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CASES OF RACIAL VIOLENCE
IN NEW YORK STATE

pacenber 25, 1987
New York City, NY

Two black men were set upon and beaten by a local group of
white youths as they were collecting cans in a Brooklyn

neighborhood.

December 19, 1987
Binghamton, New York

Ms. Shirley Harris-Smith, a 32 two year old mother of 5 and
five months pregnant, was arrested following a confrontation with
another woman in front of a local bar at 1:44 am. Between 4-4:30

wad am, she was discovered dead - standing upright in her cell. No
effort was made to save her child.

An organization called, Concerned Citizens for Equal
Justice, prepared a report detailing many inconsistencies and
contradictions by the local police department and City Hall. The
group has asked Governor Cuomo to appoint a special prosecutor.

December 4, 1987
New York City

Ms. Yvonne Smallwood, a hospital worker, trade unionist and
mother of four, was viciously attacked by two police officers on
231st and Broadway. She was left bleeding on the sidewalk for
more than an hour. She later died, for injuries sustained from
the attack. (\

November 25-28, 1987
Wappingers Falls, WY

Tawana Brawley, a 15 year old high school student was found
alive in a plastic bag on a roadside in Wappingers Falls. She
had been kidnapped and held for 3 days by 6 white men who
identified themselves as police officers (showing badges). She
had been raped and sodomized. KKK and nigger had been written in

excrement on her body.
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November 25, 1987
Bronx, New York

Kenroy Burke, a Jamaican born father of 5, was shot down in
front of his home by a KKK cop named, Richard Holsgrove. This
incident was witnessed by several onlookers. Kenroy Burke was
unarmed. No charges have been brought against the police
officer.

Transit Authority Arrests
New York City, New York

In a recent false arrest, Mr. Okhiria, a mirco~-biologist,
was arrested and ridiculed by a group of Transit Authority cops
anxious for promotions. The TA cops could not spell Mr.
Okhiria's place of birth, Nigeria. One officer suggested to
other that he spell the word nigger and add 1 and a.

November 22, 1987
Goshen, New York

Nine Black and Latino men, inmates at the Orange County
Jail, were hosed down with high pressure fire hoses, cursed at,
and beaten with nightsticks by prison guards dressed in Klan-like
garb as a result of asking for the sweltering heat to be turned
down. Several inmates were injuried: one was injured seriously
enough to warrant medical attention. The injured inmate did not
receive medical attention until some 15 days after the incident.
These inmates now face criminal charges.

November 21, 1987
Pcdkakill. New York

A gang of white youths attacked Alfonso Smith, a young Black
man, at a Peekskill gas station. Haywood Burns, Dean of the Law
School at CUNY, happened upon the attack as he stopped for gas
following a NAACP awards dinner that evening. He wvas able to
rescue Alfonso Smith from further harm.

An article appeared in a Westchester County paper about this
incident in which Alfonso Smith's name and address was printed.
On Thanksgiving November 26th, Smith's home was set afire.

Police do not believe the two envents are related.
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December 13, 1986
Wallkill, New York

Jimmy Lee Bruce, Jr., a 20 year old Black man, died in a
parking lot of a Wallkill movie theatre after an extended choke
hold had been placed on him by an off-duty, plain clothes, police
officer. An Orange County Grand Jury found this officer and
others present to have acted justly in the strangling death of
this young man.

December 1986
HBowvard Beach, NY

Michael Griffith was chased to his death on the Belt Parkway
in Queens by a mob of white teenagers. The same youths also beat
up Cedric Sandiford and Tim Grimes who had been with Michael when
their car broke down in this neighborhood.

ﬁlb&ﬂ!t NY

Officer Von Dollen Burke was found liable in 1987 by a
federal court judge for violating the civil rights of the McKever
family by conducting an illegal search of their home in Arbor
Hill.

1985
New York City, NY

Ms. Eleanor Bumpers, an elderly black woman, was being
evicted from her apartment by police officers for failing to pay
her rent. The police felt she was going to lunge at them with
the knife she is said to have had in her hand. The officers shot
twice and she died as a result. A physician did report that the
first shot would have been enough to disable Ms. Bumpers:; and
therefore:, there was no need for the second shot. No indictments
were made.

