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$1.245 ore Awarded

Worker Against GE

An additional award of ¥1,245
vas made to Salvatore Guigno re-

ently by n Workmuen's Compensa-

sion referce for injuries to  his
right hand in an accident Nov, 26,
1946. This brings his total award
arainst GIS to $L,000 for B per

eent loss of (he nze of the hand,

The loss hud niceviously been esti-
mated at 33-1/8 pei_' cent, The case
is one reopencd by the Tocal 501
attorney, Marshall Perlin,

Other awards made recently in-
clidle:

$H25 to Edward Kaszubn for 25
per cent loss of the use of his vight

“thumb in an aceident Ifeb. 17,

:}‘:illz{)fi to Franlk THolton, grinder in
Bldg, 40, for 15 per cent loss of
the use ol his vight ring finger in
an accident May 4.

SH25 to Genevieve Hernes. Plde.
GO puneh press operator, Tor 25 per

cent loss of the use of her left

thuml in an aceident May.7,
5100 to Donald Drizgee, Blde. 57
molder, for facial disfigurement in

an oacerdent Maw, 20,

$98 a week to Tranz Raeder from
Sept. 14 to Nov. 8 for o hernia suf-
ferod May 27, ;

Awards for reduced ecarings to
Stephen Kmetz for back and lew
injuries sullerad Janm. L4, 1945,
L83 o week Lromr Mav 3 Lo June
11 and $1.28 a week from Juve 11
to Nov. 8.

28 o week to DMichael Infrate,
laborer in Building 63, from July
7 to Sept. 7 (Jess two davs worked)
for a hernia resulting from an ac-
cident June 25,

920.79 a week reduced ecarnings
fo Jorry Suburre from May 10 to
Aug. 8 and $16.88 a week for par-
tial disability from Sept. 13 to Nov:
8 and to continue for two months
at the same vate. The awards were
in connection with a haek sprain

whiich Suburre, a Bldg, 79 varnish.

maker, suffered June 19, 10613,
$30.73 a week to Marvion Porter,
Bldg, 53 assembly worker, from
July 156 to Sept, 15 for fracture of
a Toot bone July 15, She iz to be
re-examined in four months,

8528 u week to Nicholas Rossi,
Bldg. 69 drill press operator, from
May 256 to Aup, 18, A ryling will
he made later on partinl disability
after Aug. 18, Ilis back was strain-
od Jan, 29,

Weekly  compensation to Elsie
fovneh, Blde, 55 spot welder who
sulfered o back sprain June 13,
1946, The Intest awards were $13.57
a week Trom Sept. 10 o Oet. 11
and $27.13 u week Trom Oclo 11 to
Nov, 8 and fur two more months,
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(teorge Walker; Local 301 guide, at extreme. left, administer

slewards at the Nov. 16 membership meeting.
Chevalier, Bldg, 46; Robert Jerome, Bldg. 109; Edward Crostl
todith MeCarter, Bldg.. 26, and Morton Lewis, Bldg. 46. Rear,
55 Fred Barber, Bldg. 273; Harold Rollins, Bldg. 17, and Dante De Cesare, Bldg. 50. -
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ing the oath of oftice to recently elected shop .
Front row, left to right, Charles Gibson, Building 16; Arthur
wwait, Peek St.; Stephen Van Allen, Bldg. 423
Richard Snyder, Bldg. 60; Hugh MceMullen, Bldg

EimiraUE Board

Prints Ad on GE

'The management of the ISimira
G foundry was accused this week
Ly Elmira UE leaders of ignoring

the lacts about silicosis there “in

order to make a propaganda foot-
ball out of a serioug health men-
nee”

The U Loeal 810 Ixecutive
Poard made the charge in an open
tetter to the foundry manager
nrinted as an advertisement in I6l-
wira newspapers.

“In the company paper you ad-
mit that there have bheen silicosis
ases but deny that there are as
many cases as an impartial medical
expert found,” the letter said.

“Aaybe the company doctor will
dizagree on the number of cases.
Wa would expect him to, The more
cases reported, the higher the com-
pany’s insurance costs because GE
iz sell-insured.

