
‘\%P.,if . .ﬁj ";i .%’

R T
L% LR




June Gy 1950
Doar Viekls

' I hope you reselved wy iﬁmw in :
which I told you that I waz postponlng
DANGER FROM msm to the winter 1lsk.
We could not have ka:gai:a to our sohedule
1f we had had Lo send the manusoripd
to you in Wexloo, pnd alse we feld thak
waless the book gol wery well launched
well ahead of the Ohriatmas market, 1%
would have beon sw d by ihemg a‘iaemﬁ B
Romn, bableogy m* such novelbles

which now seem o shanderd fars
for Chplatmms @mﬁwmamﬁ : Lo

T hope mw Foutps m;mg a nice,
brdps I expsch m mﬁm wy vacabion
soon, and 1L you had been ab homey T
 would have flowm out to Californias
Now 1 ﬁm'iﬁ kuow jush what I m,m Ao

T am having the extra xzzapzw& of
your book typed and will send them to
the people whose sddrespes you gave
i mmwmm, I have no word fvow
%wmzim gather iﬁ% bas h@wﬁ of
selling

L N

mm Tickl Paum
PBalneario
Sen Joge Puras

DBE b




Dear Viekis |

I have had coples of ME’%’R wwﬁ DEER
made and sent o the sddresses whioh wyou .
gave mee Wo have now scheduled it for '
Pebrusry 1ab whilch plves us wbil Septesbhor
Ii.ﬁi»h to work om i%. I still have vecelved
no deffimite word Oyom Chawbrun as to serisl
go I gather he has not glven up trylug.

I Juat had wmy vacablon which I spent
with my brother and family in mm%m an
Tor once in my 1life, 1% mxa fxtrams immm
onblng ’E’;ﬁa o bielk to my mmw town mm
paok up ew things that I seemed to have
i‘ww%m when I mm I thiagk X Mw&m
wmore iu & few days then T dld in all) the
18 yeare I lived there and 1% gzmmmm o
all kinds of 1llusionss I beke great delipght
in my nephows and they thiok Lhat 3: A
wonderfuly and so wy ego has been pebullk,

T hope that you are enjoying your twip
through Bexlceo. Wontt you 18t me kuow whon
you plan to be bagk so that we can work
oub & schedule for woyking of pony mange
sorinbs

Much Love,
D As ever,

xm Viekl Baum
- :_»em Dak Drive
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VICKI BAUM

July 8th 1950

Dear Don,
Thanks a lot for sending out the coples and for
your letter. I toddled back into USA two days ago and have been nursing
a chest cold ever since thet lovely Log Angeles ailr hit me like a sledge
hammer. I'm now at your beck and call,gimﬁilet me have whatever work
and/ or editing you want me to do.I am a fiend for cutting, as you know,
and a very old hand at doing an editor's job. If you want to make it easy
for both of us, please let me have one copy with your sugeestions( and
T mean yours, personally, and not those of the girl-however charming-who
angwers thi:hone nor of the ebbeemed middle-aged lady entrusted with the
cleaning -up of the ladie's room)and another copy for me to work on,
ag I am out of such., I shall go tq work on it with a vengeance, as I'd
like to clear the decks by and by for future work,Also, having returned
fairly broke, it gould be nice if some funds were forthcoming; you wrote
me once about a small advance payment on the cheap edition of I don't
quite remember what; and the garantee on the dangerous deer. How.about it,
pal?Excuse the poor typing, I'm still back on my Mexican typewriter with
all things in different places. I had a sweet— sour time down there, having
been loaded down with husband and his friends, his tooth-ache, his distressed
stomach and his general phobla against lice, flees and alacrans. Only the
agt ten days of my stay I was left to myself and went way into Ghiapas and
off the roads, and I mean literally off the roadsﬁinto forests with millions
of orchids%nd strange Indian tribes and unbelievable mountain lakes, and,
Gawd, was ;t cold up there in the highlandgiAnd hot at the Isthmusi

8,

So now I am, as always: a sus ordenes




Deosr Viekis

ITvm sorry thet %mw Mexloan trlp wga
pot an umelxed ,é‘wﬁ butk I am glad that you
are back so that I know where you are, Im
gorry that you have & cold. I have besn
having beastly little summer slnus infec.
tions thabt all seem to covur after my Llrat
string doctor hes gone oubt of Sown for &
faw weelta, However, be giad that youlrs
not in New York.

As for the editing and m%in% of =
DANGER FROM DEER, we sent oub all the coples
which we hed made ab your request, end I
have still o sf:g'@izm gopy you sent me. I
think that I should make wny suggestlons om
this copy and send 1t Lo you. Do you prefer
to have the suggestlons wade on the margins
or ou & seperabe sheet? Bloee we will have
to use this for setbing copy, 1t might ba

batter L I do not merk 1t up too mwiam

As for money, you have $5000 coming on
DANGER FROM DEER and I have ordered & check
for it. As soon as I get Rosie's book bo
the préss, 1711 start on yours, since hers
is already due.

With love,

DBBs b

Miss Viekil Baum
2471 Canyon Qak Drive
Los Angeles 20, California




YICKI BAUM

August 12th 1950

Dear Don, n
Just a llne to remind you that you wanted to send me
my manuscript for cuts and such- wouldn't now be the time to do it? Later in the
fall I might have my nose to the grindgtone and not be as unencumbered by worrlies

about the stuff I want to write next. So- I m waiting

yours, ever

/N 'i
\1 N /@/@Q&.




August 1, 1950

Dear Viekiy

I'm & louse not to have written
you sooners I'm working on your merige
seript but T have been slowed down by
the fact that my resident virus has
flared up for the past Pew weeks and
Itve lost a good deal of time, I3
shoot the menvsoript along to you
very shorily. I'm sorry to have held
Jou upe Iw nob making any drastie LH
cuts becauss the underpinning of the
- abory is rather inbricebe, 3

T T want to wprite :ﬁrc:u 8 long jme@ -
letter soon since I have much to tell
JOUe o S

. With love,

As every

Wiss Viekl Bauwm
27T Cenyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 28, California

DEEr b




/ DOMESTIC SERVIGE \,.

Checl the olass of service desired;| -, 1‘2067 - | Checl kheolassofserv:cedesired
otherwise this message willbe . otherwise thiy message will be
pent aga full rate telegram B sent attheftllyate
s | |semne | oererren
QAY | JneHT _ Lo . COBE" NIGHT
NETER | | VETTER 17t " W.P MARSHALL, PREsIDENT © T N LETTER
NG, WDS 0L, OF SV0. PD.OROOLL, . |.* _ CASHNO. RS cHARGtTQ THE AOOOUNT OF "TIWE FILED
Send the following message; &nbj’ect}o the ter'ms’ on ‘back hcieof, whicl are hereby agréed to” i .
ﬁ W mm, Baww
27T Canyon Qak m&m Eh
Tog: on 204 € Eimmm
YOUR FOINT IS WHLX
' s ' » v .
‘
e 4 . v
)




VICKI BAUM

C

=
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August24th

Dear Don;
T can't tell you how grateful T am to

you for the tenderness with which vou handled my story. You are
right, the darn thing is so tightly figured out and written, that
1t would fall to pileces if we would take out great big hunks.ﬂy
trouble is that I'm such an oldfashioned, solid craftsman, all the @%&
',seams hold and are hard to fip open, L'1ll go over the whoée thing
once more and see 1f I can snip off little bits here and there
andiyou will see that I have gladly accepted almost all of your
suggestions, but one. It hurt me deeply that the only scene

