Some notes concerning " The Weeping Tree" by Vicki Baum
L

LENGTH .

No doubt the thing is too long, but how you're going to cut it down to a

‘beararble length I don't know. There are some repetitous spots which you

will find better than I can, because it seemed to we sometimes that T had to
rub it in so as to make a certain point stick to the veader's mind. Howevers:
there will be » strong temptation to cut out the long drab passages which
contain nothing but facts, figures and informetion sbout rubber. This juet
can't be done— or I might as well never have written the book. On the other
hand, if we cut out teo much of the human side of the stories, the informa-
tive part will get topheavy. Well, let you worey for a change. They jnust pub--
lighed " Marion" in BEngland and somehov managed to squeeze it into normal book
length without cutting a word, They did it by scant wargins, close print and
similar war measures. See what can be done about it in this way.

Legal qu@stioﬁa.

It will be very necessary to havé your compary lawyer scan the thing carefully
g0 as to aveid libel suits and similar difficulties.l] will point out the
questionable points in detail as I go along from chapter to chapter.

Political quéations.

Far be it from me to gum up the works of our good neighborhood politicians;on
the other hand, rubber history is neither pretty nor fragrant.Anyway, it might
be necessary to tune down one or the other sentence to make it sound less rude.
Pleage, watch out for such controversisl points.

Fagts end figures . they are all correct, checked and counterchecked. All we

have 4o do 1s being carveful to aveid misprints ov other such errors. Avis for

the proofreader: Please, don'y dive into the Fncyclopedia Britantica to decide
any doubtful points. The venerkble encyclopedia stopped rubber history around

19211 and everything said there is more or less obsolete,

Introduction.

) !
Please have your lawyer find out if the remarks there are clesr enovgh and

cover us against poseible libel suits or if anything needs empheaizing. Also,
have someone check up the names of the people from the N.Y. Botanical Garden
who helped me. Wolfgang chould check up on the names of the Brazilian gentle-
men o : '

Now let's go chapter by chepters
Akron Obituary .

Here, as in some other chapters, I nesd someone to watch for the idiom. T dig-
like dilalect writing in any lenguage, but I do want to Parely indicate the idiom
and tried my best to do it. However, I may easily have slipped up here and
there. The Akron workers are not Middle Westerds, but to a great degree
Hillbillies from the South. Tief ones I met didn't spesk a very pronounced
ifiom. Kindly note that the wan who tells this chapter was brought up to become
a teacher and handles the language pretty well; Jim Morton, about whom he s
balks, on the other hand, is a Kentucky boy and talks ungrammatically . Ken

1 s Jon the way of becoming a white collar boy and talks very correctly,

except when he uses the idiom to be friendly.



Akron Chppter cont

The chapter is too long, but contains the roots for some of the later chap-
ters, so go easy on the cubting. Details abput Akeon labor ﬁ$®@ory and tirve
bullding technic are correct. - ‘

Akron Biography .

This is the chapter which gave me my biggest headache and still does.The finaglig
of big industries are something I simply can't understend. I took the ups and
downs of Summit Rubber from the ledgers of Goodyears which were generously
shoyn to mes usunally I used two thirds of the figures Goodyears had in their
books, assuming that Summit Rubber was two thirds as large a company as

is Goodyears. The fips and downs are characteristic for the entire TXORELIEEY
tire industry.The maneuvers going on between Tyler and Warrens might seem

a bit childish and I would appreciszte if someone who undersbands high finsnce
would look inte it and improve it if necessary. I have an idea Mslcolm could
help me a lot. However, I read all the biograhies and autobiographies of the
financial wizzavds and that is what T got from them. I know that this chapter
is awfully long, bubt then, it is the backbone of the second part, and the only
one dealing with the development of the tire industry. I had to pub some flesh
on the bone, therefore all the personal history of G. T. If the old bestard
turned out to be a bit too nice, T can'y help it. I really think that this
type in the American industry¥ is rather nice, in spite of their one-street =
minds, I put in the part about the XWITX stevensod plen because it wag a

very important thing in rubber history, and aleo, because Hooverh campaign
has some bearing on the present.