1984

Michael Stewvart was killed by Transit Authority police at
Union Square.
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Summer 1984
hlbﬂﬂ! ¢+ NY

Jesse Davis, a thirty-five year old Black man, with some
history of psychiatric hospitalizations, was shot and killed in

his home by Albany police. Police apparently violated
departmental rules in the handling of residents with a history of

psychological difficulties. A law suit is pencing.
-

llbﬂl’l! + NY

In 1984, Federal Judge Miner found Officer Von Dollen liable
for assaulting, with a five cell flashlight, a 51 year old, 4'11"
Black woman. The judge awarded $ 5,000 against the officer to
her victim, Mary Keyes. The judge state that the "physical force
used was unprovoked, unnecessary, and clearly excessive. 1In
fact, there was no need for the application of any force

whatsoever..."”

NOTES

Information compiled by Vickie Smith
and Jeff Jones
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Witness calls fatal

By John Caher

Staf! writer

ALBANY — An eyewitness to the
beating death of 27-yearold Brian
Purcell of Albany testified that Purcell
was the victim of an unprovoked
attack with a baseball bat.

“He (Purcell) was just w up
the street, bothering nobody until the
... guy came up,” 20-year-old Mark
Solicito of Albany testified Thursday in
the trial of Mark Gordon of Albaay,
Gordon is charged with
murder and first-degree manslaughter
in the June 25, 1987 incident that left
Purcell dead.

Solicito, who said he witnessed the
early morning attack on Partridge
Street, contradicted defense claims
that Purcell had threatened Gordon
with a pistol.

Gordon claims he went outside his
625 Washington Ave. home to move his
car and was confronted by Purcell,
who the defense contends was drunk,
threatening Gordon and using racial
slurs. Defense attorney Joseph F.
Donnelly told the jury in his opening
statement Wednesday that Purcell was
ca g a pistol and wa toward
Gordon, despite warnings his

client.

A gun was found in the vicinity of
the incident, but Assistant District
Attorney Lawrence P. Wiest denies
Purcell possessed the weapon or used a
firearm to threaten Gordon.

Solicito said Purcell was not carry-
ing or holding anything when he was
whacked in the head with a bat He
said he saw a "black guy” go to trunk
of his car, pick up a bat and strike a
“white guy” on the head during an
apparent argument. However, he was
unable to identify Gordon, who is
black, as the man with the bat.

Donnelly does npot dispute that
Gordon struck Purcell, but he says the
attack was justified.

Also testifying Thursday in the trial
before Albany County Judge John G.

beating unprovoked
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Turner Jr. was Albany Police Officer
Michael Nardolillo, the first law en-
forcement official on the scene follow-
ing the assauit. Nardolillo said Purceil,
of M Ontario St, was a
disoriented from a blow to head
although it was not immediately clear
if the victim had been injured or was
intoxicated.

Nardolillo said witnesses led him to
Gordon, who “seemed very excited
(and) irritated” and admitted hitting
Purcell, but claimed the victim offend-
ed him with a racial slur.

The officer also said he overheard a
telephone conversation at the police
station during which Gordon, possibly
speaking to his mother, said he wished
he had killed Purcell.

"1 heard part of a conversation”
Nardolillo testified, “that he wished he
hit the kid harder and killed him.”

Less than 24 hours later, Purcell
died of a brain hemorrhage.
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Homeless man, 32, released from jail

By Carcl DeMare

Staft! writer

ALBANY — A homeless man whose
claims that he was kicked by city
police while handcuffed were substan-
tiated last week by authorities was
released from jail Tuesday on pretrial
probation.

But 32-year-old Gregory Baity still
faces charges that bhe assaulted two
officers who were questioning him last
August.

In releasing Baity, Albany County
Judge Joseph Harris indicated that he
would be brought to trial in the pear
futdre to face the assault charges.

The Albany chapter of the National
tion for the Advancement of
Calored People, Baity's public defend-
er and Baity himself all expressed
disappointment Tuesday that charges
agpinst him were not dismissed in light
of - the Police Department’s investiga-
tion of his allegations.