I really like and that ié honestly written, didn't meet with
your approval., I wrestled with it For two days now, but, no, dear
darling, T can't change Larry basically, I re-grouped those dialogues

a bd t, cut out some and tuned down gome, but the facts have %o
remain as they are, You say that larry becomes Goo important; but
I made him so for good reasons, IMirst of all, there is so much
Period in the story, that I must balance it by scmething that's
today. Also,VI wanted to glve the story a 1lift at this pointk by
bringing in a new and fairly amusing and interesting character,
There was none of it since Florian's exit and the thing would sag
badly without the introduction and build-up of Laryry.Now then,

as to hiw being homogexual:it's the only possible answer in the

, ¢
situation,A normal'man, telling afgirl that he is her friend but

not in love, would appear terribly rude, and it would make poor




Joy appear still more unattractive, A girl, on the other hand,
might not take No for an answer and keep on trying to get h:‘l.mg
if not as a lover then as a husband,Purthermore, and to be a bit p

sonebl, there exists a certain compulsion in making one write

certaln things, is it is my tough luck to have vari-usly fallen

tr
in love with "arries, and&
described sort, T guess I Just had to get it out of my system, %o

have gone through experiences of the

there, Don- it's the one point where I have to be adamant,

And thanks again and again for the trouble yvou took and
the job you did and, please, let me have the promised letter and
tell me all about your virus , and 7'11l tell you everything

about my overwhelming and greeatly troubling white blood corpuscles.,
Much love , now that?) have a new typewriter I'm doing werse

than before, don/t I




Suggestions for cuts and changes for DANGER FROM DEER

p. 25 = The brakeman couldn't open the gate from the outside if the train
were moving, (Don't forget, I'm an old railroad men!)

PPe 20=23- slight cut
p. 3l- slight change for style (too many trsin noises) Also P, 29

W S Ak
'Po 5'7-" g{s;é%ht cutv-‘not ) MAM@V%&QQ@@&&QQI’ i"l/ «7 mwwfﬁ{ ‘{/w.,w! WM e *’wg“ /
)«:ﬁ‘: QA f/g&mwl
A gt T A

fﬁ A g A~ ‘}?L A pethes j e “"""[ L /‘"" r
Po 85~ cut - this point is sufficlently mede elsewhere

Po 40~ cut~ g little repetitious

Pe 102-103- cut~ justuto break up the Generalin's conversation s bit
107-108« cut= %o speed up sction a little

pp 116 ffe-Mousie's slang seems a little too modern for 1898, so I've
modified it a little. '
- £, Ak At
N g by, LA
TPe 14*9-130--alsomshang seemsg t00 modern g/ iML ”’éw“’% RS / e ;; f
- T e w«mre by Cakit wé‘ o QRN @f feat,
Pa 138=-cut- o little irrelevant - & Mf(f’ e fﬁ;, g« @ ﬁx_‘ff ol ﬁf@e '

AR
o

PoePe 1LB7== The full moon~--it was three plghis before. wasn't i¢, that : "f‘ et o /
Ann lest saw Florien, end the moon wasn 1: due ¢ 'be;leull uite ./ g ]

Whgh
yeb. See P 134.{ ;&a adut ] AINET nep }
;ﬁwiﬁ’ ?’}‘5’1%4"2 a ?’»M«f P | Ma ] @ CegAbp ey )

J°

Po 162- cut, to speed up scene

P. 165~ cut -~ unnecessary over emphasis

p. 1 76 -~ cut (I've mede & few cute like this because Angelina's feelings
and charedter are by now quite predictable and don'ts have to be
pointed up so much)

181 = cuts~-~ thé suspense seems a 1litle téo muck

P, 192~ cub

p 200~ cut

Po 213= I'ye mede & few little cuts because the fire scene seems to me a bit
long.

Pe 216~= same

P 218= same

. 224~ 22B--seme

Do 235- sliht cut- a little too tesrful

De 241~ cut g little dislogue which seemed unnecessary

Pe 247-- It isn't clear for over a page whom Angelin& is talking o,




p. 252=- slight ecut~-Joy wouldn't be 0ld enough to realize this, and anyway

. 365b=

1t isn't necessary to point up how glad Angeline is to get rid of
Hopper

259. Thism is the ohly very drastic changem I have to suggest., I
don't think it is necessary to have Larry be a homosexual. The purity
of his motives toward Susen is already sufficiently established for
the resder, and the fact that he is not "in love" with Joy is not
hard to explain. His confessing his homosexuality seems to me one
twist of the knife too much., Besides, this is a long and rather
talky scene and ought to be shorter. I have indicated the cuts I
think might be made; if you agree, a fev sehtences are needed to
£i11 in, If you feel strongly about it, leave it as 1t is; ‘but it
geems to me that 1t meites Larry s more important, more highlighted
charescter than he needs to be, and puts him out of proportion to the
rest of the charscters. 1t is Joy who is important here, not larry.
Ix think he'd be Just a8 convincing as o monkish sort of men who is
fond of %M¥mx but doesn't happen %o be in love with her. I think that
a¢ he is, he is overemphasized. '

Pe Z71l - Would Susan have spoken g0 bluntly and insultingly in the presence

of Angelina? (Presumubly Angeline is present, or she wouldn't have
knowg of this conversation.) <+his tsctlessness seems out of character
for “usan.

pe 376~ I have cut a line which seems to he an abrupt change of point of

Pe 404~
Pe 406~-

I'yve been through this three times snd it still seems very resdsble, the background

view,
cut-- unnecessary detall

cut-~this line is all too familiar by now.

and detall are very fine and the charscters fiit it perfectly. Sorry to have

been 80
as to o

long, bub it tekes just as much time to decide to leave something in
ke it out, and you see I heven't cat much. Hope it doesn't cause you

mugh work--you may have even more drzstic idess yourself,

b))




VICKI BAUM
Auguest 25th 1950

Voar Don, I wanted to be a good 1ittle author and go over

the stuff once more to look for cuts and/or glips of taste, but I'm simply
not up to reading it, and + really think you have done such a magnificent

job that the few puny things * might still cut won't amount to much. It seems
more important to ghoot the manuscript back to you on time, isnit it? The

+ am glowed down cuite a bit, doctor's orders,

trouble is that just now
there's a crisis brewing about my health and, well- you have your resident
virus and * have a few other nesty 1ittle items, and so, forgive me, please,
for being , with your help and congent, a bit lazy. Thanks agasin and all

my love .




