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FIRST COMPUTERIZED CLASSROOM TO TEACH MATH 

For years mathematicians and the National Science Foundation (NSF) have 

been trying to bring the computer into the mathematics classroom in a substantive 

and interactive way. 

With the slice of a ribbon on Monday, Sept. 10, at 11:15 a.m. in the University 

at Albany's Department of Mathematics, such a classroom becomes a reality. "Earth 

Science Building Room 146 will be the first computer environment where one of the 

NSF's principal calculus/computer projects will be tested," said professor of 

mathematics and department chairman Timothy Lance. 

"This will be the laboratory," said Lance of this multi-year NSF-sponsored 

initiative, which could not have been realized without a grant of $100,000 worth of 

Amiga Computers and other equipment to the University from Commodore Business 

Machines. "Courseware for the project is still being developed, and will be grca tly 

influenced by our experience in this room." 

Lance admits that teaching with computers is largely an unknown, but that the 

NSF, industry and:- mathematicians in general have felt such a computer classroom 

test site was long overdue. A publisher of courseware has already asked the 

Department to help develop written material on teaching via computer, and Earth 

Science 146 will be used in upcoming Commodore magazine advertisements. 

The classroom will also be a tool in an outreach program to the community. In 

conjunction with the Albany superintendent of schools and the district's mathematics 

program director, a pfogram will be in place allowing every mathematics teacher in 

the Albany Public Schools to visit the computer classroom test site, learn about its 

workings and plans, and offer input. 

"This ptogram will be extended to other school districts as well," said Lance, 

"and by next sumn'ler we hope to have a program in place for middle school and high 

school students, getting them excited about the new innovations in math and thereby 

helping to refill this nation's mathematics pipeline." 
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Shelton Bank, Department of Chemistry (518) 442-4447 

Chemistry Nobel Laureate Roald Hoffmann 

To Speak at the University at Albany 

Nobel Laureate Roald Hoffmann of Cornell University will deliver the 

second annual Henry G. Kuivila Lecture at the University at Albany, State 

University of New York, on Thursday, Sept. 13. The program, which is 

sponsored by the Department of Chemistry, is free and open to the public. 

Hoffmann, who shared the 1981 Nobel Prize in chemistry for his work in 
the concept of orbital symmetry, will discuss "Making and Breaking Bonds in 
the Solid State." The program will be in two parts. The first part will provide 
an introduction and overview of the field, while the second part will describe 
recent advances. The talk will be at 4:30 p.m. in the Recital Hall of the 
Performing Arts Center on the uptown campus, 1400 Washington Ave. A 
reception and banquet will follow at 6:45 p.m. in the Patroon Room. 

"Roald Hoffmann is both a world reknowned scientist and an exciting 
lecturer," said Shelton Bank of the Chemistry Department, co-chair of the event. 
He noted that Hoffmann, who earned his Ph.D. at Harvard University, has won 
major awards in both organic and inorganic chemistry, including the 
prestigious Priestley Medal, the American Chemical Society's highest honor, in 
1990. Hoffmann is also a poet, whose first volume of poetry, "The Metamieht 
State," came out in 1987, as well as a television personality. He will host a TV 
course called "The World of Chemistry," a series of 26 half-hour programs to air 
on public television and cable channels in 1991. 

The lecture honors Henry G. K uivila, who became an emeritus professor 
in 1988 after 24 years with the department. It was established with funds from 
Kuivila's friends, colleagues and former students. 
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GROUND BREAKING TV SERIES FOR THE DISABLED 

The most extensive series of broadcasts ever attempted of materials for the disabled 

on advances in microcomputing and information on the social, ethical and legal contexts of 

disability, will premiere on Monday, Sept. 10, from 1 - 3 p.m. on the SUNYSAT network. 

The 13-week program of classes, accessible statewide through cable networks, and 

produced by the University at Albany's Center for Computing and Disability (CCD) and 

Regents College, begins with an introduction from University President H. Patrick Swygert, 

and gives an overview of microcomputing and the meaning and context of disability. 

Intensive looks at the nature of various functional disabilities, the latest adaptive 

electronic equipment, and product proscription framework for the consumer, will follow 

through the series' conclusion on Dec. 10. 

New York State's Executive Chamber has advised all state agency directors and 

department heads to inform their employees of the availability of this series. "This satellite 

course actually satisfies many requirements for local information to the disabled as set 

forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act, which was recently passed by Congress and 

signed into law by President Bush," said Richard F. Read, executive director of CCD. 

The Center for Computing and Disability has long been a proponent of computing 

technology as a means of enabling those with disabilities to overcome barriers separating 

them from full participation in society. Its activities include a University course, 

"Microcomputing and Disability," participation in state and regional forums, in-service 

workshops and assistance in choosing the appropriate computing equipment for disabled. 

CCD's staff has also fostered new research, including the investigation of 

microcomputer devices capable of operation through direct cerebral control. The project, 

initiated through Professor Read and the state's Department of Health, is the most 

advanced project of its type in the U.S., if not worldwide. 
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University at Albany Fund Announces Officers, New Board 

Members 

The University at Albany Fund has announced its 1990-91 officers and nine new 

members to the Board of Directors. The Fund is a New York not-for-profit 

charitable corporation organized to encourage voluntary private gifts, trusts and 

bequests for the benefit of the University. 

Responsibility for governance of the fund, including investment of 

endowments, is given to the board of directors. The board comprises alumni, 

community and U ni versi ty represen ta ti ves. 