There are 12 buildings being reno-

District Attorney Sol Greenberg said
an indictment alleging that
injured the two arresting officers last
August and broke the jaw of one of
them still stands and has nothing to do
with bf“laliti;hﬂflﬂ Baity has lev-
eled against the police.

The police brutality claimed by
Baity “allegedly occurred after his
arrest,” Greenberg said

A letter sent to Baity at the Albany
County Jall from Police Chief John F.
Reid revealed that an inv tion by
the department’s Internal Affairs Unit
sustained a charge that Baity was

kicked by an unnamed officer while -

sitting handcuffed on the curb after he
was arrested Aug, 19.

Also substantiated was Baity’s alle-
gation that he was wrongly charged
with unlawful possession of marijuana.

The department did not sustain

Baity's allegation that he was
arrested and beaten by m

ity.. Hendrick at about | a.m. on the corner

we SAWAAL

i ‘o
criticiam ameng low-income housing  Albany ommunity Developm.
activists that the buildings haven't Agency (o removate 20 Elicabeth 5t

Officers Angelo Siciliano and Richard

of State and Dove streets.

On Tuesday, Baity was relessed on
pretrial tion and ordered to
make his whereabouts known to a
probation officer and to Aane Pope,
president of the Albany NAACP chap-
ter, which prepared the complaint on
g::'ty‘a behalf. Pope was in court with
ity.

Baiz attorney, Assistant Public
Def, M. MoCoy, said he
received a

Monday from Harvis
office would move to dismise the case.

that the district attorney's m"‘m

the grand jury records “and found they
Greenberg said he met with Harris  (police) presented lml.lz sufficient

Gine wake o facts to constitute cause 8
v e g s - gl s crime was committed and the defend-

Wm h;‘u(m) denied ant commitied the crime.” o

On Tuesday, personall - Charges stand )
'apmmmud IL” Greenberg said he thea reviewed
 the judge to dismiss the charges. l

i -
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2 white officers told to pay $500 to 4 in civil ri

By John Caher
F1ah wrntgs

ALBANY - Two white city police officers have been
ordered (o personally pay each of four former local college
students - all minorities ~ $500 for violating their civil
rights during an arrest 8ix years ago.

A federal jury deliberaled for only abowt 15 minutes
Tuesday allernoon before deciding on the punitive
against officers James Turley and Peter Krasher
punitive damages, designed Lo punish the officers involved
in the altercation and deter similar actions, must be paid by
Krasher and Turiey personally.

However, the $405.000 compensatory award
by the jury al the concluaion of & trial last mm A
[nstriel Judge Con G. Cholalks is to be paid by the city.

The jury found thal the four former students — Jose Baex,

Jesus Escurcia, Carlos ummm_
were batiered and/or with racial by Lthe two
officers. Baer, Escorcia Morales are Hispanic and

Johnson s black.
Krasher and Turley were among several officers who

e Y Y. Wednmicay, May 4. 1998

responded Lo a call about a notsy party at 17 West St early
on April 25, 1082 The officers claimed they met with
resistance when they attempled o break up the party,
requiring them to arvest several people.
However, the students said the police were physically and
verbally abusive. Diserderly conduct
:"wrmwm“mmm&lhn
‘ourt

mmymmuymgymmmmm

Morales and 8806 1o Escorcia. was ordered
punitive damages of 5280 1o Baesy and Mor
T o s 2 sy 04 e ool

> .
graduate siudent on Loag who was studying social
work at the State University at Albany at

incident.
Escorcia, & former Albany State graduate studest
now & social worker with the state | Ald Society, sald

charges agaiast the officers.
“Regardiess of the amount of money, | think the jury

t t_h_e scen

By e ey

e s

devided they shouid be punished for what they did”
Ezcorcia said

Turley and Krasher refused to comment

Frior to the punitive damage award, the officers testified
a3 10 thelr assets and debls.

Krasher, who

d"'_.--’

ghts case

had suffered enough.

“They've learned from this experience already and I'm
pol sure there s more education, more punishiment
necessary,” Sheas told the jury. "It shouldn't be your mission
@ ruin (wo people.”