September b, 1950

Doay Viekis

T have sent your wanusoript to the press without meking
oy further changes although no dowbt some gueriss will ariae
in the course wﬁiaagywmmﬁim%g T shell teke cure ol all thab
I can %o spare you the troubley but T wmlght have to pass &

few on to you with galleys,

Pleoase don't feel hurt thab T supgested a chenge In the
soene botween Joy and Larry, It was not because 1 did nob
feel that the scene was honestly wrltten and, as T told you
at the start, I 4dld ndt insleb @m-wwuw'@mﬁm%ing its I only
felt thet from a structural point of view 1t csused a little
overenphasis, As fop the characterisation lbawll, you are
o ogquite right end T ghell nob touch it

I'm tevribly sorey Yo hear thabt you're nob in good
neslith and I hope that therve's nothlng serious wronge Myselly
T am fwproving although my virus has nobt been oleayly diage
nosed and I Wave to have mere tests to be aure I don't have
undulent fever oy manBaucleosls, However, my own goodalilstor
- is baock from his sumer vacablon and that alene wakes me Yeel
batters My only other wopry ls that my wother 1s hopelesal
11l with & cancerous blood condition and we are rather grimly
awaliting the fatal oubcome, - ;

© I am enclosing a royalby sbatement as of April 30, 1950,
ITtm goprry that the typing of DANGER PROM DEER ate up your
profits and I hope that IV1L have & more cheoriul stetement
o aend you the next time, : -

Mueh love,

DR be

Miag Viekl Baum
2h77 Ownyon Ok Deive
Log Angeles .
Callfornis




VICKI BAUM

Sept. 15th 1950

\\ Don, darling,

E Thanks a lot for your letter and
the sketch fov\mho jacket, First of all, though, what stuff and nonsense
about your h@althl Undulant fever- the last thing I had expected from
you 1s an allmenb\lnduoed by d$é€king the wrong sort of milk. But npow

that they know whag it 1s, they certainly get you well quickly, won't
they? Ag for myself,\well IT'm just sort of pooped and not feeling too
good and now it beem& the doctors agree that it's sort of a slowly
sneaklng, crawling ]eukéﬁia, nothing alarming and it don't hurt, just
keeps me way under par ;k will eventually kill me, if not my wobbly
heart or mke very old growgh‘in my ear will do it before. But as life
in general is one of those ai ments that inevitably end letal, it nd-
ther bothers nor worries me, Just makes me at times as llstless as the
Depresslons And
stockmarket during a depresshdn.hleasse, don't talk sbout it, I didn't
tell anybody, not even in my familx) and the last thing I'd wish iIs to
be treated like a patient patient. 1X% |
Now about that jaoket,xknd I feel like a crabby old bitch

1f 1 say that 1t don't quite hit the 3p6¥x§1Lher The stripes are okg

I guess, although the colors are pretty vile \quecially the yellow,
Anything on the more chartreuzédiight g0 betterHMMWith the rest, but,
hell, eny paint shop or hardware store has now those charts which the
new sclence of color dynamlc has evolved and where you can't go wrongs

However, that " Fieldwand-Stream".defr with the doublechin is really

quite out of keeping with the s<lightly more contemporary rest. And




why have the animal at all~ after all, it's not a hunting story and no
redl deer ever makes an appearance, And if a deer, why not have a funny

carboony line drawing, a carricatur of one,let's say a Steinberg or
Thurber deer attacking a ditto man, just a little black scrawl in a
corner, 1f you Know what I mean, Or, for that matter, why have any-
thing illustrative at all?My, I think I've lost my innocence by having
too many good painters and industrial designers for friends?

- I treated myself to a new typewriter, and for the time

being 1t makes nothing but mistekes, excuse, please,

Much love, always M




VICKI BAUM

Sept. 19th 1950

Gosh, darling Don, I really don't like to be a pest
but the longer 1 have that new jacket on my desk the more horrible
it begins to look , and whatever simple}objective people enter my
room and accldentally ses the thing there, utter cries of anguish.
Doesn't your art department 1ilk me at all and do they do it for
spite? Or are they so unbelievably ancompetent and without talent,
knowled/ge, training or ideas?Or is somebody sitbting on top of

which, /

them who has his own taste- about/wno doubt, one can't dispute?Ges,
well, I mean to saylilhen I go to my basement where the various
translations of my book kick aground, comprising everything from
Finhikh to Urdu, Italian to Hebrew, they all have decent, more or
less contemporary, or, at the worst, inoffensive jackets. I shot

a Yapanese one to you that had srrived the sgme day, the downside
1s the upside if you know what I mean, well, it looks decent to
me, good colors, well balanced, and catching the eye. Can't anybody
in your department cut three pieces of colored paper and paste it
together in a bearable pattern and put some lettering on it so it

can be read?

This, obviously, len't meant for the official files
of the venerable House of Doubleday & Co, nor to be read in a sales-
men's meeting, but, after all, we do 1like to sell books, now don't
we? And why maeke it so hard for the customer? |

Forgive me, I love you dearly, and 1 hope your undulant

resident is in the moving-out stage. E/f? ot

i ¥y
Yo ALY




September 21, 1950

Dear Viekis

1 sent the Japenese jacket down
to the art depariment, delivered &
brief oration, and asked for a new
gketohe They have promissd me pomes
thing tasty and slwmple, Thelyr troubls

is that they r&ally try to hard to b@ _:g,f

dagzlinge

: My undulant fever is affiaiawwy
cured now since 1t takes very 1littde
to kill it once theytve diagnosed 1%;
T'm gbill & Libtle tirved from 1% but
that should pass in & week or so, xul
hope the new skebch ls a good one,

With love,

Mise Viekl Beum |
? ?? Can {@nﬂﬁak Drive
Los Angele

ﬁﬂEzbﬁ.




VICKI BAUM

Sept 28tk 1950

DOU, than

with «11 ay bit-hing aboul the Jacket, anl Tr'u ;lad st vour
bus 1 wone,Yow look, I spent these lant wiserable weelts In bronglating

the damm story 12100 German, some fan, snd 1o the process of 1t I found

various 13 UL1le wmistakos, but also varlous apols where IT'd like to cul

o¥
- . NI PR | -
What's popebtlii¥oor unnesseeniy, Oan thnt b the galleys, or
) » . N i K I 1. _ 1=
does 1t make trouble ond eozt money?lt's o nightoars, to think that I
s N 1 O U
he to vead the onbtlve drivel once ov twico more, bubt olsst o viel

wy thin writing, the vibbon ls swlfully Ulred and 1 never learngd

Lting wyesoll Lato a sovt of

Laaskoon Oroup

Lo pubt = new one in without =

1 ol EIPCE
bungle, o thove :

A1T Bhe eat o you, fondly

\




oebober 6, 1950

Deay Viekis

It sorry that 1t is foo
lates to weke changes in the manmis
seript since 148 on its way to the
press, However, 1f the changes
conslet mostly of euts, 1t won't
be so berrlibly @xyanaiVﬁ to do
in galleys.

Ttm having & new jacket sketch

made up and will send it on Lo you

&& soon a8 it begine & &
anything, Meeanwhlle, would
return the striped h@%?ﬁﬁa R
artist wants 1t baek in csase he
Gan pﬂ@é&a 1t somewhere alas,

With lovay

ook 1like

Q@mﬂl& Be Eldepr

Mise Vieki Baun
277 Ganyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles, Callf.

ﬁﬁmzhz

L




2 DOMESTIC SERVICE -

.. |Cheol the'olass of servios desired;
otherwise thig inessage willbe

v INTERkNATlONALV’SERVIGE \

Check the classof service desired;
otherwise this message willbe

DON BLDER

R _sent'ﬂ§afullx‘a,tetelegram ‘ sentab the fullrate '
R0 I | ikt | Josremres |
Lo lear Jhasr . 1. cone T
o T\LETTER LETTER L7 W, P. MARSHALL PRESIDENT . . |1 _LETTER |/~
' .:.NO’.WDS.;CL-0F$VC “PD.ORCOLL, . | '-  CASH.NO. CHARGE TO THE AocOUNT OF: : TIME‘FILED"‘-'«Z:,‘
‘ Send‘;lxcf;;);;;)n; memage. su;;rcr t? ‘t!:_e terms on bacl; herea‘,‘l; »"'h‘ich are ‘Ii"e‘lreby agr’e?d 10 ‘
" Miss Vioki Baum’ i
2477 Ganyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles, 28, . ) _
Galﬂ.i‘omam 4 i
fzzmvw mmm:wm FOR 35 OENT EDITION OF THE SHIP AND THE
SEQRE PR@VIT:)EI) ’I‘ITLE CAN BE CHANGED TO ONE TROPIGAIB NI Gﬁ@
750 AﬁVANGE PLEASE WIRE ,REPLY




Getober 17, 19%0

ﬁﬂﬁW.Viﬁkiﬁ

Vo less then thres Doubleds
authors got together and proposed te
ug that they colldborate on & novel
with & United Nations backgrounds T
remembey that this idea is one that
we discussed a coupls of yeara sgo and
I firmly veboed the idea of snyone
gleets doing 1t. As & matter of facty
we didn't want these three particulay
paople to try 1t since 1t would be &
rather shoddy agnhha%im jobs They nmay
take the ldes slsewhere and we cen'd
prevent them from dolng that. I wondewr
if this book is stlll on your egende
becaugse the ldea appeals bto us and we
think that you eould do an especially
good job on 1%e T just wented you to
know that I am protecting your ldens..