“You say conditions have been
improved. They haveq—under un-
ion pressure. But they have not
been improved enough. . . .

“You say that UL started this
campaign  because the Iersten
Committee attacked the union,
Worsten eame to Schenectady in
t*ctober; the Xe-ray machine came
o Blmira in June.”

An investigation launched by the
cnion has revealed 90 silicosis cases
v Blmira GIE. |
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Gaeth Program

Tune in on the Arthur Gueth
hroadeast, sponsored by the na-
tional ULE, at 10 p.m. Monday on
WXKW, Albany (850 on your dial),

‘Gazette Prints Only Part
Of Jandreau's Statement

Wednesday of last week, at the
request of the Gazette, DBusiness
Agent Leo Jandreau gave that
paper a statement on the conduct
of the membership meeting which
nominated ofticers and elected the
election  committee.  Jandreau’s

statement referred only to the Gaz-

obt’s own story of that morning.
The Gazette on Thursday quoted
parts of Jandreau's statement. 1t
did not print the following:-

“Contrary to the Gazette story,
the members in the rear room par-
ticipated in the nominations and
cast ballots in the election of the
election committee.

“We shall make no comment in
the outside press as to the conduct
of various groups within the union.
That is internal union business.”

Both the Gazette and the Union-

Star carried on into Friday their
lengthy, prominently displayed
stories, repeating previous false-
hoods about the membership meet-
ing.

Now It Seems Profits
Are Pure Imagination

Employers have a new alibi for
their huge profits, ' .
- Aceording to J. H. Landman, tax
expert, high profits of eorporations
are just “itlusory and unrceal”

Lundman told « meeting of the

New York chapter, National Assov.

iation of Cost Accountants, that
ince prolits are really “phantom",
lnhor shouldn’t count  on higher
wiges o the publie shouldn’t count

ol lower pricus,

GE Hotpoint-Workers
Reject 1AM in Vote

The International Association of
Machinists, which is trying to raid

" Loeal 301 by advertisements direct-

ed to Peek St. workers, was turned

‘down in elections this year by the

workers at GE Hotpoint plants in
Milwaukee and Chicago. They were
familiar with the way IAM oper-
ates, '

TAM attempted to oreunize both

plants (neither of them UR) this.

vear and petitioned for Taft-FHart-
ley elections. No other union was
on the ballot, The workers voted
“No” on the question of whether
they wanted to be vepresented by
IAM. The Chicago election was in
June and the Milwaukee one in
July.

The Milwaukee Hotpoint plant is
in the same building with Q& X-
ray, a company afliliated with: GE.
For some time TAM has beectl bar-
gaining for the X-ray employees.
The Milwaukee Hotpoint workers

~were thoroughly familiar with the

way [AM  “represented” people,
ard wanted none of it

Years ago IAM used to have con-
siderable membership at the Sche-
nectady GE plant. It lost out com-
pletely here and wasn’t in the pie-
ture when UL started organizing
15 years ago.

-Strike Aver’red |

On the ceve of a strike by URE
Lueal 763, the Neon Products Com-
pany at Liwa, Ohio, aprecd to wage
inereases of eight Lo 11 cents an
hour,
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Second Shift Stages Party After Midnight

When most of Schenectady was sleeping, these second shift workers came to Local 301 hall after they finished
work at miidnight last Friday for a special section might program. More than 150 turned out for the party.

Union Finds Symptoms

0f Mercury Poisoning

An investigation by Local 301 of
health and working conditions in

the mercury power station, Build--

ing 265, has revealed that workers
are exposed to extreme danger
there, .

The union learned this week,
through clinieal and laboratory
tests it arranged for-members, that
11 of the 39 workers in close con-
taet with meveury have symptoms
of mercury poisoning.

Mercury poisoning in one of
‘these cases had already been es-
tablished through a Workmen’s
Compensation claim, handled by
the union’s attorney. The General
Electric Company was held liable
by the state referee for the loss of
the worker’s teeth and is liable tor
any further disability in connec-
tion with the case.

