MEMORANDUM
SENATE BY: Mr. Stafford
An Act
to amend the executive law, in relation to the Adirondack Park Agency.
Purpose
In order to provide greater accountability to the public, this

bill would allow a representative from each county within the Adiron-
dack Park to sit in at all meetings of the Adirondack Park Agency.

Justification

Since its inception, much controversy has surrounded decisions
and rulings which have been made by the Adirondack Park Agency.
These decisions, often made in closed door meetings, frequently
require implimentation on the part of county governments —- even
though these governments have had no means of observing how such
decisions and rulings were made, and for what reasons.

This legislation is designed to correct this problem by allowing
each county within the Adirondack Park to send one non-voting
observer to meetings of the Park Agency. It is hoped that such an
observer program will help encourage better understanding and
communication between the Agency and the people and local governments
in the Adirondack area.

Fiscal Implications: None.

Effective Date: Immediately.
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SEN. STAFFORD LBDC (P) . 4/29/75 27-17)

BD15-619

Section 1. The last undesignated paragraph of section eight

‘hundred three of the executive law, as amended by chapter three hundred.
forty—-eight of the laws of nineteen hundred seventy-three, is hereby
amended to read as follows: |

The commissioner oflenvironmental conservation, the commissioner
of,commerce and the director of the office of planning services may,
by official authority filed in their respective agencies, and with thé
Adirondack park agency, designate a deputy or other officer of his agency
to exercise his powers:and perform his duties, including the right to

vote, on the agency. One representative from each county within the

Adirondack park, selected by the legislative body of such county, shall

sit as an observer at all meetings of the agency.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after

it shall have become a law.
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