Have you loocked at the jJacketb
prools yet? : .

With love,
Donald B, Elder

Miss Vieki Baum
2L77 Ganyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles, Cal.

DBBsbz




VICKI BAUM

Oct. 17,1950,

Don Darling,

In a tearing hurry I just wamt to thank you from
the bottom of my heart for giving birth to a real nice COVeT=
and salesmen be hanged! I like best the one with the black
ground and the pinkjwhite end gray print. I could possibly
imagine that my name fould be printed a litkle smaller and
still a 1little shockinger pinker, if it could be done without
causing any trouble. If not, I'm perfectly happy?and my never
ending gratitude, etc. etc,. By and by I'm getbing a bit homesdck
for you and the big city and abery small handful of friends
I have there, By the way- sincg I read that @eneral Speidel
is the Herman ﬂi@ié%mmand@r presumptive , I'm just walting
fqr the day when friend Rosie will be made BEmpress of a future
United and through and through fascist Germany, Helll

As ever yours,

love,

&
s ww IS
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VICKI BAUM

October 2lst 1950

Dear Don,

Thanks for beling such a knight in shining armour
about that UN novel, I shed a silent tear over it, because
1t could 'a been such a good novel, but that was when the UN
had still hopes of bbcoming what it was meant to be, not
a political tool, or whatchamacallit, where we do g lot of pushing
and ocfasionally get pushed a little oumBdédves. Also, at that time
I had secured me a job as lialson officer for the visual propaganda
department which was headed by my good friend Penoit-Levy( La
ﬁ%érnelle, remember) g man of greatest integrity; I could have
worked there in something I knew how to do, would have been
sent around EXX to all other depasrtments, would hgve soaked up the
entire gtmosphere and lingo, and, well, 1t might have been good,
Now Benoit has left and 1s or was in Paris, he saw me Jjust before
leaving; and furthermore, my lovestory would have tgken place
between a Russlian and a British girl who click in bed and in
a. few other things, but remain eternal strangers, like most lovers,
becguse the man was in constant conflict sbout his belisfs, his
orders,in other words, an indoctrinated Communist discovering that
he had élso an individuality. In the end he simply disappeared,
and no one knew what, whereto and why, Well, what's the good of
crying 6ver spilled milk, today it is impossible to paint a Russign
Communist as a quite human, quite likegble gnd rather tragic humxm

person, and S0~ N0 80a8P.




But thanks a lot for thinking of that old idea of mine and
protecting it. I couldn't write it today, and tomorrow it'll

be outdated,
Much love, and how's the bug?

Q0
//\i (UNSNPY
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Oetober 23, 1950

;ﬁ&aw viﬁMi*

T I ﬁ&ligﬁﬁ@a that you 1like
the jaeckeb. I like it too and so

- does the art dﬁyarmanﬁ. We aye

 all battered and bleeding from the

. fight that we put up for & good

‘ jacket emd I bope that the resctlon
=t from book sellers and bmk buyers
| wlll justify %ma. ’ .

I &an*t ﬁmm}a that Rosie 1s

“ golng to stey to be empress of :
Germany sihce she says she's
- coming buck here in Vovember,
Puch ss T would love to have her
“here, Itve tried bo dissuads heax*
: ﬂ&m& she hes zmmy in Buropey.

but none here.

I mw that ;gw:m cln come w
New York soon. I would love to

888 you.

With love,

Donald B, Elder
Miss Vickl Baum

R be




Ootober 27, 1950

Dear Viekis

~I'm overy sorry that I made a mige
bake when 1 wrote you the letter of
sgreement congerning the publleation
of ONE TROPICAL WIOHT (THE S8HIP AND
THE SHORE) by the Garvden City Pube
lishing Company. T said thab your
share of the advance would be BLO00,00
whereas sctually 1t is to be $750,00.
- The reason I wade this mistake is that
I was dietating Pfrom & new elsuse in ,
the soptract which named & h pothetlcal
figure, YHowever, ¥l Lroyalty remains
the same, which ﬁ

Itta too bad sbout the United
Natlons povel. Tt really could have
been a humdinger, , iy

With love,
Donald B, Elder

HMiss Vieki Baum
2477 Canyon 08k Drive
Los Angeles, Calif,

DBEybz

8 the important thing, o
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Bagnold, Enid f)

o
THE"LOVED AND ENVIED 3400

Oddly period in feel, this is actually a contemporary tale of the fading glories
of a vanishing generation of the socidl ly elite of Paris and its environs.
Clinging to a past whenthe standards of social success had been within their
making, a tiny segment of a lost wrld iind their dreams have become ashes, that
Jedousy is stronger than passion. There is the Vicomte de Bus-Pouilly, to whom
his relationship with hose over thirty three years means more than marriage could
have meant, though Kose can still be jealous of the once glamorous Lady Meclean,
whom &l 1 men love, and of HEdouard's unhappy sister, whom she had never seen...
There is Rudi bolbein, playwright, whose shadowy wife, Cora, suddenly stepped

out of character, left him, and became a puinter oL some renown,.,, There is Luby -
Maclean, envied by all, but defeated within herself by the withdrawal of her
husband, the hatred of her daughter, liranda, with whom she Lad abysmally failed,
There's fortune seeking cad, Tuxie, who falls in love with Ruby &1 d marries
Miranda, only to méke her life a Gouble hell in Jamaica, where they are sent,
Such is the cast. The drama is acted out to almost classical tragedy dimensions
of death on all fronts, with wasted love .and active hate as motivating forces.
There is no feel of the modern world; the story - which might have carried conw
viction in more glamorous days - seems to exist in a vacuum.

Baum, Vicki DaNGER FROLk DEER 3.00

Some extroverted emotions and & fawmiliar flourish for the story of Ann Ambros,
whose doe-~eyes concealed a lifetime of deliberate destruction to those around
her, a life-tine now in full recall after she is pushed off the platform of a
train by her stepdaughter, Joy, TFrom the time when at fifteen Ann had fallen

in love with the famous violinst, Florian Ambros, she had let nothing stand in
her way - not even his marriage to her older sister in whose death she had been
instrumental. wmarrying lorian, she later drives him to suicide, ruins Joy's
chance at marriage, and is now bent on breaking up her son's home when Joy
intervenes, and, for her brother's sake, tries to kill her ... The expected
largesse of decor and drama, for the expected audience.