- Black Réwer

Somehow I like this chapter best and think it cen stand as it ie. However,
could you‘please‘hamd it over to Wolfgang who will have it checked w by our
Brazilian'experts for language and spelling. The linguistic problem in this
one is rather complicated, because La Bala, of German birth bub speaking a
mongrel Spanish, mixes Portuguese into it only occasionaly. Maxwell Tyler
also spesks movre Spanish than Portuguese, and the caboclos of that border
region speak some sort of a mixture.

The Test;

- Thie is where Synthetic rubber enbers into the ricture and I had quite a prob-

lem, because synthetic rubber is without any doubt a Germen invention and you
can't gel eround the I. G. Farben in this comnection. As T didn't feel like
writing a glorification of the I. G. Farben Just now; but as I also don't
want %o lie, and the I. G. Farben actually is a magnificent center of science,
I hit on the idea of presenting the case as T did. With¥ a purely fictitious
story of sabobtage. Fortunately I got o war department permit to watch the
mekirjg of synthetic rubber in one of the first Akron plants; T also got all
the dope I wanbed from former T G Farben chemiste who made synthetic rubber
there; moreover I lived in iMlannbeim for five years end know the Ludwigshafen
I G Farben plant very well. I also had the reports of some fugitives about
the airraids there which they witnessed, Finally T had some long talke with
underground people and tried to bring out the ntter lomeliness in which they
are compelled to live. So, I think, this chapter will serve its purpose.Please,
have some technician check up on the way & shortwave radio conld be con-
cealed in a disthermy set. I was told that's the way it could be done,



Six wheels on a bruck.

Besides having roamed all over North Africa myself, I had this checked by
Quentin Reynolds and FrankGervasi, and also by a former German general staff
man. I think it is correct iy every detail, except for owe phrase. That is
when the German officer wecognizes that the oncoming planes are British., It is
effectlve ag it stands, and some people will tell you that they can recognize
plans, but the real experts will tell you it is not go. The pbanes mentioned
were bthe models used in Lybis at that time. However, I wish you would have

a relofble flyer check up on the height at which they are flying and attacking.
My two war corrvespondents gave me the heights bubt it seems a bit fishy to me.
Otherwise this chapbter seems okay.

Weshingbon Minutes.

This is the most ticklish chapter of them all, and for various reasons. The: ke
material for the Usa Oil- Randolph Warrens investigation is all culled from
the congressional records of the Standard 0il heerings; ZWX occasionally T even
used one or the other line as it stood there. Will you find out if this is
permissible? For instance, I hagte my segffhor Christisns a few lines spoken by
Araold Thurman during the inva@@i@ation« is this plagiarism? If so, I'd have
to change 1t just a bit. But my main problem which gave me many sle@pless nights
is thise Yo# can't tell the story of rubber and skip Buna and Bubtyl and the whole
complex of the relation between oild and vubber industries at this moment.But
BunseS and Bubyl are protected trade marks, ekigible to libel euits; also, they
are doubtlessly the property of Standard O0il of New Jersey and not of some
imaginary Usa Oil. ( By the way: We'll have to check up on all such fictitions
names as Union Chem. Usa 041, Summit Rubber etc, to make svre the don't coincide
with any real companies!) Obviously I could not use the real Stendard 011 in
a book,of fiction, because Standard&s late My Pahrish didn't interest me and
anyway. 1 tried to get around the difficulty by many sly maneuvers. But T think
it might be not o bad idea to thresh it out with Standard 0il beforehand.That is,
make sure they are satisfied to have them mentioned in the introduction as the
owners of those twe patents and, passingly, again in the Washington Chapter. On
the whole, Standard should be very pleased with this chapter, because after
all the sensogtional trash in the papers abt that time, this chapter is trying
to do them justice and te tell the truth and nothing but the truth.

This again is a very long chapter, but it can't be helped. Little Mr Hoyb
is the apple of my eye and I need him for comedy velief and a genersl impression
of Washingbon; incidentally, it is true thab baby nipples were missing on the
form mentioned and I'y mighty preoud to have dug up thad gem in Washington. As
for G. T.s lectures in this chapters This was my only opportunity for condensing
the most importeant facts in some simple and popular form.

Anmerican Mural.