The company has relaxed certain
rules that used to govern the handl-
ing of mercury, the union learned.

Workers complain that there is an
~vxcessive amount of free mereury

in the air, |
The union will take immediate
slups Lo see that the company cor-

reets  working conditions and re-:

moves health hazards in the mer-

Be Sure to Vote

The officers of Local 301 urge
all members to cast their vote
in the annual election today and
“tomorrow,

1f all members will partici-
pate in the union's activities,
and particularly in such major
actions as the election of offic-
ers, then the UE will continue
to be run by the membership.
It is a mighty small sacvifice
for every member to find. the
brief time necessary to vote.

How you vote is your busi-
ness. But vote,

Andrew Peterson, president
William G. Hodges, vice-pres.
Helen Quirini, rec. see.
Alfred J. Pelrah, ass’t.rec.sec.
Marshall White, treas.
William Mastriani,

chief shop steward
l.eo Jandreau, business agent

cury station. . It will insist that
GE make adequate provision for

workers who have developed mer-

cury puisoning in their jobs,
At intervals GE has given tests

Lo the mercury workers, but the

results have not been revealed to
them, as far as the union knows.

State Declares GE
Wrong on Pay Day

The State Department of Labor
has informed Local 301 that in its
opinion the union is correct in its
charge that the General Electrie
Company violat'ed the state labor
law in its recent pay day change.

GIE has been summoned to ap-
pear in Schenectady Police Court
tomorrow morning by Police Jus-
tice Charles G. Fryer, on an in-
tormation filed by five workers in
Bldg. 73 whose pay day was post-
poned from Friday to Monday.

The statement to the union from
the Labor Department declared

that for a work week starting on

Monday, Oct. 4, a worker must be
paid not later than Saturday, Oct.
16. Under the new GI po.icy he
wouldn’t be paid until Monday,
Oct, 18,

In view of the faet that banks
aren’t open Saturday and that GE
pays by check, the unjon feels
that GE is obliged to pay on Fri-
day.

The union filed a complaiet with
the  State ~ Labor Department
against GE, Pending state action
the Police Court action was started.

VOTE IN THE 301 ELECTION

b

Union Voting
Starts Today
At 301 Hall

Voting for next year’s officers of
Local 301 will start at noon today
(Thursday) and, continue through
6 p.m. tomorrow at the union hall,
Liberty St. and Erie Blvd. The

© Election Committee has obtained

12 voting machines from the city.

County IRlection Commissioner
Charles W. Eckel, at the invitation
of the 301 Election Committee, will
be present at the opening and clos-
ing of the polls and will check on
the way the voting is conducted
during the 30 hour period. The
Election Committee has notified
each presidential candidate he can
have three, instead of two, watch-
ers present throughout the voting.
Copies of the election rules were
-sent to every candidate.

All union members in good stand-
ing as of Nov. 12, the date of the
latest check-off, are eligible to vote.

Draw for Positions
Representatives of the three

slates of ecandidates drew lots

Nov. 24 Tor their positions on the
voting machine, The drawing took
place at a meeting of the Election
Committee at the union hall and
was conducted by Commissioner
Eckel.

Names are to appear in the fol-
lowing oxder:

Row A. President, Andrew Pet-

erson; vice-president, Willlam G.

Hodges; recording secretary, Helen
Quirini; assistant recording secre-
tary, Thelma Willey Tiscione;
treasurer, Marshall White; chief
shop steward, Billy Mastriani; busi-
ness agent, Leo Jandreau; trus-
tees, George Quick, John R. Boyd
and Albert E. Davis; sergeant-at-
arms, Harmon Cartwright; guide,
“George A. Walker.

Row B. President, Stanley L.
Pisher; recording secretary, John
k. Briggs.

Row: C. President, IFrank C,

- Kriss; vice-president, - Martin -T..