Hindus, Maurice MAGDA 3,00

Irom his own early experience in this country as an immigrant farmer, stems a
substantial, sentimental 1f quite earthbound story of mike Koziol, a Polish boy
of twenty-one, who comes to America with a _reat "hunger forland", goes to work
for Titus Lockwood who treats him as a son.. And from the beginning there is '
~ike's worship for hagda, the wife of a neighborin, farmer, Dan, - Magda who
served the finest food but also read the best books, and vhose beauty as well as-
attempted self-betterment made her suspect. Although aware of the tension
between Dan and iagda, wike still refuses her when she makes herself available,
gtunds by through the tragedy whea she becomes pregnant by another man, Dan
takes his life, and she leaves forever to atone for his deathe.. & lot of dirte
farming talk and Polish folkways temper the romeance with realism, give this a
certain vigor. The market however may be less vigorous.
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VICKI BAUM

Nov. 18,1950,

Dear VYon,
Please have Doublbday's send one set of galley profifs
£& of DANGLR FROM DEER to

4% pditorial Sudamericana
Calle Alsina 500

"E%J 4
{ 1 Buenos “ires
P Argentina
and charge 1t to my account, 1 spppose Michael Joseph will have
asked for galley proofs algo- if not please let them have some,
Forglve the briefness, I'm dead pooped,

Love as always




November 22, 1950

Dear Viekis

Itm sorry to hear that you
fael po tived and I hope youlre
feoling betlter now. We have
rogeived the gelleys of DANGER
FPROM DEER and we are ltallclsing
the forelign words where you have
indicated italies, Itm afrald
that this Is going to make Uhe
atyle a 1ittle ilnconsistent, bub
it is alwost impossible to be
entirely consistent about forelgn
words., '

- I have sent galleys to _
¥nglend and also bo the publisher
in Avgentine, Thess are, of ,
courses weorrected, bubt no doubl
you will have a chance to ses
proocfs of thely editlons.

Donald B, Elder

DBEha

Miss Vieki Baum
277 tenyon Oak Drive




December 5, 1950

Dear Vieki:

DANGER FPROM DEER hes been
talken by the Plotion Book (lubs
This club does not make any
minlmum guerentees and lt's nob
& Doubleduy Club, so I have no
very accurate ldsa of thely
slroulation, Itts one of the
smaller clubs, bubt whetever we
get is pure gravy. I hope
yourre Ieeling well and able
to witheband all the rigers of
& fami&y Chrlatmas .

With love,
sDonald B, Elder -

ﬁﬁﬁ&hﬁ

Migs Vieki Baum
217 G&ngan Dak Drive
Log Angelesy Calif,




VICKI BAUM

Don Dafifn%!

Thénks a lot for the Maugham, I shall take the old Master

S

e e v e

to bed with me tonight anémégjgﬁmﬁiﬁ“kgpnedged bitchiness as usual.
I''tm just in the process of betaking myséif»to Mexico for the Holldays
and want to wlsh youw a very merry X-mag, s;ﬁ%sfying New Year with
only a mild hangover and not too many good in%éptions and most of
all very good health, At the same time I must bo%her you to have
somebody send me post haste a statement about the amounts pald to me
during 1950, T need it for my income tax return, Plea%@:don't forget
to give my request to whom ever it may concern, After mj*r@turn I
w.nt to settle down to work on my next book although the iaéa of
“work somehow seems for the time being rather inconcelvable tovmg.
ell, we'll gsee if I can get this experlenced old hehind glued tg\

the chair once more,

With all my love

g&vg 0o O




29 December, 1950

Dear Viekis

I hope thak gem heve had & good mmaay
in Mexiee and are in good healithe

You asked me for a statement concerning
the smowits pald to you by Doubleday
during 1950, We made no g&m&ma axoept
for the advanse of @5&&@(}# mwma

PROM DEER. FR

Rosie hes just areived fvom Eumm %iﬁx
a gpectroulsr soliffeur, She is now &
platinum blende and looks very fine lnw
deed, 8hats very heppy to be back snd
albogether neems to be in excellent
spirlts, 1t would be fun 1f g’m @mm
gome to New York so that we all m&m tﬁ
have & reunion.

Thanks se much Loy the new xmeamgmphe
Itts really sbuming. T have shyly
hinted to the publluity ﬁmxmrtmmﬁ that
they might pay Loy 16,

With loves

Donald B, Elder

Miss Viehl Baum
2477 Canyon Oak Drive
Los Angsles, Callfl,




VICKI BAUM

N
%yﬁ\ «g‘““&
o _

\33 Jan 11,1951,

Dear Mr. Elder,

Vicki asked me to write a few words to you as she is
8 AY at the moment completely submerged in her new book and refuses to answer
e the telephone. So, please don't mind that the letter hes her name and
my signature on it.

e S
2 £

.

Vicki would like to know if you have smmd a set of
EK¥X galley proofs to Edition Sudamericana in Buenos Aires as they have
written again and would like to have them as goon as possible.

Thank you very much.

Very s‘ncerely yours, o

/8




15 January 1951 .

Dear Mr. Osteriag: |

We sent gealleys of DANGER FROM
DEER to Bditlon Budewmericans in
Busnos Alres last Novembor 20th.
Since they have nol recelved them,
they wast heve got lost and conw
w@twmm wa will send thew a copy
of the bound book whioch we expect
to have ﬁhw'wmm

Please glve my love to vmm

ALL best wishes,

Donsld B, Hider

| DBEsbz

Mr. Carl Osteriag
277 anyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles, Oallif,




21 February 1951

- Dear Viekl:

I am englosing & dull royalty &%tﬁﬁmmm
- without a cheoky but I hope that the
next tlme, it will be considerable,

" DANGER FROM DEER has had o very good adp
- vanee sale, the way movels are selling
- thess days. 1'm extremely disappointed
~ in the reviews, which are very unfair
and whioh seem to reveal in most vases
that the reviewsr hadnt ad the bool,
Howsvery T hope that the book will sell
& long %&m An spite of them, .

I hepe W@Wﬁh‘mé& goes well wwh

Donald B, Elder

Miss Vieki Baum

2477 Canyon Osk Drlve
Log Angelon
Galifornia

DEE/bw




VICKI BAUM

Dear Don,
Please have a copy of my book sent to

Miss H.M.Hirschbach
119 West 87th Street
New York 2L, NY.

Mrs, Johanna Mueller
52 Jericho Turnpike
Mloral Park, L.I.

Theodor Hagun
895 Westend Ave,
New York Qity. NY

Dr, Blisabeth Moses
2700 Polk Street
San HFrancisco

Beth and Dana Reddish
Pacific Grove
Gen,Delivery

Calif,

- \

g \/OA/\MN&/S




VICKI BAUM

March 11,1951, : i

Dear Don,

| Thanks for your letter, statement and my
five bboks; I hévehft-sééﬁ anyrfeviews.asidé frém.ﬁh@
very benevolent and completely i1lliterate local ones and someth-
ing in the New Yorker and NANAKKN Newsweek, “hose I thought
falr enough, as I myself have no illusions about the
qualities of my opusd That the critics don't read it is
understandable as long as everything they need to know
is told in the blurb, I guess I never gelt together with
the Doubleday sales force%oghat there should be a just divisilon
of work; that ig, the writer would write the book and the
salesman would try and sell 1t, Sometimes I have the im-
pression that I could do a better job of selling my books.
~than they .do, while on the other hand I doubt theg could
write it better than I, Miss Thomas has stirred up a lot of
people who are only too willing to have me speak on the
radio and in all sorts of clubs and I appreciate that,
However, after I have spilled charm all over the place and