Thie chapber goes today to Dy Sparks, the inventor of Butyl,whose life story
this is more or less; there might be some minor revisions after he checked it
up, but of the whole it seems correct. Carothers did commit suicide, but it
was more or less hushed up, aad some chemists seem to think he did it because-
of the way Du Ponts handled his inventions. However, let your lawyer find oub
if we are permitted to use it. The fact of his suicide was, at the tinme,
menbioned in one or the other paper.



The native returns.,

This is a weak chapbe#, but T had to telescope so much into it. It is the
only chepter where you get a glimpse of a modern American rubber plantation;
also, 1t tells exactly where we sband at the moment. I got the facts about
the Japanese invasion from the Goodyear manager who escaped from there; the
u  SHULE @bout our plans in Sotbh America from the hea&»gf the survey comnission
“mheudba-deing thewnark domn Hheta .. So.thet-is-sorpachd Rowever, f“ﬁ%@ﬂW%@wmmmmew,
,‘the‘hﬁ”\’?ﬁ“c}”&""@ﬁw*&ﬁ.ﬂb&a@:ﬁm@s‘,}mwﬁILyer, or the Netherlend Information buro, about o
§ several things. The one is GLhe Ftutus of Piet now. T understand the Ditch fliers
i belong to sole fighting Flier units scattered about Australia and the Pacific. |
4§ I'd like this a bit more detailed; also, I'd like to find out Whw they call
‘wﬁum%ggﬁﬁgﬁghere such & crew lives. It's not barrecks, it's not hangars, it's
not emactly “#~station. Plesse, help me with this. Also, what sort of a plan e
was 1t Piet flew in the battle of Macassar? They had B P Ys down there, and
Flpdag.horteesens, but I couldn't find out if they were flown by Americans ;
only, or if the Dutch flew them , too. Or did they Dutch flie Dg%&}ages_ivéﬁﬁm?
s ihey did before the war? MY et e e T R ke AL O v
‘%ﬁ“ﬁ?%%Wﬂﬁﬁiymﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ@W?“”“Es”ﬁ'ﬁ found a person who was there and who dood it.
Maybe I can repair that when I geb teo New York.

- WM i,
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"~ Once morelEGAY QUESTIONS.

The books is interspersed with the names of real people and real companies.Please
watch out for those. There is Goodyears, U.S. Rubber, Goodrich, and, especially,
Fivestone, whom G. T. tekes as his personal enemy. Whatever is said about these
is teken elther from thelr own publications or from other books and pamphlets o

! Of course, a number of rubber chemists are mentioned, but all in a laudable

! ways anything personal is only said about Carobhers. Please watch out for any -

‘ thing T might have overlooked in that respect. I don't Want to hurt nobodies
feelings more than I've got to.
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Keynote

Vicki Baum's gremtest novel--the story of rubber, the "weeping wood" of
the Brazilien jungle thot changed the worldt's history, told through the llves of
the people whose destinies it shaped;-~n megnificent novel which has the whole world
for its background, and characters from mony nations and epochs.

Ehe Author

Vicki Boum, one of the most famous and popular of Furopean writers, gained
an international reputation with GRAND HOTEL. Her storios have beon translated ine
to every languege in which books ore published. Since her early success, Miss Baum
has performed a remarkeble literary feat; having written all her books in Yerman,
after only o fow years! residence in the United States, she began to write in Bng-
lish end now is mester of a proso style more flexible and colorful than her German
was. PFrom the popular novelist of GRAND HOTEL she has doeveloped into a writer of
great power, scope and depthy reviewers hailed MARION ALIVE as o first rate literary
schievement. THE WEEPING WOOD is her greatest books the story of rubber is of tre-
mendous range, and she tells it with a power which far exceeds her previous work.

The Story

The story of rubber bsgen two hundred years ago in the Brazilian jungle;
end it covers the entire globe and involes millions of people. Vicki Baum has
shosen as the cheracters of her book some of the people whose destinies were linked
with the history of the rubber industry. In some cases they are real historical
figuress others are fictitious charncters representative of the people whose fopr=
tunes were made or whose lives wore lost in the exploitation of rubber. Rubber is
the horoe and the villain of the book; through the changing scenes, from genoration
to generation, through the lives of scores of charscters, rubber is the thread of
the norrative. In Para in the eighteenth conbury, in Boston in the nineteenth cenw
tury, in Bnglend, Vienna, India, Sumetre, in Akron, Ohio, in New York and Washing-
ton, wherever the story goes, rubber is the protagonist, although the story is told
in the terms of individual lives linked in time and space to one another to make a
centinuous narrative. '

