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" Vital to Defend Constitutional Rights
 Against Hartley Group, Jandreau Says

. The aim of the kind of campaign the Hartley Committee is conduct-
ing is “to tell the workers that they must have a compuany union or have
their union smashed,” Leo Jandreau charged in a radio broadeast Sept. 29.
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ELECTRICAL UNION NEWS o 4" October 8, 1948

Jandreau said there are

who think that we should defend
the union against such attacks by
rushing in with Taft-Hartley af-
fidavits and begging them to be-
lieve that we are not Communists
and have no Communists
our members.” .
“The only effect of that,” he said,
“would be to invite them to demand
further and further proof, and the
only satisfactory proof to General
Electric and the Hartley Commit-
tee is company unionism.”

Lesson from the Past
He pointed out that after

‘War I most unions “were forced to
~---hapgome..company...unions___or__be
crushed by troops and ‘Bolshevik’
‘scares.” The labor movement was
reduccd to “a hollow shell” until
the Hoover depression, he recalled.

“Then came the New Deal

which brought a new Labor move-
meént. We do not propose te. help
America drop back to the 1920’s
and set the stage for another 1929.

“No, We of UE have a

answer, It lies in the American
heritage and the constitution of
our own union.”

Simple Constitutional Rights

Jandreau listed simple principles
of American democracy embodied

in the American Constitution.
“That free men and women have

Newspapers Very Silent
On Indictments of GE

Newspapers have printed indig-
nant editorials and articles over the
refusal of UE officers and mem-
bers to answer unconstitutional
questions of the Hartley Commit-
tee based on no aectual charges
‘whatseever, But did you ever read
‘the slightest newspaper ecriticism
of GE in connection with the civil
and criminal charges made against
it by the United States govern-
ment or even in connection with ac-
tions which GE has admitted?"

Gets New Duties

Albert Eastman
of Building
16, who was
named by the

Executive Board

th_CT“?’*';);“ﬁa right to any political beliefs; that

these are their own concern, not

to be questioned as long as they

observe the law of the land.
“That free men and women have

to be judged by their actions, and

their actions alone. ' .

- “That we are entitled to worship

Bldgs. 12, 14
and 16 pend-
ing election
of a Board
member for
the gection
including these
buildings, to

among

God in our own way, and belong to ~ replace Remember - the criminal indict-
a church of our own choice.” Michael Tedisco, ment against GE for a price-fix- -
He said, “We who formed the resigned. ing agreement on carboloy with the

UE believed in these prineiples so
much that we incorporated them in
both our local and national con-
‘stitutions.”

German Krupp firm? This agree-
ment has_been called one of the
chief bottlenecks hindering Ameri-
can preparations for World War II.

Here's the Sﬁua‘rion
As to Contempt Threat

Hitting the un-American methods . ox?ttzflg: ;):gi? 1;;2;:1&?11: :f? The case is still awaiting the
of the Hartléy Committee and the ‘

- \ | court's decision in New York City.
be . Y T o - ficers,.members, and former mem- " o
“TDies-Ihomas  Committee, Jandreau . ." r'851 named by Congressman A civiiTeharge ~against—GE; for
declared: : ' Kersten (Republican) and Fischer monopolistic control of lamp prices,
was tried recently in federal courf.'%

Democrat). There is only a threat | al )
( ) ya il in Trenton, N. J. The judge hasn't

f such action. B
01 such aci handed down his decision yet.

To carry out that threat, Ker- S
sten and Fischer’s recommendation In 1942 GE was indicted for col-
lusive bidding on government con-

must be approved by the whole

Hartley committee, and by the tracts, and was found guilty. The

House of Representatives after the company paid a fine of $7,500.
- Charged in a civil action with

new Congress opens in January.
conspiring with foreign companies

Then it is up to the Department of _
Justice to prosecute the men in the in restraint of trade, International
GE accepted a “consent decree.”

courts if the department thinks

there is a case. This means that while not formally
Attorneys advise Local 801 that admitting guilt, the company prom-

the witnesses conducted themselves ises “not to do it again.”

properly under the law to protect . Altogether the U. S. Department

of Justice has brought GE into

their union in the hearings before
court 10 times since 1939 on charg-

World

Real Danger to Democracy

“American freedom is in danger
today from this new hysteria more
than from any possible foreign foe.

“It is & danger which would
crush organizations of the working
people, drive down their working
standards, and in so doing, destroy
our very demoecracy. It’s high time
- that somebody stood up to this
| danger, and when the inquisitors
poke their noses into political and
religious beliefs, it is high time
that some one reminded them that
an American’s thoughts, like his
home, belong to him alone.

sweep

better

ed by the national
tinue. Local 801
will take time
on the radio for
special pro-
grams when the ¢
need arises. l

who had charge |
of the 801 broad~ !.
casts on WSNY,
has resigned as
legislative rep-
resentative
UE District 8.
He will later take a public relations
and education position in the farm
field. e has been with UE in this
_ district for five years.