> gucceeded

made my piteh for that goddamn book and ga#k
in bringing my flsteners under the magic spell of my personallty

so that a few of them actually bustle around the corner to the

bookshop to buy the thing- well there is no book. It's the
good old Doubleday policy, I know 1it, and g@iously it's

working fine for the shareholders. As for the wrilter



- well, sometimes I have my doubtsf in any case, it's

gquite a bother to me to have so often to answer letters
asking me where.they could obtaln one or the other of

my books and why it can't be had, Forgive me if this sounds
especilally grouchy , maybe because I'm in bed with influenza
bugs sitting &l 1 over me, and, anyway, I know that you

play on my team,

T should have liked to get vo New York in
gpring but in the meantime I have plunged into work, it goes
a- 11ttle &low but not unsitisfactory, and I figure that 1t'll
take me another three or four months to get through with
my first draft, If I zet stuck, I might gtill declde that
a bit of NY air might glve me a 1ift,

//ther@ is another 1little item I wanted to tell you
though 1t's strictly confidential yet: a highclass musical
is being made of'GrandHotel'and if things go according to
plans it should be on the stage by next winter, I have an

1dea that in such a case a new cheap edltion of the old
chestnut would be called for, Pometimes I ask myself, what
has Fitzgerald got that I haven't - excep?t dypsomania%

How are you dolng? Are you belng a good boy?

All my love, as ever

(ke




It is onot s Doubleday o
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55 Madison Avenus

;f-;  6 Maroh 1951

Deay Viekis

Itm very sorry that you're disburbed to hear that
there avre no coples of DANGER FROM DEER in book
shopss This 18 & phenomenon that I can only compare
-~ bo Plying Bausers, It heappens with every book that
we have ever piblishedj domeone slways tells us
that they have gone to & boold shop and have found
ne coplen of the books  Los Angeles aceounts
ave partloularly well covered, and I'm afeald that,
if the bookseller dooes not have the book, 1t is
begause he has fellsd to oprdey suffielent voples.
Lioy to keep books oub
of book atores, mew"gﬁmaﬁﬁm roadily see would

be of no advantage to the shaveholders who only
make money on the books we sell. It happens that
the Booksellors of Amerles ave the grentest ocafls
in the world and ave only teo willing to bleme the
sublisher when they don't bappen bo have the book
chat the oustomer wenbs.

Tim sopry thab youlve haﬁlffmmw I kmow how wieserable
1t 18 beoaugs we have ell had it here.Thers seems Lo

have been a small epidemic.

T will make a mentel note of ‘the nusical of GRAND
HOTEL. A5 soon as you %e6ll me that 1% is not &
&gﬁgiﬁamﬂiam:mﬁﬁﬁwwg 1111 go to work on & veprint
odlbion. : : :

T am very woll and have got through this winver

with fap less Aifficulty than any previous winter
in 15 years. Itm afrald that the peason is cleen
zigimgﬂ whioh, although very dull, hes lts gompens
BOLE OB s :

With all my love,







575 Madison Avenue
New York &8y WY,

March 9, 1951

Daesyr Viekls

We have o chanes bo sell E@@ﬁﬂﬁ
sorlal rlghis « .0, the vight ko
publish In newapapers alter book
publioation - bat oupr sonbrack
DARGER P00 DEER does not inel .
bhose wi&hﬁa W%& usual srrengement
ig 8 LLLCyw-T § aplit bebween
futhor and wﬁ%ﬁ sher. The swn mf
money involwed is not lurge, bub
i8's all gw&wg and 1L you would
authorise we to haudle thess righﬁ&,
I think we wmight plok up some .
mongys. Won't you leb we koow 1
voutys williing to 1@% s hﬁnﬁiﬁ -
%ﬁw;’s:‘i' o

With love,

Wiss Viekl Paum
2l ?? o {ﬁﬂ Gk Drive
Los Angeless Calils

DRE b

ces Mrs, P@llﬁyﬁ:“




‘ﬁf VICKI BAUM
;o

@2@ ‘ March 12,1951,

If you'd let me know a blt more definitely who wants

those second serial rights and what they want to pay for it, T
could give you a more definite answer, Off-hand I'd say that I'd
rather not do it; vou knowy that when I make myself wrlte something
for the magazines, I wset very well pald for it and I don't want to
risk lowering my standard as a high-priced magazine author by
selling secénd rishts for -ch&cken feed, But thanks for trying to
prop up my fhhenXces,

How is my little mlsscarriage dolng? I saw it
on one or the other bestseller list- does Miss Thomas hustle some
business in San Francisco? *“f one could make the people there think
that 1t contains the dark secrets of somebody of the mame of something
the%y%robably make a run for 1t, thelr local pride and gossip belng
what 1t 1s. Also, if it should help, I could fly over and do my
bit,

Yown with the flw again, or =till, yours fondly

(il




o e e 9
575 Madison Avenus

March 15y 1951

iuﬁaaw Viekis

‘We have & chance Lo sell & condensed onew
~shot verslon of DANGER FROM DEER %o the

“Phlladelphia Bullebin, and we would stip-
Cyiete that 1t eould not be published fow
ome montha bo coms so thabt 1t 4id not
nterfere with the bool sele. Anotheyr

. good possibility is the Tovonbo Stap,

¥hich wlght pay (800400 Actunlly, your
4 sales would not effech »
 price of your Livst serial sales.

- DANGER FPROM DEER 1a doing guite nicely.
Phe last sales flgures I have ave fop -
Pabruary 20th, when 1% was & 1little over
10,000 soples, and its weelkly vate wam
yery asteady., T'11 see 1f we can'i h
a whispering campnign In San Fran :

Ttw morry bo hear you're still Sons itth
tflu, and I hope you'll gebt over it =
guleklye |

With lowve,

Miss Viek! Baum |
207t Comyon Oak Drive
Los Angsles, Calll.




VICKI BAUM

March 17,1951,

Dear Don,

Thanks very much, but I really wouldn't like
to make hash of my tough old degr for Jjust that little biat of money,
so, please let 1t go. I wouldn't want to have 1t in any newspaper
in the USA and as of Canada, mv British agents have the rights to
sell it there and, in fact, might already have sold 1t as 1t was
published as a first serial in itngland and I think in Canada too.

Thanks very much and all my love

7 ,
/




Al Lobel s | JuBai]
Billing e . |

Don Hlder ;

Please mend 8 copy mf;ﬁ&ﬁmg m&ﬁ@mﬁ'ﬁﬁam DEER to esch of the followlngs

Miss H.M, Hirsehbach | Dr. ElisabethrMoses
119 Weat 87th Street ; 2700 Polk BStreet
New Yovk 2L, W.Y,. : Ban Fpanclsco, Calll,

Mra, Johanna Muelleyr : Beth & Dane Reddish
52 Jericho Turnpilke Lo Paolfic Grove ~
Flovral Park, L.I. Pl Gone Delivery ‘
o . - Calif, | .
Theodor Hagun .

895 West End Ave,

Hew York, N,Y.

These coples awe to be chavged to aubhor.




DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC.