J. Spencer Standish, Chairman of the Albany International Corporation, has 

been re-elected chair of the fund. Judith A. Mysliborski, Albany class of '69, 

faculty member at Albany Medical School and leading area dermatologist, is vice 

chair and James M. Stewart, Albany class of '68 and Executive Vice President of 

Health Networks of America, is secretary. Daniel Hogarty, president of Troy 

Savings Bank, is treasurer for the fund. 

New board members are: University at Albany faculty members Shirley C. 

Brown, professor of psychology, and Walter M. Gibson, professor of physics; The 

Honorable Anthony Casale, NY State Assemblyman; Laura Fox, senior class 

president; Steven Gutman, president of the New York Jets; George Randolph 
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Hearst III, director of operations for Capital Newspapers; Charlotte Vizzi 
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Edward P. Swyer, president of Stuyvesant Plaza, Inc. 

H. Patrick Swygert, new president of the University, is a new ex officil' 

director along with Robert Macfarland, president or the University Foundation, 

chairman and chief executive officer at Norstar Bank of Upstate New York. 

Other ex officio members arc David W. Martin, president of the University 

at Albany Benevolent Association; Susan Van Horn Shipherd, Albany class of '64 

and president of the Alumni Association; and Richard A. Hanft, Esq., of Lee & 

LeForestier, who is also interim presiding officer of the University Council. 

**************************** 
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ALBANY WITH THOUSANDS OF CAPITAL REGION S"flJDI ·.rrs 

LISTED AMONG NATION'S BEST 

The University at Albany, which has about 2.000 students from the Capital 

District, has been selected as one of "America's I 0 Best College Buys" by the Fall 

MONEY magazine 1990 College Guide. 

To the delight of more than 5,000 area parents and students alike, the "MONEY 

Guide to the Best Colleges in America" (on newsstands since September 10) rute.;d ;i·1e 

top 200 schools for "your education dollar," awarding Albany eighth place 

nationally---ahead of prestigious campuses such as the University of Virginia. the 

University of California at Berkeley, and the University of Michigan. 

Albany, with a total undergraduate enroJlment of 10,500, charges the same 

yearly tuition for in-state students as the 33 other state-controlled SUNY 

institutions: $1,350, but offers a unique and demonstrably valuable experience 

which "reflects its location in the state capital," according to the MONEY report. 

The report added that the Capital District campus, one of just four state 

university centers, offers "excellect programs in social welfare, public 

administration, public health and crimina 1 justice, as well as paid internships in 

government bodies that help many students meet tuition ..... " Albany students may 

choose from more than 50 academic maj( ,·s. 

Two other SUNY campuses, the College at Geneseo and SUNY Binghamton, v•t :·e among 

the top 10 colleges and universities that offer "the best education for the buck." 

-30-
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UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY HOLDS 

"PERSIAN GULF CRISIS" FORUM, SEPTEMB ER 25 

The University at Albany will present thi s year's first Campus Forum at 

noon on Tuesday, September 25 , entitled "The American Economy and the Gulf 

Crisis" and featuring its new president, H . Patrick Swygert. 

The event, which is scheduled to run from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Campus 

Center Ballroom, is free and open to the public. 

The panel of speakers inclu des six campus experts, each with speci a lized 

knowledge of a particular aspect of the historical, technical, political , financial 

and legal causes of the Persian Gulf crisis. 

Panel members include: 

-Jeanne E. Gullahorn, Inte rim Executive Vice President for Academic 

Affairs at the University at Albany and the moderator of the forum, has 

conducted contract research for the U .S. Department of State and served a 

consultantship with the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

-H. Patrick Swygert, President of the University at Albany since August 1, 

served five summers as a visiting professor of law at Tel Aviv University in Israel. 

(more) 
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-Gregory P. Nowell, Assista n t Professor in the Graduate School of P ubl i..:: 

Affairs, has worked on a U.S. Department of Energy contract , researching securit y 

problems surrounding Persian Gulf oil production, and has published a nu mber of 

articles on the world oil market. 

-Walter Goldstein , Professor of Political Science and Public A : .' ~11rs a t 

Albany's Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, has published 

extensively on the interrelation of oil and politics. 

- Volker Mohnen, Professor of Atmospheric Science at the University, and 

former Direc tor of its Atmospheric Sciences Research Center, is an authority on 

atmospheric ch emistry and alternatives to fossil f uels. 

- Hany A. Shawkey, Professor in the University's Department of Finance, 

specializes in international finance. A na ti ve of Egypt, he is a consultant t o the 

Institute of Banking in Kuwait. 

The Campus Forum, with a series of presentations on topics of current 

interest throughout the academic year, is jointly sponsored by the divisio ns of 

Academic Af fairs and Student Affairs and the Student Association. 

- 30 -
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SUNY ALBANY WITH 4,000 LONG ISLANDERS LISTED AMONG NATION'S BEST 

SUNY Albany, which has about 4,000 students from Long Island, has been selected 

as one of "America's 10 Best College Bu ys" by the Fall MONEY magazine 1990 College 

Guide. 

To the delight of more than 10,000 Nassau / Suffolk parents and students alike, 

the "MONEY Guide to the Best Colleges in America" (on newsstands since September 

10) rated the top 200 schools for "your education dollar," awarding SUNY Albany 

eighth place nationally---ahead of prestigious campuses such as the University of 

Virginia, the University of California at Berkeley, and the University of Michigan. 