Weekly Radio Program
‘Propped by Local 301

The weekly radio breadcasts of
Local 301 ended this week, by de-
cision of the Executive Board. The
weekly Gaeth broadeasts, sponsor-
UE, wi

Milo Lathrop, R

of [N

Mil

Lafhro

Kersten and Fischer, and that
there are no good grounds for hold- g5 involving violations of the anti-
trust laws, and including conspir-

ing them in contempt.
Observers familiar with the ways  acjes with German, Italian and
Japanese firms.

of the Hartley committee feel that
the contempt threat was intended . In contrast to this GE record, not
a single member of UE has been

“mainly to intimidate the witnesses
and the membership generally, charged with any act of disloyalty
against the United States.

rather than with the idea that the
State Officials Delay

action could be made to stand up.
Action on GE Pay Days

The threat was made because the
The State Labor Department has

well-planned efforts of the sub-
notified Local 801 that it will not

committee to split and frighten -

the membership was broken by the
act on the union’s complaint about
the proposed change in pay days

resistance of the witnesses.
at the Schenectady GE plant until
the company files briefs, GE rep-
resentatives conferred with state
officials last week in Albany on
the union’s charge that the pay-
day change is a violation of state
law. - |
Earlier an official of the labor
department told the union hy
agreed that the shift is a violation

UE Run by Its Members

“Our members run this union, If
any officer, any board member, any
shop steward, does wrong, the
members will vote him out.

“But when any self-appointed in-
quisitors, with axes to grind and
headlines to build, seek to inquire
into the political or religious be-
liefs of any of our members we
shall remind them that this is still
free America, and  we intend to
keep it so.” |

Radio Time Changed

Because of political speeches
scheduled for next Monday night
over the American Broadcasting
Company stations, the UE national
radio program featuring Arthur
Gaeth will be at 10:30 p.m,, instead
of 10 pm. It’'s on WXKW, Albany
(850 on your dial)

The change of hour is for fhat
night only. |

11 con-

No Strings Attached

On the eve of a strike, UE Local
485 won a pay increase of 10 cents
across-the-board at Walker-Turner
Company, Plainfield, N. J. The
company had offered eight cents
and wanted the union:to give up
Saturday and Sunday overtime pay
and some piecework safeguards.
The union won the 10 cents with

_mno strings attached.

h
"
.

TR
Ly

T

e T
-;,‘J-?h:.“ oy 4 'ﬁ( i

V"l‘
2

‘E .‘:“Y\ ‘.
Yy}
t
"}ﬁ.-‘ }a 4

," ‘\gﬂ.‘rl:‘\l {“:‘I?n ;'I:;'
e

\L

i L‘}N( .
T

. 2
IR A RN
SRV

gt I Ly

x-‘:ﬁ{'plt""ma_}".f ; p!

ALY
LR

I
N

A nl.l' ‘
TS x
."H_l)_" e ! "
""‘(..‘.‘isl;fi. ) t& RREANGE \rﬁé‘rg\ﬂlﬂv‘
) é-\ S ";"N ity
RN RN VARG
','i’fﬁ.ﬁﬂ‘i‘ NEH I SR RN s 'jr{r'ﬂ HPTRNTY
n'h'\}ﬂ"{iv&*{-"'@ﬂ‘-' MR R L
RPN t‘} 'ir}'ﬂ.},\' «t-{tif!a;m‘ " :
BB G W
B e o
gt h J J‘& \a“'v\t\
l

A -

i ,'. l,f.tﬁ‘ R
sl e @i?#

HrshiA il
KE il 51

AR

A A E,:“‘I‘ : Gl | it
L@z; : éi%qi%f}% AR . e j:ﬁr : AR
e 7 :Ié%%%

sk

- &

e

u 0
1 it s l.'
e
Y

T
U«'{ﬁif ‘

N PRl

i

T T e A T o

AR Al

A o
T ARG

ST
ST

Dl 2
3 el ot X
SR

A

i
3?:': R
%ﬁ&é‘g&z. paahian
e A e LU,

e

ht o .J." =, g7t ;
-'# .v}ﬂ é‘;‘ ?a‘?;-.::::'g"“ #
LRI

:';-‘a RIgk
I LU e e N

A A o o
- _,;:‘; i " R

Sl A
R
7

u.
: .t:i‘ﬁz;'
Bacgy:

e

el
Sl
Al

Of Conspiring
To Fix Prices

The General Electric Company,
which dares question the loyalty of
officers and members of UE, was
convicted Oct. 8 in Federal Court
of the criminal charge of violating
the anti-trust laws by a price-fix-
ing conspiracy with the Nazi Krupp
munitions trust.

Judge John C. Knox found GE
- guilty of conspiring with the Nazi

firm to monopolize the sale of car-
__boloy, a conspiracy which contin-
“yed from 1927 to 1940, after Hitler
“started the war in Europe. Testi-

mony before the Kilgore sub-com-

mittee of the Senate showed that

this GE conspiracy created one of

the most serious bottlenecks of the
whole American war effort.