Memorandum For —_Don Elder : . Date Morch 21, 1951

Dept. . Lditorial

From .Mina Turner Res GRAND HOTEL by Baum

We are meking a contract with Permabooks for publication
of the above book at 35¢ in labe 1951 or early 1952,

The guerantee is $1000.; royalty is .O0LL to 150,000 and
,021 thereafter, Proceeds will be divided equally with
the asubhor,

As you know, this has already been in e 25¢ reprint with
Avon and is now out of print with then,

-

S o




22 March 1951

Dear Viokis

T have asked our syndicate depertment
not to try bo do anything with the
&ﬁggﬁﬁ gorial righite of DANGER PROM
DEER « o

Your request Lor & rﬁ@ﬁimﬁ-adiﬁi&ﬁ»@f
GRAND HOTEL must have been telepathle,

TN TR 2

since we are just now waking e eontract

with Permabooks for publication at 354
in late 1951 or early 1952. The guarys

antee la lg@ﬁﬁuﬁﬂa.ﬁm@ the royalty s

»0&% o 150,000 and 021 thersafter,
with bthe usual 50/50 spllit betwesn
suthor and publlsher. _ ;

I'm hoping o take my wvecabion in April,
although so far I haven't decided where

to goe 1 hops that you have no more
tPlu germs and ave feeling well.

With love,

Migs Vieki Baum
2477 Ganyon Ouk Drive
Los Angelen, Galifl,

oek/os




Dear Viekls

Tn the course of moving our offlces, we have found
that owr old flles have regurgitated a greald mény wenusoripts
from the push, some of which ave Germen coples ol your hooks e
We have the follewing tltless

DAS LEBEN OHNE GEREIMNIS (1032) « wmany soples.
ULLE DER ZWERG i

CARRIERE (ms,) o : , ,
FATLLENDER STERN (also the English translation)

: Ay me.)
 HELL TN FRAUBNBSER i

T don't like to do anybhing aboub them withoul your pere .
wission, Bo wen't you let me know which books or manuseripte
you would 1like to have veturned to you, and which can be
destroyeids o |

 he menusoript and galleys of DANGER FROM DEER have
been reburned to us by the press, Would you 1ike Ho have
then baok, op shall I throw them away? -

© DANGER FROM DEER is showing & healthy weekly sale
and 1ts total, based on an unaudlied #&&mww# &a no Loy

pbout 11,000 soples,
T hops you're feeling well and not working too hard.
| With love,

. Donald B, Blder

Migs Vield Baum
2L77 Canyon Aok Drive
Los Angeles 2l, Oalif.

DEB BZ




VICKI BAUM

April 5,1951,

Dear Don,

Thanks very much for letting me know about
the treasures you dug up -please, burn all manuscripts, and let
me have a few copies of "Ulle der Zwerg" and "Hell in Frauensee!
"Leben ohne Gehelmnis" and "Fallender Stern" are one and the same
book and I wouldn't mind having two or three coples of it,
Otherwise I belleve that you could sell any German remnants to
PETER FPTSCHER - you will find his address in the classifled - he
specializes 1In German books, Manuscript and galleys of "Danger from Dedj
can be thrown away too as far as I'm concerned,.

A Now another thing which you might relay

to Miss *homas if you will be so kind: I'm going on May 17th to

san Francisco to peddle my book at one of Mrs, Girvin's very
efficientUpl *Book and Author Club luncheons®, It occurred to me

that this could be corvenlently combined with an autographing binge
at one of the big bookstores, elther ,on May 17th in the later
afternoon or on May 18th, as Ijplen to stay over thea,week end

in San Francisco in any case, As San IPrancisco is a googreading

Kcity and this is a San Prancisco book we might sell failrly
well up there and Mrs, Girvin would also give 1t a good bufild-up,

In fact she offered,in case you people are boo bored or o sleepy

or too something to handle this thing, that she would have your
MrX. Myers arrange some rousing fesgtivity of the sort., Me, suffering
#senile amnesia, I don't quite remember whether Myers 1s or is nob
the good-looking and friendlv gentleman to whom you handed me over
when I did my research in $.F.%? Mrs. “irvin is going to San Francisco
on April 10th and she as well as I would like to know whether and
what before that, So please, Don(my darling, could you shoot a letter
or a wire to me on time?

Thanks and love#, still or more or less
wobbly with afterflul germs yours ever

/’/ ' :
VA
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Doubleday-& Co.

Miss Vieki Baum * (April 10, 1951)
2477 Camyon Osk Drive :
Los Angeles, Callf,

Doubleday a&w&aé@mg autogrephing and all possible
publieity for your San Francisco visit,
Details follow. Love.

Do




VICKI BAUM

May 7, 1951

Dear Don --
As I don't know how and where to contgct the Doubleday boys
in San Francisco, would you kindly let them know that I
shall be at the Fairmont Hotel  arriving May 17th in the
morning. However, I'll have to wash my neck and make my
luncheon speech, glso at the Fairmont, which means that I
wouldn'tt like any calls etc, until after the lunch,
Another thing -- at the time I went to San Irancisco for
background you had fastened me to a very nice and helpful
former Doubleday man whose name I in my usual idiooyfhave
forgotten., Though I think he'll be glad if I leave him in
peace, I should at least call him up and thank him once more,
Could you tell me name and address?
Had a rather melancholy letter from Rosie, do you see her or
1s the divorce total?

All the best‘as ever,

Yours,

P

/ l | N 7 a




WA SPECIAL ENVELOPE [

V¢NA329 PD&FY LO%ANGELE% CALIF 11 11??A= |

=D.N ELDER%D@UBLEDAY AND C.«
575 MZ\DISON AVE

~S@RRY CANNOT AFFORD HANGING AROUND SAN FRANCISCO JUST FOR THE
PLEASURE OF MEET!NG BOO< SELLERS LETS FORGET THE W§OLE TH[NKQ-

f}g/"(’“ g,@,@@ &569 <
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‘ d‘BE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATI: SUGGERTIONS FROAM ITE PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE /‘JM,&Q f




\\Aw&,m W e e oo P Y e TolamasSon

Doubleday & GO

Pos Miss Viekl Beum May 11, 1951
2477 Cenyon Oak Drive
fun Los Angeles, gallife

Autographing party Mey 19th sancelled. Will be party May 21lab
Monday bo meet log 1 bookselloers, Pleass give sdimx your
address Lo ﬁﬁﬁyg .&;ﬁm Phelan Bullding, end pontact hinm for
detallde AN

o,

/ Love, Dol

\,\ﬂ)‘ﬁ@ﬁ \eigg%&g b Ln €O




Doubleday & Co, ST5 Madison |
May 16th, 1951
Mlgs Mary Lou Mueller
Doubleday & Coey Inc,
il Phelan Bldg.
160 Market HBtrest
Ben Prancisco 2, Oalif,
Please send nice bouquet lowers te Viekl Baum, Fairmont
Hotel May 1.’?“531‘:@ englosing card seying Love and Good Luock,

Don Elder, Many thanks.

Pon Elder




DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. . PUBLISHERS * GARDEN CITY, N. Y. ===

14 West 49th Street, Rockefeller Center . New York 20, N. ¥. Clrcle 6-1700

HOWARD 8. CADY, 441 Phelan Bldg., San Francisco 2, California « YUkon 2-5158

‘)ﬁﬁf ' May 16, 1951
h@ﬁgwﬁﬁ y Lo, 195

Dear Mr. Blder:

Helen Girvin of the Book and Author
Luncheons telephoned yesterday wornlng,
gomewhat upset because the Falrmont
Hotel had informed her Vicki Baum had
cancelled her reservations. Later Al
Meyers of Macy's called, equally con-
cerned because of the ad geheduled fomnr
May L7the

In the afternoon, Mr. Meyers called back
to tell me that Helen Glrvin, as I under-
stand 1t a personal friend of Miss Baum,
had gotten in indirect touch with her.
Tt seems Mlss Baum's daughter 1s seriously
111l and it was necessary for her to cancel
her trip to San Franclsco., The message

as I got 1t indicated that Miss Baum 1ls
most apolobetig about the whole thing, and
that she might consider making the trip
in June.