Albany, with a total undergraduate enrollment of 10,500, charges the same 

yearly tuition for in-state students as the 33 other state-controlled SUNY 

institutions: $1,350, but offers a unique and demonstrably valuable experience 

which "reflects its location in the state capital," according to the MONEY report. 

The report added that SUNY Albany, one of just four state university centers, 

offers "excellect programs in social welfare, public administration, public health 

and criminal justice, as well as paid internships in government bodies that help 

many students meet tuition .. .. . " Albany students may choose from more than 50 

academic majors. 

Two other SUNY campuses, the College at Geneseo and SUNY Binghamton, were among 

the top 10 colleges and universities that offer "the best education for the buck." 
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or, Richard S. Ha lse y, Dean, School of Information Science a nd 

Policy, (518) 442-5115 

18M Awards Contract to U niverdty at Albany's 

S chool of Information Science and Policy 

The IBM Corp . has awarded the University at Albany's School of 
Information Scien ce and Policy a contract to manage a network of specialized 
libraries which IBM maintains for 17,000 employees in the mid-Hudson Valley. 

The state-of-the-art corporate libraries are currently staffed and managed 
directly by IBM. The School of Information Science and Policy, part of the 

( University's RockefelJer College of Public Affairs and Policy, wiJI assume those 
responsibilities for IBM under the arrangement, providing a wide range of 
professional services. Those services will include recruitment and training of 
new personnel, as sis :ance in teaching library users how to use soft-wa re an d 
operations research. In exchange, graduate students within the School will be 
able to take ad vantage of in tern opportuni tics in the 1i brar ies. 

Richard S. Halsey, dean of ti:e School of Information Science and Policy, 
described the project as a "unique corporate-public sector partnership ," and said 
it would draw upon the expertise of not only the School, but also other schools 
and departments involved in recently launched interdisciplinary undergraduate 
and graduate research initiatives on the Albany campus. 

"IBM's system is already state-of-the-art," explained Halsey, who will 
assist Vincent J. Aceto, the School's associate dean, in overseeing 
implementation of the contract. "But there is more important information 
outside the system that IBM wants to take advantage of. Our job will be to 
draw upon the expertise we have to strengthen the libraries and meet the needs 
of IBM's technical professionals." 

Aceto said that the interdisciplinary nature of a number of the School's 
programs affords a unique opportunity for faculty from business, computer 
science, communication, linguistics and cognitive science, philosophy, public 
affairs and psyc hology to be involved with the IBM project. Many of these 
same faculty, he said, are also membe r::. of the Institute fo the Study of 
Information Science (ISIS), a newly formed center at Albany that is actively 
engaged in research that is pertinent to the needs of IBM. Institute staff and 
students enrolled in the School's new interdisciplinary doctoral program in 
inf ormation science will be actively engaged in advanced study and applied 
research in information theory, organization, management and policy. 
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G .R . Davidson, IBM's educational manager in the mid-Hud so r. V alle y. sai d 
the S c h oc.~ · s interdisc iplinar y foc us , along v.·ith the over-all qu a lit ) of the 
fa c ulty a1 :d program. were important factors in the fnm's decisi o n to aware. t : .c 
contra c t to Albany . 

\\ ' hilc the School already ha s strong relation s with gc:wernm en t , sch o( ~ a n d 
p u b li c l i b r arie s. the 181\ i pnrrners l· ip will o f fer ne w opportt:niti es f o r grad ua te 
s tud e nt s to g8.in ex peri e nce worki11 g in a co rporate , or ~ ~ ·eeializ.e d li b r a r y 
env iron ment, Hal sey said. 

"S ;•ec ia lized libraries of f er some of the best j <J b oppor1U !!itic s an, · so me o r 
the tou ghest intellectual challenges in the field tod a y," he said. 

The Sc hool of Information Sc ience and Po licy has a studen t b od y or over 
300 graduate students and 14 fa c u lty, and is accredited by the A nK II Ca ii 

Librar y Association. 
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UNIVERSITY NAMES NEW DEAN OF BUSINESS 

Richard E. Hughs, vice president for corporate affairs with Sierra Pacif ic Resources 

of Reno, Nevada, and former dean of the College of Business Administration at the 

University of Nevada at Reno, has been named Dean of the School of Business at tile 

University at Albany. 

"Dr. Hughs brings to the University an outstanding record of leadership and 

innovation from both the worlds of business and academia," said Albany President H. 

Patrick Swygert. "His history of participation in state and local economic development, 

through private and university sectors in Nevada, was a strong consideration in his 

selection for this important post." 

( Dr. Hughs, who becomes the first major appointment in the tenure of President 

Swygert (who took office August 1), developed and executed Sierra Pacific's strategic 

planning process since joining the corporation in 1985. He contributed to the establishment 

and development of the $4 billion Thousand Springs independent power project, aimed at 

providing power to California from a series of Nevada locations. 

From 1977-84, Dr. Hughs shaped new and important directions for the University of 

Nevada at Reno's College of Business Administration. A strong program of research grants 

for faculty members was established, the M.B.A. was strengthened, an information systems 

program and a focus in international business were begun, and the college's enrollments 

rose 50 percent. 

Under Dr. Hughs' administration, the school also reached into the business 

community to establish a local bureau of business and economic research, and initiated the 

state's Small Business Development Center. 

A 1957 graduate of the University of Rochester (B.S. in physics), Dr. Hughs received 

both his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in mathematics from Purdue University. Between 1961 and 

1970, he helped start the business school at Southern Illinois University, ran his own 

consulting organization, and held a senior position with Cresap, McCormick and Paget, Inc., 

one of the top general management consulting firms in the U.S. at that time. 