Cholakis did not allow the jury to bear evidence that
another former Albany Stale student had won & $25.000

federal civil rights case againat the oty in a 1980 incident
involving Krasher.

The jury last Friday awarded Baex, now & doctor, $30.000;
Johnsos, & sergeant in the Marines who was attend
Albany Business College in 1982, $175.000, Morales $125
and §75.000. City officials bave said they are
pondering an appeal

"1 think the jury was very offended by the conduct of the
officers,” said B. Oliver, an attorney who represented

Jodsnnon.
Attorney Mack Mishler, who represented Moraley -
Escorcia and Baez, said the jury was sending a A

potice that “it is not tolerable for these things 1o happen ™

A lnesns -
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Morales was on the front stoop. By this
time, most guests had left. An officer
ordered him to go back in the house or
leave. “‘1don’t think I have to,"” Morales
said, and was arrested.

| The four students said the officers called

| IN A STUNNING VICTORY FRIDAY, them *‘wiseass spics,” and used flex cuffs,
four former area college students were making them unnecessarily tight. At the

' awarded $405,000 by a federal-court jury Division 2 lockup, they were kicked and

¥ on their complaint that Albany police pushed around. One officer there used a

3 officers had physically and racially abused large knife to cut off the plastic cuffs, but

v them. Three of the students, Jose Baez, first used it to menace one of the students.

' Jesus Escorcia and Carlos Morales, are Charges of disorderly conduct against the
Latino. The fourth, Christopher Johnson, is  four were dropped the following morning.
black. The two police officers, James The jury found that the civil rights of

~ Turley and Peter Krasher, and the six each student had been violated and that the

; members of the jury, are white, Albany conduct of the officers was racially

f attorney Mark Mishler said he could not motivated. They awarded $30,000 to Baez,

| remember a larger civil-rights award in the $75,000 to Escorcia, $125,000 to Morales

| federal court's Northern District of New and $175.000 to Johnson in compensation,

: York. In addition, the jury ruled the four are

; " During an off-campus party April 25, entitled to punitive damages resulting from

_; 1982, celebrating the culmination of the “‘malicious, callous disregard” of their

: SUNY's Latin Week, Albany police civil rights. These were to be determined at

2 officers arrived around midnight in A hearing before presiding judge Con
| f response to noise complaints from Cholakis Tuesday.

! neighbors. According to Mishler, who —Jeff Jones

. the three Latin students, a
request to turn down the music was

- complied with, About an hour later,

! however, officers Turley and Krasher

5 arrived, ordered the music turned off and

_' told everyone to leave. Soon more police

arrived at the scene. Several students 2

| protested, and one asked, ‘“What about our b

! civil rights?” *Civil rights are suspended,”

.* they were told.

! Johnson, a student at Albany Business

\  inanoutside hallway. Johnson was forcibly
led out of the building, pushed up againsta
police car and handcuffed.

Inside the apartment, someone protested
the arvest of Johnson. Turley came through
the door, grabbed the individual by the hair

' and dragged him out of the apartment. This
person was not arrested, but the -

- broke up and people began to leave. B
said that several officers were in the -
apartment, conducting a search without a
warrant or the tenant’s consent.
; Escorcia was standing on a landing,

holding a drink. An officer told him to get
rid of the drink. *'It's only coke,” Escorcia
said. ‘] don't give a shit,” the officer
replied, and knocked it out of his hand.
When Escorcia said, “I'm surprised they’re
not wearing sheets,” he was arrested by
Turley.

R - g
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Police probe backs man’s brutality charge
s Rights activists hail award against department -