‘Stanton; recording sveretary,
Frank Morillo; assistant record-
ing seeretary, John P Green; treas.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Ke.rsi-en"Chargés - Big Business Piles Up Biggest Profits Yet GE Told to Restore ' Building 60 Experts Have Pinochle Session
Being Dropped EEN g Republic Steel’gffShaW | Strikers’ Seniority —— G -

The Hartley Labor Committ‘ee'.of‘ - . | ° e \ | After a long delay, the Taft- ” _ "’%%w i
the House of Representatives has o~ | , Results lnr an E;c_tra D lUldend , ﬂ @ ﬂ ~4 - Hartley Board last week ruled that: The feur pinochle % A
decided to drop contempt of Con- Al , & . - : 4 yj’ - ‘the General Electric Company must  players and the
gress charges against UE members. .. §- > “ Lol ~-‘5“ Q12,874,393_Br0f;_t8£15_°Months_Comparedl{fé‘? A/ 78 joaz ... vestore to_the seniority recovds.of__ _ kibitzer.were ...}

AT S tot™ ag? . - : |
and other individuals who refused — § G’b‘.‘“o‘ Sl p%&,‘. to $6,380,016 in Same Quarter in 1947 o / - . ‘ employees the nine weeks lopped
to answer questions about - their -

' for off for takin 't ik

Y * fand . | ‘ ; _ . g part in the UE strike

political beliefs, according t6 news- Stock Distribution Also & 37 Qun, ' in 1948. -
paper reports. . S

' 'DeCember'Z. 1948

photographed at
the section
night Nov. 22

for Building 60

o= 50,

' W ‘I " - " g 3l 1: .
‘g"%&m\.ment with release of its|$23.111,631, or §3.85 a share, In Even the Taft-Hartley Board
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|. Jobn G. Grasso

Stories last week from Wash-
ington stated the decision not to
press the contempt actions was
made on recommendation of the
Department of Justice. '

After Congressman Charles J.
Kersten of Wiseonsin and O. Clark
Fischer of Texas, members of the
Hartley Committee, staged their
“investigation” of Local 301 two
months ago, they threatened to cite
11 officers, members and former
members of 301 for contempt.

" The dropping of the contempt ac-

tions bears out the statement made

- by Andrew Peterson, 301 presi-

dent, and Leo Jandreau, business
agent, Oct. 1. _
Calling the contempt threat “an
act of petty spite and revenge,”
the union officers declared that
Kertsen and Fischer “have no pos-
sible legal basis for their threat.
Every officer and member they

- threaten acted completely within

his rights, and the Congressmen
know it.” ‘

Kersten was defeated for re-
election to Congress by a united
labor campaign led by UE locals.

Hiding Real Issue

The General Electric Company

recently devoted a full page in the

Works News to the question:
“What is Communism? What Is
Capitalism ?” :

As GE well knows, the issue fac-
ing the working people of this
country today is not communism
versus capitalism. The issue 18
whether the interests of the people
at large will be served as in the
days of the New Deal or whethex
the special interests of Big Busi-
ness will be given first considera-
tion as in the days of the “boom-
and-bust” Harding-Coolidge-Hoov-
er era. |

United Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers of America, CIO
Sonenecrapy GE Locan 301

& .
Published by Editorial Gommaitice

Mary McCartin, Secretary
Arthur R. Bertinl  Clayton Pudney
_V;cto_r Paache

Editorial Office ,
ErgcrricaL Union News
801 Liberty St., Schenectady, N. Y.
Teclephone 31386
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Union Voting
Starts Today

(Continued from Page 1)

urer, William A. Downs; chief shop
steward, Stephen A, Watts; busi-
ness agent, Raymond D. Flanigan;
trustees, Ralph Mirando and Id-
ward A. Luberda; sergeant-at-

arms, Harmon Cartwright; guide,

Stephen Ii. James., - |

Before the drawing took place
the Election Committee accepted
written declinations from Michael
Gergerck, nominated for treasurer;
David Bambury, nominated for
trustee, and Frank D. Civitello,
nominated for sergeant-at-arms.
They had previously filed written
acceptances, as reported in last
weel’s EU News.