From 1970-77, Dr. Hughs was associate dean of the Graduate School of Business 

Administration at New Yor k University. Th ere he established new links to the business 

518 442-3073 



community through a placement s;:r vice for NYU graduates, increased the quality of the 

undergraduate program through interdisciplinary initiatives, and became integral in the 

fi .: anc i:d J(.> tructuring of the university itself. 

Dr. Hughs was chosen after a national search that attracted nearly 100 candidates. 
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LEADING AMERICAN EDUCATOR TO ADDRESS FALL 

CONVOCATION ON SEPTEMBER 26 

The University at Albany's School of Education will present one of • 

America's most prominent educators, Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, at 3:00 p.m. on 

September 26, 1990. Dr. Boyer, Past Chancellor of SUNY, President of the 

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and Senior Fellow of 

the Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University, will address the school's 1990 

Fall Convocation with a talk entitled "Education for a New Century." The 

convocation address, which is free and open to the public, will be held in the 

Recital Hall of the University's Performing Arts Center, with a reception to 

follow at 4:00 p.m. in the adjoining Futterer Loenge. 

Recipient of honorary degrees from 103 U.S. colleges and unive1 sities, Dr. 

Boyer was the 23rd U.S. Commissioner of Education and served seven years as 

Chancellor of the State University of New York. His international reputation is 

well illustrated by his selection as Education Columnist for The Times of 

London. 
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ANSONIA NATI VE NAMED TO SUNY-ALBANY POS'l 

ALBANY, N .Y . --The State University of Nc v York at Albany h as 

appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of Nashua, N.H .. as Interim Assoc iat e Vice 

President for University Relations. 

For the last five years, Blumenthal has served a s a eommunieat io r.s 

consultant to Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

several publications, including the Boston Globe and Nashua and Manchester 

\. ) (N.H.) ma ga zines. From 1980-1986, he was a 1cporter, columnist and editor f•. ,· 

T he U nion Leader and New Ha mpshire Sund 2v News of Manch ester, N .H . 

At the University at Alban y, Blumentha l will be responsible for rna : .g1 :1~, 

the Universit y's communica tions, medi ;1 relations a 1 d cumm u nity rcla ti ons 

programs. He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications tha t are di stributed to students, alumni, faculty, staff and t h e 

community. 

Blumenth ~;_ :, 43, is a graduate of Union College. Schenectady, N.Y. He al so 

ho lds a master's degree in broadcast jou rnalism f ro m Boston U niversit y , and a 

master's degree in socia l work from the University of Michigan. He attend ed 

Ansoni :t public schools and is the son of Adele C. Blumenthal of Stratford, 

formerly of Ansonia, and the late Dr. Edward J. Blume nthal of Ansonia. 

I-L: and his wife, D a yl e Zatlin, have a son, Edward, 9, and a daugh ter, 

Laura, · 1. 

***** 
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NEW UNIVERSITY RELATIONS HEAD AT THE UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY 

State University of New York at Albany Vice President Christian Kersten 

today announced that the University has appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of 

Nashua, N.H., as Interim Associate Vice President for University Relations. 

For the last five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 
' 

consultant to the Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

the Boston Globe. Previously, he was an editor, reporter and commentator for 

( ) several New Hampshire and Boston-area newspapers, radio and television 

stations. 

t ) 

At the University at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for managing 

the University's communications, media relations and community relations 

programs. "The citizens of New York are interested in the great things that are 

happening on the Albany campus, and Mr. Blumenthal will be a primary 

spokesperson for us. He will be instrumental in planning communications for 

our major capital campaign and in planning the University at Albany's 

year-long Sesquicentennial celebration set for 1994," Kersten said. 

He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distributed to students, prospective students, alumni, 

faculty, staff and the community. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College and holds a master's 

degree in broadcast journalism from Boston University. He also holds a master's 

degree in social work from the University of Michigan. 

***** 
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BLUMENTHAL NEW SUNY-ALBANY UNIVERSITY RELATIONS HEAD 

ALBANY, N.Y. --The State University of New York at Albany has 

appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of Nashua, N.H., as Interim Associate Vice 

President for University Relations. 

For the last five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 

consultant to Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

several publications, including the Boston Globe and Nashua and Manchester 

magazines. From 1980-1986, he was a reporter, columnist and editor for The 

) Union Leader and New Hampshire ~· mday News of Manchester, N.H. 

At the University at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for managing 

the University's communications, media relations and community relations 

programs. He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distributed to students, alumni, faculty, staff and the 

community. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College, Schenectady, N.Y. He also 

holds a ma ster's degree in broadcast journalism from Boston University and a 

master's degree in social work from tl -. c University of Mich igan. 

He and his wife, Da yle Zatlin, have a son, Edward, 9, and a daughter, 

Laura, 6. 

***** 
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FIRST COMPUTERIZED CLASSROOM TO TEACH MATH 

For years mathematicians and the National Science Foundation (NSF) have 

been trying to bring the computer into the mathematics classroom in a substantive 

and interactive way. 

With the slice of a ribbon on Monday, Sept. 10, at 11:15 a.m. in the University 

at Albany's Department of Mathematics, such a classroom becomes a reality. "Earth 

Science Building Room 146 will be the first computer environment where one of the 

NSF's principal calculus/computer projects will be tested," said professor of 

mathematics and department chairman Timothy Lance. 