Staft writer
ALBANY -~ The Police Department has

substantiated abuse charges brought against it |
by a homeless man who said he was kicked by an By Jay Jochnowitz Vincent J. McArdle Jr. termed a “grossly excessive” award by a federal '
officer while sitting handcuffed on a curb and Statt writer : jury of $405,000.
then wrongfully rged with possession of ALBANY - Attorneys 34 observers of a civil rights case involving “I think the city’s not hearing the right message from this verdict if .}
martjuana. what is believed to be the largest award against a Capital District  they continue to fight,” said Mark . one of two attorneys '
“The appropriate mrgu are being prepared police department are hailing a jubq;s decision as a statement that representifig four minority plaintiffs who charged that they wese .
and a discipline outlined,” police Sgt. racial bias among police is Jnmlera and that it is up to the city o abused by two white officers in a 1982 arrest.
Robert Wolfgang said Wednesday. He declined to tackle the issue. The case invoved four former students — Jose Baez, Jesus Escorcia
identify the officers who will be disciplined as a City officials, however, mhintain that the case is the exception, not  and Carlos Morales, all , and Christopher Johnson, a black ~
result of the incident, which took place Aug. 19 at the rule, in police dealings with minorities. who claimed that they were battered or taunted with racial slurs by two
LN GHTVr SF DV ARG St Sirotes. I think it's hard to pick & ease that's 6 years old and say that it shows  officers, James Turley and Peter Krasher, during a police call about 2

that demonstrates any insensitivity,” said  noisy party at 17 West St. on April 25, 1962.
. “1 don’t see any patterns that would be The officers, claiming that they met with resistance in attempting to
ship ip the Police Department.” break up the party, arrested several people, including Escorcia, les

@ is dealing with what Corporatica Counsel See RIGHYTS / B4

The complaint was filed by Gregory Baity, a
homeless man who said he was beaten that w&w:ﬂﬂ _,
morning by police after trying to use a portable disturbing to me or the lea
bathroom on State Street. — The city's immediate

“The case marks the first time that a police Mmmtvom'uatom-w

| ! ha
Colored which prepared the complaist Pope. She said Baity was use police buse channeled thr the cf | of . lations
mﬁﬂwm because he was a bomeless bla _mh’ :olm mphmm board will Mhmh Mum wmmmmﬁmpmm s
“I think it's time we send a message that they '

cannot brutalise people without “They thought no one would Bdvocate for bims  against one or more police officers |
_ bru _ something -  and they were wrong,” she % S S mm'“mmwmm : S‘.M,“

v 7 N L L i e “1:

; o




* .
y
: .-‘M

POLICE

According to the complaint, police
Officers Angelo Sicillano and Richard
Hendrick were driving by the bath-
room in the early morning hours of
Aug. 19 when they saw Baity. The two,
who are both white, the squad
car, jumped out and asked him to put
his hands against a pole.

“I asked why," Baity sald In his
complaint, which was with the
department by the city’s Community-
Police Relations Board. “One officer
E:h?d me by my (sweatshirt) hood
to snatch me.' He then
I was hit on the eye by a flashlight.”

Baity claims that he was handcuffed
and beaten by the two officers. He said
one of the o on his back,
making it hard for him to breathe.

“I was then grabbed, pulled up ...
and made to sit on the " accordi
to the complaint. “Other police came.
One kicked me while | sat on the curd.”

Baity was taken to Memorial Hospi-
tal, where he was treated for a
fractured shoulder blade and z frac-

tured rib. He also sustained culs on
both eyebrows.

His medical condition was verified
in & letter written to the Albany
NAACP by Dr. R. Bisserup, who works
at the itney Young Jr. Health
Center on Arbor Drive.

Siciliano and Hendrick claim that
Baity assaulted them, according to
police reports.

Baity was charged with criminal

mischief, assault and
mm';Mm heid ;' :l’:uy Ownl:u
is still y
Jail, according to jall officials.

An in tion by the department's
Internal aits Unit substantiated
Baity's allegation that he was kicked

while handcuffed and that he was
wrongfully charged with possession of
marijuana, according to a letter dated

April 11 and signed by Police Chief
John Reid. A copy of the letter was

sent to Baity.

Though police reports indicate that
‘-S!tiltmolﬁ:dm charges -

a?hut Baity, officials would not say
which officers would be charged in the
incident.

~ Neither Hendrick nor Sicillano could
be reached Wednesday for comment.

RIGHTS

Continued from B8-1 and

Johnson, although disorderly conduct
charges were that morning in
Albany Police Court.

The substantial award, according to
jury forewoman Christine Tate, was
intended to both tell the officers that
the jury believed that they lied and to
“send out signals” to the city that it
must train its officers better on
discrimination.