ALl this is simply by way of saylng that
in view of the above 1 have not sent the
flowers that you requested for Miss Baum.
T sibould imaglne that you would be hearing
from her directly as soon as she has an
opportunity to write.

Sincerely,
% UW

Mary Lou Mueller
Mr. Don klder

New York Office




| Deay Viakis

I have heard from our San Francisco
- office that your trip had to be cancelled ,
because of 1liness in your fewily. I dontt

- know the detalls, but I do hope it flsn's

serious and I hope whoever th® patient is
regovers yapldly. ‘ D

I8 you ave able to pake the trip later,
welll try agaln to arrange some sort of
funetlon which will be helpful to the book
- and not too palunful for you Incidentally,
~ aubogrephing pavties seem to be almost out

of the gquestion since none of the stores
- seem to want thewm. oo

Gurt Rless ls here, in an agonizingly
complacent mood, , In appesrance he 18 comw
- pletely square. I still see Rosie. Ouyp
divorse 1s not completes Ib¥s jJust & tome
porary separstion, She's doing one book
for another publisher and then she will |

raburn to us. ‘

With love,

Miss Vieki Bawn
2477 Cangon Oak Deive
Los Angoley

mﬁﬁtbm'
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Dear Don,
An 0ld friend of mine Dr. Paulm@gggiq:”or

maybe he 18 Prof. at Stanford by now - wfgfesbm@ that he sent
Doubleday's a manuscript of popular phychology about his special
field which has to do with speech d@fecta and Analysis of voices
or some such thing. You know that I never recommend things and
I wouldn't do//; this case as 1 haven't read his stuff; I under-
stand though, that BDoubleday's have repeatedly asked to see his
manuscript. Anyway, Paul is a very good lecturer and a very
amusing and original fellow and it is quite possible that he's
got something good there, On the other hand, I'm not sure that his
idea about popular writing is the same as Doubleday's. After all,
he is a very renowned scientist and his standards might be qulte JXKX
different from thosg?%gsﬁigfgko have to sell a book, Far be it
from me to infliet upon you another Herr Professor like Dr.
Ernst Tert ; all I wish to do is possibly to pave the way for
Paul's manuscript so that it might be read with & friendly and
interested eye,

I'm just getting ready for a brief vacation
in Hawaii, my address until the end of June will be Hotel Hana u
Maui, Hawallan Islands.'

All the best for you, as ever yours,

Vubod




June 6, 1951

Deagr ?iakis

T find that Dr. Paul Moses! manuscript
18 in the house snd is belng glven very
eareful conslderation. Thanks very
mugh for writing to me aboub 1t.

1 hope that youtll have a good btime

in Hawell and that youtll send me 4
posteard of a girl in e grass skirbte

With lovey

Mise Viekl Paum
Hotel Hana Waul
Hawaiieon Islands

DBEsbs




July 31, 1951

Mar« Vicki

Itm sending you & check and & royalty staﬁement;j
govering your account up until April 30, 1951, |
‘This amount does not represent the total sales
of DANGER FROM DEER and I hope that I will be

sending you wore at the next vroyalty period,

.Ifm afraid that I've forgotten the orlginal
title of ONE TROPICAL NIGHT and I don't -
suppose that 1t's worth going into., If you
_want to, T'11 have you meet the Perma Book

T kitle men perabnally the next time you come

_ to New York «- he might take us to the Labtinm ..

Quarter or spme other glamorous Broadway
bistre. Meanwhlle, here is a cool grand to

squander on your second grandchild. .

I hope you've had a pleasant vacatiﬂn iﬂ
Hawail and are E@@limg welle : :

With much love,

Miss Vieki Baum

2477 Cenyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles
California

DBE:bs




VICKI BAUM

Aug 6,1951,

Dear Don,

Thanks for theé, most welcome check, nice to
hear from you in any case. I had netither a nice vacation in Hawail
nor did I feel wellywhich sounds more ‘gour than I actually am,
What are yvou going to do with your vacations and how are things in
general? The original title of "One Tropjcal Night" was "The Ship
and the Shore", but who the hell cares angway. Forgive me, bubt I'm
in no writing mo@d tonight, so just thanks Palsand all the best,

As ever yours,




VICKI BAUM

November 3d 1951

Dear Ken,

~ 1 want to thank you for your very sweet letter,
and 1 just want to repeat to you what I told Don. I don't blame anything
or anybpdﬁbut my own somewhat vague feeling of restlessness and uncertain-
vy for wanting to get away. I guess it's in the air. I've been working
very hard - and am still at it- on a very unfriendly novesl of which I
am by no means sure that I'1ll wish 1t to be published in the U 8 at all,
There 1s no country I love better than this, but, on the other hand, there
are so many things going on here which upset me( and I have always been
most criticdl against those I love most, mavbe that's why) that I had
to clarify for myself a lot by writing it down.In any case, your sales
forces wouldn't like it and somehow it wouldn't fit into the Doubleday
setting. I'm not sure I'1l like it myself after a little while or from
some distancé, but for the time being this book is the most important

thing to me. Let's say I'm working out a compulsion, and that usually isn't

a very profitable thing to do, is 1t? Well, there it is, and you can
gee by this confidence or confession that I think of you very much as
one of my very few close friends. In fact, I '11l feel much better with
you and Don now that no business gets mixed up in what I hope will be

a lasting contact and some good talks when I get to N Y- in early Spring,
I hope.

Personally I'm a bit under a cloud just now- Wolfgang has another
grave operation coming up next week, just when the younger boy is sent
back to Germany by the army,And my own health isn't all it ought to be-
but that's less important. However, the two grandchildren are great fun
and I'm getting lots of pleasure out of 1life, malgré tout.
’ Thanks again, and every good thing to you

a%ways

\/” L”S/(}‘Q) L

A\

|
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. Optober 25, 195L

Dear Vickis

When Don left on leave of absence to write the Lardner book,
he broke the news te we that you are leaving Doubleday. This
is a great disappointment and I want. you to know that you will
really be missed. We all loved you here very much and if we
have made you unhappy in owr handling of one or two of your
books that makes us all the more unhappy. I feel a responsiw
bility in this in that I'm afrald your discontent started with
my rushing you through ‘that book three years ago. I've never
renlly excused myself for that and feel that that was a plece
of very bad judgment on wy. part.

The main point of this letter is to tell you that we will
wateh your career with another publisher with the greatest
hops for your guccess. We ave happy that you have been with
ug these many ysars and we would hardly be friends if we
didn't wish you every success in your future. : :

I had @ nice vacation thls Lall on Martha's Vineyard and ran
into Incy Goldthwalte whom I haven't geen for years. We
talked fondly of you. She has her same job ab McCallis and
looks very well, R

My very best wishes to your family and of course to you,

Love,

Hen MeCormick
Edltor in Chief

Desn. ATORYS

Migs Vieki Baum,
2h77 Qanyon Oak Drive,
Los Angeles 28, California,

Kilo:F5 . QepOPET. S2' TORT
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VICKI BAUM

DeCO 16, 1951.

Depr Ken,

Just to say hello and to wish you all good things
for X-mas and whatever kind of New Year you want, - happy or
prosperous, If possiblejboth.

Love, as always, yours,

(f/i/vg%us