"This will be the laboratory," said Lance of this multi-year NSF-sponsored 

initiative, which could not have been realized without a grant of $100,000 worth of 

Amiga Computers and other equipment to the University from Commodore Business 

Machines. "Courseware for the project is still being developed, and will be greatly 

influenced by our experience in this room." 

Lance admits that teaching with computers is largely an unknown, but that the 

NSF, industry and mathematicians in general have felt such a computer classroom 

test site was long overdue. A publisher of courseware has already asked the 

Department to help develop written material on teaching via computer, and Earth 

Science 146 will be used in upcoming Commodore magazine advertisements. 

The classroom will also be a tool in an outreach program to the community. In 

conjunction with the Albany superintendent of schools and the district's mathematics 

program director, a program will be in place allowing every mathematics teacher in 

the Albany Public Schools to visit the computer classroom test site, learn about its 

workings and plans, and offer input. 

"This program will be extended to other school districts as well," said Lance, 

"and by next summer we hope to have a program in place for middle school and high 

school students, getting them excited about the new innovations in math and thereby 

helping to refill this nation's mathematics pipeline." 
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Chemistry Nobel Laureate Roald Hoffmann 

To Speak at the University at Albany 

Nobel Laureate Roald Hoffmann of Cornell University will del iver the 

second annual Henry G. Kuivila Lecture at the University at Albany, State 

University of New York, on Thursday, Sept. 13. The program, which is 

sp onsored by the Department of Chemistry , is free and open to the public . 

Hoffmann, who shared the 1981 Nobel Prize in chemistry for his work in 
the concept of orbital symmetry, will discuss "Making and Breaking Bonds in 
the Solid State." The program will be in two parts. The first part will provide 
an introduction and overview of the field, while the second part will describe 
r ecent advances. The talk will be at 4:30p.m. in the Recital Hall of the 
Performing Arts Center on the uptown campus, 1400 Washington A vc. A 
recepti on and banquet will follow at 6:45 p.m. in the Patroon Room. 

"Roald Hoffmann is both a world reknowned scientist and an exciting 
lecturer," said Shelton Bank of the Chemistry Department, co-chair of the event. 
He noted that Hoffmann, who earned his Ph.D. at Harvard University, has won 
major awards in both organic and inorganic chemistry, including the 
prestigious Priestley Medal, the American Chemicnl Society's hig hest honor , in 
1990. Hoffmann is also a poet, whose first volume of poetry, "The Metamicht 
State," came out in 1987, as well as a television personality. He will host a TV 
course called "The World of Chemistry," a series of 26 half-hour programs to air 
on public television and cable channels in 199!. 

The lecture honors Henry G. Kuivila, who became an emeritus professor 
m 1988 after 24 years with the department. It was estnblished with funds from 
Kuivila's friends, colleagues and former students. 
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GROUND BREAKING TV SERIES FOR THE DISABLED 

The most extensive series of broadcasts ever attempted of materials for the disabled 

on advances in microcomputing and information on the social, ethical and legal contexts of 

disability, will premiere on Monday, Sept. 10, from 1 - 3 p.m. on the SUNYSAT network. 

The 13-week program of classes, accessible statewide through cable networks, and 

produced by the University at Albany's Center for Computing and Disability (CCD) and 

Regents College, begins with an introduction from University President H. Patrick Swygert, 

and gives an overview of microcomputing and the meaning and context of disability. 

Intensive looks at the nature of various functional disabilities, the latest adaptive 

electronic equipment, and product proscription framework for the consumer, will follow 

through the series' conclusion on Dec. 10. 

New York State's Executive Chamber has advised all state agency directors and 

department heads to inform their employees of the a vail ability of this series. "This satellite 

course actually satisfies many requirements for local information to the disabled as set 

forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act, which was recently passed by Congress and 

signed into law by President Bush," said Richard F. Read, executive director of CCD. 

The Center for Computing and Disability has long been a proponent of computing 

technology as a means of enabling those with disabilities to overcome barriers separating 

them from full participation in society. Its activities include a University course, 

"Microcomputing and Disability," participation in state and regional forums, in-service 

workshops and assistance in choosing the appropriate computing equipment for disabled. 

CCD's staff has also fostered new research, including the investigation of 

microcomputer devices capable of operation through direct cerebral control. The project, 

initiated through Professor Read and the state's Department of Health, is the most 

advanced project of its type in the U.S., if not worldwide. 
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University at Albany Fund Announces Officers, New Board 

Members 

The University at Albany Fund has announced its 1990-91 officers and nine new 

members to the Board of Directors. The Fund is a New York not-for-profit 

charitable corporation organized to encourage voluntary private gifts, trusts and 

bequests for the benefit of the University. 

Responsibility for governance of the fund, including investment of 

endowments, is given to the board of directors. The board comprises alumni, 

community and University representatives. 

J. Spencer Standish, Chairman of the Albany International Corporation, has 

been re-elected chair of the fund . Judith A. Mysliborski, Albany class of '69, 

faculty member at Albany Medical School and leading area dermatologist, is vice 

chair and James M. Stewart, Albany class of '68 and Executive Vice President of 

Health Networks of America , is secretary. Daniel Hogarty, president of Troy 

Savings Bank, is treasurer for the fund . 

New board members are: University at Albany faculty members Shirley C. 

Brown, professor of psychology, and Walter M. Gibson, professor of physics; The 

Honorable Anthony Casale, NY State Assemblyman; Laura Fox, senior class 

president; Steven Gutman, president of the New York Jets; George Randolph 
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Hearst III, director of operations for Capital Newspapers; Charlotte Vizzi 

Houchens, class of '70; Elinore Posner, community fund raising activist, and 

Edward P. Swyer , president of Stuyvesant Plaza, Inc. 