Mishler and others said the verdict
not only cited the city for its past
methods of training and re
viewing complaints of possible racial
bias, but underscored shortcomings

that continue despite changes over the

last six years,

After a 4%-day trial and about an
hour's deliberation, an all-white jury in
US. District Court April 29 awarded
the ffs $405.000

plainti n com
damages. The city must ym

a local w al
judgments. The officers must pay

tory
punilive awards, however, which the
jury set at §500 for each plaintiff.

Mishler said the city was offered a
settiement Friday which would have
involved less money than the compen-
satory award and would have canceled
the need for a itive damages
hearing, but on Monday the -city
rejected it and returned with what he

called an “insulting” coun L
The city, Whalen said, Inm

Judge Con G. Cholakis to reduce the
compensatory award. If that move
fails, it remains uncertain whether a
settlement or appeal will follow.

To Mishler, who represented Mor.
ales, Escorcia and Baez, and Lewis B.
Oliver, who represented Johnson, the
case showed that the Police Departi-
ment failed to review reports submit-
ted in the incident, documents which -
they said showed contradictions and
reasons (o investigate further, McAr-
die disputed that, stating that he and
the city's trial asitorney, John Shea,
believed that the evidence was not so
clear-cut, al in Mc-
Ardle said, "we i

Tale said the found that the
::ﬁcm their stories too

ten.

P op
minority Dm the
has been marked by members' com-

history

ints of limited power and a refusai
police to discuss cases under
investigation in more than general
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| “Maybe shejmtwantx blicity or notori-
ety, Idom know.” Henmucgmmmt
r«?mm a majority vote by board members
before Deputy Chief Wilbur Stott will an-
swer questions about it. “So she can’t do
anything by herself . . the board has the
final decision.”
 Stott, who heads the department’s Inter-
nal Affairs Unit, declined yesterda lgv.m an-
about

swer a reporter's ?uestm Baity
case, noting that formal charges have not
g;tt been served en the officers involved.

b charges are being red for filing
by CmelJahaaead.he , who will decide
on a wdémwmif&tomcersare
found guilty.

He said once charges are filed, the offi-
cers will be able to respond and obtain coun-
sel, either through the police usion or at
their own expénse. The officers can plead
g:ftyminmmmwmubnmm

r the case, said Stott.

James Tuffy, president of the officer's
union, sald "“We'll always our peo-

{or marijuana possession, a ¢ that was
later in city Police But Reid

ahoakl mmmmhn'kupn
claim by Baity that be was unlawfull aar-

rested for assault or that he was
Baity is eurrently in the Albany County
Jail on two counts of assa a police

¥

officer. said Green. He has been since
he was released from the hospital four days

Member of Police Relations Board
8 I t Shrugged Off Brutality Case

after the incident. Green said Baity refused
to plead guilty to the charges in return for
being . “He's sat in jail this long. we
think there must be semething to it sawd
Green.

Green said a review of Bmty‘t medical
records by the Whitney M. Young Health
Center found that Baity suffered injuries

“consistent with a severe beating,” including
a broken shoulder blade, a fractured rib, a
cracked collarbose and cuts over both

eyes.
& * -
Baity filed an abuse aint with the
aid of the NAACP on Aug. 29, Green said,

had no interest in

touch with what its
said. Green said that
Baity case was discussed
at the A 25 board
ket objections. "1 think people
know these kinds of things.”
she said. , the majority of the board
voted that night to close the discumtan
She Stott has “been cooperative be-
hind closed doors” in answering questions
bout this and other cases, but she added
“there is no way of knowing whether the

department ever does a m?‘m investiga-
tion. . .. I have no basis for knowing either

way.

(!nusﬂdmnmmﬂy witnessed
the Baity incident, a fact that was instru-
mental in the abuse charges substan-
tiated by the department. * his was

nt. When we get complaints, people

o
¥
&
¥
t
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aren’t sure what to look for . . . & lot of this
g::e“s place out of the sight u{ other peo-




after day we could not believe our

dvds. The calendar told us it was spring,
ol the chill in the alr made us think of

'+ Albany’s Dutch treat

orange and white blooms were nowhere
to be seen, only barren stems.