Morton F. Lewis, chairman of
the Election Committee, has an-
nounced that all parking space in
Irie Blvd. and Wall St. outside the
union office will be reserved for

union - members ~during- the- hours

the polls are open,

301 Attorney's Hours |

Members of Local 301 can con-
sult the union’s lawyer, Marshall
Perlin, at the union oflice every
Monday through Thursday from 2

“pan. to b pa.  He is available by

appointment at other times also,
when Compensation Court sessions
and other duties connected with his
legal work for the union permit.

- i
e
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They Signed Affidavits,
But Still Had to Strike

Signing Taft-Hartley affidavits
is no protection against employers
who are out to bust your union,
15,000 CIO 0Oil Workers have dis-
covered on the West Coast. They
are in their second month of a
strike.

‘Although the union has dropped

its wapge demands to the amount-

originally offered by the com-
panies, no settlement is in sight.
The oil trusts are using every Taft-
Hartley trick to smash the union.

Damage suits adding up to more

than $30 million and increasing at

the rate of $500,000 for each day
the strike continues confront the
union. 400 union officials and rank-
and-file strikers face contempt-of-

“ecourt fines and jail sentences.

The companies have been able
to secure the services of hundreds
of armed police to help them break

through the picket lines and escort

scabs-to -work.

Strike Victory

A two-week UDR strike at Bijur
Lubricating Company, Bennington,

Vt., ended with a wage increase of

12% cents an hour as of Nov. 1.

“An _a_dditional 21 cents will be
omid May 1.

'~ BE SURE TO VOTE
IN THE 801 ELECTION

Are We Headed
For Depression?

In the past 160 years of this
country’s history there have been

86 business cycles. In almost every

case these took place when prices,
profits and Dusiness confidence
were at high levels just as at
present. LT

" 'What are the cconomic symp-
toms pointing to a depression?

Consumer prices in August were
at the record level of 1769, above
the 1935-39 average.

Corporation profits before taxes,
on an annual basis, rose from
$24.7 billion in the first quarter
of 1948 to $30.9 billion in the sec-
ond quarter,

Real wages per worker has
dropped 16 percent since 1944,

Retail sales are falling off in
such consumer goods as textiles,
men’s wool apparel, shoes, radio,
and small electric appliances,

Inventories have reached the
record level of $52 billion. |

In the past, military expendi-
tures have served to prop up pro-
duction. But it is widely recogn-
ized that cven substantial boosts

in military spending will not pre
vent- the consumer - goods indus- -

tries from sagging while they will
keep prices and profits going up
and workers’ buying power going-
down, '

could not avoid recognizing that
GE discriminated against the strik-
ers by reducing their seniority. The
Board stated that its order “neces-
sarily includes reinstatement with
back pay if any lay-offs have been
effected on the basis of, discrimin-
atorily reduced relative seniority.”
But as virtually all GE production
workers participated in the strike,
the decision can affect the present
job status:.of very few people.

The Taft-Hartley Board cancelled

~otit” miost of the value of the de-

cision by ruling that GE need not

include the strike period in figur-
“Zing vacation and pension rights.

The question of filing Taft-Hart-
ley affidavits was not involved in

“any way in this case. There was

absolutely no basis for the rumor
spread during the past year that
the Board would not or could not
act in the case because UE, like
the Steelworkers, Mine Workers

~and Typographical Union,. has

boycotted Taft-Hartley procedures.

URE filed the charges against GE
more than two years ago with the
old Labor Relations Board under
the Wagner Act. The Taft-Hartley
Board inherited the case when it
took over in 1947, In the spring
of 1947 the -trial examiner who
heard the testimony handed down
an intermediate report finding GE
guilty of diserimination in regard
to vacations and pensions, as well
as seniority.

GE and General Counsel Robert
Denham of the Taft-Hartley Board
appealed this decision to the Board.
After “sitting on the case” for over
a year, the Board finally reversed
the trial examiner on vacations and
pensions. But it issued an order
directing GE to restore the nine
weeks to seniority records for pur-
poses of lay-offs, transfers and re-
hiring with back pay. The com-
pany also was directed to post no-
tices for 60 days in all UE plans
declaring it will not discriminate
against workers for union member-
ship and that it will restore . all
strilkers’ seniority records.