H. Patrick Swygert, new president of the University, is a new ex officio 

director along with Robert Macfarland, president of the University Foundation, 

chairman and chief executive officer at Norstar Bank of Upstate New York. 

Other ex officio members are David W. Martin, president of the University 

at Albany Benevolent Association; Susan Van Horn Shipherd, Albany class of '64 

and president of the Alumni Association; and Richard A. Hanft, Esq., of Lee & 

LeForestier, who is also interim presiding officer of the University Council. 

**************************** 
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ALBANY WITH THOUSANDS OF CAPITAL REGION STUDENTS 

LISTED AMONG NATION'S BEST 

The University at Albany, which has about 2,000 students from the Capital 

District, has been selected as one of "America's 10 Best College Buys" by the Fall 

MONEY magazine 1990 College Guide. 

To the delight of more than 5,000 area parents and students alike, the "MONEY 

Guide to the Best Colleges in America" (on newsstands since September 1 0) rated the 

top 200 schools for "your education dollar," awarding Albany eighth place 

nationally---ahead of prestigious campuses such as the University of Virginia, the 

University of California at Berkeley, and the University of Michigan. 

Albany, with a total undergraduate enrollment of 10,500, charges the same 

yearly tuition for in-state students as the 33 other state-controlled SUNY 

institutions: $1,350, but offers a unique and demonstrably valuable experience 

which "reflects its location in the state capital," according to the MONEY report. 

The report added that the Capital District campus, one of just four state 

university centers, offers "excellect programs in social welfare, public 

administration, public health and criminal justice, as well as paid internships in 

government bodies that help many students meet tuition ..... " Albany students may 

choose from more than 50 academic majors. 

Two other SUNY campuses, the College at Geneseo and SUNY Binghamton, were among 

the top 10 colleges and universities that offer "the best education for the buck." 

-30-
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SUNY ALBANY WITH 4,000 LONG ISLANDERS LISTED AMONG NATION'S BEST 

SUNY Albany, which has about 4,000 students from Long Island, has been selected 

as one of "America's 10 Best College Buys" by the Fall MONEY magazine 1990 College 

Guide. 

To the delight of more than 10,000 Nassau/ Suffolk parents and students alike, 

the "MONEY Guide to the Best Colleges in America" (on newsstands since September 

10) rated the top 200 schools for "your education dollar," awarding SUNY Albany 

eighth place nationally---ahead of prestigious campuses such as the University of 

Virginia, the University of California at Berkeley, and the University of Michigan. 

Albany, with a total undergraduate enrollment of 10,500, charges the same 

yearly tuition for in-state students as the 33 other state-controlled SUNY 

institutions: $1,350, but offers a unique and demonstrably valuable experience 

which "reflects its location in the state capital," according to the MONEY report. 

The report added that SUNY Albany, one of just four state university centers, 

offers "excellect programs in social welfare, public administration, public health 

and criminal justice, as well as paid internships in government bodies that help 

many students meet tuition ..... " Albany students may choose from more than 50 

academic majors. 

Two other SUNY campuses, the College at Geneseo and SUNY Binghamton, were among 

the top 10 colleges and universities that offer "the best education for the buck." 
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IBM Awards Contract to Univercity at Albany's 

School of Information Science and Policy 

The IBM Corp. has awarded the University at Albany's School of 
Information Science and Polley a contract to manage a network of specialized 
libraries which IBM maintains for 17,000 employees in the niid-Hudson Valley. 

The state-of-the-art corporate libraries are currently staffed and managed 
directly by IBM. The School of Information Science and Policy, part of the 
University's Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, will assume those 
responsibilities for IBM under the arrangement, providing a wide range of 
professional services. Those services will include recruitment and training of 
new personnel, assistance in teaching library users how to usc soft-ware and 
operations research. In exchange, graduate students within the School will be 
able to take advantage of intern opportunities in the libraries. 

Richard S. Halsey, dean of ti:e School of Information Science and Policy, 
described the project as a "unique corporate-public sector partnership," and said 
it would draw upon the expertise of not only the School, but also other schools 
and departments involved in recently launched interdisciplinary undergraduate 
and graduate research initiatives on the Albany campus. 

"IBM's system is already state-of -the-art," explained Hals.ey, who will 
assist Vincent J. Aceto, the School's associate dean, in overseeing 
implementation of the contract. "But there is more important information 
outside the system that IBM wants to take advantage of. Our job will be to 
draw upon the expertise we have to strengthen the libraries and meet the needs 
of IBM's technical professionals." 

Aceto said that the interdisciplinary nature of a number of the School's 
programs affords a unique opportunity for faculty from business, computer 
science, communicn tion, linguistics and cognitive science, philosophy, public 
affairs and psychology to be involved with the IBM project. Many of these 
same faculty, he said, are also member:'. of the Institute fo· the Study of 
Information Science (ISIS), a newly formed center at Albany that is actively 
engaged in research that is pertinent to the needs of IBM. Institute staff and 
students enrolled in the School's new interdisciplinary doctoral program in 
information science will be actively engaged in advanced study and applied 
research in information theory, organization, management and policy. 
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G.R. Davidson, IBM's educational manager in the mid-Hudson Valley, said 
the Schoc.~·s interdisciplinary focus, along with the over-all qualit~ of the 
faculty aud program, were importan~ factors in the f1rr'·'s decision to aware u.c 
contract to Albany. 