Zay Jeffries Found Guilty

Convicted with GE were two of
its subsidiaries, the International
General Electric Company of New
York and the Carboloy Company of
Detroit, and three individuals: Wal-
ter G. Robbins, president of the Car-
boloy Co.; Zay Jeffries, chairman
of the board of Carboloy and a GE
vice-president, and Walter M.
Stearns of Schenectady, former
GE manager of trade relations and
special accounts.

The three companies are subject
to possible fines totaling $25,000
each and the individuals can be

Who Is Un-American?

Zuy Jeftries, GE vice-presi-
dent convicted of a conspiracy
with the Nazi Krupp firm to fix
the price of carboloy, made a
speech in October, 1946 accusing
“union leaders of having “un-
Anierican objectives.” He ap-
pealed for the crippling of the
Wagner Act and opposed “high
wages” for labor.

fined the same amount and can be
imprisoned for five years each.

No business man has ever been
sent to prison in this country for
~ynti-trust law violation. The only
"""_,pe_ngll_ties have been fines which are
tiny compared with huge profits
.made by price-fixing,

Sentencing Postponed
Judge Knox posiponed the sen-

To OUR SECURITY],

0D, S
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NIONS ARE A TWREAT

AToMic THERGY Comss
' PL@‘:}{T TMPLOYERS Yot To
CERTAIN UNLONS ToR

1oNER ORDERS AToMic
RGAW WITK
CECURITY REAGONS -~

- declared at a meeting in New York

- Energy Commission’s aid to GE

. UE., The attack has been centered

tencing in the carboloy case. GE
and the other defendants could
have had a jury trial, but chose to
have the decision rest with the
judge alone.

The Krupp firm was named in
the indietment, but was not tried
because it was outside the court’s
jurisdietion,

Judge Knox found that the four
companies (including Krupp) “ac-

quired patents which were so used .

as substantially to dominate the
entire interstate and foreign com-
merce of the United States in the
field of hard metal compositions.”

$453 a Pound

The government charged that GE
and its fellow-conspirators set a
price of $453 a pound on some com-
positions as compared with $48
charged by the Krupp firm in Ger-
many.

GE issued u statement last week

complaining * because the govern-

ment dared bring a eriminal action
apainst it,  If business men must
act “under the constant threat of
a eriminal convietion” in such cases,

Section Night Party -

The = section

Board Member James

represented by

Cognetta

will have a section night social

Monday night at 801 hall.

The pro-

gram will include, beer, hot dogs,
ping-pong and cards, This will be

the first of a series

the of get-to-
gethers for various sections.

The

Iixecutive Board asked the Activi-
ties Committee to arrange the af-

fairs.

UE Broadcast

Tune in on the Arthur

broadcast, sponsored by

Gaeth
the na-

tional UR, at 10 p.m. every Mon-

day on WXKW,
your dial),

Albany

(860 on

GE declared, “then there

are dark

days ahead for the development of

new business enterprises.”

Ap-

parently GIN thinks criminal action

ers,

(11v  declared that
which Lhe government co
was continued after 1940,

nothing

“should bé taken only against work-

of
mplained

-Schenectady may be represented by
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UE Delegates
Hit Actions
Of Lilienthal

General Electrie locals of UE
will not be blackmailed into letting
GE clamp “government-enforced
company unions” on its employees,
the GE Conference Board of UE

?
R

P I f
“i &?A:\’rr;?:

i T
Ci - B A R R e
City Tuesday. - = i;\%&@&%%bj@h@gg gt
The Conference, composed of del- ' ELLY

egates from GE locals throughout
the country, called on the member-
ship “to unite against company
propaganda and disruption for the
protection of their hard-won rights
and gains.” - b -

Publicity Campaign
A statement on the Atomic
against the union was -adopted
unanimously by the delegates.
The statement said:

“The General Electric Company
and Chairman Lilienthal of the
Atomic Energy Commission have
just blossomed out in a sudden
joint publicity campaign against
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around the question of whether or
not a few hundred UE members in
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UE if and when they are employed
in GE’s unbuilt atomic energy
plant. The company and the AEC
couple this with a threat to deny
collective bargaining rights to
some 300 UE members now cover-
ed by the UE national contract at
their present place of employment,
the Schenectady Peek Street Plant.

No Notice to Union

“No question of representation
had been raised by the union or its

i

(Continued on Page 2) iR
Membership Meeting B
To Elect Delegates

Delegates to the UE District

8 Council and to the Capital Dis-
triet CIO Couneil will be elected ity
at the membership meeting of
. Local 301 next_week. at the un- |. = R
don hall. First and third shift Bt
workers will nmeet at 7:30 pon. R}
Tuesduy and second shift work. g
ers at 1 pau. Wednesday.
N
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