Some of the people are Pater Anselmus, n Jesult missionary, and the young
Indian boy Manuel whom he lovingly trained for the priesthood, only to lose him when
Mamuel found he could have a freer life by gathering the gum of the weeping wood of
the Amazon jungles and selling it in Para; Hezekiel Banoroft, a Bostonian who lost
his money by lending it to one Charles Goodyear who was ongaged in a fantastio exe.
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periment to vulconize "gum elastic"; Ambrosio, o young Brazilian; and Leoncadie,
the beautiful prostitute who wont with Bim into the Amazon jungle to shere his hard
life as a rubber-gatherer==-wthey would have died there in mgsery but for a lucky
meeting with a ‘young Fnglishman named Honry Wickham who was smugg ling out precious
rubber seedlings to take to London. '

Wickham~~afterward Sir Henty--got the seedlings to London and changed the
course of the world's historyi A young gardener at Kew Gardens, Daniel Chalmers,
took them %o Ceylon and helped transplant rubber tn the Far Eastern plantations and
to ruin the industry in Brazil., Chalmers died in the East. The woman who had been
his lover, and the child she bore him, went %o a Dutch plantation.

On that pl@ntntion in Sumatra, a coolie ran nmok one night and killed the
planter, and the planter's son became head of the plantation and produced the fine
ost rubber in Sumatra. His name was Piet Gruytgens, and he appears again at the
end of the story, in New York, as a Dutch aviator.

| .

: The scene shifts baock to the Amazon Jungle, where early in the century one
of the greatest crimes of all history, the enslavement, exploitati-n and extermina-
tion of tribes of Indiens by the rubber merchants, was being perpetrated, and the
descendants of Manuel, the young Indian boy, and of pmbrosio, the seringueiro,
were dylng in the grim interior, '

Beok Two opens in Akron with the story of o rubber worker's life, the bew
ginnings of labor struggles and the founding of the union. Akron is also the backe
ground for the story of George Tyler who beoame the groatest of American rubber
mognondes; of his son, Maxwell, who died on the Amazon, where the story of rubber
began; of Ken Morton, a rubber worker's son, who left Akron to go to the Sumatra
plantation where he met Piet Gruytgons, who came to the United States after the
fall of the Netherlands Indies.

Moonwhile the synthetic rubber industry wes developing in Nazi Germany g
from this grim background emerges Dr. Hernreid, member of the underground, who
sabotaged the manufacture of rubber, and when he was discovered, escaped to Amerion.

In Americo the synthetic rubber industry hod begun too: wo see it through
the story of Bill Clark a young chemist whose experiments resulted in a usable pro=-
duct; and in his conflict with the groat oll cmmpany he worked fors Thers are
scores of other chsraoters whose lives ore all intricately interwoven into a single
narrative, which is absorbing not only for its drama and color and for its presentoe
tion of the lives of individusls but for the complete and comprehensive history of
the rubber industry which it gives. .

Vicki Baum hes achieved an almost inoredible tour de force in meking one
story out of a history that covers two centuries and has the whole world for backs
ground. The thrend is unbroken, and THE WERPING WOOD is a novel composed of many
stories and many characters woven into one coherent and mognificently conceived
struoture.

THE WEEPING W0OD is moreover based on fact, the result of painsteking and
exhaustive research, and it gives a complete and aoccurate history of an entire inw
dustry. As fiction it is as readable as all of Vicki Baum's books; as a history it
is equally fascinating., '

The Morket

THE WeEPING WOOD is a certain besteseller, one of the blggest and best
novels we have published in many years. Its groat scope, the variety and color of
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its many backgrounds, its meny dramatic scenes and, narrdtive threads make it an oute
standingly rich and satisfying novel. In addition, its subject is red hot news.

The contemporary parts of the novel have o war baokgrounduwlncluding such varied
scenes as Nazi Germany, the Libyan desert, Sumatra, wartime New York and Washington,
Most important of all, it is the best book by a fine story-teller with h large public
who hos fused her great talent with a treméndous subjeoti

It will have a major advertising end promotion campaign.
D.B.B. .
May 3, 1943

(Date, title and price subject to change without notice)