\\'bile the School already has strong relations with g<wernment, scho< ~ and 
public librnries. :'1c lBl\·1 pnrtn:::rsbip will offer new opportunities for graduate 
students to gain experience worl,1ng .n a corporate, or ~1•eeializccl library 
environment, Halsey said. 

"S:,ccializecl libraries offer some of the best j(lb oppor\\1!1ities ath' some of 
tile toughest intellectual challenges in tlie fk:d today," he said. 

The School of Information Science and Policy hns n student body of over 
3DO gradunte students and 14 fnculty. nnd is accredited by the American 
L;.1rary Associ3tion. 

******* 
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UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY HOLDS 

"PERSIAN GULF CRISIS" FORUM, SEPTEMBER 25 

The University at Albany will present this year's first Campus Forum at 

noon on Tuesday, September 25, entitled "The American Economy and the Gulf 

Crisis" and featuring its new president, H. Patrick Swygert. 

The event, which is scheduled to run from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Campus 

Center Ballroom, is free and open to the public. 

The panel of speakers includes six campus experts, each with specialized 

knowledge of a particular aspect of the historical, technical, political, financial 

and legal causes of the Persian Gulf crisis. 

Panel members include: 

- Jeanne E. Gullahorn, Interim Executive Vice President for Academic 

Affairs at the University at Albany and the moderator of the forum, has 

conducted contract research for the U.S. Department of State and served a 

consultantship with the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

- H. Patrick Swygert, President of the University at Albany since August 1, 

served five summers as a visiting professor of law at Tel Aviv University in Israel. 

(more) 
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- Gregory P. Nowell, Assistant Professor in the Graduate School of Public 

Affairs, has worked on a U.S. Department of Energy contract, researching security 

problems surrounding Persian Gulf oil production, and has published a number of 

articles on the world oil market. 

- Walter Goldstein, Professor of Political Science and Public Affairs at 

Albany's Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, has published 

extensively on the interrelation of oil and politics. 

- Volker Mohnen, Professor of Atmospheric Science at the University, and 

former Director of its Atmospheric Sciences Research Center, is an authority on 

atmospheric chemistry and alternatives to fossil fuels. 

- Hany A. Shawkey, Professor in the University's Department of Finance, 

specializes in international finance. A native of Egypt, he is a consultant to the 

Institute of Banking in Kuwait. 

The Campus Forum, with a series of presentations on topics of current 

interest throughout the academic year, is jointly sponsored by the divisions of 

Academic Affairs and Student Affairs and the Student Association. 

- 30 -
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UNIVERSITY NAMES NEW DEAN OF BUSINESS 

Richard E .. ~ughs, vice president for corporate affairs with Sierra Pacific Resources 

of Reno, Nevada, and former dean of the College of Business Administration at the 

University of Nevada at Reno, has been named Dean of the School of Business at the 

University at Albany. 
11 Dr. Hughs brings to the University an outstanding record of leadership and 

innovation from both the worlds of business and academia, .. said Albany President H. 

Patrick Swygert. 11 His histG.{,Y of participation in state and local economic development, 

through private and univerhty sectors in Nevada, was a strong consideration in his 

selection for this important post." 

Dr. Hughs, who becomes the first major appointment in the tenure of President 

Swygert (who took office August 1), developed and executed Sierra Pacific's strategic 

planning process since joining the corporation in 1985. He contributed to the establishment 

and development of the $4 billion Thousand Springs independent power project, aimed at 

providing power to California from a series of Nevada locations. 

From 1977-84, Dr. Hughs shaped new and important directions for the University of 

Nevada at Reno's College of Business Administration. A strong program of research grants 

for faculty members was established, the M.B.A. was strengthened, an information systems 

program and a focus in international business were begun, and the college's enrollments 

rose 50 percent. 

Under Dr. Hughs' administration, the school also reached into ~.he business 

community to establish a local bureau of business and economic research, and initiated the 

state's Small Business Development Center. 

518 442-3073 

A 1957 graduate of the University of Rochester (B.S. in physics), Dr. Hughs received 

both his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in mathematics from Purdue University. Between 1961 and 

1970, he helped start the business school at Southern Illinois University, ran his own 

consulting organization, and held a senior position with Cresap, McCormick and Paget, Inc., 

one of the top general management consulting firms in the U.S. at that time. 

From 1970-77, Dr. Hughs was associate dean of the Graduate School of Business 

Administration at New York University. There he established new links to the business 



community through a placement service for NYU graduates, increased the quality of the 

undergraduate program through interdisciplinary initiatives, and became integral in the 

financial restructuring of the university itself. 

Dr. Hughs was chosen after a national search that attracted nearly 100 candidates. 
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LEADING AMERICAN EDUCATOR TO ADDRESS FALL 

CONVOCATION ON SEPTEMBER 26 

The University at Albany's School of Education will ·present one of T 

America's most prominent educators, Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, at 3:00 p.m. on 

September 26, 1990. Dr. Boyer, Past Chancelior of SUNY, President of the 

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and Senior Fellow of 

the Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University, will address the school's 1990 

Fall Convocation with a talk entitled "Education for a New Century." The 

convocation address, which is free and open to the public, will be held in the 

Recital Hall of the University's Performing Arts Center, with a reception to 

follow at 4:00 p.m. in the adjoining Futterer Lounge. 

Recipient of honorary degrees from 103 U.S. colleges and universities, Dr. 