“I'm told we need two to four days of
sunshine and warm weather,” a worried
Richard Barrett, Albany's commissioner
of parks and recreation, said the other
day. “1f necessary, I'll bring a heat lamp
out.”

Perhaps someone at a higher level
was listening.

At last the sun is shining — at least
periodically — and the earth warming.
That's just in time for today's unmistak-
able sign of spring — costumed young
women who will take part in a ceremony
that traces back to the city's rich Dutch

heritage.

At noon, these women will begin 10
wash State Street and another Albany
Tulip Festival will be under way.

It will continue for two days, with a
children's fair, or Kinderkermis; a Pink-
sterfest of crafts, food and arts, and the
crowning oi the Tulip Queen on Satur-

day.

It's a weekend when every sign —
from tulip bloom to queen’s laurel —
confirms that spring, at last, has arrived.

minorities
with a history of mental problems, was
shot to death in 1984 by white police

officers who said the victim had lunged
at them with a knife and fork.

Whether these cases constitule a
pattern of police insensitivity isn't the
issue, despite the mayor’s statement. The
issue is whether Albany police need
better training in dealing with minori-
ties. The evidence suggests they do.

While Mayor Whalen can claim credit
for recently adding more minorities to
the police ranks — and plans to add still
more minority and women officers —
that's only half the answer. The other
half is to ensure all officers receive the
best training available in discharging
their duties. One of those duties is 1o
abide by the law as well as enforce it.

Mark Mishler, the attorney who repre-
sented three of the four former students,
puts matters in perspective by seeing the
jury’s award as a message to police that
“it is not tolerable for these things to
Mm'ﬂ

Mayor Whalen now has reason to go a
step further. Instead of saying he sees no
pattern, he should be saying it's not
tolerable for such things to continue to
happen here.

-
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Civil .ng his Judgn Mt (e Do Tl

By BRIAN NEARING
ALBANY ~ City officials should “recon-

sider® their efforts to overturn a recent |

$400,000 federal civil rights judgment
against two police officers, the Community-
Police Relations Board voted last night.

* % L

An appeal by the city “sends the wrong
message (o certain members of the commu-
nity,” said Dr. Alice Green, board r
tative from the local branch of the NAACP.
She was supported by five others on the
board.

Three board members, incl Chair-
man Robert Dixon, voted against the
maasmm while three other members ab-
stai

ers from the cit atiou coun-
sel's o wﬁim have filed a?m

federal Judge Con G, Cholakis to t:mrhn'n E
decision last month by a federal jury, which
found that two officers violated civil
rights of four former college students dur-
w.g arrests at an early-morning house party
ears ago
A:rytoundthattheamﬁdm
Carlos Morales and

Christopher
Johnson were racially motivated, with offi-

cers Peter Krasher and Jmm anhy re-
peatedly calling the men "spics” and
deliberately putting plastic handcuffs on
them too tightly.

Thaamaatatmk place atl about 1:20 am.
on April 25, 1982, at 17 West St in an apart
mentoccﬂpmd by Jose Baex, who a witb
Escorcia and Morales are Hispanic, J
is black.

In addition to nnnding the four men

$400,000 in compensa mum,t.he
also ordered the two mrmllym
mymmmmlmm tive dam-

lnvothfu DW!W‘M-

mmﬂmm“mz*u
to remember the city has a legal r

appaal Mmmmth-

bergasted with the amount. Maybe the ci
unt t, may it should be considered e

The Rev. Kenneth Doyle, who represents
the Albany Roman Catholic Diocese, unsw
cmuuy | the board to

a city Mmﬂ |

| be called to appear and explain the rationale

behind such an appeal.