Under the Wapgner Act the Board

‘:)T.ould not have found a loop-hole to

et GE escape from paying full va-

cdation and pension benefits,  But -

the Taft-Hartley law is filled with
neat arrangements to protect com-
panies and harm unions and their
members.

~ members.
There were some
other card games, §
darts, ping pong
and refreshments |
after a brief }
discussion of
union and
shop problems.

$500 Back Pay Wen

For Worker by 301

As the result of a union griev-

ance case, G management agreed -

last week to give an inspector in

“Building 273 about $‘500 in retro--

active pay to make up for paying

him at the wrong rate since he was

hired in September, 1947, He is to
be raised immediately to the cor-
rect rate.

Although the worker had had 22
years of inspection experience else-
where, the company started him

four steps below the job rate. Ac-

cording to the UE contract an ex-
perienced person should be started
only two steps below the rate.

At a grievance session Nov. 24
A. C. Stevens and Frank Schaaft
agreed that the man’s experience

should not have been ignored. They

said the company would pay him 10
cents an hour more, retroactive to
his hiring, and additional pay to
cover three five-cent steps which
he missed. ‘

Reelected by CIO

o iterlid |

President Albert J. Fitzgerald of
URE was reelected as one of the

f' ‘Emsp.ak

nine vicepresidents of the national
CIO at the convention last week at- -

Portland, Ore. Secretary-Treasur-
er Julius Emspak of UL, a mem-
ber of Local 801, was reelected to
the executive board.

301 Children's Party

Planned for Dec. 19

The 801 Christmas party for
children of union members this

yvear will be the biggest and best

ever, according to plans of the Ac-
tivities Committee. It’s scheduled
to start at 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19,
at 301 hall,

Entertainment will include mov-
ies, a magician’s show and a visit
from Santa Claus, with a gift bag

for every child. Each gift bag will

contain a surprise, in addition to
candy, fruit and nuts.

Tickets to the party will be free
and will be distributed through
shop stewards. Union members in
each group should immediately tell
their steward how many tickets
they will need for their youngsters,
so that the Activities Committee
can know what the attendance will
be. Children will have to show their
tickets at the door,

Because the party will be on a
bigger seale than ever before, ex-
penses are expected to come to
about $1,300. To meet this cost,
the Activities Committee will con-
duct a drawing for a television set.
This prize will be awarded at a
301 dance Saturday night, Deec. 18§,
at the union hall. Books of dona-
tion tickets will be sold through the
shop stewards to people interested
in winning the television set and
supporting the children’s Christmas

-party. These donation tickets, sell
ing at 25 cents apiece or five for a

dollar, also entitle the purchasers
to admission to the dance.

$20 Donation -
The Local 301 Board voted $20

Monday night to the benefit fund
of Rhoda Lawrence Tent, Daugh-
ters of Union Veterans, :

GE Tries toStop 1

Pension Arbitration

The General Electric Company
has asked for a New York State
Supreme Court order to stop URE
from taking a pension case to arbi-
tration. Arguments will be heard
Tuesday. - o

The union wants arbitration of

the company’s refusal to credit
workers with pension benefits for
time spent on union business. The
UE-GE contract provides there is
to be no diserimination because of
union activity. By-cutting pension
credits of workers engaged in un-
ion business the company is dis-

" eriminating against them, the un-

ion charges.

The grievance _o,rilginated with =
Lynn Local 201, but the principle

concerns every GE local.

GE has lost two arbitration cases
in the past year. DBoth times it
went to court to try to get the ar-
bitrators’ rulings overthrown. This
time it is trying to prevent an ar-
bitrator from even hearing the
facts.

The company elaims that the
pension issue is not subject to ar-
bitration. It doesn’t even want an
arbitrator to rule on whether or
not the case should be arbitrated.
The contract provides for arbitra-
tion of clauses on which there is
disagreement as to interpretation.

Blood Donors

The Executive Board Monday
night voted that union members
should be paid for time lost while
donating blood to the 801 blood
bank. Arrangements for the lost

~time payments. must.be made with .

the union office.

ATTEND YOUR UNION
MEETINGS
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