Boyer was the 23rd U.S. Commissioner of Education and served seven years as 

Chancellor of the State University of New York~ His international reputation is 

well illustrated by his selection as Education Columnist for The Times of 

London. 
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"ANSONIA NATIVE NAMED TO SUNY-ALBANY POST" 

ALBANY, NY -- The State University of New York at Albany has 

appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of Nashua, New Hampshire as Interim Associate 

Vice President for University Relations. 

For the past five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 

consultant to Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

several publications, including the Boston Globe and Nashua and Manchester 

magazines. From 1980-1986, he was a reporter, columnist and editor for The 

Union Leader and New Hampshire Sunday News of Manchester, NH. 

At the University at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for managing 

the University's communications, media relations a community relations 

programs. He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distributed to students, alumni, faculty, staff and the 

community. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College, Schenectady, NY. He also 

holds a master's degree in Broadcast Journalism from Boston University and a 

master's degree in Social Work from the University of Michigan. He attended 

Ansonia public schools and is the son of Adele C. Blumenthal of Stratford, 

formerly of Ansonia, and the late Dr. Edward J. Blumenthal of Ansonia. 

He and his wife, Dayle Zatlin, have a son, Edward, 9, and a daughter, 

Laura, 6. 



ALBANY, NY -- The State University of New York at Albany has 

appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of Nashua, New Hampshire as Interim Associate 

Vice President for U ni versi ty Relations. 

For the past five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 

consultant to Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

several publications, including the Boston Globe and Nashua and Manchester 

magazines. From 1980-1986, he was a reporter, columnist and editor for The 

Union Leader and New Hampshire Sunday News of Manchester, NH. 

At the University at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for managing 

the University's communications, media relations and community relations 

programs. He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distributed to students, alumni, faculty, staff and the 

community. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College, Schenectady, NY. He also 

holds a master's degree in Broadcast Journalism from Boston University and a 

master's degree in Social Work from the University of Michigan. 
1'-t -C<.. 
~ and his wife, Dayle Zatlin, have a son, Edward, 9, and a 

daughter, Laura, 6. 

-30-



UNIVERS·ITY AT 

ALBANY 
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

Contact: Peggy L.S. Barmore (518) 442-3092 

BLUMENTHAL NEW SUNY-ALBANY UNIVERSITY RELATIONS HEA D 

ALBANY, N.Y.-- The State University of New York at Albany has 

appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of Nashua, N.H., as Interim Associate Vice 

President for U ni versi ty Relations. 

For the last five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 

consultant to Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

several publications, including the Boston Globe and Nashua and Manchester 

magazines. From 1980-1986, he was a reporter, columnist and editor for The 

Union Leader and New Hampshire Sunday News of Manchester , N .H. 

At the University at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for managing 

the University's communications, media relations and community rcla tions 

programs. He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distributed to students, alumni, faculty, staff and the 

community. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College, Schenectady, N.Y. He also 

holds a master's degree in broadcast journalism from Boston University and a 

master's degree in social work from the University of Michigan. 

He and his wife, Dayle Zatlin, have a son, Edward, 9, and a daughter, 

Laura, 6. 
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NEW UNIVERSITY R ELATIONS HEAD AT THE UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY 

State University of New York at Albany Vice President Christian Kersten 

today announced that the University has appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of 

Nashua, N.H., as Interim Associate Vice President for University Relations. 

For the last five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 

consultant to the Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

the Boston Globe. Previously , he was an editor, reporter and commentator fo r 

se veral New Hampshire and Bos ton-area newspapers, radio and television 

stations. 

At the Uni versity at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for man ag in g 

the University's communications, media relations and community relations 

programs. "The citizens of New York arc interested in the grea t things that are 

happening on the Albany campus, and Mr. Blumenthal will be a primary 

spokesperson for us. He will be instrumental in planning communications for 

our major capital campaign and in planning the University at Albany ' s 

year-long Sesquicentennial celebration set for 1994," Kersten said. 

He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distribut -c d to students, prospective students, alumni, 

fac u lty, sta ff and the com mu nity. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College and holds a master's 

degree in broadcast journalism from Boston University. H e also holds a master's 

degree in social wo r k from the University of Michigan. 
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ANSONIA NATIVE NAMED TO SUNY-ALBANY POST 

ALBANY, N.Y. -- The State University of New York at Albany has 

appointed Joel M. Blumenthal of Nashua, N.H., as Interim Associate Vice 

President for University Relations. 

For the last five years, Blumenthal has served as a communications 

consultant to Digital Equipment Corporation and as a freelance writer for 

several publications, including the Boston Globe and Nashua and Manchester 

(N.H.) magazines. From 1980-1986, he was a reporter, columnist and editor for 

The Union Leader and New Hampshire Sunday News of Manchester, N.H. 

At the University at Albany, Blumenthal will be responsible for managing 

the University's communications, media relations and community relations 

programs. He will also be responsible for the numerous official University 

publications that are distributed to students, alumni, faculty, staff and the 

community. 

Blumenthal, 43, is a graduate of Union College, Schenectady, N.Y. He also 

holds a master's degree in broadcast journalism from Boston University, and a 

master's degree in social work from the University of Michigan. He attended 

Ansonia public schools and is the son of Adele C. Blumenthal of Stratford, 

formerly of Ansonia, and the late Dr. Edward J. Blumenthal of Ansonia. 

He and his wife, Dayle Zatlin, have a son, Edward, 9, and a daughter, 

Laura, 6. 
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