In another matter, the board voted to ask
police if a controversial policy of photo-

gdpph Elillcﬂ dﬂm um%u

'nw board had been waiting months for a

response from Chief John Reid on the de-

ment's policy on monitoring political
&';ﬂnwuati;’:s‘iynd when it was dgfilvamd
last night, at least one member found it
iml uate.

s doesn’t answer any of the questions -

I have with the taking of plewm utd
Rabbi Martin Silverman, a represents
from the city Human R:ghu [0

"Hme such ever been or

mﬁ?ﬁnﬂu?ltﬁﬂu

Silvmgldml ueemutmﬂ{.m

during the Vietnam War era on to the FHIL

m@mm«mmmmm
on

In his statement of department pol
Reid wrote that police have “taken

video and still pl aphs at danmtn»

tions for more than 20 years. The
photogr phsmnmw intended to i
date or Iurau either demonstrators or

'the guhuc The department learned

late '40s that the taking of photo-
pMand vlde«hadbecmmamry
unction of the department in order tg‘sm
tect itself and l;he city from claims of police
pverreaction and unfairness in dealing with
demonstrators.

“The department also has used the video
tapes of large demonstrations for
purposes to show young recruils that m
demonstrators are peaceful and orderly and

that moest times there is nothing to

wrote Reid.

Photo and video ta mme'
mm&mmwm

the demonstrators, the public nrthcpoﬂee
are taking place, uwm*hmm
the photographs can and have been used Lo

identify viola tors for apprehension and

Reid wrote that photos or video tape “will

be used when deemed -Wﬂue m
« | ranking officer in cha o
s | dmmmtrltm when Mmoauration
takes place in a public m
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Board urges Albany to halt app

five State University at Albany students, four the resolution was necessary to underscore the
¥ writer - Hispanic and o% black, who were a?h':tad in 1982 W; pa(dﬁaa l;l;:mt pﬂﬂt: Nn:m“a resolution hl:
&;’“'-B‘m i during a party. The students alleged were  more for {public relations) value than anything,"
tions Board mm;*mggfﬂzﬂ'& hatti:r‘ad or taunted with racial slurs by twtbg!m stated.
appeal of a $405,000 civil-rights verdict lodged James Turley and Peter Krasher. In its efforts to increase awareness of its
against two officers found guilty of using racial an internal investigation in the Police  activities, the board created a subcommittee to study
epithets during a 1982 arrest of four minority Department resulted in no action against the ways of doing more community outreach. Possible
students. officers, an all-white jury on April 29 found the recommendations from the g may include an
% giﬂceu;nﬂtytndmdarﬁ 000 in compensatory  information program on the olice Department and

he city's efforts, eight of the 15 board members damages, as well as well as $500 in punitive damages the board and mmmaamum
agried mm&emawlmmﬁ for each plaintiff. committee designed to take citizen complaints
its fattitude toward racial bias the Pﬂiiee Arguing that the award is excessive, the city has  directly. Board members and community activists

Jepartment. Rabbi Martin Silverman, a representa- __ g o e et .
4 on the board from the city's Human Rights : uest to have the jury verdict overturned.  maintain people afraid to make

gt that. It "t0’ have the: fudgment s ¢ conduct for fear of

apppal “in order that it not give the wrong message gl

to the citiz any.” members of the Community-Police Also, in an unusual move, Dixon found himself
eitimm community of Albany Relations Board supported the resolution — three voted down as the board’s two police representatives
M50 at the meeting, members agreed to study voted no and four abstain uty Police Chief joined a small but often vocal board faction in

el i ihcrease promotion of the board's aims,  John Dale said that while “I be 'ﬂmm;?g mmmatmmmm a member’s request to

inclpding Mﬂuﬂ“ iints against the Police Bmﬂlﬂdﬁ“mmz: e the jury's brutalit: detailed. |
Jepgriment from %m&aﬂ.lﬁm the city has a right to appeal if it feels the award is m.wmmamm ,T:;gm

unugual move, a board majority also voted down exorbitant. The Rev. Kenneth Doyle of the Albany  he was beaten ice Officers Angelo » and
atteinpts by the chairman, the Rev. Robert Dixon, to Roman Catholic Diocese said the board should have R.iema . in September. A departmental
uagh a w member's request for details on a heard first the city’s reasons for the appeal. mmtmd that Baity was kicked while
brusaiity Silverman acknowledged that the city may not  handeuf wrongfully charged with possession
#e US. District Court civil-rights case involved wmvaoﬂmMM?ﬁﬁ&h’M of marijuana. | - ]l
- - - ., R S SRS TER ‘ .k“n.. ". .:...:m... i
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